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HE prefent volume of the New Annual’ Re- 
gifter will be found to have called forth: not 
lefs induftry.and diligence in its compilers; than 
thofe which have preceded it; at the fame time that 
we have been enabled to offer it fomewhat: earlier 
to the curiofity of our readers. We truft that that 
Public, to whofe encouragement we are fo deeply 
indebted, will give us credit for the uniformity 
and conftancy of our exertions. If we cannot add 
to the {cientific improvements, or the literary em- ‘ 
bellifhments of the age, we will at leaft not fub« 
traét from our merits by irregularity and caprice. 


As we proceed in our Hiftory of Knowledge and 
Tafte, our fubje&t becomes every hour more intereft- 
ing. The Literary Hiftory of the Period of the Re- 
formation is a grand and awful fpeétacle, and it 
has been our aim that it fhould not lofe its effe& 
by not being brought together in a full and com- 


plete view. 
A2 The 


¥ PREFACE. 


fe The fiate of politics in Europe appears preg- 

: fent volume we have completed our account of the. 
“Giflentions in Holland, and have thus cleared the 
way for the more extenfive concerns of the com- 


1 eso ag and the intrigues of the er 
D Emperor. 





-. The:ineratare'of ‘the-year 1787, has} not béed 

altogether ‘fo productive of valuable publications ‘as 

the yeari786;-or as:the-prefent ‘year ‘promifes:9a 

be.: :In' the :nican’ time ‘fome performances of merit 

have.appeared, and the: reader wilt find: - they 
| samen ‘gta Our motley 
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KNOWLEDGE) LEARNING, 
AND TASTE, : 


IN GREAT..BRITAILN, 


During the Reign of King Henry the Eighth. From the Year 
1509, to the Year 1547~ | ' 


a 


YT hath already appeared, in, the courfe of our hiftory, 
that intellectual light had, for fome time, been break- 
ing in upon the nations of Europe. Indeed, for: nearly 
the fpace of two centuries, it-had made an increafing, 
though, at firft, a very Mow :progrefs. Butafter the taki 
of Conttantinople, and the invention of printing, it h 
advanced with a confiderable degree of -rapidity. The 
multiplication of the copies of books, though moft of them 
-were but indifferent or trifling compofitions, could not fajl 
of giving a wider f{pread to the exercife of the human un- 
derftanding. By the recovery, in partiqular, of the an- 
cient authors, and the attention that was. paid to claffical 
learning; new fubjects were opened of fpeculation and en- 
iry :—nor when the mind was once fet: afloat, could it 
eafily be reftrained.in its excurfions. It was. happy that” 
this effect was not forefeen by fome of the zealous patrons 
of Greek and Roman Literature, and the encouragers of 
~ 787. a elegant 
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elegant compofition. Perhaps the princes of the houfe of 
Medici, and Pope Leo the Tenth, would have held back 
their muniticence, if they had apprehended that the ad- 
vancement of polite knowledge would have tended to in- 
troduce a boldnefs of thinking in matters which had long 
been generally deemed too facred to be ditputed. 

Even in the darkeft ages, fome few perfons were found 
wlio revolted at the doétrines and practices of popery. 
Thefe doétrines were fo abfurd, thefe practices fo corrupt, 
and, at the {ame time, the ignorance and licentioufnefs of 
many of the clergy were fo palpable to obfervation, that 
they could not efcape the notice of thofe minds which were 
difpofed to any degree of refleGtion. Burt, though fuch 
minds will exift in every period, little can be done by 
them, till there is 2 concurrenee of circumftances which 
is favourable to a general alteration. In the reign to which 


“we are mow arrived that concurrence took place. Semany 


caufes had paved the way for the emancipation of mankind 
from that ecclefiaftical tyranny, under which they had for 
a number of centuries laboured, that fome fingle event 
enly was wanted to route and enflame the paffions of men, 
and to engage them to exert the vigour of their underftand- 
figs in enquiries of the moit effential importance to the 
progrefs of knowledge and of happinefs. This event oc- 
curred in the oppofition of Luther to the papal indul- 
gences. Never was there a man more admirably fitted for 
producing a great revolution in the ftate of human fociety. 
His active mind carried him on from one object to another, 
and his Courage was equal to every undertaking. It is to 
the {piriced and unconquerable exertion of Luther that we 
ewe the reformation, which is the moft illuftrious and mo- 
mentous tranfaction, next to the appearance of the founder 
of our holy religion, that is to be met with ia the hiftory 
of the world. 

‘This trantaétion, which happened in the reign of king 
Efenry the Eighth, had a very powerful influence with re- 
gard to the advancement of religious knowledge in ovr 
own country. The {pirit of enquiry, which was excited 


in’ Germany, {pread itfelf, more or lefs, through every 


part 
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part of Europe; and in England the way had, in fme 
meaiure, been prepared for it by the exertions of Wicklifi 
How boldly that eminent divine had attacked feveral of 
the capital doctrines of the church of Rome, hath appeared 
in former Articles; and he had ttill a maaber of followers 
in this Kingdom, though they had been {fo much perfecured 
and deprefied that they. did not now make any confideradle 
figure. Thefe men would have their attention awakened 
by what was going forward-abroad, and would derive no 
finall degree of encouragement from what they heard of the 
new retormers. Additions, too, might hence be expected 
to be made to the converts from popery. Thofe who had 
paid no attention to Wickliff’s opinions would have their 
curiofity raifed by the controverfies which Luther had oc- 
cafioned; and the gratification of their curiofity would 
tend, in feveral initances, to produce a conviction of the 
truth of his pofitions. All this was in fact fo much 
the cafe, that a revolution of no {mall importance was 
wrought in the minds of many of our countrymen.  Vari- 
ous perfons, of confiderable eminence with refpect to their 
fituation, rank, or literature, rofe fuperior to the ignorance 
and errors of their anceftors, broke the fetters of authority, 
and indulged a freedom of thinking concerning points of 
the greateit magnitude. 

At firft, however, the reformation was violently oppofed 
by the chief governors of the nation. The king took an 
active part againft ir, and fuch was his Zeal, that it ine 
duced him to appear in a very peculiar light, which was 
that of a Royal Author. This was a character which pring 
ces in general had for many ages ceatfed to affumes and 
there had been no example of tt in our own country, fince 
the days of Alfred; unlefs, with Mr. Walpole, we are dif- 
pofed to afign that rank to Richard the Firft, on account 
of his having compofed a fonnet, during his,captivity, on 
his return from the Crufades. Henry the E1ghth was cer- 
tainly more capable of diftinguifhing himfelf as a writer 
than moit of the monarchs by whom he-had been preceded, 
becaule he had received a literary education, and was not 
unacquainted with the fchool-divinity. 

a2 Whether 
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Whether he was the real author of the Vindieation of the 
Seven Sacraments, in oppofition to Luther, has indeed been 
called in queftion. Some have afcribed it to Sir Thomas 
More, and others, with greater probability to Fifher, bifhop 
of Rochefter, That the king had ample affiftance in the 
compofition of it, cannot reafonably be doubted; not- 
withitanding which, it might, perhaps, be in part his own 
production : for unlefs his majefty had been known to pof- 
fefs a certain degrce of learning, the work could not have 
been publifhed under his name without a manifeft breach 
of decorum, 

When fovereign princes condefcend to prefent them- 
felves to the world under the character of authors, their 
writings, whatever imperfections may attend them, are 
fure of receiving a high tribute of applaufe. Nor is it a 

raife of a common kind which will be thought fufficient 
for fuch exalted adventurers in the republic of literature. 
The merit of Henry was fo great, that an extraordinary 
reward was thought proper to be conferred upon him; 
and accordingly, the Pope folemnly invefted him with 
the title of “* Defender of the Faith.’’ ‘This was a title by 
which he was, no doubt, highly gratified; and it is a 
title that has been affumed by all his fucceflors. Henry 
himfelf afterwards deviated from it, in the fenfe in which 
it was originally beftowed ; and in that fenfe it could not 
belong to any of our proteilant princes. Neverthelefs, to 
be ftyled Defenders of the Faith is ftill deemed a part of 
the prerogative of our monarchs, and is confidered as a 
jewel in the Britifh crown. But the real propriety and 
value of fuch a title may juftly be queftioned: for what 
has a king to do with any particular faith? It is his pro- 
per bufinets and duty equally to protec all his fubjects, 
without regard to their religious principles, provided they 
behave as peaceable members of fociety, With their 
theological ‘tenets he fhould have no concern; it being 
fufficient for him to take care of their — fecurity 


and welfare, leaving their fouls to God and their own con- 
{ciences. 
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Whatever degree of honour or applaufe king Henry the 
Fighth might derive from his pertormance, little effec 
was hence produced in controlling the progrefs of the 
new opinions. The dawning light was highly pleafing ; 
and, as it proceeded in its courfe, it became too forcible 
to be obfcured by the clouds which were endeavoured to 
be raifed againtt it, either by our royal author or by any 
other theologian. A ftill greater and greater attention 
was paid to the principles of the Reformation; and the 
more they were examined, the more did they engage the 
alleut of honeft and open minds. They were embraced 
too, by many perfons, with a zeal of which, at prefent, 
we have but a very feeble conception. Others, likewife,; 
who had not the fpirit of confefforfhip or martyrdom in 
them, rejoiced in the diffufion of liberal fentiments, and 
in the oppofition to the tyranny of the church of Rome, 
It is poffible that men in high lite, and of worldly views, 
night anticipate, in their imaginations, the benefits which 
might accrue to themfelves trom the plinder of that 
church. 

The moft remarkable fac in the religious hiftory of 
this time is, that, at length, Henry himfelf, though at firft 
fo ardent in his oppofition to Luther, and though always 
maintaining the fpeculative do¢trines of the Roman Cathoe 
lic faith, fhould be the founder of the Reformation in 
England. A fact fo extraordinary arofe from a concurs 
rence of circumttances, with which fcarcely any of our 
readers can be unacquainted. Partly from fcruples of 
con{cience, and partly from a defire of gratifying his paf- 
fions, the king wifhed to be divorced trom his firft wife, 
Catherine, who had been married to his brother Arthur. 
The Pope not readily complying with his folicitations for 
obtaining a divorce, he took another method of accoms 
plifhing his purpofe. The opinions of learned doétors 
and univerfities were fought fot, and appealed to; and it 
was determined, by many decifions, that the marriage was 
contrary to the law of God. The refult of the affair was 
an abfolute quarrel with the court of Rome; which con- 
cluded in the total renunciation of the pope’s fupremacy, 
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and in conferring upon Henry, by act of niwcmete the 
title and prerogatives of fupreme read of the Church of 
England ; a title and prerogatives that have ever fince 
been deemed a facred and eflential part of the royal dig- 
nitv. For feveral years, the two grand controverfies of 
the time, which employed the pens of the ableft men ar 
home, and of many abroad, were concerning the validity 
of the king’s marriage, and the foundations of papal or 
regal fupremacy. Thefe controverfies are now of little 
moment, and fcarcely any one thinks it* worth his while 
to look into them. But they were of great importance at 
the period we are treating of; and, befides their import- 
ance in their own nature, they ferved to fharpen the hu- 
man mind, to leffen its reverence for ecclefiaftical autho- 
ritv, and to prepare the way for freedom of enquiry on 
fubjects of the higheft confequence. 

‘The ftate of things, with refpe& to religion, was very 
fingular, during the reign of Henry the Eighth, arifing 
from his: peculjar- character and opinions. By virtue of 
his fupremacy, he took upon him abfolutely to dire the 
faith of his tubjeéts ; and thofe who did not fubrnit to his 
dictates were expoted to perfecution. At the fame period, 
fuch as maintained the authority of the pope, and fuch as 
denied the doétrine of trantubftantiation, were condemned 
to the fcaffold orthe ftake. It was a fin not to go fo far 
as the fovereign in religious opinion, and it was equally 
a fin to go beyond him. Such, too, was the caprici- 
oufnels of the king, that his fubjects could never know, 
with certainty, when or where their faith was to be fixed. 
Sametimes he permitted a confiderable departure from fe- 
veral of the tenets of the Romifh church, and fometimes 
he demanded a clofer adherence to them; and the people 
were expected to fafhion their creed, without hefitation, 
according to his varying diétates, 

Amidit all this abfurdity and tyranny of condué, the 
knowlege of religion increafed. Important queftions 
could not be agitated, the fupremacy of the pope could 
not be abolifhed, the monafteries could not be diffolved, 
and other alterations introduced, without giving a preat 
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gitation to the minds of men, and occafioning many per- 
fons to purfue their fecret ipeculations much farther than 
the king thought fic to preferibe. ‘This difpofition was 
greatly cherithed, in confequence of the tranflation of the 
Bible, firft by Tiadale, and afterwards by royal authority ; 
and by the permiflion which Henry granted to all the fub- 
jects in his dominions, to read it without control or hazard, 
Nor was it a iinall effect that was produced by, a greater 
frequency of preaching, aud by a pew mode of, at which 
was now introduced, 

Amidft the variety of theological debates, the: number 
of writers in divinity would of courfe be multiplied ; and 
accordingly a catalogue of them would be. far more nu- 
merous than what has occurred in gny preceding article. 
According to the principles they maintained, they may Nac. 
turally be diftributed into two parties; thole who oppoted, 
and thofe who favoured the doctrines of the Reformation. 
Of the former fort the moft eminent wese, John Fither,. 
bifhop af Rochefler, Edward Powell, Jobn Longland, bi- 
fhop of Lincoln, Cuthbert: Tonfall, bifhop ieDvocheen, 
fir Thomas More, ldward Lee, archbithop of York, Ro- 
bert Wakefield, Siephen Gardiner, bifhap. of Winchettery 
Richard Smith, and cardinal Pole. Fifher has-been no- 
ticed by us under the preceding reign, It is ta be regret- 
ted that fo learned and excellent a man fhould have pre- 
ferved fuch a bigotted attachment to the authority of the 
Roman Sce ; but, at the fame time, the integrity of his 
character places him, in point of reputation, infinitely above 
many of his gonicmporaries, who, though fecretly enters 
taining fimilar principles, fubmitted to the tyranny, of 
Henry, and complied with all his requifitions. ‘This en- 
comium is equally applicable to fir Thomas More, whom 
we fhall have occafion to {peak of hereafter, under a more 
agreeable charaéter than that of a theological writer. Some 
of the perfons above mentioned, and particularly cardinal 
Pole, will come under review in a future article. 

With refpect to the divines who were favourable to, or 
who fupported the Reformation, the chief were, Hugh 
Latimer, bifhop of Worcefter, William Tindale, John 
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Fryth, Miles Coverdale,’ afcerwards bifhop of Exeter ; 
William Barlow, fucceffively bifhop of St. Afaph, St. Da- 
vid’s, Bath and Wells, and Chichefter; John Hooper, in 
the next reign-bithop of Worcefter, and ‘Thomas Cranmer, 
archbifhop of Canterbury. William ‘Tindale muft ever be 
confidered in a very honourable light, as having, by his 
tranflation of the Scriptures, prepared the way ior a great 
acceffion to religious knowledge. With‘ regard. to Cran- 
mer, he was undoubtedly the prime character among the 
divines of this period. His reputation ftill ftands high, and 
will ever ftand high in the annals of England.. Fhe part 
he aéted during the reign 6f Henry the Eighth was highly 


eminent and important: neverthelefs, as the Reformation. 


was not completed by him till the next reign, we fhall re- 
fer the fuller delineation of him to that time. 


- While the nation was making a progrefs in theological 
knowledge, and, in that refpect, there was a profpect of 
greater improvement, the civil conftitution of this country 
was reduced to.a very deplorable ftate. Henry the Eighth 
was undoubtedly the moft arbitrary prince of the -houfe of 
Tudor. To the other means of invefting him with a de- 
gree of power fuperior to that which had been exercifed 
by his predeceffors, were added the undefined prerogatives 
contained in his character as fupreme head of the church. 
Thefe, united with various concurring circumftances, were 
fo great, and gave him fuch an uncontrolled authority, 
that the freedom of our government feemed to be almoft 
wholly deftroyed. Never was the hiftory of parliament fo 
difgraceful as in this reign. All which can be faid is, that 
Henry fo far refpected the forms of the conftitution, as to 
rule by parliaments. ‘* It was by aé& of parliament that 
** monatteries were fuppreffed ; that the king became the 
** head of the church; that the authority of the pope in 
“ England, together with all the revenues which he drew 
from that kingdom, was abolifhed; in fhort, that the 
ancient fyftem of ecclefiaftical government was over- 
turned. In the numerous divorces procured by the fo- 
vercign, in the regulations that were made concerning 
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« the legitimacy of the children by his different wives, in 
*¢ the various and contradi¢tory fettlements of the crown, 
« Henry never pretended to act by virtue of his own pre- 
« rogative, but continually fheltered himfelf under the 
‘* fanction of parliamentary eftablifhment *.” The power 
of impofing taxes was untformly exercifed by the houfe 
ef commons; and even when the ftatute was pafied which 

ave to the king’s proclamation the force of law, it was 
{till che fanction of parliament that authorized the abomin=- 
able murder of the conititution. It was provided, likewife, 
by the fame ftatute, that the royal proclamations fhould 
not be prejudicial to any perfon’s inheritance, offices, liber- 
ties, goods, chattels, or life. 

There was one man of eminent legal knowledge and abi- 
lities in the reign of Henry the Eighth. This was Sir An- 
thony Firzherbert, king’s ferjeant, and afterwards one of 
the judges of the court of Common Pleas. Several works 
were written by him, in the way of his profeffion, which 
have been highly commended by the betft judges of the 
fubjec&t. Time and the immenfe accumulation of farther 
knowledge has letfened the utility of his publications, with- 
out detracting from his reputation. 

With regard to philofophical fcience in general, little 
can be faid in praife of this period. In moral philofophy 
Florence Wilfon may be mentioned, a Scots writer, who 
lived chiefly abroad, and who was celebrated in foreign 
parts for his various literature. The name by which he is 
commonly known is Volufenus. His chief work was a 
treatife De Animi Tranquillitate,” which preferved a 
confiderable dezree of reputation for a long time, and 
which the author of the prefent article knows, by experi- 
ence, to have been in the cuftom of being read, about 
forty years ago. It is an elegant performance, in which 
much ufe is made of the ancient moralifts ; and, if an-im- 
perfect recollection can be relied upon, Wilfon was an 
imitator of Boethius. The Utopia of Sir Thomas More 
may be regarded as -an ethical as well as a political com- 
pofition. 

* Millar. 
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As to natural philofophy, the time for improvement in 
that branch of knowledge was not yet come. People were 
itil, contented with the teeble fcience, or perhaps we might 
with more propriety fay, with the ignorance, of former 
ages. “here were, indeed, perfons whom Leland, Bale, 
and Pits have dignified with the naine of philoiophers, and 
have charaéterifed as eminent mathematicians and altrono- 
mers; but where are their inventions, experiments, and 
difcoveries ? No valuable proofs are to be met with either 
of their genius or indultry, 

Medicine is nearly allied to natural philofophy ; and 
there were not wanting, im the reign we are treating of, 
fome phyficians of celebrity. Among thele the firft place 
and the highelt applanie are undoubtedly due to Linacre, 
whom we have befare endeavoured to do juftice to, as an 
excellent matter and a zealous reftorer of claffical Jiterature, 
In bis own profeffion, he fhone as much as any man of his 
time; feveral of Galen’s works were elegantly tranflated 
by him ; and in confequence of his projecting’ and accom- 
plifhing the inftitution of the ** Royal College of. Phyficians 
«© in London,” he rendered a moft important fervice ta 
medicine and mankind. He was defervedly appointed the 
firft prefident of the New College, which ofiice he held 
during the remainder of his life. ‘The other principal phy- 
ficians of the reign were William Butts, John lacie 
Andrew Borde, Edward Wotton, and John Owen. Andrew 
Borde was the author of feveral Medical Treatifes, and Ed- 
ward Wotton wrote upon Natural Hiltory. ‘* The Caftel 
** of Health,” by Sir Thomas Elyot, who was not a phy- 
fician, had much reputation in its day, 





Claffical and polite learning ftil! cantinued to be pur- 
fued, though many were diverted from an attention to it 
hv the theological controverfies of the times. Some of 
tnofe who had applied themielves to the cultivation of it 
in the former reign were yet living, to whofe names others 
may now be added. Robert Woaittineton, Richard Croke, 
and Leonard Cox, diftinguifhed themfelves as gramma- 
yans. Richard Paice, Thomas Key, and Sir Thomas Elyot 

made 
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fome figure as elegant fcholars ; and John Redman added 
to the character of a divine, that of being fingularly in- 
flrumental in promoting the knowledge of the Greek 
and Latin languages. Sir John Cheke, fir ‘Thomas Smith, 
and Roger Afcham) now began their illuftrious career; 
but the diftinct celebration of them belongs to a future 
article, ‘The prime glory of the reign of Henry the 
Eighth, with refpect to polite literature, was fir Thomas 
More. Though, according to Mr. Hume, there was no 
man in this age who had the leaft pretenfion to be ranked 
among our clatlics; he ac knowledges that Sir Thomas feems 
to come the ne areft to that ¢haraéter: with all his reli- 
gious weaknelles, he was, indeed, one of the greateft or- 
naments of his time. ‘¢ Sir Thomas: More,” fays Mr. 
Warton, ** is reverenced by potterity, as the’ fcholar who 
“© taught that erudition which civilifed his country, and 
“as the philotopher who met the horrors of the block 
« with that fortitude which is equally free from oftentation 
«¢ and enthufiafm: as the man whofe genius overthrew the 
** fabric of falle learning, and whofe amiable tranquillity 
“ of temper triumphed over the malice and injuitice of 
‘‘ tyranny.” It muft not be forgotten, that the vifit of 
Erafmus to this country, and his fhort refidence in it, con- 
tributed, in fome confiderable meafure, to the promotion 


‘both of clailical and theological knowledge. The lectures 


he read, and the emulation he excited, notwithftanding the 
violent oppofition which was raifed againft him by Folly 
and Bigotry, juftly entitle him to be ranked among the 
benefactors to 2 nglith ljterature. 


Hiftory affumes a better afpect than it did in our Jaft ar, 
ticle, though it is far from thining’ with any extraordinary 
degree of luttre. Here Sir Thomas More prefents himfelf 
again to us, but not in the moft favourable form. His 
Hiftory of the Reigns of Edward the Fifth and Richard 
the Third, is far from betng efteemed among the beft of 
his productions. [tis not, however, ill written. The ac- 
count of Richard is left unfinifhed ; and the author entered 
too much into the prejudices of the houfe of Tudor to al- 
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low any quarter to the laft monarch of the houfe of York. 
—The hiftorical works of John Raftal, George Lilly, 
and Edward Hall have little claim to notice; though Hal} 
is of fome ule to the antiquary ; by the attention which he 
pays to the variations of drefs and of fafhion.—In perfpi- 
cuity and elegance of ftyle, Polydore Virgil, a learned Ita- 
lian, who was patronifed by both the Henries, and who 
fpent the greater part of his life in England, far exceeded 
the writers now mentioned. But he is underftood to be 
defeétive im the more effential qualities of an hiftorian, be- 
ing fometimes erroneous in point of information, and often 
deftitute of candour. Notwithftanding thefe faults, his 
work is of confiderable fervice to the later compilers of 
our Englith hiftory. 

Scotland produced two hiftorians during this period, 
John Major, and Hector Boethius. John Major was not 
to highly favourable to the fabulous antiquities of his 
country as fome who have fucceeded him, and he writes 
as a friend to the liberties of the people. His ftyle is rug- 

and uopleafant ; in which refpect he is far exceeded b 
Boethius, whofe compolition ts recommended by its ele- 
gance. But elegance of language cannot make amends for 
the faults with which he ts jultly chargeable ; and which are, 
an abundance of fabulous narration, and a credulity that, 
at prefent, appears highly ridiculous. ! 


The reign of Henry the Eighth was adorned by an anti- 
quary of the firft magnitude, on whom the king very pro- 
perly conferred the title of Antiquary Royal; a tithe which 
never yet fubfifted in any other perfon. We mean the 
celebrated John Leland, whofe merit will ever be teftified 
by thofe who are grateful for the prefervation of antient 
Manufcripts and Records, who are lovers of biographical 
knowledge, and who delight in the hiftory of literature. 
To genius. and a great extent of learning, he joined an 
affiduity. and diligence in his refearches, which nothing 
could efcape. That fuch a man fhould, at length, become 
the wictiis of infanity, will be refleéted upon with concern 
by every teeling mind. John Bale, who lived nearly at 
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the fame time, and who employed himfelf, among other 
things, in biography, deferves to be mentioned with praife 
upon that account; but he can by no means be compared 
with Leland. 


The period we are confidering was not unfruitful with 
revard to poetic writers. John Skelton had exerted his 
talents in this refpect during the preceding reign; but his 
chief compofitions belong to the time of Henry the Eighth. 
For his offences againit decency , he muft be fpoken of in 
the ftrongeft terms of condemnation. It is not fufficient 
to apologize for him, by charging his coarfenefs, ob{ceni- 
ty, and tcurrility on the manners ot the age; for he ex- 
ceeded the licentioufnefs of the times, and was cenfured by 
his contemporaries. Fis characteriftic, vein of humour is 
capricious and extravagant ; his fubjeéts are often ridicu- 
lous; and his matter is fometimes debafed by his verfifica- 
tion. On the whole, his genius was more adapted to low 
burlefque than to liberal ‘and manly fatire. Ina poem of 
a graver kind, he hath fhewn hirnfelf c: ipable of exhibiting 
allegorical imagery with fome degree of {pirit and dignity ; 
but it is ftill the comic vein which predominates. When 
Skelton attempts the higher poetry, he is not long able to 
fupport the dignity of the fubject; and in his beft efforts 
he 1s a very unequal writer. In a fhort ode which was 
compofed by him, he has exhibited a fpecimen of the 
ftructure and phraicology of a love fonnet, about the be- 
ginning of the fixteenth century. For the mott part, when 
Skelton wrote in any other vein than that of Satire and Jo- 
cularity, he miftook his talents. An anomalous and mot- 
ley mode of verfification was practifed by him, of which he 
is commonly fuppofed to have been the author. Not- 
withftanding Skelton’s {currility, he was a claffical fcholarg 
in which refpeét he has been applauded by Erafinus; and 
his elegiacs are a demonftration, that if he had not been led 
aftray by his propenfity to the ridiculous, he might have 
fhone among the firft writers of Latin Poetry in England, 
at the general reftoration of literature. 
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Moralities {till continved to hold their rank among the 
principal entertainments of the time, and they were repre. 
tented by different bodies of men. When more regular 

lays came to be compofed, fome of them were acted at 
the Inns of Court. At thefe feminaries, mafques, and in- 
terludes were occafionally performed, during feveral fuc. 
ceeding reigns. ‘The firft inftance of this kind that is pars 
ticularly recorded, occurs 1n 1527; when a comedy, which 
had been written by John Roos, a ferjeant at law, was re- 
prefented in the great hall of the fociety at Gray’s Inn. 

In Henry Howard, earl of Surrey, we come to a_ poet 
ef a character far fuperior to that of Skelton. This ac- 
complifhed nobleman led the way to great improvements 
in Fnglith poetry, by a happy imitation of Petrarch, and 
other Italian poets, who had excelled in the pathos and 
propriety wich which they had painted the anxieties of love. 
He fiudied, with the greateft fuccefs, a critical knowledge 
of the language of Italy, and attained a jult tafte for the 
peculiar graces of the fineft compofitions in that language. 
His poems were in high reputation among his contempo- 
raries, and continued, for many years after, to receive the 
warmett commendations from various writers : but in pro- 
cefs of time, though they might be read and admired by 
a few perfons, who joined a {pirit of refearch to an elegant 
tulle, they became, in general, antiquated and forgotten. 
The earl of Surrey’s Sonnets are of various merit, and they 
are free from that metaphyfical cait by which the Italian 
Poets, and efpeciaily Petrarch, was diftinguifhed. In his 
fentiments the earl is for the moft part natural and unaffe@- 
ed, the reafon of which is, that they arife from his own 
feclings, and are dictated by prefent circumftances. When 
he copies Petrarch, itis in Petrarch’s beft manner; when 
rhat eminent author condefcended to quit his Platonic ab- 
itractions, and to write with tendernefs, fimplicity, and 
nature. Some of the flanzas of lord Surrey approach to 
the eafe and gallantry of Waller, and exhibit {pecimens of 
correct verfification, polifhed language, and mufical mo- 
dulation. His talents were adapted to defcriptive poetry, 
and the reprefentations of rural imagery : nor was he mere- 


ly 
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fy the poet of idlenefs and gallantry ; for both nature and 
itudy had capacitated hin for rifing to the more folid and 
laborious parts of literature. ‘The iccond arid fourth books 
of Virgil’s Aéneid were tranflated by him into blank verte 3 
and it is remarkable that this tranfation is the firtt compo- 
fition in blank verfe that occurs in the Englith langwage. 
It is not folely as a curiofity that it 1s worthy of notice; 
the diction being often poetical, and the veriification varied 

with proper paufes ; to which may be added, that without 
deicending to a profaic fervility, the whole is executed with 
ereat faithtulnefs. It was a noble attempt in the earl of 
Surrey, thus to refcue his native tongue from the perpetu- 
al bondage of rhyme; and his conduét in this refpect has 
been highly applauded by Roger Afcham. On the whole, 
Surrey, in confequence of his jultnefs of thought, correét- 
nefs of ftyle, and purity of expreffion, 1s entitled to the 
praie of being the firit Englifh clafiical poet. 

Another poet of this period was Sir Thomas Wyat the 
elder. Wyat had the honour of co-operating. with the 
earl of Surrey, in correcting the roughnels of our poetic 
language. Bur, though he tiands in a higher rank than 
the common verfifiers of his age, he was far inferior to that 
nobleman in fome of the moft important porquatices of beau- 
tiful compofition. Efe was eminently exceeded by Surrey 
in harmony ot numbers, perfpicuity of expreflion, and fa- 
cility of phrafeology; nor did he attain to the fame ele- 
gance of fentiment, or write in a manner fo natural and 
feeling. The real genius of Sir Thomas Wyat was of the 
moral and didaétic kind ; and his poems are more diftin- 
guifhed by good fenfe, fatire, and obfervations on hie, 
than by pathos or imagination. Like the earl of Surrey, 
he was an imitator of Petrarch; but then his imitation had 
a fervility to which the other was a ftranger, and he fome- 
times deigned to be a meregtranflator of the Italian Poets. 
It was trom their capricious and over-ftrained invention, 
that Wyat was taught to torture the paflion of love by in- 
tricate comparifons, and unnatural allufions. Occafionally, 
he has touches of the penfive, and ftrokes of nature and 
fimplicity ; but thefe do not gonftitute the ufual character- 
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iftics of his poetry. Sir Thomas Wyat appears in the 
moft pleafing light, when he difplays the happineis of re- 
tirement, and attacks the follies, vanities, and vices of a 
court. This he hath done with the indignation of a philo- 
fopher, and the freedom and pleafantry of Horace. There 
js reafon to regret, from three of his poctical epiftles, pro- 
feffedly written in this ftrain, that he did not apply more 
to a fpecies of compofition for which he feems to have been 
eminently qualified. He may juftly be efteemed the firtt 
polifhed Englifh fatirift. There was an inviolable friend- 
fhip between Wyat and Surrey, arifing, perhaps chiefly 
from a fimilarity of ftudies. Befides adopting the fame 
principal fubject for their poetry (the Paffon of Love), 
they were alike anxious to improve their native tongue, and 
to attain the elegancies of compolition. Both of them em- 
ployed themfelves in tranflating parts of Virgil, and in 
rendering felect portions of Scripture into Englith verfe. 
Other poets of this reign, and poets too of high rank, 
were Sir Francis Bryant, the friend of Wyat, and an accom- 
plifhed courtier ; George Boleyn, Vifcount Rochford, bro- 
ther to Queen Anne Boleyn; and Nicholas Lord Vaux, an 
eminent ftatefman and foldier.—In Tottel’s collection of 
the poetical writings of this period, is found the firft ex- 
ample that is known in our language of the pure and un- 
mixed pattoral. It is an example, likewife, of extraordi- 
nary merit. In eafe of numbers, elegance of rural allufion, 
and fimplicity of imagery, there is nothing of the kind 
equal to it in Spenfer. ‘The fame collection affords one of 
the earlieit inftances of the pointed Englifh epigram; and 
it is fuppoled, with fome degree of probability, that it came 
trom the pen of Sir Thomas More. Several poems, which 
were chiefly the performances of his youth, were written by 
Sir Thomas in his native tongue. They are now become 
objolete, and are not recommended by any ttriking excel- 
Jence. What principally renders them worthy to be men- 
tioned, is their having been the produétions of the reftorer 
of literature in England. 
Mr. Warton, to whofe excellent Hiftory of Englith 
poetry we are under fuch peculiar obligations, hath brought 
tO 
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to light Nicholas Grimoald, a name which hitherto had 
been entirely unknown in the poetical: annals of our coun- 
try. He was an eminent claffic fcholar, and wrote a Latin 
tragedy, which was probably acted at Merton-College in 
Oxtord, of which he was a fellow. Burt he is here noticed 
on account of his being the next Englifh poet after the earl 
of Surrey, who wrote in blank verie. Befides having the 
honour of being the fecond perfon who adopted this new 
mode of verfification, he gave to it additional ftrength, 
elegance, and modulation. Amidft many inftances of thofe 
diffonancies and afperities which {till adhered to the general 
ftate of our diétion, he often approaches, in the difpofition 
and conduét of his cadencies, to the legitimate ftructure of 
blank-verfe, as it has fince been improved and perfected. 
Grimoald wrote, likewife, in rhime; in which refpeét he 
is inferior to none of his contemporaries, for a mafterly 
choice of chafte expreffion, and the concife elegancies of 
didactic verfification. . Some of the couplets, in one of his 
productions, have the fmartnefs which marks the modern 
ityle of fententious poetry. 

There were in this reign fome poets of a fubordinate 
clafs, who, though they were far inferior to the earl of 
Surrey and fir Thomas Wyat, and, indeed, were perfect 
ftrangers to the Italian fchool, had neverthelefs a certain 
degree of merit. One of thefe was Andrew Borde, whom 
we have before mentioned as a phyfician, and whofe poetry, 
even when he wrote in his medical character, was of the 
facetious kind. Such is the defcription which is. given of 
his “ Breviary of Health.” He 1s. thought, likewife, to 
have compiled or compofed the ** Merry Tales of the mad 
“« Men of Gotham,” which had their admirers in their day, 
and ftill retain their popularity in the nurfery. But Borde’s 
chief poetical work, was ‘*¢ The firft Boke of the Introduc- 
‘“« tion of Knowledge ;” in praife of which, however, our 
readers will be fenfible how little can be faid, when they 
are informed, that it has Skelton’s buldnefs of allufion, and 
barbarity of verfification, without his ftrokes of fatire and 
ieverity.. The only book of Borde’s that can now afford 
any degree of entertainment, is his Breviary of Health, 
in which he has preferved many anecdotes of the private 
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life, cuftoms, and arts of our anceftors.—John Bale fuftains 
fome rank among the poets of his time. Many fcriptural 
interludes, chiefly from incidents of the New Teftament, 
were compofed by him. Thus was the Bible profaned and 
ridiculed from a principle of piety: but it is a confolation 
to refle&, that the fafhion of acting myfteries appears to 
have expired with this writer.—Osher poets, of whom it 
will be fufficient to mention their names, were Brian Anf- 
ley, Andrew Chertfey, Wilfrid Holme, Charles Barnfley, 
and Edward Haliwell. ) 

John Heywood, commonly called the Epigrammatift, 
muft not be omitted. He is reprefented by fome perfons 
as the firft writer of comedies in England; but when this 
character is given of him, it is fpoken without determinate 
ideas. A {fufficient diftinétion is not made, in fuch Jan- 
guage, between comedies and moralities and interludes. It 
muft, however, be allowed, that he 1s among the firft of our 
dramatifts who drove the Bible from the {tage, and intro- 
duced reprefentations of familiar life and popular manners. 
His Epigrams, which are fix hundred in number, difplay 
the great want of refinement, not only in the compofition 
but in the converfation of our anceftors. Heywood’s largeft 
and mott laboured pertormance is the * Spider and the Flie,” 
which is a very long poem in the octave ftanza. The au- 
thor feems to have intended a fable on the burlefque con- 
ftruction ; but he has been very unfortunate in the execu- 
tion of his purpofe. It is fcarcely poffible to tell when he 
would be ferious and when witty. The faét is, thar the 
age was not yet fufficiently refined, either to relifh or to 
promote much burlefque poetry. 

To fome part of Henry the Eighth’s reign muft be affign- 
ed the once celebrated compofition, entitled, ** The Tour- 
nament of Tottenham, or the Wooeing, Winning, and 
Wedding of Tibbe the Reeve’s Daughter there.” This 
poem is a burlefque on the parade and foppery of Chivalry 
itfelf, in which light it may be regarded as a curiofity. It 
does honour to the good fenfe and difcernment of the wri- 
ter, that, while he faw through the folly of thefe fafhion- 
able exercifes, he was fenfible at the fame time, that they 
were too popular to be attacked by the more folid weapons 
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of reafon and argument. To give dignity to the narrative, 
and to heighten the ridicule, the author appears to have 
affected an antique ftyle; and to this caufe itis probably 
owing, that the work has been afcribed to the age of Henry 
the Sixth. 

Another poem, to which a higher degree of antiqui 
has been affigned than it can rightfully claim, but whic 
was probably the production of the prefent period, is the 
celebrated ** Notte Browne Mayde.” Prior, feventy years 
ago, fuppofed it to be then three centuries old ; but this 
was a hafty conjecture, founded upon his ignorance of our 
ancient poetry. It was firft printed in 1521, and it is evi- 
dent, from its language, that it could not have been writ- 
ten earlier than the beginning of the fixteenth century. 
There is fcarcely in the whole piece an obfolete word, or 
one that requires a gloffary. Many parts of Surrey and 
Wyat are harder to be underftood; and if any two ftanzas 
are reduced to modern orthography, the appearance of an- 
cient poetry will nearly vanifh. There is reafon to fulpec& 
that the fentiment of the ‘‘ Notte Browne Mayde”’ was too 
refined for the general tafle, though it has been enumerated 
among the popular tales and ballads of this country. Since 
Prior’s paraphrafe of it, it hath become more known than 
any other production of the fame age. Whoever was the 
author of the Notte Browne Mayde, he has difplayed great 
{kill in contriving a plan which powerfully detains the at- 
tention, and interefts the pafhons. Amidft a viciffitude of 
feelings, a {triking contratt of character is artfully formed, 
and uniformly fupported; and, at length, our fears fubfide 
in the triumph of fuffering innocence and patient fincerity. 
It is much to the credit of the poet’s invention, that he hath 
fo happily fucceeded in imagining the modes of trying the 
lady’s patience, and in feigning fo many new fituations, 
which open a way to defcription, and introduce a variety 
ot frefh tcenes and images. 

Other anonymous poems were produced in this reign, 
moft of which were long known only to the curious re- 
fearch of the Antiquary. The pageantries of Henry the 
Kighth’s time afford a proof that an acquaintance with 
claifical learning was gradually diffufing through the nation ; 
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and, on the whole, Englith poetry began to be divefted of 
‘ts snonaftic barbarifm, and to attain to fome degree of 
purity and elegance. 


The poetry of Scotland, during the reign we are confi- 
dering, doth not by any means appear in the glory which 
it afumed in our two former articles. In this period, the 
chief poet of. that country was fir David Lindfay. His 
writings were. very numerous, and, feparately from their 
internal qualities, became extremely popular, on account 
of their being applied to the purpofes of the Reformation, 
According to-Mr. Pinkerton, fir David was more the Re- 
former of Scotland than John Knox ; for he had prepared 


the ground, and John only fowed the feed. The beft of . 


his works is the hiftory of William Meldrum, which is 
defcriptive.of real manners and incidents. He is faid to 


- have had the honour of firft introducing dramatic poetry 


into North Britain. Sir David Lindfay’s seal for Refor- 
mation did not fo far purify his conduct as Yo prevent his 
fometimes tre{paffing, in his productions, againft the laws 
of modetty. 


. Another Scots poet of this period was fir James Inglis. 


. His principal performance was the ‘* Complaint of Scot- 


land,” which is well written for the time, and difplays abun- 
dance of learning. Sir James appears to have read much 
in Greek and Latin authors, and to have been well {killed 
in Mathematics and Natural Philofophy. in one of his 
compofitions he has mentioned a number of poets of his 
awn country as then living, that is, about the year 1530. 
Thele are, Culrofe, Kyd, Stewart, Stewart of Lorn, .Gal- 
breith, Kinloch, and Ballentyne. Concerning four of. 
thefe perfons, nothing is known. Lord Hailes has pub- 
lilhed fome pieces of the Stewarts ; and Balentyne, mutt 
mean John Ballenden, the tranflator of Heétor Boethius’s 
Hiftory of Scotland, in which work he has interfperfed 
feveral poems, and, particularly, one entitled “* Virtue and 
Vyce,” which has been reprinted. The author of the ar- 
ticle concerning Ballenden, in the Biographia Britannica, 
reprefents his writings as diftinguifhed by that noble en- 
thufiaim which is the very foul of poefy. 
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+ About this*time was produced, by an unknowa writer, 
a comedy, called Phiiotus, whichis extremely vatuable for 
its curious pictures of lite, manners, drefs, and other cir- 
cumftances relative to the age in which it was compofed, 
A ftrong charge: of indecency has been brought againft 
Philotus ; but the piece has found an ingenious and zeal- 
ous vindicator, who afferts that there are in it but two im- 
modeft lines. 


It is an object worthy of notice; and which clearly marks — 
the progrefs of knowledge and learning, that a number of 
perions of high rank fhould be ambitious of dittinguifhing 
themfelves by their literary productions. ‘The king ttands 
at the head of them; and the noble authors of his reign 
were Nicholas Lord Vaux, John Bourchier, lord Berners, 
George Boleyn vifcount Rochford, John Jord Lumiey, 
Henry Parker, lord Morley, and Henry Howard, carl 
of Surrey: concerning Henry Howard, we have al- 
ready fpoken at large; aud we have mentioned lord Vaux 
and vifcount Rochford. Lord Morley appears to-have 
been a multifarious writer, and his compofitions included 
both profe and verie. Hechiefly diftinguifhed himfelf asa 
tranflator ; and the fubjeéts of his tranflations, are claffical, 
hiftorical, and theological. A paraphrafe which he wrote 
on the ninety-fourth Pfalm, and which would naturally be 
deemed important by the divines of that time, was printed 
in 1539. Lord Morley, who was educated in the beit li- 
terature which our univerfitics afforded, was certainly one 
of the moft learned noblemen of thatage. John Bourchier, 
lord Berners, tranflated Froiffart’s Chronicle, by the com- 
mand of the king, befides which he was the tranflator of 
fome French, Italian, and Spanith novels. Thefe novels 
conflituted part of the fafhionable reading of that period. 
—The only circumftance that entitles John lord Lumley to 
the appellation of an author, is his having tranflated into 
Englifh Erafmus’s Inftitution of a Chriftian Prince.. All 
the noblemen here fpecified, lord Morley excepted, were 
deeply engaged in active hfe; fo that they appear to have 
been animated with the defire of imitating thofe iluftrious 


ancients who added the character of the ichelar to thofe of 
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the ftatefman and the warrior: and, notwithftanding their 
prodigious inferiority to the great names of antiquity, the 
principle they were infpired with merits applaufe. 


The reign we are treating of was diftinguifhed by female 
as well asby noble authors. Mr. Ballard, in his Memoirs of 
Britith Ladies, who have been celebrated for their Writings 
or Skill in the learned Languages, Arts, and Sciences,” hath 
given a lace to Catharine of Arragon, the firft wife of 
Henry the Eighth. But this feems to have been done 
without fufficient reafon ; for, though the queen had re- 
ceived a good education, and was a woman of good under- 
ftanding, fhe could only be ranked as having been, in 
fome degree, a patronefs of literature, by the encourage- 
ment fhe gave to T.udovicus Vives and Erafmus.—Cathe- 
rine Parr, Henry’s laft wife, is undoubtedly entitled to the 
character of a writer. Her works, which were partly ori- 
ginals, and partly tranftations, are entirely of a religious 
nature. She was a woman of admirable accomplifhments ; 
and by her zeal to promote the reformation, and to fpread 
the knowledge of the {criptures among the common people, 
fhe rendered very confiderable fervices to this country.— 
But the moft accomplithed literary woman of the period 
feems undoubtedly to have been Margaret Roper, the fa- 
vourite daughter of fir Thomas More. Under fuch a fa- 
ther fhe had every poffible advantage in point of educa- 
tion, and he exerted all his talents, and called in every af- 
fittance, for the fomation of her mind. It was not poffible 
to have a finer fubject of inftruction ; for fhe had a ready 
wit, a quick conception, 2 tenacious memory, and a fine 
imagination. With thefe advantages from nature, her ac- 
quired improvements were equal to her father’s moft fan- 
guine hopes and wifhes; and her abilities have been cele- 
brated by fome of the eminent fcholars of that period. 
Her compofitions were chiefly in the Latin tongue, in 
which fhe wrote with no final] degree of elegance. Her 
great knowledge of the Greek language was evidenced by 
her tranflating, out of that language, into Latin, the Ec- 
clefiaftical Hittory of Eufebius.—Anne Afkew, who is 
placed by Ballard among his learned ladies, chiefly fhines 
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as amartyr. Though not an author, fhe was certainly a 
woman of an excellent underftanding, as well as of uncon- 
querable virtue and integrity, and her memory is juitly 
held in high eftimation. 


Some idea of the literary character and tafte of an age 
may be formed from the nature of its publications. The 
works which were printed were numerous; and amon 
thefe, controverfial treatifes, and devotional writings held a 
principal place. It is furprifing what a number of law 
books iffued from the prefs. The firft Abridgment of the 
Statutes appeared in this reign, and it was fpeedily follow- 
ed by other Abridgments. Magna Charter was fo often 
reprinted, that it may hence be judged that our anceftors 
were extremely attentive to, and had a high value for that 
grand fecurity of Englifh liberty. Poetry, and the old 
tales and romances, continued to be read as formerly. Of 
the ancient claffics we only recollect an edition of Virgil, 
and of Tully de Seneéctute, in Latin and Enelith ; fo littie 
encouragement had our printers to prefent to the public the 
invaluable monuments of Greek and Roman genius and 
learning. 


Amidft all the tyranny and vices of Henry the Eighth, 
he was endued with a munificent fpirit, and had a tafte 
which led him to encourage the arts of defign. Accord- 
ingly, thefe arts made, in fome refpects, a confiderable, 
progrefs during his reign. Henry had the honour of put- 
ting the finifhing hand ‘to the chapel of King’s College, at 
Cambridge ; which is undoubtedly one of the moft com- 
plete, elegant, and magnificent ftructures in the kingdom. 
Its decorations, harmony, and proportions; its fine painted 
windows, and richly ornamented {preading roof; its gloom 
and perfpective, all contribute to affect the the imagination 
with pleafure and delight, and, at the fame time, to in- 
{pire the mind with awe and devotion. Some fmaller fpe- 
cimens of exquifite workmanfhip, fuch as oratories, cha- 
pels, and monumental edifices, were alfo produced at 
this tine, from which it may be concluded, that the ar 
chitecture of churches arrived at its higheft point of glory 
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XXIV THE HISTORY 
in England, juft before its final period. There began, 


likewife, to be fome endeavour to catch the correct graces, 


and to copy the true magnificence of the Grecian and Roman 


models, Though the king’s numerous edifices are con- 


ftruéted on the ancient fyftem, they are, neverthelefs, fome- 
times interfperfed with chafte ornaments and graceful mould- 
ings, and are often marked with a legitimacy of proportion, 
and a-purity of defign, which had not heretofore been at. 
tempted. nts 

As-a lover and an encourager of painting, Henry the 
Eighth.fhines with an. extraordinary degree of luftre. Such 
was his admiration of the arr, and of the eminent men who 
excelled in it, that he endeavoured to tempt into England 
thofe two great prodigies of their profeffion, Raphael and 
Titian. Some performers were obtained by him from Italy, 
and others fromthe Low Countries ; of whom, however, lit- 
tle is known but their names. The munificence of the 
king was but ill bettowed, till, at laft, it centered on 
Hans Holbein, a native, as is generally fuppofed, of Bafil, 
and whofe varied excellence merited all the encouragement 
and rewards of his royal and other patrons. Holbein {pent 
the greateft part of his life in this country, and the cata- 
logue of his paintings amounts to a vaft number. It was 
one of his talents, that he was equal to dignified charaéter. 
He had the power of exprefling the piercing genius of More, 
or the grace of Anne Boleyn. ‘There is not a fingle coun- 
tenance into which any mafter has poured greater energy 
of expreflion than in the drawing of fir Thomas More at 
Kentington. It was in oil, in dittemper, and in water co- 
lours that Holbein painted. The laft he had never prac- 
tiled till he came to England, where he learned it of Lucas 
Cornelii, a Dutch painter, in the king’s fervice. -It was 
foon carried to the higheft perfection by Holbein, his mi- 
niatures having all the itrength of oil-colours, joined to the 
moit finifhed delicacy. Of Holbein’s public works in this 
tountry, four only are at prefent certainly known. 
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. The firft is a capital picture in Surgeon’s-hall, which re- 
prefents Henry the Eighth as giving the charter to the 
company of furgeons. In this picture the character of the 
King’s bluff haughtinefs is well fuftained, and all the heads 
of the, company are finely executed: The fecond is a large 
piece in the hall of Bridewell, reprefenting F.dward the Sixth 
in the act of delivering to the Lord Mayor the charter which 
converted the palace of Bridewell.into an hofpital and a 
workhoule. It is believed that this piece was not complet- 
ed by, Holbein, as both he and Edward died quickly after the 
donation. The third and fourth were two large pictures 
exhibiting the Triumphs of Riches and Poverty. Froma 
fight of thefe pictures, Zucchero formed a very high opi- 
nion of the genius of Holbein. There is nothing for which 
his name has more frequently been mentioned than for the 
picture of Sir Thomas More’s family ; though whether that 
picture now exifts, is extremely doubtful. Holbein’s fame 
was fo thoroughly eftablifhed, even during his life, that the 
Italian Matters deigned to borrow from him. Michael 
Angelo Caravaggio, in particular, was much indebted to 
him in two different pictures. So great an admirer was 
Rubens of his works, that he himfelf made fome drawings 
of his Dance of Death, and recommended it to be ftudied 
by young painters. 

The talents of Holbein were not confined to his pictures. 
He was an architect, a modeller, a carver; and was excel- 
Jent in defigning ornaments. Of his architecture there is 
nothing now ftanding but the beautiful porch at the earl of 
Pembroke’s, at Wilton, from which, and from his drawings, 
it is evident, that he had great natural tafte. A noble mo- 
nument of his genius, the Gateway at Whitehall, has fome 
years fince been demolifhed. It is fuppofed that the begins 
ning of the reformation in building was owing to Holbein. 
Befides painters, Henry the Eighth had feveral artifts of 
note in his fervice. Pietro Torregiano, an eminent {culptor, 
was employed by him, and received a thoufand pounds for 
the fuperb tomb of Henry the Seventh. Among many other 
artifts encouraged by the king, John Muftyan is recorded 
as his arras-maker, Jolin de Mayne as his feal-graver, and 
Richard Atfyl as his graver of ftones. 
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Mufic was an art that was in fome degree of cultivation: 
but neither thé fecular nor the facred parts of it were carried 
to any fuch perfection as to be worthy of notice in this 

lace. Concerning the king, it is faid that he compofed a 
fone and an anthem. His love for the art difplayed: itfelf 
in the care which he took that his children fhould be well 
inftructed in mufic. 

Among the encouragersof learning, Henry the Eighth has 
undoubtediy a right to: be placed, though his conduét was 
not uniform in this refpeét, and he fhines more as the patron 
of the arts of defign, than as the promoter of general literature, 
After the diffolution of the monafteries, fome noble lite- 
rary projeéts were formed ; and, at firft, the king appear- 
ed very zealous for their being carried into execuuon. But 
fuch were the folly and extravagance with which his newly 
acquired revenues were diffipated, that the liberal fchemes 
which had been planned, never took effeét. Perhaps it may 
be regarded as fome atonement for this fault, that Henry, 
cowards the clofe of his life, became the founder of Trinity 
College, in Cambridge, 

With regard to the point we are now confidering, Queen 
Catherine deferves to be recorded with peculiar honour. 
Befides the encouragement fhe gave to the ftudy of the 
Scriptures, and the caufe of the Reformation, fhe rendered 
a fingular piece of fervice to the Univerfity of Cambridge, 
on a very critical occafion. When an aét had paffed which 
threw all colleges, chantries, and free chapels into the king’s 
difpofal, the heads of the Univerfity were under the moft 


alarming apprehenfion for the fate of their important and | 


long eftablithed inftitutions. In this exigency they applied 
to the queen, and intreated her interceffion with the king 
in their behalf, which fhe exerted fo effectually, that the 
Colleges were preferved. 

Two of the moft eminent promoters of learning in this 
period, were Richard Fox, bifhop of Winchefter, and Car- 
dinal Wolfey, Fox was the founder of Corpus Chrifti 
college, at Oxford; in which he inftituted two profeifors 


for the Greek and Latin languages. This contre gph 


eftablifhment may be regarded as the firft con picuous in- 
ftance of an a 
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education which had hitherto been held facred in the uni 
verfities of England. The Latin profeflor was expretsly 
dire&ted to extirpate barbarifin from the new fociety; and 
it was appointed that his lectures fhould not be confined 
within the private limits of the college, but lic open to 
the ftudents of Oxford in general. Bifhop Fex enjoined 
the Greek leéturer to explain the beft claffics in that lan- 
guage; and the choice of authors is extremely judicious, 
The poets, hiftorians, and orators, which were recom 
mended by the founder, were of the pureft kind, and 
fuch as are moft efteemed in the prefent improved {tate of 


~ ancient literature. It is remarkable, that this liberal 


prelate, when he formed his plan of: ftudy, did not in- 
fticute a leCturer in philofophy for his college, ashad hitherto 
been almoft the coniiant practice in literary foundations, 
Perhaps he fufpeéted that fuch an endowment would not 
have coincided with his new courfe of erudition; and 
would only have ferved to encourage thofe fubtle and 
trifling diftinétions of the fchoolmen, which had fo long 
choaked the paths of {cience, and ob:truéted the progrets 
of ufeful knowledge. Corpus Chrifti college has been 
adorned by various learned men, and dignified ecclefiaftics, 
of eminent reputation. The fame may be aflerted con- 
cerning Brafe-nofe college, which received its full eftas 
blifhment in this reign. Its firft and chief founder was 
William Smyth, bifhop of Lincoln; and the defign was 
carried to perfection by his relation, fir Richard Sutton. 
The happy beginnings in favour of a new and a rational 
fyftem of academical education, which had for fome time 
appeared, and which had been fo well cherifhed by bifhop 
Fox, were feconded by the munificent fpirit of Cardinal 
Wolfey. A public chair, at Oxford, was founded by him 
in the year 1519, for rhetoric and humanity; foon after 
which another was erected for teaching the Greek langyage. 
Both thefe appointments were accompanied with ample 
falaries. But the higheft literary giory of cardinal Wolfey 
is his having been the founder of Chrift-church, the nobleft 
college of the largeft and moft illuftrious univerfity in the 
world. It would not be eafy to do juftice to this inftitu- 
tion, The magnificence of its buildings, and qhe ¢xtent 
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of its foundations; juftly.call for admiration: but its greats 
eft fplendour is derived from the deans who have governe 
it, the bifhops who have been educated in it, the canons 
by whom it has been adorned; and the learned men it has 
roduced. It will never be forgotten that Locke was a 
ftudent of Chrift-church. | ’ 

Two colleges were eftablifhed at Cambridge during this 
reign. The firft was St. Mary Magdalen’s college, which 
had its beginning from the liberality of Edward Stafford, 
duke of Buckingham, and was completed by Thomas ba- 
ron Audley.of Walden, Lord High Chancellor of England, 
Among the bifhops which have {prung from this feminary, 
it raay juftly boaft of Edmund Grindal, Brian Walton, 
and Richard Cumberland. In the catalogue of its othet 
learned men, we find the names of Dr. James Duport, the 
eminent Grecian; Dr. William Howell, the hiftorian; 
Samuel Pepys, efg. the famous naval writer, and collector 
of manuicripts; and Dr. Daniel Waterland, noted for his 
elaborate vindications of the Trinity, and for fome other 
publications of greater value. 

The other inttitution eftablifhed at Cambridge in the 
time of Henry the Eighth, was the noble and extenfive 
foundation of ‘Trinity college, and which, indeed, is the 
prime glory of that univerfity. Of this college the king 
himielf had the honour of being the founder; and the 
magnificence and munilicence of its ftructure and endow- 
ments, are worthy of a great prince. In literary reputation 
it hath always flood upon high ground. Among its 
bifhops or its matters, it reckons John Whitgift, John 
Overall, John Wilkins, John Pearfon, Ifaac Barrow, Ed- 
ward Fowler, Richard Bentley, Nicholas Clagget, Robert 
Smith, and Zachary Pearce. Its ftatefmen, its critics, its 
poets, its philofophers, its divines, it would not be eafy 
to enumerate; and, to crown the whole, it can boaft of 
having produced a Bacon anda Newton *, 


* Burnet, Biographia Britannica, Hume, Millar, Warton, Pinker: 
ton, Walpole, Bentham, Bulard, Anthony Wood, Berkenhout, &c. &c. 
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CHAPTER 


Affairs of Bengal. 
cal Reform. 
of the Revenues. 


E intended to commence 

the prefent volume of our 
Reciiter with a revicw of fome of 
thofe tranfactions at Madras and 
Bengal, which fucceeded the paci- 
fication with ‘Tippoo Sultan in 
March :784. But, before we at- 
tend to the facts fubfequent to that 
period, it may perhaps be expected 
trom us, that we fhould take fome 
notice of a charge of partiality, 
which has been repeatedly brought 
againit us, in Our narrative of the 
congueft of Canara, and which has 
at length been embodied in a pam- 
phlet, entitled, a Vindication of the 
Conduct of the Englifh Forces, 
employed in that Expedition, pub- 
lihed by the order of the Eaft In- 
dia company, and figned by one 
major, and fifty-two fubalterns of 
the Bombay ettablifhment. 

The point chiefly laboured in this 
pamphlet, relates to the capture of 
Annanpore by major Campbel, 
Refpecting this action we mention- 
ed three circumflances, which un- 


~~ doubtedly were not confidered by 


‘us as topics of applaute. 


‘“* No 


) quarter was given by the army, 


> and every man in the place was put 


ee 


5 


Situation of Oude, 
Mr. Haftings refigns. 
Lord Macartney refigns, 


Z. 
Negociations at Dehli, Ovconomi- 
Affairs of the Carnatic. Surrender 


tothe fword, except one horfeman, 
who made his efcape, after being 
wounded in three different places, 
The women, unwilling to be fepa- 
rated from their relations, or ex- 
pofed to the brutal licentioufnels 
of the foldiery, threw themfelves 
in multitudes into the moats, with 
which the fort was furrounded, 
Four hundred beautiful women, 
pierced with the bayonet, and ex- 
piring in each other’s arms, were in 
this fituation treated by the Britifh 
with every kind of outrage.’’. Thefe 
facts were related, partly on the au- 
thority of a printed letter of lieute- 
nant John Charles Sheen, an officer 
on this fervice, and the lait of them 
nly is controverted in the Bombay 

pamphlet. Mr. Sheen was called up- 
on by one of thefe officers to difavow 
the facts fated in his letter; and 
in his reply he ohferved, ‘¢ thatthe 
bufinefs of Annanpore, was greatly 
exagecrated, and contrary to what 
he wrote home, together with the 
whole of that publication (the 
printed lerter).” We are forry 
that this gentleman has not been 
more explicit, as «a difavowal, 
couched in terms {9 extremely in- 
A 2 definite, 
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definite, thro ws a general fhade of 
obfeurity over his te ilumony, w hile 
ijt cannot take away a certain de- 
gree of authority trom his original 
letter. We are left to fufpeét, that 
he would have heen inore pereinp- 
tory in his contradiction if he could; 
and we are entively in the dark, «as 
to the perfon who interpolated his 
nariative, and the motives that 


) 
’ 
' 
‘ 


could have intftigated fo extraordi- 
ivy a proceeding. ‘The letter, it 


was addretled to his father 
n, and we hope, if that 
van be ftill living, that he 
will communicate to the public the 
real circumftances ofthe cafe, But 
this is not all. Mr. Sheen adds, 
és that he never ted upon 
the bufinefss of Annanpore himfeif :”’ 
an obfervation p unfor- 
tunate, as facts, notcomunents, com- 
pofe the matterin queilion, In the 
mean time we mutt obferve, that 
the ttory of the four hundred wo- 
men is explicitly contradicted in the 
pamphlet of the officers, and we 
theretore cheertully 
conviction that it is founded in mif- 
reprefentation. 


* | ’ . 
Phere are ony two cu 


commen 


irticularly 


} ’ , 
a|ce,;ire out 


eramfla T 
Cumuances 


behide thele, that receive any dil- 
tinct notice from ¢! Bo ") ubay ofh- 
cers. At Onore, and; at An- 
nanpore, the places were eshen by 
form, and orders were “Tae that 
no quarter fliould be miVeN, This 
sccount is admitted in their pain- 
»! let, and three ap logics are of 
tered. In the firit place, the pro- 


ceeGcing Wa i accordmg to the 
rules of w: In the next, 
the ¢ riifon 1 of Annanpore 


6 that 


was 


Te ao ff . a 
treated us particular feverity, Was 
entively owing to their h ving been 
culty ofa “A - 


¢ hot the law of na- 
tions, in detaining a fl ’ of truce 
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furrender :”’ 
they observe, «© thar 
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thofe who ferved in the expedition, 
did not forget the calls of huma. 
nity, and lamented that the horrors 
of war fhould have involved the ip. 
nocent with the guilty :” but add, 
» foldier mutt pay implicit obs. 
dicnee to the voice that commands 
him, however the feelings of the 
man may be atiected.”? ‘The two 
firit of thefe apologies we fha'| leave 
to be eftimated by the reader: in 
the laft we acknowlege a degree of 
weight, but we had not then ’y nor 
have we now materials, to enable 
us to afcertain in the cafe of each 
individual, what is to be afcribed 
to the deliberation of choice, and 
what to the paflivenefs of fubmif. 
fion. 

It is already fufticiently evident, 
how little has been effected by the 
vindication of the Bombay ofhcers, 
The great outlines and character 
of the expedition remain unaltered, 
Ie is fill true, that a remarkable 
decree of feverity was employed i in 
the field ; ; thatin the capture of the 
fortreffes of Canara the principle ot 
a itorm and no quarter, Was very 
frequent!y applied; and that the 
acquilition of money was too much 
the governing object in every flage 
of the undertaking. “he vindica 
tion of the officers 4 is therefore done 
them little fervice ; and it happens 
here, as it generally does 
cafe of an imperfect reply, thar the 

najority of the fa¢ts are rather 
ftrengthened and demontirated by 
the attempt to refute them. Wid 
refpect to the conclufion of the - 
ry; the treafures of Hydernagu 
and the charge brought againtl iw 
by Tippoo, | “that they had broken 
the terms of capitulation, and that 
when the fort Was furrendered nota 
rupee was to be found in it; thef 
cireussth ances are pafled over ‘by the 
oilicers in the protoundett filence. 


ft was this, that roufed the fultan 


t. the 


tus 


in the. 


m 


et ante ihe Bene at 


vo Deel 





-o- 


. 


= 


in 
of 
or 
ile 
ch 
e| 


if. 


ter 
od, 
dle 


the 

ot 
ery 
the 
ich 
ige 
Cas 
one 


ens 


the . 


the 
het 
by 
nth 
{to- 
aut 
em 
ken 
that 
ota 
rele 
the 
nce. 
\ran 
tu 


FOREIGN 


to vengeance, and it is to this, that 
he appeals for his juflification in 
difregarding a capitulation which 
had firit been diflolved by the van- 
quithed Enghih. 

‘The reader will naturally ima- 
eine, that the authors of the New 
Annual Regiiter were inftigated by 
no perfonal malevolence againit 
their countrymen in India, and that 
they were actuated folely by a re- 
gard for juttice and humanity. 
That the furviving officers would 
be mortified by the refult of the pic- 
ture, was a circumftance which was 
originally in our view, though we 
did not permit either au unwilli: ig - 
nets to offend, or a dread of re fent- 
ment, to deter us from the execu- 
tion of our nh Vhether or not 
what are called the rules of war, 
juitified the moft faneuinary pro- 
ceedings in India, we never tlaid go 
enquire. We were not ignorant, 
that they were fuccefstully applied 
to the juftification of thote actions 
in ancient or modern tines, Which 
truth and humanity contemplate 
with horror. It has been fiuid, 
that we treated the petty bloodihed 
ot Canara with reprobation, while 
the greater ravages of Hyder did 
not equally excite our indign: ition. 
Suppoting this to be true, it may 
2m accounted tor by a very obvious 

eafon. In inveighing againtt Hy- 

er, We fhould only have been gra- 
tify in: ‘3 national predile¢ tion, and in- 
viting a ipiris of retaliation and car- 
nase. In condemning the impro- 
per proceedings of our own forces, 
we were animated by a fuitable zeal 
tor the Britifh character; we were 
contributing what was in our pow- 
er to the termination of thofe fcenes 
in India, which have fo long dil- 
graced us; we were reufing the 
voice of.equity in the breatts of the 
deline que nts; and convincing them, 


that the hardfhips they might fuffe a 


HISTORY. F 


could not annihilate the remem- 
brance of the blame they might in- 
cur, ‘To return to the fubject of 
our hiflory. 

In the New Annual Regifler for 
the year 1784, we brought down 
the tranfactions, both of Madras 
and Bengal, to the clofe of the year 
1783. ‘Lhe remaining tranfadtions, 
which are neceffary to complete 
our furvey of the adminillration of 
Mr. Hattings and of lord Macart- 
ney, belong to a period of tranquil- 
litv, and are theretore unlike thofe 
which have pri ceded them, uncon- 
nected and defultory., One of them, 
which has formed an object of fome 
dd lifquifition, carries us back beyond 
the period we have affigned, So 
early as the month of Augutt 1782, 
major Browne was commillioned by 
the fupreme council, which then 
confifted of Mr. Hattings, Mr. 
Wheler, and Mr. “: phere 
upon an embafly to th ‘at Mo. 
gull at his c Apits il of Den lls and 
his inftructions were drawn up by 
the governor veneral, and approved 
by the board. We were at that 
time engaged in war with the Ma- 
rattas, Hyder Ah a eae persia 


and the Dutch; and it appears to 
have been cone weeds’ has in “this 
fituation, we were bound to look 


out on all fides tor contederates and 


allics. Of all the powers in India 
indeed, the Great Mogul was the 
leaft formidable in re fp: ét of appa- 
rent ftreneth. [is immediate do- 


minions has been alternately the 
prey of the Maratess and the Seiks, 
and in t76s, he had taken refuge 
feat of the Enelith govern- 
at r+ lcutta. From the pe- 
riod at which he had quitted our 
condition 


in the 
micut 


in os77t, his 


territories 

had not meliorated; and accord. 
invly the overcures, which major 
Browne was impowered to make, 


were not tor any reinforcement oa 


sa 3 his 
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his part, but on the contrary toen- 
courage apy propofal, that fhould 
be fuggefted by the Mogul or his 
minifler, for military ailiftance trom 
Bengal. One of the cautes of ma- 
jor Browne’s being fent at this 
time, was the death of Nuzeph 
Khan, the Mogul minitter, in the 
preceding April, who bad been in 
long habits of connection with the 
government of Calcutta, This 
connection it was deemed highly 
proper to maintain; and it was 
conceived, that, however weak were 
the actual power of the Mogul, the 
fanction ot his name, and the ttamp 
of his authority, would have no in- 
eonfiderable intluence in inclining 
the balance of war. 

It happened to major Browne, 
as it had done in feveral other of 
our Indian tranfactions, that, in- 
ftead ot proceeding immediately to 
the place of his dettination, he was 
detained firlt in Oude, and after- 
wards in other places in the courfe 
of his route, fo that he did not 
reach Delhi tll December 1783. 
Upon his arrival however he lott 
nv time, and immediately arranged 
with Afirafiab Khan, the then mi- 
nifter of the Mogul, the arcicles of 
an agreement, drawn up in the f{pi- 
rit ot his initructions. According- 
ly in the fame month, he addreffed 
a letter to the yovernor veneral, in- 
forming him of the itate ot the 
tranfaction, and reprefentiag Ww an 
emphatical ityle the urgeney of the 
bulinefs. ‘* We have offered to 
treat,” lays the relident; ** the Mo- 
gul has accepted: we have annex- 
ed conditions ; he has approved of 
them.” But, in the interval be- 
tween the preparation of the in- 
ftructions and their execution, the 
fituation of affairs in India was en- 
tirely changed ; the treaty with the 
Marattas was already concluded ; 
the French war was terminated ; 


and the period of a general peace 
feemed rapidly to approach. The 
quettion, whether a military aflift. 
ance fhould be afforded to the Mo. 
cul, was debated in the fupreme 
council in the month of O&ctober, 
and the board appeared to imagine, 
that, though once it might have 
been advifable, it was no longer 
fo. Mr. Hattings indeed retained 
his original opinion ; but he was 
left alone in a minority. And, the 
queftion having been already dif- 
cuffed, major Browne's letter was 
pot taken into regular confidera- 
tion, but was pafled over in filence 
and negle¢t. 

We have mentioned Mr. Haf- 
tings’s intention of proceeding, in 
the beginning of the year 1784, 
upon a journey to Lucknow, the 
capital of Oude. The fituation of 
the nabob of this province, the moft 
important and powerful of our de- 
pendencies in this quarter of India, 
has long been extremely undefire 
able, and his complaints and expof- 
tulations had been loud and unin. 
termitted. He was impoverifhed, 
by the magnitude of the fubfidy 
levied upon him by the Britifh gos 
vernment, which had gradually 
been increafed from 36,0001. to 
312,000 |. per annum, and by the 
number of troops that was {tations 
ed in his territories from the fame 
quarter. The remedies, which 
from time to time had been applied 
by the government general, con- 
fifled in temporary expedients, and 
not in the application of great prin 
ciples of policy. We continually 
interfered even in the detail of his 
government; his firft minifter was 
merely the tool of the Britifh, and 
the moit opulent of his fubjeds 
were frequently the obje& of our 
complaint and perfecution. Occa- 
fionally we withdrew a confiderable 
part of the troops that were quat- 
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tered upon him, and they were al- 
mo immediately reftored to their 
former fituation; the nabob com- 
plained of our refident Mr. Middle- 
ton, and Mr. Briftow was fubiti- 
tuted in his room; he again com- 
plained of Mr. Briftow, and Mr. 
Haftings fer out for Lucknow to 
examine the accufation. The 
wounds of this great and fertile 
province were fkinned over, and 
were never probed to the bottom. 
From the detolate and impoverifh- 
ed itate of his dominions, the nabob 
ran in our debt for his annual fub- 
fidy ; and he was prompted to con- 
fifcate the jaghires, or fettlements, 
of kis mother and grandmother, 
and to aflefs a difproportionate fine 
upon Fizulla Khan, one of his de- 
pendents, in order to difcharge the 
arrears. Thele arrears were con- 
lidered by many perfons in this 
country, as the abfurd claim of a 
nominal debt, fince the ruin and 
defolation of the foil, were, in all 
countries and in common reafon, a 
difcharge in full for the rent: but 
it was fuppofed not to accord with 
the fituation of the Eaft India com- 


_ pany, to confider them in_ that 


light. 

The mifgovernment of Oude is 
not to be artributed folely to the 
meafures of Mr. Haftings. ‘The 
tluctuating fituation of our preli- 
dency, in which the governor ge- 
neral was at one time all seneilils 
and then for a longer time was left 
in a contemptible minority, the 
ftruggles to which he was reduced, 
in order to retain his authority and 
his influence, were undoubtedly 
the very natural fource of a tempo- 
rifing conduct. The fubfidy paid 
by the nabob to the Englifh, oc- 
— a confiderable drain of 
pecie from his dominions, and he 
had no trade by which that {pecie 
eould be replaced, Of confequence, 
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as Mr. Haftings juftly obferves, 
our fubfidy is a fource of impovere 
ifhment to the province, and the 
prefent advantages we derive from 
it muft fooner or later ceafe to ex- 
ift. In his prefent journey to Lucks 
now, the governor general reliev- 
ed the nabob from a confiderable 
part of the Britifh troops, agreed 
ultimately to withdraw our relident 
frém his capital, and our interfe- 
rence from his government, and 
appears to have put his fuppoled 
debt in a reafonable train of liquida- 
tion. Thefe meafures he obliged 
the fupreme council to engage to 
maintain, before he quitted Bengal, 
and the good or ill efteéts that fhall 
refult from them remain to be 
feen. 

While Mr. Haftings was at Luck- 
now, an extraordinary event ec- 
curred, which excited confiderable 
fpeculation. This was the flight 
of the prince jehander Shah, the 
eldeft fon of the Mogul, about thir- 
ty-fix years of age, froin the capital 
of Delhi; and his refolution to 
throw himfelf upon the protection 
of the nabob and the governor ge- 
neral at Lucknow. We have feem 
in various inftances how common 
an event it is in India, for the mi- 
niflers of the different princes to 
ufurp their entire authority, and 
to hold their mafters in a kind of 
honourable imprifonment. This 
was now the fituation of the Mogul. 
The minifter that fucceeded, upon 
the death of Nuzeph Khan, who 
had for feveral years held the reins 
of government, was Mirza Shuffeh ; 
but he did not long retain this en¢ 
viable fituation. ‘Towards the end 
of September 1783, when he had 
held his office about eighteen 
months, he was treacheroufly af- 
fatfinated in a public procetfion by 
Affrafiab Khan, a difcontented fub- 
je@t of the Mogul, with whom he 
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had juft concluded a treaty of ac- 
commodation. Mirza Shufieh had 
probably been the miniiter ot his 
fovereign’s choice; but Aftratiab, 
who feized upon this opportunity, 
under the name of firii minifter, to 
wrett the conduct of government 
from the fecble hands ot the Mogul, 
was undoubtedly unacceptable to 
his mafter. His treatment of his 
prince was conformable to the un- 
principled treachery and ambition, 
which had appeared in his conduct 
towards Mirza. He allowed the 
Mogul:no voice, no concern in the 
affairs of his government. Not 
contented with this, he went tar- 
ther: he deprived the monarch of 
the whole ot his revenues, and 
dealt out to him a fcanty pittance 
with fo avaricious a hand, that the 
fucceflor of Aurungzebe and the 
nominal fovereign of all Indotian, 
was reduced to the mot{t unbecom- 
ing and mortifying extremities. 
Prince Jehander, pierced to the foul 
by the fituation of his father, em- 
braced an opportunity of flight, in 
order to gain by his reprefentations 
fome relief from the authority and 
interference of the Englith govern- 
ment. But, though his purpoie 
appears to have been thus filial and 
virtuous, his father was obliged by 
his tyrannical minifler, to fend cir- 
cular orders to every quarter tor 
bis apprehenfion, and to demand of 
the neighbouring princes, that they 
fhould refufe him both countenance 
and protection. The Mogul how- 
ever tound the opportunity of {peak- 
ing privately to major Browne, the 
Englith refident, and affuring him, 
that this demand was the refult of 
compulfion, 

Prince Jehander was accordingly 
honourably received by Mr. Hati- 
ings, who {peaks of him, in his let- 
fer to the court of directors, in 
terms of high commendation, and 


relates, that the pecuniary prefents 
he received from himfelt and the 
nabob, were faithfully fent by him 
to the Mogul, the prince obferving 
at the fame time, ** that, while he 
knew his father daily experienced 
the greateft diftrefles, he thought it 
unlawful for him to enjoy the lux- 
uries of life.”” But this was all the 
relief, that Jehander was able to 
obtain. Upon the queition, whe- 
ther or not a military afliftance 
fhould be offered to the Mogul, Mr. 
Hattings again dittered with his 
council, and was again in a mino- 
rity. ‘he prince withdrew trom 
the Englith dependencies, and took 
refuge in the camp of Madagi Sin- 
dia. Aftrafiab was aflailinated on 
the fecond of November 1784, and 
Madagi, who, either by chance or 
delign, Was at that time near the 
{pot, embraced the opportunity, 
poflefied himielf of the perfon ot 
the Mogul, and obtained the ufuat 
patents conitituting him firit minii- 
ter of the empire. 

Mr. Hatlings, having completed 
the purpote tor which he had tra- 
velled to Lucknow, returned to 
Calcutta on the feventh of Novem- 
ber, fomewhat lefs than a month 
atter the death of Mr. Wheler, 1 
whofe hands he had intended, when 
he quitted the government, to Icave 
the fupreme power. It eppears, 
that he had originally formed the 
refolution to have failed tor Eng- 
land in the beginning of the year 
1784, unlefs fome material change 
weie introduced by the legiilature 
in the conititution of the province 
ot Bengal, and unlets he were per- 
mitted to pofiefs the fupreme au- 
thority, without a continual, vex- 
atious, and ineffectual ftruggle with 
the other members of his council. 
‘Lhe repretentations of the nabob 
had induced him to exert himielt 
tor his relief and see 

an 
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and of confequence to defer his de- 
parture for England to the fuble- 
quent year. Having eflected this 
purpofe, and finding no reafon to 
expect that his political author- 
ity would be increafed by new pow- 
ers from England, he fpent the 
concluding weeks of the year 1784, 
in making fuch arrangements in 
the external and internal concerns 
of the province, as he conceived 
to be incumbent upon him previ- 
oufly to his departure, and as 
would caufe the burchen of govern- 
ment to fit lighter upon the fhoul- 
ders of his fucceffor. 

One of the moit important of 
thefe arrangements related to the 
civil eftablifhment of the province 
of Bengal. The falartes of per- 
fons, conttituting certain boards, 
which had been inftiuted by Mr, 
Hattings, were undoubtedly fuch, 
as in this country we are ufed to 
regard as enormous. Mr. john 
Anderfon, for example, a perfon of 
tome character in the fervice of the 
compiny, received a falary of 
10,0001, per annum, as a member 
ot a board of account at Calcutta, 
at the fame time that he actually 
filled the advantageous flation of 
Brith retident at the court of 
Madagi Sindia. ‘The appointments 
of the other members and otf the 
pretidents were equally lavifh. The 
ineature Was defended by Mr. Haft- 
1ugs and his triends trom the confi- 
deration, that emoluments, which 
mighe be adequate in Britain, 
might be much otherwife in India, 
where every perfon looked forward 
to the time, when he fhould return, 
and enjoy the fruits of his induttry 
m tranquillity at home. It was 
added, that the revenues, which 
the falt ottce and the other board 
were appointed to fuperintend, 


Were created by Mr, Hattings, and 
that this was a juft fource ot liberal 
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allowance and of fair difcretinn to 
the governor general, 

At length however it was thought, 
that a retorm and reduction undec 
thefe heads were indifpentible, It 
was natural, that fo long and fo ex- 
tenfive a war, as that from which 
we were juft liberated, fhould be a 
fource ot anticipation and debt to 
the company’s poffeffions ; and this 
debt was confidered by fome per- 
fons in fo ferious a light, as to be 
equivalent toabankruptcy. In the 
mean time it did not amount to more 
than three crores of rupecs, or three 
millions iterling; and the annual 
revenue of Benval is computed by 
Mr. Haftines to amount to five 
crores and a halt. But, trifling as 
the debt might feem, it was the 
fource of great and ferious embar- 
raffinent to the provincial govern- 
ment. The creait of the company 
was decried, the notes upon the 
treafury ot beng il were nevociated 
at an liamente difcount, the civil 
and the military citablifhments were 
lett unpaid and difcontented. Ina 
this fituation Mr, Hattings believs 
ed, that no meafure could be fo ef- 
fectual for the relief ot the com- 
pany asaretorm; and he accord- 
ingly drew up a plan for this pur- 
pole, Which was fubmitted to the 
fupreme council on the twentieth 
of December 178:, and received 
their ultimate fanction on the fourth 
of January 1785. The period, 
which was chofen for this meafure, 
was a fubject of animadverfion. By 
the enemies of Mr. Hatiings it was 
faid, that, in the firft place, the 
admitlion of the reform amounted 
to an explicit confeffion, that the 
former eitablifiment had been un- 
neceffarily profufe. The retrench. 
ment of eflablifhments in itfelf in- 
deed demanded great courage, 
firmnefs, and political virtue; m- 
dividuals were difobliged, and only 
the 
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the pnblic was benefited: the re- 
fentment of individuals was acute ; 
the gratitude of the public was fee- 
ble and inactive. But Mr. Hatt- 
ings had contrived to get all the re- 
putation of a reformer without any 
of its difadvantages. He merely 
put his finger upon eftablifhments, 
and he lett it to others to bring 
home the principle to individuals. 
He carried away unfairly the ap- 

laufe of the meafure, and left all 
its odium to his fuccefiors. 

Mr. Hatlings deicribed his con- 
duct in a very different light. In 
introducing the reform he had done 
all that was dilerctionary, and what 
remained tor his fucceflors, was 
what could not be avoided, and 
therefore might not be blamed. It 
was an argument of great political 
intrepidity, and of a high fenfe of 
con{cious innocence, that Mr. Haft- 
ings fhould vesture upon fuch a 
meafure at fuch a period. He was 
juit about to return home and to 
tace his enemics. He knew that 
his conduct had loudly been ar- 
raigned, and that the fet of men 
who had accufed him, were refpect- 
able in their influence, elevated in 
their ability, and tenacious of their 
reijolutions. ‘There never was a 
time, in which he flood more in 
need of perfonal fupport, or had 
a itronger private inducement to 
court it. Yet he felt great fatif- 
taction in clofing his adminittration 
with a meafure, neceflary in itfelf, 
peculiarly incumbent upon him, 
but which would give mortal of- 
tence to numbers both in India and 
England. He expected the wort 
effects from-it to himfelf, and he 
Was prepared to encounter them, 

Mr. Hattings failed trom Bengal 
on the ninth of February 17385. 
Having brought down his adminif- 
tration to a clofe, it may not be 
unnatural for us to fay one word 
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to a queftion, which has been a 
fubject ot great difcuffion in Eng- 
land, and which has given rife to 
various opinions; we mean, the 
amount of his perfonal tortune at 
the time that he quitted his govern- 
ment. Undoubtedly we are un- 
able to give complete fatisfaction 
to our readers upon this head, and 
we might leave it for that future 
elucidation, which a lapfe of years 
mutt neceilarily afford. ‘This elu- 
cidation will indeed be the torch, 
which will affiit the pen of hittory. 
But, obliged as we are to collect our 
materials within a fhort period, we 
think, that it is proper to give the 
reader fuch information as we are 
able, and not to leave him entirely 
in the dark, merely becaufe we can- 
not introduce him to meridian ra- 
diance. We will only bring toge- 
ther the facts that come betore us, 
and leave the conclution to be ce- 
duced by others. 

By Mr. Hattings and his friends, 
his fortune has been faidto be ex- 
tremely imall. In a pamphlet, 
which he publifhed foon atter his 
arrival in England, he mentions 
the circumitance of Mrs. Hatlings’s 
having come over in one year, and 
himfelf in another, as compelling 
him to the ‘ yepetition of an ex- 
pence, which his fortune could ill 
afford.’’ Ina letter, which he ad- 
drefled to the court of directors, 
and which is dated on the river 
Ganges, Feb. 21, 1784, he brings 
to account a wumber of items, the 
** aggregate of a contingent aecount 
ot twelve years,’”? which he cone 
fefies it Was not his original inten- 
tion to have charged upon the com- 
pany, and which he ‘credits by 
a {um, privately received, and ap- 
propriated to their fervice.” He 
obferves, that his own * fortune 
is unequal to fo heavy a charge,” 
and he apologifes for the mode he 
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has adopted by remarking, that 
‘¢ their intereft would futter infi- 
nitely lefs by the precedent, than 
by the example of a life, fpent in 
the accumulation of crores for their 
benefit, and doomed in its clofe to 
{ufler the extremities of private 
want and fink in obfeurity.” Mr. 
Haftings and his friends have fince 
become more explicit. He has ap- 
plied to the company to fettle upon 
him a penfion, and the fum of 
soocl. per annum was mentioned. 
Bur this propofal has been futpend- 
ed on account of the impeachment 
now depending before the houfe of 
lords. Major Scott farther tiated 
in the houfe of commons, during 
the laft feffion, that the precife 
amount of the capital of Mr. Haf- 
tings’s fortune was 60,000l. 

It is undoubtedly natural in mot 
cafes, to take for granted the im- 
plications of one perfon, and the 
aflertions of another, when they 
relate to a fubjeQt, with which they 
might naturally be fuppofed to be 
well acquainted. In the cafe of a 
criminal charge indeed, the perfonal 
allegations of the individual who is 
accufed, are of courfe to be put 
out of the queftion, But with re- 
gard to major Scott, whatever im- 
proprietics he may be fuppofed to 
have incurred in the courfe of a 
long and obftinate controverfy, his 
veracity remains unimpeached and 
unfufpected; and thofe, who are 
difpofed to controvert his affertion, 
muft be obliged to fuppofe, which 
certainly is not impoflible, that he 
fhould be ignorant of the real a- 
mount of the fortune of his late 
principal. On the other hand, the 
{um itfelf is undoubtedly difpro- 

rtionate, and it may be treated as 
incredible. The falary of the go- 


vernor general, the great perqui- 
fites that have ufually been annex- 
ed to his office, the inftances we 
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have that Mr. Haftings did not al- 
ways refule fums of money pri- 
vately tendered him, the frugality 
of his perfonal eflablifiment, and 
the long continuance of his govern- 
ment, would have betorchand ren- 
dered it probable that he was rich. 
With reipett to facts we know only 
one of any confiderable weight. 
Mrs. Haflings, as we have already 
intimated, arrived in England in 
the year 1784, and about twelve 
months before her hufband ; and it 
has been faid, that the fum, which 
was appropriated for her expences 
previoufly to the return ot Mr. 
Haitings, was 4cool. per annum, 
and that this fum was to be paid 
by certain gentlemen, who ufually 
had the tranfaction of Mr. Hatt- 
ings’s pecuniary affairs in England. 
Mrs. Hattings’s expences were ima- 
gined fo far to have exceeded this 
allowance, that the genilemen 
thought themfelves bound to re- 
monttrate with her, obferving, that 
the fum in queition would fearcelv 
do more than anfwer the apparent 
expences of one quarter, and that 
it was impoffible for them to advance 
more than the fum that was appro- 
priated, ‘To this Mrs. Haflings re- 
plied, that fhe was perfectly com- 
petent to the conduét of her own 
affairs, and that they might reft af- 
fured, that fhe would not expofe 
them to any difficulty, refpecting 
the fum for which Mr. Haftings 
had rendered himfelf anfwerable. 
The tranfactions of the govern- 
ment of Madras, during the period 
of which we treat, are not lefs ime 
portant than thofe of the govern. 
ment general at Bengal. The moft 
confiderable affair of the adminilflya- 
tion of lord Macartney who pre- 
fided, related to the affignment of 
the revenues of the nabob of Ar- 
cot, which was made by a folemn 
act to that nobleman in the 
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of December 1781. This mea- 
fure naturally arofe out of the very 
unprovided and defencelefs condi- 
tion, in which the Carnatic had 
been found at the period of the in- 
vafion of Hyder Ali. It fufficiently 
appeared, that the perfons, who 
had then the conduct of the nabob’s 
affairs, were by no means qualified 
ro aflitt by their efforts the refolute 
fiand which was made by the Eng- 
tith im that quarter. Attacked as 
we were on every fide, ftruggling 
with a moft formidable confederacy, 
of the fultan ot Myfore, the peth- 
wa of the Marattas, the fuba of the 
Decan, and the raja of Berar, it 
would have been unjuttifiable in us, 
to trifle with our fituation, or to 
facrifice the pothibility of our poli- 
tical exillence to the formalities of 
rank, and the ceremonial of a court. 
Lord Macartney theretore, by a 
conduct that has been generally ap- 
proved in this country, obtained 
trom the nabob the prerogative ot 
farming out his dittricts and col- 
lecting his revenues, and this power 
was made over to the prefidency of 
Madras during the continuance of 
the war, or tor the fpecitic terms 
of three or five years, as lord Ma- 
cartney fhould agree with the rene 
ters under the new leafes. 

The falutary effects of this mea- 
fure fpeedily began to appear. The 
prefidenr, unwilling to retain in 
bis hands a power of fo invidious a 
nature, and fo liable to mifcon- 
firuction, appointed, i in conjunction 
with his council, a committee of 
ailiyned revenue tor the conduct and 
fuperintendence ot the territorial 
allairs of the Carnatic. ‘Thete 
gentlemen made a report in the 
month ot M; ty 1782; and trom 
this paper it appears, that they had 
been able to recover in fome mea- 
jure one halt of the dittricts of the 
nabob trom the ravaces of war 


] 


that thefe difiricts were farmed by 
public advertifement to fuch per- 
fons as offered the beit terms, and 
bore the moft refponfible charatier ; 
that the rent for which they had 
agreed with the farmers was fome- 
what lels than that, which the na- 
bob profeiled to have made in the 
years immediately proeevsng the 
war; and that, by a reduction of 
the ‘expences, the net revenue 
would fomewhat more than double 
that, which had been raifed in the 
former inftance. Their fyitem was 
to take complete effect on the 12th 
of the following July. 

It was probably more owing to 
the diftrefled fituation of bis domi- 
nions, than to any Conviction in 
his mind of the rectitude of the 
meafure, that the nabob had been 
induced to yield his aflent to the 
conceflion of December 1781. ‘The 
minifiers, who had condu¢ted his 
affairs, the men who had brought 
upon his country all its pretent ca- 
lamities, and who had fattened up- 
on its {poils, were indeed terr'tied 
into filence in the moment of dan- 
ger, but foon bevan to repent ot 
their precipitation in not having 
diffuaded their matter from a mea- 
fure, which deprived them of fo 
much of their influence. It is ge- 
nerally fuppofed, that a principal 

caufe of the diftrefs of the Carnatic 
had confitted in the corrupt pro- 
ceedings of Mr. Benfield and others, 
ufually known by the defcription 
of the Englifh creditors of the na- 
bob of Arcot. In the war before 
the lait, the ftandard of Great 
Britain had been fuccefstully erect- 
ed, both at the mouth of the Gan- 
ges, and upon the coaft of Coro- 
mande!; and the immediate confe- 
quence of our victories was the ob- 
taining tor the Englifh Eatt-India 
company a decifive afcendant in the 
dominions of the nabob of Bengal 
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gud the nabob of the Carnatic. 
cur influence in Bengal has pro- 

duced its complete effect. Though 
the family of the nabob fill exiits, 
and though the heir poflefies a no- 
minal royalty, yet the government 
of Calcutta, under the name of his 
duan or treafurer, have engrotled 
the political power, and reduced the 
nabob to a mere cy pher. 

It is natural for a prince to be a 
lover of power; and we can fearce- 
ly cenfure in any man an unwil- 
lingnefs, to watie the term of his 
life in inglorious impotence and 
eafe. Theie were the fentiments 
that had been felt by the nabob of 
Arcot ; and he accordingly exerted 
himfelf to avoid the fame kind of 
depolition and degradation, which 
had overtaken the nabob of Ben- 
eal. To effect this, he believed, 
that he could not adopt a more 
advantageous method, than that of 
creating an Englith party in his fa- 
vour, which might balance, ‘and 
occafionally control the direct in- 
fluence of the prelidency. Accord- 
ingly he entered into a friendly 
intercourfe with many individuals 
of the Englifh nation ; he fought 
to heap upon them his tavours, to 
attach them to his perfon, and to 
engage them permanently in his 
intereft. In order to have the pre- 
fidency more immediately under 
his infpection, he removed from 
his capital of Arcot to the hamlet 
of Chepauk, in the fuburbs of Ma- 
dias. Such is fuppofed to have 
been the rife of the debts of the 
nabob, ‘That he might gain his 
ends, he gave to fome bonds of 
pecuniary obligation for fictitious 
loans. In other initances he a¢tu- 
aily borrowed fums of money, 


which it was contrary to the regu- 

lations of the Eaft-lndia company 

tor any of their fervants to lend, in 

order to confer immediate bounty 
2 
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upon fuch as might not be able to 
wait for the flower operations of 
ufury; or to fupport thofe necetfli- 
ties, whic h were the natural fruits 
of fo corrupt a fyitem, The debts 
once contracted, it would have been 
difficult, perhaps in many inftances 
impotiible for the company, to dif- 
tinguifh the fictitious loans fram 
the true; and it would have teemed to 
have been a hard meafure, where 
large fums of money had really 
been advance, though contrary to 
the regulations of the company, t 
have expretly forbidden the “me 
ment of thote fums. Nor would 
fuch a prohibition have been leis 
ineffectual, than fevere. 

The creditors of the nabob had 
long had in their poffeilion the col- 
lection of his revenues. Impo- 
verifhed himfelf, he was unable to 
pay the intereit of his loans in 
{pecie, and he had gone on from 
time to time afligning over to his 
creditors different diitricts of his 
dominions, in order that by their 
own management they might ex-~ 
tract from thofe diftri¢ts the annui- 
ties they claimed. It was natural, 
that this fhould have been a profit. 
able trade to the creditors. Col- 
lecting themfelves the intereft of 
their money, they could charge 
without fear of contravention what 
fums they pleafed for the expence 
of the’ colle¢tion, and could bri ‘ing 
to account, as the amount of the 
real revenue, as little as they thought 
proper. 

This trade had found a fudden 
and premature termination in the 
general allignment, that was made 
of his revenue by the nabob of 
Arcot to the prefidency of Madras. 
That this was nor oppofed by the 
creditors, Was partly owing, as has 
already been faid, to the hopelefs 
firuation of the nabob’s affairs. 
Perhaps for a time they flattered 

theu- 
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themfelves, rhat they fliould be able 
to obtain the fame kind of influ- 
ence over lord Macartney, that 
they had exercifed over the nabob 
of Arcot. They had eftablifhed a 
formidable power in the country, 
and, if not by inclination, at leatt 
by terror, he might be deterred 
from entering into open hoftilicy 
with them. ‘They had fhown in 
their conteft fix years before with 
Jord Pigot, that they were not with- 
out their partifans, either in the 
province of Bengal, or in the king- 
dom of Great Britain. Fut they 
ipeedily found their miflake in the 
prefent inftance. “Che renters of 
the diftridls were almott all of them 
changed. In the granting of the 
new leafes no attention was paid to 
the folicitations of fricndfhip, of 
the acquilition of intereil. It has 
never been imputed to lord Ma- 
cartney, either be his friends or his 
enemies, that he difplayed too much 
of forbearance and complaifance to 
the perfons, who had moitt credit 
with the nabob of Arcot. 

The controverfy that followed 
was Curious in its circumftances, 
ynd protracted in its duration, An 
account of the meature was fent 
over by the Englifh government to 
the Eaft-India company at home, 
and it received the fanction cf the 
court of diectors in the month of 
September 1782. Nearly at the 
fame inftant, the minitters of the 
nabob in India applicd to the fu- 
preme council at Bengal to fuper- 
cede the afhgument of the revenues, 
wpon condition that the nabob 
thould pay out of them a fpecific 
fum monthly for the fupport of the 
war, Their petition was granted. 
Prders were difpatched to lord 
Macartney to give up the inftru- 
ment ot aflenment; and it was un- 
deritood, that fir Evre Coote, who 


; 
‘ 


carried thefe orders in bis laf voy- 


ave to Madras, in March 1583, 
was authorifed to proceed to extre- 
mities with lord Macartney, in cafe 
he refufed compliance, and even 
to fufpend him from his govern- 
ment. The death of that celebrat- 
ed officer two days after his arrival, 
for the prefent diverted the itorm, 
Major-general Stuart, a gentleman, 
who had been particularly active in 
the arreft and imprifonment of lord 
Pigot, was charged by lord Macart- 
ney with taking up the butinefs, 
which fir Eyre Coote was to have 
finifhed, and carrying on a fecret 
and improper correfpondence with 
the council at Bengal. It was in 
confequence of this charge, that 
general Stuart was arrefted by the 
order of lord Macartney in Sep- 
tember 783, and fent to England 
in the following month. In the 
mean time this nobleman, refting 
his confidence in the fanétion of 
the court of directors, refufed to 
comply with the mandate of the 
fupreme council. That mandate 
had been repeated in the month of 
Auguft, but without effect. 

There are paffages in the corref- 
pondence of the different parties in 
this bufinefs, that appear to de- 
ferve to be extracted in this hif- 
tory. The reafonings of lord 
Macartney, in defence of his con- 
duct, and to induce the fupreme 
council to give up their oppofition, 
turn chiefly upon the injuttice that 
would be done to the new renters, 
to whom leafes had been granted 
tor the terms of three and five 
years, in conformity with the con- 
ditions of the affignment, and who 
reited for their fupport upon the 
faith of the company. “ Their 
leates,”’ fays his lordfhip, ¢ can- 
not be legally torn from them. 
Nothing, but their previous breach 
of a part, could juftify our breach 
of the whole; fuch a firetch and 
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abufe of power would indeed not 
ovlv favour of the affumption of 
fovereinty ; but of arbitrary and 
opprefiive defpotifm. In the pre- 
fent conteft, whether the nabob be 
guilty, or we be guilty, the ren- 
ters are not guilty. Whichever 
of the contending parties has brok- 
en the condition of the alfignment, 
the renters have not broken the 
condition of their leafes. Thefe 
men, in conducting the bufinefs of 
the affignment, have acted in op- 
ofition to the defigns of the nabob, 
in defpite of the menaces denoun- 
ced againft all who fhould dare to 
oppole the mandates of the durbar 
jutiice. Gratitude and humanity 
require, that provifion fhould be 
made by you, before you fet the 
nabob’s miniflers loofe upon the 
country, for the protection of the 
victims devoted to their ven- 
geance.” 

The charges that are brought by 
the court of the nabob againtt lord 
Macartney, are not a little extra- 
ordinary, and are in the fame ftyle 
with thofe which were heaped in 
Jaborious abundance upon lord Pi- 
got. Befide the circumftances of 
inattention and neglect on the part 
of the prefident, of the decorum 
that was due to the nabob’s 
dignity, in iffuing grants and 
leafes in his own name, and in not 
officially acquainting the nabob 
with the peace, till a month after 
it was made; charges, which are 
founded in fome degree of probabi- 
lity, they advance accufutions, 
Which, if they cou'd be proved, 
would be inevitably fatal to his 
character. But thev confitt of cir- 
cumitances the-mofl incredible, and 
not feldom contradict and deliroy 
their own aflerrions. One of the 


nabob’s letters begins in the fol- 
lowing ftyle. « [ am willing to 
attribute this continued ufurpation 
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to the fear of detection. in lord 
Macartney: he dreads the awful 
day, when the feene of bis enor 
mities will be laid open at my ref- 
toration to my country, and whea 
the tongucs of my opprefled fub- 
jects will be unloofed, and proclaim 
aloud the cruel tyrannies they have 
fuftained.”? In another letter, lord 
Macartnew’s conduct is treated as 
unjuflifiable, in appointing ‘a 
committee of revenue with enor- 
mous falaries, though his lordthip 
well knows that moft of them are 
by your orders difqualitied by being 
my principal creditors.” It is 
however to be obferved, that, in 
the conclufion of the fame letter, 
the nabob forgets this charge, and 
pathetically pleads in favour of his 
creditors. ** [t is not without 
great concern that I have heard in- 
finuations, tending to quettion the 
legality of their right to the pay- 
ment of thofe jutt debts; their 
claims are the cluims of juftice, and 
their demands, I am bound by *ho- 
nour and every moral obligation to 
difcharge. But 1 hope the tongue 
of calumny will never drown the 
voice of tru:h and juftice; and, 
while that is heard, the wifdom of 
the Englifh nation cannot fail to 
accede to an effectual remedy for 
their diftreffes.”” Lord Macartney: 
is farther charged in this corret- 
pendence, with * the greateft acts 
of cruelty, even to the fhedding 
the blood, and cutting off the nofes 
and ears of my fubyects.” He is 
charged with ** fecretly conniving 
at Mr. Bufly’s recommendation to 
Tippoo to invade the Carnatic a 
fecond time, as the means of pro- 
curing the moft idvantageous terms, 
and furnifhing lord Macartney with 
the plea of necetlity for concluding 
a peace atter his own manner.” 
Laitly, he is charged with the mot 
direct and fhamelefs bribery in 

granting 
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granting a leafe of one of the dif- 
tri¢ts for half its value; and a let- 
ter, real or pretended, is produced, 
from his lordthip’s dubath or fecre- 
tary, in his own hand-writing, in 
relation to this bribe. ‘The dubath 
reprefents himfelf as obliged to 
write this letter, to fatisty the ren- 
ter that his bribe had been faith- 
fully paid; but requcits, that 
“waiter perufal you will fend it 
back to me immediately ;” adding, 
«+ until I receive it, i do not like 
to cat my victuals, or take any 
firep.”” 

It is well known, that one of the 
firft meafures ot the board of con- 
trol, inftituted under Mr. Pitt’s 
Eat India bill, was a refolution of 
the fifteenth of October 1784, to 
‘urrender the afignment of the re- 

cues to the nabob of Arcot. 
‘Lhey conceived, that the power 
scfulting from this aflignment was 
fuch, that the aflumption of it could 
in no way be juitified, but by the 
emergency of the war. The am- 
bition and incroachments of the 
Eait-India company, or its fervants, 
had become an object of difguit to 
the princes of India, and by thus 
voluntarily furrendering a power 
which had been fully put into their 
hands, they believed that they 
fhould furnith the ttrongeit argu- 
ment of their difpotition to litten to 
the voice of moderation and equity. 
Lord Macartney however did not 
enter into the fpirit o1 thefe reafon- 
ings, and was extremely mortufied 
to find a point, which he had fo 
long laboured, ultimately decided 
againft him by the higheit autho- 
mty. The orders having arrived 
at Madras in May 1785, lord Ma- 
cartney mmmediately failed in the 
veffel which had brought them, on 
the fourth of June, tor Bengal. 
He was wiling rather to try the 
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effect of his expoflulations and re. 
monilrances with 
council, who had acted moit vehe- 
mently againft him in the bufinefs 
of the ailignment, than to give 
up without any provilion the ren. 
ters, for whofe fafety and indemni- 
fication he conceived himfelf to 
have pledged his own faith, and 
that of the company. Upon his 
arrival he found Mr. Haftings fail- 
ed tor England, and a fhort time 
atter, on the thirty-firft of July, 
he received the appointment of the 
court of directors, of the twenty- 
feventh of the preceding February, 
conttituting him governor-gencral. 
Upon this appointment lord Ma- 
cartney deliberated for a few days, 
and at length, having determined 
to decline it, took his paflage for 
England on the ninth of Augut 
1535. 

A fhort time after the departure 
of the prefident, came on at Ma- 
dras, the trial of major-general 
fir John Burgoyne, whofe fufpen- 
fion and imprifonment by the order 
of lord Macaitney, was noticed by 
us in the New Annual Regifter for 
1734. Thetrial was held in the 
months ot June and July, and the 
prefident of the court martial was 
lieutenant general fir John Dalling, 
commander in chief of the forces 
in India. The charges exhibited 
againit general Burgoyne, were 
thofe of difobedience of orders and 
neglect of duty, in withdrawing 
himfelf from the army, at the time 
that general Lang was appointed 
by the council at Madras, to com- 
mand in the field; and of caufing 
and exciting mutiny and fedition, 
in having propofed and made pre- 
parations for holding courts martial 
under his authority, when that 
province properly belonged to ge- 
neral Lang. Of all and every part 
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cf thefe charges, fir John Bur- 
voyne was honourabiy acquitted 
a) 4 ° « a ‘ 
hy the court martial ; but he tur- 
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vived his acquital only a few 
months. 
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Proceedings of t/ é States of Plland. 
rd frre Ay. 


States withdraw to Amersfort. 


Inftizution of a College of Tribunes at 
Capture of Eiburg and Hat- 


tem. Stadtholder is deprived of the Office of Captain General. 


N our laft volume, we traced 
the rife of thofe diffentions in 
the republic of Holland, which 
have fince produced the mott nic- 
snorable effects. We endeavoured 
fo invefligate thie fpirit and princi- 
ples of conduct of the two old 
pardes in the common-wealth, the 
party of the ftates, and the patty 
of the houfe of Orange ; and we 
called the attention of the reader to 
anew fet of meh, proceeding upon 
different views, and purfuing an 
object, which had hitherto been 
cntirely neglecled in the progrefs 
of the Dutch affairs. This party 
hasbeen commonly and juitly ityled 
the democratical party. We tound, 
may naturally be expected, a 
certain degree of fhock and confu- 
fion refulting from the birth of this 
few party, which was riot regarded 
with a favourable eye, either by 
che prince or the oligarchy. They 
had indeed originally owed their 
éxilence to the party of the flates, 
who fuggetted the idea of the intti- 
tution of the Dutch volunteers in 
1783, asa balance to the recular 
army of the republic, which they 
fifpected of Leng partial to the 
prince of Orange. But they had 
long feen the progrefs of the volun- 
teers with an unapproving eye, and, 
a the effects which the inftitution 
produced, they were perhaps ready 
to repent of their concern in giving 
irth to it. 
178>. 


ty of the democracy. 





Where the fituation of a ftate is 
fuch, as to make it detirable to any 
confiderable part of it, that things 
fhould remain in their prefent fitu- 
dtion, it may not be an unfavour- 
able circumitance, tor three inde. 
pendent parties or bodies to exitt, 
of which one may ferve as a kind 
of mediator or umpire, to prevent 
the mutual encroachments of the 
other two. Bur this was not the 
cafe with the republic of Holland. 
‘There was not a party, there was 
hot an individual in the countrys 
that wifhed to fee things remain in 
the fituation of the year 1785. 
The {tates had encroached in vari- 
ous inttances upon the preroga- 
tives, and refitted the difpofitions 
ot the ftadtholder, and the party 
of the prince earneftly defired to 
fee thofe prerogatives reinflated ane 
confirmed. On the other hand, 
thote who had advanced thus far, 
were not contented with what thev 
had done, but defired to advance 
farther. They wiihed to reduce 
the prince as nearly as poffible to 2 
cypher in the ftate, and to provide 
that no individual fhould hence- 
forth be able to refift the meafures 
and fyttem of policy they fhould 
think proper to adopt. Still lefs 
fatisfied than either the ftates or 
the prince of Orange, was the par- 
As they felt, 
perhaps more ftrongly than either 
of the others, the fuppofed refi» 
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tude of their purfuit, they were 
more fpirited in their conduct and 
bold in their meafures. In this 
fituation, and in the crifis that mutt 
necefiarily refult, it was indifpent- 
ible, that there fhould be fome fort 
of coalition or confederacy among 
the three parties, fo as to bring the 
force of the ftate to act equally in 
every point in the ultimate extre- 
mity. If an union were effected ot 
two entire parties, and if no foreign 
power interfered in the contett, to 
thofe two parties the victory might 
reafonably be expected to fall. But 
fuch an union was not completely 
effected. The lates of the province 
of Holland, as we have teen, en- 
tered into concert with the demo- 
eracy of Utrecht, and thus impli- 
citly with the whole democratical 
party ; while the ftates of oe 
vince of Utrecht now, as the flates 
of the province Guelderland had 
done before, entered into concert 
with the prince of Orange. The 
immediate refult of this combina- 
tion was the forcible introduction 
of a garrifon by the prince, into 
the town of Amersfort, in the 
month of Auguit 1785; while on 
the other hand he loit, at leait pro 
tempore, the command of the garn- 
fon of the Hague, and was mduced 
to withdraw himfelf from the place 
ot his ufual refidence, in the toliow- 
ing September. 

This period was a fort of crifis 
in the affairs of the ftadtholder, and 
it was voluntarily accelerated by 
the prince himielf. Accordingly 
his partifans both at home and a- 
broad, endeavoured to bring for- 
ward at once all thofe circumilances 
that might be favourable to his 
eaufe, and appeared to expect to 
tecure their victory by the macni- 
tude of their etfort. The king ot 
Pruiha, who has been filent from 
the {pring of the year 1784, deli- 
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vered by his ambaffador on the 
eighteenth of September a memo- 
rial to the ftates of Holland, and 
another to the afiembly of the fates 
general. In the firft of thefe he 
obferved, that he had hoped to have 
feen far different confequences re- 
fult from his former friendly repre. 
fentations to the republic. How 
great then were his furprize and 
recret, when he learned, that, in- 
flead of reinftating the prince of 
Orange in any of his prerogatives, 
they had recently deprived him: of 
the command of the garrifon of 
the Hague, an appointment indif- 
putably annexed to the dignity of 
his rank. The king defired not to 
intrude himfelf into the interior 
concerns of a free flate, but he 
could not be indifferent to the for- 
tune and happineis of the prince 
ftadtholder. He concluded with 
offering to the ftates his mediation, 
and afluring them, that, if they 
would accept of it, he would con- 
duct himfelf with the ft:i¢teft mo- 
deration and impartiality. Ano- 
ther circumttance, from which the 


prince appears to have promifed | 
himfelf fome advantage, was the |~ 
oppotition of five itates of the union | 
to the preliminaries, that had been 77 
concluded between the republic and 7 
Rumours were in- |” 


the emperor. 
duftrioufly propagated, that the 


perfons who negociated thefe pre- |” 
liminartes, had a¢ted rather upon |~ 


the private inftructions of certain 


diftinguifhed individuals, than upon 7 
any public authority, and that their 
conduct would infallibly be made 
the fubject of inveftication and pu- | 


nifhment. But the oppofition of 


thefe five provinces did not prove |~ 
The preliminaries were | 


lating. 
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from the firft highly acceptable to . 


the itates of Holland, and, as thofe 
ttates would probably in the end 
pay three fourths of the fum fot 
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the redemption of Maeftricht, 
which was the popular objection 
to the treaty, it would have been 
abfurd in a high degree for the 
other fix obftinately to oppofe. 
The laft circumftance, from which 
the partifans of the ftadtholder 
predicted the happieit contequen- 
ces, Was the converfion of the 
itutes of Utrecht, who had for a 
long time remained in a flate of 
indecifion, between the choice of 
evils offered for their acceptance by 
the ftadtholder and the democracy, 
but had now ultima ely declared 
theinfelves for the former. 

It was probably with a view to 
thefe circumttances, and a delire to 
ceive them their full effect, that the 
jladtholder withdrew from his re- 
fidence at the Hague and thus by 
his apparent degradation expected 
to engage the fympathy and indig- 
nation of all men in his favour. 
Accordingly, in the limits of the re- 
public, he gained an apparent pre- 
pondcrance in the provincial aflem- 
blies of Guelderland, of Ucrecht, 
ot Zealand, and even of Friefland ; 
for which province the princefs of 
Orange fer out from the Hague, 
the day after her confort, and 
where the was received with every 
demouttration of loyalty and at- 
tachment. 

But the adverfe party made a 
very different ufe of this proceed- 
ing. ‘hey appealed to their coun- 
trymen, whether or not it was pof- 
ible to have done otherwife than 
they had dene, in a period of tu- 
mult and confufion, The ring- 
leaders were avowedly the partifans 
of the prince ot Orange ‘The ftates 
had in vain expeéted from him in 
former inflances the fuppreffion of 
thele irregular efforts of his friends 
But, far trom interfering, he had 
connived, he had looked on with 
Pieafure, he had even, as was duf- 
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pected, in an underhand manner 
added fuel to the flame. The tu- 
mult had already continued fome 
days, before the oligarchy had ex- 
erted itfelf for its fuppreffion. But 
of all kinds of inattention and neg- 
le, an inattention to the deftruc- 
tive proceedings of a lawlefs popu- 
lace, is leait to be admitted in a 
wile government. The ftates were 
theretore right in this inftance in 
not waiting tor the effect of expof- 
tulations, which had already been 
fruitleis; but fuddenly and deci- 
fively taking upon themfelves the 
remedy of an alarmingabufe. They 
were obliged, having once aflumed 
the command of the garrifon, to 
retain it for a period, fufficient to 
afcertain that the tumult was clearly 
fubfided. But the precipitation of 
the ftadtholder allowed them no 
time for the exercife of this pre- 
cauuon. They affumed the com- 
mand of the garrifon on the eighth ; 
the prince withdrew from his refi- 
dence on the tourteenth ot Septem- 
ber. He abdicated his truft; he 
obvioufly deferted the purfuit of 
his immediate intereft. He depriv- 
ed them of all difcretion, and ob- 
liged them to make that a perma- 
nent, Which might otherwife have 
been a temporary meafure. 

The dilatory and deliberate mode 
of proceeding that prevails in the 
republic of the United Provinces, 
is well known; and, though the 
prefent queftion was of the utmott 
importance, a ferious decifion was 
not made upon it, for near two 
months after the period in which 
it originated. The ftates of Hol- 
land appointed a committee of their 
body to enquire into the nature of 
the command of the garrifon of the 
Hague, and this committee pre- 
fented their report on the fourth of 
November. Here they juftly ob- 
ferved, that the fenates and itates 
Ba of 
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cf the different provinces were the 
unduubted fovereigns, and that 
the ftadtholder was their fervant ; 
from which maxim they interred, 
that the powers he exercifed were 
only delegated, and that the ftate 
might retume them, whenever it 
jaw fufficient reafon to adept that 
mode of preeceding. But, not 
contented with this ellablifiment, 
they wenc till fasther, and under- 
took to prove, from a refolution of 
the ftates of Holland, dated on the 
tourth and fifth days of March 1672, 
that the itates had never meant to 
aive the command of the earrifon 
out of their hands, and that conte- 
quently the poflefiion of thar com- 
mand by the fladtholder had been 
no better than am ufurpation. 

The principles of this report 
were implicitly adopted by the pro- 
vincial afienbly, and the next day 
they came to a determination, in 
conformity to the words of the re- 
folution of March 1672, that the 
eommand of the earrifon fhould 
hereatter velt in the council com- 
mittce ot the ftares of Holland. 
In the mean time the prince of 
Orange prepared a long and labo- 
rious aniwer to the report, upon 
which the meafure was founded; 
and he appears to have been fufh- 
cientiy fuccefsful in proving, that 
the crrceumftaneces of the refolutiou 
ot 1672 were fuch, as not to au- 
thorife the conelutions the commit- 
tee had drawn trom them. He 
however found, that his affairs 
were fo circumflanced as not to 
vdinit of an immediate remedy, and 
he accordingly eftablifhed a fort of 
court for the winter at the catile of 
Loo in the province ot Guclder- 
hand. 

The oligarchy felt the new fitu- 
ation in which they had placed 
themfelves, and they acted accord. 
ingly, lt was not allowable tor 


. 
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them to remain in indolence and 
inactivity, and they were neceili- 
tated either to retreat or advance. 
‘They were furrounded with ene- 
inies. The whole body of the no- 
bility, the whole b-dy of the com- 
mon people inhabiting the open 
country through the United Pro- 
vinces, were favourable to the 
ftadtholder. The influence otf his 
oflice, the appointments, the emo- 
luments, the contracts that were in 
his gift, neceffarily enfured to him 
a lurge number of friends. Three 
fourths even of the inhabitants of 
the Hague, were ready at the 
{mallet fignal, to declare their a- 
verfion to the meafures adopted by 
the prefent prevailing party. But 
the leaders of that party acted with 
a refolution proportionate to their 
danger, ‘They were refolved to 
convince their countrymen, by thofe 
eaternal fymbols which are of all 
others beit calculated to impreis 
large bodies of men, that they were 
the true fovereigns, and that they 
were deterinined to aflert and main- 
tain that character. They dire¢t- 
ed, that, with the commencement 
of the enfuing year, the arms ot 
the houfe of Orange fhould be taken 
out of the colours of the troops in 
the fervice of Holland, and that the 
arms of the province fhould be tub- 
ftituted in their room. They re- 
folved, that the prefident ot the 
provincial aflembly fhould receive 
military honours and the falute of 
the garrifon, as the prefident of 
the ftates general already did, and 
that thofe honours fhould be attri- 
buted to no other individual. They 
came to a determimation, under co- 
ver of the military reduétion which 
was now taking place, to difband 
the corps of one hundred Swifs 
guards, ufually attendant on the 
perfon of the prince of Orange ; 
and this motion was only qualified 
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in the fequel by a provifion, that 
the corps, confitting chiefly of old 
men, fhould be futiered gradually 
to extinguith itfelt by the death of 
the members of which it was com- 
pofed. ‘They purchafed a magnifi- 
cent mantion, known by the name 
ot Prince Maurice’s Hotel, and ap- 
propri: ated it as a refidence to the 
peefident of the ttates of 
Holland. They built a ftate coach 
for his ufe in public procetfions, 
and directed, that victuals fhould 
be diftributed to the poor at his 
kitchen, as had ufually been done 
at the palace of the prince of O- 
I ange 

‘Tne friends of the prince of O- 
range were not idle during thefe 
traniactions; but their meafures 
were productive of no adv antage to 
the caufe they efpoufed. The in- 
habisants of the Hague, influenced 
by the partiality we have aicribed 
to them, drew up a petition in the 
month of October, addreffed to the 
fiares of Holland, and requeiting 
them, to interpofe their good offices 
with the ftadtholder, to induce 
him to return to the place of his 
ufual refidence. But the report of 
the exiftence of that petition no 
fooner reached the afflembly, than 
they gave peremptory orders, that 
no farther proceedings fhould be 
held upon the fubject of it. The 
hing ot Prutha addreffed a fecond 
memorial to the {tates general, 
complaining, that he had received 
no fatistactory anfwer to his letter 
ot the month of September, and 
calling on them to bring the affair 
ot the. gariion to a {peedy termina- 
tion. | his memori: al however only 
ferved to irritate the ftates of Hol- 
land by inviting, as it did, another 
aflemb'y, to inte fere in what was 
their immediate province; while 
the fates general were nor yet pre- 
pared to take any decifive meafures 
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upon this important fubject. A 
third attempt in favour of the 
prince of Orange had a till lefs 
tavourable catattrophe. From the 
difpolition of the people of the 
Hague, the attempt to introduce 
there the inttirytion of the tree 
corps, or volunteers, had been unt- 
formly unfuccefstul; and a num- 
ber of perfons now affaciated under 
the denomination of an Orange 
corps, the object of which was 
arene to abet the pretentfions 
of the ftadthulder. But this corps 
was the fource of a new tumult, of 
which a very fuccefstul ule was 
made by the oviigarehy. 
Among the fymbols of fove- 
reignty affumed ‘by the ft-tes of 
Holland, one was to open a gate at 
the Hague, called the Stadtholder’ $ 
Gate, which had yet never been 
opened but to procefiions, in which 
the prince made his appearance. 
The firft meeting of the provincial 
affembly, fubfequent to their hav- 
ing refolved upon this meafure, 
was on the {ixteenth of March 
1786, and they pafied on that day 
through the gate, with great pomp, 
atended by the garrifon, and {fur- 
rounded by a numerous concourfe 
ot fpectators. ‘The proceifion now 
pafled in tranquillity ; but the next 
day it was inte rrupted by one Mo- 
rand, a hair dreffer, who feized hold 
ot the horfes of M. de Gyteiaar, 
penfionary of Dort, and then called 
aloud to fome other perions, who 
appeared to be his confederates, to 
fupport him. ‘Thele perfons howe 
ever fele a fudden terror, and the 
rioter was ealily taken into cuttody. 
A itri¢t inguifition was made into 
the afiair; the perfons agcufed up 
on the evidence of Morand fled to 
the ftadtholder at Loo; the Orange 


corps, who appeared to have been 
coucerned in the tumult, were bro- 
ken; and Morand was convicted, 
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and fentenced to be hanged, though 


his punifhment was afterwards 
changed into imprifonment for lite. 
Another effort in favour of the 
ftadtholder was more important in 
jts nature, and confiderable in its 
confequences. The council or fe- 
nate of the city of Amfterdam, had 
long taken the lead in the meafures 
in oppofition to the prince, and we 
believe, thar, at this very time, the 
inhabitants of the metropolis were 
more unanimous in their political 
fentiments, than thofe of almoft any 
other town in the republic. But 
the prince of Orange found an op- 
ortunity to gain over to his party 
M. de RKendorp, one of the regent 
burgomafters of Amfierdam, and 
who had for a long time taken a 
principal fhare in the oligarchical 
meafures. This magiftrate appears 
to have been poffeffed of contider- 
able political fkill and addrefs, and 
he exerted himfelf indefatigably to 
bring over a majority in the town 
council to the interetfs of the ftadt- 
holder. His endeavours were not 
unfuccefsful ; and in the beginning 
of March he obtained from them a 
vote, recommending to the fares of 
the province, to refolve to reftore 
the prince of Orange to the com- 
mand of the gurrifon of the Hague, 
fubje®t toan exprefs declaration, that 
the command fhould be regarded 
as revocable at the pleafure of the 
ftates. The example of Amfter- 
dam was adopted by the town coun- 
cil of Rotterdam, and this revolu- 
tion was fo importan: in its nature, 
as to appear to promife every thing 
that was favourable to the prince 
of Orange. But it was immedi- 
ately fucceeded by the interruption 
of the proceffion of the tlates, and 
in confequence the queftion of the 
garrifon was poflponed by agree- 

ment for feveral months. _ 
‘he incidents, that took place 


in the interval, were of lefs im. 
portance. It has already been ob. 
ferved, that the ftates of Holland 
had long fince fupprefied the o. 
range cockades and flags upon the 
churches, regarding them, probably 
with fufficient reafon, as the fignals 
of tumult. ‘Lhe friends of the 
ftadtholder now adopted a different 
way of fhowing their attachment. 
Their windows were filled with all 
forts of yellow and orange-colour- 
ed flowers, and no fpectacle could 
be more rural and refrefhing, than 
that, which was exhibited by thele 
enthufiaftical politicians. This fig- 
nal however, like thofe which had 
preceded it, was prohibited by the 
provincial aflembly, and the re:ain- 
ers of office were employed with 
much ftrictnefs in the removal of 
anemonas, ranunculufes, and gilli. 
flowers. The court of Fr nce, 
probably at the inftigation of the 
oligarchy, who were offended with 
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the language of the king of Pruflia, | 


delivered ina memorial to the ftates 
general on the twenty firft of April, 


expreffive of their difapprobation of | 
any foreign interference with the ~ 


internal affairs of the republic; 
and this language was foon atter 


imitated in memorials from the | ~ 
courts of Pruffia and Great Britain, | 
with the addition of a claufe, de- — 
claratory of their gocd wifhes to (7 


the pretentions of the tladtholder. 


The council of Amilerdam, now | ~ 


that they had once fhewn an incli- | 
nation towards the party of the | 


ftaitholder, feemed to hetitate at no 
proceeding which might bett pro- 
mote the object they had in view. 
Not contented with recommending 
to the ftates the reftoration of the 
garrifon, they wrote a circular let: 
ter to the other towns of the pro- 
vince, requefting them to adopt the 
fame meature. 
pofed to the provincial — 
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the abolition of the free corps of 
the province of Holland, a body ot 
men, dittinct from, and leis regular 
in their inftitution than the volun- 
teers, or armed burghers of the dif- 
ferent towns. But this queflion 
was held in referve, and the quet- 
tion of the reftoration of the garri- 
fen was finally debated on the 
twenty-feventh of July. Upon 
the divifion there appeared ten 
voices for continuing the command 
in the council committee, to nine 
that voted in favour of the ftadt- 
holder. The majority confifted of 
the deputics of Dort, Haerlem, 
Leyden, Gouda, Goreum, Schic- 
dam, Schoonhoven, Alkmaar, Mon- 
nikedam, and Purmerent. 

But, if the tranfactions, which 
thus took place at the Hague, were 
contiderable, thofe, which paffed in 
the city of Utrecht during the fame 
period, were not lefs important. 
We have feen the moderation, or 
as by moft it would be ftyled, the 
{pirit of delay and procrattination, 
with which the barghers of that 
city proceeded from the autumn 
ot the year 1783 to the autumn ot 
the year 1785. ‘Their plans were 
now ripened; their defigns were 
become firm and determined ; and, 
by continual reflection on their ob- 
ject, they had come to weigh in a 
jutt balance the obftacles they had 
to encounter, and the force with 
which they fhould be able to refitt 
them. In our laft volume it ap- 
peared, that the council of Utrecht 
had, after fome difficulties, ap- 
pointed a committee of their body, 
for the purpofe of digefting, in 
conceit with the delegates of the 
burghers, a new regulation of re- 
gency, to be fubiticuted in the room 
of the regulation of 1674. As the 


fublance of this regulation feems 
to have been already drawn, though 
hatin a form altogether fatisfactory 
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to the democracy, the bufinefs 
which remained was eafily difpatch- 
ed, and the magiftrates were en- 
abled to fubmit the draught of what 
they called a provifional regulation 
on the eighteenth of September, 
It bore the name of provifional, 
becaufe, though it was ardently 
defired, that all the towns of the 
province fliould concur at once in 
the intended reform, yet it was 
provided, if that idea failed, that 
the internal reform of the city of 
Utrecht itfelf fhould not on that 
account be poflponed. In the true 
{fpirit of a popular government, this 
regulation was ordered to be read 
for fourteen days fucceflively in 
the Guildhal of the city, and the 
inhabitants were invited to de- 
liver in their objections in writing, 
either tingly, or in affociated bo- 
dies, as they might themfelves 
judge fitreft. The outlines of the 
regulation appear to have been, 
to abolifh the interference of the 
ftudtholder in the election of the 
regencics, and to inflitute a new 
power or college of fixteen perfons, 
denominated tribunes, who were to 
be elected by the people at large, 
and whe, together with the depu- 
tics ot the wards, were to havea 
negative in the firit inftance in the 
election of magiltrates, and were 
atteraards empowered to accufe, 
cenfure, or depofe any member ot 
the council at their pleafure. 

But it was in this fituation of 
afiairs, that the ftates of the pro- 
vince, who had at firft been fufhe 
ciently favourable to the projected 
reform, now declared themfelves 
peremptorily againft it, and voted, 
that the regulation of 1674 was a 
juit and beneficial regulation, and 
ought by nu means to be fubject to 
any variation, The council, en- 
couraged by the example of the 
ftates, were not lefs defirous of e- 
B 4 vading 
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vading the intended change. Of 
the fourteen members of which 
the council confitted, twenty. 
five had indeed taken an cath 
on the twelfth of Octobe, the 
period of the election of the 
annual magilirates, In scone 
ity to the defire of the bury 
declaring that the reeuilation of 
1674 was violent and uncon- 
ftiturional, and promifing to ex- 
ert themfelves to abolifhir. Bur, 
notuithftanding this promife, they ¢t 
did not appear ready to take 
any fieps, to give vigour and 
effet to the provifional recu- 
ation, Tie burghers waited dur- 
ing, what they efleemed, a rea- 
fonable time tor that purpofe, and 
at length, on the twentieth of De- 
cember, prefented shemfeives in a 
body under arms to the council, 
and infied upon a compliance with 
their wifhes. The council accord- 
ingly agreed, that the provitional 
revulotion thould from that day be 
co nlidered as having the force of a 
law, and upon that day three 
months fhould begin to be carried 
into final execution. 

‘The twentieth of March 1786 
na became a period of appre hen- 
fion to the oligarchy, and of ex- 
pectarion and detire to the demo- 
aratical party. But previoutly to 
its arrivul the council came to a 
precipitate refolution, retracting 
their promife of the cwentioth ot 
December ; ; forbidding a!l proceed 
ing and affocistion on the part of 
the burghers; and demanding trom 
the fladtholder a body of troops for 
the fupport of their authority, 
Mat ers were not yet come to fuch 
an extremity, as to countenance 
and apolosile for this proceeding. 
‘The ftlates, as they had not been 
expofed to deat: adation by the 
threats of the burghe rs on the one 
h.nd, were not prepared on the 
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other for open war, and declared 
themfelves againit the pretent in- 
terterence ot ” the military. The 
provincial ttates of Holland torbad 
the troops, Upon any pretence, ox 
in obedience to the orders of any 
commander, to march againit the 
city of Utrecht. ‘The council were 
accordingly reduced to compliance ; 
fome of its members took an oath 
to obferve the provifional regula. 
tion, and it was agreed, that, on the 
twelfth ot October following, the 
annual magittrates fhould be chofey 
in conformity to its directions. 
The inhabitants of Wyk, atown 
of the province of Utrecht, incon. 
fiderable in itfeif, did not yield to 
their capital in the fpirit and zeal, 
with which they puriued the demo- 
cratical reform. In Oétober 17 785 
they changed the regula. tion of re- 
gency, and, as Wellas the burghers 
of Utrechr, fixed on the tw entieth 
of March +786, as the period ot a- 
dopting the new regulation. On 
that day they were little di!pofed 
to adopt any temporifing meatures, 
They called on the council intantly 
to {wear to obferve it, and they de- 
clared fix members of that body, 
who refuted to comply, to have by 
f doing abdicated their magiliracy. 
Jinmediately on the fame day, they 
elected fix new counfellors, whoie 
fentiments were more favourable to 
the democratical meafuies. The 
ffates of the provinces were highly 
ofiended with the pretumption of 
the fubordinate town, and conceiv- 
ed, that they fhould be better able 
to make an example of thefe infe- 
ror oppofers, than of the burghers 
of Utrecht. They depofed by 
fummary procets the counfellors, 
who had been elected by the peo- 
ple, and they appointed a com- 
miilion, accurately to inv oflig: ite ine 
to the f{pirit and nature of thele exe 
traordinary proceedings, 
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Apprehenfive for the fafery of 
their town, the inhabitants of Wyk 
did not on that account difplay any 
marks of pulillanimity and terror, 
‘They drew out the cannon of their 
fortifications, and prepared for a 
re.ular defence. ‘lhe council, m 
erfect concert with the democracy, 

declared themfelves ready to facri- 
fice their lives and fortunes in de- 
fence of the new regulation. The 
burghers of Utrecht entered into a 
folemn aflociation to aflift the in- 
habitants of Wyk to the utmoft of 
their power, in cafe they were at- 
tacked. ‘Lhe free corps, through 
the whole province of Holland, of- 
fered to march to their affilance at 
on hour’s notice. In this fituation 
the ftates of Utrecht conceived they 
could not do better than temportie 
with the ftorm, and fuffer, it poffi- 
ble, the popular fpirit to evaporate, 
They remained ina¢tive dunag the 
month of April, and it was nor tll 
the clofe of the enfuing May, that 
they ventured farther to fummon 
the new counfellors of Wyk, per- 
fonally to appear before the com- 
millioners appointed to enquire jn- 
to their affair. A meffenger was 
difpatched to ferye this notice upon 
the magiftrates, and he was driven 
from the town with ignominy. A 
fecond mefleager was forwarded, 
and he was thrown into prifon. 
The flates of Utrecht deliberated 
upon the affair on the tenth of 
fune, but adjourned the'r proceed- 
ings, fiift to the fifth of July, and 
then to the fitth of Aucutt. 

The flow and moderate proceed- 
ings, that were adopted by the oli- 
garchy, would in many cafes have 
produced the happicit etiect, but in 
the prefent were the occation of as 
much misfortune, as could have en- 
{tied upon vipience and precipita. 
tion. ‘The armed burghers of the 
capual conceived themfelyes ob- 
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liged to meet under arms on the 
days, upon which the council deli- 
berated on the attairs of Wyk ; and, 
being ailembled, it was natural 
that they fhould confer on the fub- 
ject of their domeftic reform. There 
was little probability, that the ci- 
tizens would ob:ain any thing from 
the voluntary conceflion of their 
council, and they had nothing to 
expect but from their own virtue 
and exertion. The period of the 
annual election was falt approach- 
ing, and, with a view to that fo- 
lemnity, the burghers drew up on 
the fifth of July a declaration, by 
which they immediately affumed to 
themfelves the benefits, included in 
the articles of the provifional regu- 
lation, At the fame time they 
mde a regular election of the coi- 
lege of the fixteen tribunes, and 
conveyed a notification to the coun- 

cil, requiring them to admit this 

new body to take the prefcribed 

oaths. Their declaration they in- 

clofed in a circular letter to the 

flates of the other fix provinces, 

and addreffed another copy of it to 

the king of France. 

The fecond of Auguft was the 
next day of general mecting of the 
burghers of Utrecht. The coun- 
cil had in the interval formally re- 
fufed to recognize the college of 
tribunes, and they were now fum- 
moned each one by name, to ap- 
pear in the afflembly, and to receive 
the oaths of the new ele&ted body. 
The number of the actual counfel- 
lors was at this time thirty-feven ; 
and of thefe only five anfwered to 
the prefent fummons. The tri- 
bunes were folemnly inftalled, and 
their firft meafure was to declare, 
that thirty of the counfellors, in 
confequence of their having refufed 
to fulfil the duties of their office, 
had abdicated their magiftracy, 
Two of the counfcllors, though 
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they had not ventured to come for- 
ward upon this occafion, were 
known not to be difinclined to the 
caufe of the democracy, and were 
therefore {pared in the general pro- 
feription, In the conclufion of the 
day, the burghers unanimoufly no- 
minated one of their body governor 
of the city, and ordered that the 
keys of Utrecht fhould be commit- 
ted to his care, inftead of being de- 
livered, according to the etlablifh- 
ed cuftom, to the prefident burgo- 
matter. 

The old councj! made one at- 
teinpt to afflemble atter this pertod, 
and they called upon a finall body 
of cavalry, flationed in the city of 
Uvecht for their affitancé. ‘This 
however was refufed them, and no- 
thing remained for them, but to 
enter their protelt before the affem- 
bly of the provincial ftates, which 
was followed by fimilar protetts by 
the nobility and the clergy. The 
burghers in the mean time were 
quietly employed, in filling up the 

laces of the abdicated counfellors 
by the mode of popular election. 
The number of candidates, that 
offered themfelves in fo critical a 
fituation, were few, and of confe- 
quence the filling up of the new 
council muft be a gradual meafure. 
‘Toward the clofe of the month, fit- 
teen new counfellors having been 
elected, they were inftalled with the 
ufual formalities, and took the oaths 
in the fame manner as the tribunes 
had done. The ftates of the pro. 
vince were by thefe meafures re- 
duced to a more critical fituation, 
than any in which they had hither- 
to been placed. They might have 
recourfe to the obvious expedient 
of calling in the military, but there 
was at prefent little profpect of 
fuceefs trom fuch a proceeding. 
They therefore adopted the more 
prudent, but not leis peremptory 


meafure of withdrawing their af. 
fembly from Utrecht, and they met 
on the thirtieth of Auguft in the 
town of Amersfort. This proceed. 
ing was followed by a proteft from 
the new council, declaring, that 
there was no fufhicient reafon for fo 
extraordinary a conduct; that the 
burghers had acted in the late re. 
volution with tranquillity and de. 
cency; and that the meeting of 
Amersfort was unlawfully con- 
voked, illegal in its nature, and in- 
capable of its functions. 

The democratical {pirit, though 
its efforts were more memorable in 
the city and province of Utrecht, 
was by no means confined to fo nar- 
row a theatre. We have already 
feen the progrefs it made in the 
province of Overyflel. In Frief- 
land the burghers of Lewarden, 
the capital town, petitioned the 
provincial fates tor a new regula- 
tion of regency ; and the fates in 
conformity with their demand di- 
rected the town council, in concert 
with the delegates of the burghers, 
to examine into the defects of the 
old government, and to report the 
refult. The ftates of Friefland 
foon after became lefs favourable 
to the popular meafures. In the 
town of Groningen a ftill farther 
progrefs was made. A college of 
tribunes was actually elected, and 


eight new counfllors nominated | 


by the tribunes. Nor was the 
mott confiderable province, that of 


Hollan!, without its fhare of the © 


fame fpirit. In Hoorn, in Rotter: 
dam, in Dort and fome other towns, 
effirts were made to fet afide the 
regulation of 1674 with various 
fuccefs; no where with fo com- 
plete a fuccefs, as in the ancient 
townfhip of Dort. The ftates, 
whofe objeét was in reality very 
different, endeavoured in an indi- 
rect manner to difcountenance the 
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ogrefs of the democracy, but quired to account for fo extraordi- 
ae were determined to retain the nary a conduct, the an{wer the 
friendfhip of the new party, and returned hore no marks of pent- 
dared not declare openly againft tence and fubmiilion. The pro- 
chem. ceedings of the magiitrates of Kat- 
We have found, that the pro- tem were fimilar to theie, and the 
vincial aflembly of Guelderland ftates of Guelderland, indifpofed 
was, of all the public bodies in the to the tardy and dilatory meafures 
republic, the mott devoted to the of the provincial affembly of U- 
prince of Orange. But the fecl- trecht, came to a vote on the thir- 
ings of the refit of the inhabitants ty-firft of Auguft, oe the 
did not altogether coincide with ftadtholder, to order a bo of 
the principles of the ftates. So troops to march into garrifon in 
early as the month of June 1784, theie towns, and thus to overawe 
the burghers of Arnheim prefented the refractory fpirit of the burgh- 
a remonitrance, claiming a right of ers. 
appointing to the oilice of countel- One of the motives which was 
jor by the mode of popular election. faid to have influenced the court ot 
M. de Capellen of Marfch, one of the ftudtholder, to whofe views the 
the nobles of the province, who provincial affembly of Guelderland 
had formerly been chamberlain of was blindly devoted, to adopt fo 
the houfhold to the prince of O- untemporifing a conduct, was the 
range, but was now deeply engaged death on the feventeenth of Augutt 
in the democratical meafures, en- of Frederick the Second, king of 
deavoured to effect in the ditrict Pruffia, whofe fucceffor, equally at 
of Zutphen the abolition of the re- the head of an army of two or three 
culation of 1674. Ia a word, the hundred thoufand men, was in the 
{pirit of reform daily advanced in vigour of his age, and was more 
its progrefs, and the flates ot Guel- nearly related to the ftadtholder, as 
derland thought proper in May being brother to his confort, the 
1786to publith a refolution, which princefs of Orange. Be that as it 
they required the magiftrates to will, the burghers of Elburg and 
poit up in the market places of all Hattem, encouraged by the pro- 
the principal towns of Guelderland, ceedings of Utrecht and Wyk, 
confirming the regulation of 1674, cleared their fortifications, erected 
condemning the drawing up any batteries, and prepared to refift the 
petitions for the redrefs of that re- forces that fhould be fent againtt 
gulation, and prohibiting the affo- them. ‘They were affifted by the 
ciation of any bodies of armed free corps of the provincé of Hol- 
burghers within their jurifdittion. land, fome of whom marched to 
The inhabitants of the towns of their immediate relief, and the rett 
Elburg aml Hattem had been par- proffered their fuccour in cafe of 
ticularly active in the promotion necefi'ty. 
of the intended reform; and they A general alarm was fpread 
appear to have received the coun- through the whole extent of the 
tenance of their magiftrates, Upon union by a meafure fo formidable 
the prefent occafion two of the as that which was now adopted. 
counfellors of Elburg exprefly for- It is true that in the preceding year 
bad the potting up of the refolution a garrifon had been marched into 
of the flates; and, having been re- the town of Amersfort, But that 
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meafure was not equally violent 
in its appearance, fince the troops 
bad been demanded by the town 
council of the place, and their de- 
mand enforced by the council com- 
mittee of the provincial affembly. 
That meafure sadeed had been con- 
demned by modegate men as pre- 
cipitate and irregular; but the 
refent proceeding was faid to be in 
defiance of ali the known principles 
of the government of the republic. 
Je was notorious, that the council 
of every town was fovereign «nd 
paramount within itfeit. Nothing 
therefore could be lefs agreeable to 
the contlituticn, than the introduc. 
tion of a garrifon without the con- 
fent, and even in oppofition to ‘he 
remonitrances of the town councils. 
The alarm, that was excited by 
this meafuie, was greatly increated 
by the demand, that almott imme- 
diately followed, from the ilates of 
Amersiort for a detachment of 
troops to reduce to obedience the 
euy of Utrecht. 
Upon this occafion the flates of 
Zealand and Groningen expretly 
prohibited the fladtholder from 
marching any of the troops of their 
divifion into the provinces of Guel- 
derland aud Utrecht. The {filates 
of Overy ffel and Holland demand- 
ed from him an explicit declaration 
of his intentions, and recommended 
the entire removal of the troops, 
which had already been marched 
to different deftinations in confe- 
quence of the prefent fituation of 
aflairs. The leiter of the fates of 
Holland was dated on the twenty- 
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on the third of September, and g 
few fhot were fired on both fides, 
without killing or wounding any 
one either of the affailants or the 
befieged. ‘The free corps. at length 
withdrew themfelves, together with 
the more enthufiattic partilans of 
the democracy, the people openrd 
the gates, and the foldiers entered 
without farther obfiacle. In Hat- 
tem the magitlrates entered into ar- 
ticles of capitulation without the 
confent of the people, and the place 
fell into the poileilion of the mili. 
tary. 

‘Lhe news of the capture of thefe 
two placcs was not brought to the 
Hague tll the fixth of September, 
The ftates immediately difpatched 
a letter to the prince of Orange, 
demanding from him in twenty. 
four hours a declaration of his in- 
tentions ; and an explanation and 
apology were accordingly returned 
within the time prefcribed. They 
alfo iffued orders to the troops of 
their divifion, to hold themfelves 
in readinefs to march at a moment’s 
warning, The next day they re- 
ceived the addreffes of feveral bo- 
dies of armed burghers, requetting 
permifion to fet out immediately 
tor the selief and detence of the 
city of Utrecht. ‘The petitions 
were favourably received; the 
{tates took the free corps of the 
province under their protection ; 
and opened their military maga- 
zine at Woerden for the affiflance 
ot Urecht, which was expected to 
be immediately affaulted,. On the 
eighth they repaired ig a body to 





fifth of Auguit, and they at the 
faine tune forbad thetroops of their 
divifion, to march without an ex- 
prefs permiflion from the provincial 


aflembiy. But thefe proceedings 


weie infulicient to change the de- 
term nation of the prince of Orange. 
$ijs oops arrived Lefore Elburg 





the number of fifty, to the aflembly 
of the flatcs general, in order to 
account for their conduét, and to 
acquaint, them with the critical 
fituation of affairs. The next day 
they iffued orders to the troops, to 
march with ail poflible expedition 
to the tronticr of the province ; 
they 
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they voted an augmentation of 
twelve fous per week to their pay ; 
and they took into their fervice the 
corps of the rhingrave! of Salm, 
which it had been in contemplation 
to fupprefs among the other muili- 
tary reductions. The troops ap- 
pear to have yielded inflant obedi- 
ence to the provincial affembly ; 
they poured in from all quarters, 
and under the command of general 
van Revfiel formed a cordon along 
the province of Utrecht from Na- 
arden to Schoonhoven, while two 
confiderable detachments were fta- 
tioned at the towa of Haerlem in 
one extremity, and of Heufden in 
the other. 

On the fixtcenth of September a 
jeport was prefented to the ftates 
ot Holland by a committee of that 
body, the tendency of which was 
to fhew, thar, as by the orders al- 
ready iffued to the troops the cap- 
tain general was really fufpended 
from the exercife of his functions, 
it was proper, that that fufpention 
fhould be made in a folemn man- 
ner, and that particularly he fhould 
be deprived of the right of nomi- 
nating to any military appointment 
from that of enfign and upwards, 
This report was favourably receiv- 
ed by the ftates; and on the twen- 
ty-fecond a refolution was paffed, 


HISTORY. tg 


adonting the principles of the re- 
port, and further directing that the 
appellation of captain gencral fhould 
be withdrawn out of the titles of 
the fladtholder in the eflablifhed 
liturgy. This refolution was ap- 
proved by fixteen voices, out of the 
nineteen of which the ftates of Hol- 
land are compofed, and it was fol- 
lowed by the protet of the equef- 
trian order, and of the prince of 
Orange. In the tormer of thefe it 
was obferved, that the oftice of 
captain general had been conferred 
by the unanimous vote of the pro- 
vince, and that therefore it could 
not be withdrawn by the mere vote 
of a majority; and it was added, 
that fome heinous crimes and mif- 
demeanours ought to be proved up- 
on the ftadtholder, before they 
could adopt fo penal a meafure. 
By the prince it was ailerted, that 
he was not even accufed of infring- 
ing the conilitution of Holland ; 

that that province had no right to 
animadvert upon the delinquencies, 

of which he might be fuppofed to 

have been guilty in the territories 

of the other provinces ; and that 

what he had done at the requifition 

of the ftates of Guelderland, was 

merely that to which he was ob- 

obliged by his oath of office. 
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Mediation of Prufiia and France. Revolution in the City of Amferdam. 
Flufuation of the States of Holland.  Hoftilities in the Province of 


Utrecht, Tumults. 


HE mifunderftanding _ be- 
tween the republic and the 


prince of Orange was now fo far 
matured, that it fearcely feemed remained, was, whether the deci- 
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Preparations for War. 


poffible that it could be terminated 
in any other way than by the 
The great queition, that 
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fion, if this mode of decilion were 
adopted, was to {pring from the 
mere efforts of the parties among 
themfeives, or whether any foreign 

wers were to interfere, fo as to 
fatten, or to give magnivude and 


dignity to the catattrophe. The. 


king of Great Britain was known 
to be favourably difpofed towards 
his coufin, the tladtholder ; but our 
country was fcarcely ready to en- 
gage in military contention, and 
the averfionof the miniiters for war 
was ftrongly prefumed. The court 
of France was in long habits of 
connection with the oligarchical 
party in the government of Hol- 
land, and the count de Vergennes, 
her minifter for foreigo affairs, and 
the inarquis de Verac, his creature 
and the prefent ambatlador at the 
Hague from the court of Verfailles, 
had cultivated the connection with 
much affiduity. But France was 
emerged out of war as lately as 
ourlelves, and the feeds of a revo- 
lution of government in that coun- 
try were then fermenting, which 
have fince difplayed themielves in 
more unequivocal fymptoms, The 
king of Pruffia of all the parties in 
quetion was the beft prepared ior 
a military decilion. His army was 
infinitely the mott numerous, and 
the difcipline of that army was ex- 
emplary. His country had long 
been difengaged from any ferious 
war, and the marches and counter- 
marches, fuch as had taken place 
in 1778 in the affair of Bavaria, 
were fearcely any additional bur- 
then upon the publictreafury. The 
king was in the commencement of 
his reign, and might naturally be 
fuppofed defirous of difingutthing 
hiuntelt by fome vigorous action, 
that might etiablifh his ch ‘racter, 
and attach veneration to his name 
during the remainder of his admi- 
hutiation. But the king of Pruifia, 


if he were new to the conduct of g 
great nation, had however out. 
lived the romantic patlions of early 
youth, and was reported to be 
chiefly diftinguifhed by the reafon- 
ablenefs and fubriety of bis under. 
ftanding. He could fearcely ex. 
pect, that the court of France, the 
firft political power in Europe, 
would quietly depart from that in- 
terference with the politics of Hol- 
land, upon which tor centuries fhe 
had placed fo high a value. He 
might make his account in a vio. 
lent itruggle on that fide, and, if 
fuch were the event, the conquet 
of the republic would be no holi- 
day expedition. 

Frederic William the Second, up. 
on his acceflion to the throne, ap- 
pears to have been influenced pre- 
cifely by the fentiments we have 
defcribed. One circumftance there 
was in favour of a pacilic fettle- 
ment of differences, and of that one 
circumftance he was determined to 
make the utmolt ufe. The ex- 
treme fymptoms of contention had 
broken out in the autumn, and it 
was natural, in a_ controverfy, 
which, whether it were terminated 
upon a larger or a fmaller feale, 
promifed an obilinate war, that 
hottilities fhould be fufpended till 
the enfuing fpring. Here then 
was a period, in which to make an 
experiment upon the fuccels ot 
treaty and mediation. The king 
accordingly loft no time. Imme- 
diately upon his accetfion to the 
throne he difpatched the count de 
Goertz, a perfon of weight and 
political reputation, to reintorce by 
his perional appearance the remon- 
ftrances of M. de Thulemeyer, the 
ftated Pruffan envoy. ‘This mi- 


nifter carried with him a memorial, 
dated on the fecond of September, 
and addreffed to the ftates general ; 
and he had his firit audicuce a 
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that affembly on the feventeenth 
day of that month. / ; 
The profpect with which this 
minitter opened his intiructions, 
was not particularly flattering. “The 
fiates of Holland had upon differ- 
ent occafions declared loudly a- 
gainft any foreign interference. In 
the preceding July an anfwer had 
been prepared on the part of the 
ttates general to the memorials of 
Prufia and Great Britain, inviting 
their mediation ; and, this anfwer 
being approved by fix of the pro- 
vinces, there appears to have been 
a defign to carry it through fur- 
reptitioutly, without communica- 
tion with the deputies of Holland. 
The provincial affembly was high- 
ly inflamed by fo unauthorifed a 
proceeding, and they came to a 
refolution, rather te itrike out their 
names from the union of Utrecht, 
and finally to defert the coniede- 
racy of the fiates general, than to 
futfer fuch a meafure to receive the 
function of the republic. ‘The me- 
morial, tranfmitted by the count 
de Goertz, was taken ad referen- 
dum by the deputies in the flares 
general, and the {tates of Holland 
now expreffed the fame averfion to 
all iteps towards a mediation, as 
they had done during the life of 
Frederic the Second. Accordingly 
the Pruthan commillioner was able 
to make no progrefs in the object, 
for which he had been employed, 
The itates of Holland were the 
only party, with which he could 
negociate. All difcuffion with any 
other affembly would have been in- 
effectual and ufelefs; and, if this 
aflembly were once brought over, 
the peace and ulrimate fettlement 


of the republic would inevitably 
follow. 


But the king of Pruffia was not 


fo eafily to be deterred from the 
fettlement he had projééted. He 
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had yet one expedient in referve. 
The attachment of his court to the 
prince of Orange was too notori- 
ous. But the fame objection, 
which was felt againft the interfer- 
ence of Pruffia, would not probably 
operate againft the court of Ver- 
failles. Frederic William there- 
fore directed his ambaffador at that 
court to learn, whether they would 
be willing to join a commiffioner 
of their appointment with his mi- 
nilier, the count de Goertz, to en- 
deavour by their joint interference 
to bring the parties to reafonable 
terms. The fentiments of the 
French adminiftration were fimilar 
to thofe of the king of Pruffia. 
Like him, they defired to fee the 
party they favoured in the repub- 
lic extricated from their fituation 
with advantage; and, like him, 
they were unwilling to try the for- 
tune of war, till every other expe- 
riment had failed. They had yee 
another motive to conciliation, 
which the king of Pruffia could not 
have. The party in oppofition to 
the prince of Orange had now an 
unquettionable fuperiority ; and, if 
a pacific fettlemenc took place, the 
inevitable contequence mutt be, 
that the government of the United 
Provinces weuld be lefs in the 
hands of one man, than it had been 
at the commencement of the dif- 
fentions. Accordingly they no- 
minated without delay M. Gerard 
de Rayneval as their minitler, who 
had already negociated with credit 
the treaty with the Thirteen United 
States of America, and the treaty 
of commerce with My. Eden, the 
commiffioner of Great Britain. He 
fet ovt upon his embaffy in the 
middle of November. 

The court of the prince of O- 
range, encouraged by the progrets 
of their fentiments in the province 
of Gueldesland, and influenced by 

the 








$2 BRITISH 


the critical appearance, which the 
fituation of affairs had now affum- 
ed, removed in the commencement 
of the winter, from the caile of 
Loo to the city of Nimeguen, the 
refidence of the provincial thates. 
Thither they were followed in the 
beginning of December by the 
count de Goertz, who carried along 
with bim the outlines of the terms, 
wpon which the iiates of Holland 
were willing to adjutt their differ- 
ences, and throw into oblivion the 
mifunderitandings that had patled. 
Thefe terms were, that the prince 
thould renounce the influence, 
which he poffeffed by the regulation 
ef 1674 in the election of the town 
councils. That he fhould be re- 
thored to the oflice of captain gene- 
ral, with the exception of the right 
of patents, or the prerogative of 
marching the national troops out of 
the territories of any of the pro- 
vinces into thofe of another, with- 
out the previous confent of the 


fiutes of the province into which 
they were tobe marched. And that 
he fhould be reintlated in the com- 
mand of the gerrifon of the Hague 
vpon the conditions which had been 
propofed by the council of Amtter- 


dam. <A correfpondence was car- 
ned on upon thefe propofitions tor 
feveral weeks. But the profpect of 
conciliation daily diminifhed, and 
on the fixteenth of January :787, M. 
de Rayneval fet out upon his return 
toParis. The count de Goertz took 
his leave of the flates general in the 
conclufion of the fame month. 

The fudden and premature ter- 
mination of thefe negociations was 
a topic of mutual recrimination be- 
tween the contending parties, The 
oligarchical leaders exclaimed with 
warmth upon the inflexibility and 
obftinacy of the prince of Orange. 
Far trom fhowing any deference to 
the flates, who were his lawful fo« 
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vereigns, he infifted in the moft a. 
hement manner upon his minute 
claims. He had fhown no accom. 
modation to the neceility of his fis 
tuation, or to the {fpirit of the 
times. He had acknowledzed no 
regret for the violent and injudicions 
meafures, into which he had been 
precipitated. There was not a fin. 
gle conceffion, that had ever been 
hinted at by the court of Nime- 
uen. All the advances had been 
made, and all the moderation dif. 
plaved, on the part of the tates of 
Holland. But, if the oligarchy 
were vehement in exclaiming a- 
gainft the prince, the ftadcholder 
on his part was not {paring in cen- 
fire and recrimination. He im- 
puted the unfavourable termination 
of the bulinefs, fo'ely to the impe- 
rious and impracticable fpirit of the 
envoy of France. M. de Raynevat 
had astually withdrawn  himielf, 
when the accommodation feemed 
to have the mott tavourable appear- 
ance. He would liiten to no de- 
lav ; he would allow for no preju- 
dices. He was-to dictate the terms 
of peace, and, becaufe they were 
not accepted without a moment's 
hefitation, had abruptly withdrawn 
himielf, and thus facriticed the wel- 
tare of a whole country to his own 
pride and felt-importance. 

In order to prove thefe allega- 
tions, the ftadtholder thought pro- 
per to publifi the letrers of M. de 
Rayneval to the count de Goertz, 
and the anfwers of the prince/s of 
Orange, who upon this occation 
had undertaken the butinefs of the 
corre{pondence on the part of her 
confort. It was immediately re- 
marked by his adverfaries, that the 
letters of the count de Goertz did 
not appear in this publication ; and 
they profeffed to be at no lofs to 
account for the omitlion. The late 


king of Pruffia had recommended 
coe 
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concefion to his nephew, the ftade- 
holder, and his fuceeffor had trod 
in his fleps. The count de Goertz 
had doubtl-fs expoftulated with the 
minitters at Nimeguen upon the 
impolicy of their conduct, and had 
carneitly intreated them, to difplay 
lefs of inflexibility and perfever- 
ance. The prince on his part re- 
plied, that the omitlion had not 
been a matter of choice, that he had 
no copy of the papers ot the Prut- 
fian minifter, and that he had little 
or no acquaintance with their con- 
tents. We return to the tranfac- 
actions of the different provinces 
during the winter. 

As the period of ultimate decifion 
feemed to be rapidly approaching, 
the diferent parts of the republic 
appeared to aflume a more clear and 
decided character, and to enlift 
themfelves with more alacrity on 
the different fides. ‘The provinces 
of Overyfiel and Groningen, who 
had already attached themfelves to 
the party of the tlates of Holland, 
proceeded in the introduction of the 
new fyiten of government, ‘The 
finifhing firoke was given, in the 
beginning of the year 1787, tothe 
retorm of the councils of the three 
capital towns, Deventer, Campen, 
and Zwol, by a refolution of a 
ereat majority of the ftates of O- 
veryflel. The ftadtholder however 
and a part of the ‘equeftrian order 
remonitrated againft the meafure, 
and obierved, that it was neceflary 
by the conttitution of the United 
Provinces, that every meafure of 
great importance fhould be carried 
by an unanimous vote. The ftates 
ot Groningen now voted, as the 
provincial affembly of Holland had 
done a little before, their exprefs 
protection and applaufe to the free 
corps ot the province. The ftates 
of Friefland, who had for centuries 
been the advocates of liberty and 
i787. 
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privilege, ‘and who had difttncuith. 
ed themfelves on that fide early in 
the prefent diflentions, had lately 
chaneved fides.» They voted the 
abolition of the free corps of the 
province, a vote, which was treat- 
ed with contempt by their citizens ; 
and they engaged in a paper con- 
troverfy, which was rather acrimo- 
nious and illiberal in its {pirit, with 
the flates of Holland.  Fricfland 
however, as well as Zealand, which 
had been more confiitently tladt- 
“holderian, prohibited, in compli- 
ance with the reprefentations of 
Holland, the employment of the 
troops againit the citizens of the 
republic. In Zealand, Middleburg, 
the capital, was ftrenuous in the 
party of the ftadtholder, while the 
magitirates, or the venerable lords, 
as they are flyled, of Ziriczee, had 
been among the firmeft and the 
moft ftrenuous leaders of the oppo- 
fition, and the council of Fluthing 
had lately declared itflf on the 
fuine tide, 

The province of Utrecht was of 
all others the moft diftracted and di- 
vided in the prefent diffentions. 
The towns, which were reprefented 
in the provincial affembly, were 
Utrecht, Amerfort, Wyk, Mont- 
fort, and Rhenen; and of thefe 
Amerstort and Khenen were held 
in fubordination by a military gare 
rifon. The other three were firm 
in the democratical meafures, the 
-two firft refufing to acknowlege the 
deputies who pretended to reprefent 
them in the ftates, and the latt re. 
fufing to fend any deputies at all. 
The town of Utrecht however was 
fo extremely important relatively 
to the reit of the province, that it 
had often been afferted by its coun- 
cil, that their deputies alone con- 
ftituted the provincial ftates, and 
that the deputies of the gther towns 
were entitled to nothing more, than 
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the charafter of fpectators and ad- reproach againtl them, that the fol. & 
vocates. Accordingly the aflembly diers had behaved in the capture 
at Amersfort, having early tried of Hattem with greater exceties, | 
their ftrength in preparations for than had often been known in the 
the fieré ot the capital, and find- conqueft’ of towns trom a toreign 
ing themfelves infufticient, thought enemy. One huncéred and thirty 
proper to yield a higher degree ot houtes had been pillaged, and were 
deference and attention to the fen- now in an uninhabited condition, 
timents of this city, than anything The fiates voted a fum of 73 <0], | 
but policy, could have*induced as a compentation to the futterers, 
them to have done. They pro- but they expreily limited the com. 
feffed their willingnels to accept of peniation to fuch as fhould return 
the mediation, which had been to their original habitations, and 
proffered by the ttates of the other thus excluded thoie, who were firm 
fix provinees in their prefent differ- in their adherence to the principles 
ences. ‘The citizens of Utrecht of the democracy. In the mean 
required, as preliminary to any time, the minority, both of the 
negociation, that the prefent coun- equetlrian order, and of the town 
cil fhould be explicitly acknow- deputies in the province of Guel. 
ledged for a lawful aflembly, and derland, was extremely refpectable, 
that the mediators fhould be com- Another tranfaction in this province 
miffioned, not by the fix provinces, that feems to deferve our attention 
but only by Holland, Overyflel took place in the manth of Novem 
and Groningen. This point was ver 1756. ‘The affair of Brett had 
in the month of February 1787 lain unnoticed from the period of 
yielded to them by the is of the report of the commiflioners in 


Amersfort. June 1785, buta new commiffion was 


The ftates of Guclderland, in’ now appointed for the criminal pro 
the midit of whom the court of the fecution of the delinquents in that 
ftadtholder refided, were notequal-  bufinefs. Their proceedings were 
ly moderate in their proceedings. fearcely begun, before admiral 


Their conteft was not with a capital 
city, like Utrecht, but with petty 
towns, with whom they thought drew himfelf from the Hague, and 
it would be a folly to difpute, whea retired to the court of the ftadt- 
they had it in their power to crufh holder at Nimeguen. The ftates 
them ata blow. Accordingly they of Guelderland immediately forbad 
retufed the mediation, which they him to appear before any tribunal 
were invited by the other tates to whatever to anfwer for his condud 
accept, and were even offended in the late war. | 
with them for offering t@ intertere The province of Holland had 
in an internal tranfaction, Their hitherto affeéted a greater degree of 
conteft was with rebels againtt their unanimity and harmony, than any | 
authority. They had therefore no other of the provinces. At thit| 
conceffions to make, and no terms time, when the public controverly 
to offer; when their advertarics was approaching to adecilion, Hol 
implored their clemency, they land appeared more diftracted with 
fhould grant to them an oblivion of contentions, and more balanced 
all that had paffed. In the mean with Oppofing parties, than auy of 
tune it was taken up as a topic of its neighbours, We have already 
2 nica 


count Byland, commander in chief 
of the fquadron in queition, with- 
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méntioned, that the town council 
of Amiterdam, gained over by the 
inwigues of M. de Rendorp, now 
enlitted itfelf in the party of-the 
fadtholder. The council of Rot- 
terdam followed the example of the 
metropolis. This defection, fo tor- 
midable jn its neture, it was the 
bufinefs of the oligarchical party 
to counteract by every method in 
their power. As they dared not 
propofe any peremptory meafures 

in the provincial affembly, left in 
event they fhould find their major- 

itv converted into a minority, they 
inftigated the inhabitants ‘a the 
different towns to prepare addrefles 
to the fovereign body, thanking 
them for the exertions they had 
made in Oppo! fition to the alarming 
progrels of defpotifm, and promil- 
ing to fupport them in fuch farther 
tneafures as they might judge ne- 
ceflary, with their lives and for- 
tunes. Thefe addreffes were car- 
ried in a victorious manner in Dort, 
Haerlem, and other places, which 
had ever diflincuifhed themfelves 
in the party ot oppofition. At 
Amfterdam the addrefs was figned 
by fixteen thoufand feven hundred 
and twenty-two perfons. 

One of the propolitions, which 
was at this time brought forward 
in the ftates of Holland, derived 
its exiltence from an ailociation of 
feuricore magiitiares, who in the 
month of Auguit 1786, had drawn 
up a folemn a‘t of confederution 
tor the purpoies, of the dettruction 
ot the abfolute aritiocracy ; the 
fatting bounds to a lawlets demo- 
cracy; the muintenance of the 
othce of ttadtholder within certain 
limits; and the fupport of the re- 
tormed religion and univerfal ro- 
leration. The deputies of Amfler- 
dam took occ: aufion trom this circum- 
itance, to propote the appointment 
vf a commithon, who thould be 
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by the ftates-gencral, to 
afcertsin the bounds of the execu- 
tive power, and of the prerogatives 


named 


of the ftadtholder. ‘This meatfure, 
which was itrenuoufly oppofed by 
the patriotic party, was productive 
only of endlefs debates without ar- 
riving at any determination. About 
the fame time the leaders of the 
oppotition brought forward a mos 
tion, for fufpending the prince of 
Orange from the offices of ftadt- 
holder and admiral-general, in the 
fame manner as he had already 
heen fufpended from the office of 
captain-veneral, But the appear- 
ance of the deputies in favour otf 
the prince was fo formidable, that 
the party did not think it advife- 
able to bring the quettion to a vote. 
In order to increafe the number of 
voices in the affembly in their fa- 
vour, they tarther proceeded by 
the mode of petition from the towns 
of Heulden, Woerden, and other 
eledersite places, to endeavour 
to obtain for them the privilege of 
fending deputies to the ftates of 
Holland. But this ground was 
found to be untenable, and the pee 
titions were withdrawn in litele 
more than a month {rom the time 
in Which they had been prefented. 
The oligarchical party was at 
this time little difpofe 4d to pafs over 
with indifference any event, that 
by the ftratagems . policy might 
be turned in their favour. A tue 
mulruons difpofition difplayed it- 
felf, in the clofe of the year 1786 
and in ~ beginning of the year 
1787. in various parts of the U- 
nited untniae. and thefe tumults 
had iu former inftances proved no 
unfuccelstul topics of declamation 
to the oppoters of the fladtholder. 
They appeared, without indeed 
producing any tragical effects, but 
inamanner tuffcienly formidable 
tO create ejarm, at Amiterdam, 
Cs Rote 
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Rotterdam, and the Hague. %1- 


milar ditturbances took place at U- 
trecht, and at Deventer: and at 
Gees, the capital of South Beve- 
tand in the province of Zealand, 
the mob proceeded to fuch a length, 
as to break open torty houfes of the 
mott confiderable perfons in the 
interelt of oppotition, and to pil- 
laze them, of every thing they 
contained that was moi! valuable. 
Thefe violences, though con- 
feflediy commit:ed principally by 
perfons favourable to the prince of 
Orange, were however confidered 
by the ladtholderians, aS a topic 
of exhortation and reproach againtt 
their adverfuries. ‘hey proved, 
what indeed was already evident, 
that the people, the bedyv of the 
inhabitants of the Unted Pro- 
vinees, were attached 1n the trong- 
eft manner to the prince of Orange. 
It wat definable that fuch feenes of 
contuben and anarehny fhould be 
prevented, but this, though they 
1 ‘d not be expected 
ct. “Phe only 1in- 
ert ult be fuecels- 
ful, ought t gine with their 
oOppon nts. ‘Th y ough, though 
late, at leneth c0 J ield to the voice 


ft 
Wihiice, 


. ; } 
ot their eountry, and not endea- 


torce upon Mn enwilling 
Nn, a violent and 
ition ot cover Ment, and a 
tl tubs ration to the courte 

Vhe patriotic party, 


tr to this reafoning, ai- 
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and endeavoured: to prove, 
that theie t multuary ~ oceedings 
hed not orrgimated in the impatience 
at the people, but had been fe- 
cretly 1} inited up by the more con- 


fiderable partiians of the prince. 
They alladed to the fatal diforders 
of 1672 and 1747, and intinuated, 
that the iladtholder, finding that 
he could expect nothing from fair 
reafoning and tranquil cifcuflion, 
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was willing, by plunging the {tate 
in anarchy, to take advantage of 
the moment of its calamity and 
ulurp a defpotical power. 

Whatever were the truth of thefe 
al’egations, the tumulrs co not feem 
at prefent to have produced any 
confequences, favourable to the 
prince of Crange. There ts nothing, 
that is more naturally a fource of 
terror to men, atiuent in their cir. 
cumftances, than the riotous pro- 
ceedings of an outrageous popu- 
lace. The power of thote perfons 
of this defeription in the province 
of Holland, who were triends to 
the ftadtholder, did not extend to 
an immediate compliance with the 
demands of the rioters. ‘They 
therefore took a flep directly the 
oppolite of this. They united 
with the patriotic party for the abe- 
heion ot the corps of volunteers, 
which had been aflociated in favour 
of the prince of Orange, and which 
had been the apparent caute of 
many of the ditturbances. To- 
wards the clofe of February it was 
propofed to augment the garrifon 
ot the Hague, with a particular 
view to the violences that might 
he committed on the eighth of 
March, the anniverfary of the 
birth day of the prince of Orange. 
The debates on this queftion were 
carried to an unufual length, and 
nearly engrofled the fpace of eight 
days. ‘The obftacles to the propo- 
fition were at lenoth removed, by 
the tavourable interference of the 
deputies ot Amfterdam, and by 
the deputies of Dort and Haerlem 
adopting the decifive meafure of 
withdrawing trom the Hague, till, 
by the propofed augmentation, the 
ttares fhould be enabled to purfue 
their deliberations with freedom. 

The party, which had long 
taken the lead in the provincial 
iiates of Holland, were encouraged 


by 
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by the diffatisfaction which feemed 
to be growing again tt the court of 
Nimeguen, to revive their pro- 
ceedings againit the ftudchbolder. 
Having been defeated in their at- 
tempt “to fufpend him from his 
three great oftices within their pro- 
vince, “they now adopted a meature 
founded upon the propolal of the 
aflociated magiftrates of Amiterdam., 
They had oppofed that meature, 
firit, becaufe they ftated it as con- 
trary to the conttitution, that any 
great internal object fhould be pri- 
ma ily difeuffed in the affembly ot 
the itstes general; and fecondly, 
becaufe they were ‘apprehenfive ot 
the event, provided the matter 
were difcufled by a committee in- 

difcriminately felected even from 
the deputies of their own province. 
It was therefore moved by the de- 
puties of Haerlem, that a eg 
of fittecen flhhould ke up pointed, 
enquire into the prerogatives of a 
itadtholder, and to prefcribe the 
limits which fhould be laid down 
to them in future. This propofi- 
tion was lonv under difcuffion, and 
was attended with extraordinary 
cithculties. The quetiion for ap- 
pointing a day for the felection of 
ul 1¢ committee was carried by a ma- 
jor rity of one. 

So fmall a majority, and a ma- 
jority which had been gradually 
diminthhing, attorded no unequivo- 
cal fymptom of the expiring power 
of the patriotic party. Accord- 
ingly on the thirtieth of March, 
the day appointed for naming the 
committee, It was propoted by the 
triends of the ftadtholder, that, in- 
{tead. -ot fifteen, the committee 
fhould confift of nineteen members, 
one tor each of the bodies which 
have a voice in the provincial 
aflembly, and the queition was 
carricd againit the party which had 
. lately predominated, ‘bhis victory 
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was fucceeded by a refolution, re- 
commending the retugecs of El- 
burg and Hattem to the clemency 
of the flates ot Guelderland, a 
meafure, which was reprefented by 
the enemies of the prince of Orange, 
as full of treachery and ill tanh, 
and asa virtual denial of that pro- 
tection, whic Wolland hada tew 
months b.fore engaged to extend 
to thefe martyrs ot the democracy, 
The leaders of the defeaied party 
were actuared by the higheit degree 
of refentment. ‘The town councils 
of Haerlem, Leyden, Alkmaar, and 
Purmereot, voted their protection 
to the refugees, and offered them 
the privileges ot burgherfhip. At 
the fame ume eight of the perfons, 
who had been cholen upon the com- 
mittee of nineteen, declared their 
refolution not to eneage in a bufi- 
nets, which was now rendered fo 
o apparently the creature of the itadt- 
holderian party. 

The victory of the prince of O- 
range in the ttates of Holland was 
of thort duration. So unexpected 
a change only ferved to accelerate 
thote itrong ‘meafures, which had 
long been in contemplation, and 
which the critical fituation of the 
oligarchical party now rendered ef- 
fential to their tafety. The indig~ 
nation, Which was excited, ap- 
peared mott tlrongly in the lan- 
guage and conduct of the armed 
burghers of Amiterdam, who de- 
clared their firm refolution to ef- 
fect the immediate recall of the 
three deputies of that city in the 
provincial affembly. ‘The idea of 
bringing about a revolution in the 
town councils of Amfterdam and 
Rotterdam, was coeval with the 
majority obtained by the ftadt- 
holder in each of thofe cities. In 
the latter the armed burghers had 
entered into a combination at the 
clofe of the preceding year, to ef- 
fect 
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fect a democtatical revolution in 
their town government, and for 
that purpofe to augment the num- 
ber of the council trom twenty tour 
to forty perfens. ‘The projected 
meafure had long been held in fuf- 
pence, by the equal balance that 
feems to have exilied of the two 
arties among the sohabitants of 
wnat beng On the twenty third 
of April however, the armed 
burghers compelled the council 
to depofe feven members of their 
body, and their places were im- 
mediately filled up by the elec- 
tion of feven new members. The 
deputation to the flates was con{e- 
quently changed ; and immediate- 
ly two fets of deputies claimed a 
feat in the provincial affembly. 
But the flates of Holland reioived, 
that the conteit berween the burgh- 
ers and the depofed magilirates was 
a municipal tranfaction, with which 
they had no right to intertere ; and 
of confequence the deputies of the 
exilting council were exclufively ad- 
meted to a feat in the ailembly. 
The inhabitants of Amiterdam 
had prepared the way for the me- 
ditated change in the character and 
party of their town council in the 
beginning of the year 1787. ‘The 
day of the election of the annual 
magiitrates of the city was the firtt 
of February; and the burghers, 
being refolved to feize upon this 
opportunity of putting an end to 
the power of the prince of Orange 
within their walls, took meafures 
for holding aa affembly in the pre- 
ceding weck to concert a plan for 
that purpofe. This meeting was 
prevented by the agency of the co- 
lonels commanding the regiments 
of burghers, who were fecretly fa- 
vourable to the party of the fladt- 
holder. Having beca counteracted 
at that time, the burghers now fur- 
younded the jtadthoule on the fame 
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day, as that, which had been cho 
fen by the inhabitants of Rotter. 
dam ; and, having entered into ne. 
gociation with the council, they ef. 
tected their purpoie, and nine of 
the magiftrates, together wih the 
four colonels, gave in their refigns 
ation the fame evening. The fill, 
ing up their feats was a muaiter of 
greater deliberation here, than it 
had been at Rotterdam. It en. 
countered feveral difliculties, and 
was not complered tll the feventh 
of thefollowing May. In the meay 
time an act cf qualification was 
figned by twenty five thoutand of 
the inhabitants, cimpowering the 
fifteen delegates of the armed 
burghers to clect the new magif- 
trates) by their own authority, if 
the council fhould refute 1o concur 
in the meafure. The deputation 
from Amilerdam to the provincial 
affembly was immediately chang- 
ed. 

We have now accompanied the 
reader in a furvey of the {ituation 
of the feven provinces of the union, 
immediately previous to the com. 
mencement of hoftilities. The dif. 
fentions of the republic had now 
rifen to fo yreat a he ght, that thofe 
hoftilities could not be expected to 
be much longer fufpended. ‘The 
fignal, which immediately led to 
the extremities that tollowed, was 
given by the aflembly of Amessfort. 
Jhey had confented in the month 
of February to the preliminaries 
ipulated by the council of Utrecht, 
as the conditions of their acceding 
to a mediation, They retracted 
this confent in the month of April, 
The citizens of Uirecht were both 
irritated with this inttability, and 
confcious of fuperior iirength. Fore. 
fleeing, as they obferved, that the 
termination of the cdiflentions of 
the province was po{tponed to 4 
very dijtant period, they came to 

an 








tal 


Te. 
> 


ng 





f 


FOREIGN 


™ immediate refolution, to with- 

raw from the difpofal ot the {tates 
of Amerstort the quota of the citi- 
zens ot Utrecht to the revenues of 
the province. The fiates rejoined 
to this peremptory meature by a 
refolution, to put in mo- 
tion the troops ot the divifion 
of Utrecht, to occupy by force 
the different poits by which the 
city was furrounded, to cut off its 
communication with the province 
of Holland, and to reduce the re- 
bellious capital to fubmiffion by 
force of arms. 

This refolution brought on an 
immediate erifis. It the forces in 
the pay of the province of Holland 
could be brought to act again{t any 
force that it was pofiil le for the 
fiadthoider to oppote to them, there 
was not a doubt that the victory 
would fail to the patriotic party, 
But there was a principle of the 
Dutch conilitution, that ftood in 
their way, and upon which the 
ftaitholderians placed contiderable 
reliance. It was contrary to the 
union of Utrecht, that the troops 
in the pay of the republic fliould 
march upon the territories of any 
of the provinces, without the con- 
fent of the ftates of that province 
having been firtt obtained. If the 
oligarchy of Holland thought pro- 
per to fupe riede this objection, {ill 
it was poilible, that the officers in 
their pay would refufe obedience to 
fo unauthorifed a command. It 
was the butinels of the friends of 
the fladtholder to {pirit them up to 
this refufal, and in cafe of their 
fuccets they promiled themielves 
the moft decifive advant: age. 

In order to give force to this 
conititutional queition, the  ftates 
general of the United Provinces, 
who had hitherto held themfelves 
weutral in the contefts of the re- 
public, were iniliggted to declare 
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themfelves. Confcious that they 
had no inherent powers, that could 
enable them to interfere with effect, 
they had in preceding inftances 
chofen to maintain the dignity of 
their character in filence ; but it 
was natural to fuppofe, that there 
was a fituation, which, when it 
fhould occur, would call upon them 
for adecifion. Accordingly in the 
beginning of May they came to a 
relolution, forbidding all colonels 
or officers commanding regiments, 
to march their troops from their 
prefent quarters upon the territories 
of any other province, without the 
content of the fovereign of that 
province; and to obey no orders of 
a contrary tenor. A reply to this 
refolution was adopted in the flates 
of Holland on the tenth of the fame 
month, in which they declared, 

that, by the hottile march of the 
troops of one province againft the 
inhabitants of another, the bond of 
the union was to be conGidered as 
broken, and every member of the 
ftate was called upon to act, in the 
manner which they might judge 
moit conducive to the w eltare of the 
whole; that therefore it was now 
neceflary to demand of the officers, 
whether they were ready to obey 
the provincial {tutes ; and that, if 
they helrated to explain them- 
felves, it would be proper to fuf- 
pend them from the fervice during 
the prefent emergency, 

The determination of the ftates 
of Holland was not adopted, ull 
the moment, in which the occafion 
occérred that was to call it into 
practice. An expedition had been 
determined upon in concert by the 
flates of Amersfort and the court 
of Nimeguen, to fecure the poft of 
Viecfwyk, which is the direét_me- 
dium of communication between 
the city of Utrecht and the terri- 
tories of South Holland, and the 
C4 feat 
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feat of the fluices, by means of 
which the ne.shbouring country to 
a confiderable extent can be laid 
under water. The news of the ex- 
pedition arrived at Utrecht avout 
100n on the ninth of May. ‘The 
town council came to an immediate 
refolution to defend the pott by 
force of arms. ‘The numbcr of 
volunteers, that oftered themfelves 
for this fervice, was contiderable, 
but a body of between two and 
three hundred men was deemed to 
be fufficient. ‘They marched out 
of Utrecht at half after fix o’clock 
in the evening. 

The party of the enemy confift- 
ed of feven companies of the regi- 
ment of the count d’Efferen under 
the command ot their colonel, mak- 
ing tocether three hundred and fit- 
ty men. Of thele the count fla- 
tioned four companies in the for- 
trefs of Vicetwyk, and three in the 
neighbouring vilaye of Jutphaas. 
‘The detachment ot Utrecht pro- 
ceeded : towards the 
latter; and the firil fire preceeded 
from an embuitcade of the tladthel- 
derians, by which two perfons, a 
captain heutenant and a_ private, 
were killed. The burghers how- 
ever difeovered no confufion, and, 
having brought up their cannon, 
in half an hour put to flight the 
whole body of the enemy. The 
news of the action arrived at U- 
trecht about midnight, and a rein- 
forcement of an huncred men im- 
mediately marched to join their 
fellow citizens. The commander 
of the patriots remained at Jutphaas 
during the night, and in the morn- 
ing marched to Vreefwyk, which 
was abandoned at his approach. 
He returned to Utrecht in the 
evening of the tenth of May with 
about twenty prifoners, efcorted by 
flambeaux, and weleomed with the 
acclamations of the inhabitants. 
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The two perfons, who were killed 
in the action of Jutphaas, were in. | 
terred with great pomp, and the 
council refolved to erect a mony- 
ment to their memory, in the ver 
place where the firit blood of their 
citizens was fhed in defence of the 
republican contiitution, 

The ftates of Holland immedi. 
ately gave orders to their troops to 
enter the territories of the province 
of Utrecht. ‘They placed a garri- 
fon in the two potts, which had 
been the fubject of the late conteft, 
and they marched a detachment to 
reinforce the capital city. A ren- 
counter took place on the four, 
teenth between a part of this de- 
tachment and a {fimail number of 
troops in the pay of Guelderland, 
in which feveral of the tladtholde- 
rians were killed, and only one of 
the republicans wounded. Means 
while the aflembly of Amersfort 
declared, that they could not but 
regard the conduct of the neigh- 
bouring province as highly often. 
live, and were determined to em- 
ploy every means in their power to 
repel the aggreflion. ‘Lo this the 
tutes of Holland returned no other 
aufwer, than by a demand ot a cates 
gorical explanation refpecting thefe 
menaces in forty eight hours, that 
they mightadoptfuch means of relif 
ance as fhould appear eligible. Ihe 
jiates of Amerstort alfo addreffed a 
circular letter to the {lates of Zeas 
land, Friefland, Overy ffl and Groe 
ningen, calling on them to afhitin 
oppofing the unjuttifiable attack of 
the province of Holland. 

In this fituation the officers in 
the pay of that province adopted 
the mode of conduct, which the 
ftadtholderians had defired. A 
great majority of them refufed to 
obey the orders of the flates, and 
were immediately fufpended from 
their commands, and others nomi¢ 
nated 
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nated to fill up their places. But 
the gaining of the officers was a 
{mall acquifition, unlefs they could 
bring with them large partes ot the 
troops under their command, To 
forward this object, it was thought 
proper to pubsifh on the twenty 
fixth of May in the name of the 
rince of Orange a manitetto, near- 
. in the ftyle ufually employed in 
a declaration of war. In this pa- 
ser the ftadtholder remarked, that 
he had long had fufficient reafons 
to jullify him in making declara- 
tions, publifhing manifeftoes, and 
arranging meafures, to counteract 
the intrigues of that fmall number 
of members of the government of 
Holland, who had made fo malig- 
nant and unworthy a ufe of their 
influence. But his inclination led 
him to proceedings of mildnefs and 
forbearance, and it was not long 
fince, that he had had reafon to 
hope for the moit favourable effects 
from tho!e proceedings. The ablett 
and moti taithtul counfellors, the 
najor part of the good burghers, 
and even the majority of the pro- 
vincial ftates, had lately difplayed 
a difpontion to refiore him to his 
rights. ‘This difpofition had only 
been countera¢ted by the mott odi- 
ous extremities, by the interference 
of compulfion and terror, and by 
the mott manifett infringement of 
privilege and charters. The pro- 
ceedings of the ilates of Holland 
in marching their troops upon the 
territories of Utrecht, and in en- 
deavouring to induce the military 
to violate the moit folemn oaths, 
were reprefented as ftill more atro- 
cious. In this fituation the ftadt- 
holder thought himielf obliged, to 
refeue the public at large from the 
tyranny of a cabal; to co-operate 
with the ftates of Guelderland for 
the prefervation of the general 
Wanquillity; and to protect the 
3 
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rights of the people and the burgh- 


ers, by giving them fuch an influ- 
ence in the concerns of the towns, 
us fhould be compatible with the 
ancient contiitution of the repub- 
lic. 

The chain of events, which this 
maniteito was intended to influence, 
was interrupted by a very alarm- 
ing tumule in the city of Amfter- 
dam. As various addrefles had 
been prefented to the flates of the 
province of Holland in favour of 
the prevailing fyitem, it was at- 
tempted to obtain counter addrefles 
in behalfof the ftadtholder. Inmany 
places thefe attempts do not feem 
to have been attended with great 
fuccefs. Inthe city of Amfterdam 
they obtained thirty three thoufand 
fignatures, a number, greater than 
that, which attended any of the 
meafures of the democracy, and 
which can with difficulty be recon- 
ciled with the accounts which have 
reached us from all quarters, of 
the general unanimity of the inha- 
bitants of Amitlerdam in tavour of 
the pstriotic party. In the mean 
time the ttadtholderians appear to 
have been in a manner intoxicated 
with fo extenfive a fuccefs. ‘The - 
workmen of the admiralty in parti- 
cular, who was very numerous in 
the quarter of Cattemburg, had 
difplayed a riotous difpofition dur- 
ing the whole progrefs of the ad- 
drefs. On the twenty eighth of 
May, the period fixed for the clofe 
of the fignatures, the, affembied in 
numbers before a contiderable ta: 
vern of this city. They were 
armed with knives, fabres, piftols, 
and bludgeons, and employed them: 
{elves in patrolling the ftreets, ine 
fulting the pafiengers, and ventin 
every kind of execration again 
the oppofers of the iftadtholder, 
The next day the fame fcene was 
repeated, three perfons were wounds 
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ed, and the high bailiff of Amfter- 
dam interfered for the purpofe of 
putting anend tothetumult. But 
the patience of the democratical 
vulgar was already exhautlea ; 
and, though withouc arms, they 

urfued the noters, and drove them 
oe to their houle of rendezvous. 
Having thus far fucceeded, they 
now acted upon the offentive, and 
pillaged five or fix houfes of the 
ftadtholderians, among which was 
that of M.de Rendorp. The Car- 
temburgers on ther fice were not 
more peaceable ; and, having litted 
up the diawbridge which connects 
their quarter with the refit of the 
city, prlaged the houies of the pa- 
triots. lathe mean tame the arm- 
ed burghers now aflembled, and 
marched againitthe quarter of Car- 
t@nburge. A kind of baitle was 
maintained acrofs the canal, firit 
with mufquetry, and then with 
cannon ; and a young failor of the 
patriots, embarking in a boat, leap- 
ed upon the balluitrade from whica 
the drowbridge was fufpended, cut 
the cable that fupported it, pulled 
down the bridge, and returned in 
fafety. ‘lhe burghers having thus 
obtained a paflige, foon put to 
fight their undifciplined enemy ; 
but the riot was not completely 
fuppreffed ull ten o’clock in the 
morning. A fevere inquifition into 
the butinefs followed; one perfon 
was hanged, and ten others brand- 
ed and whipped. An artillery man 
of the burghers who had been kill- 
ed, was buried with much folem 
nity, whi'e a perfon of the fame 
glais on the part of the Cattem- 
burgers, was hanged by his foot 
at the public gallows. Much pains 
were taken to trace up thefe pro- 
ceedings to the pilnce of Orange. 
pome citizens of confiderable rank 
found their fafety in flight, and it 
was fajd to have come eut in evi- 


dence, that an armourer of Liege | 


had expedited fix hundred myf 
quets for the inhabitants of Car. 
temburg, and that he had been paid 
by certain confidential pertons In 
the court ot Nimeguen. 

The fignal ot general revolt a 
mong the troo; s of the province of 
Holiand was given cn the tenth of 
June by Heutenaut colonel Balneg. 
vis, who, having previoufly res 
fufed obedience to the orders of 
Holland, and withdrawn himfef 
from his regiment, now returned, 
and fucceistuliy endeavoured to fe 
duce from the fervice the body he 
had lately commanded, as weil as 
a battalion of a dittren: regiment, 
which was tlationed with them in 
gurrifon at the fortrets ef Oudewa 
ter. ‘Lhe example of this divifion 
fpeedily intected the whole line of 
the troops. Ina week the cordon 
was broken up, the frontier left des 
fencelefs to the mercy of the ene- 
my, and near two thirds of the ree 
gular troops of Holland went over 
tothe ftadtholder, 

It was probably for the purpofe 
of encouraging this operation, shat 
the prince of Orange at the requis 
fitien of the ftates of Amersfort, 
took the ficld at this period, and, 
having encamped his little army in 
the vicinity of Utrecht, took up his 
head quarters at the village of 
Zeitt. The tiates of Holland on 
their part were not dilatory in the 
adopiion of meatures, to counter 
act this formidable defection. After 
the ufual method of modern repub- 
lies, they appointed a fet of field 
deputies, or acommiilion of defence, 
to be ftationed at Woerden, whole 
prefent object it was, to confult 
with general van Reyifel upon the 
means of preferving the fcartered 
remains, and repairing the breaches 
of the cordon. The fucces of this 
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obiectt which had fuggefled it, was 
viuble. The commithon was active 
iu the offers that were held out to 
encourage counter defertions, and 
their miflionaries infinuated them- 
{elves into all thofe places, where 
their induftry was likely to be mott 
inaufpicious to the intereft of the 
ftadtholder. Of confequence the 
defections inthe army ot Zeitt were 
by no means incontiderable. In 
the mean time every thing began to 
wear the appearance of war. Ge- 
nerol van Reytiel had already ob- 
tained the principal command of 
the troops of Holland, and the rhin- 
eyave of Salm and M. de Ternant 
were now refpectively appointed 
commanders in chief, on the part 
of the republicans, of the troops in 
the provinces of Utrecht and Ove- 
rvilel. 
There was one fubject, which at 
this time deeply engaged the atren- 
tion of the adverfaries of the prince 
of Orange. ‘There is nothing, 
which is commonly more eagerly 
defired by all parties in a cafe of ci- 
vil diilention, than to fecure the 
forms and acknowledged principles 
of the conilitution cn their fide, 
it was tor this reafon, and for o- 
thers yet more material, that the 
patriots had regarded the late pro- 
ceedings of the affembly of the 
itates general with great mortifica- 
tion. Jhough there was no ex- 
plicit prerogative in that body, 
which fhould enable them effectu- 
ally to interfere in the prefent con- 
tenuon, their fuppore however na- 
turally gave a refpeétability to the 
party they efpoufed in the eyes of 
foreign nations, and yielded fuch a 
fanchon to the efforts made on that 
fide, as had evidently produced the 
greatett effect in the late queftion 
ot the obedience of the regimental 
officers. 

The minority in the ftates gene- 
ral confiited of Holland, Overyfiel 
and Groningen ; tife majority, of 
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Guelderland, Zealand, Friefland 


and Utrecht. ‘The legality of this 
lait voice might be segarded as 
fomewhat equivocal, and the towa 
council of Utrecht, in having. af- 
ferted the irregularity and nullity 
of the afflembly of Amersfort, had 
virtually denied the mght of the 
provincial deputies appointed by 
thar afflembly. Still however they / 
fut in the ftates general, and even 
formed the caiting voice, that gave 
colour tothe proceedings of the re- 
prefentative of the whole republic. 
But this could be tolerated by the 
municipal government of Utrecht 
no longer. In combating the fup- 
poied abufe, they might cither 
merely proteft againft the legality 
of thefe deputies, and thus endea- 
vour to reduce the voices in the 
ftates general vo an equality ; or 
they might adopt a mode ot con- 
duct, more {pirited indeed, but not 
lefs reaforable and political, nor 
even lets likely to be crowned with 
fuccefs, ‘This was, confidering the 
great importance and preponderancy 
of the capital, that they were op- 
pofed by only two towns, Amerf- 
tort and Rhenen, and thefe under 
military compullion, to refolve to 
follow up their condemnation of 
the convention of Amerstort, by 
calling a new affembly of provin- 
cial tlates, and commiffoning new 
deputies to the tiates gencral, who 
fhould demand the exclufion of 
their adverfarics, and their own ad+ 
miffion to the fun¢tions of their of- 
fice; thus inflantly converting the 
ftadtholierian majority in the na- 
tional aflembly into a minority, 
This was the meafure, which after 
mature deliberation, was adopted 
by the republicans. The new ftates 
of Utrecht affembled for the firft 
time on the eleventh of June, and 
their meeting appears both in num- 
bers and rank to have been highly 


refpectable, 
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Miceting of Parliament. Address. Com vercial Treaty ousph France, De. 


bute:. Freats ai pre Ca iy loth He feS. 


WO events, that tock place 

fubfequent to the conclu- 
fion of the third feffion of the pre- 
fent parliament, came immedistely 
under the netice of that afiembly, 
when they met for their fourth fet- 
fion on the twenty third of January 
2°87. Anattempt had been made 
on the fecond ot Aucult 178> to 
aflafinate the king, and, though it 
does not appear to have been tor- 
midable or well conducted, it natu- 
rally excited confiderable alarm a- 
mony the loval inhabitants of this 
country, and occafioned a great 
number of addretles to be preient- 
ed, cong:atula:ing his majetiy on 
his fortunate efcape. The author 
of the attempt was a poor woman, 
by name Margaret Nicholfon, who 
had formerly lived in the capacity 
ot a fervant maid, but was now in- 
fane. The mode the felected for 
her undertaking, was that of con- 
cealing a knife under a paper, which 
fhe held in her hand, and prefented 
to the king in the manner of a peti- 
tioner. She was prefently difarm- 
ed, though not ull fhe had made 
one thruft at the king’s breatt; and 
he is faid immediately to have ex- 
c'aimed, “1 am not hurt. Take 
care of the poor woman; do not 
hurt her.” Upon her examination 
before the privy council it did not 
appear that fhe had any accomplice, 
and the declared, that the crown of 
FBogland was her property, and 
that fhe wanted nothing but her 
right. ‘The diforder of her inrel- 
lects, having been atcertained, fhe 


was conducted to the hofpital of 


Bedlam, to remain there probably 
for the reit of her itte. 

The other event was of great 
intrinfie importance. It was the 
figning at Verfailles on the twenty 
fixth of September of a treaty of com. 
merce between the courts of Lag. 
land and France, which had beeg 
negociated by Mr. William Eden, 
envoy extraordinary and minitter 
plenipotentiary of the king of Great 
Britain, on the one part, and M, 
Gerard de Rayneval, cuminiflioner 
and plenipotentiary of the court of 
Veriailles, on the other. This 
treaty was, at leaft in appearance, 
the triumph of liberal fentiments 
and comprehentive views over ans 
cient animolity and mercantile jeas 
loufy. It tended to make two na. 
tions, the molt civilized and retined 
in the world, mutually u(etul to 
each other, and thus to itrike offas 
it were from the number of proba- 
bilities, which might involve them 
in future acts of hoitility and war, 
Its general principle was to permit 
the mutual exchange of every {pes 
cies of commodity, except that of 
warlike jiores. 

It was about the fame time that 
a confiderable addition was made to 
the Englifh peerage. ‘The earls 
of Shannon and Tyrone, and lord 
Delaval of the kingdom of Ireland, 
were advanced to the rank of ba- 
rons of Great Britain: the dukes 
of Queenfbury and Athol and the 
earl of Abercorn trom the scottifh 
peerage, were refpectively raifed to 
the dignities of baron Douglas, earl 
Strange, and vifcount Hainilton: 
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and fir Harbord Harbord, fir Guy 
Carleton, and Mr. Charlies Jenkin- 
fon were created lords Sutheld, 
Dorcheiler, and Hawketbury. Lord 
Hawkefbury was alfo appointed 
chancellor of the duchy of Lancat- 
ter, and a new committee of privy 
council for matters of trade and 
plantations was nominated, ot which 
that nobleman was pretiden', and 
fuch perfons, holding offices in the 
kinodom of Ireland, as the king 


fhould name privy counfellors of 


Kneland, were admitted to be nem- 
hers. Lord Dorchetter had in the 
preceding April been appointed go- 
verner of Canada, Nova Scotia, 
and New Bruniwick. 

The tpeech from the throne at 
the ot the fetlion 
onferved upon the apparent tran- 


commencement 


quillity ot Europe, and recome 
nended the treaty of commerce to 
the fanction of parliament. Italfo 
referred three {peciiic meafures to 
stheir approbation: a convention, 
refpecting the cutting of lop wood, 
with the catholic hing; a plan, 
which had been formed for trant- 
porting a number of convicts to a 
part of the ifland of New Holland, 
known by the appellation of Bo- 
tany Bay; and certain regulations 
tor the accommodation of the mer- 
cantile part of the kingdom, and 
tor implitying the public accounts 
in the various branches of the re- 
venue, 
The addrefs which, befide re- 
peating the topics of the fpcech, 
congratulated the king upon his re- 
cent efcape, was moved in the houte 
ot lords by the earl of Rochford 
and lord Dacre; and in the houle 
of commens hy vifcount Compton, 
fon to the earl of Northampton, 
and Mr. Matthew Montague ; the 
latter of whom gained fome ap- 
plaufe for the elegance and fpirit of 
44a harangue upon the occafion. 
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Mr. Fox, whoconcurred in the ads 
drefs, thought proper at the fame 
time to throw out fome animad- 
verfions in relation to the couimer- 
cial treaty. By the gentiemen who 
moved the addrefs, the un-ertainty 
of war had been contrailed with the 
bleiling’s of commerce, as if it were 
fuppoted, that this country had e- 
ver gone to war tor the fake ot ex. 
tending her dominion, or of eroti- 
fying an inordinate ambition. In 
the opinion of Mr. Fox the face 
was directly the reverfe. TVhroug!y 
the courfe of all our late, it not of 
our earlier wars, as often as we had 
fent our armies into the tield, or co- 
vered the ocean with our fleets, our 
ipinared in a prin- 
ciple ot felf-defenee, or in the wiew 
ot thelrering the invaded lnbertirs 
of furrounading flates. Mr. Fox 
exprefied a doubt, whether the trea- 
iv was to be confidered as having 
a political tendency, or were to be 
regarded as merely commercial; 
and remarked that the prefent po- 
licy ot France, while it had the 
fame object in view, was more ae 
larming in its nature than the po. 
licy ot Louis the Fourteenth. For- 
merly her eftgines were oppreffion 
and power; engines, which could 
not fail to roule a general indigna- 
tion, and tq excite the reliitance of 
every power, that pofleffed an atom 
of {pirit, generofity, or rectitude, 
What was the engine which was 
at this time employed by France ? 
Influence: that fecret and almoft 
irrefitlible power, with which am- 
bition infured its object, almoft 
without being perceived, but much 
more effectually than with any o- 
ther. It ought alfa to be recol- 
leéted, that Louis the Sixteenth pof- 
feffed more power than ever Louis 
the Fourteenth could boaft; and 
that that fuperiority, great as ig 
was, would in all probability {cen 
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be confiderably augmented. Mr. 
Fox enquired, what were the fymp- 
toms of the fincerity of France in 
her prefent pretended amicable dif- 
pofition towards us ? Had minifters 
felt the influence Of her government 
operating in our favour with thote 
powers with whom we were nego- 
ciating treaties ? Did it manitett it- 
felf in the court of Liibon, in the 
court of Madrid, or in the court of 
Peterfburgh ? At this time France, 
who had tormerly pofleffed the moit 
powerful army of any European 
power, ranked in this refpect only 
as the fourth upon the continent. 
She had diminifhed her land force, 
and was directing all her atrention 
to her mirine. Was thata tavour- 
able fymptom for this country? 
Mr. Fox added, he might pothbly 
be mifreprefented, as a man prepof- 
feffed by vulgar and illiberal pre- 
judices. But, be that as it might, 
he could not eafily torget, that 
thofe prejudices had been produc- 
tive of no ill confequences to this 
country, and that the wars, in 
which they had engaged us, had 
contributed more than any other cir- 
cumftance to make us great and 
glorious. Ele compared the con- 
duct of the miniiters of the prefent 
day to that ot the tory admunittra- 
tion of queen Anne, who had en- 
deavoured to reprefent all appre- 
henfions of the inordinate power of 
France, as no better than a bugbear. 
The addrefs was carried nemine 
contradicente. 

As one of the principal opera- 
tions of the French treaty related 
to the duty upon wines, one of the 
topics chofen by oppolition for the 
tubject of their remarks, confifted 
in the enquiring, how far the trade 
with Portugal, and the treaty in 
which that trade had originated, 
commonly called the Methuen trea- 
ty, were compatible with this new 
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object. The article of Woolley, 
was alfo a principal objeét of ty 
Portugal trade, and was likely » 
be in fome way afiected by the com, 
mercial treaty. It was therefog 
moved by Mr. Minchin on th 
twenty ninth of January, and by 
Mr. Pelham on the fecond of Feb 
ruary, that certain papers thoulj 
be produced relatively to the Po, 
tugal trade, in order to enable th 
houfe to judge of the value of thi 
object, and of the way in which} 
would be affected by the Frenc 
treaty. ‘The motion of Mr. My. 
chin, after fome debate was with 
drawn. The papers moved by Mr, 
Pelham were, an account of th 
value of the imporrs and export 
between Great Britain and Porw 
gal from 1703 to 1786; an a 
count of the duties upon beer, mal 
and malt fpirits for the four la 
years; and a general account o 
the exports and imports of Gres 
Britain for the years 17584 aa! 
1785. Mr. Pelham alfo read two 
other motions, one for a general a 
count of the exports ot wooller 
and the other for a particular a. 
count of our trade with Spain it 
that article. Thefe were with 
drawn at the requeft of Mr. Pit, 
who conceived the difclofure to k 
pregnant with mifchief to this cour 
try, and who ftrongly objected « 
a principle ftated by Mr. Pelham, 
which had a tendency to bring arf 
der the examination of the hovk} 
treaties, already in  negociatioy, 
and not yet concluded. Mr. Pit 
at the fame time moved for an «& 
count of the exports and imports be 
tween Great Britain and France frot 
17143 and an account of Frenc 
Wines imported and confumed, be 
tween the fifth of July and th 
twenty ninth of November 1786 
On Monday the fifth of Febr 
ary it was moved by Mr, Pitty - 
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the houfe do on that day feven- 
night refolve itfelt into a commit- 
tee, to contider of fo much ot the 
fpeech trom the throne, as related 
to the treaty of navigation and 
commerce, concluded with the mott 
Chritian king. To this motion 
an ame ndment was propote “dl by lord 
George Cavendifh, uncle to the 
duke ot Devonfhire, to deter the 
confideration till that day fortnight, 
in order to give time fora call of 
the houfe. Mr. Fox fupported the 
ainendmenr, and remarked, that, 
in confequence ot the numerous 
gpportunities he had had to oblerve 
upon the e xcetlive warmth and pre- 
cipitance of the difpotition ot the 
miniiier, he felt a tlighter degree of 
atton:fhment at difcove ring the vio- 
lence, with which he now urged 
the houle to the coniideration of a 
moit important meature. The 
niealure in rte pli 4UONn Was a {y- 
lien, In which not only the etta- 
blued anceltois 
were lorevone, buc the great and 
etfential principles of our com- 
merce, principles, which, whether 
wile or had made us 
completely changed, 
On the fubject of the trith propo- 
fitions Mr, Pitt had de prec ated de- 
lay. He had detired then as now, 
to hurry on parliament without 
contideration, without time for en- 
quiring and collecting the opimon 
ot thofe, who were mott competent 
to}! udge of the expediency ¢ of the 
meafure. Fortunate for the coun- 
try had been the wife caution ofthe 
houfe in that inflance ; fortunate 
for the minitter, who had been ref- 
cued by the wifdom of parliament 
from the dangers of his own rafh- 
nefs. He had alfo br ought in a 
plan for a commercial trea: y with 
America, and that would admit of 
no poffible delay. The houfe how- 
ever had taught him the rafhnefé 
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of the proceeding, and the bill had 


never finee been heard ot. On 
that fubject he had been made com- 
pletely to change his mind, in con- 
fequence ot the lights which he re- 
ceived by prudent delay. Mr. Fox 
added, that a convention had been 
exchanged, and at length ratified, 
which was in fome refpects as to- 
tally diilimilar from the treaty, as 
the twenty Irith propofitions had 
been trom the original cleven, and 
the copies of this convention had 
only been diftributed that very day. 
He could aflign no reafon tor the 
extreme urgency of the minitter, 
unlels be fu {pected that the people 
were loud in their praite, more 
from the novelty of the object, than 
from a conviction of its merits, and 
unlefs he intended to fnatch at the 
jeafonable moment of traniitory 
delution. Mr. Pitt replied to the 
arguments otf Mr. Fox. He main- 
tained, that the charge of precipi- 
tation was abfurd, fince the treaty 
had aliesdy been concluded more 
than four monchs, and that the 
propofed call ot the houfe was un- 
neceilary, as the aitendance was at 
prefent very full, and as it was not 
likely that a cali would be at all 
calculated to increafe it. He re- 
torted upon Mr. Fox the charge of 
precipitation in the cafe of his Eatt 
India-bill; a meafure, which from 
its novelty tilled every thinking 
mind with terror and alarm; a 
meafure, which, as it confcious of 
its own malignity, had crept under 
darknets, and fhrunk even from a 
Whitper, till the moment of its pub- 
lic difelofure ; a meafure, which 
had itigmatized its abettors with 
univerial odium, and would hand 
them down to pofierity as objects 
of cverlafiing reproach. At that 
time Mr. Fox had refuied that de- 
lav, which was ufual on the mot 
trivial and ordinary occalions ; and 
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Mr. Firt had endeavoured by ar- 
gument, by intreaty, and by depre- 
cation, to reftrain his rafline/s, but 
without effect. 

Mr. Burke expreffed himfelf with 
fome farcafm refpecting the views 
of the minifter in the prefent mea-« 
fure. The treaty was not to be 
regarded fimply as a commercial 
treaty. In that view perhaps his 
opinion did not greatly difer from 
that of the manufacturers as to its 
immediate operation. But the treaty 
was clofely connected with the pee 
litical interefts of the country, and 
mut deeply atiect them. Mr. Pitt, 
with that narrownef:, which led 
men of limited minds to look at 
great objects in a confined point of 
view, talked of the tranfaétion, as 
if it were the aflair of two litle 
counting-houfes, and not of two 
rreat countrics. He feemed to con- 
fider it as a contention between the 
fen of the Fleur-de-lis, and the 
fien of the Red-lion, which houfe 
fhould obtain the bet} cuftom. Such 
men, when in power, converted 
large cities into {mall villages, 
whrle thofe of a more noble and li- 
beral way of thinking acted on a 
better feale, and chan red {mall vil- 
liges into : Mr. Wil- 
berforce lamented over the ipeech 
of Mr. Burke. He had heard him 
in his better days. His eloquence 
bid then arreited his attention, and 
his powers of imagination had 
charmed him. But he was now 
furry to find his faculties fo tar di- 
verted from the profecution of thofe 
great objects, which they were na- 
turaily formed to embrace. Mr. 
Pitt expoftulated with the laf 
fpeaker on the unneceffary pains he 
had taken, to obviate the mode of 
aninadverfion, chofen by Mr. 
Burke. In abufe and perfonality 
t» contend with fuch an opponent, 
was very far beyond his powers, 


yreat critics. 
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and much more beyond his wifhes, - 


When he met with a man, whofe 
conduct had produced an unforty. 
nate change in his character, and 
whofe ill temper and fpleen were 
proportioned to the difappointiments 
he experienced, and the odium 
which furrounded him, however 
fuch aman might be inclined, by 
abufe and malevolence to reduce 
other characters to a level with the 
wretchednefs of his own, though 
his fituativs might have a clam 


upon his compaiiion, that fenti. | 


ment mutt naturally be blended 
with a portion of difgult. Mr, 
Rurke replied, that the contempt, 
of which Mr. Pitt had made hima 
prefent, was not entitled to much 
ot his gratitude, as it was an artis 
cle in which he fo copioutly abound. 
ed. But, as the ftock of his com. 
paifion was undoubtedly f{mall, any 
donation from a fund {fo trifling, 
and of which there was fo little to 
fpare, as it had the greater merit, 
would be the more thankfully re 
ceived. The houfe divided upon 
the motion of Mr. Pitt, ayes 213 
noes $9- 

On the Friday following it was 
moved by Mr. Fox, that there 
fhould be laid before the houfe co. 
pies or extracts, of the initructions 
that had been given to his majeltty’s 
minitlers in Portugal figee the firk 
of May 1782, refpecting the come 
plaints of the Britif merchants, 
and of the anfwers of the court of 
Portugal to the reprefentations 
which had been made. It wasin 
his opinion necefiary, that we fhould 
confider, previoutly to our coming 
to any decilion upon the commer- 
cial treaty, whether we had taken 
care to fecure our connection with 
an old and valuable cuitomer ; of 
in cafe we had not, whether the 
advantage would be equivalent, 


that we fhould acquire by putting 
ouls 
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ourfelves exclufively into the hands 
of France, both as a cuftomer, and 
—not an ally, for that fhe certainly 
could not be called,—-but as a new 
political friend. Mr. Fox obferved, 
that the difficulty, which had been 
created by the court of Lifbon ref- 

_cting Irth wool!ens, was narrow 
and impolitic; and that on our 
part we ought to act with the libe- 
rality we demanded, aud rather 
grant to Portugal more than fhe 
could claim by treaty than lefs. 
He added, that, if the treaty with 
France were fanctioned without our 
firit knowing what was to be done 
with Portugal, we might eventually 
give France am advantage, tor 
which we had not the protpect of 
anequivalent. lf Portugal, through 
fniver influence, or her own per- 
verfenefs, thould refufe to form any 
treaty with us, in that cafe we cer- 
tainly fhould not lower the duty 
va Portugal wines. Thus France 
would be in the condition of a per- 
fon purchafing an eftate with a mine 
upon it, without having paid tor 
the mines Mr. Fox mentioned, as 
another inconvenience, that the 
treaty was calculated to prevent us 
froin lowering the du:y upon Spa- 
nilh wines; but this Mr. Pitt de- 
clared not to be the true contiruc- 
of the article, Sir Grey Cooper, 
who feconded the motion, placed 
the advantages of the Methuen 
treaty in the firongett light, and 
obierved that the balance of the 
Portugal trade was now ftated to be 
more than 500,000l. per annum in 
our favour, and that fince the treaty 
this naion had received between 
forty and fifty millions on the ba- 
lance in this branch of our com. 
merce. Mr. Beautoy aflerted, that 
the tirit quettion, that arofe upon 
the face of the treaty, was not, 
fall we eftablith a new and untried 
comimerce with, France ? but, fhall 

1737. 
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the commerce, that already exiils 
between the two kingdoms, give 
employment to the vellels of the 
{muggler, or tv thofe of the fair 
and reipectable merchant? Shall 
the trade be carried on inconveni- 
ently and circuitoufly by the way 
of Auftrian Flanders and of Dun- 
kirk, or fhall it be carried on with 
every commercial advantage di- 
recily tothe ports of France? Shall 
the manufactures of this country 
be objects of confifcation or pro- 
tection to the French laws? Mr. 
Pitt replied to the arguments of 
Mr. Fox. He faid, thar, in dif- 
culling the French treaty, we were 
only to coniider the provilions ac- 
tually contaived in it, aad the ad- 
vantages provided by it in favour 
of each country. Were we to ful. 
pend every treaty of commerce, till 
we fhould be able to aicertain the 
poiiibie effect of every future are 
rangement with other countri-s, 
fuch treaties could never be con- 
cluded. Belide, it was not to be 
fuppofed, that we fhould act fo as 
to throw any confiderab!e advan- 
tage into the fcale of France, withe 
out a trefh itipulation for fome ade- 
quate equivalent for ourfelves. 
The motion was rejected with 
Out 4 GIviuen. 

On the day appointed for taking 
the tieaty into con \. eration, a pe- 
tition was prefented by Mr. alder- 
man Newnham troin the chamber 
of manufa¢tures and commerce of 
the kingdom of Great Britain, ftat- 
iny their fenfe of the ferio's and 
awful importance of the treaty, and 
that, after the moft careful inveili- 
gation, they had not been able to 
form any certain judgment ypon 
the fubject. They theretore de- 
precated the houfes, coming to a 
decifive vore upon that day ; and 
concluded with an allufion to the 
providental effects, which were u- 

b Niverially 














5° 


niverfally allowed to have refulted 
from the delay, which had been 
introduced by the mercantile inte- 
reft into the difcwfficn of the Trith 
propofitions. This peti ion not 
appearing tu be of fufficient weight 
to caufe the difcutfion ofthe treaty 
to be deferred, Mr. Pite exploined 
to the houfe his idea of the benefits 
that would refult from this tranfac- 
tion. 

He introduced his remarks with 
a reference to another tranfaction, 
which had been mentioned, and 
coupled with this, he mutt fav, in 
a very fingular manner, he meant 
the Irifh propofitions. He felt 
himfelf juftified in declaring, that 
the alluifonin quettion made wholly 
in favour of his arrumeots, and a- 
gainft thofe of his opponents. 
While the propofitions were in agi- 
tation, the mauuta@urers of the king- 
dom had thown, that they pofleffed 
the moi unremitting vigilance tn 
watching over their interetts, and at 


leatt a fuflicient degree of fignnels 


in maintaining their objections. 
‘There was not a body that thoughe 
ittelf coneerned, that did not in- 
ftantly take the alarm, and join 
m= =othe) general remonttrances. 
Was it not tair then to conclude, 
that, if anv fuch appichenfions now 
exitted, initead of fupinenefs and 
negligence, they would again have 
applied to parhament with redou- 
bled earneitnefs ; and micht he not 
fuppofe, that fo recent a tranfac- 
tion muft have tended to keep their 
attention alive, and their jealouties 
awake ? 

With refpe& to the commercial 
part of the treaty, which was the 
only obsect immediately under con- 
fideration, it would be neceflary 
for the committee to have regard 
to the clative fate of the uwo king- 
doms. At firtt ficht it appeared, 
that France had fhe advantage ia 
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the gifts of foil and climate, and jg 
the amount of her natural produce, 
while Great Britain was on her part 
confeffedly fuperior in her manw 
factures and artificial productions, 
This was their relative conditj 
and was the precife ground, oq 
which he imagined that a valuable 
correfpondence and  connedion 
might be eftablifhed. Having each 
its own diltinct ftaple, having each 
that which the other wanted, ang 
not clafhing in the great outline of 
their refpective riches, they wer 
like two great traders in different 
branches, and might enter intoa 
tratlic mutually beneficial. Grant 
ing that a large quantity of their 
natural produce would be brought 
into this country, wou'd any mange 
fay, that we fhould not fend out 
more of our cottons by the died 
courfe now fettled, than by the 
circuitous paflages formerly ufed, 
and more of our woollens, than 
while reftrained to particular ports,| 
and burthened with heavy duties! 
Would not more of our earthen 
ware and other articles, which un] 
der every difadvantage had been 
able, from their intrinfic fuperio| 
rity, to force their way into Franet, 
wow be fent thither; and would 
not the aggrevate of our manufa 
tures be evidently benefited in go 
ing to this market, burthened onl 
with duties from twelve to ten, a7 
in one inftance with only five pry 
cent. ? A market of many million 
ef people, a market fo near ay 
prompt, a market of expeditious an! 
certain return, of neceffary and ¢ 
tenfive confumption, thus added 0% 
the manufactures and commerce ¢ 
Britain, wes an object which ® 
ought to confider with eager ail 
fatisfied ambition. To procure! 
we certainly ought not to hefitst 
to give liberal conditions. It 
an exhilarating fpeculation to 
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ninds of Englifhmen, that, after 
the empire had been engaged in a 
competition the moft arduous and 
imminent that ever threate ried the 
nation, after France in particular 
had exerted every herve for her 
depreffion, finding the could not 
thake her, fhe now opened her 
arms, and offered a beneficial con- 
nection on eafy, liberal, and ad- 
yantaveous terms. 

We had acreed by this treaty to 
take trom France on fimall duties 
the luxuries of her foil, which how- 
ever the refinements of ths couns 
try had converted into neceffaries. 
The wines of France with all their 
high duties, already found their 
way to our tables ; and was it then 
a ferious injury to admit them on 
eafier terms? The admiflion of 
them would not fupplant the wines 
vf Portugal or of Sp: ain, but only a 
wrelefs and pernicious manufa‘ ture 
in our own country. ‘The import 
of French wines had lately expe- 
rienced an enormous increafe, as 
appeared trom the inftances of July 
and Auguit, the two mott unkkely 
months of the year. The next ar- 
ticle was brandy ; and it was fuili- 
ciently evident that the diminution 
of duty with refpe& to it was an 
eligible meafure.. The reduction 
would have a material effect on the 
contraband trade, fince the leval 
iinportation of brandy was ne more 
than tix hundred thoufand gallons, 
and the fmuggled by the mott 
rational eftimate amounted to four 
millions. Seeing then that this 

article had taken fuch comple:e pof- 
feitic m ot the tatte of the nation, 
it might be right to procure from 
K a greater advantage to the {tate, 
and to crafh the illicit trade by le- 
gaizing the market. Si:mdar ob- 
lervatians luggetied themfelves ref- 
Pecting the oil and vinegar of 
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France, which were comparatively 
objects of trifling conlidetation. 

The next enquiry fhould be to 
fee if France had any manuiacturesy 
peculiar to herfelt, or in which the 
fo greatly excelled us, as to give 
us alarm upon that account. Came 
bric, which firit fuygeiled ittelf, 
was an article, in which ouf coma, 
petition with France had ceated, 
and there was noinjury in granung 
an cafy importation to that, which 
we would have at any rate. In no 
other article was there any thing 
very formidabie in the rivalry of 
France. Glafs would not be ime 
ported to any amount. In parti- 
cular kinds of lace indeed they 
might have the advantage, but none 
which they would not enjoy indes 
pendently of the treaty ; and the 
clamours about miilinery were 
vague and unmeaning. When in 
addition to all thete bene! its, we 
conlidered the richitets of the coun- 
try with which we were to trade, its 
fuperior population of twenty-four 
millions to eight, and of courfe a 
proportional comumption, together 
with its vicinity to us, who could 
hefitate tor a moment to applaud 
the fyitem, and look forward with 
ardour and impa:tenes to its {peedy 
ratilication? =! he pofleffion of to 
fate and extenfive a idarke: muft 
ge our comme ce, while the 
duties, treusterred from the hands 
of ie to their proper chans 
nel, would benefit our revenue, 
the two fources of Britith opulence 
and writifh power. 

Nr. Pitt proceeded to the confis 
deration of the fevetal objections 
wich had been urged againit the 
meafuree The excellence of our 
manutactures was unrivalled; but 
it was fad, that the manufacturers 
trembled tor the continuance of this 


fuperiority. 


They were alarmed 
2 at 
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at the idea of a competition with 
Jreland; and confequently they 
rhuit be undet greater apprehen- 
fion at the idea of a rivalry with 
France. Mr. Pitt had always 
thought, and he ftill continued to 
think, that the opinions of the ma- 
nufacturers on this point had been 
eyromeous. They raifed the cla- 
mour ‘n refpect to Ireland, chiefly, 
he imayjned, becaule they perceiv- 
ed no certain aud politive advan- 
tive in the intercourfe, to balance 
this precarious and uncertain evil. 


To the commercial treaty they gave 


their confent, not from a blind ac- 

uie'cehee,efor they never would 
be blind to their intereli; bur, 
now that they faw f& valuable and 
manifett an advantage to be reaped, 
they were williny to huzard the 
probab lity of the injury. A fee 
cond obtection had been, that the 
rreaty might injurioufly aflect our 
commercial treaties with other pow- 
¢rs. In anfwer to this he matt po- 
tively affirm, that there was no- 
thing In it that prevented our full- 
eit compliance with the condiions 
of the Methuen treaty. By en- 
lareing our market for wine we 
neither infringed upon the markets 
ot Portugal nor of Spam. It was 
got pretended, that the treaty could 
affeét our connection with any o- 
other powers. Fartherit had been 
objected, that no beneficial treaty 
could be formed between this coun- 
tiy and France, beeuufe no fuch 
treaty ever hd been formed, and 
becaufe on the contrary a commer- 
ctal intercourfe with her had al- 
ways been injunous to England. 
"This reafonine was completely fal- 
For, mn the firit place, 
during ‘a long feries of years we 
had had ao commercial connection 
with France, and could not there- 
fore fori a retional ellimate of its 
Merits: and, fceondly, though it 
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might be true, that a commerch{ 
imercourle founded on the tre 
of Utrecht would have been injue 
rious, it did not tollow that this 
would prove fo. At that tim 
the manufactures im which we nog 
excelled had hardly exiftence, by 
were on the fide of France, inileag 
of being againit her. Mr. Pitt fel 
it difficult to quit this part of his 
fubject, without aain ad verting 
tothe effect of the treaty on our me. 
venue, which would prove in the 
utmolt degree favourable, though 
it would caufe an average reduction 
of fitty per cent. upon every aftick 
in ovr book of rates. Cn Freneh 
wines the reduction would be 
10,°00 1. per annum; on Porty 

wines, fhould the Methuen treaty 
be continued, 170,020]. and op 
brandy a reduction of 20,0001, 


The turrender of revenue for great | 


commeretak pu: pofes was a polity 
by no means unksown in the bits 


tory of Britain, and was is this | 


cate attended with che moft extre | 


ordinary advantages. 


Mr. Pitt now adverted to the ree | 


ort of the venerab chamber of ma) 
o 


nutactures. They had enquired, 
what laws muft be repealed to make 


room for the French treaty; and 7 


the enumeration which they had 
made was fingular. ‘They had dil 
covered, that the aliens duty mut 
be repealed. ‘They had reterred to 


ftatutes of Edward the Fourth, o | 


Richard the fhird, aud Henry the 
Eighth, refpecting which he be 


ey 


lieved that 2 well founded opisios F 


prevat'ed in the learned profeflion, | 
that they were in fact no longer in | 
If it were not fo, he © 


exiilence. 


was confident that the leaders of © 
oppolition, whofe liberal principles © 
he would alwaysacknowlege, would § 
not become advocates for the cout 
nuance of thefe odious penal fe 
‘Phat a fet of manufacturers & 
fhould 


tutes, 


ae re 
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griould neglect co confder the ap- 
plication of the treaty to themiclves, 
while they wand into the paths 
of leziflation and government, did 
not look like that apprehention tor 
their real intereits, which they be- 
trayed at the time of the Irith pro- 

htions. : 

Mr. Pitt proceeded to contider 
the treaty in its political vieww ; and 
here his mind revolted frem the 
fuppofition, that any nation could 
be unalterably the enemy of an- 
other. i had no foundation in the 
experience of nations or the hiftory 
of men. It was a jibe} on the con- 
fitution of political focieties, and 
{uppofed the exiftence of diabolical 
malice in our original frame. Bur 
this abfurd tenet was now adopted ; 
and it was added, that by this trea- 
ty the Britifa nation was about 
blindly to throw itfelt into the arms 
of its cogflant and uniform toe. 
What ground was there tor this 
reafoning ? Would the treaty de- 
prive us of our natural watchful- 
nefs or our accuftomed ftrength ? 
On the contrary, as it would enrich 
the nation, it would alfo prove the 
means of enabling her to combat 
her enemy with more effect, when 
the dy of hoftility fhould come. 
It did more than this, By pro- 
moting habits of friendly inter- 
courfe and mutual benefit, while it 
invigorated the refources of Bri- 
tain, it made jt lefs likely, that the 
fhould have oceafion to call forth 
thofe refources. ‘That we fhould 
be taken unprepared for war was a 
matter totally diftinét fiom this 
treaty. It depended in no degree 
upon that circumflance, but fimply 
upon the watchfulnefs and ability 
of the exiting admiuiftration. Mr. 


Pitt acknowleged, that France had 
been the aggreffor in moft of our 
Wars; but added, thet her affur- 
ances and iranknets during the pre- 
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; 
fent nezociation were fuch, as in 
his opinion entitled her to fomé 
confidence. When he recolle&éd 
the whole of the late dreadful wa 
he could deduce arguments from it, 
to reconcile the prefent conduct of 
France with more equitable and 
candid principles of policy, thag 
oppofition was willing to allow, 
When the perceived, that in that 
arduous conteft, in which it might 
truly be faid that ‘we were iirugg* 
ling for our exiftence, we not only 
faved our honour, lgut manifeied 
the folid, he might almoft be tempt+ 
ed to fay, the inexhauftible res 
fources of the land; retletting, that, 
though fhe had gained her objc@ 
in difinembering our empire, fhe 
had done it at an expence whith 
had funk herin the extremeft em> 
barraflment, might it not be belicv 


ed, that fie would eagverly with to 


try the benefits of an amicable con: 
nection with us ? Ir was ridiculous 
to imagine, that the French would 
confent 1o vield advantages without 
the idea of a return, The trea 

would be a benefit tothem ; burt lé 
did not helitate to deliver his firm 
opinion, in the eyes of France, ‘and 
during the pendency of the bulinef®, 
that, though advantageous to heft, 
jt would be mere fo to us. §) 

gained for her wines and her other 
productions qa great and opulcitt 
market; we did the fameto a much 
greater degree. She procured & 
market of eight millions of people’; 
we a market of twenty-four millions. 
}rance gained this market for her 
produye, which employed few hangs 
in the preparation, gave little ¢n- 
couragement to navigation, and af- 
forded little tothe ttae. \We gaine 
ed this market for our tnaittee- 
tures, Which employed many hun- 
dred thbufand of our countrymen ; 
which, in colleGting the materidis 
from every corner of the world, ‘u- 
‘ D 3 vanced 
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anced our maritime firength, and 
jn every articie and flage oi its pro- 
fs contrjbutei largely to the 
te. France could not gain the 
acceffion of 100,000 1, to her reve- 
pig; kngland mutt neceftar ily gain 
3,000,000]. jhe high price of 
Jabour in Englapd arofe chiefly 
from the excife ; and three fifths of 
the price of labour were faid to 
come into the exchequer. Even 
the reduced dutics were proportions 
ably fo high, that france could not 
fend us s500,ccol, value of bran- 
dies, but we muit gain cent per 
cent by the article. It was in the 
nature and efience of an agreement 
between a manufacturing country, 
and a country bl. fled with peculiar 
productions, that the advantages 
mutt terminate in favour of the tors 
mer, Bur both of them were par- 
ticulgriy difpofed and prepared for 
the connection. France by the 
peculiar difpenfation cf providence 
was gifted, perhaps more than any 
other country upon earth, with 
shat made lie defirable, in point of 
hil, climate, and natural produc- 
tions ; in the moft fertile vineyards 
and the richeft harycits. Britain 
was not thus blefled by nature ; 
bur, poffeiling the happy freedom 
of its contiitution, and the equal 
fecurity of its laws, it had rifen to 
a ftare of commercial yrandeur, and 
acquired the ability of fupplying its 
neiyhbour with the requilite eim- 
bellifhments of lite. in exchange 
for hernatural luxurics. 
The perfons who principally un- 
dertook to anfwer the arguments 
of Mr. Pitt, were Mr. Fox and 


Mr, Francis; and, though the 
Speech of Mr. Fox was unqueftion- 


ably moft replete with forcible ar- 
gument, with an intimate knowlege 


af bis fubject, and with biil- 


fiant flafies of eloquence, yet are 


we reduced to the neceflity, as it 
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‘In fact the Freneh had improved 


frequently happens to the hittoriay, 
of dwelling chiefly upon the argus 
ments of Mr. Francis, becaufe thy § 
gentleman was at the pains ef pre. 
ferving his very able and judicioys 
harangue through the medium of 
the preis. He difcuffed the meriy 
of the treaty with France unde 
four heads; as it related to com. 
merce, to revenue, to the naval and 
the political intereils of this coun, 
try. 

What he faw upon the face of 
the treaty was dangerous and de 
fiructive to its profetied object; by 
its real and intallible tendency 
ftruck him with the higheil fuipi. 
¢cion, jealoufy and terror. ‘the 
favourjte argument in favour of an 
open trade with France was found, 
ed on a general prefumption, tha 
our manufacturers poffefied a creat 
er fkill in the ex: cution and finih Oe 
ing of whatever they undertook; 7 
as if there were fomething in the 


+ Sige OPCs 


nature of our Gallic neighbours, 7 


fome difficulty inherent in their 
¢limate or conftitution, which rem 9 
dered them incapable of a+ ivinga 
a fimilar fkill. ‘The example, 7 


which had been infitted on, of ow 07 


Woollen and cot'on manutactures, 
appe red to Mr. Francis to be un 

fortynarelv felected. France wa 
in poflefion of the Spanith wool, § 

could import ir on terms infinively 7 
eafier than we could, and might by 
her influence exclude us from any 7 
fhare of it, whenever fhe faw ft, OF 


their manufacture of cloth to fuch 
a perfection, that they hid beater y 
our Turkey company out of th © 
market which we formerly bad 1 
the Levant for that ‘article, an! 
had engroffed it to themilelve. 
The propofition therefore, whic 
atflirmed, that we fhould find tj 
market in France itfelt, greater that 
that of Portugal and-all her cole 
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nies, was not only unfupported by 
»roo!, but was ablolutely abfurd. 
With refpeét to the contraband 
trade, which the treaty profefled to 
annihilate, it in reality effected the 
very reverfe. It abolifhed the ho- 
vering act, hitherto underftood to 
be the principal detence of the re- 
vevue, and fecurity to the fair tra- 
der. French veffels of any fize or 
contruction might now approach 
and fail along our coait at any di- 


fiance they thought proper, and 
remain as long as they pleafed. 


As the law ftood at prefent, on a 
difcovery of any contrabind goods, 
the fhip ‘and cargo were forfeited ; 
but by this treaty nothing, but the 
fpecific article proh bited, was lia- 
bleto confifeation. As to the mere 
exportation and fale of our mano- 
factures, contid red by ifelf, and 
al itraciedly from the p otection due 
10 the fair trader, and the care of 
the revenue, it was nearly the fame 
thing to any country, whether the 
exportation were p riormed by law- 
ful or unlawful means. ‘The a- 
mount of the goods now finuggled, 
was to be fet againft the furure ex- 
portation, and our real cain con- 
fifted only in the difference between 
them. The improvement of the 
revenue by the fup preilion ot 
imuggling was an ob ect of great 
utibty. But bere Mr. Francis faw 
caule for tulpicion aud diftritt, 
whether the intention to purfue 


taat object was fincere. The ob- 


fervations of Mr. Pit on the fub- 
ject of cambrics were well founded ; 
bat why Was the operation of fo 
juit a pr inciple to be cont fined to 
cam bric ber what reaton as 
the prohibition of } ‘each } luces Con- 
tin ed 3 © A reafon had been fuggeft- 


ed for this incontiftent conduét, in 
© partiality of the miniiter to the 
nh inutacturers of Buckinghamfhire. 


A tirit fight this nig ht appear a 
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well meant, though ineffefual, en- 
deavour, to favour the Engifh ma- 
nufacture; but the cafe was di- 
rectly the reverfe ; and Mr. Fran- 
cis was well in! formed, that above 
two thirds of the lices fold for the 
manufacture of Buckinghamfhire 
were in reality French, fmuggled 
by the E nglifh manufacturer, roll- 
ed upon Englith cards, and fold by 
them as the produce of their own 
labour. With refpect to the reve- 
nue in general there was a fingular 
contraft between the language and 
the proceedings of the chancellor 
of the excheyuer, He declared, 
that the finances of the country 
were in a molt flourifhing condi- 
tion, and that there was areal, ef- 
fective, and unquettionable furplus 
to the amount of a million per an- 
num. From what caufe could a 
ftate of facts, fo extraordinary, and 
fo full of confolation and encou- 
ragement to this country, be fup- 
pofed to arife? It could proceed 
from nothing, but that long efta- 
blifhed, wife rand fuccefsful fyitem 
of chan nerce, which the prefent 
treaty with France was intended to 
fubvert. We acknowleged and in- 
fied upon the benefits and profits 
of a commercial fyitem, at rhe very 
moment when we were going toa 
bandon it. 

With refpeét to the naval part 
of the queltion it was to be confi- 
dered, that the certain cflext, if not 
the acknowleeed pringiple of the 
treaty, Was to fublitrute a very near 
commercial market in the place of 
‘a remote one ; or at leaf to prefer 
the former to the latrer. Now 
what was the imimediare operation 
o! fuch a fubilicution ? A commer- 
cial iatercourfe with France would 
be carried on by fhort trips, and by 
feamcn, perhaps even by landmen, 
who neither wanted much experi-e 
ence, nor could potlibly gain any 
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vanced our maritime firength, and 
jn every articie and flage oi its pro- 
contrjbutei largely to the 
i France could not gain the 
accefon of 100,000 1. to her reve- 
pig; kngland mutt neceffa ily gain 

000,000}. ihe high price of 
feat in Englapd. arofe chiefly 
from theexcife ; and three fifths of 
the price of labour were faid to 
come into the exchequer. Even 
the reduced dutics were proportions 
ably fo high, that France could not 
fend us 500,000], value of bran- 
dies, but we muit gain cent per 
cent by the article. It was in the 
nature and eflence of an agieement 
between a manufacturing country, 
and a country bleffed with peculiar 
productions, that the advantages 
youtt terminate in favour of the fore 
mer, Bur both of them were par- 
ticularly difpofed and prepared for 
the connection. France by the 
peculiar difpenfation cf providence 
was gifted, perhaps more than any 
ether country upon earth, with 

hat made lite defirable, in point of 

il, climate, and natural produc- 
tions ; in the molt fertile vineyare's 
and the richeft harycits. Britain 
‘was not thus bleffed by nature ; 
ut, poffeifing the happy freedom 
of its conttitution, and the equal 
fecurity of its laws, it had rifen to 
a ftare of commercial grandeur, and 
acquired the ability of fupplying its 
neighbour with the requilite eim- 
bellifhments of lite. in exchange 
for her natural luxprics, 

The perfons who principally un- 
dertook to anfwer the arguments 
of Mr. Pitt, were Mr. Fox and 
Mr, Francis; and, though the 

h of Mr. Fox was unqueftion- 
ably moft replete with forcible ar- 
. gumens, with an intimate knowlege 
of bis fubject, and with biil- 


_ fiant flathes of eloquence, yet are 
; we reduced to the neceffity, as jt 
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frequently happens to the hitorian, 
of dweiling chiefly upon the areus 
ments of Mr. Francis, becaufe tha 
gentleman was at the pains ef pre. 
ferving his very able and judicious 
harangue through the medium of 
the preis. He diftuffed the meri 
of the treaty with France under 
four heads; as it related to com. 
merce, to revenue, to the naval and 
the political interetls of this coun 
try. 
What he faw upon the face of 
the treaty was dangerous and de. 
fiructive to its profetied object; bot 
its real and intallible tendene 

ftruck him with the higheil fuipi. 
cion, jealoufy and terror. ‘ihe 
favourjte argument in favour of aq 
open trade with France was found 
ed on a general prefumption, that 
our manufacturers poffefied a v reat. 
er fkill in the ex: cution and finith 
ing of whatever they undertook; 
as if there were fomething in the 


‘pature of our Gallic neighbours, 


fome difficulty inherent in their 
¢limate or conftitution, which ren- 
dered them incapable of a+ iving at 
‘The examples, 
which had been infitted on, of our 
Woollen and coton manutactures, 


‘appeired to Mr. Francis to be un- 


fortunatelv feleéted. | France was 


‘jn’ poflefiin of the Spanith wool, 


could import it on terms infinively 
eaher than we could, and might by 
her influence exclude us from any 


‘fare of it, whenever fhe faw fit, 
‘In fact the Freneh had improved 


their manufacture of cloth to fuch 
a perfection, that they hud beaten 
our Turkey company out of the 
market which we formerly bad in 
the Levant for that ‘article, and 
had tngroffed it to themielves, 
The propofition therefore, whici 
atirmed, that we fhould find 4 
market in France itfelf, greater than 
that of Portugal and.all her cole- 
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nies, was not only unfupported by 
»rool, but was ablolutely abfurd. 
Wich refpect to the contraband 
trade, which the treaty profefled to 
annihilate, it in reality effected the 
very reverfe. It abolifhed the ho- 
vening act, hitherto underftood to 
be the principal detence of the re- 
venue, and iecurity to the fair tra- 
der. French veffels of any fize or 
contruction might now approach 
and fail along our coaft at any di- 
fiance they thought proper, and 
remain as long as they pleafed. 
As the law ftood at prefent, on a 
difeovery of any contrabind goods, 
the fhip and cargo were fortcited ; 
but by this treaty nothing, but the 
fpecific article prohibited, was lia- 
bleto confifeation. As to the mere 
exportation and fale of our mano- 
factures, contid: red by ifelf, and 
alitractedly from the p otection due 
10 the fair trader, and the care of 
the revenue, it was nearly the fame 
thing to any country, whether the 
exportation were p: riormed by law- 
ful or unlawtul means. The a- 
mount of the goods now fmuygled, 
was to be fet azainft the furure ex- 
portation, and our real gatn con- 
lifted only in the difference between 
them. ‘The inproveinent of the 
revenue by the fuppreilion of 
imuggling was an ob ect of great 
utilty. But here Mr. Fraitcis faw 
caufe for tufpicion and diftritt, 
whether the intention to purfue 
that object was fincere. The ob- 
fervations of Mr. Pit on the fub- 
ject of cambrics were well founded ; 
but why was the operation of fo 
juit a principle to be confined to 
cambnce for what reafon was 


the prohibition of French laces con- 
tinued? 4 reafon had been fuggeft- 
ed for this inconfiftent conduct, in 
the partiality of the minifter to the 
minutacturers of Buckinghamfhire. 
At frit fight this might appear a 
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well meant, though ineffeQual, en- 
deavour, to favour the Engiffh ma- 
nufacture; but the cafe was di- 
rectly the reverfe; and Mr. Fran- 
cis was well informed, that above 
two thirds of the laces fold for the 
manufacture of Buckinghamfhire 
were in reality French, fmuggled 
by the Englifh manufucturer, roll- 
ed upon Englith cards, and fold by 
them as the produce of their own 
labour. With refpect to the reve- 
nue in general there was a fingular 
contraft between the language and 
the proceedings of the chancellor 
of the excheyuer, He declared, 
that the finances of the country 
were in a molt flourifhing condi- 
tion, and that there was areal, ef- 
fective, and unquettionable furplus 
to the amount of a million per an- 
num. From what caufe could a 
ftate of faéts, fo extraordinary, and 
fo full of confolation and encou- 
ragement to this country, be fup- 
poled to arife? It could proceed 
from nothing, but that long efta- 
blifhed, wife and fuccefsful fyftem 
of commerce, which the prefent 
treaty with France was intended to 
fubvert. We Boca and in- 
fited upon the benefits and profits 
of a. commercial fyftem, at the very 
moment when we were going to a 
bandon it. 

With refpect to the naval part 
of the quefhon.it was to be confi- 
dered, that the certain cflect, if not 
the acknowleged.pringiple of the 
trea'y, was tofubliirute a very near 
commercial market in the place of 
‘a remote one; or at lea to prefer 
the. former to the latrer, | Now 
what was the imimediare operation 
o! fuch a fubilication ? A commer- 
cial jatercourfe with France would 
be carried on by fhort trips, and by 
feamen, perhaps even by landinen, 
who nacither wanted much experi“ 
ence, nor could poilibly gain any 
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in fuch a navigation. The whole 
of it would be pe: formed by fkipp- 
ers, fmugglers. and pac! et-bouats, 
and jot as eafily by the Frenuch as 
the E lith. 

With a vietv to the general po- 
licy of the treaty the meafure was 
Alarming indeed, If every other 
objection to it on every orher ground 
were anfwered or abandoned, its 
obvious political tendency would be 
fufficient to condemn it in tie mind 
of every man, who was anxious for 
the honour, the virtue, and the 
freedom of Great Britain. ‘To il- 
luftrare this point Mr. Francis al- 
luded to an incident in his own 
life. He had early had the good 
fortune to hold a place, inconfider- 
able indeed, but immediately under 
the late earl of Chatham, who had 
honoured him with repeated rharks 
of his favour and protection. In 
the year 1760 Mr, fecretary Pitt 
recommended it to the late king, to 
fend the carl of Kinnoul ambaffa- 
dor extraordinary and plenipoten- 


tiary to the court of Lifbon; and 
the fame recommendation engaged 


that nobleman to appoint Mr. 
Francis his fecretary. The real, 
though not the oflenfible object of 
this embafly, was the difcufhon of 
various infractions of treaty, and 
fundry grievances to which our 
merchants refiding jn that country 
were expofed. ile this nego- 
ciation was depending, the marquis 
de Pombal furprifed lord Kinnoul 
with a declaration, that, from vari- 
ous appearances, he was convinced, 
that the court of France had deter- 
mined to come to an open rupture 
with Portugal, and a requeit, upon 
the fuppofition of that event, to 
know whether they might depend 
upon the vigorous fupport of his 
Britannic majefty. In this cafe 
Mr, fecretary Pitt difdained to fuf- 
fer any commercial complaint, any 
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grievance er momentary interett tg 
be mixed with a quettion of policy; 
and inftantly forwarded a declara. 
tion, “* that the king would alwayg 
conlider the defence of Portuval 
as an object dear to the honour ond 
welfare of his crown, and the firg 
in rank immediately after the do. 
minions of Great Britain herfe)." 
One would have thought, thar, if 
the minifter of the day knew no 
thing of the true policy, or however 
he might defpife the ancient max 
ims of his country, he would at 
leaft have refpected the example, 
though he kad not been intiructed 
by the leffons of paternal authoriny, 
But we were grown wiler than out 
veherable ancel’ors, and the wif. 
dom of the fon was now to correct 
the errors of his father’s age and exe 
perience. 

One of the oldeft maxims in our 
language aflerted, that evil com. 
munication corrupted good man- 
ners. Mr. Francis conceived, that 
this maxim might be beneficially 
applied to the point in queftion; 
and it was his deliberate convic- 
tion, that the nearer the two hi 
tions were drawn into contact, and 
the more fuccefsfully they were in- 
vited te mingle with each other, in 
the fame proportion the eer 
morals, principles, and vigour 
the Englifh national mind would 
be enervated and corrupted. We 
fhould be civilized out o1 our vit- 
tue, and polifhed out of our cha- 
racter, e, whofe ultimate pur- 
pofe was to enflave a free people, 
always began by endeavouring to 
corrupt them; and, whether fuch 
were the defign of the prefent ad- 
miniftration or not, the road they 
followed could lead to no other ob- 


ject. 


It was faid that the French and 
the Englifh were not natural ent- 


mies; and Mr. Francis admitted, 
that 
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t there was not any natural an- 
Seon between them. On the 
contrary, no peopleagreed better tn 

rivate life. It was their relative 
wofition, their vicinity to each o- 
ther, that farnifhed a perpetual 
fource of difputes, ies made thein 
seals in peace, as well as enemies 
ceetiahe, Nations, which bordered 
on each other, could never tho- 
roughly agree, for this fingle rea- 
fon, that they were neighbours. 
All hiftory and experience affured 
us of the fact, As to an alliance 
or intimate union between the cabi- 
nets of a defpotic and a limited 
monarchy, it was not antipathy, it 
was not prejudice ; it was the po- 
licy, it was the wifdom, it was the 
experience of England, which ever 
had and for ever ought to deter us 
from accepting it. Such to this 
day had been the true principle ot 
Englifh councils, But the pomp 
of modern eloquence was employed 
to blaft the triumphs of lord Chat- 
ham’s adminiftration. The pole- 
mical laurels of the father mutt 
yield to the pacific myrtles which 
fhadow the forehead of the fon. 
The firft and moft prominent fea- 
ture in the political character of 
lord Chatham was antigallican. 
His glory was founded on the re- 
fiftance he made to the united pow- 
erofthe houfe of Bourbon. The 
prefent minifter had taken the op- 
pofite road to fame; and France, 
the object of every hoftile princi- 
ple in the policy of lord Chatham, 
was the gens amiciffima of his fon. 

The arguments of Mr. Fox co- 
incided in many refpects with thofe 
of Mr. Francis. France, he main- 
tained, was the inveterate and un- 
alterable enemy of Great Britain. 
No ties of affection or mutual in- 
tereft could poffibly eradicate what 
was fo deeply rooted in her confti- 
tution. Was not her whole con- 
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du& towards this country an tum 
wearied and fyitematical feries of 
meatures, diilinguifhed either 
their finifter intrigue er their des 
clared hoftiliry ? He did mot mean, 
that this enmity rofe from avy vin- 
diétive principles; the inceffant ob- 
ject of her ambition was univerfal 
monarchy, and it was from us that 
fhe feared to be traverfed in her 
purfuit, Frem us alone did the 
other powers of Eurupe hope for 
prote‘tion, to maintain that balance 
of power, which could preferve 
their refpeftive libertics from her 
incroachments. ‘The fenfe of this 
country was very clearly difplayed 
in the butinefs of the commercial 
connection, which was at ted 
with France in s713. The admi- 
niftration of that day poffeffed the 
entire confidence, reverence and 
affection of the people and the par- 
Rament. By their influence they 
had ttopped the career of our con- 
quefts, and degraded and difhe- 
noured the man, (the duke of 
Marlborough) who had advanced 
the character of this country to the 
higheft elevation. But, though 
able to accomplifh every thing elfe, 
they had been defeated in this at- 
tempt, and parliament had wifely 
and generoufly fubveited a plan, 
which, had it been adopted, would 
have ruined the profperity of this | 
country, and probably royed 
the liberties of every country in 
Europe. 

Much had been faid upon the 
fubject of Sam + iy and Mr. 
Fox had carefully perufed the 
treaty, in order to find the equiva. 
lent we had gained, in return for 
the great advaniage we had con- 
ceded to France, in reducing the 
duties upon her wines. But ‘he 
could find no fuch equivalent. An 
appeal had been made to our wool- 
len and our cotton oe : 

c 
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but was it confidered, that the raw 


materials of thofe manufactures 
were not produced at home, and 
that we might be depr ved of them 
by the influence of france? In the 
former the mixure of Spanifh wool 
was eflential ; and one halt of our 
cotton wool was imported from 
France. from Portugal and from 
the Bratils. Vat thereiore was 
wholly in the power of our new 
ally, and the remaindey was brought 
into imminent perl by our defer- 
tion of the Methuen treaty, ‘The 
fubject of the >panifh wool was 
made by fo much the more critical, 
by the fituation in which the fa- 
mily compact was placed by the 
etent treaty. By that compact 
it had been agreed, that no Englith- 
man fhould have the fame privileze 
jn France or Spain, as a native of 
cithr of thoie countries in the 
dominions of the other. This dif- 
advantage was controlicd by the 
peace of Paris in .763; and the 
rovifion of 1762 was again con- 
ed in the peace of .702. But 
by the prefent treaty this wife pre- 
caution had been given up, and 
the famiiy compact was reftored to 
all its vigour. 

Mr. Fox ridiculed the arguments 
of Mr. Pitt refpecting the contra- 
band trade. ‘The duties on bran- 
thes made their importation to the 
meichant amount,to feven fhill ngs 
and fixpence per gallon, that is, to 
four hundred percent. Would it 
be pretended. that, when the du- 


ties on brandies were four hundred 


per cent. on the fit cof, they 
would not be {muggled into the 
kingdom in as great a proportion 
astormerly ? But granting it were 
otherwife, Mr. itt had calculated 
very falfely refpecting the pretend. 
ed advantages to the revenue. Six 


hundred thoufand gall.ns he had 
faid was the cilimate of the bran- 
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dies annually imported into thiy 
kingdom, and entered at the cuf. 
tom-houle. But he had forgotten 
to add, that of this quantity one 
hundred and fixty thoufand gallons 
only were imported from France, 
The rett were brought over from 
Spain and other countries, and 
confequently lowering the duties 
upon what were imported from 
France could not increafe the re, 
venue, 

Mr. Fox recurred once again 
upon this occafion, to the (ituatiog 
in which we fthould be placed by 
this meafure. with refpect to Porty 
gal. Of our senewing the Me 
thuen treaty he had not the lead 
expectation, We had not referved 
to ourfelves the only power, which 
would give us any pictence to alk 
it with confidence. Portugal would 
not be inclined to give us a benefit, 
in exchange for a bonus we were 
not at liberty to beftow. What 
gare A pretence to treary was to 

ave it In your power to offer to 
one, what, if rejected, you might 
with advantage offer to another, 
But, though we had referved by 
treaty a diferetion to reduce her 
wines one third below thole of 
France, yet, as we had no means 
of giving this advantage to another 
fhould the retufe it, fhe could have 
no reafon to accept a pr »poition 
tending fo much to her ditadvan 
tages Mr. Fox concluded with 
moving, that the chairman leate 
the chair, report progrefs, and ak 
leave to fit again. 

Mr. Flood argued at confideruble 
length againfl the treaty, and was 
attonifhed, that that jealous policy 
which had influenced the Biitih 
pation in the bufineis of Ireland, 
fhould be given up, when the quet 
tion ve!pecied, not our allies and 
our fellow fubjects, but a country 

wih which we had been engage? 
ia 
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ta perpetual hotlilities. He argued 
the impolicy of being greatly anxi- 
ous about a foreign morrct, and 
making confiderable facrifices to ob- 
tain it, when it appeared from the 
aversge of Ovr export ition of corn, 
that, norwithitamsing the bounties 
given for its encouragement, it 
bore only the proportion ot one to 
thirty-two, when compared with 
our home confumption. He added, 
that the cole lations of our annual 
exports had been from cigh'y-cight 
to ninety millions prr annum. If 
the’e exports bore the fame propor- 
tion to what the home market re- 
quired, nay, admitting that we cons 
funed only ten, inttead of thirty 
times as much as we exported, what 
an aftonifhing refource of trade did 
we poficfs within ourfe'ves ? Mr. 
Wilbertorce replied to Mr. Flood. 
He endeavoured to diflingusth be- 
tween the cafe of the Lrifh propo- 
fitions and the comrhercial treaty, 
by remarking, thar the great ap- 
prehenfion in the former cafe had 
been, that Lrith manufacturers would 
be fet co work with Englifh capitals. 
In the prefent initance there could 
be no fuch ground of apprehenfion ; 
fince, bende the reivétance Chat 
every Englifiman werd feel ro the 
living uncer a defpetic govern- 
ment, would they be likely to ercet 
expenhive works and conftruct ope- 
role machines, when the treaty was 
made only ter the term of twelve 
years ? Indeed the fhortnefs of its 
duration was a complete anfwer to 
ha'f the arguments that had been 
urged againit it. For that term 
manutactures would be found as 


permanent and durable an article ot 


fupply, as produce, Mr. Wilber- 
teree expatiated on the advantages 
that would retult from the intended 
prohibition of French filks, and 
arcsued, that this was of all others 
the proper time fog concluding fuch 
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a treety, when the French were 
otherwife inclined to fhut out our 
poanufactures, and fet up for them- 
felves. ‘The treaty was farther de- 
fended by Mr. Dundas and Mr, 
William Grenville, and was attacked 
by Mr. Sheridan, Mr. Powys, Mr. 
Huffey, and Mr, alderman Watfon. 
Ac length the committee divided 
upon the guettion, that the chair- 
man fhould leave the chair, and 
the numbers appeared, ayes 118, 
noes 252; and Mr. Pitt’s firf ge- 
neral refolution was then carried 
upon a divifion. 

The fecond refolution, for lower- 
ing the duties upon French wines, 
was voted on Thurfday the fifteenth 
of February, and on Friday it was 
maved by Mr. Fox, that the com- 
mittee for conlidering the commer- 
cial tyeaty be inftru¢ted, in the firft 
place to conlider of reducing the 
dutics on wings imported from Por- 
tugal, fo that they may pay no 
more than two thirds of the duties 
to be impo'ed on wines to be im- 
ported from France. In fupport of 
his motion Mr. Fox remarked, thar, 
if it were nor adopted, we fhould 
in fact incur an immediate viola- 
tion of the Methuen treaty; and 
he afked, whether, if, during the 

relent negociation, the queen of 
Siena! were to publifli an edi& 
prohibiting the importation of our 
woollens into her dominions, this 
country would think irfelf hand- 
fomely treated, or would conceive 
that the ground were {moothed for 
completing an adjuflment? It was 
true, that it probably was not in- 
tended, that the reduction upon 
French wines fhould be carried into 
execution, till a proportionable re- 
duction had been made upon the 
wines of Portugal. But it was not 
lefs truc, thar, during the interval, 
the fpirit of the Methuen treaty 
was violated, and that, if the court 


of 





bo 


of Litbon fhould conftrue this ftep 
into fuch a derogation from the 
treaty as juftified her in prohibiting 
the woollens of Great Britain, there 
as an end to a connection, which 
ad been found fo extremely bene- 
fical, and all negociation about re- 
drefs of gricvances fell to the 
ground and would be extinguifhed 
of courfé. The motion was fe- 
conded by fir Grey Cooper, and 
fupported by Mr. Sheridan, burt 
was refilled by Mr. Pitt, as an un- 
conflitutional interference on the 
art of the houfe with an exifling 
negociation. It was rejected with- 
out a divilion. 
Upon the next refolution, refer- 
ring (o brandies, a fhort altercation 
occurred between Mr, Pitt and Mr. 
Sheridan, in confequence of the 
latter having obferved, that the 
minifler at length, and for the firtt 
tine, confeffed, that his boafted 
commutasion a¢t had failed him ; 
lince a princ:psl ground of his af- 
furance refpeciing the fuccefs of 
that meafure confiited in its entirely 
urting an end to the fmuggling of 
tab es, and fince, if the fuccefs 
of the meafure had been expecied 
to extend no farther than to the 
mere preventing the fmuggling of 
teas, the fcheme would have uni- 
verlally pafled for a very weak one, 
Mr. Pitt repelled what he flated to 
be the mitre yrefentation of Mr, 
Sheridan, and was in doubt which 
he ought principally to admire, the 
confidence or the ignorance of that 
entieman’s affertions, Mr. She- 
ridan replied, that, if he had en- 
tertained the fmalleft doubt of the 
accuracy of his recollection before, 
he was now convinced he had been 
perfectly correé, from the minif- 
ter’s being fo very angry. He re- 
prehended Mr. Pitt for the indecent 
warmth of his expreffions, and ob- 
ferved how injudicious jt was to a- 
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dopt them, as they laid him 
oe caly a out “Pee 

Upon the report of the refoly 
tions from the committce on Mons 
day, fome converfation paffed relg, 
tively to the fituation of Ireland, 
and Mr. Flood remarked upon the 
extraordinary confequences of the 
commercial treaty, which would 
intitle France to commercial privis 
leges and advantages in Great Bri. 
tain, which were not pofleffed by 
Ireland, and would eotitle Ireland 
to greater privileges and advantages 
in France than the could obtain ip 
Great Britain. Mr, Grenville res 
plied, that Great Britain had two 
— betore made a liberal offer to 
ireland, which the parliament of 
that mifled and infatuated pee 
bad been perfuaded to refufe. He 
would therefore never admit the 
doétrine, that Great Britain had 
no right to negociate and conclude 
a commercial treaty with France, 
without confidering herfelf as de 
pendent upon Ireland, and previs 
oully confulting her upon the fub- 
ject. In the courfe if te difcuf 
fon it was afferted by Mr, Sheridan 
and denied by Mr. Pitt, that the 
operation of the hovering act asa 
check upon the contraband trade, 
was fufpended by the treaty ; and 
it was denicd by Mr. Pitt and Mr. 
Grenville, in anfwer to Mr, Frans 
cis, that the prohibition upoa 
French laces was continued. 

On the Wednefday following Mr, 
Blackburne, member for Lanca- 
fhire, and captain Berkeley of thg 
navy, member for the county of 
Gloucefler, moved, that an addrefs 
be prefented to the king, fignifying 
that the commons had taken into 
their ferious confideration the pro- 
vilions contained in the treaty, and 
declaring their approbation of itt 
contents, ‘Thefe gentlemen were 
felected upon this occafion, as be 
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ing the reprefentatives of two great 
manutacturing counties, the moit 
nearly intereited in the operation 
of the meature. Each of them 
read certain papers as a part of their 
fpeeches, teitifying the apprebation 
af the cotton ana woollen manu- 
facturers, and containing in the 
former cafe, an oblique cenfure of 
the chamber of commerce, and a 
declaration that no perfon had been 
appointed by them as a delegate to 
the chamber. It was obferved by 
captain Berkeley, that his opinion, 
founded on the fentiments of our 
own manufacturers, was confirmed 
by the open difapprobation of the 
manufacturers of the town of Rouen 
and Abteville, two of the greatett 
woollen manutacturing towns in all 
France. 

Mr. Grey, fon to licutenant-ge- 
neral fir Charles Grey, and nephew 
and heir to fir Henry Grey baro- 
net, was the firtt in the courfe of 
this day’s deltate‘to deelare his dif- 
approbation of the treaty. He 
iniilted particularly on the compa- 
rative fituation of this country and 
France with refpect to the trade of 
America, In his opinion this was 
a favourite, he believed he might 
fay, the principal object of the 
court of France in the negociation 
of this treaty; and it had already 
been attended with the moft flatter- 
ug fuceefs. ‘To prove this, Mr. 
Grey read a letter of the twen- 
ty-fecond of Ottober 1786 from 
M. de Calonne to Mr. Jeferfon, 
the minifter pleniporentiary of the 
United States ; which, he obferved, 
Was nothing but a long ftring of 
conceflions on the part of France, 
Without the ftipulation of a fingle 
arucle of reciprocity from America 
imreturn. ‘The internal duties upon 
her oils were taken off, ina man- 
her thut was indulged to no Euro- 
pean nation, aud the was allowed 
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‘to purchafe arms, ammunition, and 


warlike flores. Did France really 
expect no equivalent? Yes, the 
expected an equivalent, in a mo- 
nopoly of that trade, which we 
once enjoyed, and which had fup- 
plied us with two thieds of our 
commercial marine; fhe cxpected 
an equivalent, in the augmentation 
of her own navy, and the ruin of 
that of Great Britain. Mr. Grew 
afked, what it was, that prevented 
us from forming fuch a connectors 
with America, as would, at leaft, 
give us a flare in the advantages of 
her commerce? Was it, that it 
would be inconfiftent with the 
litical interefts of this kingdom ? 
On the contrary, there was no cen- 
nection, that could he devifed, fo 
eligible for Great Britwin, or fo 
confiftent with the views of true 
political wifdom. Was it, that A- 
merica was averfe to any treaty 
with this country ? He had the belt 
reafons for believing, that fhe was 
both willing and eager to enter into 
negociation with us on fair and 
equitable terms. Here then was a 
glorious inflance of the pacific dif- 
pofition of the court of France. 
She negociated with us a treaty, a 
tempting treaty it had been called, 
by which fhe cut us off from the 
reit of Eurepe, precluded the pofli- 
bility of our fortifying ourfelves by 
new alliances, obtains J an abfolute 
ratification, of the family compaét, 
and laid the foundation of her fu- 
ture greatnefs in an exclufive trade 
with America. He trutted, the 
houfe would no longer be blind 
to every thing they had read and 
feen and felt of French perfidy, to 
all which the experience of pat 
times had taught us, to all which 
our fufferings at that moment de- 
monftrated. Mr. Grey concluded 
with hoping, that he fhould not be 
fufpected ot oppoling the addreis 
trom 
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from any want of perfonal attach- 
ment or refpect for the fovereign ; 
be thould always be one of the firit 
and the moft eager to approach the 
throne with fentiments of loyalty. 
The minitter, he hoped, would not 
imagine, that he acted from any 
perional prejudice again{t him or 
rty view. He believed the 
of the country was what Mr. 
itt had moft at heart, and he trutt- 
ed, that he would rencer him the 
fame juttice, by believing that his 
conduct in this inttance was not in- 
fluenced by any fintiter motive. 

Mr. Burke obferved, that he had 
heard nothing for ‘ome time pait 
But panegv rics on the French, while 
our tougues were let loofe in the 
fouleft afperity again? other ftates. 
Ireland was an infatuated ifland ; 
Portugal an unnatural, a bate, a 
worthlefs, and an ungrateful na- 
tion. And what was the topic we 
had chofen for our panegyric ? Did 
we commend the French for their 
gallantry, their valour, their inge- 
nuity, their power, their opulence, 
their policy, or their wit? No: 
we praifed them for the'r fincerity, 
their moderation, their truth, their 
kindnefs and good will to this 
country. He did not however with 
to be underftood, that we were giv- 
ing up our manufactures to the 
French. On that head he enter- 
tained no jealSufy, nor did he con- 
ceive that France cou'd,stor a con- 
fiderable time at leatt, rival us in 
our commodities. Our capital cave 
us a fuperiority, which enabled us 
to fet all their efforts to cope with us 
atdefiance. ‘The powers of capital 
were irrefiftible in trade; it domi- 
neered, it ruled, it even tyrannifed 
in the market; itenticed the trong, 
and controlled the weak. This 
capital was tuppoited by the uni- 
verial partnerthip, in which our 
funds and the nature of our alae 






blifhments kept the property of thig 
country. It was only by the ex. 
clufion of France, that this general 
partnerfhip coulu be maintuined, 
The moment the prohi itions were 
taken off, fhe would beein to inf. 
nuate herfe'f into the partnerhhip, 
and in the end come in tor a fhare 
of the capital. In this we had rea. 
fon to admire the depth of the de. 
figens ot France. She was ready to 
fubmit to a temporary lofs in trade, 
refulting from the fuperiority of 
our manufactures, for the fake of 
a permanent future advantage. Her 
conduct was fimilar towards Ame 
rica. America could make no re. 
turn at prefent for the bounties and 
free ports fo liberally granted her, 
Sbe was unable to pay the debts the 
had contracted to the French mere 
chants and the government. Mr, 
Burke appealed to fome recent ins 
cidents in proof of the infincerity 
of the court of Verfailles. It was 
not without aftonifhment, that he 
coniidered the operations now care 
rying on at Cherbourg, operations 
that exceeded the pyramids of E- 
eypt as much, as wifdom and po- 
licy were fuperior to idle vanity 
and unprofitable oftentation., While 
this millftone was hanging over our 
heads, we talked of an union with 
France. Equally infidious were 
her deligns in endeavouring to make 
a treaty with Portugal to fecure to 
herfelf the monopoly of the Brau 
cottons. Ina word, our munufac 
turers might exult on the temporary 
aivantage they would derive from 
French avidity, but, if, at the ex- 
piration of the treaty, France fhould 
fuddenly rife into a great commer: 
cial and naval power, the advan 
tige would appear to have bees 
purchafed at a moft fhameful and 
alarming price. 

Mr. Welbore Ellis tuok a new 
ground of oppofition to the — 
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He obferved, that, by the forms of 
the houfe, all matters, which con- 
cerned commerce and trade, werg 
obliged firit ro be referred to a com- 
mittee of the whole houfe ; that 
in that commitiee certain refolutions 
were moved, which were a'terwards 
reported, and which, having been 
adopted by the houte, were made 
the foundation of bills, that were 
then conduéted through the ufual 
ftaces. Such was the wife precau- 
tion. which the practice of our an- 
ceftors had prefcribed to us, to pre- 
vent the country from being hailily 
involved in any pernicious meafure 
upon fo important a fubject. On 
the prefent occafion they had only 
proceeded to the length of report- 
ing the refolutions, and an addrefs 
was how moved to the fovereign. 
Thus was it violently attempted, to 
deprive parliament of its ufual 
powers of deliberation, and pre- 
maturely to pledge them to accept 
whatever bills might be grounded 
upon the refolutions of the com- 
mittee. The addrefs which had 
been moved was final and conclu- 
five. “lo adopt it would be a direct 
violation of parliamentary form, 
and a defiance to all the precedents 
of their former proceedings. Mr. 
Ellis concluded with moving the 
previous queftion. . 

Mr. Sheridan inforced the argu- 
ment ot Mr. Welbore Ellis, and 
declared, that recourfe ought to 
be had on that day to no other 
topic of oppofition, but that of the 
irrevularity and foulnefs of the pro- 
ceeding. To prove the importance 
of this objection, he recurred to 
the example ot the commercial fet- 
tlement which had been attempted 
by the treaty of Utrecht. This 


meafure had quietly pafled through 
the earlier forms, and, after a long 
debate in the committee, the quel- 
won tor deave to bring in a bill was 
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carried by a greater majority, than 
anv vee on the prefint treaty. 
Tie bill was read a firft and a fe- 
cond time; it was comm tted, aad 
the repo ¢ from the committee was 
read and ugreed to; but, notwith- 
flanding thefe favourable app:ar- 
ances, it was ultimately rejected. 
Mr. Sheridan concluded with ob- 
ie:ving, that the real quettion was 
not, whether the commercial treaty 
were detirable; but wheher the 
vital and eff. nual privileges of par- 
liament, upon which their delibe- 
rative and legiflative capacity infe- 
parably depended, fhould be facri- 
ficed, as a mere matter of compli- 
ment, at the foot of the throne. 
Mr. Pitt obferve’, that the mem- 
bers of oppofition had hitherto ar- 
gued againit the treaty, as likely to 
injure the trade and manufactures 
of this country. But it now ap- 
peared from the argument of one 
of their leaders, (Mr. Burke) whe 
had taken a very active part in the 
debate, and had difplayed a very 
uncommon fhare of ability, that 
that ground of argument was ulti- 
inately abandoned. Finding all 
their objections to the meafure une 
tenable in tair reafoning, they had 
theretore that day reforved toa freth 
argument, and attempted to com- 
piain, thot there was an intention 
of coupling the introduction of a 
fyitem of French commerce, with 
an adoption ot the principles of the 
Drench coniittution. Bur was there 
really any thing flavifh or incon- 
fiitent, for the houlie of commons 
to approach the fovereign with aa 
addres, informing him, that they 
had taken an important topic into 
their ferious deliberation, and that 
they were ready to co-operate with 
him in its execution. So far from 
any dereliction of the fpirit’of the 
Briuth conttituuion, this procced- 
ing was fuch, as no conilitution 
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but a free one could admit. Gen- 
tlemen on the other fide had called 
for precedents, and had laid great 
fhrets on the fearcity of {uch pre- 
cedents. There was one which 
he could produce, which was cleariy 
and decifively in point, and was 
only of two yd@urs landing. He tup- 
pofed he fhould be told, that fuch 
a precedent would lofe its weight, 
when it was confidered, that it was 
eftublifhed under an adminitiration, 
whofe inexperience and ignorance 
had given rife to innumerable ab- 
furdities and blunders. But he de- 
fired it might be remembered, that 
that adminittration had had the ad. 
vantage of the moit vigilant, the 
moft indetatigable and unintermit- 
ted correciion, of a check from 
perfons. the mott numerous, the 
moft able, and the moft united, 
that any adminiftration in this coun- 
try had had the good fortune to 
encounter. ‘They had however 
anct with no fuch admonitions at 
the time of eftabliihing the prece- 
dent to which he alluded, and there- 
tore he apprehended no great force 
could be afcribed to any objection, 
that could now be made to its efli- 
cacy and validity. ‘The inftance to 
which he referred was that of the 
addrcfS on the fubject of the Irth 
pert by which the houte 

ad pledged itelf to the piling 
cerium acts of parliament tor the 
purpote of carrying thole propoti- 
tions into effect. 

Mr. Sheridan now rofe to move 
a new queition, that of adjourn- 
nent, in order, as he faid, that he 
might have an opportunity of pro- 
poting a refolution upon the iubject 
ot the extraordinary doctriucs laid 
down by the minitter, doctrines as 
new and unconititutional, as ever 
were heard within thofe wails. He 
had objerved, that he could pro- 
duce a precedent for fuch an addreis 


as the prefent, and had infant! 
mentioned one of his own, The 
was the great feature of Mr. Pir’ 
adminill:ation, which commenced 
in proceedings directly Contrary to 
the coniiitution, and had ever lines 
abounded with inttances of outra 
againit it. He however dared him 
openly and fairly to maintain, thae 
an addrefs, fuch as had that night 
been propofed, could be juftified, 
He acded, that, if he were noe 
permitted to offer his refolusion, 
the object of which was to declare 
the opinion of the houfe, * tha 
it was impoilible for them to bind 
or preclude themfelves by any ad. 
drefs to the throne, from debating 
or voting upon any fubfequent le. 
gillative queflion,” he certainly 
would fay no to the firit reading of 
the intended bill, for the purpofe 
of bringing the quetiion fairly un. 
der difcuthon. 

Mr. Fox reprobated the whole 
proceeding of that day, as in the 
higheit degree unbecoming in that 
houfe, and contrary to its ancient 
and eitublithed forms of proceeds 
ing. Should the addrefs unfortu- 
nately pafs, he mutt in that cafe 
hearaly with that the houfe had 
been in a committee, if it were 
only to fave the fpeaker from the 
fliame and difgrace of attending at 
St. James’s upon fuch av occafion. 

Vith what an aukward teeling mutt 
he inform the fovereign, that his 
faithful commons had detiroyed 
their own forms, and grof-ly vio 
lated the conititution ? Had lord 
Bolingbroke and Mr. Harley, in 
the yeer 1713, been aware of the 
fate of their treaty, they would 
no doubt have aimed at a meafure 
fimilar ro the prefent. But in thofe 
days, when one of the mott formid- 
able parties governed this country 
that had ever been in pofletlion ot 
power, they had never dreamed of 

adventuring 
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veatwring to fo unexampled alength 
as the prefent miniiter, who h d 
srofited by their thorrlightednets, 
and whetted his fagacity upon their 
duluefs. Mr. Fox concluded with 
obfersing, that, by agrecing to the 
queition, they would not only make 
a bad precedent for their own pro- 
ceedings, but as abfolurely preclude 
the houfe of lords from tree debate, 
as if they had followed the exam- 
‘le of Oliver Cromwel, and filenc- 
ed that neceflary and conftitutional 
branch of the legiflature. 

Mr. Pitt replied. He afferted, 
that, fo far fiom its being true that 
the addrefs would infringe in the 
fmalleit degree upon the privileges 
of the houte of lords, it would on 
the contrary place them on the 
mott advantageous ground for the 
difeulion of the fubjecét. For, as 
the prop fition related to finance, 
and had for its object a regulation 
of dutics, the houfe of lords, if 
it were fent up to them in the fhape 
of a bill, would not be at liberty 
to make any alterations; but, be- 
ing fent to them only as a refolu- 
tion, they would by no means find 
themfelves equally cireumferibed. 
He confefled, that no refolution of 
that houfe could abfolus ly bind it 
down to the future adoption of ahy 
meafure, and, if, after paffing any 
refolution, the houfe fhould find 
fufhcient ground to alter its opi- 
nion, it was not only competen’, 
but bound in duty, to act contrary 
tofuch a refolution. At the fame 
time no perfon ought to vote for 
the addrefS, unlefs he were reafon- 
adly affured that his opinion was 
final. The addrefs was fupported 
by Mr. John Scott, Mr. Matthew 
Montagu, Mr. Hawkins Browne, 
Mr. Daniel Pulteney, Mr. William 
Young, Mr. Wilberforce, lord 
Morningt mn, lately appointed a lord 
gf treatury, and Mr. Grenville. 
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It was oppofed by Mr. Windham, 
captain Macbride, fir Grey Cooper, 
fir James Erfkine, Mr. Adam, Mr. 
Anttruther, Mr. Dempiter, and 
Mr. Powys. The houfe divided 
on Mr. Sheridan’s motion of ad- 
journment, ayes 160, noes 236, 
and the addrefs was then carried 
without a divifion. 

Copies of the treaty and the 
convention, together with other 
papers illutirating the new fyitem 
otf commerce, were preiented to 
the houfe of lords by the members 
of adminiftration, on the fame days 
on which they had been laid on the 
table of the houfe of commons. 
The duke of Norfolk, who took 
the lead on the part of oppofition 
on this occalion, endeavoured to 
obtain other papers, iluttraing the 
value of our intercoufe with Por- 
tugal, and ultimately complained, 
that the documents afiorded on 
that head were by no means fatif- 
factory. On the twenty-third of 
February the houfe of commons, 
having detired a conference, pre- 
fented to the lords a copy of their 
refolutions and addrefs, and requett- 
ed their concurrence in thefe pro- 
ceedings. ‘Thurfday the firit of 
March, was appointed to take the 
fubjest into the confideration of a 
committee of the whole houle ; and 
on the preceding day it was moved 
by the duke of Nortolk, to refolve 
‘that the treaty concluded in 
1703, called the Methuen treaty, 
was a fublilting treaty, and had in- 
variably been found productive of 
benetit to the commerce of the con- 
tracting pariies.” It was his in- 
tention to have founded upon this 
refolution, if carried, a fecond pro- 
pofition, declaring, ‘* that it was 
expedient, that any difference, that 
might have rifen upon the conitruc 
tidn of that treaty, fhould be ami- 
cably adjutied, and fuch farther 
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66 
arrangements adopted as might ef- 
fectually fegure its continuance, 
before they proceeded to the con- 
firmation of the treaty with France.” 
Upon the firft refolution the houfe 
divided, contents 26, not contents 
8:. A farther motion was propof- 
ed, early in the day appointed for 
the confideration of the treaty, by 
lord vifcount Stormont, to refolve, 
# that no addrefs to the throne and 
no refolution of that houfe could 
bind them in their legiflative capa- 
city, or bar the right of the fub- 
ject to petition againft any bill, 
which might be we on fuch 
addrefs or refolution.” This mo- 
tion having been over-ruled, it was 
moved by the marquis of Bucking- 
ham, that the houfe fhould adopt 
the firft of the refolutions, which 
had been communicated to them by 
the commons. 

Upon this occafion the bifhop of 
Landaff particularly diftinguifhed 
himfelf. ‘Though, previoufly to 
the period in which he had had a 
feat in that houfe, he had been 
confidered as taking a warm intereft 
in the political tranfa@ions of his 
country, and though his abilities 
perfectly qualified him to figure in 
the difcuffions of the moft elevated 
alfembly, he had however hitherto 
thought proper to refrain from de- 
bating in parliament upon any 
merely pohitical queflion. On that 
account the fentiments he delivered 
attracted more attention, both from 
their immediate hearers, and in a 
more extenfive circle. His ene- 
mies, and it is not to be fuppofed, 
that a prelate, who had difplayed 
fo much zeal and intrepidity in the 
caule of ecclefiaftical reform, fhould 
not have many enemies, farcafti- 
cally ebferved upon the period in 
which he came forward; which 
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benefices, the fee of Durham te 
bifhop Thurlow, and the fee g 
Lincoln to doétor Pretyman, who 
had formerly been preceptor ty 
Mr. Pitt; upon which benefices, 
they pretended, he had fixed the 
eye of jealoufy and ambition. With. 
Out entering into a perfonal vind; 
cation of doctor Watfon, whid 
would be foreign to the bufiness of 
this hiftory, and without faying 
to deplore that feverity and bitter. 
nefs, which too often purfue the 
advocates of equality and juttice, 
we fhall merely obferve, that his 
fentiments are too important, and 
his reafonings teo able, not to be 
{tated by us in confiderable detail, 
The bifhop began with remark. 
ing, that, as his fentiments were 
decidedly againtt the treaty, fo his 
opinion had not been rafhly taken 
up, or rafhly entertained, All thof, 
with whom he had converfed u 
the fubject, could witnefs for him, 
that he had expreffed thefe fenti- 
ments from the firft moment in 
which the treaty had been announe- 
ed to the public ; and every thing, 
which he had fince heard or read 
upon the fubject, confirmed them, 
He could find nothing in the cir 
cumflances of the country, which 
fhould drive us, like merchants o 
bankrupt credit, to dangerous fpe- 
culations. We ftood high among 
the nations of the earth, and at 
trated the envy and admiration @ 
Europe. In order to imprefs the 
truth of this judgment upon th 
minds of the houfe, he entered into 
a review of our commerce from tht 
year 1740 to the conclufion of th 
late peace ; and he imagined, tht 
a ftatement of the balance of trate 
between this country and its neigh 
bours, would be a futficient ftané 
ard of the profperity we had em 
joyed. The moit flourifhing period 
of connerce, which this — 
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had ever fcen, was about the year 
i750 At other periods we had had 
larger exports, but the balance of 
trade in our favour was then at the 
higheft, and amounted to near five 
millions and a half per annum. 
From the year 1740 to the year 
1790 it amounted to four millions ; 
and, though, if we added the two 
remaining years of the war, it would 
fomewhac diminifh the average, 
that was certainly owing to a fin- 
gular concurrence of circumitances, 
and would nor afford grownd for 
any reafonable prediction, The bi- 
fhop went on to ftate the countries 
from which this balance arofe ; 
from Holland 1,400,co>1l; from 
Germany 700,0001 ; from Flanders 
600,000 1; from Portugsl and Spain 
400,000 1, each ; and from North 
America 500,0001. He omitted 
Ireland, becaufe, from the differ- 
ent modes of valuing her linens in 
the Englifh and Irith cuftom-houfe, 
there was a diverfity of opinion. 
He omitted Arrica, becaufe the 
greatelt part of our’ trade to that 
country was a feandalous trade, re- 
pugnant to every principle of hu- 
manity and Chriitianity, and not to 
be juttified by any arguments to be 
drawn from its utility. He omit- 
ted fome other fources of confider- 
able importance, becaufe they only 
fupplied the drain, which we expe- 
rienced from Ruffia, fiom Sweden, 
and from Turkey. 

Thus had he brought to their re- 
collection the great and ancient 
channels, in which our commerce 
had flowed with unintei rupted tuc- 
eels for half a century. From the 
viciffitudes incident to human af- 
fairs, a few obttructions had of late 
years been tormed in fome of thefe 


channels ; but furely the wifdom 
ct the nation would have been 
much bettcr employed, in removing 
thele obitructions, in cleanfing, iu 
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widening, in deepening, in fencing 
and fecuring thefe ancient channels, 
the advantages of which had been 
known to our fathers and ourfelves, 
than in opening a néw one, the 
rocks, the thoals and the whirlpools 
of which were unexplored, the dan 
gers of which no mortal ¢ye could 
forefee, the advantages of which 
were certainly fpeculative, might 
be delufive, and if delufive, then 
ruinous to our wealth, our confe- 
quence, and our independence, to 
all that we held dear as men and as 
Enghfhmen. He added, that the 
eftimates he had ftated were previ- 
ous to the late peace. He did not 
certainly know, whether for the 
lait five years our commerce had 
been more or lefs flourifhing than 
for the forty preceding years. But 
he would ftate this dilemma: if the 
balance of our foreign trade had 
becn {lationary or increafing, where 
was the wifdom of interrupting its 
courfe by new arrangements ? Why 
fhould not we leave it to our owa 
fuccetsful operation ? If it had di- 
minifhed, why fhould we rifk its 
farther diminution by opening a 
trade with France ? It muft in that 
cafe have been from her rivalry 
in foreign markets that our export 
trade had decreafkd. It was noe 
Germany, it was not Pruffia, it 
was not Spain, that had broken in 
upon it; it was France, and France 
alone; and, if fhe had driver 
us. out of foreign markets, what 
chance could we have of meeting 
her in her own ? 

He would not affume the prohi- 
bition of our commerce with France 
as an efficient cauie of our commer- 
Cial greatoels. ‘Iwo fimultaneous 
events night exift, without one of 
them being the caufle of the other. 
But, if it could be thown that our 
comineree did not flourifh, whea 
the wade with France was oven, as 
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68 
clearly as it appeared that it did 
flourifh when our trade with 


France was fhut, men of plain un- 
derftandings would fufpect, that 
there was fome fuch connexion te- 
tween the circumitances, as fubhill- 
ed between caufe and effect. ‘To 
enforce this general reafoning, the 
bifhop quoted the preamble of a 
flatute in the reign of king Charles 
the Second, which Was as follows, 
«¢ Whereas it has by long experi- 
ence been found, that the import- 
ing French wines, &c. has much 
exhautted the treafure of the na- 
tiom, lefiened the value of the na- 
tive commodities and manufactures, 
and brought much detriment to the 
kingdom in general :”’—and he was 
by no means fatisfied, that ned cir- 
cumftances of the nation were fo 
entirely changed, as to render a 
trade, which in the time of Charles 
the Second was highly detrimental, 
and by which we lott a million per 
annum, fafe and lucrative at pre- 
fent. So far froin is being true, as 
had been alledged, that at that 
time we had exported little except 
our woollens, we had exported, 
xclufive of that manufacture, above 
two hundred articles; we had ex- 
ported wrought pewter, copper and 
1ron, hoops, nails, and other arti- 
cles of pare -Wware } we had export- 
ed tin, lead, alum, corn, coals, 
gunpowder, glafs, earthen ware, 
and leather. He could not there- 
fore be perfuaded, that there was 
good ground for admitting, that 
the relative fituation of the two 
countries was not much the fame 
now, as it had been then; and, if 
it were fame, then was the arcu. 
ment from experience conclutive 
againit the treaty. 

The bihop proceeded to examine 
the motives, which had induced 


adminitration to negoeiate a treaty 
with france, and to abandon the 
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policy of their anceftors, By mo. 
tives he muit be underibood to mean 
only the open and avowed motives, 
There might be fecret ones of more 
weight ond authority than any he 
had heard alled ged ; and, when he 
confidered the enlarged views, the 
pre ofound policy, the ee 
wifdom, and the profpective faga. 
city, Which ufually did, and always 
ought to pervade the conduct of 
princes, he was perfuaded that there 
were fuch. He was difpofed to 
think, that the framers’ of this 
treaty had a moral certainty, that 
the French in confideration of jr 
would never more either directly or 
indirectly diturb us in our poffef. 
fions in Afia ; that they would not 
by underhand nezociation attempt 
to rob us of every commercial ad 
vantage and every political alliance 
we had in Eu urope ; that they would 
not either fecretly or openly to 
ment diffentions in Ireland. He 
trutted that minifters had a clear 
forelight, that in confequence of 
this treaty our navy would not be 
diminifhed; nor was that enough; 
but that it would be increaled, and 
increafed in a higher proportion 
than the navy of France. He 
trufted that they had the ftrongef 
expectations, that the introduction 
of our manufactures into France 
at this critical period, would be fo 
far from becoming an incentive to 
French induftry, that it would im- 
mediately annihilate their rifing 
manufactures of cotton,, cutlery, 
hardware and pottery. The olten- 
fible motives were two: that of 
perpetuating peace between the 
kingdoms, and that of augmenting 
our revenue by extending our 
trade. 

In the force of the firit of thefe 
confideratious he placed no confi- 
dence. Had we forgotten,—ne 


length of time would ever obli 
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terate the circumftance from his 
memory,—it even yet rankled in 
his reco.lec tion, —that, during the 
vroerefs of the American war, every 
annual fpeech from the throne, 
every monthly difpatch {rom our 
minitters at Paris, announced to this 
honeilt, unfufpecting nation, the 
pe aceable difpofition of the cabinet 
of Verfailles ? and yer, when the 
long withed for, aufpicious moment 
arrived in which fhe could moil di- 
{trefs us, with what bold and bsre- 
faced ge did fhe break the 
peace ? And fhoul d we now, while 
we were yet {marting from the con- 
fequences of her treachery, become 
afecond time the good ealy ¢ upes 
of her duplicity ? [i was not a trif- 
ling luftration, that would in his 
mind expiate the perfidy of the 
French councils. Ue admired the 
French as an intelligent and inge- 
nious people; he loved them as an 
agreeable and polite people; but 
he dreaded them as a yreat, he fuf- 
pected them as a negociating, and 
he deteited them as an ambitious 
people. Letno man talk to him 
of exchanging ancient prejudices 
for liberal fentiments. He hoped 
he did not want, more than others 
did, liberality of fentiment in pri- 
vate life, but he would not part 
with his pre’ judic es againit France. 
pases. were prejudices, which for 
s had preferved the independ- 
ence and liberty of this country, 
and he would carry them to his 
erave with him, 
With regard to the profpeét of 
increafing the revenue by extend- 
g the trade of the country, it Was 
not more to be depended upon. 
The approbation of the manufac- 
age was adduced as conclufive. 
He had the honour to have long 
known feveral of them, and no man 
had a creater re ‘fpect for the manu- 
but the ob- 


fadurers in general ; ; 
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jeions they had advanced to ‘the 
Jrith propotitions were too forcible, 
not to imprefs his mind in the pres 
fent inftance. All that was faid 
concerning cheapnefs of labour, 
price of raw materials, lightnefs of 
taxation, exemption from duties, 
inefficacy of countervailing duties, 
and facility of fmuegling, Was as 
applicable to the commerce “ial treaty, 
as it had been to the Irith propofi« 
tions. But, leaving for a moment 
the confiftency of the manufacturers 
to be explained by themfelves, it 
was neceflary that he fhould explain 
his own. He had been a friend to 
the Lrifh propofitions, and he was 
an enemy to the commercial treaty. 

Where was the coniiltency of his 
conduct? Clearly in this, — that 
France and Ireland ftood in different 
relations to this country. He had 
been a friend to the Lrifh propotie 
tions; not from a full perfuafion, 
that they would not have interfered 
with the manufacturing interefls of 
Great Britain; but frem a perfuae 
fion, that the wealth, dignity and 
confequence of Ireland would wlti+ 
mately be the wealth, dignity and 
coufequence of this country. ‘The 
bifhop went on to enumerate vari- 
ous articles, in which he entertained 
a well-founded apprehenfion of the 
fatal effects of French competition ; 
and he concluded with apologizing 
tothe houfe tor the length of his 
obiervaions. He had fpoken his 
opinion as an honeft man. His 
fpirit had ever been tuo high, to 
fuffer him to enlift himfelf unde 

the banners of adminittration or 
of oppolition ; ; and he would always 
follow the dictates of his own judg- 

ment. Any other conduct would 
be a profanation of the holy habit 
he wore. 

The marquis of Lanfdown en+ 
tered with great minutenefs into 
the merits of the treaty, Upon its 
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encral principles he beflowed his 
Fi shert applauic. They were prin- 
ciples upon which his mind had 
long been made up; and, fo far 
as regarded himtell, he had been 
ready On a former occalion to lave 
carried them into execution, and to 
have boldly encountered the conte- 

Gences. But there was diflinc- 
tion between treaiks of a political 
nature and treanes of commerce. 
With refpect to the latter he felt a 

rticular deference duc to the pub- 
fic at large, who were commonly, 
at leail in England, better inflruct- 
ed in thefe matters than minifters 
themfelves. He had likewife been 
apprehenfive, that he might have 
attempted too much at a time, and 
embarked too gieat a charge on 
board the fame veflel; and he re- 
joiced that he had done fo, when 
he recollected the angry di/pofition 
of the moment, in which the prcli- 
minaries of peace had been made 
the fubject of parliamentary conti- 
deration. 

The bifhop of Lancaff had main- 
tained, that our commercial fy f- 
tem required no alteration, which, 
with great fubmiffion, the marquis 
believed could not be faid of any 
ahing. Men of levters in diferent 
countries contributed their aid to 
develop and extend the principles 
of free trade; and their opinions 
had been partly carricd into execu- 
tion by the adminiilration of France. 
He ridiculed the mode of calcula- 
tion’ which had been adopted by 
the bifop, of eftimating the value 
of our commerce by the balance of 
trade, This method had gradu. 
ally become exploded, and was in 
its own nature perfectly ridiculous. 
Lord Lanidown laid contiderable 
fires upon the fentiments of the 
manufacturers, who were much 
better judges ia this cafe, than they 
had bees in that of the Irifh pro- 
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pofitions. When the opinion they 
formed refpected the home market, 
they were objects of jealoufy and 
contro! ; but when it related to the 
freedom of a foreign market, and 
the extinction of prohibitions, they 
were objects of protection and up. 
limited confidence. 

The marquis exerted himfelf to 
refute the idea, that there was an 
particular reafon why France fhould 
form an exception to the general 
principles of our fyftem. It was 
not truc, that France had been al. 
ways inimical to us. ‘To an carlier 
period, when we had poileiled pro. 
vinces in France, it was not necef. 
fary to recur, fince our wars dur 
ing that period were rather wars 
of the dukes of Normandy and 
Aquitaine, than of the king of 
England. This fituation expired 
with the furrender of Calais b 
queen Mary ; and what had hap. 
pened fince? Queen Elizabeth, a 
inodel of wifdom, had always fet a 
particular value upon the French 
alliance. ‘The Stuarts, who were 
ufually efitmated at nothing in an 
enquiry of policy, had been ate 
cufed, perhaps unjuildy, of too 
much attachment to France; for, 
it Charles and his queen had ats 
tended a litle more to Richelieu, 
or James the Second been governed 
by the advice of Louis the Four. 
tecnth, there would have been an 
end of the Britith conftitution, 
Cromwell, who was the next im 
ftance, had been always and ints 
maicly inalliance with France. In 
more modern times, a perion very 
diftevent from either Elizabeth or 
Cromwell, fir Robert Walpole, lrad 
Maintained a contlant good under. 
ftanding with France. The wat 
of 1741 had been brought on by 
the clamour of a fenfelefs oppolis 
tien, againit the conviction of the 
miniier, The war of 1755 had 

not 
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sot been the plan of France, and 
their not being prepared to mect 
us made it fufficiently evident. As 
for the lait war it was too recent for 
difeuffion; he muft however ob- 
ferve that flefh and blood could 
fearcely refit the temptation after 
the defeat of general Burgoyne. 
There was therefore only one eX- 
ception to the general policy, which 
had prevailed between this country 
and France, and that was the reign 
of king William. Bur, as there 
might be {pots even in the fun, fo, 
with all poffible admiration of that 
prince, it muft be allowed, that 
his foreign politics did not make 
the brighteft part of his character. 
Jt might fairly be concluded, that, 
if he had lived at che prefent time, 
he would have acted in a different 
manner. France was no longer 
the fame, but was as different trom 
itflf as Louis the Fourteenth from 
Louis the Sixteenth. One was a 
lover of glory, the other of juitice ; 
one was ambitious, the other gen- 
tle; one fought foreign conquett, 
the other to improve apd. render 
his people more virtuous. But 
exclufively of the chara¢ter of the 
monarchs, a {pirit of individual, as 
well as general independence pre- 
vailed, The rage of ferving in 
armies was abated, and men enjoy- 
ed a confideration independently of 
the court and the miniiler, perhaps 
greater than either could confer. 
Fundamental principles were efta- 
dlithed, which pervaded every 
country, and originated in the na- 
tural nghts of men; and, above all, 
the hateful abfurdity of going to 
war for the fake of court caprice, 
or any additional territory or trade 
became every day more exploded. 
It was not true, that France was 
our natural enemy. We had no 


contiguous frontier, and France 
bud no claim upon US. In fact 
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there was no fuch thing asa natu- 
ral enemy, except the power that 
kept up three hundred thoufand 
men, with a view to conquett, and 
not from a principle of defence. 
That power was the enemy of man- 
kind, and deferved that all Europe 
fhould contederate again it. The 
marquis explained on a fubfequent 
day, that in this he did not mean 
to allude to the king of Pruifia, 
whom he knew to be one of the 
moft ardent lovers of humanity, 
and who cherifhed no views, but 
fuch as conduced to the tranquillity 
and happinefs of his people. Great 
Britain, he proceeded, was formed 
to be the model of good policy to 
every other itate in Europe, to ori- 
ginate peace, and to inculcate the 
principles of peace. It was ridi- 
culous to talk of holding the ba- 
lance, and at the fame moment to 
throw ourfelves as a dead weight 
into one of the fcales. If tomor- 
row the imperial courts and Pruffia 
fhould join to give laws to Europe, 
would any man fay, that the gene- 
ral independence did not hang up- 
on the junction of France and Eng- 
land ? The cafe had actually hap- 

ened, The feandalous partition 
of Poland, which, if kingdoms 
were to be judged hereafter like 
men, muft meet with condign pu. 
niflment, was owing to this very 
prejudice. Nothing had given him 
greater concern than this circume 
tance, when he went out from the 
office of fecretary of ftate in 1769, 
as it had been his full intention at 
that time, to have propofed to the 
king of France a contidential, as 
well as an open connection with 
Great Brituin, to counteract the 
partition, 

Having eftablifhed the wifdom of 
the general principle of the treaty, 
the marquis proceeded to examine 
its parts, and te ftate his objections. 
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It was difficult in any negociation 
to afcertain, where the neguciators 
had been deficient, and how far 
more might have been obtained. 
He was however free to confefs, 
that he felt fomething of this fort. 
There were articles in favour of 
France, to which he could tind no 
reciprocal conceffions in favour of 
England. ‘This was the neceflary 
refult of the nature of the French 
commodities, which were the inde- 
feafible produce of her climate and 
foil. It was ridiculous to talk of 
the fuperiority of our manulactures, 
as fufiicient to countervail thefe re- 
ciprocal articles. Nothing could 
be more precarious, than an efti- 
mate built upon that ground. Our 
boafted cottons were the growth of 
a day ; we faw manufactures rife 
upalmoft inftantaneoully. Burt the 
advantage in the produce of France 
was pofirive and cternal; as long 
as the earth endurcd, it would re- 
main to her. He was the more in- 
clined to believe that we could 
have gained fomething in exchange, 
as it was well known how impa- 
tient France had been for the trea- 
ty. What had occurred to his 
mind was to have eained tome ad- 
vantage in point of navigation, and 
to have faid fomething of this fort 
to France: in proportion as we 
give you land, you muft give us 
fea. And this led him to his fe- 
cond objection; which was, that 
we had conceded the neutral code. 
He was perfectly aftonithed at fee- 
mg fuch an arucle, and he knew 
not how it could come into the 
imagination of perfons, who had 
the leatt acquaintance with the law 
of nations, er the tranfactions of 
the lat five years. It had been 
pofitively refuied to Ruihia, even in 
a moment when we were under the 
neceflity of doing, what he hoped 
We fhould never be reduced to do 
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again, of courting her alliance. HH 
conhidered the putting an end to 
the Dutch pretentions in regard tg 
Ir, as one of the mott marerig 
points, that had been gained in the 
late treaty of peace. It was nor 
tor him to enter into the fubjeg. 
but he flattered himfelf, the mor. 

at ¢ eC : WmMicif, the more 
the preliminaries were examined, 
the more it would appear, that this 
and other omiffions were more im. 
portant than many — ttipulotions 
might have been. He fhould pm. 
ther have expecied, that Frange 
and England might have “joined to 
extinguith this novel doctrine, 
brought forward in Europe by the 
northern courts. It was fuflicient. 
ly notorious, that it was not the 
interett of either countries, to fuf 
fer ucw marines to ttart up and 


grow powerful. The marquis far. 


ther objccied, that nothing had 
been {pulated upon the fubject of 
Judia, and alluded to a treaty which 
he had heard of, by which the 


privileges of the Eatt India cow- 
pany were completely facriticed to 
the French, and which had beea 
unaccountably rejected in Paris 
from the influence of intrigue and 
private intereft. He cbferved a 
to Cherbourg, that he thought re 
prefentations ought to have been 
made in regard to the works going 
on there; and that it might hove 
been done in fafe, prudent and 
politic language. In the courfe of 
his own experience, where he had 
found one reprefentation fucceed 
on the ground of right, he had 
found many fucceed on the ground 
of good fenfe and commen interefl, 
He alfo remarked on the injudic 
ous manner in which the articles 
had been drawn up; and declared, 
that the feventh in particular was 
a mere chaos of words, without the 
poiibilicy of drawing any meaning 
trom it; and, leait of all, a meaning 

favours 
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favourable to this country. Lord 
Lanidown concluded with recur- 
ing to the fituation of Ireland. It 
was inconceivable, that we fhould 
leave that people more connected 
in freedom of trade and facility of 
‘ntercourte with France, than with 
Great Britain. It was idle to talk 
of the Irifh propofitions having 
heen made and rejected, and that 
therefore nothing was to be done. 
If a miniiter for inttance, were to 
tell the publie and the parliament 
of Great Britain, that they did not 
Lnow their own intereft, and mutt 
abide by the confequence, he mutt 
be looked upon as infatuated. ‘The 
conduct of the Englifh manufactu- 
ers in the cafe of the French treaty 
mut crufh all their former objec- 
tions to the fyftem of the Irth pro- 
politions. The prefent therefore 
was the moment for minifters to re- 
vive the idea of a beneficial con- 
neion. He did not mean the 
vague, ill natured and inadequate 
fyiiem that had been offered ; but 
a plain, fimple, good humoured 
fcheme of reciprocal intercour'e, 
unmixed with any principle of po- 
litics, and particularly with that, 
to which the fenfe ot Ireland was 
fo totally averfe, the obliging her 
ot neceflity to adopt all the future 
atts of trade of the Britifh parhia- 
ment. 

The marquis laid no ftrefs upon 
the objections that had been ftart- 
ed tefpecting the danger of our 
fluctuating capital in the event of 
a war, and upon the fubjeét of the 
hovering acts. The French were 
not a nation of Algerines and fa- 
vages, and he hoped to fee the day, 
when our prefent anxious precau- 
tions againit fmuggling would be 
annihilated by the growing free- 
dom of ourtrade. It had been far- 
ther faid, that we fhould rue the 
Gontequences of the prefent mea- 
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fure ; that France would flourith, 
and we fhould fuffer by the neon 
He would venture to prophefy, 
thar, if this country declined, pre- 
judice might afcribe it to this caufe, 
but it would in reality originate in 
fomething very differents If we 
continued under a perperual fluétu- 
ation of adminiftrations, and France 
adhered to one fyttem; if we went 
on in the rottennefs of corruption, 
and fhe exerted herfelf, as it was 
reported fhe was about to do, in 
rooting it up; if fhe adopted great 
meafures, and we purfued little 
ones, there was no doubt which 
country mutt flourifh, and which 
would decline. But he was not 
afraid to fay, knowing the natural 
liberality of Englith minds, that it 
was the duty of every man and 
every citizen to rejoice in the prof- 
perity even of a foreinn country, 
when it was produced by fair and 
honourable means. If aman had 
the mistortune to find that he could 
not govern his own family, he mutt 
be bafe indeed, if he repined at 
feeing a neighbouring family vir- 
tuous, well ordered and happy. 
Upon the whole the marquis felt 
himfelf inclined to a warm fupport 
of the treaty, perfuaded that the 
principle carried tranfcendent bene- 
fir with it, whatever opinion he 
might have as to fume of its parti- 
cular claufes. 

The debate upon the commer- 
cial treatv was productive of an al- 
tercation between the marquis of 
Lanfdown and the duke of Rich- 
mond, of a nature, which, as it 
tends to illuftrate character, we fhall 
ever contider as one of the moft 
interefting topics of political hitto- 
ry. In the courfe of the debate 
the duke obferved, in reply to one 
of lord Lantdown’s animadverfions, 
that we had nothing to do with the 
French erections at Cherbourg, and 
that 
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that with the fame propriety they 
might come and fay to us, you 
fhall not fortify your dockyards of 
Portfmouth and Plymouth. This 
argument was retorted by the mar- 
quis, who obferved, that we cer- 
saimy had not more, perhaps not 
fo much concern with the erections 
at Cherbourg, as they bad with 
our fortifications; fiance, if ours 
were carred into execution, the 
French would, on the event of an 
invation, take potictlon of our tor- 
trefles as advantageous potts. The 
duke, who probably had been irri- 
gated by the part, which had been 
taken by the friends of lord Lant- 
down in the houfe of commons up- 
on the fubject of the fortifications, 
caught at this infinuation. He ob- 
ferved, that, it we might inter the 
marquis’s fentiments from the voice 
of certain perfons in another place, 
he had changed his opinion in re- 
gard to the fortifications, as much 
as it appeared he had done on the 
fubject of the Irith propofinons. 
Jn the mean time the duke had no 
hefitation in declaring, that the 
plan for the fortifying of Portt- 
mouth and Ply mouth had been fub- 
mitted to lord Lanfdown, when he 
had been at the head of the admi- 
niftration ot this countiy, and that 
he had fignified his direct approba- 
tion. 

In the fequel of the altercation 
it appeared, that the marquis was 
now ready to avow his exprefs dif- 
approbation of che plan of tortifica- 
tions, and the guefiion, whether 
or no he ever protetled 10 approve 
them, remained to be decided from 
two letters, the one witten by the 
duke of Kichmond confeffedly fub- 
fequent to the period in which the 
fuppofed approbation had been 
given, and requeiling the thoughts 
of the marquis upon various fub- 
jects relating to the department of 


the ordnance, and among othey 
upon the new fyitem of tortificg. 
tions. The other letter was a de. 
claration by Mr. Pitt, who 
been prefent at the difputed cop. 
verfation, made at the requett of 
the duke of Richmond; the fy, 
ject of which was, * that his me. 
mory at the diflance of tour yearn 
did not enable him to fay, thy J 
lord Lanfdown did potitively give 
a full and direct approbation of the 
plans, but that the impreifion mag 
upon his mind at the time Was, 
and had continued fo on every n 
flection fince, that he did Lignify 
his approbation.” 

Upon thefe circumflances lord 
Lanidown obferved, that his fitue 
tion at the period in queilion, when 
he was fettling the important me 
fure of the preliminarics of peace, 
had been attended with great diff 
culties. He perhaps had reafon tw 
fear under all the circumfances of 
that time, that the duke of Rich 
mond might chanye his mind ; and 
he mutt neceffarily have dreaded 
the change of one out of tlic fever 
members of the cabinet. Thu 
critically fituated, when the duke 
opened his plan, there might per 
haps be a degree of addreis on his 
part in what had paffed on the fub 
ject. It was natural; it might 
have been neceffary ; but he fo 
lemnly declared that he never d 
rectly approved, and he challenged 
the duke to produce a {crap of4 
pen from him on the fubject. He 
admitted that the fuppreflion of 
doubis would be unpardonable, # 
that fuppreffion went fo tar a8 % 
delude a colleague to hazard bis 
plan before parliament, where } 
was to be abandened and expolet 
This declaration however the ma 

uis was afterwards obliged to qu 
lify, as it appeared, that a fum 
money for the fqrtifications pe 
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been included in the ord- 
If it were 
urged, that there was blame cue 
to him upon that fcore, as a minil- 
ter, he was free to fay there was 
ereat blame. But that was an- 
other queftion ; aad he protefted he 
could not te'l why he had futtered 
the plan to be propofed. With 
refpect to the charge of infincerity, 
which the duke had thought pro- 

rto advance againil him, he be- 
lieved it was totally incapable of 
fupport. Openneis was his charac- 
teriitic; and it was folely from the 
confideration of the unguardednefs 
of his temper, that by the advice 
of his friends he had tecluded him- 
felf from the world 

The fpeakers in favour of the 
treaty were lord Thurlow, lord 
Hawkefoury, lord Waifingham, 
lord Townthend, lord Grey de 
Wilton, lord Hopetoun, and lord 
Forrefcue. Thote who diftiaguifh- 
ed themfelves in oppoiition were 
the duke of Manchetier, lord Car- 
litle, lord Loughborough, lord Fitz- 
william, lord Sandwich, lord Scar- 
borough, and lord Portchefter. 
The houfe divided upon the firf 
refolution, contents 81, not con- 
tents 35; and upon the report, 
contents g4, not contents 35. The 
addres wus prefeated on the eighth 
of March. 

The qneftion refpecting the vio- 
lation ot the forms of pariiament 
was not given up by oppofition, 
and on the day, previous to that 
Oi prefenting the addrefs, Mr. Fox 
moved in the houfe of commons 
the refolution, which had been 
propoted by lord Stormont in the 
houie of lords. 


tually 
nance ellimates of 1783- 


Belide ree apatulate 


ing and inforcing the arguments 


he had alee tot 
he had aiready emploved, he ob- 
ferved, that by the addrefs which 


had been carried, they were reduced 
89 3 Choice ot two verv unpieaiant 
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predicaments ; the one was to let the 
treaty pafs, however. repugnant its 
principles might at the time appear 
to their fentiments, or however in- 
jurious to the interefis of their 
country; and the other to reject 
it, and of confequence to fubjed 
themfelves to the imputation of 
having made a precipitate and a 
faithlefs promife to the fovereign. 
The latter conduct would certainly 
be of the two the leait injurious, 
at the f.me time that it was fubject 
to very great inconveniences, and 
was a fituation by all means to be 
avoided, It was derogatory to 
that facred taith, which ought al- 
ways to be preferved in promifes 
that were made, or addrefies that 
were laid at the foot of the throne, 
Mr. Pitt treated the objections ag 
cavilling and frivolous; and ob. 
ferved, that, fo far from retrenching 
from the privileges of the houfe, he 
had in fact added two new and ad- 
ditional flages, the addrefs and the 
report of the addrefs, tothole which 
had been provided by the wifdom 
of our ancettors, ‘The conduct of 
adminittration was defended by Mr. 
Dundas, Mr. Arden and Mr, 
Bearcrott, and cenfured by Mr, 
Sheridan, Mr. Batflard and fir Wil- 
liam Moleiworth. by the latter 
of thefe an alluion was made to 
the cafe of the ordnance eftimates, 
in which the houfe had been told 
that they were pledged to a future 
meafure by having contented to a 
pait tranfaction, and the furveyor- 
general of the ordnance had infift- 
ed, that, when the matter came 
out from the diiquiflition of the 
board of oflicers, they were not at 
liberty to refufe the money, The 
houfe divided upon Mr, Fox's ree 
folution, ayes 113, noes 188. 

On the twenty fixth of March 
the houfe was moved in a com, 
taittce to come to certain relolue 
Lions, 
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tions, propofed by Mr. Pitt, and Portugal, Spanifh and : : 
the object of which was to reduce, wines, to a proportion =a u 
at leait pro tempore, and during lower than the new duties y et 
the acy of our negociations French wines. The refelutions wen in 
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CHAPTER V. 


Confolidation of Cufioms. Budget. 


NE of the fubjects, which 

had been fuggeited to the at- 
tention of parliament in the fpeech 
from the throne, and which had ex- 
cited confiderable expectation, was 
the intended confolidation of the 
cuftoms. Mr. Pitt opened this 
bufinefs to the houfe of commons 
on the twenty fixth of February ; 
and we cannot better explain the 
nature of the meafure, than by ex- 
tracting the language he employed 
upon this occafion. 

It was not neceffary for him to 
infift upon the great importance of 
the fubject, or to expatiste on the 
mivantages it was intended to pro- 
duce. When he confidered them, 
it appeared more difficult to ac- 
count for the long delay of this 
proceeding, than to prove the pro- 

iety of now adopting it. The 
wncreafing commerce of this coun- 
try on. the one hand, and its ac- 
cumulated burthens on the other, 
had fo widely exceeded the expec- 
tation of our ance(tors, and all the 
grounds of calculation on which 
they founded their fyitem of ti- 
nance, that the principles they a- 
dopted, though fuiticiently fuited 
to the narrow and confined fcale of 
our former exigencies and refources, 
were no longer applicable, The 


Farming of the Poft Horfe Tax. Lp 
tery Bill. Mutiny Bill. Spanifh Convention. 


confequences of retainine the off 
principle under the altered circum 
itances of the country, had been ig 
feveral points of view highly de. 
trimental to the interefts of the ms 
tion. Mr. Pitt entered into the 
hiftory of our revenues, and flated, 
that the firft inftitution of the fub t 
fitting duties of cuftom was made c 
by a ftatute in the twelfth year of c 
king Charles the Second, under the t 
names of tonnage and poundage; c 
the firft an impofition upon wine é 
meafured by the quantity import t 
ed, and the feconda duty ad vw t 
t 
t 
{ 
( 
( 
| 
‘ 
| 
' 





lorem upon all other articles. The 
laft was therefore liable to grea 
inaccuracies. It was not calcula 
ed according to the real value o 
the commodities, but by an arbe 
trary value, perhaps the market 
price of the article at the time d 
impofing the duty. The conit 
quence of fuch a mode of taxation 
frequently was, that in goods ¢ 
one general deicription the duty 
was the fame; fo that it either 
operated as a prohibition upon the 
coaricr manufactures, or was not 
at all felt by the more perfet | 
This principle, when once adopt 
ed, was purlved in every frefh fub 
fidy. In fome inftances it had ope 
rated, by impofing additional dv 
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tics, calculated at fo much pes 
cent. upon the duty already pard; 
sn others it laid a farther duty of 
the fame deienption on a particular 
denomination of the commodity. 
Almott all the additional fubiidies 
had been appropriated to fome ipe- 
cife fund for the payment of cer- 
tain annuities. There muti. there- 
fore be a feparate calculation for 
each made at the cuftom houfe ; 
and from the complexity of the 
whole fyftem it was {carcely potli- 
ble, that any merchant fhould be 
acquainted, by any calculations of 
his own, with the exact amount of 
what he was to pay. It was extta- 
ordinary, that confequences in a 
high degree ferious had not refult- 
ed from this evil. The fact was 
however, that fome perfons em- 
loyed in the cullom houte, and 
whofe whole time was dedicated to 
the bufinefs, had, for the eafe and 
convenience of the traders and mer- 
chants, arranged a general view of 
the cuftoms in the form of a book 
of rates, which was found in a 
certain degree ufeful. But the u- 
tility arifing from fuch a compila- 
tion could not be of very long 
ftanding, when it was contidered, 
that in every fetlion of parliament 
there was fome alteration made in 
feveral of the duties, and that each 
of thefe alterations totally unhing- 
ed and overturned the ufe of every 
preceding calculation. Belfide this, 
though the calculation contained 
in the book of rates might be ever 
fo accurate, the merchant could 
not go to the cultom houfe and 
enter his goods iminediately, pay- 
ing the fum there flated, but mutt 
Wait, as if no fuch book had exift- 
ed, till all the ufual calculaiions on 
each fubfidy had been mace; fo 
that in point of time nothing was 
faved. Mr. Pitt added, that the 
fame abufes prevailed, though not 


in an equal degree, im the offices of 
the excite, and of the ftamp duties ; 
and were theretore included in his 
plan. 

The mode, by which he pro- 
poied to remedy this great abufe, 
was by abolifhing all the duties 
that now fubfitted in this contufed 
and complex manner, and to fub- 
{titute in their ftead one fingle duty 
on each article, amounting as near- 
ly as poflible to the aggregate of 
the various fubfidies now paid, 
only, where a fraction was found 
in any of the fums, to change the 
fraction for the nearett integral 
number, ulually taking the higher 
rather than the lower. This ad- 
vance would produce an increafe in 
the revenue to the .amount of 
20,0001. per annum; and would 
lay upon the public a burthen, 
moit amply compenfated by the re- 
lief, which the merchant would ex- 
perience from the intended altera- 
tion. In fome few articles it was 
Mr. Pitt’s intention to introduce 
regulations of a much greater ex- 
tent, particularly in certain fpecies 
of umber, and io the duty upon 
drugs, which laft it would be ne- 
ceflary to reduce, as by their pre- 
fent amount the fair trader was 
nearly driven out of the market, 
and the whole bulinefs thrown into 
the hands of the fmuggler. 

Mr. Pitt thought it neceflary to 
add fome remarks upon the ettect 
ot the intended meafure upon the 
fecurity of the public creditor. 
Many of the fublidies to be abolifh- 
ed were appropriated to the pay- 
ment of certain ipecified annuitants, 
and fome of the annuitants were of 
confequence entitled to a priority 
of payment. But this priority it 
was by no means his intention to 
afte‘t, fince it might as well he 
maintained by paying all the pub- 
lic creditors out of one general 

fund, 
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fund, as by the prefent method. 
He added, that the ftate had in his 
apprehenfion a right to make fuch 
aleecntiage in the nature ef its fecu- 
rities as fhould appear convenient 
and neceflary, always taking care, 
that the new fecurity fhould be 
fubftantially equivalent to that 
which had preceded. To difpute 
this right of the legiflature, would, 
if the argument were carried to its 
utmoft extent, preclude the poffi- 
bility of ever making any alteration 
in ‘a tax, which might once have 
been adopted, or of repealing a 
burthen, which might in practice 
have been found ever fo undefira- 
ble and impolitic. The more com- 
pletely however to remove every 
fhadow of objection, he fhould re- 
commend, that, not only all the 
feveral funds then confolidated 
fhould become chargeable with the 
public debt, but that every other 
re{durce of the country fhould be 
made a collateral fecurity, even to 
the aids of the current year. Not- 
withitanding however his opinion 
of the right of the legiflature, he 
thought that it ought not to be ex- 
erted, if it could be avoided, with- 
out firit obtaining the confent of 
the feveral creditors, ‘This con- 
fent was to be taken, by allowing 
them proper time to make their 
objections ; and, if none were made, 
to conftrue their filence into acqui- 
efeence. Mr. Pitt added, that he 
fhould not at prefent en:er into the 
derail of the feveral refolutions, 
but fhould fatisfy himfelf with hav- 
ing them all underitood as having 
been read pro forma, pledging him- 
felf at the fame time, that he would 
not fuffer any refolution of the 
whole volume, (for they amounted 
to above three thoufand in num- 
ber) which appeared to him of 
‘confiderable magnicude and import- 
ance, to pals without a particular 
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and fpecific notice. He had ging 
no ordinary fhare of attention to 
the bufinefs; he had not left one 
perfon unconfulted from whom any 
information could be obtaj 
and the greateft diligence had beg 
ufed, to circulate the plan 
the moft refpectable of thofe pet 
fons, who were immediately con 
cerned in its operation and effeds, 
Of confequence he flattered hig. 
felf, that he came forward on th 
fubject fupported by the belt of d 
poffible authorities, the informatioy 
of the moft enlightened perfons 
all parts of the bufinefs, and th 
univerfal confent of thofe wh 
were mott interetted in the event, 

The introduction of this meafar 
occafioned no debate. The objed 
was fo clearly advantageous, a8 
command the concurrence of e 
defcription of members in the howl 
of commons; and Mr. Burke, whe 
rofe immediately after the miniter, 
rig, that it did not becom 

im, or thofe who like him unfor 
tunately felt it to be frequently 
their duty to oppofe the meafum 
of government, to content them 
felves. with a fullen acquiefcenee, 
but on the contrary to rife map 
fully, to do juftice to the meafur, 
and to return their thanks to i 
author on behalf of themfelves an 
their country. Sir Grey Cooper 
thought proper to mention, thi 
the fcheme had made a confiderable 
progrefs during the adminiltration 
of lord North, that a regular cor 
refpondence had been carried 0 
by himfelf for that purpofe in Ue 
years 1780 and 1781 with a vey 
intelligent perfon then in the com 
miflion of the cuftoms, and that bi 
noble friend had had it much # 
heart to bring it to the maturity,# 
which it had now arrived. 

The only refolution in the com 
mittee of the whole houfe “Prem 








sa 


S88 


52332 Ft 


Fees 


zRES 


S25 tes = 


= 


oe 


vm 
nt: 
S 





FOREIGN 


ed to take into confideration the 
confolidation of the cuftoms, that 
occafioned any debate, was moved 
by Mr. Pitt on the thirteenth of 
March, and had for its object the 
reduation of the duties upon bran- 
dies to the rate of five fhillings per 
gallon. This, as Mr. Pitt obferv- 
ed, was two fhillings lower than 
the ftandard provided for by the 
treaty ; and he refted the policy of 
the meafure upon its tendency to 
counteract and overthrow the con- 
traband trade. The difference be- 
tween the quantity of brandy 
{fmuggled, and that which had 
been legally imported and paid the 
duty, judging from an average of 
three years, Was enormous; the 
former amounting to abeut four 
millions of gallons, while the latter 
did not exceed fix or feven hun- 
dred thoufand. Were the whole of 
the intended reduction of duty to 
operate as an uncompenfated reduc- 
tion upon the revenue, the lots 
would indeed amount to the fum 
of 200,c001, per anuum. But an 
increafed importation of eight hun- 
dred thoufand gallons, dedutcted 
from the four millions at prefent il- 
legally imported, would form a 
fufhcient compenfation; and he 
had a right to expect much more. 
There had been famples of the dif- 
ferent forts of brandy collected at 
the places of importation with an 
account of their firft coft; and 
thefe famples, having been expreff- 
ly examined by the principal mer- 
chants, he had the authority of 
thofe gentlemen in fayiag, that in 
almoft every different fort the fair 
trader, under the prefent reduction, 
would abfolutely be able to under- 
fell the fmugeler. Flattering how- 
ever as this profpect was, there was 
another method which he intended 
to adopt, that would fecure a con- 
lidacalelc part of the neceflary com. 
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penfation, and not leave the whole 
to an unavoidable rifk ; and would 
befide operate as an anfwer to an- 
other objectionable confequence, 
the introducing a more extended 
ufe of {pirituous liquors among the 
common people ; and this method 
was the rfifing the price of licences 
to the retailers of fuch liquors. 
Lord Penrhyn in reply to Mr, Pitt 
obferved upon the fatal confe. 

uences that would refult from 
ae propofed regulation to the im- 

ortation of rum from the Weft 
fadian iflands ; and declared, that 
he was authorized by the unanim- 
ous Opinion of a large meeting of 
planters and merchants to fay, that 
our rums would not be able to ftand 
a competition with the brandies, 
and mutt be totally driven out of 
the market. Mr. Sheridan lament- 
ed, that Mr. Pitt had not been able 
to obtain the accounts of the quan- 
tity of brandy fmuggled into this 
country, before the conclufion of 
the treaty, as France would cer- 
tainly have given an equivalent for 
the benefit of having her brandies 
imported into Great Britain ac fo 
low aduty. The refolution, like 
all the others in the fy fem of the 
confolidation, was carried without 
a divifion, 

Mr. Pitt having moved for leave 
to bring in a bill purfuant to the 
refolutions relative to the French 
treaty and the confolidated duties ; 
fir Grey Cooper objected to the 
propofition. He faid, that, if it 
had not been for the fortuitous cir- 
cumftance, that in the fame feffion, 
whea a great innovation in the 
cominerce of the kingdom was pro- 
pofed, the bill, which had long 
been in contemplation, for fimpli- 
fying the duties of cuftoms had 
been brought forward, there muft 
neceffirily have been a feparate and 
diftinct bill tar rendering effectual 

the 
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the tariff of the French treaty. Ad- 
vantage had been taken of this 
event, and, as it appeared to him, 
an unfair and unparliamentary ad. 
vantage, to keep the treaty as much 
as ble out of the tight and out 
of the mind of the houle, He was 
aware, that it had been too much 
the practice, to put together in the 
fame bill propoiitions and claufes, 
which had no immediate relation 
to each other, contrary to the {pi- 
rit of parliamentary order. But in 
thofe cafes the propolitions taken 
feparately were feldom fuch, as to 
be liable to any objection in either 
houfe. To adopt this proceeding 
in cafes, where tt was known, that 
one of the component parts of the 
bill would be tirenuoufly oppofed, 
was in effect to preclude both houtes 
from exerciling their undoubted 
privilege, and to tell them in ovher 
words, that, if they diflented trom 
a propolition of a very queitionable 
nature, they mutt do it at the peril 
of rejecting a meafure, univertally 
conceived to be of the highe!l pub- 
lic advantage. He accordingly 
fuggefted as an amendment to Mr. 
Piu’s motion, to infert the words 
¢¢a bill or bills;” and his amend- 
ment was fupported by Mr. Mar- 
tin, Mr. Huticy, and Mr. Sheri- 
dan. The houle divided upon the 
queition, ayes 64, noes 137. 

The temper of the houfe of com- 
mons has of late years been tuch, 
as to incline them to a more dif- 
pafionate and impartial examination 
of the propolitions that are brought 
before them, than has been exem- 
plified in former periods of our hif- 
tory. The miniiler, though in a 
high degree popular and re{pected, 
has been left in a minority upon 
fome queftion, which has been con- 
fidered as interefting to our liberty 
and>our conititution, in almoit 
every icilion of the prefent parlia- 


ment. A party has been fy 
among what are tlyled the coy 
gentlemen, different from what 
bore the denomination of a coun 
party in the time of our fathers, 
and whofe object has been to hold 
a kind of balance between the mi. 
niltry and their adverfaries, to vox 
generally with the former, but y 
on queftions where reafun and juf 
tice feemed to be with the latter, a 
cannot fail ever and anon to be the 
cafe in the eyes of a perion ep. 
tirely divetted of prejudice, then ty 
change their fide, and, as it fre. 
quently happened, to prove a cafe 
ing weight in the fcale of oppo. 
fition. 

Two queftions, which were thus 
taken up by the country gentle 
men at the period of which we are 
treating, and upon which of con 
fequence the flyle of conftitutional 
queitions was bellowed, were that 
relatively to the addre{s upon the 
commercial treaty, and the quettios 
now ftarted by fir Grey Cooper, 
refpecting the propriety of includ 
ing the two great minifterial objets 
of the fellion in one bill. This 
queftion was accordingly revived 
on the twenty-firft of March, four 
teen days after it had firft been de. 
bated, by a propofition, moved by 
Mr. Battard, and feconded by fi 
Wiliam Lemon, for inttructing the 
committee upon the contefted bill, 
to divide it into two, if they thought 
proper. By Mr. Baftard it was 
remarked, that, reluctant as he was 
to impede the meafures of adminr 
tration, he was relieved from that 
embarraffinent, by the circumbtanet 
of his having given his fupport 
each of the meafures comprehen 
ed in the bill. He had, therefor, 
no motive to bring forward the 
prefent motion, except what off 
ginated in his regard to the c 
tution, and in his perfuafion, * 
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the meafure now urged by the mi- 
nitter was an infringement on if. 
Jn bis opinion it was almoft treach- 
ery to their conftituents, for that 
houfe to fubmit to the evafion of a 
feparate and diftinct vote, by fut- 
fering the two objects to be put into 
one till. If it were admitted, a 
recedent would now be eftablith- 
ed, which might hereafter be car- 
ried to a length highly to be depre- 
cated; and the moit atrocioufly 
bad meafure might be forced through 
the houfe by a corrupt adminiftra- 
tion, under the cover of a ood 
and favourite meafure, with which 
jt might be coupled, Though 
he acquitted Mr. Pitt of any im- 

roper motive, he was therefore 
obliged to exert himfelf in oppo- 
fition to a proceeding, which was 
pregnant with the moft fatal con- 
fequences. 

Mr. Fitt replied, that Mr. Baf- 
tard had done him no more than 
juitice in acquitting him of any 
difingenuous intention in coupling 
the two objects in one bill; for in 
fact, inftead of thus fecuring the 
accomplifhment of the more excep- 
tionabie meafure, he rather ran the 
greater rik, fince it was certainly 
more to be apprehended, that gen- 
tlemen would oppofe a meafure, one 
part of which was difagreeable to 
them, than that they would fup- 
port a meafure, part of which only 
they approved. And by this prin- 
ciple he wifhed the houfe to regu- 
late its practice, fince, by rejecting 
the whole together, they would by 
no means be precluded from taking 
up again feparately that which was 
hor liable to objection. Mr. Pitt 
argued the impracticability of com- 
plying with the motion, fince, if 
the plons were introduced feparate- 
ly; one of two things muft take 
place: either the treaty muft have 
the priority, and im that cafe there 
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muft be a confiderable teduion in 
the duties on French commodities, 
duties already appropriated to pare 
ticular funds for paying the interett 
of the public debt, without the in- 
troduction of an equivalent, and of 
confequence the tunds muff be di- 
minifhed ; or on the other hand, 
the plan of confolidation mult be 
firit carried into execution, and 
the dutics on French commodities 
muft neceflarily be regulated, be- 
fore the neceflity of fuch regula. 
tions had been recoguifed by par- 
liament. Sir Grey Cooper replied, 
that arguments from inconvenience 
could not juftify a departure frony 
the rules and orders ot parliament 
ary proceeding; and that there 
certainly ought to be a feparate 
book of rates for dutics, which 
were to laft only for twelve years 
He added, that motions for inftrue- 
tions, fimilat to that propofed by 
Mr. Baftard, had never in any ine 
ftlance been refufed; and that the 
propriety of the prefent motion 
was manifeft, fince the coninions 
were entitled to infift, that the lords 
fhould make no alteration in a bill 
of fupply, though they had nevet 
been fo abfurd as to deny the pri« 
vilege of that branch of the legifs 
lature, to give their diftinét affir. 
mative or negative to every propo- 
fition that fhould be brought before 
them. ‘The motion was fupported 
by Mr. Fox and Mr. Vyner, and 
oppofed by Mr. Grenville, and, 
the houfe having divided upon the 
queftion, the numbers appeared, 
ayes 65, nocs 184. 

Another point was ftrongly and 
repeatedly urged by fir Grey Coo- 
pet, though it was not fo generall 
efpoufed, nor appeared to make 
deep an impreffion upon the houfe. 
This was the corifideration, that, 
though the committee for forming 
ghefe refolutions had received no 

F infrus- 
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infirudtion, but the general one for 
confidering fo much of the king’s 
h as related to the fimplitying 
blic accounts, yet in reality 
they had impofed new taxes by 
inore than one hundred refolutions 
upon timber for fhip-building, 
deals, battens, and flaves, and they 
had even been made the vehicle for 
reducing the duty upon Portugal 
wines. If this mode of proceed- 
ing, which he conceived had pafl- 
ed by inadvertency, fhould be a- 
dopted as regular, a minifter might 
in future carve a committee out of 
a paragraph in the king’s fpeech, 
containing general and indefinite 
words, fuch as commercial regula- 
tions, or plans for liquidating the 
national debt, and thus dilpenfe 
with all the ancient forms and efta- 
blithed wifdom ef parliament. Sir 
Grey Cooper therefore moved, that 
the refolutions be recommitted, and 
that fuitable infiructions be given 
to the committee for their adoption. 
Mr. Pitt undertook to demoniirate, 
that the motion was futile and nu- 
gatory, and that it was abfurd to 
imagine, that the refolution, which 
had led to the forming of the com- 
mittee, bad intended nothing more 
than a fimplification uf the cuftoms, 
by advancing the amount of the 
feveral duties in which there ap- 
peared fractional numbers, fince this 
alone, inftead of fimplitying, would 
have proved the means of addition- 
al confufion in the tranfactions of 
the revenue. The motion was ne- 
gatived without a divifion. 
In one of thefe later ftages of the 
bufinefs, the queftion was again 
taken up by Mr. Francis refpecting 
the duty on French laces, and it 
then appeared by the joint repre- 
feuntations of Mr, Francis and Mr. 
Pitt, that. the duty on thread laces 
would be feventeen fhillings and 
even pence per dozen yards, and 
: 2 
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that filk laces of every fort 
continue under an actual and @ 
prefs prohibition. Both thefe 
ticles were diffatistactory to. Me 
Francis, fince nothing could be 
more abfurd than the uniform 
of feventeen fhillings and fere 
pence, which bore indifcriming 
on the quantity of the thread lacts, 
without diftinguilhing betrweenthye 
of two pence and thofe of ten pence 
per yard; and fince he was wel 
afflured, that the French filk lace 
made feven tenths at leatt of the cop 
fumption of the Britith dominiog 
in that article, to the amounta 
300,000 I. per annum; a confu 
tion which deferved to be } 
lized, and from which an annul 
revenue of 30,0001. might be 
raifed, without injury, and even 
with advantage to our commerce 
In the laft ftage of the bufinefs Mn 
Sheridan alfo revived the queltio 
refpecting an arrangement with 
Ireland, and intimated an intention 
of f{peedily bringing forward amo 
tion of his own upon the fubjed, 
whichintention, it fhould feem, & 
was afterwards induced to pofipon, 
‘bhe houfe divided on the four 
of April upon the queftion that th 
bill do pafs, ayes 119, noes 43. 
The confolidation aé did not pa 
the houfe of lords without exciting 
fome debate upon the queition tt 
pecting the propricty of its being 
divided into two bills. In relatos 
to this point lord Stormont allude 
to the dianding order of the houl, 
by which it was declared, th 
“the annexing any foreign matt 
to a bill of aid or fupply wa ® 
unparliamentary proceeding, a 
deftructive of an effential principlet 
the conflitution.” Lord Hawkt 
bury admitted that the ttanding# 
der was founded in the bet policy: 
but he obferved, that the bills, * 
which it referred, and which 
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heen the object of the protefis of 
that houfe, were bills of fupply for 
the fervice of the year, and not 
monev bills of the nature ot the 
prefent, where the money was a 
duninutive object, and came in, not 
asa marter of fupply, but collate- 
rally as the branch of a fyttem. 
Lord Loughborough on the other 
hand reprobated this diftinction, 
as a novelty of the moft alarmog 
and dangerous nature. He con- 
tended, that the dignity of the houfe 
was annihilated, and their ufe in 
the legiflacure at an end, if they 
were to be excluded from the exer- 
cife of their diferéetion, whenever 
the houfe of commons chofe to in- 
ferta claufe about money, in any 
bill, that they wifhed co refcue 
from the danger of deliberation. 
The objection was further inforced 
by lord Carlitle and lord Portchef- 
ter, and aniwered by lord Sydney, 
lord Walfingham, the earl of Hope- 
toun, and lord Thurlow. The 
houfe divided upon the queftion, 
whether under thefe circumitances 
the bill fhould be permitted to go 
to a committee, contents 70, not 
coimwtents 2Q. 

On the twentieth of April Mr. 
Pitt opened the budget for the year 
1787, in the committee of the whole 
houle tor the confideration of ways 
and means. Jt was a matter of 
much farisfa¢tion to him, and he 
doubred not that the houfe would 
rejoice to hear, that he had fuch an 
account to lay betore them of the 
ftate of our finances, as would fhew 
that the promifing picture, which 
he had on former occations deline- 
ated, was by no means flattering 
and unfounded. The fervices of 
the vear would be found to be am- 
ply provided for, though it had 
not yet been practicable to reduce 
many of our moft expentive depart- 
ments to the level of what might 
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have been expééted, and what the 
felect committee of the preceding 
feffion had defcribed as an adequate 
peace eftablifhment, At the fame 
time the plan for the diminution of 
the national debt had been ftrictly 
purfued, and the feveral quarterly 
payments of 250,0001. regularly 
made, Mr. Pitt enumerated the 
articles of fupply, and obferved, 
that the navy, for which 2,286,000. 
had been voted, and the army for 
which 1,8°0,0001. had been voted, 
exceeded the eftimate of the com- 
mittee of revenue, the one in 
486,o001, the other in 230,000}. 
The ordnance, for which 3 28,5501. 
had been voted, fell fumewhat 
fhhort of the eftimate of that branch 
of the public fervice made by the 
committee. ‘The whole of the fup- 
ply for the prefent year amounted 
to 6,676,0001; and in the ways and 
means, out of which this fum was 
to arifc, Mr. Pitt included the fur- 
plus of the inking fund 1,226,0001; 
a payment to be made by the Eatt 
Ind). company 220,0001; the ba- 
lance of thearmy accounts 210,000l; 
and the benefits refulting from the 
confolidation at, together with 
40,0001, for the article of cambries, 
100,0001. There had he ob‘erv- 
ed been an uncommon falling off 
in the receipts of the cuftoms for 
the lait year, Which was partly ow- 
ing to an unfortunate feafon in the 
Weit Indies, fo that ‘in the fingle 
article of fugar there was a deficicn- 
cy of 350,000 1; at pene to the 
general fufpenfion of commercial 
{peculation, which refulted from 
the depending negociation of fo 
many treaties of commerce ‘with 
foreien nations. This circumftance 
would .be fo far from continuing, 
that our revenue of cuftoms wor fi 
experience an uncommon advance 
in the current year, even greater 
than it could be expected would be 
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lafing. The prefent feafon in the 
Weft Indies promifed to be the 
mof productive that had almott 
ever been known ; and our foreign 
commerce, no longer obftructed by 
our unfettled inrercourfe with ocher 
pations, but on the contrary having 
many new and extenfive markets 
Opened for it, would return again 
with that fpring and elaflicity, 
which always fucceeced rettruint. 
This increafe of the euftoms he 
would take at 25c,cool; and he citi- 
mated the whole of our refources 
at the {um of 6,767,0001; fo that 
there remained a furplus of 91,0001. 

Mr. Sheridan faid, that the air 
of criumph afflumed by Mr. Pitt fat 
but aukwardly upon him, at the 
foment, when he fhould have con- 
ceived another fort of demeanour 
would have better become the hu- 
miliating fitwation, which obliged 
him to flate the finances of the 
kingdom to be in fo different a con- 
dition, from that, which had been 
fo confidently aflumed for the pre- 
tent year, by the report of the 
committee ot revenue. Ir was 
evident, that the reccipt of the 
laft year fell fhort of the year 
that had preeeded it by goo,ooo I. 
He added, that he was concerned 
to hear the article of the Eait India 
company mentioned as one of our 
tefources, a c?rcumfance, which a- 
bone was fuflicient to fill his mind 
with great doubt and fufpicion of 
the foundnefs of all the various ex- 
peflations, which entered isto the 
detail of the minifterial budget, 
Mr. Grenville, in reply to Mr. 
Sheridan, defended the contefted re- 
por’s and obferved upon the parti- 
calar of the Eait Indian account, 
that there was no one of her re- 
fources, to which this country could 
look up with more aflurance, than 
to our poffeiions in that part of 
the world, The minier, who 
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fhould atrempt to delude the 
of commons on a fubiect of fo m 
importance, as that which the 
were now confidering, would de. 
ferve every poflible cenfure, By 
at the fame trme he mutt maintain, 
that the converfe of the prepolitiog 
was equally true, and that neither 
eught any man, fond of ¢l 
ideas, to hold up a defponding pic. 
ture of our finances, and endeavour 
to imprefs the houfe with a melap. 
choly profpect, at a time whe 
there was fo much reafon to fed 
fatisfied. 

The examination of the 
was refumed by Mr. Sheridan on 
the report upon the following day, 
He animadverted upon feveral art- 
cles that Mr. Pitt had enumerated 
in his lift of ways and means; and 
the tirft he mentioned was the fum 
of 100,c00 1. to be drawn ffm the 
duty gpon cambric and the confolis 
dation of the cuftoms. Of this fum 
Mr. Pitt had afflumed 40,cool, # 
the revenue upon eambric ; and of 
courfe 60,000 |. mutt be fuppofed 
to remain, as the produce of the 
confolidation. Mr. Sheridan re 
ferred to the fpecch with which 
Mr. Pitt had opened that fubjed, 
and appealed to the houfe, whether 
he had taken credit for more than 
20,000 1, as the advantage to the 
tevenue; and that likely to arife 
from the mere alteration of the 
fractions into the next higher inte 
gral nimbers. Upon this circum 
ftance Mr. Sheridan made two ani 
madverfions. I: was evident from 
the more recent ftatement, that 
40,000 kt. had been hevied upon the 
public in new taxes, and that in &@ 
hlent and concealed a way, that he 
was convinced the houfe in g 
had been unapprifeé of the faGy 
till that moment. Small too was 
the right, under thefe cifcuft 
ftances, of the minifler to boallj 
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that the revenue afforded a furplus 
without his being under the necef- 
fty of impofing new taxes. The 
pext article was 250,000 |, for an 
expected increafe of the cuttoms. 
Jt ought however to be remembers 
ed, that the reduction of the duties 
on wive and fpirizs would make a 
deficiency of 4-0,000 1, and that of 
confequence the increale which was 
thus confidently affumed mutt pro- 
duce 650,0001, before it could 
come up to the minifters idea. The 
30,0001, ftated as due from the 
Eat India company, would cer- 
tainly by no other minifter haye 
been carried to the revenue of the 
year, and, inftead of an aid to that 
amount, was entitled to no better 
a defcription, than that of a lawfuie 
with a good title. With regard to 
the army favings, and cafual fums 
which might arife from the balance 
of accountants, or from the more 
fuccefsful collection of the taxes, 
thefe ought not to be reckoned up. 
on, if we confidered, that there 
were provifions fooner or later to 
be made on account of the royal 
family, the loyaliits and other hr. 
vices, which mult demand fums, 
ter larger than the produce in quef- 
won. Upon the whole of the ways 
and means there was a real deti- 
ciency, and, however it might be 
glofled over, a dav would arrive, 
when the minifler would wifh, that 
he had ventured to come boldly 
forward with fome decifive mea- 
fure, applicable to the real fituation 
ot the country, , 

Mr. Dundas undertook to ex- 
plain the nature of the demand’ of 
320,000 1. from the Eatt India com- 
pany. By aclaufe of the Eatt In- 
dia bill of 1781 the company was 
t9 pay 20,0001, for the fubfitt- 
ence of every Britifh regiment 
ferving in India; “the payment 
t9 be made in the time of ¢r- 
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vice and in the country of India 
This fum the company had been 
unable to difcharge in due courfe, 
and thence the debt had arifen, 
Nor was this the whole of the 
debt. A fum of 500,000]. wag 
due for the army, and afum nearly 
equal for victualling and other ar- 
titles, It was therefore only @ 
{mall part of our claim, of which 
the government demanded the im- 
mediate payment. In the courfe 
ot the debate Mr. Grenvilleaccufed 
the fecrct committee for preparing 
charges againft Mr, Hajttings, of 
taking advantage of the power of 
ealling for papers, and bringing 
forward a partial reprefentation res 
latively to the ftate of aflairs in In- 
dia, which was by no means con: 
nected with the immediate object of 
their appointment. Mr. Burke re- 
pelled this accufation. He obferv- 
ed, that fo far was Mr, Sheridan 
from being liable to fuch 4 charge, 
that the fecret committee had not 
been aflifted by him more thah 
once, and thea only for half an 
hour, With regard to himfelf, 
who was the perfon perhaps moft 
affiduoufly intent on the fubject of 
the committee, he was profoundly 
ignorant concerning the fate of 
affairs in India, and fo wholly oc- 
cupied with his immediate object, 
that he had not once thought of 
attending to any fecondary confi- 
derations. The fpeakers in de- 
fence of the budget were lord New- 
haven, lord Mulgrave and Mr. 
Steele ; and thofe by whom its ar- 
ticles were difputed were Mr. Ba- 
ring, Mr. Fox and fir Grey Coop- 
er. 
On the feventh of May Mr. 
Dundas opened to the houfe, as he 
had done upon fome former occa- 
fions, what he ftyled the budget of 
India. He obferved, that it had 


- always been ‘his opinion, that the 
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affairs of that country fhould be 
blic, as’ he conceived it to be 
fi bly unbecoming, that any part 
the empire thould be in the re- 
t of a revenue of five millions, 
maintain an army of feventy 
or eighty thoufand men, without 
its being known to the houfe of 
commons, how that revenue was 
difburfed, and why fuch an elfta- 
blifiment was fupported, Mr. 
Dundas ftated the debt in India at 
its higheit poffible amount, as nine 
millions flerling ; and he aflerted, 
that the revenues of the lait year 
afforded a furplus of 1,800,0c001; 
and that the forsial of the current 
year in Benga! alone would amount 
to 2,000,000 1, At home the com- 
pany had a furplus futlicient to pay 
the prefent demand that was made 
upon them by government, and the 
debts in this country would be paid 
off by the year 1790, when he was 
decidedly of opinion that the debt 
in India ought to be brought by 
inve(llments to England. ‘The fur- 
Eve at the lowell eftimation would 
fufficient for the purchafe of the 
inveitment to China, and ought to 
be fo employed. Mr. Dundas was 
fatisfied, that India was the lait 
quarter, in which a prudent enemy 
would with to attack us. They 
would have to engage with a nu- 
merous army, and a large furplus, 
which in cafe of hoftilities might be 
withdrawn from the purpofe of the 
inveftment, and immediately ap- 
plied to the fervice of the war. 
Our poffeffions in India were, pro. 
perly confidered, the brighteit jew- 
el in the Britifh diadem, and de- 
ferved a proportionable attention 
from the public. The prefent 


ce) 


meafure would be a check upon all 
future governments in that coun. 
try ; and, by reports being made 
every year, the houfe would be in- 
iqrmed of every increafe of efta- 
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blifhment, and be able immediately 
to bring to account the governg 
by whom it was made. Phe pa 
tronage of the Eatt ought to be 
watched with a jealous eye, and, 
unlefs parliament exerted itfelt for 
that purpofe, they would not d@ 
juttice to their conitituents, Mr. 
Dundas concluded with movi 
propolitions refpecting the flate o 
the revenues of our Indian terri. 
tory in the form of refolutions, 
Mr. Francis ridiculed the fpecieg 
of confolation, which had been fug. 
gefted to the houfe by Mr. Dun. 
das. One part of that confolatiog 
was, that the company was nine 
millions in debt in Benval, whieh 
was taking it higher than it had 
ever been put by Mr. Francis, 
He afferted, that there was no fur 
plus, but on the contrary a com 
fiderable excets of expenditure, and 
he undertook to prove this from 
the accounts betore the houfe, 
But, if there had been a furplus, 
to adopt the propotition of taking 
a million annually out of Bengal, 
would be in the highett degree un 
wife, confidering the very fimall 
quantity of fpecie in circulation 
Better would it be to fcize Bengal, 
and dath it at once into the ocean, 
than to attempt a procecding fo a 
{urd and prepoiterous. Mr. Fram 
cis’s obfervations occafioncd fome 
altercation of a perfonal nature be 
tween him and Mr. Grenville, 
Mr. Burke acknowledged, that we 
had no reafon to dread any enemy 
in India, unlefs they were joined 
and fupported by an European ally. 
Among other fymptoms of the ill 
Rate of “that country, he tpoke of 
the increafed circulation of papet 
in Bengal at a large difcount, and 
afked if it were true, that the com 
pany paid their officers with papeh, 
which they refufed to receive back 
in payment them{elves ?. Mr. Burks 
wou 
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gould not admit that our provinces 
+9 {ndia were more flourifhing than 
any others; though, if they had 
been fo, it would not have been 
wonderful, fince they were the 
fineit and mott fertile parts of the 
country, While many of the neigh- 
bouring ditridis, Berar for inftance, 
were covered with immente moun- 
tains and uncultivated foreits. But 
jet it not be the hoalt of the minif- 
ter for India, that the Britifh pro- 
vinces were more flourifhing than 
the kinedom of Berar; let it be his 
triumph to fay, that the natives 
lived as happy, that the foil was 
as productive, and the revenues as 
ample, under the Brith’ govern- 
ment, as under the native princes, 
whom we had fucceeded. ‘The re- 
folutions were carried without a di- 
vifion. 

On the twenty-fixth of April 
Mr. Pitt prefented to the houfe of 
commons a bill, ttating, that noto- 
rious frauds had been committed in 
the collection of the tax on pott 
horfes, and providing that the tax 
fhould be tarmed, «s a remedy to 
the evil. He obferved, that every 
indiv:dual, who by law was liable 
to the tax, did in fact poy it; and 
that ot courfe a very great fum was 
levied on the public, though there 
was a large proportion of that fum, 
which, from the collufion between 
the collectors and the inn keepers, 
never found its way into the ex- 
chequer, ‘To the remedy he had 
to fuggeft there could in point of 
revenue be no poflible objection, 
fince the feveral diftricts were to be 
put up to public auction, and that 
at the prefent amount received in 
each, at the higheft rate it had 
ever produced; and, as doubtlefs 
there would be many candidates, 
they would rife one upon the other, 
tli they brought in nearly as much, 
a might be expected to be their 
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full value. He had heard it ob- 
jected, that there was wens | in 
the principle of fuch an eftablith- 
ment, repugnant to our conftitu- 
tion, and to the general fyftem of 
our revenue; but he could fee no 
well founded reafon for fuch an 
idea. Such a principle indeed pre- 
vailed in fome countries, where the 
government was arbitrary and def- 
potic ; but the oppreffions, which 
there atrended it, were not to be 
attributed to the fyitem of farming 
the revenues, but to rhe form of 
government. As the duty at pre- 
tent ftood, there were certain pow- 
ers given for the collettion of it; 
and the powers he propofed to give 
to the farmer, were no greater, 
than thofe which already exitted in 
the eftablifhed hands. The mea- 
fure in contemplation was not an 
innovation ; and to prove this Mr, 
Pitt referred to the turnpike duty, 
which was ufuslly conducted b 
the mode of farm, and to the crofs 
pofts, which had for many years 
been leafed out to the gentleman, 
who firit fuggetted them. Mr. Pitt 
added, that there was no reafon to 
apprehend, that the propofal might 
be extended tarther, and other 
branches of the revenue fubjected 
to a fimilar regulation, as there was 
fomething in this tax, which ren- 
dered it peculiarly proper to be put 
under that fyitem, and which hard- 
ly exifted in any other cafe. 

Mr. Marfham affirmed, that he 
did not imagine that he had at any 
time difcharged his duty more pro- 
perly, than in objecting to a mode 
of tO ty the public revenue, fo 
repugna® to the principles and 
practice of the conititution. He 
took a view of the returns of the 
tax for the laft four quarters, and 
remarked, that from thence it ap- 
peared, that the tax was a growing 
tax, fimce the lat quarter’s proe 
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duce exceeded the produce of the 
fuine quarter in the former year by 
the fum of 9,0co}l. He afked, had 
the board of revenue, in whole 
hands the management of the tax 
was vefied, prejented any memor 
rial to the treafury, flating, that 
the produce of the tax was declin- 
jing, and that fuch a regulation, as 
the bill enacted, appeared to them 
to be neceffary ? Mr. Marfham ad- 
mitted, that it did not appear, that 
the fuifering ‘the poft-horfe tax to 
be farmed would prove the fource 
of much abufe or oppreffion; but 
it eftabliflied the mode of tarming 
the public revenue, and in future 
times might juthty a wicked minii- 
ter in tic groffeft violation of the 
conftitution, All bad practices had 
been grounded upon precedents, 
moft of them introduced upon 
plaufible reafons, and where the 
ground of objection was weak in 
aimoit every other inflance, but that 
of the propriety of guarding againi 
the incroachment of mifchiet. 

' Mr. Baflard conceived, that fome 
proof ought to have been laid be- 
fore the houfe, that the frauds 
charged by the minifter did actually 
exift, before fuch a bill as the pre- 
fent had been introduced, and that 
an authentic return fhould have 
been made of the number of horfes 
kept by the various innkeepers in 
the kingdom, with a computation 
of the number of miles they might 
be fuppofed to travel. Mr. Fite 
had faid, that the public paid the 
tax individually, but, when paid, 
it did not find its way into the ex- 
chequer.. It the fact were fo, it 


only proved, ghat the board, to 
whofe management the collection 
of the tax was intrufled, was not 
fufficiently alert, and that they 
ought to fad means for remedying 
a neglect, which Isy wholly with 


themicives. He oblerved upon the 





late increafe of the tax, and a 
whether on that account it would 
not be better to poltpone the Meas 
fure, and to fuffer the public, ra, 
ther than the farmer, to benef 
by the progrefs of that increaje? 
By aclaute in the bill he faw, that 
the fe contractors were not to be 
deprived of their votes. This was 
the tree, whofe fruit the mini 
defired to pluck ; but he hoped the 
houfe would blatt that fruit in jg 
bud. Mr. Baftard added, that, ig 
adopting this meafure, the execy: 
tive government was giving up its 
refpontibility, and that, which wag 
the lait thing they fhould part with 
the powers of redrefs. I’ rovid 
the fubject were agyrieved, and come 
plained to that houfe, what was the 


anfwer they would be obliged to. 


return? They muft fay we have 
tied our hands; we have given 
away for three years the power of 
watching for your welfare ; we can 
de nothing til the contract is ex 
pired. Still tarther, the qualifica. 
tions of the contraciors made no 
part of the bill. No matter how 
bad their characters, provided they 
gave fufficient bail. fre recollected 
an orienta) obfervation, which came 
home to this point. It was come 
plained, that the character of oné 
vf the Indian contractors was n+ 
torioufly infamous ; and what wag 
the anfwer ? Why the lefs humane 
was the collector, the fitter he was 
for his office; and who knew, but 
that Gunga Govind Sing might 
hereafter farm the impofts of Lange 
lifhmen ? 

Mr. Fox was determined to op- 
pofe the bill, on the ground of its 
being certajn, if carried, very cone 
fiderably to increafe the influence, 
of thecrown. ‘The number of the, 
collectors muft be contiderably ene 
larged, and the appointment. of fa 
many new officers would give the 
crowa 
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itional influence. Every 
oan had lived through the 
exiflence of a war, knew what a 
contractor Was and did not every 
man know, how umproper the in- 
fluence was that was circulated 
through they ¢ The farmers ot the 
revenue would be contractors under 
another name, Shameful was the 
idea of there being a middie man 
between the fubject who paid 
the tax, and the exchequer that 
received it, a man, created for the 
purpole of growing rich out of the 
diltrefles, and at the expence of the 
public. The preceden: was in the 
higheit degree alarming, and re- 
quired to be warmly retiited in the 
outfet. Mr. Jolliffe remarked, that 
the produce of the poit-horfe tax 
increafed annually, and for the lait 
year had amounted to 114,000]; 
fo that 456,000 |. had been expend- 
ed in that mode of ‘travelling only. 
The bill was oppofed by Mr, She- 
ridan, Mr. Windham, lord Mait- 
land, Mr. Wilbrahain, fir Gregory 
Page ‘Turner, Mr. Sloper, Mr. 
alderman Townfend, and Mr, 
Dempfter. Its principle was vin- 
dicated by Mr. Grenville, Mr. Ar- 
den, Mr. Macdonald, Mr. Drake, 
Mr. Rolle, Mr. Addington, fir 
Williaa Moletworth, fir Richard 
Hill, fir James Johniftone, fir Ben- 
jamin Hamer, fir John Miller, Mr. 
Vowys and Mr. Martin, The 
houfe divided upon the fecond read- 
ing, ayes 62, noes gs; and upon 
the queition for going into a com- 
mittee, ayes 14°, noes 100. “The 
principle of the bill was aifo de- 
bated in the houle of lords on the 
tweaty-firit of May, when the 
{peakers againft the meafure were 
the duke ot Norfolk, lord Portchef- 
ter, lord Carlifle and lord Sror- 
mont; and its defenders lord Hope- 
toun, lord ‘Sownthend and lord 
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Hawkefbury. It paffed through the 


ufual ftages without a divifion. 

As it ts one of the principal ob- 
jeéts of fuch a narrative as ours, to 
record thofe fearures and charac 
teriflic circumflances, which dillin. 
guifh one’ year and one feflion of 

rliameat from another, it would 
be improper that we fhould omit to 
obferve, that the feffion of which 
we are treating had the honour to 
bring forward to public notice two 
young men, Mr. Charles Grey and 
Mr. William Lambton, of the mot 
diftinguifhed abilities and the mott 
promiting genius. The fentimenr 
of Mr. Grey upon the ciieslinkoctal 
treaty we have already recorded ; 
and we fhall have occafion to be- 
ftow upon him a farther notice in 
the courte of the prefeat volume, 
Mr. Lambton was among the op- 
poiers of the bill for farming the 
revenue of the potl-horfe tax. But 
the fubjeét, upon which he had firft 
offered himfelf to the attention of 
the houfe of commons, and upoy 
which he fpoke with greater com- 
pafs and ftrength, was the motion 
of Mr. Fox on the twenty-fourth 
of April, for the repeal of the tax 
upon retail fhops. 

Upon this ovcafion Mr. Fox 
ftated, among other arguments, an 
account of the proportions in which 
the fhop tax was affeffed. The whole 
revenue produced was 69,0001; 
17,0001, of which were paid by 
the city of Weltminfter, 12,000 1, 
by the city of London, and 12,000h 
by the adjacent villages, fuch as 
Marybone, High Houlborn, and 
Wapping; and he afked, whether 
forty-three flares for the metropoe 
lis out of fifty-nine, were not fo 
monftrous a difproportion, that 
every man who heard it muft be 
tlartled, and feel a conviction, that 
the tax was moit partial and unjut 
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wm its ion? Mr. bton, 
who followed Mr. Fox, covfefled 
his inability - refilt - ye 

rtunity of opening his lips for 
wee bri a within hole salt, 
with a remonilrance againit a par- 
tial, opprefiive and unjuit meature ; 
for fuch was the tax in quetlion, 
The reafonings of Mr. Fox appear- 
ed to him pertectly clear and de- 
monitrative; and the petitions or 
the initructions of the thopkeepers 
of London and Weiiminiler, who 
paid in a manner the whole of the 
tax, were, independently of all the 
aid of rhetoric, ivrefiftible. But he 
did not wonder, that fuch argu- 
ments were treated with levity by 
Mr. Pitt, who had commenced his 
career with the utmott difregard 
and contempt for the majority of 
the reprefentatives of Great Bri- 
tain. If, in thefe times of general 


tranquillity and peace, the people 
muit labour under taxes, partial, 
upjuil, and oppretlive, how difmal 
muit be the proipect they would ti- 


gure to themfe!ves in the cafe of a 
future war? He would repeat it: 
yn the cafe of a future war? for he 
was not infected with tRe new fa- 
fhioned Gallomania, which fo 
tirongly pofleffed the ruling. party 
in this country. He could not be 
fo fanguine, as to imagine the age 
of innocence to be restored, or to 
regard a long and uninterrupted te- 
ries of peaceful years, as one of the 
miany golden advantages to be de- 
mved from our new commercial 
connection, If then be were to 
calculate upon the chince of future 
boililities, he fhould for himfeli ex- 
pect, to tee his majelly’s chancellor 
of the exchequer afluming and ex- 
erciting the tyrannical power of a 
ate. governor-general-of Bengal, 
and Great Britain exhibiting a fcene 
ef Osicntal extortion. and periecus 
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tion, Mr. Lambton  concluileg 
with intreating the minitter, nog gg 
remain thus obitinatcly wedded to 
his own opinions, but to give this 
one inftance of condeiceofion, Sug 
an act would only be ttooping, if it 
could be called ftooping, to rife the 
higher; and he might be affured, 
that, by adopting it, far from for. 
feiting any reputation, he would 
confiderably add to his charaéter 
and popularity. The houfe divided 
upon Mr. Fox's motion, ayes 147, 
noes 153. 

On the feventh of May Mr. Pit 
moved a relolution in the committee 
of wavs and means, for inpofing 
the additional duty, which he had 
formerly fuggetted to the houfe, 
upon the licences of the retailers in 
{pirituous liquors, ‘The rates he 
propofed were trom two pounds per 
annum to five pounds four fhillings, 
in proportion to the different rents 
of the howfes. The produce of 
this additional tax he eitimated at 
80,cool. 

A bill was introduced by atimi- 
niftration, fo early as the fecond of 
February, for amending and ren 
dering more effectual the laws for 
fupprefling unlawful lotteries ; and 
the object of the bill was ttated by 
Mr. Rofe, to be the removal of the 
jucifdiction at prefent iodged in the 
juttices of the peace, and the vell- 
ing it in the judges of the courts of 
Weitminfler. The reafon of this 
change, ‘he flated, to be the general 
evation of the penalties, which was 
now practifed. ‘The procefs gene- 
rally iffued, directed the goods of 
the offender to be diftrained upon 
his premifes, and the offender had 
nothing to do, but to remove from 
Weitminiler into the city, or from 
the city into Weftminiler, in order 
to defy the power of the magiftrate. 
There was alfo a claufe in the bill 
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by which the infurance of whole 
tickets Was permitted to their im- 
mediate proprietors, while all other 
kinds of infurance upon lotteries 
were forbidden. This clauie was 
warmly oppofed by Mr. alderman 
Newnham, Mr, alderman Townt- 
end, Mr. Demptter, Mr. Francis, 
fir Grey Cooper, and Mr. Fox. 
Ry the latter it was remarked, that, 
while it was the proteiled object of 
the bill to difeourage gaming, it 
did that which no other act of par- 
liament bad ever done, and by ie- 
galizing one {pecies of infurance, 
opened a door toa thoufand eva- 
fons. He muft alfo oblerve, that 
the p-ffing fuch a bill as the pre- 
fent, juft upon the eve of diawing 
the lortery, had a very untfeemly 
appeara ce, and gave rile toa good 
deal ot fufpicion. In the mean 
time the public wduld reap no ad- 
vantage from the conicquent in- 
creafe-of the price ot tickets, fince 
they had long ago made their bar- 
gain, and received all they could 
gain. ‘Ihe houfe divided upon the 
clau'e, ayes, in favour of its mak- 
ing part of the bill, 126, noes 97. 
The fame kind of debate was ie- 
peated upon this bill in the houte 
of lords, when the contetted claufe 
was oppoled by lord Derby and lord 
Carlifle, and defended by the earl 
of Hopetoun. Lord Sydney in re- 
ply to the imputation of a collufion, 
which had been infinuated againit 
minitters, faid, that he was ac- 
quainted with no gamblers, and 
thanked his God that he never af- 
fociated with that defcription of 
men, let their rank or fituation in 
lite be ever fo high. Lord Stor- 
mont congratulated lord Sydney 
upon the virtuous circle of his ac- 
quaintance, but obferved that it 
mult be very confined, if it ex- 
cluded every man who made a bert 
above ten pounds; and exempted 
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that nobleman from the fociety of 
fome of the firlt, and molt of the 
greate{t characters in Europe, Lord 
Thurlow remarked, that a plein 
{tate of the queition would fhow, 
that the provilion was built upon 
the primary notions of juflice. Ie 
was fimply, whether a perfon, who 
had embarked a part of his fortune 
in any particular contingence, was 
to be admitted to the liberty of in- 
furing it againft the hazards arifin 

from fuch a fituation. He coul 

not conceive any reafon, why a to- 
leration or a legal authority fhould 
be given to one fet of individuals 
in certain initances of contingency, 
aud refuled to others in fimilar in- 
ftances. He entered into the hif- 
tory of lotteries, remarking upon 
the different degrees of caprice with 
which they had been treated at dif- 
ferent periods ; and obferved, that 
the tranfaction of infurance had not 
been declared illegal till the year 
1782. Lord Loughborough re- 
plied to lord Thurlow. He con- 
tended, that there was no refem- 
blance berween the infurance of 
merchandize and that which was 
authorized by the prefent bills In 
the former every precaution was 
exerted by the law, that the infurer 
fhould be paid in exact proporion 
to the lofs he had tuftained. But 
was there any provilion in the pre- 
fent bill for that purpofe ? On the 
contrary, gaming was legalized 
in the utmoft extent. Every per- 
fon holding a ticket might open a 
policy upon it, and by infuring it 
over und over again, might derive 
the moit multiplied and difpropor- 
tioned advantages. The debate con- 
cluded with an amendment moved 
by lord |! hurlow, that every infur- 
ed ticket fhould be depofited in fome 
place, to be appointed by the com- 
mifioners of the lottery for that 
purpofe. The bill was returned 
to 
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to the commons ; and, being rejected 
in conformity to the ufage ot that 


houfe, which did not admit the 


the lords to make amendments in a 
money pill, was again introduced 
as a new Dill, and pafled into a 


ay. 
" The fubject of the alteration of 
the mutiny bill, which had been 
made in the preceding year in or- 
der to incluce officers by brevet in 
the operation of military law, was 
revived as a topic of debwte in the 
prefent year, and received au ample 
difcufhon in beth houfes. It was 
now acknowlezed, that officers on 
half pay were not intended to be 
included, the contrary of which 
was reprefented by oppofition as 
refulting from the trict contiruction 
of the clauic; and it was argued, 
that there was no jult ground of 
diftinétion between them and brevet 
officers. The clauie was oppofed 
in the houfe of commons by colonel 
Fitzpatrick, fir aga Erikine, 
Mr. Jolliffe, Mr. Francis and Mr. 
Fox; and was defended by fir 
Charles Gould, fir George Yonge, 
and fir George Howard. Upon 
a divilion the numbers appeared, 
ayes 73, mocs 25. 

It was argued by lord Thurlow 
in the houle of lords, that the 
claufe did not in reality amount to 
an alteration of the mutiny bill, 
Previoufly to the opinion, lately 
delivered by the judges in the cafe 
of general Rofs, martial law had 
been underitood to extend to officers 
holding commiilions by brevet. 
he bell therefore did nothing 
more, than declare that exprefsly 
to be law, which had been under. 
ftood to be the law before. Lord 
Loughborough controveried this 

fition. In the cafe of ceneral 
Rots, no man could have thown a 
fironcer with to have his condu& 
invelhpated ; and who had fharted 


not any member of the long 

but the members of the court mar. 
tial themielves. Their knowled 
of the cuitoms and uface of thes 
own profeflion fuggefted the Cif. 
culty, and upon that the queftiog 
had come before the judges. Ag 
one of them, he had delivered hig 
opinion, the unanimous opinion of 
all; and, after he had delivered ig, 
he had heard from an infinite num 
ber of officers, that they fhould 
have been _exceedingly furprifed, 
had the decifion been other than it 
was. The claufe was oppofed by 
lord Stormont, lord Porichetler, and 
lord Rawdon; and vindicated 
lord Sydney, lord Hawkefbury, and 
the duke of Richmond. It was 
carried without a divifion, 

On the twenty-fixth of March 
lord Rawdon called the attention 
of the houfe of lords to the con- 
vent:on with Spain of the fixteenth 
of July 1786, and moved, as a fe- 
folution, that it did not meet the 
tavourable opinion of that hopie, 
The article, upon which he ani- 


the difficulty ? Not general Rok, 
robe ; 


madverted, was that, by which the 


Britith poffeflions upon the Mofquito 
fhore were furrendered, in exchange 
for a finall tract of land upon the 
bay of Honduras. He afferted, that 
we certainly could have made a 
better bargain, than to have ceded 
to Spain a tract of land, at leatt as 
large as the whole kingdom of Por- 
tugal, which yielded us cotton, in- 
digo, logwood and fugar, in ex- 
change for a liberry to cut log- 
wood, and a fcanty fettlement of 
twelve miles in extent. Indeed it 
was not only injurious and degrads 
ing to the nation, but it was an at 
of ingratitude to the Britith fubses 
there, to whom we had long affords 
ed protection, and from whom wé 
had received in veturn every mark 
of refpect-and affittanee they could 
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Thefe inhabitants were deli- 


at up to their old implacable 


enemy, who had, it was true, pro- 
mifed, that he would not punith or 
multreat them for their pait friend- 
{hip te Great Britain; a wretched 
n of gratitude on our part, to 
a people, that we were bound to 
fypport by every tie of honour, 
and every principle of jufice. He 
added, that miniflers would have 
exhibited a much founder policy, it 
“¢ they had fént our tranfported 
convicts to the Mofquito fhore, than 
by adopting the brilhant and ro- 
mantic {cheme of fending them to 
the antipodes, where they could be 
of no ule at all. ° 
The marquis of Carmarthen in 
reply to lord Rawdon obferved, 
that he was the minitter mott par- 
ticularly and perfonally refponhble 
for the convention, nor would he 
fhrink from any blame that could 
juitly be imputed to it. He added, 
that he could eafily exhibir a flrong 
and fufficient ground of juftitication, 
it the diferction, due from men in 
high executive offices, did not teach 
them, rather to nfk their own cha- 
ra¢ter, and to be contented with a 
confcioulnefs of their innocence, 
than to refore to a difclofure of facts, 
which it was neceffary to the na- 
tional fafety, and to the continu- 
ane of the public tranquillity 
fhould be kept concealed, Lord 
Carlifle could not agree, that it 
was right to contend in that houfe 
for the value of the trade carried 
on through the Mofquito fhore, if 
it were realiy, what he feared it 
muit be acknowledged to be, nothing 
more than a fmuggling trade upon 
the Spaniards and their fettlements. 
There was alfo fo much to be faid 
for the difcretion, which minifters 
were bound to exercife in relation 
to fome parts of their conduét, that, 


retur 


Where that was ferioufly pleaded, 
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he thought credit ought to be given 
them for the having had other, and 
much itronger reafons tor what they 
had dune, than apreared upon. the 
face of the tranfaction. But there 
was a part of the convention, that 
by which the inhabitants were de- 
ferted, and furrendered withoue 
their confent into the hands of their 
enemy, which he conceived to be 
a jut ground of cenfure. There 
could be no fecret reafon for fuch 
a mortifying facrifice of the {pirit 
of this country, and on that ground 
he fhould vore for the motion, 
Lord Thurlow had expeéted more 
accuracy of defcription in point of 
geographical character, in a debate 
of this nature. The Mofquito 
fhore had been talked of as a tract 
of country, extending between four 
and five hundred miles; withoue 
the leait mention of the fwamps 
and morafles with which it was ime 
terfperfed. With regard to feitlee 
ment, it had pofiefied neither a re. 
gular government, a formal coun. 
cil, nor ettabhifhed laws. A de 
tachment of foldiers had been land- 
ed from the iflan! of Jamaica, who 
erected fortifications, which were 
afterwards by order of the govetn. 
ment at home, given vp and aban- 
doned. He intftanced the tranfac- 
tions upon the fubject in the peace 
ot Paris of 1763, when governor 
Littleton prefided at Jamaica, and 
obferved that we had given a freth 
proof in 1777 of our having re- 
nounced ail claim upon the country, 
when lord George Germaine fent 
out Mr. Lawrie to the Mofquito 
fhore, to fee that the ftipulations 
with Spain were fully carried into 
execution. Lord Thurlow con- 
cluded, that the Mofquites were 
not our alles, ora people, whom 
we were bound by treaty to pro 
tect; and that the number of Bri- 
tith fubjects, according to the lat 
report, 
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, had amounted only to a 


hundred and twenty men, and fix- 
teen women. ‘The motion was far- 
ther fupported by lord Stormont, 


and oppofed by the duke of Rigg, 
mond ; and the houfe having g, 
vided, the numbers appeared, com 
tents 17, not contents 53° 





CHAPTER VI. 


Determinations on the Scottifh Peerage. 


India Affa rs. Motion for a Re 


peal of the Tet. Infolrent Bill. Eftablifiment of the Prince of Wales 


Inguiry into the Poft-Office. 


AVING related in the two 
preceding chapters thofe 
tranfactions of the prefent feffion, 
which originated in the meafures 
of government, that which remains 
for us is a view of thofe queftions 
of policy, whether fuccefsful or 
otherwife, which were brought un- 
der the confideration of parliament 
by perfons not connected with, or 


forming a part of adminittration. 
The topics, which fall under this 
defeription, are both numerous and 
important, which is partly to be 
afcribed to the uncommon ability, 
affiduity and fpirit of thofe perfons, 
who took a lead in the pretent op- 


pofition. 
On the thirteenth of February 


a queflion was fubmitted to the con- 
fideration of the houfe of lords by 
vifcount Stormont, originating in the 
creation of peers during the preced- 
ing fummer, when the earl of Aber- 
corn and the duke of Queenfberry, 
rs of the kingdom of Scotland, 

ad been called to the dignity of 
the Englifh peerage, by the titles 
of vifcount Hamilton ‘and baron 
which 
they continued to fit as reprefenta- 


Douglas, notwith*anding 
tives of the peerage of Scotland. 
Lord Stormont laid it down as an 
ucoatrovertible pofition, that the 


, 





right of reprefentation had beeq 
given to the Scotrith peers, asa 
confideration for the lofs of an he 
reditary feat in parliament. Thof, 
who no longer fuffered the lof, 
could therefore no longer be enti- 
tled to a fhare in the compenfation, 
He read a refolution of the houk 
of lords voted in January 1709, by 
which it was declared, “ that 4 
peer of Scotland, fitting in the par 
lament of Great Britain by virtue 
of a patent paffed fince the union, 
had no rjcht to vore in the elec 
tion of the fixteen peers of Scot 
land.” ‘The two noblemen it 
queltion confefledly ftood in the 
fituation to which the refolution 
applied; and he who had not’ 
right to vote, a fortiora, could net 
be elected. Lord Stormont expe 
tiated upon this determination, 
which, he faid, was as folemn ané 
deliberate, as any which ftood on 
the records of parliament. It paft 
ed at a time, when all that related 
to the union was frefh in the mt 
mory of every man, and when the 
true meaning and intention of thit 
great treaty was generally know! 
It paffed in the prefence of many 
who had been commiifioners 
both fides, a¢tors in that great 
feene ; and the journals fhewed t 
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there Was not a fingle proteft. It 
had been conitantly acted upon, 
unqueftioned and unihakea, for 
fourfeore yearse Such a precedent 
had ail the weight and authoriry, 
that could belong to any precedent ; 
gad powerful indeed would be its 
guthority wpon the mind of every 
man, who knew the mifchiefs of 
fyetuation, and the numberlefs be- 
actite which arofe from certginiy of 
law, and uniformity of dectiion. 

Lord Stormont exemined the cate 
ef the duke of Athol, upon whom 
av Englith honour had devolved in 
1736, and who had continued to fit 
in parliament as duke of Athol and 
baron Strange. He obferved, that 
there had never been any decition, 
or ever the fmalle!t difcutiion upon 


the fubject. It probably was 
thourht a thing of little conte- 
quence, as there was very little 


chance, that a fimilar cafe, that of 
an old Enaglith honour devolving 
upon a Scottuh peer, fhould ever 
happen again. he peerage of 
Scotland was then imarting under 
the wound, which the rath and 
violeat hand of party gave in the 
cafe of the duke of Brandon in 1711. 
But the cafe was different now; the 
Scottifh peers had lately been ret- 
tored to their rights, and the royal 
favour might flow as freely in that, 
as in any other channel. He was 
perfuaded, that the fame fairneis 
and liberality of fentiment, which 
had governed upon that occafion, 
would now with equal force plead 
the juflice of the caufe, 

_ Lord Stormont concluded with 
en appeal to the honour and the 
feclings of the houfe. He hoped 
they would keep in conftant remem- 
drance, that, before an event fo be- 
neficial as the union could take 
place, the peers of Scotland had 
great ifficulties to conquer. For 


the attainineut of that defirable end 
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they had made as large a facrifice, 
as cver was made by men. Had 
they retained their hereditary feat 
in parliament at the expence of half 
their properry, they had made a 
happy and a noble exchange. No 
man deferved an hereditary feat in 
the great council of a free nation, 
who did not confider it as the firit 
of all rights, the moit valuable of all 
pofefions. That right, that inef- 
timable poffeilion, tor reafons of 
public utility their anceftors had 
been contented to forego. They 
did that, which had ever been 
counted a mark of exalted virtue. 
They chote rather to be little in a 
great ttate, than great in a {mall 
one. Deciding on the rights of 
the defeendants of men fo circum- 
flanced, the houfe would be dif- 
poled, rather to cxtend, than to di- 
minih them. But they afked no 
extenlion; all they defired was, 
that che houfe would nor, in con=- 
tradiction to the clear and obvious 
meaning of the agreement, abridge 
their rights, and curtail the flender 
compeniation allotted them, for the 
greatett lofs that men who had any 
dignity could fuftam. Lord -stor- 
mont then moved, * that the earl 
ot Abercorn and the duke ot 
Queenfberry, who had been chofen 
ot the number of the fixteen peers, 
having been created peers of Great 
Britain, thereby ceated to fit in 
that houfe as reprefentatives of the 
peerage of Scotland,” 

The bifhop of Landaff declared, 
that, had the quettion appeared to 
him to have been of nice legal dif- 
cuffion, he would not have pre- 
fumed to trouble the houfe with 
any fentiments of his upon the fub- 
ject; but he was fatistied, that a 
moderate portion of plain common 
fenfe was equal to its comprehen- 
fion. The Ling had been pleafed 
to beftow LEnglifh honours upon 

two 
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two Scottith peers. This he con- 
ceived to bine infraction of the 
treaty of union; but then it was 
an infraftion on the part of Eng- 
Jand, as the honouis were Eng- 
lith, Scotland confequeotly could 
not find fault, nor did he mean to 
complain. On the contrary he 
thought it extremely right, that 
the fovereign fhould call up to that 
houfe peers of Scotlend, defeended 
from old and honourable families; 
and who could add the luftre of 
anceliry to ihcirother eminent qua- 
lilications. For, whatever might 
be faid of anceitry, no man def- 
pifed it, but he who had nonc to 
value himfelf upon, and no man 
made it his pride, but he who had 
nothing better, Doctor Watfon en- 
tircly coincided with the arguments 
of lord Stormont, and put an ex- 
treme cafe, in order to remove the 
poflibilicy of a doubt. He afked, 
if the queen, when the act of union 
was fir paifed, had chofen to cre- 
atc the whole fixtcen peers Britifh 
dukes, was there one man, who in 
that cafe would have denied, that 
the fpirit of the act of union was 
viltb!y fuperfeded ? 

Lord Thurlow conjured the 
houfe to confider, how much their 
honour and their character depend- 
ed upon their prefent decition ; 
and called to their recollection the 
degree of ranknefs and corruption, 
to which the tribunal of the houfe 
of commons had arrived, previoufly 
to the patling of Mr. Grenville’s 
bill, In his opinion they were 
not to liilen to arguments, ground- 
ed on the fuppofed or real incon- 
venience, that would refult to this 
or to that fet of men, nor were 
they entitled to confider, what the 
act of parliament thould have been, 
but what it was. They were 
bound to abide by the letter, and 
religioufly tq comply with its rep 


uifitions. Lord Lou hborough 
past sors that this friek mode of 


conitruGlion was not to be a 
but to penal fiatutes. In all other 
cafes the fpirit and the intention gf 
the law were guides to the true in. 
terpretation. The motion of lord 
Stormont was farther oppofed 
lord Morton, and fupported by the 
earls of Hopetoun and Faucop 
berg. Upon a divifion the num 
bers were, contents 52, not cons 
tents 38. 

A fecond debate upon the fu 
ject of the Scottifh peerage was og 
cafioned by the election of the earl 
of Selkirk and lord Kinnaird to ree 
prefent the pecrage of Scotland, ig 
the room of the duke of Queentberry 
and the earl of Abercorn. U 
this occafion the dukes of Queenf. 
berry and Gordon had given their 
votes as peers of Scotland, which 
was contrary to the tenour of the 
refolution of the houfe of lords of 
January 1709. The fubject was 
brought forward as a topic of dif 
cuffion on the cighteenth of May 
by the earl of Hopetoun, by whom 
it was moved, that a copy of that 
refolurion fhould be tran{mitted 
the lord regifter of Scotland, aa 
rule for his future proceedings iq 
cafes of election, 

The motion was oppofed by lord 
Thurlow. He exhorted the houlé 
not to proceed precipitately and 
fuddenly, to decide a queflion of 
much greater importance, than at 
firit fight it might appear to be 
A refolution of ether houte of par 
hiament, however unanimoutly caré 
ried, did not conftitute law. Ne 
thing was entitled to that deferip- 
tion, but what had paffed both 
houfes in the exercife of their eee 
flative functions, and received t 
affent of the crown in the form of 
an act of parliament. The houfe 
was now called upon in then 
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dicial capacity, to redeliver a judg - 
ment they had formerly given. 
There was no new cate before 
them, and it was diametrically con- 
trary to the practice of every, even 
the loweft court of juitice in the 
kingdom, to repeat a judgment, un- 
lefs in confequence of fome cit- 
cumflance that made it evidently 
neceffary) Lord Thurlow called 
the attention of the houfe to the 
refolution of 1711, Which had de- 
clared two Scottifh dukes, recently 
created Britifa peers, incapable of 
fitting in the houfe in their new 
character. This refolution was un- 
doubtedly a great hardfhip, and had 
lately been abolifhed: but how ? 
Not by a refolution, but by an act 
of parliament. In like manner, if, 
upon mature confideration, it 
fhould be thought right to make 
the refolution of 1709 effectual, let 
it be done by due courfe of parlia- 
mentary proceeding; but by no 
means let the houfe, acting judi- 
cially, decide a matter that involv. 
ed init the private rights of indi- 
viduals. In the prefent cafe the 
duke of Queenfberry was prefent, 
and detired to be heard by coun- 
fel; the duke of Gordon was actu- 
ally out of the kingdom, and to- 
tally uninformed of the tranfaction. 
Lord Thurlow afked, where was a 
precedent to be found for fuch a 
proceeding as that which was now 
recommended ? If it were of fo 
hmple and warrantable a nature as 
had been reprefented, how happen- 
ed it, that it had never entered in- 
to the head of any member of the 
boufe of commons, when an elee- 
tion conteft was decided, to move 
to fend down the ground of the de- 
clon to the returning officer ? 
Lord Thurlow had feen outlines 
of a bill for the better regulating 
the election of the peers of Scot- 


land, and he could with that fome 
4787. 
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fuch bill were brought forward, 
Whenever the queftion, refpecting 
the right of a Scottifh peer, who 
had beeri created a Britith peer by 
patent, to vote in thele elections, 
came to be ultintately decided, there 
were other important confiderations 
to be decided at the fame times 
Suppofe a Scortifh peer to be made 
a bithop, did that deprive him of 
his right of voting ? When a Scot- 
tifh peer was advanced to the Eng- 
lith peerage, why ought his fons 
to be deemed ineligible to fit in the 
other houfe ? Was the oifice of lord 
regifter purely judicial, or purely 
minifterial ? Thefe and a variety of 
other queflions, intimately conne<cté 
ed wich the refolution, convinced 
him, that it was better to take ug 
the fubject gravely upon a compre- 
henlive feale, than to decide upon 
it in the defultory and uncon- 
nected manner that was now pro- 
ofed. 

Lord Kinnaird agreed with lord 
Thurlow, that a refolution of that 
houfe would not contftitute law; 
but he could not help believing, 
that a folemn conftruction of the 
exifting ftatutes by the only court 
of judicature, before which the fub- 
ject could be agitated, entitled him 
aflert that to be law, refpeAing 
which he might otherwife have en- 
tertained a doubt. Much praile 
was due to the accuracy, with 
which the ftatute of union had 
been drawn; yet it was not very 
extraordinary, that the firlt elec 
tion in 1708 fhould have given 
birth to a great variety of quef- 
tions, refpecting the conitruction of 
that a¢t, and the regulations of the 
election. Accordingly a petition 
was prefented to the houte com- 
plaining of many irregularities; 
and the lords, anxious to preclude 
the poffibility of future cavil, a- 
dopted a mode, the moft fuited to 
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their own dignity and the folem- 
nity of the proceeding, and the 
belt calculated to effect the object 
they had in view. A ftring of ab- 
ftract quettions were’ ftated, and, 
counfel having been heard upon 
them, the lords came toa folemn 
determination upon each, and then 
ordered a cominittee to decide up- 
on the votes in the late election, 
according to the application of thofe 
refolutions. ‘The refolution, which 
was now under difcuffion, was one 
of thefe, and the only one, 
which had been attempted to be 
infringed in a feries of fourfcore 
years. 

Vifcount Stormont owned, that 
he had been a little aftonifled to 
have heard it faid, that there was 
no precedent for their tran{mit- 
ting their refolutions to a returning 
officer. So lately as the year 1762 
feveral perfons had attempted to 
vote at the election of the fixteen 
only whofe pretenfions had not 

een authentically recognized ; 
and the lords, having come to fe- 
veral votes upon the fubject, fol- 
lowed them with an order, that 
copies of all the preceding refolu- 
tions fhould be tranfmitted to the 
lord regilter of Scotland. Earl 
Stanhope quoted the opinion of fir 
George Savile, to/ prove, that the 
right of voting for parliamentary 
reprefentation was a public right, 
vefted in the individual as a truit, 
to be exercifed by him for the be- 
nefit of the community. If, as 
that great man had obferved, it had 
been a private right, the individual 
voffeffing it might publicly fell it, 
jutt as he might difpofe of any part 
of his private property. But the 
tact was otherwife, and he was 
forbidden to fell it under penalty 
of a fevere punifhment. The earl 
of Denbich remarked, that the 
whole queftion had been much mif- 
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underftood. The cafe did noe 
ftand upon a refolution, but 
fomething ftronger. In cong, 
uence of the refolution of , 

the lords had ordered the clerk of 
parliament at the bar of the 

to erafe the name of the mara: 
of Lothian from the return of the 
Scottifh peers, and to infert that of 
the marquis of Annandale. By 
this act the refolution was com 
pletely made the law of parliament, 
The motion of lord Hopetoun wa 
farther detended by the marquis of 
Carmarthen, and oppofed by the 
carl of Morton, the duke of Rich. 
mond, and lord Sydney. At length 
the houfe divided, contents 51, nor 
contents 35. 

A petition was prefented to the 
houfe of commons on the firk of 
February by Mr, Dempfter, from 
the Britith inhabitants ot Fort Wil- 
l:am in Bengal, complaining of the 
oppreilive nature of Mr. Pitt’s Ea 
India bill of 1784, and prayi 
that certain claufes of that bil 
might be repealed. This was ac. 
companied with a petition from the 
agents of thofe inhabitants, defiring 
to be heard by counfel in fuppor 
of that petition. Their requef 
was taken into the confideration of 
the houfe of commons on the twea- 
tieth of that month, when a debate 
arofe upon the queftion, whether 
a compliance with the defire of the 


petitioners was contiftent with the 


orders and practices of parliament 
The fpeaker intimated his defre 
that fome precedent might be pro 
duced, or, if that could not b 
done, urged the houfe to a& with 
caution and deliberation, previoul- 
Jy to their eftablifhing a new pr 
cedent. Mr. Burke and fir James 
Rrikine undertook to remove this 
objection. It was the indubitable 
right of Englifimen to be bh 

againitany act, that might “a 
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the diminution of their privileges. 
Ir could not therefore be contiftent 
with jultice, to refufe to the pe- 
titioners the being heard by coun- 
fel againit a bill, which had patied 
intu a law, previoutly to their know- 
lege of any fuch law being in end- 
ed, and againit which the remote- 
ne(s of their fituation prevented an 
earlier appeal. The prefent was 
a new cafe, and therefore old pre- 
cedents fhould not be brought a- 
gaint it, Precedents fhould be fol- 
lowed as long as they were fup- 
ported by reafon; but technical 
rules fhould not be fuffered to in- 
serfere with the principles of eter- 
nal juttice. 

Mr. Dundas remarked, that the 
law had been materially altered 
fince the date of the petition, and 
that it would theretore be proper 
to wait a little longe:, to learn the 
fentiments of thofe, who had fign- 
ed it, upon that alteration. — It 
was an act, he av@rred, to which 
no honeft man could have an ob- 
jection, He had it from good au- 
thority, that many, who had fign- 
ed the petition, had done fo with- 
out the knowlege of its contents ; 
they had figned it trom intreaty or 
trom talfe reprefeutation. But, in- 
dependently of thefe confiderations, 
there was an objection, which he 
thought of great importance; which 
was, that out of eight hundred per- 
fons ligning the petition, there were 
feven hundred foldiers with arms 
io their hands. 
foldiers in this country were to in- 
litt upon a redrefs of their com- 
plaints, would they obtain a hear- 
ing from the houfe of commons ? 
Mr. Dundas admitted the proprie- 
ty of Mr. Burke’s diftinction, and 
hoped the houfe would grant the 
pe itioners the hearing they prayed 
tor, asit would give him an eppor- 
tuni'y of vindicating the bills, 
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which he was happy to have had a 
fhare in forming. At length coun- 
fel were admitted on the part of the 
petitioners ; but, Mr. Dempfter hav- 
ing thought proper to poitpone his 
motion tor leave to bring in a bill 
to explain and amend the India 
bills of 1784 and 1786, Mr. Pitt 
moved that the chairman fhould 
leave the chair; and, the motion 
being carried, the committee for 
hearing the Bengal petitioners was 
of courfe diffolved, 

On the nineteenth of March Mr, 
Dempfter brought forward his pro- 
mifed motion. He _ recapitulated 
the arguments, which had formerly 
been employed, againft the partial 
abolition of the trial by jury; and 
he mentioned feveral other particu. 
lars, in which it would, in his opi- 
nion, be proper to alter the India 
bill of the preceding feffion. He 
recominended the inftitution of a 
fupreme court of judicdture at Ma- 
dras in imitation of that which had 
been eftablifhed at Calcutta. He 
obferved, that, ever fince the re- 
cal of fir Elijah Impey, the whole 
weight of butinefs 2 fis fupreme 
court had refled upon a fingle 
judge; and he conceived that a 
regulation was highly necetfiry, 
providing that every vacancy, whe- 
ther temporary or permanent, 
fhould be fupplied without delay. 
He urged the total repeal of the 
claufe, authorifing the governor 
general to imprifon any perfon fuf- 
pected of holding a correfpondence 
with the princes, rajas, and zemin- 
dars detrimental to the interefts of 
the company. It was a maxim he 
believed not to be controverted, that 
it was impoffible for that govern- 
ment to be a good one, in which 
the people were nct allowed to have 
a fhare; and he therefore wifhed 
a legiflative council and a houfe of 
reprefeatatives to be eftablithed in 

Ga India. 
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India. He complained of the 
claufe, which deprived the com- 
ny of the power of compounding 
with their fervants, and he pro- 
ad to abolifi all monopolies, 
rticularly that of opium, of 
which he could prove the injurious 
tendency. - 

Many of the arguments of Mr. 
Demptier were enforced, and his 
motion fupported by Mr. Francis 
and Mr. Burke. ‘The f{peakers on 
the other fide of the quettion were 
Mr. Macdonaldand Mr. Pitt. Mr. 
Burke, attempting to fpeak a fe- 
¢ond time, and having been pre- 
vented, declared, that he meant to 
move a new queflion, the quettion 
of adjournment, as the houfe in its 
prefent temper was not fit to de- 
cide vpon {fo important a queftion 
of policy, as that under confidera- 
tion. He was again interrupted, 
and concluded with the remurk, 
that he rofe in fupport of the eter- 
nal principles of truth and juttice, 
and that thofe who could nor, or 
dared not fupport them, were en- 
deavouring to cough them down. 
Mr. Dundas obferved, that he did 
not wonder, 1f Mr. Burke infifted 
in fo extraordinary a manner upon 
his privilege of moving a queftion 
of adjournment, that the houfe 
fhould infift upon its privilege-of 
coughing. He was not the perfo- 
nal enemy of that gentleman ; if 
he had, he fhould have wifhed him 
to have acted exactly as he had 
done that evening, The houfe di- 
vided upon the original queftion 
ayes 21, nots 128. 

Another queftion upon the fub- 
Jet of India was brought forward 
by Mr. Denptter, and related to 
an order ifued by the board ef 
control, forbidding the fervarits of 
the company in India to corref- 
pond with their friends at home, 
ip regard to the affairs of the Eaft 





India company. Mr, Dempter 
mioved, that copies of thefe or 

and of the confequent notifications 
which hid -been made in Ing 
fhould be laid before the houf, 
Mr. Dundas undertook to illufingr 
the queition, by reading the corres. 
pondence of the board of. contra 
and the court of directors upon the 
fubject of the order in queftion, 
The court of directors had obfery. 
ed, that material intelligence had 
frequently becn conveyed to theg 
through the medium of private len 
ters, of which no mention had beeg 
made in their official difpatches, 
In anfwer to this the board of cop 
trol had itated, that they had made 
no new order, but had nicrely in. 
forced orders of different dates be 
tween the years 1731 and 1799, 
Mr. Dundas added, that the mat 
ter, which the order was intended 
to guard again(t, was the trank 
miflion of fecret advices from the 
contidential fervants of the com 
pany. In reply to Mr. Dundasit 
wus obferved by Mr. Fox and Mr, 
Sheridan, that, under the idea d 
inforcing an order particularly com 
fined to the confidential fervants 
an advantage had been taken by 
the board of control, and an ordef 
fent out, under the fanétion d 
which all the company’s fervants 
had been generally interdicted from 
writing to their private friends # 
home ahy account er opinion d 
the affairs of the company trant 
acting in India. With regard @ 
perfons in confidential office be 
traying fecrets of ftate, there want 
ed no fpecific order to prevent that 
treachery. On the other hand tht 
government had not yet been heat 
of, where men were retrained from 
freely communicating their fent 
ments upon public affairs to thet 
friends. Mr. Pitt treated the me 
tion, as an abfurd attempt 
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teafe the confitential fervants of 
the company in India trom the du- 
ty ef official feerecy. In reply to 
this imputation Mr. Dempiter and 
Mr. Francis declared their know- 
Jee, that the Englifh in general 
‘n that country confidered them- 
felves as reduced to the moft more 
tifying filence, in confequeace of 
the notification in the Calcutta ga- 
gettee. The motion was farther 
fupported by Mr. Burke, Mr, Slo- 

r, fir James Erfkine and- Mr, 
Hulley, and oppofed by lord Mul- 
rave and Mr. Baring. At length 
the houfe divided, ayes 20, noes 


“f" fubje&, which made a con- 
fiderable figure in this feilion of 
parliament, and which became a 
copic of very general difcuflion, 
was a plan, formed by the dvle- 
gates ot the Proteitant diflenters in 
London, for amending and in part 
repealing the laws, known by the 
appellanon of the corporation and 
teitacts. The mode they adopted 
was not that of a direct application 
by petition ; but, having firft pub- 
lithed and difperfed what they 
ftyled, the Cafe of the Proteftant 
Diffenters with Reference to the 
Corporation and Teft Acts, they ens 
gaged a refpectable member of bat. 
lament, Mr. Beaufoy, to move, 
that the houfe thould refoive. itfelf 
into a committee to confider of 
thofe atts. The difcuffion of the 
fubject took place on the twenty- 
eighth of March. 

Mr. Beaufoy, who opened the 
fubject, propoled in the €rit place 
to ftate what were the exception- 
able provifions of the law, and in 
the next place to defcribe the pe- 
nods in which thofe laws were 
made, and the circumftances with 
which they were attended. The 
corporation aét declared, that no 
perion fhould be elefed into any 


‘offices and employments, 


HISTOR Y. 1018 


municipal office, who fhould noty 
within one year before his election, 
have taken the facrament accord- 
ing to the ufage of the church of 
England. ‘The teft act required of 
every perfon, accepting a civil 
office, of a commiffion in the army 
or navy, to take the facrament 
within a limited time; and if, 
without thus qualjfying himfelf, he 
continued to occupy any office, or 
hold any commithon, he not only 
incurred a large pecuniary penalty, 
but was difabled from thenceforth 
for ever, from bringing any action 
in courfe of law, from profecuting 
any fuit in the courts of equity, 
from being the guardian of any 
child, or the executor of any de 
ceafed perfon, and from the, reé 
ceiving any legacy. If then, faid 
Mr. Beautoy, the zeal of a dif- 
fenter for the fervice of his coun- 
try, fhould have induced him to 
bear arms in her defence, and- to 
hazard his life in her caufe, what 
return did fhe make to his patriot- 
ifm? She ftripped him of every 
right, that was dear to the man, or 
honourable to the citizen. If any 
diffenter applied himfelf to the pro- 
feffion of « merchant, what was the 
linguage in which he was addreffed 
by thefe laws: “* The town, in 
which you live, may have owed to 
you much of its profperity; yet 
in the offices of that town, the ma« 
nagement of its revenues, and the 
care of its public concerns you 
fhall have no partictpation.—The 
kingdom itfelfis latgely your deb« 
tor ; you have extended her trade 
you have added to her wealth 4 
and in return for thefe benefac- 
tions fhe excludes you from all 
Your 
integrity is unfufpected ; your con- 
duct is without blemifh; yer the 
teft act has fixed upon you the 
fame ftamp of difhonour, the fame 
G 3 mark 
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mark of rejection and infamy, which 
is annexed by law to the odious 
and atrocious crime of perjury.” 

Of the fpirit of the corporation 
aét a fufficient judgment would be 
made, if the houfe recollected, that 
a claufe of this act had enabled the 
king, king Charles the Second, to 
difplace or remove, by commiflion- 
ers of his appointment, all officers, 
and perfons holding places, as they 
might deem it expedient. ‘7 his 
claufe of the bill was become obfo- 
lete; but it fufficiently marked the 
defpotic and arbitrary fpirit in 
which the bill had been formed. 
Such were the circumftances, that 
marked the origin of the corpora- 
tion act in the year 1661, and in 
the following year had produced 
the celebrated act of uniformity, 
in confequence of which two thou- 
fand minifters refigned their liv- 
ings, and which narrowed, while 
it ftrongly difcrimin.ted, the in- 
clofure of the eftablifhed church. 
The firft effects of this difcrimina- 
tion upon the members of the 
church were jealouly, eager fufpi- 
cion and determined ill will. But, 
in proportion as expericnce afford- 
ed aiurer ground tor deciding on 
the conduct and principles ot the 
diffenters, in proportion as their 
peaceful fubmittion to laws of harth- 
nefs and feyerity difclofed their at- 
tachment to the ftate, and as they 
were feen to reject thofe offers of 
hiberal advantage, by which the 
court endeavoured to entice them 
to an alliance with the Catholics ; 
in that proportion the hoflile feel- 
ings of the members of the efta- 
bhihed church diminifhed, and 
the houfe of commons in par- 
ticular difcovered towards them a 
difpofition of benigniry and kind- 
neis. 

Such was the ftate of affairs 
in the year 1672, when the people 





were alarmed with the apprehen. 
fion of a defign to fubvert the ef, 
blifhed religion. The prime jj. 
nifter, lord Clifford, and the king's 
brother were avowed Catholics. 
an army under catholic officers en. 
camped at the gates of London, 
In thefe alarming circumstances the 
firft panic induced the legiflatun 
to pais the law, that bove the tith 
of an Act for Preventing the Dap 
gers which may happen from Po, 
pifh Recufants, but which was be. 
ter known by the name of the tef 
act. The miniiter attempted w 
prevail on the diflenters to oppof 
the bill, the provitions of which 
were fo worded as to extend w 
them. The diflenters admitted the 
force of the argument, but waved 
their right to its benefit ; and one 
of the members of the city of Len 
don, himfelf a diflenter, declared on 
their behalf, that, in a time of 
public danger, they wou'd not im 
pede the progrefs of a bill, which 
was thought effential to the fafety 
of the kingdom, but would crutt to 
the good taith, the juttice and hw 
manity of parliament, that a future 
provilion flould be made for their 
relief. The lords and commons 
admitted without hefitation the ¢ 
quity of the claim. They cou- 
fidered the debt as a debt of ho 
nour, the payment of which could 
not be refufed. Accordingly 4 
bill for their relief was patled, and 
defeated by the fudden prorogation 
of parliament. A fecond bill was 
brought in with a view to the fame 
object, and paffed both houfes, ia 
confequence of this implicd conr 
pact. But, while it lay ready for 
the royal affent, king Charles the 
Serend. who always delighted t 
obtain the moft unwarrantable ends 
by the mott defpicable means, pre 
vailed upon the clerk of the crowa 
to fteal the bill, and over-reach tht 
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diament. But that relief, which 
neither the obvious equity of their 
claim, nor the counrenance of his 

rliament could extort from Charles 
the second, the magnanimity of 
William the Third was impatient 
to beftow ; for, in-one of his ear- 
licit fpeeches fron the throne, he 
expretied his earvett hope, that fuch 
alterations would be made in the 
laws, as would leave room for the ad- 
mifion of all his Proteftant fubjects 
who were willing to ferve him. But 
it was well known, that during that 
reign the ftrongeit party in parlia- 
ment was not the party of the 
court. They refented the advances 
ment of William to the throne ; 
they refolved to difturb his enjoy- 
ment of a pofiefion from which 
they could not exclude him, and 
oppofed with violen °c the meafures 
which he was known to patronize. 
Some men however there were, 
and of the foremoft rank for great- 
nefs of chara¢ter even in that ex- 
traordinary zxra, who fupported 
with uneniwerable reafons the fen- 


timents of their fovereign, as ap-» 


peared from a proteit of the lords 
upon this fubject in the year 1688. 
Upon another occafion of a flill 
later datc, a conference between 
the two houfes upon the bill of oc- 
calional conformity, the peers—not 
a few individuals of that affembly, 
but the whole houfe,—cxprefled in 
language fill more emphatical their 
abhorrence of the injuitice of the 
teit act, 

Mr. Beaufoy proceeded to en- 
quire, whether the public good, 
civher political or religious, render- 
ed it neceffary, that the diffenters 
fhould be excladed from the fervice 
of the flate. To thow how ver 
vnneceflary was this exclufion, it 
Was fufficient in his own opinion to 
temark, that to the higher truft of 
legillative authority the diffenters 
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were admitted without hefitation or 
referve. From the members of that 
houfe, from the members of the 
houfe of peers, no religious tet 
was required, Was then the tak- 
ing the facrament unneceflary in 
the legiflators of the kingdom, and 
could it be requifite in a tide-waiter 
or an excifeman ? He had heard of 
an idle opinion, that there was 
fomething of a republican tendency 
of an antimonarchical bias in the 
very doctrines of the prefbyterian 
church, From fo vague an afler- 
tion he appealed to experience. 
Were the Scots fufpected of an in- 
difference to monarchy ? He had 
heard them taxed with a predilec- 
tion for thofe maxims of policy 
which were the moit favourable to 
power ; but of levelling principles, 
of republican attachments, he had 
never heard them accufed. The 
Englith diffenters fince the revolu- 
tion, which had firft given this 
country a conflitution, had uni- 
formly acted on principles the moft 
beneficial, and had conftuntly prov- 
ed themfelves the ardent fupporters 
and the faithful adherents of that 
fy {tem of monarchy which was efla- 
blifhed by law. 

Would then the repeal of the 
teft act prove injurious to the efta- 
blithed church? That church it 
was faid ought by all means to be 
{upported ; and God forbid that it 
fhould be deftroyed, or that he 
fhould advife a meafure injurious 
to its fafety. If the aim of the dif- 
fenters had been to attack the rights 
of others, and not to recover their 
own, they would not have chofon 
a member of the church of Eng- 
Jand for their advocate, nor could 
he have accepted fuch a truft. The 
fuggetted repeal was not the com- 
mencement of a new plan, but the 
completion of that wife fyftem of 
toleration, which in part had long 

G4 finge 





102 BRITISH AND 


mark of rejection and infamy, which 
js annexed by law to the odious 
and atrocious crime of perjury.” 

Of the fpirit of the corporation 
aét a fuificient judgment would be 
made, if the houfe recollected, that 
a claufe of this act had enabled the 
king, king Charles the Second, to 
difplace or remove, by commiflion- 
ers of his appointment, all officers, 
and perfons holding places, as they 
might deem it expedient. ‘This 
claufe of the bill was become obfo- 
lete ; but it fufficiently marked the 
defpotic and arbitrary fpirit in 
which the bill had been formed. 
Such were the circumftances, that 
marked the origin of the corpora- 
tion act in the year 166), and in 
the following year had produced 
the celebrated act of uniformity, 
in confequence of which two thou- 
fand minifters refigned their liv- 
ings, and which narrowed, while 
it ftrongly difcrimin.ted, the in- 
clofure of the eftablifhed church. 
The firft effects of this difcrimina- 
tion upon the members of the 
church were jealoufy, eager fufpi- 
cion and determined ill will. But, 
in proportion as expericnce afford- 
ed aiurer ground tor deciding on 
the conduct and principles ot the 
diflenters, in proportion as their 
peaceful fubsidion to laws of harth- 
nefs and feverity ditclofed their at- 
tachment to the ftate, and as they 
were feen to reject thofe offers of 
liberal advantage, by which the 
court endeavoured to entice them 
to an alliance with the Catholics ; 
in that proportion the hoflile feel- 
ings of the members of the efta- 
bhthed church diminifhed, and 
the houfe of commons in _par- 
ticular difcovered towards them a 
difpofition of benignity and kind- 
neis, 

Such was the ftate of aflairs 
in the year 1672, when the people 





were alarmed with the apprehen 
fion of a defign to fubvert the egy. 
blifhed religion. The prime jj. 
nifter, lord Clifford, and the ki 
brother were avowed Catholics. 
an army under catholic officers en. 
camped at the gates of London, 
In thefe alarming circumstances the 
firft panic induced the legiflatur 
to pats the law, that bove the titk 
of an Act for Preventing the Dan. 
gers which may happen from Po 
pifh Recufants, but which was be. 
ter known by the name of the tef 
act. The minifler attempted w 
prevail on the diflenters to oppole 
the bill, the provitions of which 
were fo worded as to extend w 
them. ‘The diflenters admitted the 
force of the argument, but waved 
their right to its benefit ; and ove 
of the members of the city of Lon 
don, himfelf a diflenter, declared on 
their behalf, that, in a time of 
public danger, they wou'd not im 
pede the progrefs of a bill, which 
was thought effential to the fafety 
of the kingdom, but would crutt t 
the good taith, the juitice and hu 
manity of parliament, that » future 
provilion flould be made for their 
relief. The lords and commons 
admitted without hefitation the ¢ 
quity of the claim. They cou 
fidered the debt as a debt of ho 
nour, the payment of which could 
not be retuled. Accordingly 4 
bill for their relief was pafled, apd 
defeated by the fudden prorogation 
of parliament. A fecond bill was 
brought in with a view to the fame 
object, and paffed both houfes, ia 
confequence of this implicd cour 
pact. But, while it lay ready for 
the royal affent, king Charles the 
r an who always delighted t 
obtain the moft unwarrantable ends 
by the moft defpicable means, prt 
vailed upon the clerk of the crowa 
to fteal the bill, and over-reach the 
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diament. But that relief, which 
neither the obvious equity of their 
claim, nor the counrenance of his 
parliament could extort from Charles 
the second, the magnanimity of 
William the Third was impatient 
to beftow ; for, in-one of his ear- 
lictt {peeches fron the throne, he 
expretied his earpett hope, that fuch 
alterations would be made in the 
laws, as would leave room for the ad- 
mifion of all his Proteflant fubjects 
who were willing to ferve him. But 
it was well known, that during that 
reign the ftrongeft party in parlia- 
ment was not the party of the 
court. They refented the advance- 
ment of William to the throne ; 
they refolved to ditturb his enjoy- 
ment of a pofieifion from which 
they could not exclude him, and 
oppofed with violenc the meafures 
which he was known to patronize. 
Some men however there were, 
and of the foremoft rank for great- 
nefs of charaéter even in that ex- 
traordinary zxra, who fupported 
with unyniwerable reafons the fen- 
timents of their fovereign, as ap~ 
peared from a proteit of the lords 
upon this fubject in the year 1688. 
Upon another occafion of a fill 
later date, a conference between 
the two houfes upon the bill of oc- 
calional conformity, the peers—not 
a few individuals of that affembly, 
but the whole houfe,—cxprefled in 
language fill more emphatical their 
abhorrence of the injultice of the 
teit act, 

Mr. Beaufoy proceeded to en- 
quire, whether the public good, 
civher political or religious, render- 
ed it neceflary, that the diflenters 
fhould be excluded from the fervice 
of the flate. To thow how ver 
Wnneceflary was this exclufion, it 
Was fufficient in his own opinion to 
temark, that to the higher truft of 
legitlative authority the diffenters 
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were admitted without hefitation or 
referve, From the members of that 
houfe, from the members of the 
houfe of peers, no religious teft 
was required. Was then the tak- 
ing the facrament unneceflary in 
the legiflators of the kingdom, and 
could it be reouifite in a tide-waiter 
or an excifeman ? He had heard of 
an idle opinion, that there was 
fomething of a republican tendency 
of an antimonarchical bias in the 
very doctrines of the prefbyterian 
church, From fo vague an afler- 
tion he appealed to experience. 
Were the Scots fufpected of an in- 
difference to monarchy ? He had 
heard them taxed with a predilec- 
tion for thofe maxims of policy 
which were the moit favourable to 
power ; but of levelling principles, 
of republican attachments, he had 
never heard them accufed. The 
Englifh diffenters fince the revolu- 
tion, which had firft given this 
country a conflitution, had uni- 
formly acted on principles the moft 
beneficial, and had conftuntly prov- 
ed themfelves the ardent fupporters 
and the faithful adherents of that 
fyftem of monarchy which was elas 
blifhed by law. 

Would then the repeal of the 
teft aét prove injurious to the efta- 
blifhed church? That church it 
was faid ought by all means to be 
fupported ; and God forbid that it 
fhould be deftroyed, or that he 
fhould advife a meafure injurious 
to its fafety. If the aim of the dif- 
fenters had been to attack the rights 
of others, and not to recover their 
own, they would not have chofon 
a member of the church of Eng- 
Jand for their advocate, nor could 
he have accepted fuch a truft. The 
fuggeited repeal was not the com- 
mencement of a new plan, but the 
completion of that wife fyftem of 
toleration, which in part had long 

G 4 finge 
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fince been adopted. The eftablifh- 
ment of the eburch ot England 

ified in her uthes, her. pre- 
bends, her deanerics, and her bi- 
iwprics.  Thefe confiivuted her 
eftablifament beicre the teft act had 
an exiitence; and they would e- 
qually conttitute: it if it were re- 
pealed. In Scotland no fuch law 
ever had a being ; and had Scotland 
no eitabhthed church ? In Ireland 
the relicf, which was now folicited 
for the Vroteilant diflenters, was 
granted feven years ago; and was 
the church of Ireland deftrayed ? 
In Holland, in Rufha, in Pruffia, 
in Hanover, no traces of fuch a 
teit were to be found. In the do- 
minions of the emperor all civil 
difaualifications on account of reli- 
gious opinions were abolifhed. In 
France a fimilar relief was granted 
by the edict of Nantes, and that 
edict, it was reported, was about 
to be revived. Mr. Beaufoy added, 
that the repeal of the teit act, fo 
far from being pernicious to the 
eftablifhed-chureb, would be falu- 
tary. The different claffes of dif- 
fenters had no general intereft, no 
bond of union, but that reproach. 
ful exclution trom public employ- 
ments wh ch was common to them 
all. 

If he were afked, if you abolifh 
the tcit of the facrament, what new 
teft will you eflablifh in its room ? 
His anfwer was, that of the abju- 
ration oath, and of the declaration, 
which candemned an effential part 
ot the Romjfh creed. The firit 
coukl not be taken by the deilt, the 
ew, or the profeffor of any reli- 
gion but the Chrittian;, the lat 
could pot he taken by the Catholic, 
li he were farther atked, if juftice 
be the principle upon which you 
decide, thall not the Catholics enjoy 
thote common privileges of citizen- 
imp, which you defcribe as the 





unqveftionable right of all? p, 


would anfwer without hefitas 
if the Catholics could prove, 


though they were of the charchg 
Rome, they were nat of the coug 
of Rome, if they could ive a ful, 
ficient pledge ofPloyalty to the {, 
vereign and attachment to the laws, 
quettions which they were not nog 
called upon to decide, and which 


therefore he did not mean to dif. 


cufs, he fhould think they ou 
be admitted tothe civil and mili 
fervice of the ftate. Mr. Beau 
ftrengthened his argument by 


allufion to the fituation and charas 
ter of Mr. Howard. He, upm 


whom every kingdom in Eu 
England excepted, would gl 


confer, at leait, the common pm 
vileges of a citizen, and whom the 


proudeft nation might be happ 
call her own, was incapable of 


yw 


le. 


gal admiffion into any office in this 
country. The confequence was, 


that, his public -fpirit having 
him a few years fince to brave 


led 
the 


penalties of the law, and to ferve 
@in a troublefome and expenfive civil 
employment, the denunciations o 
the teft act were ftill hanging over 
him ; and Mr. Beautoy teared, that 


even now, on his return to his 


na 


tive country, amidit the plauditso 


an admiring world, it was in 


the 


wer of any defpetate informer, 
who was willing to take that road 
to wealth and damnation, which 


the legiflature had pointed out 


and 


recommended to his choice, to pre 
fecute him to conviction, and 
bring upon him thote dreadfal pe 


nalties, which conitituted the 
nifhment of an outlaw. 


pu 


~ Mr. Beaufoy proceeded to ob 
“ferve, that there were two other 
bodies of men, who were iniured 
by thofe provifions of the law 
which he propofed the repeal. 
firft of thefe was compofed 
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The 


of all 
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she adherents ‘of the eftablifhed 
church of Scotland. By the reft 
and corporation atts, no native of 
Scotland, who was of the eftablifh- 
ed church in that country, could 
be admitted to any office in Eng- 
jand, or could be employed in the 
army or the navy in any part of 
Great Britain, unlefs he would 
publicly profefsa religion ditterent 
from his own. Enghfhmen, refid- 
ing in Scotland, were entitled to 
ail the privileges of Scots, and had 
poflefled without this difgracetul 
jlipulation the highett offices in that 
country. Why then fthould the 
gaval or military fervice of the 
united kingdoms be fettered with 
Fnglith rettraints ? Or why fhould 
Englith conditions be annexed to 
tie poffeifion of a Britith office ? 
He had heard it faid, from a con- 
fufion of ideas that was fcarcely 
credible, that to grant a remiffion 
in favour of Scotland of the teft 
and corporation acts, would be a 
breach of the union; an opinion, 
which fuppofed that, becaufe by 
the articles of the union nothing 
could be taken from Scotland, but 
what was then tlipulared, therefore 
nothing could be given. He had 
proved, that the government and 
difcipline of the church of England 
derived no additional fecurity from 
thele acts, whereas the a‘tj which 
related to the patronage of the 
church of Scotland, affected its dif- 
c'pline ; and yet had not been con- 
fidered as any breach of the arti- 
cles of union. The fame may be 
faid of the fubfequent act, which 
gave a compk te toleration to epif- 
copal diffenters in that country. 
Another body of men who were 
azgrieved by the laws in queftion 
were the confcientious minifters of 
the church of England. By the 
duties of their funétion, by the 
politive precepts of their religion, 
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they were enjoined, to warn from 
the facred table all blafphemers. of 
God, all ftlanderers of his word, 
and perfons of a profligate lite ; 
yet to thofe very perfons, if they 
demanded it as a qualification, they 
were compelled by the ref act to 
adminiller the facrament. If, there 
were any thing ferious in religion, 
if the doctrines of ‘the church of 
Engiand were not a mere mockery 
of the human: underftanding, if to. 
talk of peace of mind here and of 
eternal confequences hereafter, were 
not the idle babbling of a weak and 
childith fuperftition, then mutt it 
neceflarily tollow, that no prerexts 
of ftate poly could juftify this 
enormous protanation, this mon- 
ftrous attempt, as irrational .as it 
was impious, to ftrengthen the 
chureh of England by the debafe- 
ment of the church ef Chrift. Mr. 
Beaufoy would have thought it not 
unbecomipg the bifhops, to have 
folicited the removal of this fcan- 
dal from the church. But let the 
requifition come from what quarter 
it might, fure he was that a com. 
pliance with it belonged to that 
houfe as a duty, for whatever tend- 
ed to the debalfement of religion, 
diminifhed political authority, and 
weakened the fan¢tions of civil dif- 
cipline. 

The motion of Mr. Beaufoy was 
oppofed by lord North, who had 
lately been deprived of the organs 
of fight, and reftrained from ‘his 
duty in parliament, but who thought 
proper, as chancellor of the uni- 
vertity of Oxtord, to come forward 
on this occation. He remarked,. 
that, though a fincere friend to the 
prefent eftablifhment, he was alfo 
entirely fatished, that a complete 
toleration in the fulleft meaning of 
that word was proper. If there. 
fore there were any article yet un- 
ceded, in order to give its fall ener- 
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gy to toleration, if the prefent mo- 
tion had no others object than the 
free and entire exercife of the rights 
of confcience, he fhou'd be the laft 
man on earth to have oppofed it. 
He fhould have been glad,'if the dif- 
fenters had proceeded in a more re- 
gular manner, and ftated the griev- 
ances under which they laboured » 
by petition to the houfe: yet hef 
was not infenfible, that great and 
liberal mind: fhould fhow a virtuous 
eagernefs to relieve unafked, and 
to anticipate the wifhes of their 
fellow-citizens. But, before the 
houfe proceeded to a vote, he wifhed 
them to confider the ground upon 
which the motion ftood. It prayed 
for the repeal of an act, which was 
the great bulwark of the conftitu- 
tion, and to which we owed the in- 
ettimable bleilings of frecdom. It 
recommended a proceeding, con- 
trary to the happy experience of a 
century. The mover had talked 
of the indignity and infult put up- 
on the diflenters by the teft act. 
This was a language that ought 
not to be lightly adopted. Had 
we not refolved, that no monarch 
fhould fit on the throne of the Bri- 
tith emjire, who refufed to comply 
- with the teft? If the thrane were 
offered to any prince, who from 
motives of confcience declined this 
condition, furely the refufal of the 
throne to that prince would be no 
indignity. ‘Ihe vote of a free- 
holder for a reprefentative in parlia- 
ment was confined to thofe, who 
pofitfied a freehold of forty fhillings 
and upwards. Were thole, who 
did not poflefs that qualification, to 
be coniidered as marked with in- 
famy, becaufe they were prevented 
from voung ? The fame argument 
might be applied to the reftrictions, 
which the wifdom of government 
in all countries had found it necef- 


fary to citablith, 





Lord North introduced fome 
lufions to the hiflory of Great Bre 
tain in relation to the tft aé, He 
afked, oe had been the opi 
of parliament upon this fu 
the period of “~. pevelution . 
had deliberately gone through 
the acts, and repealed every ong, 
except the tett act, which they coq, 
fidered as merely a civil and pol. 
cal regulation. That they 
ferved, becaufe they thought it ne 
ceflary for the fafety of the church, 
and the prefervation of the confi. 
tution. that parliament a | 
line had bee iota! tor the rea 
of confcience on the one hand, and 
the defence of the eftablifliment og 
the other. Nothing had brow 
king James the Second {fo ec 
to the crifis of his fate, as the te 
act, which had rendered it im 
fible for him to fill, as he defired, 
with perfons of his own religion all 
offices civil and military. But, if 
the teft act were not a grievance 
upon the diffenters, there was fill 
leis reafon to aflert, that it wasa 
grievance upon any other bodies of 
men. If the Scots had any hard 
fhips, they would have been ready 
enough to have laid their complaints 
before the houfe, and there wasa 
fufficient number of the natives 
of that country in parliament, & 
have flated their grievances. 
the other hand, fo far was it from 
being the wifh of the clergy of 
England to obtsin the repeal, that 
they had been univerfally alarm 
ed at the intention that had been 
formed, and were determined © 
refit it with their utmott frength, 
Lord North added, that they all 
knew the perilous nature of acy, 
that the church was in danger ; and 
an incendiary, watching his oppor 
tanity, might caufe as much 


chief by that cry, as by the cry of 


No Popery. There was no coir 
plaint 
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Jaint of ecclefia flical tyranny; 


univerfal toleration was eftablithed ; 

jet them therefore be Upon their 

innovation on the 

church, nor confound the toleration 

of religious opinions with the mode 

of admillion to civil and mulitary 

yntments. ; 

: air, Pitt obferved, that an objec- 

tion had been mentioned againil the 

refeot motion, which with him 
Pad no weight, It had been faid, 
if you grant this, the fame perfons 
will foon come to you again to afk 
fomething more. He would not 
object to concede what he ought to 
concede, becaule he might be afked 
to concede what he ought not to 
concede. A diftinétion in his opi- 
nion ought here to be introduced 
between political and civil liberty, 
and the queftion now under the 
confideration of the houfe had been 
miftated to belong to the latter, 
when in reality «t m.de part of the 
former. The introduction of the 
telt was a difcretionary power vefted 
in the legiflature. Ic was a politi- 
cal inftitution, and not the ‘right 
of an individual. ‘The ciflenters 
were undoubtedly a bedy of men 
intitled to the confideration of par- 
liament; but there was another 
clafs, equally refpectable and nu- 
merous, whofe fears on this occa 

fion would be alarmed. The mem- 
bers of the church of England, a 
part of cur contlitution, would be 
ferioufly injured ; and their appre- 
henfions were not to be treated 
lightly, If he were arguing on 
principles of right, he fhould not 
talk of alarm, but, he bad alr: ady 
fad, he was acting upon principles 
of expediency, ‘The church and 
fate were united upon principles 
of expediency ; and it concerned 
thofe, to whom the well-being of 
the liate Was inti utied, to take care 
that the church fhou'd not rafhly 
be demolifhed, The diffenters de- 
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fired a participation of offices; and, 
if this were granted them, they 
might obtain an influcace in corpo. 
rauons, The benefit was not fo 
immediate 10 them in counties; 
there they only mixed with the ge- 
meral mafs of voters; therefore 
corporations would be their object. 
An exclufive corporation placed in 
the hands of the diflenters was a 
very different thing, from a diffent- 
ing member fitting in that houfe. 
W hen a member was chofen by ad- 
herents to the church of England 
jointly with diffenters, he was more 
likely to come in with principles 
friendly to the conitituton. ‘Lhe 
perfons, who now applied, declared, 
that they meant nothing political 
by their application ; but he mutt 
look at human actions to find out 
the fprings that moved them, A 
provilion for the clergy was of the 
efience of church government ; but 
furely the tiate would not ailitt the 
diflenters in obtaining that provi- 
fon. There wee perfons among 
them, who would not admit that 
any eftablifhment was neceflary ; 
and «gaintt fuch perfons it became 
the Jegifleture to be upon their 
guard. He did not mean to fix that 
defeription upon thefe who now 
applied, and he declared, that he 
hed the highett opinion of the pre- 
fent race of diffinters; but they 
already enjoyed every mente! pri- 
vilege, every freedom to ferve God 
according to their confcicnces in the 
moft ample degree. 

Mr. Fox acknowledged, that it 
was tight to oppofe the repeal of a 
teit, which fliut out fuch diflenrers, 
as denied that any eftablifament 
was neceflary. But this principle 
ought not to be indifcriminatel 
applied. He would not allow, that 
the opinions of the heads of the 
church of England were to be a 
rule for the political conduét of 
that houfe; for they had been as 
deci- 


\ 


ic8 
decidedly againit pafling the bill of 


1779, which was now ftated as 
having completed the toleration of 
the diffenters, as they were upon 
the prefent occation. He acknow- 


Jedged, that the tcft act did not 
operate directly as a fiigma upon 
the diffenters, but was of opinion, 
that it was highly unwife, to take 
religion as religion, for a teit in 


litics. The diflenters were per- 
fevering and active in their appli- 
cations for redrefs in former times ; 
and, if they employed the fame 
eifeverance now, they could not 
fail of fuccefs. He hid confidered 
himfelf as honoured in aéting with 
them on many occafions ; and, if 
he thought there was any time in 
which they departed from thofe 
principles, which were congenial 
to the conftitution of their country, 
he fhould refer to a period of very 
recent date. In recollecting what 
had been their conduct upon that 
occation, the houfe would at leatt 
do him the juilice to fay, that in 
fupporting them to-day he was not 
influenced by any very obvious mo- 
tives of ,private partiality and at- 
tachment. But he was determined 
to let them know, that, though 
they could upon fome occafions lofe 
fight of their principles of liberty, 
he would not upon any occafion 
Jofe ficht of his principles of tole- 
ration. Mr. Fox recommended the 
endeavouring to difcover, whether 
fome modification of the penalties, 
without repealing much of the act, 
might not prove more palatable to 
the houfe ; and added, that, as the 
watter ftood at prefent,-Mr. Pitt 
might be faid, though difclaiming 
rfecution in words, to admit the 
whole extent of it in principle. — 
Sir William Dolben warmly op- 
ed the motion ; and, in order to 
thow how unjuftly a fpirit of mode- 
yation had been afcribed fo the dif- 
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fenters of the prefent day, 
affage from a pamphlet of Cotter 
Foteph Prieftley, in which jt way 
obferved, * that their filent 
gation of the truth would iy the 
end prove efficacious. They Were 
wilely placing, as it were grain 
grain, a train of gunpowder, @ 
which the match would one 
be laid to blow up the fabric of @, 
ror, which could never be 
raifed upon the fame foundation 
The motion was fupported by jon 
Beauchamp, fir James Johnflone, 
fir Harry Houghton and Mr, Wi. 
liam Smith, and upon a divifiog 
the numbers appeared, ayes 100, 
noes 17°. 

The laws of imprifonment for 
debt have long been acknowle 
to form a blemifh in the legiflative 
code of this country. As it never 
happens, that an error, which ha 
crept into the government of 
country, is remedied, as foon as 
difcovered, therefore in the pte 
fent cafe the introducing a perm» 
nent improvement in our laws upon 
this fubject has long been procraf 
tinated, and refort has been hadt 
various expedients for diminifhing 
the prefent evil. One of thefe ex 
pedients has been what are called 
acts of grace, originating in the 
clemency of the fovercign upon 
his acceffion to the throne, or upon 
fome other great and holiday event, 
A fecond expedient has been wha 
is denominated the lords’ act, which 
is a fort of perpetual law, provided 
for the compounding the affairs of 
debtors, whofe debts do not excetl 
ane hundred pounds, And this ts 
mitation was extended in the yet 
1785 to the fum of two hundred 
pounds. <A farther expedient 8 
that of infolvent acts, which bart 
ufually been pafled at periods @ 
various diflance, when the prifom 
of the kingdom have been fo : 
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o be fiippofed to render them 
oy folutel¥ nl The lait in- 
folvent act in this kingdom was oc- 
cationed by the riots in 1780, and 
another was attempted to be brought 
in the year 17835 and was in- 
forced by the argument, that it was 
ufual to pafs fuch an act at the pe- 
riod in which the prince of Wales 
came of age. This bill paffed the 
commons, and was rejected by the 
lords; and the fame event was re- 
seated in 1784, 1785, and 1786. 

hefe bills had been fupported by 
Mr. Sawbridge, Mr. Newnham, 
Mr, Daniel Parker Coke, fir Jofeph 
Mawbey and lord Beauchamp in 
the houfe of commons ; and inthe 
houfe of lords by the earl of Ef- 
fingham, and the dukes of Norfolk, 
Chandos and Richmond. 

A bill of a fimilar nature being 
introduced into parliament in the 
prefent year, was read for the fe- 
cond time in the houfe of lords on 
the twenty-fecond of May. It was 
recommended by the duke of Nor- 
folk, from the confideration, ‘that 
there were above three thoufand 
debtors confined in the different 
prifons of the kingdom, the lofs of 
whofe labour was a material injury 
to their families and the public. 
The prefent bill, he obferved, con- 
tained feveral reftraining claufes 
for the prevention of fraud and im- 
pofition ; but, if any farther re- 
ftraints fhould be thought neceflary, 
he would moft willingly either in- 
troduce or receive claufes for that 
purpofe in the committee, and fu 
modify the bill, as to. render it ac- 
ceptable to the houfe, and falutary 
in its effects with regard to the pub- 
lic. Lord Rawdon, who was alfo 
an advocate for the bill, entered 
into the detail of the modes, which 
had been employed in various pe- 
riods of our hiftory for compelling 
the payment of debts, Originally, 
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he faid, fo much attention had been 
given to the ufefulneis of each in- 
dividual, to his family and the 
public, thar, whenever his property 
was feized, his utentils of agricul- 
ture were deemed unattachable. 
The proceeding by diftraint was the 
firft procefs, and that was multi- 
plied, till all the property of the 
debtor was feized. Afterwards the 
apprehending the pe:fon of the 
debtor, in order to oblige him to 
give an account of his effects, was 
added ; and this was a fevere and 
oppreflive procefs. It was not till 
the time of king Charles the Second, 
that, in confequence of the altera- 
tion of tenures, the prefene m de 
of :etaining the debror in prilor 
for a long and uncertain period was 
added. The bill was farther fup- 
ported by lord Kinnaird and the 
earl of Hopetoun. 

Lord Thurlow, by whofe inter. , 
vention the bill had been rejected 
in feveral preceding inftances, now 
delivered his fentiments in a more 
full and explicit manner, thao 
upon any former occalion. He 
maintained, that the general idea, 
that humanity required “the inier- 
vention ef the legiilature betweea 
the debtor and the creditor, was 
erroncous in its foundation, ard 
dangerous in practice. He had 
frequent opportunities of witnetling 
the temper of creditors, and had 
feldom found any caufe of coms 
plaint on actount of their feverity 3 
but on the contrary their lenity aad 
kindnefs, confidered as a collective 
body, were uniform, active and 
abundant. In aid of his own ob- 
fervation he quoted the authority 
of earl Mansfield, that for twenty 
prodigal debtors there feareely ap- 
peared in the courfe of law one 
cruel creditor. With regard to the 
argument, that there were three 
thoufand debtors in the —— 
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jails, the number of actual prifoners 
on mefne procefs or mn execution, 
was one thing ; the number of pri- 
foners, including their fuites, fami- 
Vics and attendants was another ; 
and the number of prifoners on the 
fpeculation of an infolvent bill was 
a third. 

It had been faid, that our laws 
refpefting debtor and creditor tiood 
m need of alteration and amend- 
ment, and perhaps the aflertion was 
not altogether untrue. But he ear- 
neftly conjured the houle, not to 
countenance fuch breaches of taith 
with creditors, as occafional infol- 
vent bills. He alluded to the an- 
cient notion, according to which a 
tradefman, who could not pay his 
debts, was an object of punifhment. 
Afterwards, as the principles of 
trade became better underitood, 
more enlarged ideas prevailed, and 
the bankrupt laws were inftitured 
for the reliet of trader:, who failed 
through unforefcen misfortunes. 
They were the proper objects of 
generofity and protection, while 
on the other hand tholfe, who ran 
in debt, knowing that they fhould 
never be able to pay, were certainly 
fit fubjects ot that feverity, which 
the law, as it itood, empow ered their 
creditors to exercife towards them. 
Lord Thurlow farther called to the 
recollection of the houfe the pre- 
amble of the infolvent act of 178c, 
which he reprefented. as a adie’ 
compact, into which parliament 
had entered with the body of cre- 
ditors, afluring them, that it was 
not very likely that any more in- 
folvent acts would be pailed. 

He went on to flate fome ideas, 
which he had formed of the altera- 
tions that might be detirable in the 
laws of imprifonment in this coun- 
try ; and he requetted the houfe to 
confider them, as the mere outlines 
of what, froma momentary atten. 
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tion to the fubject, had 
through his mind. He had late}: 
converted upon the fubject with Me 
Howard, whofe humanity, great as 
it was, he thought was at lead 
equalled by his witdom ; for with, 
more able or judicious reafoner ups 
on the topic he had never converfeg, 
His own ideas had been turned ty 
folitary imprifonment and a {trig 
regimen, as a puntihment for debe; 
and that novion had exactly corref. 
ponded with Mr. Howard’s. There 
was a pare ef the Scottifh lay, 
which he much adinired, and the 
was the punilhing with more thag 
ordinary feverity thofe who were 
concerned in adviling a tradefinan 
to fraudulent bankruptcy, and aid 
ing and aflifting him in effecting 
fuch a bankruptcy. Another mat 


ter, which he had in contemplatioa, , 


was to oblige the creditor to allow 
the groats, agreeably to the lords’ 
act, and to increafe them, if the 
conftitution and habit of his debtor 
required it. To indemnify the cre 
ditor he meant to allow him, to add 
the groats to the original debt, for 
which the eltate of the debtor, e- 
ther in poftetiion, revertion, or ex- 
pectancy, fhould be liable. Upon 
the quettion for going into a com 
mittee upon the bill, the numbers 
were, contents 32, not contents 
23. 

A few of the topics, which oc 
curred in the prefent feilion, appeat 
to demand that they fhould be ju 
mentioned, though, as they were 
neither made a part of the laws ot 
the country, nor were attended 
with very confiderable difcuilion, 
it is not neceflary that we fhould 
dwell upon them. A bill was of 
fered to parliament, both in the 
lait and pretent feffion, by Mr 
Baftard, for preventing frivolous 
and vexatious fuits in the eccletials 


tical courts, and having paffed the 
come 
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ns, was rejected by the lords. 


mo re 
whe necellity of this bill was urged by 


the confideration of the very ttrange 
and abfurd fuits, that were fre- 
uently infliruted in thefe courts ; 


ene in particular Mr. Battard men- 
cioned, which had been brought a- 
gaint a man for antenuptial torni- 
cation, fix or feven years atter the 
death of his wife. Mr. Batlard af- 
firmed, that all fuits, commenced 
in thefe courts, without exception 
originated in malice, and that, even 
if it were otherwife, the courts 
were ufelefs, fince they were em- 
powered to inflict no other punifh- 
ment than that of penance, which 
was merely going to church in mat- 
querade, and was rather an object 
of ridicule, than ot terror. The 
ecclefiattical courts were defended 
hy fir Lloyd Kenyon, Mr. Arden, 
Mr, Bearcrott and Mr. John Scott ; 
the lait of whom obierved, that, if 
a court were to be abolifhed or re- 
ftrained, on account ot the abfurdi- 
ty of fome of its proceedings, the ar- 
gument would apply to every court 
of law in this kingdom. He quoted 
the opinions of certain judges in 
proot of this. From thete it ap- 
peared, that, if a man faid that an- 
other had been guilty of murder, 
that was actionable, becau/e murder 
was afelony ; but, it he only faid 
that he cut down the other’s head 
with a cleaver, fo thas one cheek 
lay on one fhoulder and another 
upon another, that was not action- 
adle, If a man called a womaa a 
whore in London or Southwark, it 
was actionable ; but he might call 
her fo elfewhere with impunity. 
It aman in Yorkfhire faid that an- 
other had ftrained a mare, it was 
actionable, becaufe in Yorkfhire 
thofe words had a different mean- 
tng trom what they had in any 
other county, The arguments of 
the lawyers were anfwered, and the 
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bill fupported by fir William Molef- 


worth, fir William Lemon, fie 
James Johnitone, Mr. Rolle, Mr. 
Courtenay, and Mr. Fox. 

A bill had been introduced in the 
year 1786 by Mr. Puleney, for 
more effectually fupplying his ma- 
jefty’s fhips of war with feamen, 
and tor abolifhing the impreis fer- 
vice; and, having been rejected 
upon the fecond reading, was now 
introduced with fome alterations. 
and read for the firft time and print- 
ed, upon the motion of Mr. Sheri- 
dan. A motion was alfo made late 
in the fetlion by Mr. Minchin, for 
appointing a commilffion of profef- 
fional men, not members of parlia- 
ment, in imitation of the commif- 
fion of public accounts, for the re- 
vilal of the penal laws, which were, 
in his opinion, much too fanguin- 
ary, and hable to feveral other very 
cogent objecnons. The motion was 
withdrawn at the requeit of Mr. 
Pitt. A petition was allo prefented 
from the common council of the 
city of London, for reviving the 
laws againit regrators and foreftal- 
lers; and it was moved, that the 
petition fhould be reterred to a com- 
mittee. The prayer ot the com- 
mon council was fupported by Mr. 
le Meturier, and was treated with 
contempt and ridicule by Mr. alder- 
man ‘lownfend, Mr. Vyner and 
Mr. Burke. By the latter it was 
obferved, that the laws againtt fore- 
ftalling had not long fince been re- 
pealed upon the recommendation of 
lord Mansfield; and, as he had 
been the humble inftrument of mov- 
ing the repeal, he wifhed to prevent 
the dry bones of thofe gibbetted 
laws, trom being again called from 
their merited fate into exitlence. 
Sir Watkin Lewes exprefled fome 
indignation at the fupercilious man- 
ner in which the deliberate reflece 
tions of the common céuncil of Lon- 
don 
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don were treated; and alderman 
Newnham obferved, that, though 
Smithfield ought to be the common 


market of the metropolis, the cat-’ 


the were now ftopped in cheir way, 
aud bought up in the neighbouring 
villages, and an attificial fearcity 
created in the midit of plenty. ‘The 
motion was rejected without a divi- 
fon. 

The cafe of Mr. David Brodie, a 
captain in the navy, had been 
brought under the contideration of 
the houfe of commons, but unfuc- 
ecfsfully, in the year 1786; and 
was now revived upon the motion 
of tir Matthew White Ridley, and 
fir john Miller. This officer had 
difplayed great bravery in the war 
of 172g. In a tloop of ten guns 
he had tuilamed and repelled an ate 
tack from a fifty gun flip of the 
enemy, and had taken feven French 
and two Spanith veilels, in the ac- 
tion with one of which he loft his 
right arm. He was then promoted 
to the command of a flip of the 
line, and had captured a flip of 
fixty forr guns, the only fhip that 
bad been taken in the engagement 
off the Havannah in 1748. In 
t7so he tlated that he was incapa- 
ble of fervice, and prayed to be put 
upon the pention litt, ~ His prefent 
complaint was,"that he had been 
pailed over in the promotion of ad- 
miras in 778, upon a rule efla- 
blithed by the board of admiralty, 
« that no officer, who had not ferv- 
ed in the war preceding any naval 
prametion, fhould be included in 
that promotion ;”’ though heproved, 
that he had repeatedly offered his 
fervices in the war of 175<¢. 

The demand of captain Brodie 
was warmly fupported by Mr. Pul- 
tency, Mr. Dempiter, Mr. Drake, 
fir George Colher, and captain 
Mach ide. Sir Edmund Affleck de- 
clared, that a more meritorious of- 





ficer had never ferved his majety 
and that he was as good a may i 
private lite as had exittence, Sis 


John Jervis fpoke of him in terms 
of high encomium. At a time, 
when party difputes divided the 
navy, and ran fo high as greatly 
to injure the fervice, captain Bro. 
die had not only preferved his cha. 
racter free from impuration, by 
his conduct itood confpicuous fo 
bravery and merit. It had falleg 
to the flare of a diliinguithed of, 
cer, now at the head of his profef. 
lion, to fit upon a court marta) 
then held upon an othcer of emis 
nence, and to examine Captain 
srodie as a witnefs. ‘Thus circum 
{ftanced, he had drawn trom him, 
though with ereat reluctance, ag 
account of the proceedings and bu. 
finefs in queition ; and, atrer hear 
ing him out, had burit torth inte 
an exclamation of applaufe, declar 
ing, that the oldeit oflicers iu the 
fervice might be glad to give upthe 
glory of all the actions of their 
lives, to have acted as captain Bro 
die had done on that day. Sit 
John Jervis appealed to the gene 
rofity and juttice of the houfe, whe 
ther they could refufe this act ot 
their kindnefs, the ex pence of which 
he underttood would amount to 
1201. per annum, to an othcer now 
verging to his feventy-eighth year, 
and whofe conttitution was broken 
and fhattered by ha:d‘hips and m 
juries. 

The motion was oppofed by Mn 
Brett, Mr. Hopkins and captaia 
Levefon Gower, lords of the adm 
ralry, commodore Bowyer, lord 
Hood, lord Mulgrave, and Mr. 
Dundas. Mr. Pitt confidered the 


motion as in the higheft degree 
alarming, as it invaded the royal 
prerogative, and affirmed to that 
houfe the tuperintendence of naval 
promotions. 


He faid, that, whens 
ruky 
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rule, like that of the board of ad- 
miralty, was once eftablithed, he 
fhould approve of its being vigi- 
lantly euarded by that houfe, but 
not of their interpoling tora par- 
tial violation of it. Mr. Fox ace 
knowledged, that Mr. Pitt's objec- 
tion would be a good one, if the 
wution had demanded for captain 
jrodic {pecific rank ; but obferved, 
that on the contrary, it inerely pray- 
ed the king to be!tow fome mark of 
bis roval favour, leaving it to him- 
ff to determine its nature. The 
houfe divided upon the addrets, 
ayes 32, nots ‘O°. 

The fubject, which next claims 
our attention, will be found upon 
every account h ghly interefling. 
The great perfonage, to whom it 
relates, is the heir apparent ot the 
Britith crown; and to develop the 
character and trace the difpofinons, 
in the earlier and more perfonal 
tranfactions, of him, upon whom 
the welfare of millions will in a 
certain degree depend, and who 
will probably govern one of the 
moit enlichtened nations in Eu- 
rope, at a period of {till ereater ree 
finement and knowlege than the 
prefent, arrefts the mind by every 
motive, that belougs to us as in- 
dividuals, as citizens, and as men. 
The narrative ts rendered (till more 
attractive, if it needed any addi- 
tional attraction, by private’ anec- 
dote, by delicacy of fituation, and 
by a new and uncommon circum- 
ftance, that alarmed the apprehen- 
lions of many, and employed the 
refle‘tions of alls 

Into the charaéter of a prince, 
who is yet in early life, and who 
may poflibly hereafter difplay dif- 
pehtions and talents, the feeds of 
Which ean fearcely yet be faid to 
be developed, we fhall not be ex- 
pected to enter at large. He is 
hot fuppofed to be deficient, either 
1737s 


firft contented to the 
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in the natural powers of the under- 
ftanding, or in the accompliflhments 
of education. His manners are 
{aid to be affable and engaging, 
and his converiation fenfible, ju- 
dicious atid polite. At the fame 
time his difpofition is tull of anima- 
tion and paffion ; and, whether in 
the purtuit of honourable and jut 
purpofes, or in a temporary devias 
tion into error, he is incapable of a 
cold and phlegmatic moderation. 
The firft occafion, in which his 
perfonal difpofitions became a fub- 
ject of public obfervaiion, was dur- 
ing the adminittration of the duke 
of Portland in 1783.. A mutual 
cordiality was known to fubfitt be- 
tween the heads of this adminiftra- 
tion, particularly Mr, Fox, and 
the prince of Wales; and in the 
month of June a parliamentary no- 
tice was given of an intended mef- 
fage trom the fovereign, the fub- 
ject of which, though not publicly 
ttated, was generally underflood to 
be an increafe of the revenue of 
the prince from so,ocol. to 
100,000 1. per annum. Whether 
it were, that the minifters a¢ted in 
this bufinefs with rafinefs and pre- 
cipitation, or that the king, having 
meafure, 
upon maturer reflection thooght 
proper to withdraw his confent ; 
certain it is, that a deimur was 
created upon the fubje&, and that 
it was for fome days a matter of 
doubt, whether the minifters, who 
thought they could not recede with 
honour, would not refign upon 
this queflion. In this emergency 
the prince of Wales interpofed be- 
tween his futher and his centiden- 
tial fervanis. He declared, that 
he was defirous of obtaining no 
additional income, that did not 
{pring from the fpontaneous bounty 
of the king, and that he chofe for 
the prejent to femain in the fitua- 
H tick 
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tion if which he was. Thus the 
thatter was fettled in the year 
5733. 

In the beginning of the year 
1786, a new topic of general dif- 
courfe brought the prince of Wales 
again before the tribunal of the 
public. Like other young min, he 
Had hitherto fhewn a general re- 
gard for the fair fex, without at- 
taching himfelf fully and decilively 
td one individual, At this time he 
contra@ed a very intimate friend- 
fhip with Mrs. Fitzherbert, a lady 
of family, niece of the father’s fide 
t© fir Edward Smythe ef Acton 
Burnel in the county of Salop, ba- 
ronet, and diftantly related to lowd 
Sefton, an earl of the kingdom of 
Ireland. He was known to be 
very frequently at the houfe of 
this lady, and appeared with her 
familiarly at all public places. 
This circumilance was perhaps a- 
lone fufficient to excite a rumour 
of their being privately married, 


and it is not certain that the rue 


mour had any other origin. 

‘Lhat the prince of Wales fhould 
not be privately married, was an 
event particularly guarded againit 
in a celebrated aét of parliament ot 
the prefent reign, commonly call- 
ed the royal marriage a¢t, By this 
act it was declared, that the heir 
apparent was incapable of marry- 
ihe tll the age of twenty-five 
years, without his father’s confent, 
or, in cafe of refulal, without the 
¢confent of both hous of parlias 
ment, 
it had taken place, was null in law. 
The children of the Marriage, if 
any were born, were iilegitimite 
dnd incapable of inheritance. But 
this was by no means the circum- 
ftance, which made the moft con- 
fiderable impretfion upon the pub- 
fe mind. Mrs, Fitzherbert was 


educated iw the principles of the 





"The no artiatre therefore, if 


Roman Catholic religion, te] 
might have retracted thofe Pring) 
ples ; but was that retractation, ifs 
had been made, worthy to be be. 
heved ? ‘The act of fettlemene br 
which the houfe of Bruntwie wag 
called to the Britith throney ex. 
prefly declared a prince who mar. 
ried at Catholic, incapable of jy 
heriting the throne. This provi. 
hon it might be faid was made 
a tune, when we had jutt reafyy 
to apprehend the intrigues of the 
Catholics againtt the citablithed re. 
ligion of the country; now thef 
Intrigues were no lomver to be fear. 
ed, and the provilion was of courf 
to be regarded as obfolete. Buriz 
is fearcely to be credited, how 
deep an impreflion was made by this 
fuppoled marriage on the minds of 
many well meaning — individals, 
They faw in their pro{pects into 
futurity every reaton to expect the 
horrors of a civil war; «nod, in their 
zeal for our civil and religious li. 
berties, fome of them were ready, 
in cafe of the demiie of the fove- 
reign, to have taken up arms @ 
gaint his natural fucceflor by way 
of antidote and precaution. 

The year 1786 was farther dif 
tinguifhed by a circum ance in the 
hiftary of the prince of Wales, not 
lefs extraordinary, than that which 
we have mentioned, and which 
does much honour to his prince 
ples and his character. Acting, @ 
he had done, under a kind of on 
certainty ref{pecting his future m 
come, and certainly not exempt 
from the heedleffncis and the ex 
travagance of youth, the prince of 
Wales wus faid to have contracted 
debts to the amount of between 
two and three hun: thoufand 
pounds, In this fituation he did 
not act in the manner, which cule 
tom has in fome meafure autho. 
rifed in royal perfonages ; he did 

put 
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ate the conduct, which has 


pot imit ch hs 
{requently been adopted by pers 
fons much lefs elevated in their 


firuation, and look with inditierence 
on the inconveniences and dif- 
trefles that might fall upon his 
creditors. He felt like a man of 
virtue and honour. Having wait- 
ed for a confiderable time in the 
hope of fome favourable change in 
his fituation, he is reported to have 
applied to the king tor affiltance ; 
obferving at the fame time, that, it 
any part of his conduct were 
thought improper, he would alter 
it, and conform to the withes ot 
his majefty, in every thing that 
liccame him asa gentleman, The 
kine defired, that a ftate of the 
priace’s affairs might be laid before 
him. This was accordingly done; 
gud onthe fourth of July the king’s 
anfwer, which was a direét refutal 
to interfere, was conveyed to lord 
Southampton, the groom of the ttole 
to the prince. 

The prince took only one day to 
deliberate upon the conduct he 
fhould hold in this emergency. 
He then refolved to fupprets the 
efiabliihment of his houfhold, to 
abridge himfclt of every ulelefs ex- 
pence, and to fet apart a large an- 
nual fum in the hands of truitees, 
which was rumoured to be of the 
amount of 40,0001, for the liquidas 
tion of his debts. He had hitherto 
indulged to a paffion, frequent in 
perions of high rank, of training 
running horfes for Newmarket and 
the other places of public conten- 
tion in this kind. His running 
horfes, his hunters, even his coach 
horfes, were now fold by public 
auction to the amount of feven 
thoufand guineas, the buildings of 
Carlton houfe were ftopped, and 
tome of the confiderable rooms fhut 
up trom ufe. In this manner he 
thought proper to retire from the 
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fplendour which belonged to his 
ftation, rather than torteit that ho. 
nour and integrity, Which undouht- 
edly every man ought to contider 
himfeif as pledging to his credi- 
tors. 

The conduct of the prince was 
2 fubject of various animadvertion. 
In itfelf undoubtedly, and taken 
feparatecly trom any thing that had 
preceded it, it was entitled to high 
commendation. But it is equaily 
certain, thar it did not obtain trom 
the nation in general that full and 
voluntary applaufe, to which it 
was enutled. ‘Ihe temper of the 
prefent age is a fubject of curious 
{peculation. It eannot be pretend. 
ed, that we are entire tlrangers to 
diffipation and profligacy; but 
there is a prevailing humour, that 
renders us feve:e, almoit cynical, 
upon the fubject of virsue. In the 
great contelt between Mr, Pitt and 
Mrs Fox in the clofe of the latt 
parhament, undoubtedly there was 
many contiderations, that co-operat- 
ed with each other for the purpote 
of giving fo entire a victory to the 
former. But of all thefe motives 
perhaps the moft cogent was that, 
which was derived trom the fobri- 
ety and purity of Mr. Pitt’s con. 
duct, aud from the known dillipas 
tion and propentity to gaming of 
Mr Fox. It is equally true, 
though not ‘perhaps equally obvie 
ous, tlrat nothing has tended to 
carry the prefent fovercign in fafee 
ty through all the ftortms and cala. 
mities of his reign, more, than his 
perfect freedom trom every irregue 
lar and vicious purfuit. The con- 
tra(t in this refpect between the 
prince upon the throne and his ape 
parent fucceffor, was by no mean¢ 
favourable to the latter. There 


was fcarcely any deviation, in which 
the prince did not occafionally in- 
dulge, and it cannot be denied, 

Ha 


that 
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that the world fpoke in language 
of ftrong cenfure of the choice made 
by him of his mott intimate com- 
panions. All thefe contiderations 
were ten fold ftrengthened, by the 
affair of the fuppofed marriage with 
Mrs. Fitzherbert. His admirers 
compared him with our favourite 
Henry the Filth, and afferted, that 
his prefent difhipation was only the 
ebullition and the firit violence of 
greatand noble qualites. But to 
this it was replied, that the matter 
in queftion cut off a!l hopes. In 
this initance he had proved, that 
the wildne{s and inconfideration of 
his nature were rooted, and that he 
had no better and more worthy 
principles at bottom to check his 
exceiles. ‘lo the gratification of a 
youthful inclination, he had facri- 
ficed the dignity of his character, 
and the happinefs ct his country. 
His fituation became every day 
more critical, In lefsthan a mouth 
from the period in which he had 
difcharged his houfhold, the at- 
tempt was made upon the life of 
the fovereicn, which we have men- 
tioned in the beginning of the pre- 
fent volume. The prince was at 
Brighthelmftone when the affair 
happened; and the news reached 
him, not by immediate conveyance 
from the king, but by the informa- 
tion of a private friend. Without 
a moment’s delay he travelled poit 
to Windifor, and had an interview 
with. her majeity. Upon this oc- 
cafion it might have been expected, 
that the affection, which naturally 
fubtifts between the parent and the 
child, fhould have carried the 
prince and the king into each o- 
ther’s arms. They did not fee one 
another. The king knew that the 
- prince was in the houfe, but he did 
not think proper to {ummon him to 
his prefence. ‘The prince on his 
part did not demand an iaterview, 





becaufe court etiquette feemed te 
have placed the neceffity of the tirk 
overture on the other fide, and be. 
caufe he naturally imagined, that 
he had fufliciently difplayed the 
difpofitions by which he was ae, 
tuated, by the journey from 
which he was jut arrived. There 
hud already been a coldnets be 
tween the king and the prince, bur 
this was the firft occafion in which 
it had broken out into act. It was 
fuppofed by many, that the king 
was difpleafed with the circum. 
{tance of the prince having though 
proper to difcard his houthold, 
without having confulted the inelj. 
nation of his father, or demanded 
Its confent. It was alfo fuppofed, 
that the king participated in the 
feelings of the majority of his fub. 
jecis refpecting Mrs. Fitzherbert, 
‘The rumour of the pretended mar 
riage might probably have origi- 
nated in a very low and infigmifi- 
cant fource; but it is of the nature 
of rumour to increafe, if it be not- 
contradicted by the perfon to whom 
it immediately relates. In the pre- 
fent cafe there were reafons for 
not contradi¢ting it. The pride ot 
the lady’s family, the delicacy due 
to herielf, feemed to require tha 
a certuin degree of myitery and & 
lence fhould reft upon the tranface 
tion. There were few people in 
Great Britain, who knew the falfe- 
hood of the rumour; and ther 
were few, by whom it was not in 
good earneft believed. It is even 
probable, from the coldnefs and 
diftance that had for fome time 
fubfiited, that the king himfelt was 
not uninformed upon the fubje&. 
This open rupture between the 
prince and his father filled up the 
meature ef the fon’s unpopularity. 
The experienced and the fage took 
part againft him. ‘The domeltic 
character of he king was web 
knows, 








—_ tb ae ce OCOCe,lCOUelUmeelU.. lULwlCUU.lUCUeelCU6Ue 





we ear TeTrlUrRrhTOrClUC RrUrhUC ChU(C 3WUCUrRCUtClhlhCUwDOllUhSH 


ee a a on 


. Comal bal se 


~ . = rT / 


— SP “- ES _ se bl 


i ld 





FOREIGN 


Laown, and Was au object of genc- 
ral refpect. It was not probable, 
that the father fhould fail in pater- 
nal kindaefs to his fon, though 1 
were very potlible that the fon 
might fail in filial duty to his ta- 
there They athrmed, that, in a 
uarrel between thefe two, the fon 
was always in the wrong. ‘They 

-edicted the moit calamitous e- 
vents as the refult of this breach, 
Thev looked back to the hittory of 
the two preceding reigns, and they 
believed, that fomething more bit- 
ter, more inveterate, and more in- 
jucious to government and the peo- 
ple would ‘ipring up now, than in 
any former inftances. 

We have now related all thofe 
public events in the hittory of the 
prince, which preceded the tran- 
{action that was the immediate oc- 
cafion of introducing them. Nine 
months had now elapfed fince he 
had reduced his houfhold, retrench- 
ed his income, and entered upon 
the project for the liquidation of 
his debts. He had expected per- 
haps, that fo ttriking an inftance of 
his intere(ledne{s would have ope- 
rated fomewhere, fo as to occalion 
his embarraflments to be taken up 
as a national concern. He feit 
himfelt indifpofed, to fubmit any 
longer to the indignity of his ntu- 
ation, and to live upon the very 
narrow plan he had chalked out to 
himfelt, ihe public has been di- 
vided refpecting what it was that 
it became them to defire in the 
prefent initance. On the one hand 
was faid, that the prince was the 
proper perfon to do the honours 
of the nation to foreigners that vi- 
lited it, and that the magnificence 
of his living, the liberality of his 
temper, and the atfability of his 
difpotition were calculated to exalt 
and do credit to the Englith cha- 
rater. His prefent fituation was 
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a difyrace to the country. It ex. 
hibited us in the eyes of Europe, 
either as impoverithed and impo- 
tent, or as voverned by an injudi- 
cious and ill timed penuriouinefs, 
that curbed and chained down the 
manly inclinations ot the firit fub- 
ject in the realm, and froze up the 
natural current of his {pirit and ge- 
nerolity. On the other hand it 
was maintained, that the irregular 
and faulty character of the prince 
required a fevere difcipline. Ie 
was perhaps true that he had dif- 
covered fome rectitude of judgment. 
He had known how to chufe the 
path of virtue, and he ought to be 
taught how to pertitt in it in fpite 
of the ruggednefs and thorns that 
furrounded it. Adverfity was ne- 
ver yet injurious to improvement. 
A perion otf the moit elevated birth 
was in danger of being fpoiled by 
uninterrupted profperity, and it was 
right that poverty, hardfhip and 
inconvenience fhould teach him to 
teel tor other men. 

We have defcribed what were 
the reflections of indifferent fpec- 
tators: we return to what was the 
conduct of the prince. Having 
tried, as he conceived, every other 
expedient tor his extrication, he 
now thought proper, as the latt re- 
fort, to authorife an application to 
parliament, and -the perfon, to 
whom the bufinefs was intrufted, 
was Mr. Nathaniel Newnham, an 
alderman and one of the members 
for the city of London. Accord- 
ingly this gentleman on Friday 
the twentieth of April put the 
quellion to Mr, Pitt, whether it 
were his defign to bring forward 
any propolttion to refcue the prince 
ot Wales trom his prefent very em- 
barrafled and dittreffed fituation. 
Being anfwered, that Mr. Pitt had 
received no commands to that pur- 
pote trom the king, he gave notice, 
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that, on Friday the fourth of May, 


he would bring forward a motion 
upon that fubject tor the coniidera- 
tion of the houfe. 

This notice produced a very ex- 
traordinary. impreffion upon the 
minds of his hearers, and awaken- 
ed the utmoit anxiety in dierent 
deferipions of perfons in puarlia- 
ment, Mr. Pite revived the fub- 
ject on the following Tuetday, 
and requeited to be indulged with 
foe more accurate informat iON, 
reipecting the precife nature of the 
propofed motion. Mr. Newnham 
Was not prepared to anfwer wo this 
eng yuiry ; and Mr. Pitt then ob- 
ferved, that the fubject was of the 
higheit importance in itfelf, of the 
greatett novelty, was likely to at- 
fect the moit efiential interetts of 
the coumry, and of all others re- 

uived the ereatett delicacy, in its 
difcuiiion. ‘The knowlege, which 
he poiicticd on the fubject, nade 
him peculiarly defirous of av voiding 
it; bur, if it were abfolutely de- 
termined to bring it forward, he 
would, however diftrefti pe it might 
prove to him as an ip dividual, dii- 
charge his duty to the public and 
enter fullv into the fubject, 

On Friday the twenty-feventh 
of April Mr, Newnham flated to 
the hoyte the precife nature of his 
tnotion, which was for an addrefs 
to the king, praying him, to take 
the fitugtion of the prince into his 
¢confidergiion, and to grant him 
fuch relief as in his wifdom he 
thould think fit, pledging the houle 
to make good the fame. Mr. Rolle 


obferved, that he felt much .con- 
gern to find Mr, Newnham per- 
ti tin his intention, and particular- 
by pre fied the fubject upon the at- 
fcution of the country gentlemen, 
as it was one of thofe queitions 
pat icuded imipediately to affect 





H AN D 


the conitution in church apd 
flare. 

_Mr. Sheridan declared himfelf 
highly unprefled with a fente ot 
the magnitude and importance of 
the fdulsect, and contidered it ay 
perhaps of greater conteqi ince, 
than any, that had ever bee; 
tated in thar aflemb ly. But he 
could not agree, that it intereited 
the country gentlemen alone, and 
not every individual member of 
parliament. He took notice ot Mr, 
Kolle’s expreffion retpeciing the 
conttitution in church and flate, 
upon which he did not know what 
precife meaning to atlix; and he 
recurred to another expreilion, 
employed by Mr. Pitt, which, oa 
account of the perfon trom whom 
it cume, Was entitled to the more 
ferious obfervation. He meant ay 
infinuation, that there were cir 
cumtlances, which mutt come out 
in the dileuilion of the quettion, 
to fhow the linpropricty of grant. 
ing the atliftance required. He de. 
clared from the beft ard higheft aus 
thority, that neither the friends of 
the prince, nor the prince himfelt, 
had anv other with, than that eve 
ry circumitance in the whole feries 
ot his conduct fhould be mott m- 
nutcly and accurately inveiligated 
His royal highnets defired, that no 
part of his conduét, circumitances, 
or fituation, fhould be treated with 
ambiguity, concealment, or affect 
ed tendernefs, but that whatever 
related to ion fhould be difcutied 
openly, and with fair, manly and 
direét examination, Mr. Sheri 
dan added, that he had expected, 
that, long before this, the atk 
wardnefs of the difcuifion would 
have been prevented by relict trom 
another quarter, and that he telt 
an extreme reluctance in agitating 
if in an hoftiie manner, Mr. “ 
Oey 
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fer, Mr. Hufley, Mr. Drike and 
Mir. Powys now intertered, and 
coined theirintreaties to Mr, New n- 
ham, that he would give up his 
intended motion, By the latter it 
was remarked, that, inttead of 
hearing on that day an explanation 
of what might be the fubttance of 
the motion, he had rather expect- 
ed, that the member, who had pre- 
pared it, would have come and 
aiked pard.n of the houte tor the 
impropriety of his conduct. Mr. 
Powys declared, that there never 
was a quettion, in which he had 
felt fo much, or was fo incapuble 
from agitation of exprefing what 
he Was anxious to {uy ; und he 
trufed, that every perfon, who 
wifhed well to the country, or was 
attached to the family upon the 
throne, would ufe every poilibie 
effort to prevent it from being de- 
bated. 

M:. Pitt protefled much good 
will to the prince of Wales, and 
was greatly concerned, that by the 
perfeverance of Mr. Newnham, he 
fhould be driven, though with in- 
finite reluctance, to the difclofure 
of circumftances, which he had an 
opportunity of knowing, and which 
he would otherwife have thought 
it his duty to conceal. He dite 
claimed any idea of infinuation, 
and aflerted, that the form of the 
motion, fo far from rendering it 
more acceptable to him, was of 
all others the mott improper and 
unjuitifiable that could be propofed, 
Mr Sheridan replied, that he was 
unable to comprehend, why the 
nouce of the meafure fhould have 
produced fo much alarm among 
she country members. But, be 


that as ic will, Mr. Pitt had him- 
‘eit crected an infuperable bar to 
the withdrawing ot the motion. 
Intinuations had been thrown out 
wWthe frit inftance, and converted 
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into aflértions on that dav, whi¢h 
the h. nour and felings of the par- 
ties mide it nee fary to have exe 
plaincd, Should the perfons ene 
caged now recede trom the mea- 
fure, coud the houte, could the 
country, o¢ could Europe form 
any other opinion of fuck behas 
viour, than that the prince had 
vielded to te ror, what he had de- 
nied to argument ? But, if fuch 
were the detign of the threats that 
had been empoyd, he believed 
they would find. that the author of 
them had as much mittaken the 
feclings, as the conduct of the 
prince. Mr, Sheridan faid, that, 
as to its being fuppoied, that the 
party with whom he acted were dee 
firous of tomenting the unhappy 
divilions, which were conceived ta 
exilt in the royal tamily, the charge 
was as faulfe, as it was foolifh, 
Such divilions, fo tar from affitting, 
muit materially imure thofe, wha 
were not admitted into his majef¢ 
ty's councils, and whofe oppohition 
was in reality founded, not in pers 
fonal animofities, but upon broad 
contlitutional ground. 

The converfation was now inter- 
rupted by a debate upon a very 
ditterent fubject ; and, as {oon ag 
that was ditpofed of, Mr. Pitt rofe 
again, to obferve, that the partis 
culars, to which he had alluded, 
aad which he fhould think it necefs 
fury to ttate more fully to the houfe, 
related only to the pecuniary fitue- 
ation of the prince ot Wales, and 
to a correfpondence which had 
taken place oa that fubject, and 
had no ieference to any extrancoug 
circumiances. He trutted there. 
fore, that, this matter being exe 
plained, he fhould prevail in his 
intreaties to prevent the proceeding 
any tarther in a butinels, which, 
though he had no doubt it was une 
gextaken from a regard to thé ho- 
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nour of the royal family and the 
interelts of the country, mutt, it 
pertifted in, be productive of con- 
fequences moit injurious to both, 
Mr. Newnham replied, that he was 
certainly not to rath and prelump- 
tuous, as to have taken up the 
idea of tiis motion from the bare 
fuggeition of his own mind, and 
that, haviog brought himfelt to 
undertake a matter of fo much im- 
portance, neither was he io weak 
as to feel any alarm for con- 
fequences, which might be held 
out with an intereiled view to drive 
him from it. 

On the Sunday following a meet- 
ing was held, at the houle of Mr. 
Thomas Pelham, of the triends ot 
the intended motion of Mr. Newn- 
ham, anu at which the prince of 
Wales was prefent, in order to 
contider of the {tate of the butineis, 
and to concert fuch meatures, as 
wight .be thought proper under 
the prefent circumiiances ; and, in 
confequence ot this meeting, new 
ground was taken in a converfa- 
tion, that was introduced in the 
houfe of commons on the tollow- 
ing day. Mr. Newnham began 
with alluding to the remark which 
had been made by Mr. Pitt, that 
the mode of application by addrefs 
to the throne was of all others the 
moitvexceptionable ; and declared, 
that ke fhovld theretore think it 
right to decline that form of pro- 
ceeding, and, if Mr. Pitt would 
point out a mode of application the 
moit mild and the leait likely to 

rovoke retiitance, he would readi- 
ly adopt that mode, in preference 
to any other that might occur to 
him He obterved, that certain 
hints hac been thrown out by Mr. 
Pic reipecing the fingular deli- 
cacy of fome matters that it would 
be ne. eff Hy to agitate, Whichshints, 
though quceitionable in their firtt 

6 


appearance, were explained by th 
minifter in a fatisfactory Manner 
Another allufion had been employ. 
ed by Mr. Rolle, who had talked 
of the queition as affecting oy 
conftitution in church and itate, 
and he conceived, that that ven. 
tleman was bound, as a man of 
honour, to Come to an open expla. 
nation of what he intended by the 
allufion, : 
Mr. Fox, who had not bee, 
pretent at the convertation of Fr. 
day, now followed Mr. Newnham, 
Hie had underttood, that Mr. She. 
ridan had upon that occafion ob. 
ferved, that the prince did not with 
to fhrink irom any enquiry, which 
it might be thought neceflary to 
inflitute. Mr. Fox now confirmed 
that affertion trom the immediate 
authority of the prince. With re. 
gard to the private correfpondence 
in queition, he was delirous to have 
it laid before the houfe, becaufe it 
would prove the conduct of the 
prince to have beey in the high 
elt degree amiable, and would pre- 
fent an uniform and _ pertect pice 
ture of duty and obedience; as 
much fo, as ever in any inilance 
had been thown, from a fon to his 
tather, or from a fubject to his 
fevereign, As to the debt which 
was the caufe of his embarraflment, 
the prince was willing to give a 
general and fair account of it ; and, 
if any part of it were doubted, 
trom a fufpicion that this or that 
article of the account comprehend 
ed any fums of money indirectly 
applied, he would give a clear eX+ 
planation of the particulars to the 
king or his minifters. He had 


not the fmallett objection to at- 
fording the houfe every pollible 
fatistaction, and there was not 4 
circumflance of his life, which he 
was afhamed to have known. With 


reipect to the alluhon to church 
aud 
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and ftare, till the perfon who had 
made it thought proper to explain 
himfelf, it was impoilible to fay 
with certainty to what it referred. 
Buc he fuppoted it mutt have origi- 
nated in that miferable calumny, 
that low malicious talfhood, which 
had been propagated without doors, 
and made the wanton fport of the 
vulgar. He had hoped, that a 
tale, fic only to impofe on the low- 
eft orders of perfons in the ftreet, 
would not have gained the fmallett 
degree of credit. Bur, when it 
appeared, that an invention io mon- 
firous, that a report of a tact, 
which was deftitute ot the flightett 
foundation, and which was actually 
impoflible to have happened, had 
been circulated with fo much in- 
duftry, and made fo deep an im- 
preflion, it proved at once the un- 
common pains taken by the ene- 
mies of the prince, to propagate 
the groficit and moft malignant 
falfhoods, with a view to depreciate 
his character, and injure him in 
the opinion of his country. Mr. 
Fox added, that, when he confi- 
dered, that his royal highnels was 
the firlt fubject in the kingdom, 
and the tnmediate heir to the 
throne, he was at a lofs to imagine 
what ipecies of party it.was, that 
could have originated fo bate and 
jcandalous a calumny. Had there 
exitied in the kingdom fuch a face 
ton as an anti-Bruniwic faction, 
to that faction he fhould certainly 


have attributed the fabrication of 


fointamous a talfhood ; for he faw 
hot what other defeription of men 
could teel an interett, in firft in- 
Venting, and then circulating with 
more than ordinary affiduity a tale, 
every particular fo untounded. 
The prince had farther auchorifed 
Mr. Fox to declare, that, as a peer 
of paruament, he was ready in the 
wider houfe, to fubmit to any the 
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moft pointed queftions that could 
be put to him upon the fubject, ot 
to afford the king or his minifters 
the fulleit affurances of the utter 
falflhood of the fact in queftien. 
With refpect to the alarming con- 
fequences, talked of as likely to be 
the effect of a parliamentary dif- 
cuflion of the prince’s fituation, 
Mr. Fox faw no reafon to dread 
them. 

Mr. Pitt obferved, that Mr. 
Newnham had miftaken the nature 
o! his objection to the intended 
motion. His oppofition was point- 
ed at every propofal that fhould 
originate fuch a fubject in that 
houfe; fo that in fact the form in 
which it was done could have very 
little weieht in his confideration, 
Mr. Fox, he faid, had proceeded a 
little too far, in having charged him 
with dealing in infinuations and 
innuendos, merely becaufe he had 
tiated that difagreeable topics would 
be found to mingle in the difcuffion 
of the fubject. Mr. Pitt added, 
thac it little became Mr. Fox at 
the fame time to throw out hints 
and infinuations, evidently calcu- 
laced and intended to fall fome- 
where, and upon fome perfon, 
whom, though he had not men- 
tioned, he feemed to think the houfe 
would be able to difcover. Such 
expreffions, he was convinced, no 
member would expect him to an- 
fwer. Mr. Fox had not chofen to 
point his charge againft any indi- 
vidual, nor fhould he point it for 
him. 

Mr. Rolle acknowleged, that the 
fubject, upon which Mr. Fox had 
{poken, was the matter to which 
he had alluded, as affeéting both 
church and ftare. That matter 
had been ftated and difcuffed in the 
newfpapers all over the kingdom, 
and it had made an napedliale on 
him, and upon almoft all ranks of 
men 

















men in the country, who loved 
and venerated the coniiitution. 
Mr, Fox had faid, that. it was im- 
poilible to have happened. ‘They 
all knew, that there were certain 
laws and acts of parliament which 
forbad it; but, though it could 
not be dane under the tormal fanc- 
tion of law, there were Ways in 
which it might ha®e taken place. 
‘Shofe laws in the minds of tom 
perfous might be faustactoyily e- 
yaded, and yet the fact might 
ejually be produdive of the mott 
alarming confequences. It ought 
tucietoye to be cleand Up. Mr. 
yox replied, that he did not deny 
the calumay in the queition, meres 
tv with regard to the effect af cer- 
gain exiiling laws; but he denied 1 
ja toto, in fact as well as in law. 
‘She tact noc anly could never have 
happened legally, but never did 
happen in auy way, and had from 
the beginning been a bafe and ma- 
hiciaus ftalfhood, Mr. Rolle rofe 
again, and atked whether, in what 
he had faid, Mr. Fox had fpoken 
from direct authority. Mr, Fox 
declared, that he had ipokea trom 
direct authority, 

Mr, Sheridan obferyed, that pir. 
Rolle, atter having put a pointed 
qucilion, and received an immedj- 

te aniwer, was bound in honour 
and fairnets, exther to declare that 
he was fatisfied, or to take foime 
yagans of putting the matter into 
duch a flute of enquiry as fhould 
fatisty him. ‘To remain filent, or 
to declare (which was the only 
gulwer that could be extorted from 
Mr. Rolle) that the houfe would 
judge tor themielves of what had 
pafled, was neither manly nor can- 
did, If therefore he did not chufe 


to fay he was fatistied, Mr, Sheri- 
gan thought, that the houfe ought 
to come to a refolution, that it 
was fedistious and difloyal to propa- 
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gate reports injurious to the charge, 
ter ot the prince, and thus by their 
interpolition to difcountenance the 
report. Mr. Grey iniorced this 
argument. Mr. Pitt coniidered the 
language of Mr. Sheridan, as the 
mot direct attack upon the treedom 
of debate and hberty of {peech jn 
that houte, that had been made 
ever fince he fatim parliament. Jy 
his opinion the members on that 
fide ot the houfe fhould rather be 
obliged to the gentleman, who was 
the tirit to fuggeit a queilion, which 
had been the means of bringing 
forward fo explicit a declaration oq 
fo intereiling a fubject, and one 
which mutt give complete fatisfae. 
tion, not only to Mr, Rolle, but 
to the whole houfe. Mr, Pit 
added, that he was particularly 
prepared to difprove any argument 
which might be brought, in fup- 
port of the neceflity of an applica 
tion to parbament, as he had op. 
portunities of knowing, from the 
correipondence which had paffed, 
that no fuch necetlity could arife 
trom the want of a fit degree of 
torwardnefs in another quarter to 
do every thing which ought tobs 
done in the bufincfs. 

Jt was in this ttage of the tranf 
action, that Mr. Dundas conveyed 
an intimation to the prince ot 
Wales, that, if the prince had no 
abjection, Mr. Dundas would be 
glad to have an interview with him 
This overture was reported to have 
fprung from fome things, that had 
been dropped by the duchefs ot 
Gordon upon the fubjeét, in a con 
verfation between her and Mr 
Pitt. Be that as it will, the inte 
mation had every detired effect, 
Mr. Dundas had an interview with 
the prince at Carlton Houfe oa 
Wednefday, and Mr. Pir on Thum 
day. In confequence of thefe i 
terviews Mi, Newnham “a 
¢ 
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ed the houfe of commons on the 
following day, which was the day 
orivinally felected for his long €x- 

Sed motion, that that motion 
was now no longer neceilary, and 
therefore with the moft fincere and 
heart-felt fatisfaction he declined 
the bringing it forward. Mr. Drake 
was the firit to exprefs his fenti- 
ments upon the fubject ; which he 
did, as he obierved, in avery dif- 
arranged and unconnected  fivle ; 
bur added, that the exceflive glad- 
nefs of his heart was fupenor to 
eloquence, and that the pleafant- 
nefs of bis fenfations almoft de- 
prived him of the power of utters 
ine his fentiments. He exprefled 
his withes, that the king might 
continue to reign over a great, loyal 
and united people till the utmott 
eriod of humanity; and that, 
when by the courfe of nature his 
fucceflor fhould mount the throne, he 
might copy the pious example and 
the purity cf manners of his royal 
father. Mr. Rolle concurred in 
being pleafed with the circumftance 
of the motjon’s being withdrawn, 
but obferved, that the terms, upon 
which the difference had been com- 
promifed, were an entire fecret to 
him; but, if it fhould hereafter 
appear, that any conceflions had 
been made, humiliating to the 


country, or difhonourable in them- 


felves, he would be the firft man 
to ftand up in the houfe and itig- 
matife them as they deferved. 

A difcuffion fomewhat curious in 
its nature now followed between 
Mr. Fox and Mr. Pitt. By the 
latter it was remarked, that he con- 
curred in the general joy, in find- 
ing that Mr. Newnham had at lait 
eicovered, in confequence of fteps 
very recently purfued by the prince 
of Wales, that the meafure, which 
he had undertaken, was unnecef- 
fairy. For himfelf he could pot 
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avoid declaring, that, as he had all 
alone regarded it as fupertluous, fo 
he did nor now fee that it was mor 
fo, than at the time When the noe 
tice Was given. My. Fox was as 
much convinced, that the mocon 
had been neceflary, as he was at 
that moment perfuaded thar it was 
neceflary no longer. Mr. Pitt ia 
reply expretied his averiion to the 
faying any thing, whick might 
lead to a difcuilion of the fubject g 
but he mutt declare, that he knew 
of no alteration in the circumflances 
of the cafe, and was confident, that 
nothing had taken place, which 
might not equally have been brought 
about without any fuch interier- 
ence, as that which had been re- 
forted to. As to what Mr. Rolle 
had fsid of terms and conditions, 
he knew of none which had. been 
made. ‘There were no conceflions 
of any fort on the part of that per- 
fon, who was the highelt and mott 
diftinguifhed on the prefent octas 
fion. His conduct had been uni- 
form and confiftent, and he had not 
in any one inftance departed from 
thofe principles, which had all along 
influenced his proceedings, Mr, 
Fox acknowledged, that the mene 
tion of any thing like terms was 
highly improper and objectionableg 
but, as Mr. Pitt had choten to fay 
that the conduct of one party had 
been uniform and conliflent, it be- 
came his duty to declare, that the 
conduct of the other party. alluded 
to had been equally uniform, pers 
tectly refpectiul, and entitled to the 
higheft commendation, 

Mr. Sheridan faw no reafon why 
the converfation fhould be prolong- 
ed, nor on the other hand did he 
conceive, that a neceility for abridgs 
ing it could arife from any appres 
henfion, that it might terminate in 
altercation or difference of opinion. 
dic would not enter into the dif- 
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tinftions which Mr. Pitt had at- 
tempted to make ; and, if the ob- 
jeat of them were to infinuate, that 
the merit of the reconciliation be- 
longed exclufively to the minillers 
of the fovereign, he fhould leave 
them to the conicioufnefs of that 
merit. Oppofition were ready to 
wave every title to credit, fince, in 
truth, the meafures, which had 
been adopted, were the refult of 
the prince’s own judgment, which 
none, but thofe who did not know 
him, could confider, as needing 
the affiflance or council of any other 
rfon. Mr. Sheridan reminded 
the houfe, that the prince had 
fhrunk from no enquiry, though 
he acknowledged that no fuch idea’s 
having been puriued, was a matter, 
that did credit to the decorum, the 
dignity and the feelings of parhia- 
ment. But, while the prince’s feel- 
ings had no doubt been confidered 
on the occafion, he muil take the 
liberty of faying, however fome 
might think it a fubordinate copfi- 
deration, that there was another 
perfon, entitled in the judgment of 
every delicate and honourable mind 
to the fame attention ; one, whom 
he would not venture otherwile to 
deferibe, than by faying, it was a 
name, which malice or ignorance 
alone could attempt to injure, and 
whofe conduct and character were 
entitled to the trueft refpect. 
Fourteen days fubfequent to this 
converiaiion a meflage from the 
king was delivered to both houfes 
of parliament, informing them, that 
it was with great concern he had 
to acquaint them, that from the 
uccounts of the prince of Wales it 
appeared, that he had- incurred a 
debt toa large amount, which, if 
Jeft to be difcharged out of his an- 
nual income, would render it im- 
Poeue for him to fupport an efta- 
lifhmeyt, fuited to his rank and 
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ftation. Painful, as it Was at all 
times to the king, to propofe a 
addition to the heavy expences of 
his people, he was induced to the 
prefent application from his pater, 
nal affection to the prince of Waies, 
He could not however expect or de. 
fire the ailidance of parliament, by 
on a well grounded expectation, that 
the prince would avoid contracting 
any debts in future. With a view 
to this object the king had directed 
a fum of 10,0001]. per annum to 
be paid out of the civil lift, in ad. 
dition to his former allowance; 
and he had the fatisfaction to ob. 
ferve, that the prince had given 
the fulleit aflurance of his deter. 
mination to confine his future ex. 
pences within his income, and had 
fettled a plan and fixed an order 
in thofe expences, which, it was 
trufted, would effectually fecure the 
due execution of his intentions, 
The king farther recommended t 
parliament the completing in a pro- 
per manner the works that had been 
undertaken at Carlton- houfe. 

Mr. Rolle was the only perfon 
who {poke upon the occation of de- 
livering this meflage. He obferved 
however, that he would not anti- 
cipate the fubfequent debate. The 
accounts were prefented on the 
Wednefday following, and on the 
next day an addrefs was voted to 
the king, to requeit him to direé 
the fum of 161,000]. to be paid 
out of the civil lift for the full dif- 
charge of the debts of the pripet 
of Wales, and the fum of 20,000l, 
on account of the works at Carlton 
houfe. 

On the fifteenth of May a quel 
tion was brought forward by Mr 
Charles Grey, which engaged the 
attention of the public, probably 
more from the ability of the perfon 
who introduced it, and from the 
fingularity of fome circumianes 
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at attended it, than from its in- 
onic importance. The fubject ot 
Mr. Grey’s difquifition was certain 
abufes in the pott-otfice, and parti- 
cularly the difmithon ot the earl of 
Tankerville, to whom Mr. Grey 
was related, from the office of pot. 
matier-general. Mr. Grey entered 
upon his fpeech, with a difavowal 
ot any perfoual motive for his con- 
duét, and a declaration that the 
higher confideration of what was 
the duty of a member of parlia- 
ment, compelled him to come for- 
ward in this bufinefs upon public 
principles. Having mentioned the 
particular abufes of office, Mr. 
Grev proceeded to bring his charge 
home to the minifter. He declared, 
that lord Tankerville, while in of- 
fice, had bufied himfelf attentively 
in endeavouring to correct the de- 
fects ot his department, had fuggefted 
feveral plans of prevention, and 
had communicated thefe plans to 
the minifier. Mr. Pitt had beftow- 
ed his commendation upon that no- 
bleman for his zeal and attention, 
and had promifed him his fuppart ; 
but, as lord Carteret could not be 
prevailed upon so fee the abufes in 
the fame light, or to exert the fame 
induftry for their cure, thefe two 
noblemen quarrelled, and it became 
impofible that they fhould continue 
joint potimafters-general. An or- 
dinary obferver would have ima- 
gined, that the minifter would not 
have difmiffed the pofimafter-gene- 
ral, who had fhown himfelf anxious 
fora reform, but him, who was a 
protector of the abufes in queflion. 
fn fact however lord Tankerville 
had been difmifled, and that on a 
fudden, and in a manner the mott 
unexampled and extraordinary. Mr. 
Grey reafoned upon thefe circum- 
flances, and faid, that it was clear 
there could be no other motive for 
the difmiffion, than that lord Tan- 





kerville had preferred his duty to 
every other confideration. He 
therefore conceived, that Mr. Pict 
had acted in.a manner deferviog of 
cenfure; and, in order to bring 
home his accufations to him and to 
lord Carteret, he moved, that a 
committee fhould be appoinied to 
enquire into certain abufes in the 
it-othee. 

Mr. Pitt declared that he had no 
intention to oppofe the motion of 
Mr. Grey. He fhould at all times 
feel himielf difpofed to aliow en- 
quiries of this fort, when there 
was no evident and palpable impro- 
priety in indulging them. As to 
the charge, that he was inclined to 
to wink at abufes in the Pott-office, 
or any other public eflablifhment, 
it was wholly unwarranted in fact, 
and unfounded in any reafonable 
prefmption. So far was he fronr 
any backwardnefs for the reforming 
any abufes in that office, that he 
had fuggetied a meafure for the re 
medy of the very defects in quef- 
tion, and that meafure formed a 
part of his office reform-bill. Mr. 
Sheridan in reply obferved, that the 
matter ref{pecting Mr. Pitt, which 
had been {tated by Mr. Grey, was 
certainly a ferious ground of ene 
ath and by fo much the more 
Oo, as no man in that houle deale 
more in profeflions. He fhould 
be glad, that Mr. Pitt fhould be 
tried by his conduét, and not by 
his proteflions, or by the preamble 
of bills, which he had propofed 
and carried through parliament, 
As to the office reform-bill to which 
he had alluded, it was a bill, that 
had paffled more than two years agoy 
and yet the houfe had heard no- 
thing of its effects as to the abufes 
in the polt-office, Mr. Sheridan 
reminded the houfe of Mr. Pit.*s 
eagernefs to triumph over lord 
North by his famous fpeech about 
whip- 





whipcord and the kitchens of Down- 
sing-ftreet-houfe, which, when he 
had firft poffeffed the appointment 
of chancellor of the exthequer, he 
had ftated, as inftances of that no- 
bleiman’s negligence and corrup- 
tion. If Mr. Pitt could not be di- 
rectly charged with a corrupt ufé 
of the influence of the crown, it 
was at leaft true, that he had made 
as prudent and as interetled a ufe 
of it as any miniffer, in the diffri- 
bution of places and emoluments, 
and ftill more of titles and ho- 
nours. 

Mr. Pitt rejoined, that, with re- 
gard to nothing having been done 

vy him in the way of reform, he 
could not anfwer that charge better, 
than by defiring any man, to look 
at the ilate of the country at the 
time that he had come into office 
and now, and then fay if nothing 
had been dove. Mr. Pitt corrected 
the chronology of Mr. Sheridan’s 
allufion, and obferved, that he had 
fiated cextain articles refpecting lord 
North, not when he was chancellor 
of the exchequer, but during the 
coalition adminifiration ; and that 
he had not fhated them, as perfonal 
charges, or charges of corruption, 
but as a proof of the want of re- 
yulation in the particulars to which 
they referred. Mr. Adam confirm- 
ed the correction of Mr. Pitt, and 
ob'erved, that fo true was it, that 
his attack upon lord North had 
been made fubfequently to the cou- 
lition, that Mr. Pitt would not have 
prefumed to fay a fyllable of that 
nature, while lord North was out of 
office, and when he thought he 
might have prevailed upon him to 
join him. Mr. Fox confirmed this 
remark, and faid, that, when Mr. 
Piet bad ftood up in 1782, atter 
lord North had been driven from 
office, and had dechtred again a 
setrofpect with a view so punith- 
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ment, it had been imagined ang 
underftood, that he withed tm court 
that nobleman with a view to a 
junction. Mr. Pitt afked acrofs the 
houfe, who there was that had up. 
derftood fo? Mr. Fox replied, thes 
he had for one, and that he had 
rcafon to believe the fame of many 
others, from the converfation he 
had then held with them. Certain 
it was, that, before the coalitition, 
Mr. Pit had never expreffed him. 
felt with that acrimony, which he 
had fince employed in {peaking of 
lord North. Mr. Pitt afferted, thar 
the fufpicion was altogether void of 
any foundation in fact. 

To this altercation anothet im 
mediately fucceeded between Mr, 
Pitt and Mr. Grey. It was obfety. 
ed by the latter, that Mr. Pitt had 
emploved an argument, which 
feemed to imply, that the motion 
under confidcration had fprung from 
motives of perfonal pique or refent. 
ment; an idea, which he thoughe 
unwarrantable and injurtous to his 
honour ; adding at the fame time, 
that no man fhould dare to quetlion 
the purity of the principles upoa 
which he aéted. Mr. Pitt anfwered, 
that Mr. Grey arrogated fomewhat 
too much to himfelf, if he conceived, 
that he fhould not take the liberty 
Of calling his motives in quettion, 
ag often as his condu¢t warranted 
fuch a freedom. If he chofe not 
to have his motives quettioned, he 
muit take care, that his conduct 
was fuch, as not to make it necel 
fary. Mr. Grey replied, that he 
fhould never act in that houfe upon 
any principle, which did not ap- 
pear to him to be honourable ; and, 
while he was confcious to the ree 
titude of his conduct, if any pet 
fon chofe to impute difhonourable 
motives to him, he had the meaas 
in his power, to which it would 


then be proper to refort. Here 
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Mr, Sheridan interfered; but Mr. 
pitt, riling again, declared, that he 
had fiot betore {poken with heat, 
nor thould there be any heat in 
what he was going to faye He re 
ated the argument of his former 
Ypcech, and added, that, with ref- 
et to any means, Co which Mr, 
Grey in this cafe might with to re 
fort, it would be for himfelf to de- 
termine whether they were proper 
or note A committee was then 
chofen, and lord vilcount Maitland, 
as the friend of lord Carteret, was 
appointed one of its members, 

On the twenty-firit of May Mr. 
Grev obferved, that the intended 
report of the committee was nearly 
complete, with ref{pe.t to thofe 
points, which he had fir fuggetted 
as the objec of their enquiry. 
There were however other abufes, 
and a farther inveltigation, into 
which he was detirous to enter, and 
the rather, as lord Maitland, one 
of the members, had ftarted fome 
new facts, and propofed other to- 
pics) Me therefore moved, that 
the committee fhould have leave to 
report from time to time, Lord 
Maitland conftefled, that he had 
flated fome tacts refpecting abufes 
in the poit-office during the admi- 
nitration of lord Tankerville, and 
he was free to acknowledge, that 
the evidence he had called had not 
gone fo far as he had wilhed, The 
motion was negatived. 

Two days atter, the report of the 
committee was prefented to the 
houfe, and, upon a motion for its 
being printed, the houfe divided, 
ayes 10, noes 12>. ‘he fubtlance 
of the report was, that Mr. Lees, 
ca his receiving the office of fecre- 
tary to the poit-office in Irelane, 
had entered into a fecurity to pay 
te tum of 3501. per annum, out 
of the profits of his office, to a per- 
fon no otherwife deferibed, than by 
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the letrers A. Bs A Similar annuity 
of zool. had been exacted from ® 
Mr. Dathwood, appointed to rhe 
office of poitmater-general in jas 
muica, for the fame perfon, “at 
appeared, that this perfon wae 
a Mr. Treves, an intimate friend 
of lord Carteret, but who had ne. 
ver pertormed any fervice in the 
pott-oifice, or in any orher public 
department, to entitle him to fuch 
a reward. ‘The report enumerared 
fome lefler abufes in the difpotition 
of emoluments, and the regulation 
of packets; and ftated, that lord 
‘Tankerville, having made certaia 
reprefentations upon thele heads to 
the miniiier, and having been led 
to believe that he thould be fupe 
ported in their correction, was foun 
after removed from his offce of: 
pottmatter-general, it was added, 
that this and other abutes feemed to 
call more efpecially tor enquiry and 
reform, as the commitlioners ap» 
pointed two years azo to examine 
into fees, gratuities, perquitites and 
emoluments, had not hitherto made 
any enqwry into the abuies of the 
olt-oflice. 

Monday the twenty-cighth of May 
was the day appointed for taking 
mto final conlideration the report 
of the commitee. Upon this oc- 
cation Mr. Grey obferved, that he 
had pertectly completed what he 
had originally ftated to the houfe. 
The abules he had then deferibed, 
were now afcertained by unquettion- 
able evidence. He thould nor how 
ever wonder, if the charges he had 
made were to appear light and tri» 
vial in the eves of the houfe, or at 
leat} were to be fo ftated by the 
perfons againft whom they operated. 
All charges mutt indeed feem trivial, 
when compared with thofe enor- 
mous and flagitious charges, in the 
invettication of which the houte 
had been fv long and fo folemnly 
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engaged. The charges however, 
upon which he was to expatiate, 

inted to grofs malverfation in of- 
fice, to illegal bargain and fale of 
public firuations, to connivance at 
fraudulent abule, to the difiniffion 
and difgrace of thofe who had fhown 
themfelves anxious for reform, and 
to the countenance and protection 
of thofe by whom it had been op- 
pofed. Spedking of the difmitlion 
of lord Tankerville, Mr. Grey faid, 
that he had been facriticed for the 
fake of arrangements in favour of a 
nobleman, {lord Hawkefbury] who 
had feated Mr. Pitt in his prefent 
fituation, and againit whofe inte- 
reft the difmiffion of a whole admi- 
nillration did not w eigh a feather. 
Mr. Grey moved, that it appear- 
ed to the houfe ** that great abufes 
had prevailed in the pott-ofhice, 
and that, having been made known 
to his majefty’s minifters, it was 
their duty without lofs of tune to 
make ufe of fuch meafures, as were 
proper to reform them.’? The mo- 
tion was feconded by fir John Au- 
brey, one of the lords of the trea- 
fury. 

Mr. Baring rofe in defence of the 
commiifioners under the office re- 
form-bill, of which he was one. 
He faid, they had firft gone into the 
old board of trade office, next into 
the fecretary of flate’s office, and 
then to the admiralty-office ; from 
thence into the pay-office of the 
navy, and they were now in the 
navy-office. He obferved, that they 
were not directed by the aét to make 
reports to that houfe, but to the 
lords of the treafury. ‘The fact 
was, they had made three reports 
long ago, and fhould have made 
another before now, had it not been 
for the extreme arduouloef$ of their 

refent object of enquiry. Mr. 
Baring concluded, that he could 
fooncr compofe a whole report, like 
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thofe of the commiffioners of ge, 
counts, than write a fingle line of 
fuch a report, as ought to come 
from the commiilion of which he 
was a member. 

Mr. Put began with obfervia 
upon the fingularity of Mr, Greyt 
conduct, who had commenced his 
political career in an early part of 
the feifion with an oppotit My & Tee 
luctant one, as he had faid, to a 
particular meafure of rovernment 
and had accompanied that oppofie 
tion with profeffions of great per. 
fonal regard for himfelf, and of q 
defite, as far as he could do it con. 
fiftently with his duty as a member 
of parliament, to give his general 
fupport to adminiitration. Not 
withilanding this, Mr. Pitt could 
not but fay, that he thought the 
prefent a wanton attack upon oe 
vernment, an attack condutted ing 
manner highly perfonal and diffef. 
pecitul to him, and which favoured 
of the utmott afperity of party, 
All, that could be donc in the work 
of reformation, ought to be done 
by the executive government; and, 
ip fuch trivial initances, refort could 
only be had to parliament, when 
it fhould appear, that adminiftras 
tion had obttinately neglected that 
neceflury part of their duty. Mr 
Pitt appealed to the office reform. 
bill, to determine whether fuch a 
neglect was imputabie to him. He 
obferved, that it Kad been thought 
advifeable for the commiilioners to 
begin with departments of the high. 
eft rank, in order to remove any 
impreffion, as if their examination 
were a derogation from the dignity 
of thofe, who pretided over the fe 
veral offices. ‘They were now iff 
the navy-oftice, and he believed, 
that no perfon, who knew the na 
ture of that department, would 
bring it into comparifon with the 
petty abuies of the poft-oflice, of 
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‘es examination and re- 
an houre 
ceflity 


the pottinatters, 


would w fh ' 
form to be delaved to! 
Mr. Pitt added, that the ne 


ef removing one Of 
bad afforded an opportunity of ac- 
commodating lord Hawkefbury, but 
shut if Was MOT CPUey that the va- 
cancy had been made upon his ace 
count. To that nobleman gentle- 
men might allude as often and in 
what manner they pleafed, fo long 
as he was periuaded, that every 
favour which was conferred upon 
him. fince he had any thare in ad- 
minitration, had been fully earned 
by the molt able and meritorious 
frvices. He acknowledged that 
the annual allowance to Mr. Treves 
was certainly an abuie,. and ene 
which the houfe ought not to coun- 
tenance; but upon the whole the 
circumftances were not attended 
eve ti with ans imputed corruption 
in lord Carteret, nor was the fub- 
wet by anv micans of futhcrent con- 
fequence ‘tor parliamentary cen- 
{ure. 

Mr. Sheridan obferved, thar Mr. 
Put had animadverted with great 
apparent firmnels upon what had 
been faid by Nir. Grey; bur he 
mutexcufe him, if he did not give 
entire credit to the manner of th: e 
animacvertions, bur on the contrary 
took the liberty of affertiny, that 
the minifter felt, and feverely telt 
the reprehention th.t had been 
given. He denied that Mr. Grey 
bad profeffed any perfonal refpect 
for Mr. Pitt, but had merely given 
him credit for the goodnefs of his 
intention, and had atked the faine 
creditin return. If Mr. Grey had 
laid any thine improper, though 
he were a young member, yet, con- 
fidering the talents and ability he 
had fhowa, he would agree, that 
fuch a young member was as little 


pardonable for any error, as the. 


oldeit member of the houfe. Cn 
378, 
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the prefent occafion however he 
mutt aflert, that he had not merited 
the reproot, which the minifler, 
the veteran tlatefman of four years 
expericuce, the Netflor of twenty 
five, had been pleafed to bettow 
upon him. Mr. Sheridan recurred 
to the office reform-bill, and re- 
marked, that the tranfaction of Mr. 
Treves came within the meaning of 
a claufe, by which it was declared, 
that any perfon guilty of fuch 
practices fhould be incapable of 
ferving his majeity in any civil ca- 
pacity, It was a fingular account 
that Mr. Baring had given of the 
proccedings of the commiflioners. 
They had gone firit into the office 
of the old board of trade, to en- 
quire what abufes had formerly 
been practiled in an office that na 
longer exifled. ‘They had gone 
next into the fecretary of ftate’s of- 
fe > an ofhee of all others lealt li- 
able to abufe. If there were any 
abufe, it was, that the deputy fe- 
cretary of flate, whofe duty was 
arduous and important, was by no 
means fufliciently paid. Mr. She- 
ridan had never confidered the of- 
fice retorm-Dbill as a profcription of 
all fugure enquiry. But from Mr. 
Pitt’s argument of that day it ap- 
peared. that he had furrendered his 
uncertianding, when he brought 
in his bil, and was determined to 
hear only with Mr. Baring’s ears, 
aid to fee with the eyes of fir John 
Dick: two of the commiffioners, 
the former of whom is deaf, and 
the latter blind. 

Mr. Fox remarked thathethought 
the whole proceeding extraordinary, 
and, with regard to the member 
who had brought forward the en- 
quiry, unfair and unhandfome. If 
it had been meant to do nothing, 
why did thee fuffer the committee 
to be appointed at all? ‘The faét 
was, that, when Mr. Pitt con- 
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- fented, he had thought, that Mr. 
Grey could not prove his facts, and 
shat the whole would end in his difap- 
intment and difgrace. Mr. Fox ob- 
fied that Mr. Piet had now for 
the firit time publicly boafted of the 
fervices of lord Hawkefbury. In 
the hour of danger and conteft his 
name bad never ventured to be 
mentioned. He examined lord 
Hawkefoury’s claims to applauie, 
and faid, that, exclufively of thofe 
parts of his condua&t, which he had 
aniformly denied, but which the 
Anew to be true, his public life 
hed been as little diflinguifhed by 
atts of meritorious fervices, as that 
of any man living. Mr. Fox re- 
plied tu what Mr. Pitt had faid of 
Mr. Grey’s being a party man, and 


BRITISH AND 


declared, that he was not Of that 
defeription, but he hoped, that be 
degrees he might become fo, Ay 
long as there were great coniity, 
tional queftions retpecing which 
men differed im opinion, to be 
rty man was to act moft } 
ably. Mr. Fox faid, that he thou! 
vote for the queftion, though jy 
had not advifed the bringing it fo, 
ward, nor fhould have recommend 
ed it, becaufe he did not think x 
of a fize proportioned to Mr, Grey 
character and importance. Lon 
Maitland having moved the prey, 
ous quettion, it was carried withoy 
a divifion, and the farther confide. 
ation of the report adjourned » 
that day three months. 
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Linpeachment of Mr. Haftings. Charge of the Rohilla War negation, 
Charge of expelling the Raja of Benares adopted by the Houfe of Commons, 


i? our preceding volime we 
brought down the affair of the 
impeachment of Mr. Haftings to 
the period, in which Mr. Burke 
had furmounted the numerous ob- 
ftacles which oppofed his undertak- 
img, and the general indifpefition 
that prevailed to the difcuffion of 
the fubjeét, fo far as to come to the 
regular opening of the firlt charge 
on the firit day of June 1786. We 
there fufpended our narrative, that 
we might be enabled in the prefent 
volume to take a comprehentive 
view of the whole fubject, fo far as 
i was difcuffed, in order to the 
young the feveral charges of im- 
OE and the conduéting the 

ufinets in its due form to the bar 
of the houfe of lords, 


A bufinefs of this fort is fome- 
what different from the gener 
caurfe of parliamentary tranfac 
tions, and might be fuppofed © 
require to be treated in a different 
manner. To record only the 
fpeeches of the feveral debaten 
might appear to be the bufinefsot 
% parliamentary regifter. To enter 
minutely into the feveral topit 
of evidence would be to em 
croach upon the office of a flate 
trial. ‘To examine the motives o 
the accufers, and the charaéter of 
the accufed ; to inveftigate the me 
cefity of the profecution, the pre 
priety of the proceedings, and the 
legality or rectitude of the me 
fure ; finally, to afcertain the cor 
fequesces, that muft refult rar 
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a profecution, whether the 
erste Ufo be found guilty, or 
whether he be acquitted, theie are 
what conttitute the province of hif. 


tory. Bur we feel our incapacity 
4 fill this province. The materials 


before us are of courfe imperfect, 
evidence remains to be produced of 
which we cannot precifely afcertain 
the nature and the force, and the 
general cataftrophe is effentially ne- 
cefary to give luminoufnefs and 
demontftration to the whole. The 
proceedings of the trial will here- 
after be publifhed, and it is not 
impoffible, that the beft informed 
mind fhould feel and think differ- 
ently, when he rifes from the pe- 
rufal of that grand volume, than 
when he is judging only from par- 
tial, feattered and defultory extracts. 
It is impoflible that the mott en- 
lightened mind fhould not derive 
fome information from thar fource. 
But, if our judgment were ever fo 
complete, and our confidence ever 
fo unbounded, we could not ex- 
prefs ourfelves with the neceffary 
treedom, when we confider that the 
trial is depending at the mument 
in which we write. Preffed then on 
the one hand with thefe and many 
other obvious difadvantages, aad 
on the other with the nature of our 
undertaking and the impatience of 
our readers, we fhall be exeufed in 
attempting nothing more, than an 
abridgement of the arguments that 
were employed upon the fubject. 
Even here we are not wholly at our 
tafe, owing to that indifpofition 
for the fubject to which we have al- 
ready alluded. One of our vewf- 
paper compilers of debates has apo- 
logifed for his abfence from an im- 
portant difcuffion in the beginning 
of the profecution, by oblerving, 


“that he did not imagine the public 
would fhow any great eagernefs, to 
*n to the tail of an old fong,”’ 


hf 
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It is out of thefe heads and tails of 
a debaté, out of thefe disjointed 
members of fome of the nobleft exhi- 
bitions of oratory that the world 
hus produced, that we are to come 
pile our account. 

_ Mr. Burke introduced his motion 
for impeaching Mr. Hattings on the 

oon of the Rohilla war, with 
feveral reflections on the merits of 
the profecution. He fpoke with 
great emphafis of the magnitude of 
the fubject, and folemnly invoked 
the attention of the houfe. The 
charge mutt either be in a high des 
gree criminal, of it mutt be an un- 
juit and falfe accufation. There 
was no medium and no alternative. 
Fither Mr. Haltings had been guilty 
of grofs, enormous and flagitious 
crimes; or he was & bafe, calum- 
niatory, wicked and malicious ac- 
cufer. He ftated a high degree of 
guilt as afcribable to that man, who 
fhould urge groundlefs and i}! -found- 
ed charges, againft a perfon who 
had been intrufted with the govern. 
ment of a part of our territories 
larger and more extenfive than the 
whole ifland of Great Britain. For 
a private man to fuggeft fuch 
charges would be to be guilty of a 
fcandalous libel ; and for a man to 
endeavour to obtain for himfelf the 
colour of authority, and to feek to 
hufl down the thunder of parlia- 
mentary vengeance upon the head 
of an innocent individual, deferved 
to roufe the juftice, and call down 
the punifhment of the houfe. He 
had made up his mind completely 
upon the fubject, and was prepared 
to fubmit to the fevereit penalty, 
fliould it appear, that he had 
wantonly and rafhly pfteferred a 
groundlefs charge. There were 
bur thtee motives, that were known 
to actuate men, and to excite 
them to turn accufers; ignor- 
ance, inadvertency and patiion. 
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By none of thefe three had he been 
influenced. Ignorance he could 
not plead, becaufe he knew the 
fubject, as fully as the labour of 
five years could make him know it. 
Inadvertency could not be imputed 
to him, becaufe he had proceeded 
with deliberation, and had examin- 
ed every ftep he took in the bufinefs 
with the mof minute and cautious 
attention. Leaft ot all could it be 
faid with any colour of truth, that 
he had been attuated by patffion. 
Anger indeed he had felt, but not 
a blameable and inordinate anger ; 
for who had ever heard in that 
fenfe, of an enquiring anger, a 
digeiting anger, a collating anger, 
an examining anger, a deliberating 
anger or a felecting ariger? The 
anger, which he felt, was an uni- 
form, ftcady, public anger; that 
anger, that five years ago warmed 
his breait, he felt preciiely now. 
He was, in refpect to the Britifh 
governinent in India, exactly in the 
iame fituation, as when he had firtt 


entered upon the fubject. Nor all 
the various occurrences of the latt 
live years, nor five changes otf ad- 


minitration; not the retirement 


of fummer, nor the occupation of 


winter; neither his public nor his 
private avocations, nor the fhow 
which in that period had fo plenu- 
tully fhowered on his head, had 
been able to cool that anger, which 
he acknow!edged himfelf to feel as 
a public man, but which as a pri- 
vate individual he had never felt 
tor a moment, 

The quetlion, which he was now 
to fubmit to the confideration of 
parliament, was not a perfonal con. 
teil, was not a matter of trifling 
municipal regulation, but was a 
national and imperial queftion, in- 
volving the honour of the country, 
and inore particularly the honour 


of that houfe. They itood pledged 


BRITISH AND 


by the refolutions of 1782 to bg 
it forward. Let not their honoy; 
be tarnifhed, let their character by 
fate, and let it be faid of their jyf 
tice Kilo perpetua, whatever - 
become of him. In tact, mo 
they had to vote that day was og 
the cafe of Mr. Haftings, Thy 
code of political government, which 
they fhould now ettablith for the 
diftant provinces of the empi 
would ftand recorded, as a latip 
proof of their equity and wi 

or an indelible teit of their injuftice 
and folly. Lord Cornwallis, whowsy 
now going out with great additional 
powers to India, would learn frog 
the decifion of that day, what the 
fyilem and what the princip'es of 
government were, which the houk 
approved. 

Mr. Burke drew a parallel be. 
tween the mode of governments 
dopted by the Roman empire for 
her diitant provinces, and the fitus 
tion in that refpect of Great Bre 
tain. ‘The Roman empire wa 
nearly continuous in its furface, and 
its provinces were either acceflible 
by land, or divided only by anar 
row arm of the fea. ‘They had one 
general language, that of Greece, 
which was underttood through every 
part of the empire, and with which 
every man could tell his tale in bis 
own way. ‘They had another ad 
vantage, a meiancholy one indeed, 
as it rofe from the very circumflane 
of their being conquered, that the 
principal perfons, who accomplith 
ed the conquelt, acquired a pr 
perty and influence in the provinee 
fubdued; and of confequence the 
vanquifhed tound patrons and pre 
tectors ready to affift them in the 
heart of the empire. Befide thiy 
each province was confidered as4 
body corporate, and was enabled 
to {tate its grievances collectively 
and as fpeaking with one ~~ 
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The character of an accufer in 
Rome was highly refpected, and 
reat were the privileges with w hich 
fe was indulged, in order to bring 
his charges home againtt a ttate de- 
linquent. How different was the 
fituation of an accufer in the pre- 
fent day, and how extremely dif h- 
cult was it to urge any accufation 
with efect againit a Britifh gover- 
nor? When he confidered that Mr. 
Haitings had for fourteen years 
been at the head of the government 
in India, and that not one com- 
laint had been fent home againtt 
him, he trembled at the enormous 
decree of power, with which he 
had to contend, and to which alone 
he could afcribe the filence in quet- 
tion Since it was not in human na- 
ture, fituated as Mr. Hatlings was, 
to preferve fo pure, even handed 
and unimpeachable a conduct, as 
to atford no room fora fingle ac- 
cufation to be charged againit him, 
Mr. Burke had never {een the face of 
a native of India in this country, ex- 
cept that of a fingle inhabitant of 
the Maratta itate, and it was well 
known how mad would be the at- 
tempt, tor any opprefled native of 
Indoftan to come to Erigland, to 
urge his complaint againtt the griev- 
ous Oppreffions under which he la- 
boured. Thefe were additional 
contide rations, that ought to operate 
with the houfe, and induce them 
fill more anxioufly to exert them- 
felves, ta convince all India by their 
decifion, that they were the fteady 
triends of freedom and juttice, ever 
ready to relieve the opprefled, and 
to punifh the oppreffor. 
, Mr. Burke introduced the imme- 
Ciate confideration of the charge 
by remarking, that, had Mr. Hait- 
ings to conducted his government, 
as to leave a country, which he 
had found rich and fertile, increaf- 
Cd 5) its cultivation and produce ; 
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had he left its nobility in poffeffion 
of their ancient honours and for- 
tunes, its merchants in purfuit of 


an improved and advantageous 
commerce, productive of a {till more 
enlarged return of wealth and ufu- 
ry upon their capital ; had he em- 
ployed their hufbandmen in carry- 
ing their victorious ploughfhares 
into defarts and woods, and warring 
again{t de(truction, folitude and fa- 
mine ; he would in that cafe have 
faid to the governor general, ‘I 
enquire not into your particular 
conduct, I am fatistied with the re- 
fult; I want not to know whether 
you made two or three or five hun- 
dred thoufand pounds ; keep what 
you have got; you have made a 
numerous people, rich and happy ; 
you have increafed the commerce 
of the country, enlarged its means 
of wealth, and improved its reve. 
nues; and, im doing that, you 
have reflected honour and luitre on 
the .character of the Britifh na- 
tion.” 

Juft fuch a people had the Ro. 
hillas been previoufly to their ex- 
termination ; but, alas, they were 
now banifhed, and their’ country 
no longer afforded the f{pectacle of 
that luxuriant garden, which it 
had formerly exhibited, Mr. 


‘Burke imputed the difattrous fate 


of the Rohiila tribes, to the violent 
fpirit of rapacity, which had influ- 
enced the contracting powers in 
meditating and accom plifhing their 
ruin. Mr. Haflings declared, that 
he ‘had no other guide, than the 
hiflory of the country, and the mad 
career of its conquerors and ufurp- 
ers; and was that the rule, by 
which the civil governor of a di- 
flant province was to model his 
conduct ? ‘Timur in particular, bad 
left behind him inftitutes, which 
were replete with the foundeft max- 
ims of motality and policy, If he 
3 muly 
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muf neceffarily recur to the max- 
ims of conquerors, why had not 
Mr. Hatiings adopred for his direc- 
tion fuch maxims as thefe? The 
truth was, they were not calculated 
to have jullified his extortions and 

culation. The political max- 
ims of a heathen prince did not 
correfpond with the propentities of 
a Chriftian governor. It was a 
tenet in politics, which he had 
ever held, that all Britifh governors 
were obliged to conduct themfelves 
by the rules of law. It could not 
indecd be expeéted in India that 
they could practife Magna Charta ; 
but they had the lows of nature 
and nations, the great and funda- 
mental axioms, upon which oe 
form of fociety was built, to direct 
them; and whocyer in high and 
oftentible fituation did not conform 
toa mode of government thus e¢- 
ligible and indif{penfible, ought to 
be tound defective in the radical 
duries of his ftarion. 

Mr. Burke recurred to the obfer- 
vations he had formerly made, up- 
on the uniform difobedience of or- 
ders from home, that had charac- 
terifed the adminiftration of Mr. 
Haftings. It had been faid, that, 
in the government of a diflant coun- 
try, acertain degree of difcretion 
muft neceflarily be indulged; the 
fituations varied and a different 
conduct became eligible. But this 
Was not true; where the fituation 
really changed, the order in fact 
cealed to exilt, and difobedience 
was impoflible. The difobedience 
of orders, with which he had charg- 
ed Mr. Hatlings, was where he had 
vontefied the point of judgment 
with his confliruents, and where, 
vftener than once, he had proved 
.etractory, merely for the pleafure 
of difplaying his independence. In 
all fuch cafes he had arrogated to 
himfelf 9 difpenfing power; and 
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with what confiftency or decency 
could a Britith houfe of commons 
admit that with impunity in a {yb 
jeét, which they had fo hgoally ge. 
fufed to forgive in a fovercign ? 
Mr. Burke entered minutely jg, 
to the detail of the Rohilla war 
and undertook to fhow, that it both 
originated, and had beén Carried oq 
by the fpecial agency of Mr. Hag: 
=. Sua ul Bowla, the late ng 
bob of Oude, was a monfler of fe. 
rocity and cruelty, and his enm} 
to the Rohillas had been bafe, per. 
fidious and ungrateful in the e. 
treme. When expelled from his 
native dominions by the company’s 
forces in their wars with Cofim 
Ali Khan, he had found an afylum 
among the Rohilla chiefs. And 
what had been his conduct u 
that occafion? He was ationithed 
at the flourifhing condition of Ro. 
hiland. It was fuch a paradife, a 
he had not before feen; and he 
regarded its populous and fplendid 
towns, its beautiful villas, and its 
rich vineyards, with the eye of 
jealoufy and envy. This was th 
origin of all the mifchief, which 
had befallen that innocent and in 
dultrious people. He had lived s 
mong them during the dreadful 
florm that watfted his own dom 


_ nions, as the devil had hovered for 


a while in the garden of Eden 
Bur, with all his malignant inten- 
tions, he was incapable fingly of 
effecting his djabalical purpole ; 
and he had been obliged to engage 
a Britifh governor general for 4 
fum of money, to extirpate a née 
tion, with whom neither parties had 
the fhadow of a quarrel. 

Mr. Burke deprecated the ufe of 
the fword in the hands of a magi 
trate. It was a thoufand times falet 
in thofe of a foldier by profetlion 
The former might give a licence, 
but had rarely the power of It 

: flraint, 
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‘ot, He might let a licentious 
reese loofe, 7 how could he 

vevent their outrages, and by 
what means recal them to a fenfe 
of their duty? This milicary men 
only, by the habits ot order to 
which thofe under their command 
were reduced, were able to effect. 
Mr. Haitings, impotent in this ret- 

&, had delivered a formidable 
army into the direction of a re- 
mortelefs villain, whofe mind was 
as defiitute of difcipline, as_ his 
heart was of principle. 

After having ftated the facts of 
the charge with great poignancy 
and torce, Mr. Burke called the 
ettention ot the houle to the mil- 
lions of their fellow creatures, who 
had no other profpect of relief, than 
that which they derived from par- 
jiament. This was the only door 
of mercy that was open to them, 
He did not threaten the houfe with 
the effects of their difappointment, 
They were not likely foon to a- 
yenge their own wrongs; they 
a up their all. He re- 

uelted his hearers to confider, how 
the people of England would feel, 
or how the fact would be regarded 
in Europe, were all the principal 
men of property to be driven out 
of the itland to the amount of fixty 
thoufand ? It was not the peafan- 
try in any country, who were im- 
mediately affected either by con- 
queit or extirpation. It was the 
chief landholders, the principal ma- 
nufacturers, the nobles, the fupe- 
rior clergy, and the men of pro- 
perty of all ranks, who were im- 
molated at the fhrine of ambition. 
Mr. Burke iniitated a comparifon 
between conqueft and extirpation. 
The motive, the objeét and the 
confequences were materially dif- 
ferent. There was fome degree 
ot glory, in acquiring the govern- 
Ment of a refpectable race of men, 
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in improving them in fcience or ig 
morals, in making them more hap- 
py or more rich; but the act of 
extirpation was bafe and ignoble, 
the object of a mean, plodding and 
vulgar mind. it was a trathe of 
blood, and abhorrent to every ge- 
nerous and manly feeling. He 
would therefore leave the whole 
to be decided upon by their hearts 
and their confciences, as they fhould 
anfwer it to their country, to pof- 
terity, to theiy own minds, and to 
God, who was the fearcher of 
hearts. 

Mr. Hardinge fpoke in fupport 
of the motion. He faid, that ame 
ple proof had been laid before the 
houle of that probable ground of 
accufation, upon which it was their 
duty, as the tirft and great inqueft 
of the nation, to put every public 
man upon his account, He did 
not fay, that Mr. Haftings would 
be convicted upon his impeach- 
ment; he did not fay, that, if he 
were tried and acquitted, the ex- 
ample, which was due to the na- 
tional honour, would be made ; but 
he would affirm, that, if he were 
fcreened from accufation, the dif- 
grace of the meafure would adhere 
to this government for ages to 
come. His firft and capital objece 
tion to the Rohilla war was its 
glaring injuilice; and he hoped, 
that thofe pernicious tenets, which 
had excluded political morality 
from the fyfiem of ethics in the 
cafe of lord Clive, which had poie 
foned the houfe of commons in thofe 
days, and had been difplayed with 
faial effect in all the alluring cos 
lours of eloquence, would never as 
gain be revived. The Rohilla war 
was unjuft, becaufe the punifhment 
was beyond the guilt, the compeng 
fation beyond all bounds of an e+ 
quivalent for the lofs. It was uns 
juft, becaufe the fa& alleged a 
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gainft the Rohillas by Suja ul Dow- 
la, as a ground of hoitility, was 
never afcertained. It was unjuit, 
becaufe, if the fact had been aicer- 
tained, we had no fort of concern 
with it. The idea of a guarantee 
in this cafe, was abfurd in ittelf, 
had not been thought of will afrer 
the event it was intended to julli- 
fy, and, if it had exiffe’, bound us 
to co-operate as much with the Ko- 
hillas as with the nabob of Oude. 
Laftly, the war was ynjuit, becaule 
the real motive for undertaking it 
was not our alliance with Sua al 
Dowla, but the acquintion ot a 
fum of money. It made the Eat 


India company the mercenaries ot 


ambition, ot cruelty and revenge. 
As to the impolicy ot the mea- 
fure, though he agreed upon that 


head with the unitorm opinion ot 


the company at home, yet he 
thought it abfurd to realon the 
point, where the meafure was to fo 
extreme a degree violent and tyran- 
nical, One aiticle of impolicy he 
would mention, becaufe it was con- 
nected with what be had already 
faid. It was an impolitic meaiure, 
becaufe it funk and po.luted the na- 
tional) character, when it tiamped 
upor record the i, nominious idea, 
that the Enelith nation and fword 


could be the hired inttruments of 


an Afiatic tyrant in a war, whico 

rofefled extermination for its ob- 
joct ; extermination of a whole race, 
independent of him, and whofe of- 
fence to him, for it was none to us, 
in the worit colours of it might 
have been expiated by an atone- 
ment, infinitely fhort of thete de- 
teftable extremitics. Mr. Har- 
dinge remarked upon the fuppoled 
bar to this impeachment from the 
length of time, and fiom the reap- 
pointment of Mr. Haitings by the 
act of the legitlature. With the 
minuier who had recommended 
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that reappointment he thought the 
argument was unanfwerable; and 
nothing would attonith him mop 
even in thele days, than to fee jon 
North vote for the impeachmeny 
upon this quettion, But how did 
the arguinent affect the public juf 
tice of the kingdom? That Noble 
man had kepc the intelligenee a 
periect fecret trom purliament, Jp 
was a dangerous doctrine, that evey 
a legitlature, {@ yoverned as tha 
which lord North had bad the he 
nour of conducting, could fetter 
the kingdom at large, or the go 
vernment when in betier hands 
But the danger was anultiptied ag 
hundred told, it their act were the 
refult of the delution he had Prats 
tiled upon them. If parliament 
could thus be reilained, the re. 
firaint mutt have operated upon 
them with peculiar force in the 
year 1782, to prevent them from 
inquiuing toto the Rohilla war, 
while the party was in the act of 
terving the public upon the faith 
and credit of that new appoint 
ment. 

Lord North entered into a vine 
dication of his conduct. When the 
bill of 1773, appointing a new 
coniiitution tor the ait India com 
pany, had been under the difeule 
uon of parliament, the news of the 
Rohilla war and of its circumitances 
had not reached this country, He 
had then moved, to nominate Mt 
Hatflings to the ot}ce of governor 
gneral for five years, and by the 
fame bill general Clavering, Mh 
Monfon, and Mr. Francis had been 
appointed to ailiit him in his go 
vernment. Soon after the arrival 


of the new council in India, they 
had fent home complaints aga 

the governor general on the fub 
ject of the Rohilla war, ftating fuck 
facts as hadthen come to their knows 
As foon as he was appre 


lege, 
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of thefe faéts, he had thought mc. 
Haitings’s conduct highly cen oP 
able, and had tent to the court o 
dicctors, to delire them to make 
every potiible exertion tor his ic- 
cal or diumithon, His advice had 
been adopted, and the votre of the 
directors tor that purpote had been 
rendered abortive by the court of 
propnievors. Ata jublequent pe- 
riod two gentlemen from India had 
fated to the company, that they 
were authorized to propoic Mr. 
Haitings’s relignation. The re- 
fignation had been accepted, and 
Mr. Wheler appointed to fucceed 
him; but the meature had been 
rendered abortive by Mr. Hatlings’s 
retufing to acknowlege that the 
eentiemen were properly autho- 
riled. In 1773 and 1781, when 
farther bills nad been pafled, we 
were invo ved in an extenhve war, 
and he had net thought that a fit 
time, to make an alteration in the 
conititution of our government in 
India. 

Mr. Francis related the particu. 
lars of ghe conduct and fentiments 
of the council, which had been 
fent out to Indiain 1773. Gene- 
ral Clavering and colonel Monton 
were men, who carried with them 
from Enyland characiers unim- 
peached, and their retidence in In- 
aia bad brought them an accethon 
ot tame, by the difplay it had made 
ot their integrity and independ- 
ence. They, as well as himfelf, 
had gone out to India, not only 
well difpofed to Mr. Hatlings, but 
imprefied with great reverence for 
his abilities, and confidence in his 
good imentions and his virtue. 


sir John Clavering had perfonally 


folx ted the hing tor fome mark of 


his favour to carry out to the gover- 
nor gencral. There was no jealouly 
or comity in their breafts, and they 
did wot look forward to the recall 


of Mr. Haftings, as the means of 
their own aggrandifement, But 
they were no ijvoner arrived in Jn- 
dia, than they faw reaton to alter 
their opinions. Betore they had 
fet foo: upon fhore, complaints and 
reprefentations had reached them 
from all hands of the cnormitics of 
the Robilla war, and {vom that mo- 
ent they commenced a determin- 
ed oppoition to the governor ge- 
neral. Was it to be fuppoted, 
that this fudden revolution origi. 
nated in party or intrigue, or was 
owing to pique, ill will, or refent. 
ment ? 

Lord Mulgrave entered into an 
elaborate detence of Mr. Hattings. 
He deicribed the Rohillas, as a 
moit faitale!s and treacherous race 
of men, and he declared, that Suja 
ul Dowla on bis part bad tully and 
literally performed all the ftipula- 
tions of the treaty. It had been 
obierved, that Mr. Haflings did 
not fend a notification to Halez 
Khamet, before he determined to 
attack him. ‘The breach of the 
treaty Was apparent; and was it 
necetlary tor Mr. Hallings to have 
acted as a lawyer, and to have 
fummoned both parties before him ? 
It hud been faid, that the caute of 
the war had been the non payment 
of forty lacks of rupees ; but that 
the puniiiment had gone much 
farther. ‘This was a molt extraor- 
dinary doctrine. Who had ever 
heard of a nation at war topping 
at the preci.e point, when fatistace 
tion for the oviginal injury had 
been obtained ? Did this nation aét 
fo with France in the glorious war 
of 17562 It had alfo been obfery- 
ed, that, if we were bound by the 
guarantee, we acted unjuflly in ex- 
acting new conditions trom Suja al 
Dowla. The fact was, that the 
breach of the treaty by the Rohil- 
las tully juitified us in attacking 

them, 





338 


ghem, and that Mr. Hafings did 
perfectly right in obtaining the bet 
terms he could for the company. 
Lord Mulgrave faid, he would af- 
fume the juftice, and would make 
out to a demonttration the wifdom 
and policy of the meafure. We 
obtained a barricr for an oo he 
whofe dominions had been perfectly 
fecured by it from that time to 
this, a period of twelve years. We 
procured above a million tterling 
for the company. We fecured the 
tranquillity of Oude upon the death 
of Suja ul Dowla, which happened 
a few months after the Rohilla war, 
and which could by no other means 
have been fecured. In a word, 
every beneficial confequence, which 
had rifen from our connection with 
Oude, was to be traced to the Ro- 
hilla war as to its fource. Sir Ro- 
bert Barker had objected to it, be- 
caufe he thought the addition of 
Rohilcund would make the nabob 
too powerful ; but the event had 

roved, that, though fir Robert 
fight be a good general, Mr. Hatt- 
ings was by tar the better politician. 
With refpect to the conduct of the 
war, how eafy was it to paint the 
horrors and cruelties of every war, 
that had ever been made? Wha’- 
ever hardfhips was fullained by the 
Rohilla prifoners, it was clear, that, 
fo far from being authorifed by Mr. 
Hattings, he had airevy inter- 
fered to prevent them and in the 
molt effectual manner. Of all the 
accufations that had been brought, 
lord Mulgrave had leatt expected 
to tind a charge of cruelty, From 
whatever he had read relatively to 
our tranfattions in India, from the 
converfations he had had with ref- 
pectable perfons who had ferved 
there, he could fately affirm, that 
there never was a man more uni- 
verially elteemed and beloved than 
Mr. Haflings. ‘The Hindoos look- 
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ed up to him as the preferven 

their temples ; the Mutiulman ‘ 
the guardians of their mog ag 
and his own countrymen, a5 4 
man who had fecured the ee 
of India to Great Britain, y, 
Grenville went over the fame ground 


- of argument as lord Mulgrave, ang 


complained of the unfair mannerig 
which Mr. Burke had opened th 
fubject ; as above two thirds of hj 
fpeech had been devoted to agen, 
vations of facts, ftated in the othe 
charges, and which bore no rely 
tion to the Rohilla war. Mr, By. 
ton remarked, that humanity og 
the leading trait in Mr. Hathingsy 
character, and that fuch was th 
tendernets of his nature, as even 
to approach to womanifh weak, 
nefs, 

Mr. Powys objeéted to the form 
of the motion, which, as it had 
been prefented ky Mr. Burke, env. 
merated all the leading facts of the 
war, and for which he was ne 
ready tu vote. Several of the fats 
did not appear to him to have beea 
proved, or, if proved, not to be 
criminal, If Mr. Burke would 
withdraw his motion, and put it 
generally, he fhould give it his fap. 
port. Mr. Powys declared, that 
he faw no ground to impute either 
cages or vindiétive motives t 

Ir. Haflings, and therefore defired 
to be underflood, as by no mea 
pledging him‘elf, to vote for the 
other charges, or to carry up afte 
cles of impeachment to the houle 
of lords, merely on the ground of 
the prefent refolution. Mr, Burke 
replied, that the motion had been 
drawn up in its prefent form atthe 
a og of Mr. Pitt, who had fug- 
geited, that it ought to be propoled 
as nearly as poflible in the very 
form, in which it might probably 
be prefented to the houfe of lords. 
Mr. Pitt now joined in the a ea 
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. Powys ; and, the argument 
oe iahorcad by Mr. Wilbertoree, 
the motion Was altered, and the 
quettion ftood, ** that the houfe, hav- 
ing coniidered the article, and exa- 
mined witnefies, was of opimon, 
chat there was ground for charging 
Warren Hattings efquire wrh high 
crimes and mifdemeanours upon the 
marter of that article,” 

The fubject ot the Rohilla war 
was difeufled at great length, and 
examined with much anxiety by a 
multitude of the members of the 
houfe of commons, and upon this 
account the debate, after having 
continued till late in the morning, 
was adjourned to the next day, At 
that time a farther amendment to 
the refolution was fuggeited by Mr. 
William Young, who moved, that 
there fhould be added to it the words, 
“and for impeaching him there- 
upon,” The reafon he athgned for 
this motion was, that he protefled 
himfelf an enemy to fuch an im- 
peachment as that of the earl of 


Serafford, where the prifoner had. 


been tried for his life upon an ag- 
gregate of feveral lcfler charges, 
which taken together were fuppofed 
jo amount to a charge of high trea- 
fon. Mr, Fox proteffed equally to 
condemn the idea of trying a man 
upon an aggregate of charges, the 
whole of which together fhould 
amount to fomething ditierent from 
each of them taken feparately, but 
obferved, that the cafe was widely 
different, when they were only fiud- 
ing a charge in the manner of a 
grand jury. He fhould have had 
no objeciion, had the propofed a- 
mendment ftood as apart of the 
Original queftion, as it was clear, 
that the minifter and himfelf thought 
exactly in the fame manner refpect- 
ing it; but he did not like to adopt 
" as an addition, and he thought, 
that the word * and’’ feemed to im- 
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ply fomething more than either of 
them intended. Mr. Jenkiofon urg- 
ed the neceflity of adopting the a- 
mendment ; and a defultory convere 
fation took place upon it of near! 
three hours in continuance, in whic 
fome afperities pafled between Mr. 
Fox and Mr. Pitt. The other fpeak- 
ers were Mr. Burke, Mr. Sheridan, 
Mr. Wiodham, Mr. Arden, Mr, 
aes Scott, Mr. Powys, Mr. Wil- 

rforce, general Norton and Mr, | 
Rigby. At length it was moved 
by Mr. Pitt, to withdraw the pro- 
poied amendment, and to add the 
words ** by impeachment”? only to 
the motion. 

In the courfe of the converfation 
Mr. Jenkinfon owned, that he had 
interfered, and he trufled with in- 
fluence, againft the India bill of a 
former adminiftration, This ex. 
prefion was caught hold of, and 
made the fubject of fevere ridicyle 
by the leaders of oppofition, 

Mr. Fox exprefied his apprehen- 
fion, that there was an intention 
fomewhere, to implicate the general 
quettion of impeachment, with the 
particular one of the juftice of the 
Rohilla war. If any thing fo un- 
fair could really be meant, he truft- 
ed, that the houfe would fee through 
fo pitiful a manceuvre, and treat it 
with reprobation. But, when he 
confidered the time of its introduc- 
tion, the engagement with the mi- 
nifter that each article fhould be 
decided on by itlelf, and efpecially 
the eagernefs with which Mr. Jen- 
kinfon had intereited himfelf im the 
iffue of the debate, he could be at 
no lofs how to account for this ver 
extraordinary motion. Mr, Pitt's 
amendment was at length carried 
without a divifion; and, it having 
been farther moved by Mr. Bouve- 
rie, brother te the earl of Radnor, 
and feconded by Mr. Sheridan, to 
add to the refolution by way of 
fare 
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farther amendment the words, “ if» muft fupply matter for the mifre, 


any impeachment fall finally be 
preferred,” the houle divided, ayes 
65, noes 140- 

Mr. Wilberforce obferved, that, 
had the motion continued im the 
fhape, in which it had original’y 
been introduced, he fhould have tele 
no difficulty in forming a decifion, 
and could have contented himfelf 
with giving alilent vote ; but, as the 
queftion then flood, he contefled, he 
was under no common emuarrafl- 
ment, and his feelings were of a na- 
ture fo ciftreffing, that he could not 
rejrain from endeavouring as fhorrly 
as poflitle to explain them to the 
houfe. Mr. Wilberforce then en- 
tered into the particulars of the 
charge, and endeavourrd to fhow 
that che various apologies, that had 
been extracted from the affair of 
the guarantee, from the fuppofed 
inchimation of che Rohillas in tavour 
of the Marattas, and from the Jjg- 


norance of Mr. Huailings refpecting 


the feverities that were practiled, 
were unfounded and inapplicable. 
Ar the fame ume he laid great ftrels 
upon the coniideration, of Mr. 
Hallings’s having been three times 
re-appointed to the government, 
fince the affair of the Rohilla war. 
To put him afterwards upon his 
trial for that afiair, what was it but 
to fay to him, ** You have commit- 
ted an action, extremely criminal, 
and deferving of puntthment; but 
we will not punifli you at prefeat. 
You are ufetul to us in your prefent 
fituation, and therefore we will again 
and ayain re-appoint you. But, 
when, ior a period ot thirteen years, 
you fhall have ilrained your facul- 
tics, yOu fhall have racked your 
abilities, you fhall have impaired 
your contliudon, you fail have 
hazardcd your lite in our fervice, 
engaged ia tranfa¢tions o!: the molt 
ditfeult and critical nature, which 


prefentations of your enemies 
enable them to obtuin thar fent e 
againit you by prejudice, whi 
they would in vain have are 
by argument; after all this, whes 
you thail chute to retura toa life of 
wiet IM your native country, gp 
will then criminate you tor van 
firit offence, tor then we fhall oq 
be fufterers by your punifhment” 
This was like the treatment we pare 
to fome of the brute creaty 
whote faithful fervices we at length 
rewarded by the knife or the Dutcher, 
No man, Mr. Wilberforce {aid 
felt all chis more ttrougly than be 
did ; and yet, when an action lke 
the pretent was brouyht betore him, 
he could not but condemn ir, Be 
fincerely lamented the neceility, but 
there was no aliernative, and he 
hould therefore certainly give his 
voie tor the motion. 

Mr. Fox entered at large into 
every parc Of the queition, “He re 
marked with fome degree of indige 
nation upon the changes it had un 
dergone, and the caprice that had 
been difplayed upon the fubjedt. k 
had been tirft propoted by Mr. Burke 
to try the charges generally, and 
this propolinon had heen difappror. 
ed. A charge, fpecific of particulat 
facts, was demanded, and the & 
mand had becn complied with. A 
third change had been then defired, 
and it was thought modft agreeable 
to move a quettion generally upos 
each charge. This hed been 
cepted with equal facility, Hal 
Mr. Fox forefeen the ufe that would 
have been made of thefe concefhons, 
he would never have confented. 
He did not mean, that his diflest 
would have been of any avail, but 
he would have debated it to th 
laft, rather than have fuffered th 
motion to tuke the form, which 


had now ailuined, It had always 
beea 
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been his opinion, that the beit mode 
of proceeding in the bufinels, was 

‘ral quettion, whether 
to move a gencral q ph 
the Whole ot the charges containes 
matter. of impeachment 5 and, if 
this had been the opinion of the 
houfe, then to conticer, what partl- 
cular articles Were to make a part of 
that impeachment; an“, had it not 
been that he confided in the decla- 
rations of Mr. Pitt, he would fill 
have perlifted in that manner of tak- 
ing up the butinels. It was his 
opinion, that the number, as well 
as the weight of the crimes that 
might be found, frould enter into 
the deliberation of gentlemen, who 
formed a refolution tor impeach- 
mept; that the crimes fhould be 
great and enormous, and that they 
fhould not only bear that character, 
but in number be very covliderable, 
in order that the agpregate, and 
notthe individuals alone, might atiord 
ground for inducing the houte, 1o 
prefent them beture the houfe of 
peers. 

It had been faid by fome, that 
they faw too much of party fpiric 
in this bufineis. He agreed, that 
profetlions were nothing, but he 
could appeal to fomething better 
than protetiions, At a very early 
period, he had taken upon himielf 
apart in bringing to juftice crimes, 
committed in our Afiatic dominions, 
and thar by a man, who had very 
conliderable advantages iv his favour. 
Great tame, yreat ylory, great exer- 
tions for the fervice of his country, 
thefe had all exifted in the charac- 
ter of lord Clive, but thefe .he had 
valued at nothing. Under whofe 


banners did Mr. Fox then contend ? 
It was under the banners of the 
man, who was now at the head of 
the law and religion of this country, 
the prefent chancellor of Great 
Britain, who had treated with that 
manly eloquence, for which he was 
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diftinguifhed, who had crufhed, he 
might fay, to atoms, ‘every attempe 
to fet up the fervices of lord Clive 
as a bar to his punifhment. He 
would not fuffer a word to be heard, 
he would not fufler mention to be 
made of fo unworthy and unbeco:n- 
ing am argument. Mr. Fox had 
fupported him; and, if he had 
done fo with refpect to lord Clive, 
he faw nothing in Mr. Haftings’s 
conduct, to induce him to change 
his mode of action. He did: noe 
think, that in any capital inftunce 
he had. been of great ufe to the 
company. Inthe fame manner he 
had tupported Mr. Dundas, in. his 
eftorts to peniih the delinquency dif 
covered in ladia, at a time whea 
he diiapproved of his politics, as 
much as he did now. 

Mr. Fox adverted to the cenfures, 
which had been thrown out by Mr. 
Jen‘infon and otbers upon the Futt 
India bill of 1783. He did not 
with to call up this fubject; bue 
he knew what he owed to himfcif. 

le mutt take that opportunity to 
that the bill was in his 
eitumation the molt important mea- 
fure of his life. The principle, 
upon which it was built, be was 
fatistied was that, which alone was 
capable ot maintaining order and 
preventing abufe in the government 
of thofe dittant territories, Long 
had he revolved the plan in his own 
mind, and, when he came into of- 
fice, he did nor feel eafy, til) he had 
attempted to bring into exifterer, 
what he held to be fo effential to 
the right adminiftration ot our gos 
vernment in that part of the world. 
Whatever triumph therefore was 
affumed by his adverfaries in that 
bufinefs, he could affure them he 
felt himéclf little perfonally affeéted 
by it, and he decivred, that, unlefs 
he-had been able to accomplifl the 
great point which had engroffed his 
atten- 


declare, 
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attention, he would not have re- 
mained one day in office, It was 
his ambition, to have the principle 
of that bill confidered a8 the object, 
which above all others, he thought, 
it was moft neceflary for this country 
to attain. Thofe, who oppofed it, 
had paffed another bill, different in 
form, and founded on different 
maxims. What had they done ? 
They had paffed one bill in one year, 
and another in the next, and we faw 
them driven about from principle to 

inciple, till they themielves could 
Sues y align the ground of their 


ecding. 

 ieue y edkier remarks upon the 
wes ubject of the debate, Mr. 

ox obferved upon the neceflary 
effet of the Rohiila war with regard 
to the Enghfh national character. 
Mr. Hattings himfelf had exhibited 
an inftance cf acting upon the cha- 
racter of nations. He ftated the 
character of the Rohillas, as a rea- 
fon for their being exterminated. 
If we were to go upon this princi- 
ple, and exterminate every nation 
that had brought a ftain upon their 
policy, we fhould foon leave the 
face of the earth thinly inhabited ; 
and, he was afraid, this kingdom 
would not hereafter be able to ftand 
up with much confidence, if it 
fhould give its affent to the doctrines, 
which were that night endeavoured 
to be eflablithed. But it was not 
truc, that there was any thing in 
the character of the Rohillas, to 
excite the indignation, or draw down 
the refentment of any people, leait 
of all of Great Britain. They 
were a brave nation, and, what 
was fingular, the only free nation 
in India. They governed the coun- 
try, of which they were poffeffed, 
with a mildnels, of which its flou- 
sifhing condition, fo as to be called 
the garden of Indoftan, was an un- 


deniable argument. They were 
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endowed with all thofe nations! 
virtues, which Britons had 
accuftomed to admire, and which 
connected countries, enjoying the 
bleffings of liberty, by inditfol ubje 
ties. Ought not fuch a people 
have niet with fympathy and regard 
from our countrymen ? Ought ag 
a caufe, fuch as theirs; to interes 
every Britith bofum ? To mark oy 
fuch a people, as the objeds of 
avarice, or the victims of unpre. 
voked refentment, to abandon them 
to the rod of tyranny and 

fion, what conduct could be mop 
derogatory to our character? Why 
mode of procedure could mop 
contaminate our pretenfions to ho. 
nour and humanity ? The faé wa 
indeed true, that men in all 
had been little governed in their 
actions by equity and juftice ; but 
feldom had it happened, that they 
had avowedly directed their condud 
by principles fo abhorrent to civ 
lization and human nature. Th 
war againit the Rohillas was fo com 
plete an abandonment of all the 
leading principles of morality, that 
it was aftonifhing any man could 
attempt to defend it. If it thould 
be fupported by a Britith houfe of 
commons, it would be the greatel 
misfortune that could befal the ns 
tion. 

Mr. Dundas took notice of the 
charge of inconfiftency which wat 
brought againft him by Mr. For 
and Mr. Burke, and retorted it up- 
on Mr. Anttruther, who had that 
night ftood up as an advocate for 
the impeachment. Many perfons 
might recollect the extraordinary 
zeal, with which the recal of Ms 
Haftings had been oppofed in the 
court of proprietors in 1782. & 
mong thofe, who had ftood fort 
on that occafion, Mr. Anftruthet 
had been peculiarly f{trenuous, 


together with Mr. Dallas mabe 
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lithed his fpeech for the 

rd sc of the pablic: He had 
then applauded the ability, the juf- 
tice and the falutary effects of Mr. 
Haitings’s adminiftration, and had 
fared it as the extremity of abfur- 
dity and madnefs to recal him. 
Reipecting the Rohilla war Mr. 
Dundas acknowledged, that he dii- 
fered in opinion from Mr. Grenville 
and lord Mulgrave, but they dit- 
fered only about pait tranfactions, 
and not refpecting matters to be 
decided on for the future. The 
licy of any great meafure was, 
in his apprehenfion, the confidera- 
tion to which they ought to advert, 
and, unlefs the meature were no- 
torioully and flagrantly unjuit, the 
expediency of it was a fuflicient 
general juftification. Mr. Dundas 
ferved, that he flood in a fingular 
predicainent with refpect to India. 
Having taken a public part in that 
houfe fome years fince, as prefident 
of the fecret committee, which, upon 
the fpur of a difafter, had been ap- 
pointed to enquire into the affairs 
of the Carnatic, but which after- 
wards had found it neceflary to ex- 
tend their inveftigation, his opini- 
ons were known, and fome of them 
recorded on the journals. With 
regard to the Rohilla war, an act 
of parliament had paffed fince that 
period, re-appointing Mr. Haftings 
eg nein of Bengal. The 
tatute might be confidered as a par- 
liamentary pardon, and, unlefs 
fome freth circumftances of an ag- 
gravating nature had come to light, 
he faw no reafon for calling Mr. 
Haftings to account for a tranf- 
action, which the houfe had fo 
many years ago tacitly and by im- 
plication ‘Contented to pafs over. 
As in 1782, neither he, nor any 
of the members of the fecret com- 
mittee, hdd entertained the idea of 


ing Mr. Haftings to a crimi- 
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nal profecution, there could be rie 
reafon for his adopting new opi- 
nions, in compliment to the mover 
of the prefent charge. Mr. Stra- 
chey fpoke in vindication of the 
character of lord Clive. Mr. Mar- 
tin declared, that what he had heard 
on that and the preceding day, had 
confiderably altered his opinion 
refpecting Mr. Haftings, and he 
fhould vote for the quettion. The 
motion of Mr. Burke had originally 
been feconded by Mr, Wilbraham, 
and the other fpeakers on that fide 
of the queftion were Mr. Windham, 
Mr Michael Angelo Taylor and 
Mr. Frederic Montagu ; the fpeak- 
ers in behalf of Mr. Haftings were 
Mr. Vanfittart, Mr. Ifaac Hawkins 
Browne, Mr. Ilay Campbel and 
Mr. Nichels. The debate was cor- 
cluded with a remark from Mr. 
Burke, that, if the motion were 
negatived, he was determined, in 
juttice to himfelf, to move the fe- 
veral facts on which it was found- 
ed in feparate refolutions, that they 
might remain upon the journals. 
The houfe at length divided, ayes 
67, noesitg. Mr, Pitt voted in the 
majority. 

On the thirteenth of June the 
fecond charge, upon the fubject of 
the fine and expulfion of the raja 
of Benares, was opened by Mr. 
Fox. He obferved, that Cheit 
Sing, the raja in queftion, had 
been admitted to the fucceflion of 
his father in the year 1770, through 
the interference of the Englifh go- 
verment. In 1774, the fovereignty 
paramount of the province of Be- 
nares was transferred from the nabob 
of Oude to the Eaft India company. 
To obviate any mifconftrudtion ref- 

ecting the nature of the tenure, 
a which it was held by its native 
prince, Mr. Hattings at that time 
prepofed, that whatever provifion 
might be made in the intended treaty 
3 tor 
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for the intereft of the company, 
fhould be made without any in- 
croachment upon the rights of the 
raja, of upon the engagements ac- 
tually fubfiiting with him Mr. 
Haitings farther obtained tor Cheit 
Sing, in addition to the prerogatives 
he formerly pofictied, the mght of 
coining money, and of criminal 
judicature in cafes of life and death. 
‘Lhe refolution for this purpufe was 
couched in the following words: 
*¢ That the perpetual and independ- 
ent potiedion of the zemidary of 
Benares and its dependencies be 
confirmed “and guaranteed to the 
raja Cheit Sing and his heirs for 
ever, fubject only to the annual 
payment of the revenue hitherto 
paid te the late nabob ; and that no 
other demand fhould be made upon 
him either by the nabob of Oude 
or by this government.” Mr. Fox 
farther read to the fame purpofe 
the following article of the treaty 
propofed by Mr. Hatlings in July 
1775: * That, while the raja thall 
continue faithful to thefe engage- 
ments, and punctual in his pay- 
ments, and fhall pay due obedience 
to the authority of this govern- 
ment, no more demands fhall be 
made upon hin of any kind, nor 
fhall any perion be allowed upon 
any pretence, to interfere with his 
author.ty, or to ditturb the peace 
ot his country.’” Notwithilanding 
thefe declarations Mr. Haftings, 
fhortly atier the death of fir John 
Clavering and Mr. Monfon, with- 
out any previous general commu- 
nication with the board, made an 
extraordinary demand upon the 
raja of 50,0001. By what princi- 
ple of conftruction was the mean- 
ing of the ttipulation to be recon- 
ciled to this condu‘t? Was it to be 
undertiood to imply, “ that, pro- 
vided the zemidar thould pay to 
the council juch iuias of moncy us 
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fhould be demanded from him obey 
and above his {tated annual en 
that then they would demand 
him no money whatever?” Ther, 
quilition however was made,t 
on the exprefs condition that the 
exaciion flould continue bye 
one year, and fhould not be draw, 
into a precedent. The raia mop 
mured at it; but it was pain. The 
demand was repeated in a fecon 
and third year, and in like manne 
fatisfied. Each of thefe demand 
was accompanied with menaces, and 
with various and extraordinary cin 
cumftances of vexation and 4 
tiim., Mr. Hattines had thea & 
manded of the raja two thouf 
alterwards fitteen hundred, andl 
ot ail one thouiand horfe. Chee 
Sing replied, that he had but on 
thoufand three hundred horfe dif 
tributed over his country, and the 
he couid tpare only tive hundred, 
oflering to accompany them with 
five hundred matchiock men. 
Upon this Mr. Hattings faid in 


his defence, that ‘* his patience was 
exhautied bv fuch repeated acts of 


contumacy ;” an expreffion, the 


moft abfurd, and the moft ridiew 
loufly inapplicable to the factsytha 
could be imagined. He added,that 
‘she was determined to convert this 
conduct of the raja into an advan 
tage to the company’s altairs.” As 
gain? this monitrous determination 
Mr. Fox muft pretett, and he alked 
who had ever before heard of tht 
punifhing men, not for the great 
end of all punifhment, exampl 
but to convert it into an advantage 
to the public treafury ? Upon thelt 
grounds Mr. Hatlings had deter 
mined to levy a fine upon Chet 
Sing of s0>,0001. Mr. fox fpokt 
of his conduét on his arrival # 
Cheit Sing’s dominions in term 4 
reprobation, declaring, tltat bits law 
guage and treatment of the ayy 
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and infolent in the extreme. 
Soon after his arrival, he caufed 
Cheit Sing to be put under arreft 
in his own palace ; an inftance of 
yaparalleled indignity. What would 
be thought of any tributary prince 
jn Europe being arrefted in hts pa- 
lace by order of the lord paramount ? 
Would not his authority be lott for 
ever? Mr. Fox touched lightly on 
the remaining parts of the charge ; 
the fort of ‘affidavits, which had 
been procured for the fake of fixin 
an intention to rebel; the circum- 
flances, which had taken place at 
the fortrefs of Bidjegur; the in- 
ducements to plunder held out by 
Mr. Hatings; and the fubfequent 
misfortunes of the zemidary, as he 
confiidered them rather as matter of 
aggravation of the great charge, 
the ruin of CheitSing. 

Mr. Fox acknowledged, that 
there had been fomething like a co- 
lour for the vote, into which the 
houfe of commons had entered ref- 
peding the Rohilla war. The ex- 
treme diftance of the time at which 
it had happened ,the re-appointment 
of Mr, Haftings by an act of the 
legiflature, and the important fer- 
vices which he Was imagined to 
have fince performed for his coun- 
try. Butthere were no fuch apo- 
logies to be urged again voting 
the prefent charge. ‘The fads were 
undeniable, they were important, 
they were atrocious. Happy was 
it for thofe whom he addrefled, that 
they could plead ignorance of Eatt 
Judian affairs for fo long a period. It 
was the only falvo for their honout, 
it was the line that feparated the 
enormities of individuals from the 
fenfe of aBritith houfe of commons. 
He thanked Mr. Burke for having 
brought the charges forward. In 
one fhape or another they mutt 
have been fubjected to difcuffion ; 


sad let the houfe in genera! decide 
1757. 
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as they thought proper, what hdd 
affed would prove, that there were 
ngliamen, who did not affent to 
principles, originating in the cor- 
rupt heart of a molt corrupt indi- 
vidual, and who execrated a con- 
du&, which had been marked with 
the grofleit oppreffion, inhumanity 
and injuftice. Mr. Fox added, that 
the houfe ought not to content it- 
felf with the punifhment of the 
oppreffors, and he heartily wifhed, 
that all which had been taken from 
individuals fhould be reftored. But 
that was a fubject, which mutt ne- 
ceffarily remain for future delibera- 
tion. The motion of Mr. Fox was 

feconded by Mr. Francis, 
Mr, Pitt lamented, that his duty, 
and the refponfibility of his fitua- 
tion peremptorily forbad him to do 
that, to which his inclination would 
otherwife have led him, to abfent 
himfelf from the whole of the pro- 
ceedings on the prefent occation. 
He felt the greateft difficuity and 
uneafinefs in being obliged to de- 
termine upon judicial queitions, the 
merits of which were fo clofely 
connected with the habits and the 
cuftoms of the Eatt Indian govern- 
ments. In proportion however to 
the difficulty, had been his endea- 
vour to make himfclf matter of the 
whole of the cafe, and he could vene 
ture to fay, that, by a moft laborious 
invefligation, he had been able to 
form fuch a final and fettled opinion 
concerning it, as had completcly 
faticfied him in the vote, which in 
confcience he was bound to give. 
He fhou!d theretore ftate his fenti- 
ments to the houfe in the plainett 
and concifett manner, convinced, 
that, if there were any one fubject, 
upon which a member of that houfe 
was bound to fpeak with more than 
ordinary fimpliciry and candour, it 
was that which was then under dif- 
cuffion, where there ought to be 
kK ne 
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no other objeét in view, than the 
honour of parliament, and the ends 
of fubftantial jultice. He fhould 
carefully avoid entering inro the 
bufinefs with that fort of temper 
and fpirit which fome perions had 
manitelted, and fhould particularly 
guard againit any impreilions, b- 
milar to that, which Mr. Fox had 
been defirous of making on the 
houfe, in a manner, which he 
thought of al} others the mot un- 
fair, and the mott incenfillent with 
every principle of law and juflice. 
He thould neither fuffer fuch means 
to bias him in voting a cenfure, 
where he did not think cenfure was 
merited, nor on the other hand 
would he permit his indignation at 
fuch unjutlifiable conduct fo far to 

et the better of him, as to make 
Fim refule fuch a vote, where he 
thought he was in confcience bound 
to give it. 

It had been the fubjeét of many 
different opinions, what was the 
true tenure, under which the ze- 
midars of Indoflan held their pof- 
feflions. ‘i his was however of lit- 
tle confequence to the conclufion 
he intended to draw. It was enough 
for him, that they mutt, in the na- 
ture of things, be liable to demands 
for extraordinary aid in the cafe of 
an extraordinary emergency. It 
was impoflible to fuppofe the exitt- 
ence of a flate, which had no con- 
flitutional provifion for a period of 
danger. It was a right, to which 
no individual couid object, becaufe 
it was by the joint power of the 
whole that the individual was pro- 
tccted, and it would be treafon a- 
gaint itfelf in any ftate to exclude 
a principle, fo obvioufly neceflary 
to its exiftence. To apply this ar. 
ays to. the empire of Indoftan, 

r. Pitt gave feveral examples from 


the recent hiftory of that country, 


where Cofim Ali Khan, as appear- 


BRITISH: AND 


ed from the charges them 
had received in pretents from by 
feveral vaflals above ,, 

for the purpofe of fupportine u 
military operations. Tey 
icents were as nearly as potlible § 
milar, to the benevolences, former 
known in the politics of this 
try, and were literally the Comms. 
tation of the military vaflals & 
their perfonal fervices. He & 
ferved, that Cheit Sing had bey 
made to contribute to his forme 
lord, Suja ul Dowla, a confideraby 
afliftance both in men and 

to the Rohilla expedition, 
quoted the laws of the e 
Acbar, who exprefsly exempt 
his zemidars from the paymentd 
any fubfidies beyond their flag 
rents, at the fame time that hisa 
rangements were evidently caly 
lated to fecure a military forceby 
the perfonal fervice of the zemiday, 
Mr. Pitt acknowledged, that itwa 
flipulated with Cheit Sing, # tha 
he fhould hold his zemidary asa 
hereditary poffeflion, paying oul 
a certain fum out of the revens 
for the ufe of the company.” Bu 
this implied nothing more, tha 
that the {tated annual paymed 
fhould never be raifed, and that» 
fine fhould be exacted from his for 
ceflor when he came into pofletios 
There was in the whole of them 
ftruments no renunciation in expits 
terms, of that, which was too eflee 
tial and indifpenfible a right of 
vereignty to be conftrued away 
gloffes or defeated by implication 
the right of demanding aid in ¥# 
or Upon any great emergency. 
ing eftablifhed then the equity @ 
the claim, Mr. Pitt obferved, tht 
the fum demanded was greatly wih 
in. the power of the raja to pay) a 
peared from the treaiures found # 
the cattle of Bidjegur, and that ti 


demand of a thouland of ye 
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¢ was not cnormous, 
ben the circumittances, 
which took place in the fubfequent 
jofurreétion of Benares. 
Mr. Pitt digrefled for a moment, 
to animadvert upon the language 
of the charge, in which it was 
fated that * Mr. Haftings feemed 
early to have refolved, when op- 
portunity fhould occur, upon a te~ 
vere revenge, and that, having eb- 
tained in his cafting vote a majority 
in council, upon the death of fir 
ohn Clavering and Mr. Monfon, 
’ fuddenly made an extraordinary 
demand upon the raja.” Mr. Pitt 
defired the houfe to paufe for a mo- 
ment, to confider the full force of 
the infinuation contained in thele 
words. Could there, he afked, be 
amore malignant charge brought 
againft any man, than that which 
he had jutt itated? In the mean 
time all that it would be necetlary 
for him to mention, as a complete 
antidote to every unfavourable im- 
prefion which might have been 
created by the unwarrantable acri- 
mony of the charge, was, that, 
two days before the refolution for 
exacting the 50,0001. from Cheit 
Sing had been propofed in council, 
Mr. Haftings had received the ac- 
count of the breaking out of the 
Freach war. To have paffed over 
fuch a cireumftance as this, fo ftrik- 
ing and fo obvious, and to difcover 
a motive fo bafe and diabolical, as 
was here imputed, could only be 
accounted for upon principles ex- 
tremely injurivuus to the candour 
and integrity of Mr. Burke ; or by 
fuppofing, that the laborious and 
pertinacious attentior, which dif- 
tinguifhed his conduct in every other 
part of the proceeding, had thrown 
him in the prefent in{tance, more 


unfortunately for himfelf than for 


Mr. Hattings, fomewhat off his 
guard, 
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Having completely juftified Mr. 
Hattings in every other part of the 
butinefs, Mr. Pitt came now to the 
circumflances, which conttituted 
the remaining, and in his opinion 
the beit founded article of theeharge. 
The principlesofgovernment indeed 
in India were arbitrary and defpotic. 
Suill however it was the duty ot eves 
ry adminiftration in that country to 
conduct itfelf by the rules of juf- 
tice and of liberty, as far as it was 
poflible to reconcile them to the 
eftablifhed government. He did not 
care, whether the laws of Tamer- 
lane or of any other Indian empe- 
ror had laid down fuch a dettrine. 
Tt was inferced by a higher author- 
ity, by the dictates of nature and 
common fenfe; and it was upon 
this ground, that he fek it impoflible 
to acquit Mr. Hatlings of the whole 
of the charge brought againit him. 
He felt in his conicience, that he 
had pufhed the exercife of that ar- 
bitrary difcreiion, which, from the 
nature of the Eatiern governments, 
was entrufied to him, to a greater 
length, thanshe was warranted to 
do by the neceflity of the fervice. 
He was firmly pertuaded, that Mr. 
Haftings had been influenced through 
the whole of his government by 
fhe warmeit zeal for the intereft of 
his employers; but that zeal, \hows 
ever commendable in itfelf, lott its 
merit, when exerted in a manner 
repugnant to principles, which were 
paramount to every motive of in- 

tereft or policy. ‘The council of 
Bengal having made a demand, 
which they had a right to make, 
and that demand having been con- 
tumacioufly refilled, they were cer- 
tainly juftifiable in infli¢ting punith- 
ment on the delinquent party. But 
then it was their duty te apportion 
the punifhment to the degree of 
guilt. This, he was forry to fay, 
Mr. Haftings in his opinion had not 
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done ; at the fame time that he con- 
ceived Mr. Francis not to be en- 
tirely free from blame, for, the 
‘countenance that he had given toa 
confiderable part of Mr. Hutftings’s 
eondu&t. From bis behaviour then, 
and from that which he purfued 
the prefent occafion, there 
was room tor fufpicion, that at the 
time, when he might have exerted 
himfelf to prevent many improper 
from being taken, he had fat 
with a fecret fatisfaction, con- 
templating the errors of Mr. Hatt- 
ings, and regarding them as the 
foundation of future perfecutions 
againit him. 

In what he had faid Mr. Pitt de- 
fired to confine himfelf exprefsly 
to the exorbitancy of the fine, and 
not to include the fubfequent revo- 
lution of Benares, which was an 
event, that, under all the circum- 
ftances, could not poflibly be avoid- 
ed. Mr. Hattings was certainly 


right in undertaking to punifh the 
raja; and Cheit Sing was not ap- 
prifed from any overt act, that the 


fine intended to be levied was exor- 
bitant. Notwithftanding this he 
hed taken up arms, in order to ef- 
cape from an arreft, to which he 
had fubjeMed himfelf by his own 
fault. He had excited a difpofition 
among his men to maffacre the Bri- 
tith forces, and had afterwards 
withdrawn himfelf, and gone into 
open rebellion. All thefe circum- 
ftances confidered, the depofition 
of the raja was indifpentible and 
neceflary. Mr. Pitt obferved, that 
the only fubje&, which remained 
far him to mention, was the pro- 
pofed refloration of Cheit Sing to 
his dominions. It was impoflible 
to decide any thing upon this at 
prefent, ‘If he were reftored, it 
would create an unfair prejudice 
againit a man now under accufa- 
won, If it were determined to 
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peepee his poffefiions, jt »: 
imply an approbation of 
was heceates to become vii 
of criminal enquiry, “te 
concluded, that he fhould es 
agree to the prefent moti i 
that he fhould confider himfelf 
committed to a final vote fin 
achment, but only meanj . 
e underftood, that, if UDOD th 
whole of the charges it fhould jy 
his pension, that an im 
ought to preferred, thea «& 
act of oppreffion was Pate, : 
to be made one of the articis g 
that impeachment, In refolvag 
to _ her Faj2 500,000 |. for; 
mere delay, to pay 50,000]. wh; 
however he had adually ani 
Haflings had proceeded in g mp 
ner arbitrary, unjuft and tyras. 
cal. His determination detiroye 
all relation between the dégresd 
guilt and punifhment. It gy 
grinding, it was overbearing, i 
Was utterly difproportionate gi 
fhamefully exorbitant. The 
was farther fupported by 
Powys, and oppofed by lord Mi 
grave, Mr. Grenville, Mr, Anis 
Mr. Nichols, Mr, Vanfittart, mig 
Scott, and Mr. Dempfter, 
Dundas voted for the impeachmer, 
Upon a divifion the numben» 
peared, ayes 119, nots 79. 
Three days later than this é 
bate, the queftion came under é 
cuflion, whether or no it woullk 
poflible to go through the whole 
the charges, in hearing witeela 
and coming to a feparate vote up 
each charge, in the courle of OR 
prefent feffion, The danger ie 
was to be feared, was, that the & 
fon of the year would induce may 
members to leave town, and i 
the charges would come to be@ 
cided upon in thin houfes, 
would be a circumflance very@ 
feemly, if compared with the# 
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of the bufinefs, and might 
Pond occasion of overs | re 
decifion, a8 not carrying with it the 
- ts which properly belonged 
dignity, which Pp Y ¢ 
wa P ing of the houfe o 
commons, ‘To obviate this diffi- 
culty it was propoied by Mr. John 
James Hamilton, nephew to the 
earl of Abercorn, that they fhould 
yote a call of the houfe, to compel 
the attendance of the members. 
Major S.ott pleaded with great car- 
nefinefs for this meafure, and deli- 
vered it as his deliberate and fo- 
lemn opinion, that the fate of the 
Briti(l empire in India was fufpend- 
ed upon the circumftance, whether 
or no Mr. Hattings’s impeachment 
was terminated in the feffion. He 
had converfed with perfons of ho- 
nour and undoubted information, 
who had left Calcutta fo lately as 
in February, and their communi- 
eations had flrongly confirmed him 
in this perfuafion. Mr. Fox pro- 
fefled himfelf an advocate for the 
propofed call, if it could be made 
efficient to the objeét of a full at- 
tendance. Mr. Hamilton fubmit- 
ted his motion to the houfe on the 
twwenty-firlt of June, obferving at 
the fame time, that the only objec- 
tion which could be urged, the in- 
convenience that might be felt by 
individuals, was of no value, when 
it was oppofed to what was due to 
the feel'ngs of an accufed and per- 
fecuted man. He had brought for- 
ward his motion in behalf ot a per- 
fon, whom he had never feen but 
atthe bar of that houfe. But he 
repeated, that that perfon had {pent 
the greateft part of his life in the 
fervice of the public, in one of the 
moit eminent fituations which a 
fubjeét could fill, and he thou ht, 
that it ought to be afcertained with- 
our delay, whether the only return 
he was to receive for his fervices 
Was cenfure and infamy. Mr. She- 
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ridan obferved, that a confiderable 
degree of odium mutt neceflarily be 
incurred by calling members back 
to town, after they had gone into 
the country, and made their ar- 
rangements for the fummer; and, 
however Mr. Hamilton might be 
willing to take all the obloquy up- 
on himfelf, he believed it would be 
fhared by all thofe, who were con- 
cerned in the bufinefs. Mr. She- 
ridan farther urged the impoflibility 
of making the call effectual, and 
obferved, that it would occafion fo 
many delinquents by difobedience, 
that the houfe would be difabled 
from proceeding to inforce its own 
order, He ridiculed the defpoa- 
dency of major Scott, who wis ge« 
nerally fo fanguine upon the affairs 
of India, and remarked, that he 
had refted his opinion upon dark 
hints and fuewedons; as if recent 
advices had been received from In- 
dia to that purpofe, but that, if 
thofe advices were not produced, 
all infinuations of that nature muit 
pafs for nothing. Mr. Sheridan 
had made every poffible enquiry to 
difcover this extraordinary news, 
but he could hear of nothing, ex- 
cept the receipt of an extraordinary 
large diamond, faid to have been 
fent to Mr. Haftings, and prefented 
to the king at an extraordinary and 
critical period of time. The me- 
tion was fupported by Mr. Demp- 
fter and Mr. Hawkins Browne, and 
oppofed by fir Matthew White Rid- 
ley, Mr. Duncombe, lord George 
Cavendifh, Mr. Michael Angelo 
Taylor and Mr. Pitt. On a divi- 
fion the members appeared, ayes 
30, Noes Og. 

The fubjeét, to which Mr, She- 
ridan had alluded, of the receipt 
of a very valuable diamond by the 
king through the medium of Mr. 
Hattings, occafioned a confiderable 
quantity of newlpaper animadver- 


K 3 fion, , 





150 


fion, partly of a ludicrous and 
partly of a ferious nature. Major 
Scott, who had fhown himfelf par- 
ticularly alive to infinuations con- 
veyed through that channel, thought 

r to ftate the circumftances of 
the bufine’s, both from the prefs, 
and in a fpeech, which he made a 
few days after in the houfe of com- 
mons. This flatement was unfor- 
tunately of fuch a nature, as not 
to be calculated in the beit poflible 
manner to counteract the animad- 
verfions, by which he had been of- 
fended. It appeared, that Mr. Hail- 
ings had received the diamond on 
the fecond of June, the fecond day 
of the Rohilla debate, and that it 
had been delivered to the fecretary 
of ftate on the thirteenth of June, 
the day of deciding the charge of 
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Benares. This delay majo 
took upon himfelf, a neal 
circumitances, which trom da 
day had prevented him from i, 
ing upon lord Sydney on the fu, 
ject... He alfo read a letter frow 
Mr. Haflings, in which it was th 
lated, that the packet he had x, 
ceived contained a letter from \ij, 
zam Ali Khan to the king, ands, 
other to himfelf, the latter of whic 
was damaged, and fearcely legible 
if legible. Mr. Hattings gueliel 
the purpofe of the effaced letter» 
be a commiffion to him, to delire 
the letter to the king, and mo 
probably the packet along with, 
the contents of which he had not, 
clue to conjecture, but fuppofed i 
to contain fomething of extrac. 
dinary value, 





CHAPTER VIII. 


Mr. Sheridan’s Speech on the C harge of the Begums. Charges of Farr. 
aad, of the Contracts, of Fizulla Khan, of the Prefents, of the Reven, 


and of Mifdemeanours in Oude voted. Mr. Haftings impeached at the Bar 
of the Honfe of Lerds. 


HE feffion of parliament for 
fsthe year 1786 had undoubt- 
edly clofed in a period, peculiarly 
critical to Mr. Haflings and his 


friends. One charge had already 
been decided in his favour and an- 
other againft him, But this charge 
was confeffedly, in the opinion of 
the majority of the houfe of com- 
mons, not fufficiently weighty to 
be carried up alone as a ground of 
impeachment to the houfe of lords. 
It was fuppofed, perhaps in a higher 
degree than it was true, that the 
decifion of the minifter had turned 
the fcale againft Mr, Haftings in 
the houfe ot commens. But that 
decifion, with refpect to the future 
charges, was enveloped in the thick- 
eit obfcurity, Concealment is un- 


doubtedly in fome cafes the effer. 
tial quality of -a great miniffer, and 
Mr. Pitt feems to have poffeffeds 
peculiar faculty of this kind, which 
no attack upon his paflions, and po 
provocation could induce him t 
throw off for a moment. In thi 
particular cafe, he profeiled to fudy 
each of the charges feparately, a 
not to make up his mind upon th 
fubject, till the period nearly a 
proached, in which he was to del: 
ver his votre. He was not influenced, 
or at Jeait not ebviouily influenced 
in the vote he had given, by thot 
motives, which too often deci 
with public men, private advantagt 
and perfonal intereft. But, fuppet 
ing him to be governed purely br 
his own judgment of wei 
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delinquency, yet he had not afford- 
ed fufficient ground, in deciding 
upon the affair of Benares, to con- 
jefture what would be celine - 
upon the remaining charges. He 
had acquitted Mr. Haftings of all 
thofe circumftances of the tranface 
tion, which to the majority of Ks 
gdrerfaries had appeared moft atro- 
cious, and he ha condemned him 
ypon an intention, a derermination 
of policy, which had never been 
carried into execution, The line 
of conduct, which Mr. Pit had 
chalked out to himfelf, was undoubt- 
edly difagreeable to Mr. Hattings’s 
friends, and it was even pretended 
by fome perfons, that it was not 
alrogether convenient to the friends 
of Mr. Pitt. They imagined that 
Mr. Grenville and lord Mulgrave 
in particular, the fermer of whom 
yoted againft Mr. Haftings upon 
many ot the fubfeauent charges, 
would not have taken fo decided a 
part in his favour in the outfgt, if 
they could perfectly have forefeen 
the line of conduéct, that would 
have been purfued by the minifter, 
The third charge was opened in 
the houfe of commons by Mr. She- 
ridan on the feventh ot February 
1787. The fpeech he delivered 
upon this occafion was five hours 
and a half in duration, and has 
been the fubject of the loudett and 
moft extraordinary encomiums that 
ever were pronounced. ‘Thofe, 
who heard it, feemed to imagine, 
that all the eloquence of ancient 
ar modern times was greatly fur- 
pafled and outdone upon this occa- 
hon. It may be thought, that the 
incidental circumitances that ate 
tended the affair, the charge being 
perhaps of all others the mott 
weighty and capable of aggrava- 
ton, and its being as it were the 
critical quettion, which from its 
Cate and arrangement muft decide 
Mpon the tate of the butinefs, gave 
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to the fpeech a luftre, which was 
not firictly inherent in it. It may 
be thought, that Mr. Sheridan, 
having gradually rifen in his elo- 
quence from beyinnings that were 
by no means aftonifhing, and have 
ing in this cafe furprized his hear 
ers, and gone beyond all that they 
had conceived of him, on this ace 
count entered into a comparifon 
not entirely equal, with thofe fpeak- 
ers, whofe merits had long been a 
topic of public notoriety. But 
whatever deductions fome perfons 
might chufe to make on this ac- 
count, the confequences that at- 
tended his fpeech were truly ad- 
mirable. Conviction appeared to 
follow upon all his arguments ; the 
prejudices and prepoffeffions of his 
hearers were gradually overcome. 
Upon a fubject, which had par- 
ticularly divided, not only the 
houfe of commons, but the nation 
at large, into a variety of fenti- 
ments, this memorable {peech pro- 
duced almoft an univerfal union, 
with the exception principally of 
thofe, who from perfonal attach- 
ment, and the honourable feelings 
of gratitude and friendfhip, perfee 
vered in fupporting what trom this 
moment the houfe of commons 
thought proper to abandon, 

Mr, Sheridan began with animad- 
verting upon fome incidental circum 
{tances which had recently occurred, 
He particularly dwelt with great 
indignation upon what he ftyled, the 
low and artful ftratagem, which 
had juft been praétifed, of deliver- 
ing to the members and others, in 
this laft period of parliamentary 
enquiry, a printed paper, bearing 
the fignature of Warren Haftings, 
and which he was to confider as a 
fecond defence againft the charge, 
which he was now to bring forward. 
Mr. Sheridan obferved, that it had 
been infinuated by fome perfons, 
that parliament was mifpending its 
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time in attending to this fubje4, at 
a period when they might be more 
ulefully employed, when a com- 
mercial treaty with France had juft 
been concluded, and there were 
other matters depending of imme- 
diate moment, which were futiicient 
to engrofs their attention. Was 
parliament milpending its time by 
enquiring into the op prefiions’ prac- 
tiled upon millions ot unfortunate 
perions in India, and endeavouring 
to bring to exemplar; y and condign 
punifhment the daring delinquent, 
who had been guilty of the mott 
flagrant acts of eno: mous tyranny 
and rapacious peculadon? Mr. 
Sheridan faid, that parliament had 
always fhown is peculiar deteita- 
tion of that novel and bate fophifm 
in the principles of judicial enquiry, 
that crimes might be compounded, 
that the guilt of Mr. Hallings was 
to be balanced by his fucceffes, and 
chat fortunate evenrs were a full 
and complete fet of againtt a fyflem 
of oppreilion, co: ‘ruption, breach 
of faith, peculation and treachery. 
The conduct of the houfe of com- 
mons in this refpect during the pre- 
ceding year had done them immor- 
tal honour , and proved to the world, 
that, however degenerate an exam- 
le fome of the Britilh fubjects had 


exhibited in India, the people of 


England collectively, fpzaking and 
acting by their repretentatives, felt, 
as men fhould feel on fuch an oc- 
cafion. They had affeited, that 
there were acts, that no political ne- 
cefity could warrant ; and that, a- 
midit flagrancies of fuch an inex- 
piable defcription, was the treat- 
ment of Cheit Sing. They had 
declared, that the man who brought 
the charges was no falfe accufer, 
that he was not moved by envy, 
malice or any unworthy matives to 
blacken a {potless name, but that 
he was owe indefatigable, the pere 
fevering, and at Iength the fucceff- 


ful champion of oppreffed mul. 
tudes againit their tyrannical 
preflor. They had proved ies: 
felves fuper or to the | pr i mn - 
PlUOUg 
preteniions that were advanced jg 
favour of this pillar 0 f India, this 
corer-flone of our ftrength in the 
alt, this talifman of the Britif 
territories in Afia, whofe charatler 
was faid to be above cenfure, ag 
whet conduct was not within th 
ach of fuipicion,. 
“Mr. Sheridan {tated the prefent 
charge re{pecting the begums of 
Oude, as replete with Criminality 
of the blackeft dic, with tyranny 
the moit vile and pre ‘meditated, 
with corruption the inoft open and 
fhamelefs, with oppreilion the mol 
fevere and ¢ vrinding, nd with er. 
elty the moit hard “ unparalleled, 
He profefled to God, that he fel 
in his own bofom the ftron gett per 
fonal couvitction on the prefent {ub 
ject. It was upon that conviction, 
that he believed the conduct of M,, 
Haftings in regard to the nabobd 
Oude, and to the be: UMS, Cole 
prehended in it every r ipecies of hue 
man offence. He had proved him 
felt guilty of rapacity at once vie 
lent and infatiable ; of treachery 
cool and premeditate d ot oppit- 
fion ufelefs and unprovoked; uf 
breach of faith unwarrantable and 
bafe ; of cruclty unmanly and Ue 
merciful. Thefe were the crimes, 
of which in his foul and his com 
fcience he arraigned Mr. Haitings, 
and of which he had the confidence 
to fay he fllould convict him, He 
was far from meaning to rel te 
charge upon aflertion, or upon the 
warm expreffions, which the im 
pulfe of wounded feelings might 
produce. He would cital sith evert 
pari of the charge by the moit use 
aniwerable proo + and the molt ur 
queilionable evidence. He e would 
fupport every fact by a teilimony 
which few would venture to Co 
tra? it, 
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nuls. radi, that of Mr. Haftings him- the year 1775 eflablifhed anopinion, 
| op. felf, As there were perfons ready that the women upon the death of 
them. to fand up his advocates, he chal- their hufbands were intitled by the 
(Yous lenged them to watch him; to Mahometan law only to the pro- 
ed iy watch if he advanced one inch of _ perty within the zenana or harem 
» thiy affertion, for which he had not fo- where they lived. The opinion was 
n the lid ground ; for he trufted nothing decifive : the refident ufed no 
ritidh to declamation, He defired credit threats; military compulfion was 
racer for no fact, which he did not prove, not fo much as menaced ; the dil- 
, and which he did not demonttrate be- puted property was given up by 
the yond the poflibility of refutation. the begums, and the tarther treae 
He fhould not defert the clear and = fure which was within the zenana 
lent invincible ground of truth through was confefledly their own, A treaty 
sof one particle of his allegations ; had even been figned by the nabob, 
ality while, in the defence of Mr. Hatt- and ratified by Mr. Briftow, in the 
anny ‘nos On the contrary, not one nature of a guarantee, by which it 
ated, tnelecircumftance was ftated, which was ttipulated, that, on their ay- 
| and had its foundation in truth. ing 300,0col, they fhould be treed 
mol It was there endeavoured to be from all farthér application. Was 
Cry. proved, that the treafures of the this tranfaction of a nature calcue 
eled, begums were not private property, lated to prove that the right to the 
> felt but that they belonged of might treafure of the beguims vetted in the 
‘per to the nabob. To eftablith this, nabob ? If the Mahometan law had . 
fub- various fteps were related, which even given fuch a right, was not 
thon, were taken by Mr. Briitow in the that right excluded by the treaty ? 
Ms. years 1°75 and 1776 to procure Mr. Sheridan {faid, that, even in 
ob of trom the begums affiftance to the the year 1775, the princefles of 
com nabob, not one of which fteps, as Oude had entertained a reliance 
hus ftated by Mr. Haitings, were true. upon the protection of the Britifh 
him. It mult be remembered, that atthat government; and to prove this, he 
View period the begums did not merely quoted a letter of that date from 
hery defire, but exprefsly itipulated, the begum, the mother of the na- 
Diels that, of the 300,0 ol. promifed, bob, to Mr. Haflings, in which fhe 
: of tic.oco |. thould be paidin foundry obferved, ‘ If it is your pleafure, 
and articles of manufacture. Was it that the mother of the late nabob, 
Une not obvious, that the fale of goods mytelf, his other women, and his 
mes, in this caf’, which hidbeen brought infant children, fhould be reduced 
Cols by Mr. Hattings as an apology tor toa flate of difhonour and dittrefs, 
ngs, the expofition of their pilfered we muit fubmit. But, if on the 
enct goods to public auction in 1781, contrary you call to mind the friend- 
He far trom partaking of the nature fhip of the late bleffed nabob, you 
the of an act of plunder, was an ex- will exert yourfelt effectually in fa- 
| the tenfion of relief, indulgence and vour of us who are helplefs,”’ 
im: accommodation ? Mr. Hattings al- Mr. Sheridan proceeded to exa- 
ight Jedged the principles of the Mahoe mine the alleyations, which had 
err metin law in mitigation of his fe- been employed as the immediate 
une veritics ; as if he meaned to infi- pretences for feizing the treafure of 
un huate that there was fomething in the begums. It was faid, that they 
wuld Mahomeranifm, which rendered it had given difturbance at all times 
ny impious in a fon not to plunder his to the government of the nabob; 
2 mother, The minutes ot council in that they had long mamifefted a fpi- 
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rit hofile to his and to the Englith 
gevernment ; that they had exe:ted 
the zemidars to revolt; and that 
they had excited and were acceflary 
ro the infurreétion at Benares. 
Each of thefe allegations was fuf- 
ficiently difproved by Mr. Hattings 
himfelt, who made it appear, that 
on the contrary they had particu- 
larly diftinguithed themfelves by 
their friendihip for the Englifh, and 
by the various good offices which 
they rendered to the government. 
Mr. Hattings left Calcutta in 1781, 
and proceeded to Lucknow, as he 
faid himicif, with two great objects 
in his mind, Benares and Oude. 
What was the nature of thefe boatied 
sefources? Theyrefembled the equit- 
able alternative of a highwayman, 
who, in coing forth in the evening, 
was held in fufpence, which of his 
refources to preter, Bagfhot or Houn- 
flow. In fuch a tlate of generous 
irrefolution did Mr. Hattings pro- 
ceed to Benares and Oude. At 
Benares he failed in his pecuniary 
object. Then and not till then,— 
mot on account of any ancient cn- 
mities, fhown by the begums, not 
in refentment for any old ditturb- 
ances, but becaufe he had failed in 
one place and had but two in prof- 
pect, —cki he conceive the bafe ex- 
pedient of plundering thefe aged 
women. He had nv pretence, he 
had no excufe; he had nothing, 
but the arrogant and obttinate de- 
termination to govern India, by 
his own corrupt will, to plead for 
his conduct. Inflamed by difap- 
pointment in his firit project, he 
hattened to the fortrefs of Chunar, 
to meditate the more atrocious de- 
fign of inftigating a fon acaintt his 
mother, of facrificing fen:ale dig- 
nity and difirefs to parricide and 
plunder. At Chunar was that in- 
famous treaty concerted, in which, 
among other articles, Mr. Haftines 
bad iipulased with onc, whom he 


BRITISH 


a “A BD 


called an independent prince, ‘that, 
as great dittreis had arifen to the 
nabob’s government from the mig, 
tary power and cominion aflumed 
by the jaghiredars, he be permitted 
to refume fuch of their lands, a 
he may deem to be neceflary,” 
No fooner was this toundatigg 
of iniquity eftablithed in Vi0lafiog 
of the pledged faith and folems 
guarantee ot the Britith gover. 
ment, no fooner had Mr. Hating; 
determined to invade the fubitance 
of jutlice, than he refolved to avail 
himielt of her judicial forms, and 
accordinfly difpatched a meffen 
for the chief juftice of India, 
affift him in perpetrating the viok. 
tions he had projected. Sir Elijah 
Impey being arrived, Mr. Haftings 
with much art propofed a quefiion 
of opinion, involving an unfub 
ftantiated faét, in order to obraina 
furreptitious approbation of the 
meafure he had predetermined to 
adopt. ‘* The begums being in 


actual rebellion, might not the na 


bob confifcate their property?” 
‘* Moft undoubtedly,” was the ready 
anfwer of the friendly judge. Not 
a fyllable of enquiry intervened a 
to the exiftence of the imputed re- 
bellion; not a moment’s paufe 
to the ill purpofes, to which the 
decifion of a chief juftice might 
be perverted. It was not the of- 
fice of a friend, to mix the grave 
caution and cold circumf{pection of 
a judge with an opinion taken in 
fuch circumftances ; and fir Elijah 
had previoufly declared that he gave 
his advice, not as a judge, but as4 
friend; a character, which he & 
uaily preferred in the itrange o- 
fice which he undertook, of collett 
ing juftifyiny affidavits on the fud 
ject of Benares. Mr. Sheridan 
faid, it was curious to refie&t on the 
whole of fir Elijah’s circuit at that 
perilous time. Sir Elijah had ftated 
his defre of relaxing frem-the 
Lig uct 
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tirues of office, and npbending iit 
offad ia a party oF health an Fire. 
{ures yet, witely “pprehen ing, 
that too fudden relaxation migit 
defeat us object, he had contrived 
19 mix fome concerns of bufinefs 
ith his amafements. In his litle 
airing of niac hundred miles, ~ 
part of which he travelled pot e ° 
corted by an army, he had {elected 
thofe very lituations, where infur- 
reétion fubfifted, and rebellion was 
threatened ; and had not only dcli- 
vered hisdeep ana c urlous refearé hes 
into the laws of nations and treaties, 
in the capacity of the Oriental Gro- 
tius, whom Mr. Haftings was to /lu- 
dy, but alfo appeared in the humbler 
and more practicul fituation of a col- 
lector of ex parte evidence. In the 
former quality, his opinion was the 
premature fan¢tion for the plunder- 
ing the begums ; in the latter cha- 
acter, he became the polthumous 
fupporter of the expulfion and pil- 
lage of the raja Cheit Sing. Act 
ingon an unimproved faét, on a po- 
fition as ideal as a datum of the duke 
of Richmond, he had not hefitated 
in the firft inftance to lend his au- 
thority to an unlimited perfecution. 
Inthe latter he did not difdain to 
fcud about India, like an itinerant 
informer, with a pedlar’s pack of 
garbled evidence and furreptitious 
uU 


r . ed 
affidavits. With a generous obli- 


vion of duty and honour, with a 
proud fenfe cf having authorifed 
all future rapacity, and fanctioned 
paft opprefhion, this triendly 

re proceeded on his circuit of 
health and cate. While the gover- 
nor-general iffuced his orders to 
plunder the berums of their trea- 


hire, ir Elijah purfued his pro- 
refs, and explored a country, that 


fouge 
‘se 


i r 

— i" 7 

preiented a {peak ing picture of hun- 
ger anc nakednefs, in quelt of ob- 
cots Det fuited to his feelings, in 


anzious fearch of calamities moft a- 
an to his invalid imagination. 
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Thus, at the fame moment that the 
fword of government was turned 
to an affaTin’s dagger, the pure er- 
mine of jultice was ftained and {oil- 
ed with the bafeit contamination, 
Such were the circumflances, under 
which Mr. Hallings completed the 
treaty of Chunar; a treaty, which 
might challenge all the treaties that 
ever exited, tor containing in the 
{malleft compafs the moit extenfive 
treachery. 

Mr. Haftiags did not confent to 
that treaty, ull he. had received 
from the nabob a prefent, or rather 
a bribe of 100,000 1. The circum. 
flancesof this prefent, Mr. Sheridan 
faid, were as extraorJinary as the 
preient itfelf. Four months after. 
wards, and not till then, Mr. Hatt- 
ings communicated it to the com- 
pny, atthe fame time obferving, 
thae ** the prefent was of a magni- 
tude not to be concealed.” Mr. 
Sher.dan averred, that the whole 
tranfaction had its rife ina principle 
of rank corruption. And what was 
the confideration for this extraordi- 
nary bribe? No lefs than the with- 
drawing from Oude, not only all 
the Englifhnen in official fituations, 
but the whole ot the Englith army, 
and that at the very moment, when 
he had himfelf ttated the whole 
country of Oude to bein open res 
bellion. Atthe very moment thae 
he pocketed the cxrorted {poils of 
the nabob, he faid to the Englith 
gentlemen with his ufual grave hy- 
pocrify and cant, ** Go, you op- 
preflive rafcals! Go from this wor- 
thy unhappy man, whom you have 
plundered, and leave him to my 
prote¢tion! You have robbed him, 
you have plundered him, you have 
taken advantage of his accumulated 
diftreffes. But, pleafe God, he 


fhall in future be at reft, for I have 
promifed him that he thall never 
fee the face of an Englifaman 


‘ ” 
a2? alibe 
A 


This however was the 
only 
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1 rt of the treaty, that he 
pore. A Pifedted to fulfil. In all its 
other articles we learned from him- 
felf, that, at the very moment that 
he made it, he meant to deceive 
the nabob. Accordingly he ad- 
vifed the general intlead of. the 

rtial refumption of the jaghires, 

r the exprefs purpofe of deteating 
the firft views of that prince; and, 
inftead of giving inftant and un- 

ualified effeét to all the articles of 
the treaty, he perpetually qualified, 
explained ad a varied them with 
new diminutions and refervations. 
Mr. Sheridan called upon his hear- 
ers to fay, if there were any theory 
in Machiavel, any treachery upon 
secord, any cold Italian fraud, 
which could in any degree be put 
in comparifon with the difgufting 
hypocrify and unequalled bafenefs, 
which Mr. Haflings had fhown up- 
on this occafion ? 

He recollected to have heard 
it advanced by fome of thofe 
admirers of Mr. Hatlings, who 
were not fo implicit as to give 
unqualified applaufe to his crimes, 
that they found an apology for the 
atrocity of them in the greatnefs of 
his mind. ‘To eftimate the folidity 
of fuch a defence, it was fuflicient 
merely to confider in what it was, 
that this prepoffeffing diflinétion, 
this captivating characteriftic con- 
fifted. Was it not folely to be 
traced in great actions directed to 
great ends? In them only were we 
to fearch for true magnanimity ; to 
them only could we affix the iplen- 
dour and the honours of true great- 
nefs. There was indeed another 
{pecies of greatnefs, which difplay- 
ed itfelf in boldly conceiving a bad 
meafure, and uncayntedly purfuing 
it to its accomplifhment. Had Mr. 
Haftings the merit of exhibiting 
either of thefe ? Mr. Sheridan faw 
wothing great, nothing magnanim- 
ous, nothing open, nothing direét 
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in his meafures or his mind, 
On the contrary he purfued the 
worft objects by the wort means, 
His courfe was an eternal deviation 
from rectitude, At one time be 
tyrannized over the will, and atan. 
other time deluded the underfland. 
ing. He was by turns a Dionyfins 
and a Scapin. As well might the 
writhing obliquity of the fer 
be compared to the direét path of 
the arrow, as the duplicity of Mr, 
Hattings’s ambition to the fimple 
fteadinefs of genuine magnanimity, 
In his mind all was fhuffling, am. 
biguous, dark, intidious and little, 
Nothing fimple, nothing unmixed; 
all affected plainnefs and agua 
diffimulation, He was an hetero 
geneous mafs of contradictory qua. 
lities, with nothing great but his 
crimes, and thofe contrafted by the 
littlenefs of his motives ; which at 
once denoted his profligacy and his 
meannefs, and marked him fora 
traitor and a juggler. In his flyle 
of writingMr.Sheridan perceived the 
fame mixture of vicious contraricties, 
The moft groveling ideas he con 
veyed in the moft inflated language, 
giving mock confequence to low 
cavils, and uttering quibbles in 
heroics; fo that his compoiitions 
difgufted the tafte of the underftand- 
ing, as much as his actions excited 
the abhorrence of the foul. Mr. 
Sheridan traced the fame character 
through almoft every department 
of his government. Alike in the 
military and the political line, we 
might obferve auctioneering ambat 
fadors and trading generals. We 
faw a revolution brought about by 
an affidavit; an army employed ia 
executing an arreft; a town be 
fieged on a note of hand; ands 
prince dethroned for the balance of 
an account. Thus it was, thata 
government was exhibited, ult 
ing the mock majeity of a bloody 
fceptre, and the little traffic of 4 
mere 
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hant’s counting-houfe ; wield- 
we truncheon with one hand, and 
picking @ pocket with the other. 


From the facts he had flated, Mr. 


Sheridan inferred, that the begums 
had not given diiturbance to the 
overnment, that they had not ex- 
cited the zemidars to revolt, and 
that they were not concerned in the 
infurrection of Benares. Their 
treafures were their treafon ; and 
Afoph ul Dowla had thought like 
an unwile prince, when he blamed 
his father for leaving him fo little 
wealth. His father had acted with 
true policy, in leaving his fon with 
no temptations about him, to excite 
a‘ts of violence from the rapacious. 
He cloathed him with poverty as 
with a fhield, and armed him with 
neceflity as with a fword, 

Mr. Sheridan proceeded to exa- 
mine a farther apology which Mr. 
Hatlings had fuggetted for his con- 
duct. “ The begums had refitted 
the refumption of the jaghires.” 
If they had done fo, they would 
have been guilty of no crime ; but 
the contrary to this,was the fact. 
Could any thing in the mean time 
be more abfurd than the very idea 
vf fuch an apology ? Mr. Hattings, 
when he was returned to Calcutta, 
ftated the refiftance of the begums 
tothe refumprion in January 1782, 
as the ground for confifcating their 
treafures in November 1781, The 
begums were, by their condition, 
their age and their infirmities, al- 
moft the only two fouls in India, 
who could not have a thought of 
ditrefling that government, from 
which alone they could hope for 
protection ; and who could not en- 
tertain a defign fo abfurd, as to 
cepofe the reigning prince, who 
was their neareft relation. Perhaps 
indeed it would be oujected to him 
as improper, to infer, becaufe there 
Was no motive for the offences im- 
puted to thefe women, that of ne- 
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ceflary confequence thefe imputa- 
tions were faife. ‘The conduct of 
Mr. Hattings fufficiently evinced, 
that there was fuch a crime, as wan- 
ton, unprovoked wickednefs. But, 
as to the immediate cafe, it would 
appear from the moft incontrovert- 
ible ceflimony, that infurrections, 
fuch as thofe which had been cited, 
had conflantly taken place in Oude, 
and that reafons but tvo natural 
might be affigned for them at the 
period in queftion. To afcribe 
them to the begums was wandering 
even beyond the improbabilities of 
fiction. It would not be more ab- 
furd to affirm, that famine would 
not have pinched, nor thirft have 
parched, nor extermination have 
depopulated, but for the interference 
of thefe old women. But Mr. 
Haftings added, “‘ that they com- 
plained of the injuftice that was 
done them.”” God of heaven, had 
they nota righttocomplain? After 
the violation of a folemn treaty, 
plundered of their property, and 
on the eve of the lait extremity of 
mifery, were they to be deprived 
of the ultimate relource of impotent 
wretchednefs, lamentation and re- 
gret? Was it a crime, that they 
fhould croud togcther, in fluttering 
trepidation, like a flock of refifile(s 
birds on feeing the felon kite, who, 
having darted at one devoted bird 
and miffed his aim, fingled out a 
new object, and was f{pringing on 
his prey, with redoubled vigour in 
his wing, and keener vengeance in 
his eye ? 

Mr. Sheridan now entered into a 
difcuffion of the affidavits, by which 
the rebellion of the begums was 
endeavoured to be authenticated, 
In mentioning that of Mr. Middle- 
ton he exclaimed, The God of juf- 
tice forbid, that any man in this 
houfe fhould make up his mind to 
accufe Mr. Hattings, upon the 
ground which Mr, Middleton took 

for 
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for condemning 
that a verdict of guilty for the moft 
trivial mifdemeanours fhould be 
found againft the pooreft wretch 


that ever had exiftence, upon im- 
ow fo futile and abfurd! 
re 


jor Williams, among the flrange 
ports that filled thefe affidavits, 
flated, that he heard, that fiity 
Britifli troops, watching two hun- 
dred prifoners, had been furrounded 
fix thoufand of the enemy, and 
relieved by the approach of nine 
mien. But the attention of the 
houfe was {till more ftrongly claim- 
ed by the affidavit of captain Gor- 
don, who had difplayed the grate- 
fulnefs of his fpirit and temper in 
the moft extraordinary manner, 
Captain Gordon was jutt before, 
not merely ‘releafed from danger, 
burt preferved from imminent death, 
by tne very perfon, whofe accufer 
he had thought fit to become. And 
yet, incredible as it might appear, 
at the expiration of two little days 
from his deliverance, he had depofed 
againtt the diftreffed and unfortu- 
nate woman, to whom he owed 
his exittence; and upon hearfay 
evidence accufed her of crimes and 
rebellion. Mr. Sheridan defired 
here to pavfe for a moment, and 
particularly to addrefs himfelf to 
one defeription of perfons, thofe of 
the learned profeifion, within thofe 
walls. Of fir Lloyd Kenyon, the 
expected fucceffor of lord Mansfield, 
the brightett luminary that ever 
dignified the profeflion, he would 
afk, calmly to refleé&t on thefe ex- 
traordinary depofitions, and fo- 
lemnly to declare, whether the 
mals of affidavits taken at Luck- 
now would be admitted by him as 
evidence, to convict the lowett ob- 
ject in this country. If he faid ie 
would, he declared to God he would 
fit down, and not add a fyllable 
more to the too long trefpaly which 
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he had made upon the pati 
the houfe. ' ae 
Mr. Sheridan alluded to Mt. 
Hattings’s having once re 
that a mind touched with fy 
tion, might have contemplated the 
fate of the Rohillas with pecutigr 
impreffions. If the mind of My, 
Hailings were fufceptible of the 
images of fuperitition, if his 
could futfer any difturbance, 
might indeed teel extraordj 
emotions,in contemplatingthe f 
Mr. Sheridan had a codemialt 
ing to defcribe. He might image 
the proud fpirit of Suja ul Dowla, 
looking down upon the ruin ang 
devattation of hi-+ family ; behold. 
ing that palace, which Mr. Hat. 
ings had firft wrefted trom his hand 
and afterwards reftored, plundered 
by the very army with which he had 
vanquifhed the Marattas ; that plun. 
der, which he had ravithed from 
the Rohillas, feized and contifcated 
by his pertidious ally ; that Mid 
dleton, who had been engaged in 
managing the previous violations, 
molt buty to perpetrate the lat; 
that Hatlings, whom on his death 
bed he had left the guardian of his 
wife, his mother, and his family, 
turning thofe dear relations, the 
objecis of his folemn truft, forth 
to the mercileis feafons, and toa 
more mercilefs foldiery. <A mind, 
touched with fuperitition, inuft in 
deed have cherifhed fuch a con 
templation with peculiar imprel 
fions. That Mr. Hatlings was re 
gularly acquainted with all the 
enormities committed on the be- 
gums, was proved by the clearel 
evidence, It was true, that /Mr 
Middleton was rebuked for not be 
ing more exact; but the exactnels 
required of him afforded no apo- 
logy for Mr. Hattings’s feelings 
He did not give an account of the 
number of groans which were et 
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e quantity of tears which 
fetters, or the depth of the dun- 
ons. Mr. Sheridan obferved, 
that the governor-general had 
fhrunk from the enquiry ordered 
by the court of directors, under a 
new and pompous doctrine, * that 
the majelty of jullice was to be ap- 
roached with fupplication, and 
was not to degrade itfelf by hunt- 
ing for crimes.”” He had forgot- 
ten, it feemed, the infamous em- 
ployment, to which he had appoint- 
ed an Englith chief juitice, to hunt 
for criminal charges again{t inno- 
cent, defencelefs women. But Mr. 
Sheridan trufted, that the houte 
would vindicate the infulred cha- 
racter of juftice ; that they would 
exhibit its true quality, eflence and 
purpofes ; that they would demon- 
tirate it to be, in the cafe of Mr. 
Haftings, active, inquifitive and 
avenging. 

Mr. Sheridan remarked, that he 
had heard of factions and parties 
in that houfe, and knew that they 
exifted, There was fcarcely a fu!)- 
je@, upon which they were not 
broken and divided into fects, The 
prerogatives of the crown found 
their advocates among the reprefen- 
tatives of the people. The privi- 
leges of the people found opponents 
in the houfe of commons itfelf. 
Habits, connections, partics, all 
led to a diverfity of opinion. But, 
when inhumanity prefented irfelf 
to their obfervation, it found no 
divifion among them. They at- 
tacked it as their common enemy, 
and conceiving, that the character 
ot the country was involved in their 
zeal for its ruin, they quitted not 
their undertaking, till it was com- 
pletely overthrown, It was not 


given to that houfe, to behold the 

objects of their compaffion and be- 

nevolence in the prefent extenfive 

Saquiry, a8 it was to the officers, 
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who relieved them, and who fo 
feelingly defcribed the extatic emo- 
tiens of gratitude in the infant of 
deliverance. ‘They could not be- 
hold the workings of their hearts, 
the quivering lips, the trickling 
tears, the loud, yet tremulous joys 
ot the millions, whom their voré 
of that night would for ever fave 
from the cruelty of corrupted 
power. But, though they could 
not directly fee the effect, was not 
the true enjoyment of their bene- 
volence increafed, by its being con- 
ferred unfeen? Would not the 
omnipotence of Britain be demone 
{trated to the wonder of nations, 
by flretching its mighty arm acrofs 
the deep, and faving by its fiat di- 
fant millions from deilruétion ? 
And would the bletlings of the peo- 
ple thus faved dillipate in empty 
arf’ No. If he might dare to ule 
the figure, they would conftitute 
heaven itfelf their proxy, to re- 
ceive for them the bleflings of their 
pious thankigiving, and the pray- 
ers their gratitude would dictate. 
Mr. Sheridan was immediately 
followed by Mr. Burges, a young 
member, who had taken his feat in 
the preceding week, and who now 
undertook to prove the propriety 
of every pait ot Mr. Haftings’s con- 
duct in the prefent tranfaction. To 
the perion of the late governor-ge- 
neral he protefied himielf an abfo- 
lute ftranger: but he was not ig- 
norant of his charaéter, nor un- 
acquainted with his fervices. After 
having for a confiderable time in 
vain endeavoured to draw to him- 
felf the attention of the houfe, he 
concluded with faying, that he 
perceived their prefent temper, and 
that he was not infenfible of the 
manner, in which they had received 
the ftirft addrefs of a young mem- 
ber, flanding there as an advocate 
for an accufed and injured fellow- 
fubject. He left the reflections 
upon 
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upon it to themfelves, and he wifhed 
the world to take notice, that a 
Britifi houfe of commons, fitting 
in judgment on the character and 
fortune of fuch a man as Mr. Haf- 
tings,had refufed tohear his defence. 
Sir William Dolben immediately 
moved an adjournment of the de- 
bate, confeffing, that, in the fate 
of mind in which Mr. Sheridan’s 
fpeech had left him, it was impof- 
fible for him to give a determinate 
epinion. Mr. Stanhope feconded 
the motion. When he had entered 
the houic, he was not afhamed to 
acknowledge, that his opinion in- 
clined to the tide of Mr, Haftings. 
But fuch had been the wondertul 
efficacy of Mr. Sheridan’s convinc- 
ing detail of facts, and irrefittible 
eloquence, that he could not but 
fay, that his fentiments were ma- 
terially changed. Nothing indeed, 
but information, almoft equal to a 
miracle, could determine him not 
to vote for the charge; but he had 
jut felt the influence of fuch a mi- 
racle, and he could not but ardently 
delire to avoid an immediate deci- 
fion. Mr MatthewMontagu confefl- 
ed, that he had felt a fimilar revolu- 
tion of fentiment. Mr. Fox, with 
his ufual quicknefs to obferve the 
very appearance of a finitler detign, 
warmly oppofed the adjournment. 
He confeffed the wonderful ability, 
that Mr. Sheridan had difplaved, 
and obferved, that all he had heard 
and read of eloquence before va- 
nifhed in the comparifon, like a va- 
pour before the fun. While it did 
the greateit honour to the judgement 
of Mr, Sheridan, it paid him a 
much greater compliment, in fhow- 
ing that he had a heart, a heart 


earneft in vindicating the rights of 


the oppreiled, and whofe whole 
fenfibility was engrotled by their 
milcries. He had left the mind 
exhautied of every refource to op- 
pote or coaiute; and, if members 
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really felt themfelves unable te 
contradict the fmalleft article that 
he had ftated, why were they afraid 
of yielding inftant obedience to the 
dictates of conviction ? Of all quef- 
tions, which came before them for 
difcuflion, India queftions werethofe, 
which required the moit prompt 
decifion. It was dangerous to tratt 
them to the opportunities of folici- 
tation, and to the perils of out-door 
negociation. Major Scott declared 
himfelf ready to enter into an in- 
ftant refutation of Mr. Sheridan’s 
fpeech ; and the quettion for an 
adjournment was farther oppofed by 
Mr. Michael Angelo Taylor, and 
fupported by Mr. Martin, Mr. Wil- 
berforce and Mr. Pitt. It was car- 
ried without a divifion. 

On the next day major Scott ob- 
ferved, that all the diftreffes of the 
nabob of Oude had originated in the 
treaty, which was concluded upon 
the death of Suja ul Dowla ar the 
motion of meflieurs Clavering, Mon- 
fon and Francis in expre{s oppo- 
fition to the fentiments of Mr. Hatt- 
ings. He noticed a circumflance 
in colonel Hannay’s affidavit, which 
appeared to him to fall little thort 
ot demonttration. It was theie 
faid, that a thoufard horfe and foot, 
of the troops called nudjubs, had 
marched from Fyzabad to Cheit 
Sing; and the affidavit of the fe- 
cond officer in Cheit Sing’s army 
ftated, that a thoufand nudjubs had 
arrived from Oude. Mayor Scott 
declared upon his honour, that he 
had never yet met with an officer, 
who did not confirm the truth of 
the affidavits. Even the ordinary 


-ineflengers of the province had 


bgought intelligence, thot, during 
the rebellion of Cheit Sing, the 
road trom Fyzabad to Benares was 
filled with troops raifed by the be- 
gums’ eunuchs, There was one 
material inftance of contradiction 
upon the face of Mr, Lattin: "3 
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acfence, which major Scott thought 
himielf obliged to elear up. Mr. 
Hattings had had only five days to 
prepare that detence, and it was 
fcarcely to be expected, that he 
had nog had fome afi:ftance. In- 
deed he had neither written, 
nor fo muchas read the reply to 
this charge. It was written by 
major Scott, very curforily read by 
him to Mr. Hatings, and the in. 
accuracy in quettion efcaped them 
both. This was the ttatement, 
that the reafon fur feizing the be- 
cum’s treafures had been their re+ 
filiance to the refumption of the 
jaghires. Mr: Hattings had never 
acted upon that motive. It» had 
been merely the pretence of ‘the 
nabob, and had always and uni- 
firmly been difavowed by the gos 
vernor general. However gentle. 
mén in thefe days of tranquility 
miyht think, warmed and ammated 
as they had been by the eloquence 
ot Mr Sheridan, the time of cool 
reflection would come, and they 
would then be convinced that Indiw 
was faved by the feafonable appli- 
cation of: thete treafures. Major 
Scott feclingly lamented the unfa- 
vourable influence of the prefent 
enquiry upon our furure tranfac- 
tions in India. Probably it might 
never happen to him to be upon 
fervice, or in a command of any 
confequence ; but, he protefted, he 
fhould go out with fome degree of 


uneafinets, after the doctrines that: 


had been advanced. He had ever 
underitood that circumtiances might 
avife, which would render it meri- 
torious even’to plunder a mofque 
or a zenana, Major Scott con- 
cluded, that, if the houfe fhould 
think proper to vote the impeach- 
ment, he hoped they would, in 
confittency and juftice, repay the 
money to the begum, which, with 
the intereft upon it, would amouat 
to a million fierling. 
1787. 





-HISTOR Y. 161 


Mr. Pitt remarked, that, from 
the carlieft period of the prefent 
enquiry, he had confidered the 
matter in a light, ferious beyond 
defcription, deeply involving both 
the honour and character of the 
houfe, and the reputation and in- 
tegrity of the party accufed. The 
prefent charge had been brought 
forward in a manner fo unprece- 
dented, as far as eloquence and a- 
bilities were concerned, that he fele 
himfelf peculiarly happy at the 
paufe that the houfe had made, and 
the ‘opportunity, which had beea 
atlorded aim, ot examining with the 
moit fcrupulous invettigation the 
arguments that had been advanced. 
The refult of this.examination was 
a concurrence with ithe quettion ; 
though he wifhed not to be under 
fiood, as acceding to +he whole of 
the grounds of aceufition contains 
ed in the charge, or of the. in- 
tergnees that had been drawn from 
them. Omitring therefore any une 
peceflary articles, he would come 
firtt to the great tact of che refump- 
tion of the jaghives. There were 
fituations in his opinion, ia which 
fuch a meafwre might be juftified. 
In a country |withcasfree cou ttitue 
tion like Greasy, Britain, they. all 
knew that grants’of the crown, and 
even the private freehold of an in- 
dividual could. ijn cettaim caies be 
taken away ; aud furely principles 
af juftice, thit would apply here,’ 
might. without violence be: intro- 
duced in a country, the couftitu- 
tion of which was ina great mea- 
fure arbitrary. But the ticuation 
of the Katt India company, as gua- 
rantees of the treaty entered into 
by Mr, Brittow, placed us in a de- 
licate fituation, and.at any rate 
feemed to require, that, if we did 
nor refit a relumpion on the part 
of the nabob, we at leat ought avt 
to have prompted it, The other 

yeat point in the prefent charge, 
ait 
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the feizing upon the treafures of 
the begums, appeared to Mrs Pitt, 
to be much the moft weighty part 
of the accufation. There were 
two views, in either of which it 
was poifible to make out a defence 
for Mr. Haflings, provided it were 
in his power to eftablith the grounds 
of juttification ; the firft, if 1 could 
be proved that he feized them as a 
fine or forfeiture, with a view to 
penal profecution, and as an ex. 
ample of juflice; the other the 
ground of ftate neceffity. With 
regard to the fir(t, had they been 
feized with a view to punifhment, 
the feizure muft have been pre- 
ecded by a procefs, and have gone 
through fome forms, becaufe a ju- 
dicial proceeding had its indifpen- 
fible forms in all countries, how- 
ever different might be thofe of 
one country from thofe of another. 
The plea of ftate neceflity, as it 
was of infinitely greater latitude, fo 
it required to be more clearly af- 
eertained and citablifhed. The 
fize of the emergency mutt be prov- 
ed, or at leait it muft be fhown, 
that Mr. Hattings either faw, or 
thought he faw a ftorm of no com- 
mon magnitude gathering round 
him. Mr. Pitt concluded, that, in 
the prefent cafe, there was nor the 
fmalleft trace of either of thefe de- 
fences to be difcovered. 

With regard to the report of the 
begum’s having been in rebellion, 
the letter of Mr. Middleton of the 
month of Oétober 1781, upon the 
tace of it appeared to be highly in 
favour of Mr. Haftings. ‘This let- 
ter had been written juft after the 
interview of Mr. Middleton with 
the governor general at Chunar. 
No farther notice was taken of this 
circumftance for fome weeks, and: 
then an order was fent to Mr. Mid- 
dicton, to inftitute an enquiry ; but 
it was to be obferved, that the or-' 
der forfeizing tec trtafur:s wa: feng | 
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at the fametime. Mr. Pitt procéeds 
ed to comment upon the a davits, 
by which the rebellion was atrempt- 
ed to be proved. The prefervation 
of captain Gordon at the exprefs in. 
itance of the begum, appeared tohim 
an incontrovertible proof of the 
attachment of that princefs to our 
intereits. Mr. Pitt acknowleged, 
that he had been inclined to believe, 
that the citcumitance took its rife 
in aigeéted lenity; that the news 
had reached the begums of the 
fucceistul afpeét of our affairs ; and 
that they in confequence were an- 
xious, to wear away the remem- 
brance of their treacherous inten- 
tions as foon as poilible, and upon 
that account feized with avidity 
upon the occafion of affording pro- 
tection to captain Gordon. This 
preconception he was now fully 
fatisfied had been ill founded. He 
now knew, that the begums, fo far 
trom at that time thinking that our 
affairs wore a profperous appear- 
ance, were not uldeceived, as to 
the rumour of Mr. Haftings’s de- 
feat and captivity at Benares, 
Another circumitance feemed @ 
great aggravation of the fact of 
feizing the treafures of the begums ; 
and that was the making the nabob 
the initrument; a fon the inftru- 
ment of robbing his mother! The 
crime of Mr. Haftings was alfo 
aggravated in his opinion, by his 
ftitling the order of the court of di- 
rectors, which expretly ordered a 
revilion of the proceedings of Fy+ 
zabad. With regard to the man- 
ner of feizing the perfous and trea 
fure of the begums, and the crucl- 
ties practifed on their minifters, of 
thofe charges he completcly ac- 
quitted Mr. Haftings, fince there 
was no ¢videtice to prove, that he 
eather took an active part in enfore- 
ing them, or was even acquainted 
with them. © He took notice of the 
evident contradictions between - 
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different defences of Mr, Haflings 
and his letters written during the 
tranfaétions, and declared, that he 
had endeavoured to fuffer thefe cir- 
cumftances to imprefs his mind as 
little as poffible, becaufe, though 
fome of the means of defence re- 
forted to were indeed very unwor- 
thy of a great man upon fuch an 
occafion, it was no crime ina party 
accufed to make a contradictory 
or aweak defence. Mr. Pitt agreed 
with Mr. Sheridan in many parts 
of his argument, and acknowleged, 
that he had given him a new view 
of fome of the tranfactions; but 
there was ont thing that marked 
his fpeech, that he thought rather 
wrong, and which, if he had not 
perceived that it rofe from real 
teeling, he fhould have endeavour- 
ed to check at the moment: he 
meant the too great warmth and 
perfonal feverity, with which he 
{poke of the party, principally inte- 
refiedin the proceedings. Mr. Pitt 
added, that, if a great man intrufted 
with the government of a country 
at fome critical period could not 
willingly confent to hazard his 
character, his honour and his life 
for the fervice of thofe, whofe wel- 
fare it was his duty to fecure, he 
was unfit for his flation, and igno- 
rant of its firfi and greateit obliga- 
tion. Such a man knew not what 
public duty was, and was a ftran- 
ger to the feelings of public vir- 
tue. Had Mr. Hattings been able 
to prove, that he had acted on fuch 
principles, however Mr, Pitt might 
have regreited his errors, and la- 
mented theircontequences, he would 
not have withheld trom him his ap- 
plaufe, his fupport and his remu- 
neration. 

Mr. Sheridan paid his tribute of 
applaufe to Mr. Pitt, who had 
fhown, that whatever differences 
or altercations might arife upon 
political occalions, yet, when a 
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great national quefion occurred, 
he was ready in an open and man- 
ly way to come forward, as a mi- 
nifter, who felt for the hovour and 
character of parliament and the 
country. With regard to the im- 
putation of undue warmth, he nei- 
ther felt, nor profefled to feel any 
malignity againtt Mr. Haiting:. 
Thote, who knéw him moft inti- 
mately, he believed he might fay 
without vanity, knew, that be had 
no malignity in his compolition, 
and that he was not capable of 
feeling fo unworthy a puaffion a- 
gaint any man. Myr. Sheridan 
added, thar, after the vore of that 
day, Mr. Hattings and the houfe 
would be at iflue. The butinefs 
muft then be removed to the proper 
tribunal. But in the intenm he 
begged the members to recollett, 
that their votes upon the dittinct 
charges did not conflitute Mr. 
Haftings a crimipal ; aed that they 
were acting, not as judges, but as 
profecutors, The judgment feat 
was placed elfewhere; and, if Mr. 
Hattings thould be acquitted, un- 
worthy indeed fliould he hold that 
man, who either within or beyond 
the walls of parliament soailened 
Mr. Hattings as other than inno- 
cent. The charge was farther. in- 
forced by Mr Roufe, Mr, Fox and 
Mr. Francis, and repelled by Mr. 
Samuel Smith, Mr Le Meturier, 
Mr. Dempifier, Mr. Nichols and 
Mr. Vanfittart. Upon a divifion 
the numbers appeared, ayes 175, 
noes 68. 
On the nineteenth of February 
Mr. Burke called the attention of 
the houfe to a matter of contider- 
able importance, though he was not 
prepared to conclude what he had 
to fay with any formal norice or 
motion. The idea was fuggefted 
by the circumftance of one of the 
entlemen from India [fir Elijeh 
mpey } a a con- 
2 hder- 
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fiderable fum, reported to be 
g0,000 |. out of the public funds. 
Mr. Burke faid, that the proceed- 
ings upon the impeachment were 
now arrived to that fort of length, 
which feemed to make it necefiary 
that fome fleps fhould be taken, in 
order to ued the perfon and pro- 

erty of Mr. Haftings amenable to 
yuttice. At prefent, though a moft 
refpettable majority had folemnly 
decided, that there was matter of 
impeachment in two of the princi- 
- articles, he was at his full li- 

erty, participating freely in all 
the enjoyments and pleafures of fo- 
cial life. Mr. Burke acknowleged, 
that he had not formed an ultimate 
idea refpeéting what would be the 
moft advifeable proceeding for the 
houfe to adopt. What he had in 
contemplation was to move an im- 
peachment on fome furure day, 
and, if it were agreed to, then to 
lodge a notice in the houfe of 
lords, fignifying the determination, 
which that houfe had adopted. 
Proper tteps might then be taken 
to prevent the party to be impeach- 
ed from quitting the kingdom, dif- 
pofing of his property, alienating 
fums of money, or taking any o- 
ther method to evade the purpofes 
of juftice. Major Scott rofe to ob- 
ferve to the houfe, that the perfon 
alluded to as having fold out of 
the public funds was not Mr. Haft- 
ings ; and he added, that the whole 
of his fortune taken together did 
not exceed 50,0001; and he was 
confident that he was well acquaint- 
ed with its amount. 

The next day another queftion 
was {tated by Mr. Dundas, refpect- 
ing the two fituations of fir Elijah 
Impey, as a witnefs in the affair 
of Mr. Haftings, and as a perfon 
likely to be impeached upon the 
imputation of crimes, in which he 
had been involved jointly with the 
late governor general. Colonel 
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Phipps took up this matter in a 
high ityle, and ceclored, that, in 
his opinion, it was neceflary, that 
the evidence of fir Elijah ‘Impey 
fhould be difpenfed with in the 
farther profecution of the prefent 
impeachment ; adding, that, fo far 
as related to himfelf, if fir Elijah 
were examined, he would not flay 
in the houfe, and would take care 
not to look into the papers, in 
which his evidence was contained. 
The doctrine delivered by colonel 
Phipps was ftrongly controverted 
by Mr. Burke and Mr. Pitt; by 
the latter of whom it was obferved, 
that, if fuch evidence were not fuf- 
tered to be taken, it would defpoil 
jutlice of her mott valuable prero- 
gatives; and that he fhould be a- 
fhamed of a minifter who counten- 
anced fo difgraceful a fubterfuge. 
It was at length agreed, that fir Eli- 
jah Impey fhould be informed, 
** that acriminal profecution might 
be commenced aginaft him for ex- 
tra Official and other conduét dur. 
ing his refidence in India, and that 
the circumitances, on which he 
was to be examined, might be con- 
nected with the charges to be ex- 
hibited againft him.” To this ins 
formation dir Elijah replied: “I 
thank you fir. But, being con- 
{cious of no guilt, and having no 
part of my conJuét which I with 
to conceal, I have no objection to 
give the houfe the fulleft informa- 
tion in my power.” 

On the tecond of March Mr. 
Thomas Pelham opened the charge 
in relation to Muzufter Jung, the 
nabob of Farruckubad. This 
prince, Mr: Pelham obferved, had 
made frequent complaints to the 
governor general and council, from 
the year 1776 to the year 1780, 
complaining of the vexations prac- 
tifed againit him by the fervants of 
the nabob of Oude, under whom 
he held his dominions, and to whom 

he 


























FOREIGN 


he paid an annual tribute. At the 
lait of thefe periods Mr. Hatlings 
obtained of the board, to fend an 
Englith refident, to protect Muzut- 
fer Jung trom the cruelties of che 
emillaries of the nabob. In the 
year 1781, Mr. Hattings had ftipu- 
lated wih the nabob of Oude, by 
one of the articles of the treaty of 
Chunar, that he would withdraw 
the Engl.th refident from Farruck- 
abad; at the fame time recom- 
mending to the nabob to do the 
fame by his emiffaies ; a recom- 
mendation, to which he well knew 
and confidently expected, that the 
nabob would yield no compliance. 
In confideration of this and other 
difhonourable articles of the treaty 
of Chunar, Mr. Hatlings had re- 
ceived a private and corrupt pre- 
fent from the nabob ot 100,coo |. 
His fubfequent conduct in 1753 
was ftamped with fiill greater bafe- 
nefs and grofler duplicity. To 
pacify Muzufter Jung he had a fe- 
cond time obtained from the board 
their approbation to the appoint- 
ment of a new refident; and this 
mock refident, this impotent fub- 
ititute, who was fent out to infult 
over the diftrefles of Farruckabad, 
had fecret orders from Mr. Hatt- 
ings, not to interfere in any man- 
ner in the concerns of the country ; 
and he was at the fame time made 
fubject to be recalled at the plea- 
fure of the nabob of Oude, 

Mr. Dundas obferved, that, with 
refpect to the feeming breach of 
the treaty of Chunar, he by no 
means faw it in fo criminal a light 
as it had been ftated by Mr, Pel- 
ham. Perhaps he was the more 
inclined to excyfe this circum. 
ftance, becaufe he never liked the 
treaty, and had always regretted its 
having been made. But the nabob 
of Oude himfeif had rendered the 
appareat violation indifpenfible, by 
transferring his claim of tribute to 
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the government of Bengal. It was 
not impoffible, but thatthere might 
have been fome defirable object in 
view in the making of the treaty, 
and fo it might have been juititi- 
able to have made it, notwithitand- 
ing the evident neceflity there would 
be tor breaking it. But what this 
detirable object was, and how it 
happened only to be attainable by 
fuch indirect, circuitous and ex- 
ceptionable means, he expected to 
have fully explained, before he 
could bring himfelf to look upon 
the tranfaction as innocent or ex- 
culable. He fthould alfo expe& to 
hear of fome actual necetlicy for the 
recal of the firtt refident from Far- 
ruckabad, fince Mr. Hattings well 
knew, from the character of Mu- 
zuffer Jung, that he would thus be 
reduced to the alternative, either 
to fubmit to the oppretfions of the 
nabob of Oude. or to be pillaged 
by his own fubjects and fervants. 
But Mr. Dundas bad never yet 
heard any explanation attempted 
upon thefe fubjects, and therefore 
he little expected to have his prefent 
difficulties removed, 

Lord Hood rofe in defence of Mr, 
Hatlings. He declared, that he had 
never had any fort of intercourfe 
or connexion with him, and that he 
did not believe he fhould recolleé 
his perfon, were he accidentally to 
meet him. But he confetled, that 
he refpected and admired his cha- 
racter, for having fo invariably 
made every perfonal confideration 
give way to his regard tor the ine 
terefts and welfare of his country. 
‘Lo the bett of his judgment he had 
very maturely weighed Mr. Hatt. 
ings’s fuppoted errors and deline 
quencies, and, having fairly bae 
lanced them againft his eminent fer- 
vices and real merit, he could not 
hetitate for a moment how to give 
his vore. If the reprefentatives af 
the nation in parliament would not 
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confent ta adopt that mode of judg- 
ing men in high truit and command 
in foreizn fervice in a period of war, 
their fi:uations mutt indeed be un- 
fortunate and miferable. He would 
be bold to fay, that there never 
was a man in command abroad, that 
had not found it his duty to do as 
an officer, for the good ot the pub- 
lic fervice committed to him, what 
he could not perfectly reconcile to 
his feelings as a man a¢ting in a 
privete capacity, or to the fevere 
and inflexible rules of equity and 
juttice. Mr. Pitt replied to lord 
Hood. He fhould have contented 
himfelf to have given a filent vote 
upon the queftion, if the high re- 
fpeét which he entertained, in com- 
mon with the houfe and the nation, 
for the charafer of that nobleman, 
and which he mutt ever feel for fo 
diftinguifhed and gallant an officer, 
had not rendered him more than 
commonly anxious, to counteract 
the fingular weight of his author- 
ity, in a cafe, where in his opinion 
its operation would be injurious, 
Lord Hood had argued in general 
in favour of thofe, who, being in- 
trufted with the great interefts of 
their country, were fometimes from 
the difficulty of their fituation re- 
duced to the neceffity, either of fa- 
crificing thofe intcrefis, or of vio- 
lating the direét rules of private 
juftice. Mr. Pitt admitted the pio- 
priety of this ftatement, and that, 
when a complaint was mace againtt 
a fervant of the public, the grounds 
of that complaint ought to be weigh- 
ed with the fituation in which he 
ftood. If he fuffered the neceffities 
of the fervice to carry him no far- 
ther than was abfolutely neceffary, 
and endeavoured, though it could 
not be done in its full extent, to 
reconcile his duty to his country 
with what he owed to individuals, 
he had then the double merit of dif- 
cretion, as well as zeal. But, par- 


ticularly in the inftance which was 
now under the confiderarion of the 
houfe, there was no ground of tate 
necelhty attempted to be fhown, and 
therefore no pretence tor thofe, 
who faw a criminal tendency in the 
tranfaction to retufe their confeng 
to the motion. Mr. Pitt added, 
that, with refpeét to the other topic 
to which lord Hood had alluded, 
the general merits of Mr. Haftings, 
there had been a petiod, in which 
fuch an argument might have been 
urged with fome force, but that 
period was now pafied. Mr. Hatt- 
ings had thought it advifeable at 
the commencement of the enquiry, 
to difclaim all benefit from fuch a 
confideration. te had decifively 
and boldty declared, that ‘ he de- 
fired no fet off might be made on 
the fcore of his fervices; for that 
he was perfuaded, inftead of the 
cenfure, he would ultimately be 
found entitled to the approbation 
of the houfe upon the very facts, 
which were made the foundation of 
the charges.”” After fuch a decla- 
ration from Mr. Hattings, it would 
have been highly unjuft to have 
departed from the line in which he 
chofe to have his conduét confider- 
ed, and now, that the houfe had 
proceeded fo far in the invefligation 
of particular facts, they could not 
confiftently with their own honour 
interpofe to cover him with a fhield. 
The charge was farther inforced by 
Mr. Francis and fir James Johnitone, 
and repelled by major Scott, Mr. 
Vanfittart, lord Mulgrave and Mr, 
Dempiter. Upon a divifion the 
numbers appeared,ayesi 12, NOCS 50. 
On the fifteenth of March the 
charge upon the fubject of contracts 
and falaries was opened by fir James 
Erfkine. He went through a varic- 
ty of contraéts, which he ftated with 
great clearnefs, and illuftrated by a 
happy application of metaphors and 
allutions. He obferved, that all of 
them 
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them were made in dire& violation 


of the regulations of the court ot 


directors, that the contracts fhould 
be given from year to year, and 
that they fhould be publicly adver- 
tifed, and be difpoied off to the bet 
bidder. One of thefe contracts had 
been held by Mr. Archibald Frafer, 
the near relation of fir Elijah im- 
pey- That judge had difparched 
affidavits to England, for the pur- 
pofe of clearing himfelf from the 
unpuration of having any fhare in 
the contract held by Mr. Frafer. 
Probably thefe affidavits wee the 
virgin efforts of fir Elijah’s mute. 
They were his patftoral eflays, his 
fongs in ripas et flumina, that had 
been the forerunners of his ruffing 
forward into the field of epic attet- 
tions, and finging the prelia e re- 
ges, the wars of Benares and tic 
rebellion in Oude. A farther con- 
tract was to Mr, Aurio! tor the fup- 
ply of Madras with rice and other 
articles ; and to this was added the 
fupply of St. Helena, which was al- 
moft at our own door, of Bencoolen, 
and of Bombay ,where, notwithftang- 
ing the jobbing mode by which they 
were frequently influenced, they 
were a(tonifhed at the circumftance 
of being fupplied with rice from a 
great dittance, at double the price 
at which they could have procured 
it at their own doors. This con- 
tract or agency was exprefsly given 
to reward Mr. Auriol for his long 
and faithful fervices; furely the 
mott impolitic method of rewarding 


fervices that could be devifed. Ot 


his expenditures no vouchers wer¢ 
required, but the accounts were to 
be given in upon honour, This 
mode of pafling accounts was pecy- 
liar to India; as indeed hanour 
there was of a peculiar nature. It 
dreaded the production of proof, 
had an intuitive abhorrence to the 
being confronted with truth, and 
firunk, like the tentitive plant, from 
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the touch of curiofity, M4 the 
tubject of falaries, fir Jamcs Er kine 
articularly mentioned the falary of 

Mr. Anderiun of 18,0001. peran- 
num, as prefident of th¢ board of res 
venue, which office he held at the 
fame time, that le actually appear- 
ed as ambaflador at the court of 
Madagi Scindia, He alfo mention- 
ed the bufinefs of fir Eyre Coote, ta 
whom, in addirion to his legal fala- 
ry ot 16,ocol. per annum, Mr. 
Haitings granted an addition of 
18,0001. per annum, which laft he 
extorted by compulfion from the 
nabob of Oude. This conduct he 
had defended by a libel upon the 
memory of the late commander in 
chief in India, 1s if he would not 
have marched into the Carnatic, and 
ciicharged his duty to the company 
chcartuily, without that augmenta- 
tion to his income. He had alfo 
continued a payment of 13.000}. 
per annum to general Stibberr, after 
the arrival ot tir Eyre Coote, though 
that al'owance had been granted hin 
only while he held the cammand of 
the army. ‘The latt article mention- 
ed by fir James Erfkine, was that of 
the gpium contract, This had been 
granted, upon terms peculiarly fa- 
vourable, to Mr. Mackenzie fon 
three years; and it had afterwards 
been diipofed of, under circum- 
{lances infinitely more unequal, to 
Mr. Sullivan, fon to the chairman 
of the Eait Indiacompany. Indecd, 
fo palpable had been the abuie in 
this inftance, that Mr, Sullivan had 
almoit immediately fold his contract 
for a clear profit of 52,0001. Sis 
James Erfkine concluded, that, in 
the charges already voted, he wag 
willing to own the houie of com- 
mons had refcued the country from, 
a preffure of odium; but, if they 
omitted or maimed the psrefent 
charge, they would fend them up to 
the houfe ot lords materially imper- 
fect, and would only difplay the 
I 4 op 
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oppreffions and extortions of Mr. 
Haftings, without fhewing the ill- 
judged profufion, the unitorm pur- 
fuit of a corrupt influence, which 
had led to thofe extortions. 

Mr. Pitt immediately tollowed fir 
James Ertkine, defirous, as he (aid, 
by bringing the queftion into a nar- 
rower compais, to fhorten in fome 
meafure the fubfequent debate. He 
divided the fubjeét of the charge 
into three heads ; the contracts, the 
falary of general Coote, and the civil 
eftablifiment. Of the contraéts he 
thought there were feveral too in- 
fignificant in their nature to be en- 
titled to parliamentary difcutlion 
with a view to impeachment, and 
others fo circumftsnced in point of 
timc,as to be unfit to be made a ground 
of criminal charge acainft Mr. Hatl- 
tings. He called the attention of 
the hovfe to the period in which the 
contracts had been made, fome of 
them, not only previoufly to the re- 
appointment of Mr. Hatlings by an 
act of the legiflature, but which 
even before that tiine had been cen- 
fured by the court of directors, and 
been made the fubjetts of pariiamene 
tary enquiry, without being thought 
a bar to his re-appointment. The 
agency of Mr. Auriol, Mr. Pitt 
wis fo far from thinking a proper 
topic of cenfure, that he conceived 
it eutitied to very high commenda- 
tion. Surely the common mode of 
proceeding by public auction could 
not be admittedinthis cafe. Would 
they have had Mr. Haflings, at the 
moment when the very exifteoce of 
the Carnatic was at flake, when the 
lives ot his countrymen, and the 
poffeifions of his employers depend- 
ed upon his fpirir and difpatch, 
delay to procure them the means of 
prefervation, ull he fhould have dif- 
covered the cheapeit method, by 
which thofe means were to be fur- 
nithed ? Was he to publith to the 


Britain, that a moft valuable part 
of our territ ry was likely to be a 
prey to famine, and to point out 
the means of intercepting the fup- 
plies, thar he was about to fend 
them? When he contivered the 
promptitude and the feafonablencfs 
of the fupply, he could readily ex. 
cufe in Mr. Haftings a venial pres 
ference for a particular perfon, as 
the vehicle of that fupply. . Mr. 
Pitt was equaily averfe to the ani- 
madverting with fevcrity upon the 
articles ot the civil expenditure, 
when he confidered the very great 
increafe of revenue that Mr. Haf- 
tings had created, and that any pros 
fufion, that might have exilted, 
would be merely temporary, On ace 
count of the falutary regulations, 
which had lately been fent out 
from home, Mr. Pitt moved as an 
amendment, that the charge con- 
tained matter of impeachment * in 
refpect to the contract for bullocks 
in the year 1779, to the contract 
for opium in the year 1755, and to 
the increafed falary of fir Eyre 
Coote.” Mr. Burke obierved, thar 
he could not readily admit of the 
amendment of Mr, Pitt, fince the 
object of the charge was to fhow the 
general fpirit of Mr. Haftings’s go- 
vernment ; and fince it was to illufs 
trate a leading feature in his admi- 
niftration, and to prove that he 
a€ted upon fyitem, and that a very 
depraved fy ft: m, that he had brought 
forward fo many examples. He 
therctore moved a tarther amende 
ment, to include the principal artie 
cles, which had been omitted by 
Mr, Pitt. Major Scott vindicated 
the two contraéts which had been 
ceniured by the minifter. The bul- 
lock contract of 177g had proveda 
moit oeconomical meature, finece, 
though its terms were higher than 
thofe of that which had preceded it, 
yetthearmy had in confequence had 
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of which they had uil that time been 
always in want. The opium con- 
tract mayor Score acknowledged to 
be very profitable; but in this there 
was nu tecret, it was notonoutly an 
affair ot tavour and patronage: a 
great revenue Was created tor the 
compuny, and a good thing was left 
for the ci‘poial of the government 
of Bengsl, The charge was tar- 
ther fupporred by Mr. Francis, and 
oppoted by Mr. le Mefurier and 
Mr. Dempiter. At length the houte 
divided upon Mr. Burke’s amend 
ment, ayes 06, noes $7» and upon 
the main quchion, ayes Go, nocs 26. 

On the twenty fecond of March, 
the charge refpecting the nuibob 
Fizuils Khan was opened by Mr. 
Windham.  Previoutly to the going 
into the contideration of the charge, 
M:. Francis fuggetted a propoial, 
for the examination of witneties by 
a {clest committee, as the number 
o! » embers that attended their ex- 
amination in the houle was exte. 
mely few, and ja the lait initance 
had icarcely been more than eight 
during the whole day. i his pro- 
pofal was not, adopied ; but Mr. 
Pitt took occalion from it, to In- 
veigh with great afperiey againtt 
Mr. Francis, tor having caufed the 
lecter of a Mr. Mercer, containing 
in the conclution a vague and gene- 
ral centure of Mr. Haitings’s admi- 
niitration, to be inferted in the mi- 
nutes of evidence. Mr. Put faid, 
that he fhould be particularly jea- 
lous of any propofal refpecting the 
examination of witnefles, which 
fhould come from Mr. Francis, 
after the difhonourable and dilgrace. 
ful ficuation, in which he had on 
that occasion involved the houie. 
He had taken a thametul and un- 
candid advaniage, and had made 
the houfe in tome meafure his ac- 
complices, in recording and publith- 
ing a moit indecent libel, tull ot the 
gio. and molt violent calumuies 
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againit Mr. Haitings. He fhould, 


theetore, give his mott determined 
Oppofiuen to the preient propolal, 
as fom this recent trantacthoa, it 
too plainly appeared, Wat fuch a 
itep, iilegal in itielt, would preba 
bly be puthed to the utmoit extent 
ot illibeval and dangerous conie- 
quencese Mr. Francis detended his 
conduct. When he had read Mr. 
Mercer’s lewer, he had felt himielt 
uader fome difficulty. He had been 
forry to find to much of the con- 
tents irrelevant, though he had 
never imagined it to be a grois and 
malignsnt libel, or fulpected, that 
its iodifcreet and general reflections 
could be im the tinahett degree in- 
jurious to truth and jullice. He 
had thought himtelf obiiged 1o pro- 
duce the whole ie:ter, or no part of 
it. Had he produced an extract, 
and been known to have done fo, 
he fhould have beea charged with 
the tuppreflion of evidence, and ine 
numeravle iniiovations would have 
been thrown out againit him. Mr. 
Fiancis was tarther vindicated 
Mr. Pelham and dir. Sheridan. 

lu opcning the charge upon the 
fubject ot Fizulia Khan, Mr. Wind- 
ham ttated the circumftances and 
character ot that prince. Upon the 
invahion ot Robilcund, he had made 
good his retreat to the Mountains, 
Krom that tituation he had negociat- 
ed, through the interpolition of the 
Englih, a treaty with Suja ul 
Dowla, figned at Lail Dang, by 
which the Nabob of Oude acquired 
a contiderable increaie of revenue, 
and tor the atteilation of which 
Fizulla Khan had paid to colonel 
Champion, the valuable confideras 
tion of 150,000]. Among the arti- 
Cles of ihis treaty it was itipulated, 
** that Fizulla Khao fhould maine 
tain in his fervice five thoufand 
troops aod no more; that, incafe 
ot a war being undertaken by the 
nabob of Oude, he thould fend to 
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his afift.nce two or three thoufand 
men according to bis ability ; and 
that, if the vabob fhould march in 
perion, he fhould accompany him 
with hist'eops.” Fizulla Khan was 
of all the princes in India the leaf 
likely to occation any kind of dif- 
turbance. He lived in his domini- 
ons like an ancient patriarch; by 
indefatigable attention he rendered 
every part of them fertile and pro- 
duétive; and he had been deferibed 
by Mr. Hailings as the father or 
agriculture, in the year 1778, 
Mr. Daniel Barwel had been fent 
to this prince, and, through his 
in{ligation, he had been led, to en- 
tertain doubts refpecting the gua- 
rantee of the company, and to foli- 
cit a new guarantce through the 
medium of Mr. Middieton, for 
which he paid 20,0001. i780 
a demand had been made from 
Fizulia Khan of five thoufand 
horie; which was double the num- 
ber of troops he was obliged to 
furnifh, among which tioops Mr. 
Haftings had afterwards confefled, 
that the including of a fingle horfe- 
man would have amounted toa lite- 
ral compliance with the treaty. 
This condu& was either intended 
to practife in a very difhonourable 
manner upon the timidity of Fi- 
zulla, or, at the loweft eftimate, 
was an inilance of inadvertency and 
negligence, which was highly cri- 
minal in fo important a ftation, In 
1781, Mr. Haftings withdrew by 
the treaty of Chunar the guarantee 
of the company, twice given to 
Fizulla Khan. That Mr. Hattings 
never intended, that the flipulated 
permiffion to the nabob of Oude, 
to refume the territory of Fi- 
zulla Khan fhould be carried into 
execution, was in Mr. Windham’s 
jdea an additional aggravation of 
Mr. Haftings’s criminality, He 
firft made ufe of the credit of the 
Britith name to delude the nabob of 








BRITISH AND 





Oude, and he next furgefted to 
Fizulla Khan, that the Britith yo- 
vernment, notwithitanding its re- 
peated guarantee, had thought 
themfelves at liberty to flipulate 
by treaty, to affit the nabob in dif. 
poflefiing him of his terrivories. 
Major Scett declined entering at 
large into the defence of Mr. Haf- 
tins upon this article, but obferved 
in general, that any ideas of the 
opprefion and injury fuffered by 
Fizulla Khan, would vanith of 
themielves, when it was confidered, 
thar, during the whole of Mr. Haf- 
tings’s adminiftranon, that prince 
hed enjoyed an uninterrupted feries 
of peace and profperity. Mr. Dun- 
das (uggefted, but did not mean to 
prefs an amendment, confining 
the impeachment upon this article 
to that part of it, which concerned 
the treaty of Chunar. Mr. Burke 
endeavoured to remove the objec- 
tions of Mr. Dundas, whofe amend- 
ment was not put to the vote; and, 
the houfe having divided upon the 
charge, the numbers were, ayes 96, 
noes 37. 

The votes, by which Mr. Haf- 
tings’s conduct was declared to be 
an object for impeachment in five 
different inftances, had hitherto 
pafled in a committee of the whole 
houfe. As foon as the hovfe was 
refumed after the prefent civifion, 
it was moved, that the chairman of 
the committee, Mr. Saint Andrew 
Saint John, fhould report to the 
houfe, thatthe committee had come 
to feveral refolutions, which they 
had direéted him to report, and 
Monday the fecond of April was 
propofed for the receiving of the 
report. This period was objected 
to, as too early, by Mr. Burges, 
but was voted without a divifion. 
Mr. John James Hamilton, who 
had diftinguifhed himfelf in the pre- 
ceding feflion, by urging the com- 
plete confideration of the charges 


hefors 


























FOREIGN HISTORY. 17 


before the houle was prorogued, 
moved on Tuefday the twenty 
jeveuth of March, that the report 
ot the refolutions of impeachment 
fhould be deferred, till after the 
Eafter recels, He declared his opi- 
pion, that, when the enquiry pre- 
liminary to the projected profecus 
caution was firft inftnuted, the con- 
duct of thole eng»ged in it had been 
virulent and prejudicatory ; but he 
was free to contefs, that the houfe 
had lately a¢ted in the bufinefs with 
adegree of deliberation, becoming 
their dignity, and due to the folem- 
nity and importance of the occafion. 
Vould they now, on the eve of 
concluding their labours, adopt a 
new fyitem of conduct, and confent 
to be precipitate in the very moment, 
when it beft became them to be 
temperare and cautious? It was well 
known, that the houfe of lords 
could not poffibly deiermine the 
caufe during the prefent feffion. 
This unfeemly precipitation there- 
fore would neither render the 
judgment more decilive, nor acce- 
lerate its period. Mr. Hamilton 
{poke in terms of great indignation 
ot the manner, in which Mr. Burke 
had on a former day hinted to the 
houfe, that Mr. Hattings was free 
in his perfon, and had full liberty 
to enjoy the comforts of life, and 
all the common benefits of nature. 
Mr. Hamilton’s motion was fecond- 
ed by Mr. Philip Yorke, but was 
oppoled -by Mr, Fox, Mr, Burke, 
Mr. Pitt, Mr. Dundas and Mr. 
Grenville, and at length, with the 
confent of the houfe, withdrawn. 
On Monday the fecond of April 
Mr. Sheridan opened to the houfe 
the chargeagainit Mr. Haftings upon 
the fubject of prefents. In review- 
ing the conduct of the late gover- 
nor general, Mr. Sheridan had 
found it to fpring from a wild, 
irregular and excentric mind. He 
had been every thing by fits and 


ftarts; now proud and lofty, now 
mean and inlidious ; now generous, 
now gfiping; now artful, now 
open; now ~ ye now deci- 
ded; in pride, in pathon, in eve~ 

thing changeable, except in 
pines § In cotvegtiola he had 
proved uniform, fyftematic and me 
thodical. His revenge was a tem- 
peft, a tornado, blackening in gufts 
of pride the horizon of his domi- 
nion, and occafionally carrying all 
betore ite But his corruption was 
regular and the fame; a trade wind, 
which always blew from the fame 
point of the compafs, and upon 
which the circulation of all the 
wealth of India depended. Mr. 
Sheridan alluded to the hiftory of 
the act of 1773, by which prefents 
were prohivited. In the houfe of 
lords it was thought, that it had 
left the commons without a fufhi- 
cient provifion tor the profecurion 
of the violators; and earl Manf- 
ficld had inferted a claufe, declar- 
ing, that all prefents were the pro- 
perty of the company, in order by 
this means to found a legal title 
to a civil fuit upon what was termed 
a fiction of law. This claufe Mr. 
Haftings had perverted from its 
true meaning, and had pretended a 
right to receive as many prefents as 
he pleafed, provided he cared 
them to the account of the coms 
pany. Mr, Hatlings had alfo fpo- 
keno in ftrong terms of the generolity 
of the natives. He did not queflion 
this virtue in the inhabirants of In- 
doftan, nor did he doubt the ex- 
pertnefs of Mr. Haflings in work- 
ing upon it effectually. Wirh fo 
much power in his hands, wihan 
army of fifty or fixty rhoufand men, 
he had moit certainly the means of 
exciting in their breafts the flame 
of benevolence. , 

Mr. Sheridan men.ioned firft thofe 
prefents, which were fubfequent . 
the regulating act of 17735 an 
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firtt a fum of 20,0001. received. from 
Cheit Sing in the year 1780. The 
prefent was received in June, but 
never mentioned to the directors 
till November, and then it was not 
diated from whom the money came. 
Major Scott, who had firft cxplain- 
ed that circumftance to the felect 
committee, had declared his belief, 
that the native princes would much 
rather give Mr. [iaftings a preient 
of two or more lacks of rupees, 
than pay them to the company, as 
parte of their debt to the biinth 
government; a pofition, which 
clearly proved, that the govern- 
ment of India was founded upon a 
fyitem of corruption. Buriuch, it 
had been urged, were the prejudices 
of the people ! Could it be ferioufly 
imagined, that, at a time when 
50,000]. was due trom Cheit Sing 
to the Eaft Ind:a company, the ac- 
ceptance of 2¢,000l. by the govern- 
or general was not attended with 
fome triencly and feducing hint of 
a relaxation on the part of his con- 
fiituents? A raw and artlefs nego- 
ciator might not have thoughe of 
any compromife. Bur, in the cafe 
of Mr. Hatlings, the boon, which 
was privately prefented, did not for 
am ment divert his zeal trom pro- 
fecuting the demand of the com- 
pany. Cheit Sing’s agent, it ieem- 
ed, was commiflioned by bis matter 
to give Mr. Haflings the ttrongett 
aflurance of his tuture obedience 
and fubmiilion to the orders of go- 
vernment, and to reqvett his accep- 
tance of 20,00c}. as a prefent for 
himfelf. His reply was, that he 
cordially received his fubmiffion and 
aflurances of obedicnce, but that he 
mutt abfolutely retuie his prefent, 
which he did. This Mr. Sheridan 
faid was a fenience in which the 
words were a little trantpofed ; for 
the truth was, that Mr. Hattings 
cordially received the prefent, and 
abfolutcly refufed to accept Cheit 
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Sing’s fubmiifion and obedience, 
Accordingly it appeared, that on the 
twentieth of June he had received 
the 20,0001, and the very next day 
he entered the minute, under the 
authority of which that unfortunate 
prince was ruined. Mr. Sheridan 
next mentioned 30,0c0l. received 
trom the raja Nobtkifien, an inhabj- 
tant ot Cale tla, which Mr. Haf- 
tings intenced to borrow, but ref- 
pecting which Nobkitlen intreated, 
that he would rather accept the 
money than execute the bond, 
‘This propotal, to which Mr. Haf- 
tings made no anfwer, was a treth 
proot ot the dread, which the na. 
tives entertained of the eovernor’s 
pledge of tah. ‘Take my money 
and welcome, faid Nobkiflen ; but 
piace me not within the peril of 
your promite. Piedge not your 
tuith to me; I know too well the 
confequences. I have heard of the 
treary of Chunar; I have heard of 
your trestment of Fizulla Khan; I 
dread the civeumitances, which fol- 
low upon the engagement of the 
governor general.” Thus cid Mr. 
Haitings fill the breaft of this un- 
fortunate mao with painful appre- 
hentions, leit, when he returned 
home, he fhould find a bond, thrutt 
perhaps underneath his door at mid- 
night, or by fome unworthy ttras 
tagem placed upon his table. Upon 
this occalion it oveht to be recol- 
lected, that Nobkiflen was notori- 
oufly the moft avaricious black man 
in Bengal; but, in the defcription 
of this infatiable thirit far money, 
Mr. Sheridan did not mean te draw 
an invidious comparifon between 
the raja and a difinterefted Euros 
pean. He would not infift on the 
unprecedented charge of contingent 
expences for a period of more than 
twelve years; by which Mr. Haf- 
tings, having acknowledged this 
fum of money privately received, 
turned K to his own emoluments. 
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Mr. Sheridan next mentioned the 
celebrated prefent of 1co,oool, at 
Chunar, and fpoke wirh confider- 
able ridicule ot the affidavit of Mr. 
Larkins, in which he fwore, thata 
letter dated in May :782, but not 
fent till December, giving an ac- 
count of this circumftance, had not 
been opened fince Mr. Larkins had 
parted with it out of his hands. 
This prefent Mr. Hattings flated as 
a depolit, leaving it to the company 
to decide whofe property it fhould 
be. Another prefent of 100,000, 
was after a cuttous manner demand- 
ed of the nabob of Oude. Mr. 
Middleton was ordered to commu- 
nicate Mr. Haftings’s retufal of an 
offer to that amount, which the 
nabob was fuppofed to have made. 
Mr. Middleton on a fuddén became 
confcientious, and major, Palmer 
was actually fent to perfuade the 
nabob nor to keep the refolution to 
which he had come, of prefenting 
Mr, Haftings with that tum. But 
it afterwards came out, when major 
Palmer waited upon the nabob, that 
that prince had never before hears’, 
either ot the intention, or of the 
demand. Mr. Sheridan proceeded 
to the prefents, which in point of 
time had been prior to the regul iting 
act of 1773, and mentioned in par- 
ticular 15,0001. taken from Munny 
Begum for the appointment of a gua: 
dian to the minor nabob of _Ben- 
gal; and the appointment of Jewan 
Khan to the office of phonfdar of 
Hughley, with a falary of 7000 1 

r annum, one half of which Mr, 
Hatings was charged by Nudiduco- 
mar with having taken to himfelf, 
as a gratification for the appoint- 
ment. He concluded with obferv- 
ing upon the difficulty of afcertain- 
ing the articles of a charge of this 
fort, the tranfactions of which were 
of courfe of a private nature ; and, 
comparing the prefent with the for- 
mer charges; he obferved, that, 
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though, within this rank, but too 
fruittul wildernefs of iniquities, this 
difmal and unhallowed labyrinth, it 
was moft natural to caft an eye of 
indignation and concern upon the 
huge trunks of revenge, rapine, ty- 
ranny and oppreffion all rifing io 
the dutky magnificence of guilt; 
yet was it not lefs neceflary, to trace 
out the potfonous weeds, the bane- 
ful brufhwood, the little creeping 
deadly plants, which were in theic 
noxious cilecis, if pofible, fill more 
alarming and extenfive, 

Major Scott replied to Mr. Sheri- 
dan. He taid, that the affertion, 
that Mr, Haftings, the next day 
after having received the prefent 
trom Cheit Sing, had entered a 
minute with an hofile intention 
ayainfi that prince, was utterly une 
founded. ‘lhe prefent had been 
made, not to purchafe forbearance 
of a future demand, but. to atone 
for a foim-r relittance to that de. 
mand. ‘The fecond prefent of the 
nabob, which Mr. Sheridan had 
méntioned, major Scott affirmed, 
had never been made. ‘The nabob 
hid exprefitd his unwillingnefs to 
pay it, and there the matter end- 
ev. "He-declared, that, if the a& 
of 1773 were mifunderitood by 
Mr. Huiftings, which, upon the 
authority of the principal lawyers 
he was now. bound to believ 
it had been equally mifundertt 
by the court of directors, by the 
préefent minifter, and by the board 
of ¢dnfroull’ “If the prefents, re- 
ceived previoufly to that at, were 
now to be revifed, there could be 
no end of inveftigatioh; and, as to 
Nundicomar, the firft character in 
this country had declored, that his 
evidence went for nothing; and it 
was proved beyond a doubt, that 
Mr, Haftings had no concern in his 
apprehenfion, hig’ trial, or his exe- 
curion., The difintereftednefs of 
the late’ guvernor-general, was, in 
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major Scott’s opivion, unqueftion- 
able; and he adduced a recent in- 
fiance to confirm ite When Mr, 
Hallings had written to inform the 
nabob and his minifter of his final re- 
folution to refign, he reccived ict- 
ters from them, expreffiing their 
concern for his departure, and in- 
clofing a note for 50,0col. which 
they thought he could then accept 
without fcruple. But Mr. Haflings, 
though he received thefe letters two 
days after he had refigned the go- 
vernment, and juli as he was in fight 
of the fhip, in which he was to fail 
for England, anfwered, that he was 
fill governor-general, and would re- 
tain the character, till he had dif- 
charged himlelf of all the obliga- 
tions of it. Major Scott held jn 
his hand a letter from Hyder Bey 
Khan to Mr, Haflings, in which he 
defired to be permitted even now to 
fend this prefentto England. He 
faccher obferved, that a veffel had 
arrived from Bengal two days be- 
fore, and had not brought home a 
fingle complaint againft Mr. Haft- 
ings, though the charges were a 
matter of notoriety there. Mr, 
Haftings had received letters from 
the nabob, from Fizulla Khan, and 
many diftinguifhed perfons, and was 
jn peff fion of the moft unequivocal 
proofs of their good opinion of him. 

he major had feen letters from 
Bengal, which mentioned, that lord 
Cornwallis fpoke of Mr. Haftings 
with an enthufisftic fervour; and 
the fact was too well known to 
admit of a difpute. 

Mr. Burges afferted, that Mr. 
Hattings’s confirudtion of the act of 
1773 was the true and legal con- 
itruction, and that, in none of the 
actions {tated by Mr. Sheridan, had 
he been guilty of any mifdemean- 
our. Lord Mulgrave exclaimed 
upon the a fet up by 
major Scott. e afked, whether ir 


were any anfwer to charges the moi 
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ferious and important, to fay, that 
the directors had commended Mr, 
Haftings’s conduct, that they had 
given him a dinner, and that fome 
of the members of the efficient Ins 
dian government had dined in the 
fame room? The charge, that day 
opened, was, in lord Mulgrave’s 
opinion, of ten times the magni- 
tude and atrocioufnefs of any which 
had vet been produced. In that of 
the contraéis and others, it was dif- 
ficult to draw the line between what 
might be deemed patronage, and a 
corrupt exercife of power; but, in 
the charge now under conlideration, 
there was lefs difficulty, the facts it 
contained were not involved in 
doubt, nor perplexed by being fub- 
ject to a variety of interpretations. 

Ir. Grenville delivered ientiments, 
fimilar to thefe of lord Mulgrave ; 
but at the fame time vindicated Mr, 
Laikins from what he conceived to 
be the iniinuation of Mr. Sheridan, 
and declared, that he was a man of 
ftri€& honour and unimpeachable in- 
tegrity. Mr. Sheridan repiied, that 
he certainly did not mean to charge 
Mr. Larkins with perjury; if he 
had, he would have done it openly 
and in that fpirit of difdain, with 
which no man regarded the bafenefs 
of infinuation more heartily than 
himfelf. Mr. Grenville in return 
complimented Mr. Sheridan upon 
his habitual candour. The charge 
was fupported by Mr, Wilbraham 
and fir James Johnftone, and oppoied 
by Mr. Le Mefuricr. Upon a di- 
vifion, the numbess appeared, ayes 
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As foon as the hou‘e was refumed, 
the report of the charges wzs 
brought up and ordered to be read 
a firlitime, This order was at firft 
oppofed by Ar. le Mefurier, Mr. 
Dempfter and Mr. Rolle, but they 
afterwards confented to with- 
draw their oppofition. Mr, Pitt 
now role, and, having erent’ oe 
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fenfe of the great importance of the 
rocetding, begged to be informed 
y Mr. Burke, what form he in- 
tended to adopt in bringing forward 
the ultimate vote of impeachment. 
He alluded to the oppofition he had 
himfelf given to the idea of the cri- 
minality of certain parts of fome of 
the charges, and for that and other 
reafons recommended the imme- 
diately referring them to a fecret 
committee, to feleé& out of them the 
criminal matter, and reduce it into 
a new and more accurate form, aud 
then, upon thofe ultimate articles, 
when reported to the houle, to move 
the queition of impeachment. 
Mr. Fox obferved, that, when 


he had the pleafure to difcover thofe. 


perfons, whofe political principles 
fo often militated with his own, fe- 
rioufly adopting the fame fentiments 
with himfelf upon a great and im- 
portant queition, no man was more 
willing to bend himfelf to their 
withes, as to the beit mode of carry- 
ing thofe fentiments into effeét. He 
fhould not be fufpefted of diitin- 
guifhing about words, and exciting 
an unreafonable and quibbling op- 
penn in circumftances like thete. 
t was therefore with great concern, 
that he felt it impofhible for him, 
to agree with Mr. Pitt in the propo- 
fition he had flared; but he fincere- 
ly conceived, that he could not do 
v without betraying and weakening 
the meafure, which they had borh 
at heart, even to the dangerous riik 
of lofing at length the great quef- 
tion, to which all the paft diicuf- 
fions and inveltigations of the houfe 
of commons pointed, the queftion, 
that Mr. Haitings be impeached. 
That he thought was the next and 
immediate flep to be taken after 
agreeing to the report upon the ta- 
bic, and they would in that cafe 
follow it up by fending to acquaint 
the houfe of lords, that ther had 
rciolved to exhibit « charge of im- 
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peachment agaimt Mr. Haftings, 
aod that they were preparing arti- 
cles, which they would prefent with 
ail convenient di{patch, referving 
to themiclves the conflitutional right 
of fupplying more articles, after 
they had gone through the whole, 
whether they fheuld have occafion 
to exercile that right or not. Nu- 
merous were the advantages attend- 
ing this mode of proceeding. On 
the one hand perfons, who meant 
to urge the argument of a fet off, a 
comparifon between the delinquen- 
ces and the merits of Mr. Hattings, 
would have a full opportunity of 
putting their favourite reafoning to 
the teil, of which opportunity they 
would be deprived by the other me- 
thod, On the other hand the quef- 
tion of impeachment would by this 
means reit upon its true merits, the 
gtneral idea and feeling of crimi- 
nality, and they would run no tilk 
of loting it by a variety of opinions 
upon particular facts, by a perpetu- 
al coliifion and conteft of judgment, 
and by, what was principally to be 
guarded againit in a proceeding of 
this kind, the-interference of an, 
improper and undue influence. It 
would indeed be difgraceful to the 
houfe, if, after the folemy and de-. 
liberace enquiry they had made, an 
enquiry unparalleled in thefe retpects 
in the annals of parliament, they 
fhould at latt fuafter themf{elves to_ 
be juggled out of a great national . 
object, by the indirect. and circuis , 
tous methods they might be induced , 
to adopt. But Mr. Fox had an ob-. 
jection to the propofal of Mr.. Pitt, . 
{till more cogent than this. Among, 
the moft weighty and facred privi-,° 
leges of the houfe of commons was . 
the right of impeachment, and it 
was peculiarly incumbent upon them . 
in the prefent bufinefs to take carey 
that they did not infringe upon che 
great law of impeachment, and dif- | 
folve and fritter away this inettim- 
3 able 
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able’prerogitive. Was it not one of 
the moft important objects of the 
right of impeachment, that it vefted 
in the houfe of commons a power 
of arrefting the progrefs of a mini- 
fter in the hey-day of his intluence, 
and of bidding defiance to thofe me- 
thods, by which whole nations and 
communities of men were often held 
under the lafh ofterror? But how 
did it give them this power? By 
the difpatch, with which it was ac- 
companied ; by the cuftom and law 
of parliament, which forbad them, 
when they were fatisfied with the 
exiftence of the guilt, to delay the 
great and binding refolution for the 
impeachment for a fingle moment. 
If it were otherwife, a minitter, 
who faw no refource for his fatety, 
but ina bold and defperate conduct, 
might avail himfelr of the confi- 
dence of the crown, and advife a 
prorogation or a diffolution of par- 
liament. Or, if he were poffeffed of 
great popular influence, he might, 
while that houfe were hefitating 
upon the form of their charge, go 
off into outrages of the moft danger- 
Ous tendency, and creste animofi- 
ties and violences, through the king- 
dom, which all the greatnels of 
puliament might not be able to aps 
peafe. Mr. Fox entered into an cx- 
amination of the precedents, in the 
cafe of the earl ot Danby, of lords 
Oxtord and Bolingbroke, and of the 
earl of Macclesfield, and endeavour- 
ed to fhow, that they were unitorm- 
ly in his favour. He added, that, 
if he appeared to deliver his fenti- 
ments with fome emotion upon the 
prefent occafion, he could declare, 
that it was a warmth rather arifing 
from his confcioufnefs of the im- 

rtance of the bufinefs, and his 
fenfe of the deep degree, in which 
the honour, the dignity and the 
character of the houfe and the na- 
tion were involved in it, than from 
any {park of paflion or intemperance 


of feeling. He had merely deliver. 
ed his individual fentiments, inde. 
pendently of party or connection, 
and it was poilible they might not 
be fupported, 

Mr, Pirt was convinced, that 
the becomming warmth of Mr. Fox 
proceeded trom an unteigned zeal 
for the true rights and honour of 
the houle. He fhould be extremely 
willing to coincide with his fenti- 
ments, and to give up his own, 
could he for a moment tuppofe, 
that the great object they hau both 
in view, would be better or more 
certainly obtained by a conformity 
to thofe fentiments. He was ready 
to contefs, that, whatever might 
have been his opinion in the origin 
of the proceeding, he was now fully 
fatisfied, that no confideration ought 
to influence the houle after what 
had pafled, to rejeét or hetitate upon 
the vote of impeachment. He pro- 
fefled to be as deeply and as earnett- 
ly engaged in this object, as any 
member of the houfe, and greatly 
indeed fliould he accufe himtelf, if 
any itep adopted by him fhould 
prove injurious to the ultimate pro- 
ceeding. With refpect to the 
comparifon of Mr. Hattings’s guile 
and his fervices, Mr. Fox was un- 
doubtedly miftaken. How: was it 
pollible to form that comparifon, 
unlefs they firit feparated and ana- 
lited the charges, and then, having 
a clear view of a ceftain degree of 
afcertained guilt, determined, how 
far that guilt would weigh againft ° 
whatever degree of merit might be | 
alledged in his favour? He denied 
that any ultimate delay would arife 
from the mode he fuggefled, as in 
neither cafe could the houfe of lords 
take up the bufinefs till the articles 
were tramed, Mr. Pitt acknow- 
leged the propriety of what Mr, 
Fox had faid, refpecting the im- 
peachment’ of a miniffer in aétual 
office, and. obferved, that for -rwo * 
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different claffes of criminals two 
different modes of ing were 
formed. In the cafe of. a minifter, 
the offences ot which he was guilty 
mult be in themfelves fo great, fo 
public, and of fo palpable a nature, 
that no doubt could poffibly arife as 
to his criminality ; but in the pre- 
fent cafe the accufation confitted of 
a diffufe and complicated mafs, of 
many charges which had not been 
fub{tantiated, and of many facts 
which could not be confidered as 
criminal, Mr. Pitt farther adduced 
the impeachment of the earl of Ar- 
lington, and that of lords Portland, 
Somers, Oxford, and Halifax, as 
precedents in favour of the mode he 
recommended. Mr. Burke declar- 
ed, that he had never fpoken under 
a greater preffure of embarraffinent 
and doubt, than at this moment. 
Nothing could give him fo much 
concern as to differ from Mr. Fox; 
yet, as it appeared to him that 
unanimity would beit be confulted 
by adopting the contrary mode, he 
fhould advife againft his own judg- 
ment, for, if he had any prefer- 
ence, it muft be for the conftiru- 
tional proceeding fuggefted by Mr. 
Fox, that that mode be adopted. 
Unanimity was now more than ever 
eflential, and he was happy to cb- 
ferve, that, the more the enquiry 
had advanced, the more unanimicy 
had been generated. Without doors 
men’s minds had been changed, 
rooted prejudice had been eradicat- 
ed, and conviétion had followed. 
Withig doors the topic had opert- 
ed, as an excitement to the difplay 
of all the finer powers of the hu- 
man underftanding. It had gone 
much farther, foftening almoft into 
a bond of union the hitherto obdu- 
rate hearts of contending politicians, 
fheathing the fword of embatried 
party, and lowering its hoftile 
front. Mr. Sheridan affented to 
the compromife of Mr. Burke. 
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The day following the refolutions 
were read a fecond time, Upon 
this occafion major Scort declined 
the fition, which he had in- 
tended in this ftage of the bafinefs, 
and expreffed his intention to re- 
ferve himfelf for the vote of im- 
peachmeat. At the fame time he 
read to the houfe an intimation upon 
the fubje@, figned by Mr. Hattings, 
in which he ftared it, ** as the only 
requeft or application, which he 
had hitherto permitted himfelf to 
make to any of the individual mem- 
bers of the houfe on the procefs of 
this bufinefs, thar, if the houfe 
agreed to the report, and refolved, 
that there was ground for impeach. 
ing him of high crimes and mifde- 
meanours, they would afford him 
the benefit of their vores, though 
united with thofe of his profecutors, 
that he might be brought to his 
trial. He trufted, that the houfe 
of commons would not fuffer his 
name to be branded upon their res 
cords, without allowing him at the 
fame time the only legal means of 
effacing them.” Mr. Fox faid, 
that, after the reading of this paper, 
it would be extremely unfvir, if he 
were not to warn major Scott, that 
the fit opportunity for him to rife 
with any hope of fuccefs, was at 
that moment, fince, if he let fo fa- 
vourable an occafion flip, the very 
cireumftance, which he wifhed to 
avoid, muft happen, and the refo- 
lutions muft fland upon the journals, 
where the agreeing to read them a 
fecond time would inevitably place 
them, The refolutions pafied with- 
out a divifion, and were referred to 
a committee, who were direéted to 
prepare articles of impeachment ae 
gainit Mr. Haflings, and were em- 
powered to fend for perfons, papers 
and records. The committee con- 
fitted of Mr. Burke, Mr. Fox, Mr. 
Sheridan, Mr. Pelham, fir James 
Erhinc, Mr. Windham, Mr. Saint 
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John, Mr. Francis, fir Gilbert Fl- 
lior, fir Grey Cooper. Mr. Frede- 
ric Montagu, Mr, Welbore Ellis, 
encra’ Burgoyne, colonel North, 
Rr. Taylor, Mr. Grey, Mr. Anf- 
truther, Mr. Adam, Mr. Dudicy 
Long, and lord Mailand, Upon 
the nomination of Mr. Francis the 
houfe divided, ayes 96, noes 44. 
Mr. Pitt and Mr. Dundas were both 
of them exprefsly invited to be- 
come members of the committee, 
and both declined it. 

On the nineteenth of April the 
charge refpecting the revenues was 
opened by Mr. Francis. He beyan 
with vindicating his own conduct 
with refpect to Mr, Hattings. He 
faid, that his oppofition to him as 
governor-gencral had been condudl- 
ed upon public grounds, and that 
he had never ufed any perfonal re- 
fiections or invectives, though every 
other perfon at any time in office 
with Mr, Hattings, even Mr. Bar- 
wel, Mr. Wheler, and fir Eyre 
Coote, had occafionally treated him 
with perfonal indignity and violent 
reproach. He alluded to the cir- 
cumftance of the duel he had fought 
with Mr, Haftings. When he re- 
ceived the wound, he had not ima- 
gined he fhould furvive; he gave 
Mr. Haftings his hand, and declared 
that he forgave him. But what 
was it that he forgave him? Why 
the infult that had occafioned the 
ducl, and the being the author of 
his death. He did not relinquifh 
his opinions on the public conduct 
of Mr. Hattings; he did not pro- 
mife to abandon thofe opinions in 
cafe he fhould furvive; or to defitt 
from endeavouring to inititute an 
enquiry in England, which he had 
always declared to Mr. Hattings 
himfelf he would inftirute. 

Mr. Francis enquired into the 
tenure of the zemidars of Bengal. 
He faid, that it was abfurd to con- 
fider them, as mere officers of go- 
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vernment, or collectors of the reves 
nue, fince in that cafe their eftates 
would not be divifible atter death 
into fhares to their children, nor 
was it likely they would defcend to 
women. He faid, that Mr. Hafi- 
ings had adopted no lefs than a do- 
zen. different modes of managing 
the revenues of Benga! in the courfe 
of fifteen years. He feemed toknow, 
that, if once there were a fixed fer. 
tlement, there muft be an end to 
peculation; and he therefore took 
care to avoid coming to any thing 
like a fixed fettlement. Miferable 
was the ftate of the provinces in 
1771, in confequence of the dread- 
ful famine which had taken place in 
Bengal and Bahar; and yer, Mr, 
Haftings had embraced that oppor- 
tunity of fixing the revenues for 
five years, ata higher rate than had 
ever been received before, and with 
a progreifive and accumulating ine 
creafe. This fcheme had been con- 
duéted through the committee of 
circuit. The confequence of it had 
been.the fubfequent adoption of the 
project of 1781, by: which the 
whole landed property of the coun 
try was put up to a pretended auc- 
tion. The proprietors were univer. 
fally difpoffeffed of their eftates, and 
banyans, thieves and adventurers 
of all forts were put into p fleffion 
of the lands. Under this fettle- 
ment Canto Baboo, Mr. Haflings’s 
banyan, had held farms to the a- 
mount of 135,0001, in open de. 
fiance of the regulation of the direc- 
tors, by which it was ordered, that 
no perfons fhould hold a farm of 
more than 10,0001. The directors 
had ordered, that the perfons com. 
pofing the committee of circuit 
fhould be profecuted ; but Mr. 
Hattings had propofed, and carried 
it in council, that directions fhould 
be given for withdrawing thofe 
rofecutions, as they would only 
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pany, and unmerited vexation to 
the parties. “Phe provincial coun- 
cils, after having fubfitted eight 
years, had been abolithed, and an 
unconttitutional comm 'ttee of re. 
venue introduced, nominally under 
the direction of perfons wha were 
actually employed in diitant embaf- 
ties, but really under that of Mr, 
Croftes and Gunga Govind Sing, 
who was a notorious and adroit vil- 
lain. Mr. Francis mentioned the 
corrupt difpofal of the province of 
Bahar in perpetuity to Kelicram 
and Cullian Sing. He obferved 
upon the boatted monopolies of falt 
and opium, and faid, that a mono- 
poly of a necefiary of life was not 
avery new or wonderful difcovery 
in finance, though it were in reality 
very deitructive. Wheo Mr. Hait- 
ings came into poflefiion of the Ben- 
gail government, he found it a ter- 
tile, wealthy, populous, and prof- 
perous coutry. Ir contained a re- 
gular gradation of ranks like a pyra- 
mid, from x well ordered yeomanry 
up to fovereign princes. ‘There 
were in it nobility, clergy, gentry, 
farmers and labourers; bur, through 
the corrupt and unprincipled go- 
vernment of Mr. Hattings, all thefe 
ditt nctions had been brok™ down 
and deitroyed, The whole nation 
had been pounded into one general 
ma{s; to that the prince was no 
otherwife ditcoverable from the pea- 
fant, than by the fuperioricy ot his 
fufierings, and the hum: hating por- 
tion of tyranny to which he was 
forced tofubmit. Mr, Francis con- 
cluded, ** My particular labour is 
now at an end. An unremitting 
perfeverance of thirteen vears has 
at lait conducted me to that iffue, 
which has been the object of all my 
efforts. Mr. Haftings muft new be 
impeached. Let bim have a fair 
tri:l: I defire no more. In ar- 
riving at thar object, I have fecured 
every perfonal purpofe that 1 ever 
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had in view. The reputation of 
fir John Clavering, colonel Monfon 
and mylelf ave fecure. Your vores 
are my authority, The houfe of 
commons ar¢é my compurgators, 
The only victory I ever aimed at, 
was, to clear my character from 
foul atfpertion, and to eftablith, as 
I trult 1 have done, the integrity of 
my conduct in the efimation of my 
country.” 

Major Scott afferted, that the 
auction of 1781 was authoriled by 
the court of directors, and was 
founded upon the precedent of feve- 
ral dittri¢ts, which had been dif- 
pofed of in that manner from the 
time we had acquired them. He 
apologized for the creation of the 
committee of circuit, by obferving, 
that at that period the directors had 
becn compelled 10 pay government 
400,000 |. per annum, and the pros 
prietors infiiied upon a dividend of 
twelve per cent; fo that Mr, Haf- 
tings was obliged to increafe the ree 
venues as much as pofible. He 
faid, that the grant to Canto Baboo 
had preceded Mr. Haftings’s’ ene 
trance upon the government, and 
that the eilablifhment of the pro. 
vincial councils, which bad origi- 
nally been temporary, had been con- 
tinued only in compliment to the 
ignorance of Mr. Francis and his 
colleagues. Mr. Pitt declared his 
ditient from the motion. There 
was only one point in the charge, 
in Which he could agree with Mr. 
Francis, and that was the prefents 
ot Kelieram and Cullian Sing, 
which had already been anticipated 
in the charge moved by Mr. Sheri- 
dan. Mr. Pite acknowleged, that 
his opinion was favourable to the 
perpetuity of the zemidars; buthe 
conceived, that a point that ad. 
mitted ot fo great variety of opini- 
on, could by no means be the pro- 
per ground of a legal enquiry, or 
of an impeachment at the bar af the 
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houfe of lords. Mr. Fox could not 
fupprefs his aftonifment, that Mr. 
Pitt fhould lay out of the f{cale of 
preponderating criminality that 
matter, which in his miod weighed 
mott againft Mr. Hatlings, the 
having at once feized upon all the 
lands, the undoubted property of 
the zemidars, difpoffefled them of 
their ancient inheritance, and put 
up their poffeffions to public auction. 
Such an act of tyranny was unex- 
ampled in any government, at any 
period, or under any circumftances ; 
fe broad, fo glaring, fo intolerable 
an act of violence, ttruck him with 
fo decp an impreflion from the firtt 
moment that he heard any thing of 
the charge, that he had regarded 
it as that feature, which mutt flath 
conviction upon the mind of every 
man, who had a {park of humanity 
in his breaft, or a lingle feeling tor 
fuffering individuals. In the-courfe 
of the debate an altercation took 
place between Mr. Roufe and Mr. 
Burke, the former objecting to Mr. 
Francis’s defcription of the tenure 
of a zemidar, and the latter quot- 
ing Mr. Roufe’s teftimony betore 
the feleét committee in confirmation 
of it. Mr. Barwel took notice of 
the allufions that had been made to 
him in the courfe of the evening, 
and defired, that, 1f there were any 
charge againft him, it might be 
urged. Mr. Burke replied, that 
his hands were fufficiently full al- 
ready, but added, thar, if Mr. Buar- 
wel were really anxious to be ac- 
cufed, he would, when at leifure, 
apply himfelf to the fubjeét. At 
length the houfe divided, aycs 71, 
noes 65. 

On the twenty-fifth of April Mr. 
Burke reported trom the committee, 
to whom it had been referred to 
prepare the articles of impeachment, 
that they had completed feveral of 
them, which he accordingly pre- 
{ented and delivered in at the table, 
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On the ninth of May this repore 
was taken into the confideration of 
the houfe, and it was oppofed upon 
its fecond reading by lord Hood, 
Mr. Wilkes, Mr. lay Campbeland 
Mr. alderman Towniend. 

Mr. Nathaniel Smith entered at 
large into the merits of the bufinefs. 
When he confidered, that the mo- 
tives, which had impelled Mr. 
Hattings in the tranfactions in quef- 
tion, were involved in a great de- 
gree ot obfcurity, and in feveral 
refpects mifrepretented, he thought 
himf:1f obliged, from the acquaint. 
ance he muft be fuppofed to have 
with the fubjcét, to remind the 
houfe of feveral confiderations, cal- 
culated to affift their judgment. Ie 
had proved a very unforrunate cir- 
cumftince for this country, thay, 
when we firit came into pofleffion of 
the Guannee or royal revenues of 
Bengal, a ttrange infatuation pre- 
vailed, as if the fources of our new 
acquired wealth were almott inex- 
hauttible,  Slumbering in fecurity 
over this idea, the miniilers and the 
company were alike folicitous to 
obtain large annual remittances. In 
1767, the year alter the acquilition, 
gevernment brought the company 
to fiipulve the yearly payment of 
400,000 1, and the proprietors at 
the fame time divided twelve per 
cent. This intemperate zeal on 
the part of the minifters to grafp at 
immediate wealth, was the origin 
of our wars in India, and of all 
thofe diftreffes and embarraffments, 
in which we were involved during 
the later years of Mr. Hattings’s 
government. The rulers abroad, 
goaded by the preffing demands of 
the company, to fend home large 
annual inveitments without drawing 
bills on England, and perceiving, 
that any doubts or apprehentions of 
the infufficiency of the revenues 
were either difregarded or ill re- 
ceived, had recourfe to antiey Se 
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fubfidy or tribute from the neigh- 


bouring ftates in return for protec- 
tion and affiflance, Hence it was 
that Mr. Haftings in 1773, a year 
and a halt after he came to the go- 
vernment ot Bengal, in order to re- 
lieve the diftrefles of the country 
from an exhaufted tweafury and a 
heavy bonded debt, was impelled 
to depart from the wife and pru- 
dent tyftem of detence recommend- 
ed by lord Clive, and to engage 
in the Rohilla exped?rion. 

Of this minitiers expreffed no dif- 
approbation, though it was un- 
doubtedly their duty to have done 
fo, whenever they faw political 
initconduct. Influenced by that 
contideration, and perceiving, that 
cafual aids were the principal object 
which was demanded from India, 
the governor general procecded in 
the fame line, and became entangled 
in negociation and intrigues with 
the raja: of Bundiecund and Berar, 
the rana of Gohud and others, ull 
the three great powers of Decan 
and Indoftan became alarmed tor 
their future fafety. This mode of 
proceeding Mr. Smith altogether 
difapproved. When two powers 
exilied in the fame ttate, neither of 
which could legally control the 
other, the natural confequence 
mutt be, that the opulent and weaker 
power would have recourfe to in- 
trigues and pecuniary indulgences, 
in order to guard againtt oppretlion 
and irregularity in the fttronger. 
This fort of double government had 
prevailed in the Carnatic for thirty 
years, in Tanjore ever fince 1773, 
and in Oude from the death of 
Suja ul Dowla. By the treaty of 
1775 we maintained a brigade in 
the dominion of the nabob, anda 
refident to watch over and control 
the intrigues of his court. ‘There 
were betide forty-cight Britith fub- 
jects, commanding the immediate 
troops of the nabob, who were not 
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liable to martial laws, and whe 
exercifed their authority indepen- 
dently of coptrol. This treaty 
was concluded under the ivfluence 
of general Clavering and Mr. Mon« 
fon, whofe memory Mr. Smith 
highly refpected, but who certainly 
in this inttance had been guilty of 
a grofs miftake. He was futistied, 
that, however Mr. Hatlings had 
erred in political meafures, or howe 
ever untortunately for the company 
thoie meatures had clofed, he was 
actuated by no private motives, but 
by a laudable detire to aggrandize 
and enrich his country. 

Mr. Smith now came to the tranfs 
actions of 178:. Fortunate would 
it have been for the company, if 
lord Macartney had been appo:nted 
tothe government of Madras twelve 
months fooner. Hyder in that cafe 
would have been fuccefsfully repeil« 
ed at his firit entrance into the Care 
natic, or by the invafion of My- 
fore our troops would have found 
him full employment in the defence 
of his own dominions. In the hour 
ot danger and dif nay the governor. 
general had been driven, in order 
to relieve the public wants, to act 
upon the defporic princip'es of the 
Afiatic ftates; by endear ouring to 
extort from the raja of Benares 
fome portion of the wealth he had 
ho-rd:d in Bidjegur, and to exaét 
from the begums of Oude, who 
would fooner have part)d with the 
whole of this treafure to promote 
our ruin, than a part of it to affit 
us, the payment of arrears of fub- 
fidy due trom that country. This 
proje:t had originally been the fuge 
geftion, not of Mr. Haft ngs, but 
of the minitier of the nabob Hyder 
Jey Khan; and it was to be la. 
mented, that the f.rmer did not 
openly avow the real motive for fo 
opprefive a’ meafure, rather than 
attemp: to cover it under anv other 
preteat. When the bezums refufed 
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to comply with this requifition, force 
only could compel them. In the ex- 
ercife of it fome cruelties were likely 
to arife, and fome would probably 
be magnified. The minifter’s treat- 
ment of the eunuchs, while they 
were under his care, was hiyhiy 
improper, and ought not to have 
been (offered. The withhoiding trom 
the inferior women of the pulace 


and the children, the necefflary fub= 


fiftence for two or three days, was 
a wanton att of cruelty, not to be 
palliated, But this ought not to be 
imputed to Mr. Haiings, for he 
knew nothing of thecircumfance till 
after it was over. His motive to thete 
tranfactions, was, to prevent the ar- 
mies in the field trom talling too 
largely into arrears, and fo trom 
mutiny or difbanding. If either of 
thofe events had happened, it would 
have been fatal; a general maflacre 
of the Europeans would probably 
have enfued, and not a Briton have 
returned to relate the melancholy 
event. Mr. Smith was properly fa- 
tisfied, and particularly from the 
information of a man of high inte- 
grity, «a brave and gallant officer 
now no more, that the prefents Mr. 
Haliings had received were faith- 
fully applicd to the fervice of the 
company. lhe myttery and con- 
cealment, with which they were at- 
tended, had proceeded, not from 
corrupt motives, but probably from 
fear of the operation of a dangerous 
example. ‘The contuct of the ze- 
midars, who had taken advantage 
of our ignorance in order to impole 
on our officers, juttified Mr. Haf- 
tings’s treanment of them. Mr. 
Smith condemned the conttitution 
which had exiited in the council of 
Bengal, and afcribed to it many of 
the calamities of Mr. Haftings’s 
adminiitration. 

Though he had frequently op- 
pofed and cenfured Mr. Hattings’s 


meafures, he bad never been blind 
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or inatrentive to his virtues, his dif 

intereftednet: and contempt of mo. 
ney, the liberality of his mind, and 
his encouravement of learned men, 
He was contident his fortune was 
inferior to that of many who had 
ferved under him: and he would 
not have preiumed to make fuch an 
affertion, butfrom information, that, 
he was weil convinced, would nor 
miflead him. Mr. Smith commend. 
ed the ftudy and improvements 
which Mr. Haflings had made in the 
fyitemo! finance, and the encourage- 
ment he had given to the cultiva- 
tion of the foil, and the manuface 
tures of the provinces. Many of 
the great families in Bengal had fal- 
len into decay or were difperied ; 
but that moeit ever be the cafe, 
when countries changed their maf- 
ters. In the Carnatic this had hap. 
pened in a much greater degree, 
though it had had no other caufes, 
than the ambition and avarice of the 
nabob of Arcot. The inferior de- 
feription of inhabitants enjoyed now 
as much general ireedom and fecu- 
rity of pryperty, as ever they did 
under their favourite Acbar. Mr. 
Smith had been anxious for the re- 
call of the late governor-general, 
though he acknowledged, th.t the 
compofure and firmneis of his mind, 
in the heght of our dittrefs, had 
greatly contributed to preferve our 
dommions. When he took a re- 
view ot the whole tenour of his go- 
vernment torough the courte of 
thirteen years, he thought, that the 
errors of his political conduct were 
fo greatly over-balinced by bis sir- 
tues and inis fervices, that he juilly 
deferved, inilead ot difgrace, to ree 
ceive a generous and liberal treat- 
ment from his country. 

Mr. Pitt replied to the preced- 
ing fpeakers. Lord Hood and Mr, 
Wilkes had urg-d a comparifon be- 
tween Mr. Halting-’s errors and his 


fervices; but fuch was the opinion,. 
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that Mr. Pitt entertained of the im- 
portance and criminality of many of 
the charges, that he could not con- 
ceive how the greateit merits, that 
had ever been imputed in this cafe, 
could be fet in oppofition to them, 
as a plea, even againit conviction 
and punifhment, much lefs againit 
enquiry and trial, Mr, Ilay 
Campbel had infitted upon the 
analogy between the proceedings 
of the houle and thofe of a 
erand jury, and had quoted the 
opinion of Blackitone, that “a 


1 


grand jury ought to be thoroughly 


perfuaded of the truth of an in- 
dictment, fo tar as the evidence 


goes, and not to reit fatistied with 
remote probabilities, a doctrine, that 
might be applied to very oppretiive 
purpofes.” Upon this Mr. Pitt 
obferved, that, if the houie of 
commons were to take the pro- 
ceedings of a grand jury as their 
precedent, it would amount to a 
complete dereliction of the funstion 
of impeachment, a tunction, which 
had been the bulwark of the con- 
ftirution, and which had enabled 
the houfe to maintain the freedom 
of their country through the feve 
ral ftruggles they had made for 
that purpofe. To illuttrate this 
he mentioned the circumiiance, 
that the houfe was not competent 
to take depolitions upon oath. Mr. 
alderman Townfhend had cenfured 
the language of the profecurors, as 
full of groffmefs and perfonal af- 
perity. With regard to this Mr. 
Pitt conféfled, that he had once 
been of the fame opinion, but, when 
he difcovered the nature of the 
crimes that were alleved, and how 
ftrong was the prefumption that 
tiie allegations were true, he could 
not expect, that perfons, who were 
reci ing whar they thought of ac- 
tions of treachery, violence and 
opprefiion, and demanding an in- 
voitigation into thofe actions, fhould 
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fpeak a language different from 
that, which would naturally arife 
from the contemplation of fuch ace 
tions. Mr. Pitt now came to Mr, 
Smith. He faid that, admitting 
the improper di‘politions and ua. 
reafunable expectations of the go- 
vernment at home, no argumeus 
could be drawn from thence to 
fcreen Mr. Hattings from ponith- 
ment. If he received improper 
orders from his employers, was it 
not his duty, to undeccive them, 
and by a proper reprefentation to 
excufe himfelf for the noo per- 
formance of their commands ? 
With refpect to the prefents, Mr. 
Pitt could not accede to the opinion, 
either that Mr. Haflings had re- 
ceived thofe fums with ar intention 
of applying them to the fervice of 
the company, or that he had actu. 
ally applied them all in that way. 
Had that been his intention, he 
would have kept fuch accounts, 
and made fuch immediate commu. 
nications of them, as fhou!d clear 
ly prove that it was fo. Mr. Bure 
ges read a very refpectful addrefs, 
fent to Mr. Hattings fix months 
after his departure from Bengal, 
and figned by fix. hundred officers 
of the Brith army. The fecond 
reading ot the report was oppofed 
by lord Mulgrave, major Scott and 
Mr. Sumner, and fupported by 
Mr. Martin and fir Philip Jen- 
nings Clerke. Upon a divifion 
the numbers appeared, ayes 4 
noes &o. 

Upon the following day it was 
voted, that Mr. Hattings be im- 
peached; and Mr. Burke was di- 
rected, ** in the nume of the boule 
of commons, and of all the com- 
mons of Great Britain, 10 go to the 
bar of the houfe of lords, anJ im- 
peach Mr. Ha'ings of high crimes 
and mifdemeanours; and to ac- 
quaint the lords, that the commons 
would with all convenient fpeed 
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exhibit articles againft him, and 
make good the fame.” ‘The mef- 
¢ was inttantly delivered, and 
on the fourteenth of May the arti- 
cles, which had already been pre- 
red, were fent to the houfe of 
s. On the fame day Mr. Burke 
moved an impeachment upon the 
fixteenth article of the charges of 
the former feilion, the title of which 
was mifdemeanours in Oude. Ma- 
jor Scott and Mr. Dempfter op- 
fed the article, but it was carried 
without a divifion. It was imme- 
diately referred to the fecret com- 
mitte:, and was digefted into twelve 
articles, being the concluding 
twelve of the twenty, which were 
refented by the commons at the 
~ of the houfe of lords. Thefe 
twelve articles were reported on 
Thurfday the twenty-fourth of 
May, and on Monday were car 
ried to the bar of the houfe of 
lords; major Scott at the fame 
time proveiling againft the in:le- 
cency of the proceeding, as he was 
fure, that there were not ten mem- 
bers in the houfe who had read a 
line of them. 

In the debate of the ninth of 
May Mr. Courrenay had dropped 
the exprefiion, of lord Hood’s hav- 
ing been a fpectator of the victory 
of the twelfth of April, for which 
he immediately apologized, but 
the mention of which was five days 
afterwards revived by that noble- 
man. Mr. Courtenay was defend- 


ed by Mr. Windham and Mr. 
Burke, the latter of whom declared, 
that it was an accidental lapfe of 
fpeech, and that no man could ap- 
pear more hurt, as foon as he found 
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the contruction which 4 a 
the houte had put upon it, Th 
circumitance drew foith COntiders, 
ble encomiums upon Mr, Courts. 
nay’s general character trom t 


ye bi and from Mr. Fog, M 
ourtenay entered into g 
explanation upon the following day 

On the tweoty-firft of May Mr, 
Hatlings was upon the motion of 
Mr. Burke taken into Cuttody of 
the ferjeant at arms, and, beipe 
immediately conducied to the ba 
of the houte of lords, was deliver 
to the gentleman uther of the black 
rod. Upon the motion of the Jon 
chancellor he was admitted to bail, 
himfelf in 20,,001. and two fure. 
ties, Mr. Sullivan and Mr. Sumper 
in 10,0co0l. each, and was ordered 
to deliver in an anfwer to the anh 
cles of impeachment in one month 
from that time, or upon the fe 
cond day of the next feflion of par 
liament. 

On the thirtieth of May the king 
put an end to the fetlion by a fpeech 
from the throne. He applauded 
the «afiduiy of parliament, asd 
thanked them for their proofs of 
affection tor him, his family and 
government. He ipoke ot the ges 
neral tranquility of Europe, and 
lamented the ditfenfions which um 
happily prevailed anong the fate 
ot the United Provinces. He re 
flected with peculiar pleature on the 
meatures they had taken, with m 
gard to the reduction of the nm 
uional debt, the treaty of navigation 
and commerce with the moft chrit 
tian king, and the fimplifying tbe 
accounts in the various branches of 
the revenue, 
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In the Year 1787. 




















PRINCIPAL OCCURRENCES 


In the Year 1787. 


JANUARY. 


t. Homas Grenville, a blind 

man, has lately prefented 
to the Society for the encourage- 
ment of arts, manufactures, and 
commerce, the defcription of an ap- 
paratus tor enabling blind perfons 
to perform em in arithmetic 
with eafe and cclerity. It is an im- 
rovement of Saunderfon’s Nume- 
rical Board; the board is perforated 
full of holes, in exact lines, hori- 
zontally and perpendicularly. The 
lines, confidered horizontally, de- 
note units, tens, hundreds, thou- 
finds, &c. reckoning from right to 
lett, as ufual. And the perpendi- 
cular lines permit the figures to be 
placed below cach other, as is ufual 
m every account. Pegs are made 
to fit thefe holes, on the head 
of each ot which pegs is printed 
the figure (number) it reprefents, 
fo as that, to a perfon who has the 
ufe of ficht the account can be feen 
at once. The figures are diltin- 
guitked by the blind perfon, by 
means of certain pins placed in the 
heads of thefe pegs. Between the 
rows of holes for thefe pegs are rows 
of fmaller holes adapted to receive 
the bent ends of {mall Wires, which 
pertorm the part of lines, placed 
either horizontally or perpendicu- 
larly, as is neceflary for any arith- 
metical operation. ‘The box is form- 
ed into proper divifions for hold- 
img the peys and wires, and is doubt- 
lets a moft ufeful apparatus for 
thofe to whom it was intended to 





affit; for there can be no doubt but 
that any blind perfon, with a little 
atrention, by means of this fimple 
apparatus, may perform every arith- 
metical operation that could be per- 
formed by him, if he had the ufe 
of tight. 

Florince, Dece 16. The great 
duke of Tufcany has juft iffued a 
new code of criminal laws, which 
is ordered to be obferved in ail his 
dointnions. It contifls of 119 arti- 
cles, by which capital punifhments 
are abolifhed, as having been found 
to leave too flight an impreflion on 
the minds of the people for the pre- 
vention of crimes, and more vilible 
md permanent fufferings ordained 
in their ttead, Torture is prohibit- 
ed. Confifcarions are declared un- 
jutt, as involving the innocent with 
the guilty. Proportionable penalties 
are infli¢ted tor flight offences, and 
a inore equitable mode of trial is 
eftablifhed, particularly with regard 
to evidence. 

Soon after the publication of this 
new code, a man condemned to the 
gallies for a mot inhuman murder, 
endeavoured to perfuade the come 
panion to whom he was chained, to 
efcape with him; but, upon his re- 
fufal, he took an opportunity of 
picking up a large (lone, with which, 
notwithttandiog his chains, he maf- 
facred his companion, in the pre- 
fence of the guard, So horrible a 
decd, urder tuch circumftances, al- 
moft overcame the great duke’s hu- 
mane temper. He unmediately or- 
dered a gallows to be erected in the 
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moft public part of Pila; buc his 


imperial highnefs countermanded 
the order for bis execution, and the 
criminal. was feptenced to a more 
excruciating and lating punifhment, 
thar of being immured between four 
walls, where, al moft unablg to move, 
he muft end his life in the utmoft 
mifery, Asa more flagrant offence 
éan fearcely be committed, puifh- 
ments by death are not expected to 
be revived ih this country. 

Lond. Gam. 
- “y, Advices from Mentz, mention, 
that the prince elecior has made a 
new criminal regulation refpecting 
prifoners, in which, the chaining 
them down or uling fetters is torally 
forbidden. His electoral highnets has 
alfo regulated the culprits as to air, 
diet, and exercile; in which he has 
adopted the plan drawn up by Mr. 
Howard. All delinquents, by the 
above ordunnance, are to be tried 
within eight davs after their com- 
mitment. Sve p. 14. 

Edinburgh, ‘Jax. 4. A few days 
ago arrived in this eity from his 
Northern tour, the truly patrictic 
Mr. Knoy. 

The accounts he brings of the fi- 
tuation of the people inthe Highlands 
are extremely diftrefling, fome thou- 
finds of whom are quite impatient to 
quit their native country and embark 
for the de‘arts of North America. 
Her prefen:s fome of the reatons ot 
thefe poor peope wanting to ihitt 
the fcene to be, the almoft general 
failure of their crops ; the high 
duty on coals, In many paris, there 
being fuch a fcarcity of wood or 
peat, that the people pare the fur- 
face ot the earth for fuel, (which 
nature meant to produce the means 
of their fubfifence), and the want 
of falt, a fad fource cf calamity to 
thofe unhappy people, as it renders 
their fiflierices unprottable, and their 
laves puferable ; tor, having nothing 
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to fubfift on all the year but 
fluxes and various other diforders 
carry off numbers. 

On Saturday the 6th inflant, be 
tween ten and eleven in the fore, 
noon, a fhock of an earthquake 
was felt inthe parifhes of Campg 
and Strathblane, about ten mile 
north of Gslafgow, At Woodhead, 
in Campfie, a burn on which there 
is a mill, became dry in fever! 
places for a fhort fpace. At De, 
trick Green, in the parith of Strath. 
blane, a gentleman who was in the 
fields, and who had refided many 
years in Jamaica, heard a ruthine 
noife precede the fhock, which be 
thought came in a direction from 
the fouth eaft. He likewife obfery. 
ed the hedges to be agitated, 4s if 
a fudden gutt of wind had affefed 
them, thouch ir was then flill, At 
Nethertown, in the fame parith, the 
fhock was more fenfibly feit, and 
the people were fo alarmed as to 
ruth out to the fieids, their houfes 
fhook fo. Many other people felt 
the thock ; and, in different houfes, 
doors that had been locked were 
thrown open ; china difhes and bot 
tles } noled “by liriking araintt one 
another. The horfes ina plough 
thar was at work ftood til with 
fear. ‘The thock was likewife felt 
in the parifhes of New Kilpatnck, 
Killearn, and Fintray. 

13. Accounts from Williams 
burch, in Virginia, mention, that 
Mr. Maddifon, a young member of 
the Atlembly there, a thort time 
avo had the fpirit and humanity to 
propofe a generat emancipation 
the nevro flaves in that province, 10 
commence at the beginning of this 
year. Mr. Jefferfon’s abtence # 
Paris, and the firuation of Mr. 


Whythee, as one of the judges o 
the ftate, which prevented ther 
from lending their, powertul tup 
port, oecalioned it to mifcarry 
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the moment, but there is every rea- 
fon to fuppofe that the propolition 
will be fuccefsfully renewed : as it 
is, the aflembly have patled a law, 
declaring that there fhall- be no 
more flaves in the republic, but 
thofe exiting the firit day of the 
feifon of 1735-%, and the defcend- 
ants of female flaves. Pats 
14. The order ot Ste Patrick is 
in future, by an additional tlatute 
jut made by order of his majetty, 
to confit ot fixtecn knights com- 
panions, befides fuch of the royal 
tamily as may be members thereof. 
Drefien, Dec. 20. Lotles by fire 
having been very fre juent in this 
country, and the fuiierers hitherto 
indemnified in part out of the pub- 
lic revenues, a new regulation is 
enacted, to take place from the rit 
of january next, by which every 
p oprictor of a houfe throughout 
this electorate is to enter itin a pub- 
lic regifter, at a valuacion fixed by 
himiclf. The lofles by fire are to 
be computed every ix months, and 
an equivalent fum collected trom 
the whole of the proprietors, in 
proportion to their property as re- 
gifléred, which is to be applied to 
the individual futferers, according 
to the valuation contained in the 
regifter, This rule will naturally 
induce the proprietors to deliver in 
a fair valuation of their property. 
Lond Gaz 
Paris, Jan. 1. The experiment 
of the incombuftible paticboards 
was made the gth ult. at Berlin, in 
the prefence of duke Frederick of 
Brunfwick, and feveral perfons ot 
diftinction, The inventor of this 
compolition is Dr. Arfird, a native 
ot Saxony. A {fmall building, 
which had been conftruécted of wood 
for the purpofe, was lined with this 
pateboard, and filled with combuf- 
tible wratter, Notwithitanding a 


tire that burned mott violently, the 
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houfe was not in the leat damaged: 
This board refifts likewife the damp- 
nefs of theair, It is publickly fold 
for a fhilling and a half, Swed th 
money, ¢very fquare ell theet. 

Some blind children, educated 
and fupported by a philanthropic 
fociety at Paris, have lately been 
prefented to the king and queen at 
Veriailles; and exhibited, in the 
royal prefence great knowledge of 
feveral arts: Some of them difvto- 
vered the greateit facility in the va- 
rious branches of pri: ting and 
book-binding, &c. others gave the 
moit evident proofs of the fuccefs 
of their applications to ceagraphy, 
arithmetical, and mathematical eal- 
culations. ‘Their mafettics exprefled 
the higheft fati-taction at their ef- 
torts, and fpoke in verv hich terms 
of commendation ot the gentleman, 
who, by exemplary diligence and 
induitry, has retlored fo many mém- 

ers to fociety. 

16, Cn the rath of November, 
prince William Henry arrived at St. 
Vincent’s in the Pegafus, and the 
next day was waited on by the coun- 
cil and aflembly, who prefented to 
him a congratulatory addrefs on his 
arrival, His royal highnefs re- 
ceived them very gractoutly, and 
honoured them with his company 
to dinner at Carty’s tavern. Inthe 
evening there was a ball, anda very 
numerous and {plendid appearance 
of ladies, at which his royal high- 
nefs danced two country dances. 

Several Carib chiets were intro- 
duced to the prince, who was pleaf- 
ed to make a prefent of a fword, and 
two mutkets with the new invented 
{pring bayonets, to the principal 
ones, and a fur of moncy to be 
diftiibuted among the whole. ‘The 
Caribs in return prefented the prince 
with feveral bows and arrows, and 
other articles. 

17. Two thips, having on board 
(A) 3 aa 
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fis many of thofe ple as could 
be colleéted, failed from Gravef- 
end on ‘Tuefday laft, with a fair 
wind, for Sierra Leona, on the 
coaft of Africa, where they are to 
be landed, in order ta form the 1n- 
tended new fetthement. (See Vol. 
FIL. p- 50+) 

18. At the clofe of the feffions at 
the Old Bailey, which began on the 
roth infant, nineteen convicts re- 
ecived fentence of death. Af- 
ter which, Samuel Burt, convict- 
ed fome months before of forgery, 
(See Fol. V1l. p. 44) was put to the 
bar, and informed, that his ma- 
jelly, in his royal clemency, had 
been gracioufly pleafed to extend 
his mercy to him, upon condition 
that he fhould be tranfported dur- 
ing his natural life. The prifoner 
bowed refpectfully to the court, and 
immediately addrefled the recorder 
with his ** moft humble and un- 
feigned thanks for the kindnefs and 
humanity of the recorder, the flic- 
rifts, sabe other gentlemen who 
had interefted themfelves in his fa- 
vour, and had fo etfectually repre- 
fented his unhappy cafe to the 
throne, that his majefty, whofe hu- 
manity could only be equalled by 
his love of virtue, had extended 
his mercy; but however flatrering 
the profpect ot preferving lite might 
be to a man ina different fituation ; 
vet he, now that he was funk and 
degraded in fociety, was totaily in- 
fenfible of the bletling. Lifewas no 
longer an object with him, as it was 
utterly impoflible thar he could be 
joined in union with the perton that 
Was dearer to him than life irfelf. 
L nder fuch circumttances, although 
he was truly fentible ot his majeiiy’s 
goodnefs and clemency, yet he mutt 
potitively devline the terms offered 
to him;. preferring death to the 
prolongation of a hfe which could 
not be otherwile than truly miler. 


. 
~ 
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able.” The whole court was ago, 
nithed at this addrefs; and after 
confultation, Mr. Recorder remand. 
ed the prifoner back to the gaol, 9 
be brought up again the firit day of 
next feilion. 

25¢ On Tuefday lord George 
Gordon appeared in the court 
king’s-bench, and flated to the 
judges, that he had received a fum. 
mons from the folicitor of the trea. 
fury to appear perfonally in coup, 
on ‘Tuefday next after the octave of 
St. Hilary, to antwer to an infyr. 
mation to be exhibited againtt him 
on the king’s behalf, for certain 
crimes and mifdemeanours, Hs 
lordfhip faid, that he had hooked 
into the popifh calendars, and thof 
fort of books, to fee what an odtare 
meant; and that he found it wa 
eight days from the celebration of 
the fealt of the faint ; that he had 
come himfelf, becaufe he was de. 
fired perfonally to appear, and did 
not intend to be at any expence, or 
to employ any folicitor or counfel; 
his reafon for which was, that one 
learned gentleman, who had for 
merly aflerted his innocence, fr 
Lloyd Kenyon, was raifed (he was 
glad to fe it) toa very high five 
tion; and of the affittance of the 
other (Mr. Erfkine) he was deprir- 
wd, he having been retained againt 
hint fome time ago. The court im 
tormed lord George ot the courle 
he mutt purfue; namely, to plead 
im the crown office ; and that then 
he would have regular notice © 
prepare for trial; upon which he 
retired.—The intormation was a 
the fuit of the French ambaflador, 
for a libellous publication againt 
the court of France. 

On Wednefday, at the rifing of 
the court, lord George appeared 
within the bar, with Blacktlone’s 
Commentaries tied up in a handker 
chief. He faid, chat the attorney- 
general 
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general had filed an information 
ceainit him, which blended the di- 
deact and different informations Qui 
Tam and by the matter of the crown 
office, as the judges would perceive, 
by recurring to the doctrines con- 
tained in their good and worthy bro- 
ther Blackltone. [Here the bar was 
feized with a mufcular affection. ] 
His lordfhip turned round, and told 
them, they were ignorant of this 
ditinction, becaufe it had originated 
in bad times; and that the only 
apology which could be made for 
the attorney general was, that he 
was equally incompetent en the 
fubiect. His lordibip continued, 
that he did not chufe to join iffue 
with the attorney general, until he 
had communed with the court, for 
that he was onus et legalis homo, and 
entitled to all the privileges of other 
(ubjects, notewithfand-ng he was ex- 
communicated. ~The court told him, 
that the firft itep was to appear. 
He replied that he had appeared 
yellerday. The court then begged 
his attehtion ; and told him, that 
the appearance muft be filed; that 
then he might cither move to quath, 
or might demur to the information, 
it it were defective on the face of 
it; or he might plead to it, and fo 
come to trial. 

Vienna, Jan. 2. His Imperial 
majeity has forbidden to infert, in fu- 
ture, in any prayer or other church- 
hooks, the grant of indulgences ap- 
plicable to the delivery of fouls from 
Purgatory. Other indulgences are 
not to be made public, without the 
grant of fuch pardons being previ- 
outly approved by the bithop of the 
diocefe, certifying that the papal 
brief, granting the fame, hath been 
examined and acknowledged as le- 
gal. 

Brafel, Fan. 20. The emperor 
as abolifled the court drefies hi- 
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court; and alfo the cuftom of kiff- 
ing the hands of the fovereign and 
the royal fam ly, and all kinds of 
bending of the knee and kneeling 
down, his majefty looking upon the 
latter as only due to the Deity. 
Paris, Jan.25. The king has 
publifhed a circular letter, addrefled 
to fuch of his opulent fubjécts as 
protefs themfclves friends to their 
country and humanity, inviting them 
to contribute towards the expence 
of erecting four hofpitals in the 
city of Paris. Such as fubferibe 
10,000 livres, will have their names 
engraved upon a brafs plate, asa 
teitimony to future generations that 
there were people of philanthropic 
minds, who delighted in eftablith- 
ing an afylum for the reception of 
the unfortunate. ‘The fovercign, 
and his augutt family, propo‘e to 
contribute liberally towards the four 
hofpitals. There is doub:lefs great 
merit in imitating the condu¢t of 
the Englith, through whofe patri- 
otic fub{criprions great numbers of 
ufeful and benevolent eftablifiments 
have been formed in all parts ot the 
country of that philofophic people. 
27. Yefterday lord George Gor- 
don appeared in the court of king’s 
bench, and informed the court, that 
he had an objection to ftate to a 
procefs which had been ferved upon 
him. Mr. juftice Buller informed 
him that he interrupted the bufinefs 
of the court. Lord George an- 
fwered, he was counfel for himfelf, 
and was as much intitled to be heard 
as any king’s countfel. Mr, juftice 
Buller rephed, that the attorney 
general could not be heard out of 
his turn. Upon this information 
lord George ttepped within the bar 
and took a feat between Mr. Beare 
croft and Mr. Cooper. The coure 
having heard the motions of the 
king’s counfel, called on lord 
George, who arolfe and fuid, that 
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the nature of the bufinefs he had to 
ftate to their lordfhips would render 
an apology tor the interruption he 
had given totally unneceflary. There 
was a misnomer, Or at leaft, a want 
of proper addition to the name in- 
ferted in a procefs ferved upon him, 
of which he did not intend to take 
advantage; cither by moving in a- 
batement, or availing ‘himfelt of a 
dilatory plea; for he wifhed to ac- 
celerate his trial, and prove his in- 
nocence as foon as poliible. © For 
this reafon he came forward to cor- 
rect the court, by pointing out the 
error in their procefs. This pro- 
cefs was directed to ** George Gor- 
don,” without any addition what- 
ever, which was an error; the other 
names were properly defcribed, the 
chief juftice had his ityie of William 
ear) Mansfield, and Richard Pepper 
Arden was denominated an e/quire. 
He had as good a right to the addi- 
tiens to his name, as either of thefe, 
or even George Guelph himielf. 
This procefs did not defcribe him ; 
it ordered George Gordon to appear 
in court, but did not fay, whether 
the George Gordon funmoned was 
the right honourable lord Georce 
Gorden, George Gordon, knight, 
efquire, or yeoman. He knew tour 
lord George Gordons,—which of 
them did this procefs mean? He 
knew above a hundred gentlemen of 
the fame name, towhich of them was 
this pr: cefs directed 2 For thefe rea- 
fons he called upon the court to 
c. sreét their procets, which he 
knew was wrong, having as com- 
petent a knowledge in ihe bulinefs 
as any man in court. ‘Ihe court 
inforined the noble lord, that in the 
prefenr ftate of the butinefs, the ad- 
dition was unneceflury, but that in 
cafe of procels of outlawrv, then 
the additions would be efiential ro 
the proceeding. Lord Georce rote 
and faid, that unlei the court called 
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additions, he would not anfiye 
and bowing refpectfully to the 
beach and bar, retired, 

29. Op ‘Tuefday lait came on tp 
trial in the court of exchequer, » 
© ae . ’ 
Edinburgh, a profecution of his ms. 
jetty’s advocate general, againit g 
merchant in Leith, for attempting 
to give a bribe of sl. to Mr, Ca. 

bet, fupervitor of excife, and 
furveyor of Lorrowllounnefs, with 
a view to feduce him from the 
per execution of his duty, and t 
fhew him tavour at the expence of 
the revenue, The facts being clear. 
ly proved, and the intention equally 
evident, the jury tound a verdit 
for the plaintiff on the fecond coun 
of the information, for the penalty 
of sol. 

30. Atacourt of aldermen thanks 
were voted to fir James Sanderfon 
and Brook Watton, efq. late the. 
riffs, for the great regularity pre. 
ferved in the guols of the city, and 
tor the return of prifoners prefent: 
ed to the court in October lait.. The 
court reconimended it to the fue 
ceeding fheriffs to make outa lke 
return at the expiration of each 
theriftalry. 


FEBRUARY. 


1. Lord George Gordon made 
another appearance in the court @ 
kine’s bench, and took the fame 
exceptions to the fecond fummmons 
as he had to the firft. He was m 
terrvupted by Mr. Baldwin, who 
fubmitted to the court, that he 
lordiiip oucht firit to appear, before 
he could be heard. Lord George 
defired he would xf bis epety ad 
‘wdee avbether he a a - 1 appears The 


‘court then told him, that tormally, 


it was necefury that his appearance 
fhould be recorded ; and his lord- 
fhip faying, that he meant to meet 
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the charge regularly and “airly, the 
mailer was ordered to record his 
appearance to the informtion, 
fhe information was thea read, 
chargiag him with inferting a libel 
sa the ublic Advertifer of the 22d 
and 2gth of Augutt, on the queen 
ot France, refpecting the «ffair of 
count Cagliotro, with which in- 
formation his lordfhip was charged 
by the clerk of the crown, and on 
being atked whether he was guilty 
or not guilty, he attempted to fhow 
the court, that a con/fejien ought 
not to be reeorded, and produced 
fume cate of adulte:y. ‘The atcor- 
ney-general rofe, and candidly fub- 
mvted to the court, that as his lord- 
flip had voluntarily appeared, he 
was entirled to an imparlance to 
plead all next term, and his lord. 
thip making no objection to it, it 
was granted ac cordingly. 

4. Lhe rev. Dr. Prevolt, of New 


York, and the rev, Dr. White, of 


Philadelphia, were confecrated bi- 
ttops in the chapel ot Laimbcth- 
houfe, by the archbifhop of Can- 
terbury, atlited by the archbilh. p 
of York, aud the bif.ops of Bath 
and Wells and of Peterborough. 
The new bilhops were addreffed by 
the tyle ot bilhop of New York, 
and buhop of Philadelphia; and 
having, with the reit ot the com- 
psay preient, been elegantly enter- 
tuned by his grace, took their 
leaves, in order the next day to 
proceed on their voyage to America. 

Birmnsham, Feb. 1. Sat erday, 
@t the conclution of the play in the 
new theatre, at Staflord, a plank, 
which jupported the gal'ery vave 
Way, and the whole, with a great 
crowd of people, came down upon 
thote in the bowes. The flvieks 
trom ali fides of the houte were in 
a tew minutes redoubled by the ery 
ot fre, and a dreadful fcene of con- 
fulion enfued, 
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extinguifhed. The theatre bein 
remarkally full. fome time elapfed 
before the maimed and wounded 
could be taken out. Many were 
bruifed flightly, fome were fhock- 
ingly hurt, and one perfon lott her 
life, viz. Mrs. Wife, wife of Mr, 
Jubn Wife, late mayor of that bo- 
rough. 

3. There has been found in a Bee 
nedictine monattery lately fupprefled 
by the emperor in Hungary, the 
amazing quantity of 95,000 tons 
of wine, and a cheft containing a 
quantity of ingots and a number 
of diamonds. This will be A pro- 
pos for the 927 new parifhes lately 
erected, to whom this treafure is 
ordered to be diflributed. 

The ceiebrated Mr. Howard, 
during bis ftay at Vienna, had the 
honour of a very long interview 
with the emperor, in which he free- 
lv laid betore h’s mojeity the ftate 
ot the prifons and hofpitals in his 
dominions. He told the emperor, 
that he had found fuch alterations 
had taken place fince his happy ad- 
miniftration as did him great ho- 
nour; but that there were yet fome 
defects that wanted his further at- 
tention. H's majefty was much fa- 
tisfted with the ideas of this worthy 
friend to human nature. tn fhort, 
it was difficult to fay on which fide 
philanthropy fhone with moft huf- 
tre. Thofe who fpeak truth 
merit praite : but a prince who will 
hiten to it with acknowledement, 
and who even fecks it, merits the 
love of all mankind. 

6. ‘The prince of Wales was ini- 
tiated into the myfterics of Free 
Mafonry, at the Star and Garter, 
Pall Mali. The duke of Cumber- 
land as grand maller, the duke of 
Norfolk, the duke of Manchefter, 
and feveral orber noblemen of that 
refpectable order, ailitted at the cee 
reinony. 


i 8. Lhe 
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8. The contempt for which Mr. 
Bowes was committed to the king’s 
bench was taken off, at the inftance 
of Mr. Erfkine. It had beer pre- 
vioufly argued before the matter ot 
the crown office, who reported that 
Mr. Bowes had not been guilty ot 
the contempt, and he was accord- 
ingly ordered to be dilcharged. 

13. Yefterday lord George ap- 

ared again in the court of king’s 

nch, and addrefled the judges, 
faying, he was harraffed with an- 
other vexatious writ of information 
and fuggeition, exhibited againtt 
him by the attorney general, who 
had commanded him to appear in 
perfon before the judges, as he then 
did, to anfwer all the trefpafles, &c. 
whereof he ftood impeached. Lord 
George then ftated to the judges 
that there was a mifnomer alfo in 
this third writ. The firft trom the 
Octave of St. Hilary had mifnamed 
him * George Gordon,” without 
any additional titles; the fecond 
writ had mifmamed him “ George 
Gordon, efq.”’ equally deficient ; 
and the third for the Octave of the 
Puritication of the Blefled Virgin 
Mary, on which he then attended, 
mifnamed him ** George Gordon, 
late of London, efq. He did not 
know what reafons could induce the 
court to {port ip this manner with 
his lawful name and titles, which 
he had not affumed or taken up, but 
which had devolved to him on his 
birth, as hereditary right; how- 
ever, he did not intend to go into 
the pleas on mifnomers ; here he 
he wus interrupted by a young 
countellor behind the bar, on the 
part of the crown, (the attorney- 
general not attending,) who faid 
the court ought to infitt on his lord- 
fhip’s declaring whether he appeared 
er wot before they liftened to him. 
Lord George defired him to hold his 
tongue ull it was his time to fpeak, 
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and not pretend to point Out pro. 
priety to the judges, and interry 
their attention from what he was 
faying. The judges would 
him themfelves, if he trantgrefied 
the bounds of the detendant, He 
was not going to put in any pleas 
of delay ; he only {poke up for the 
honour and regularity. of the pro. 
ceeding of the king’s bench, and 
withed nothing more than to bri 
the plaintiff to ftand trial without 
any flaws or legal impediment, 
[Here the clerk read the informa. 
tion and fuggeftion, very long, of 
feveral counts relative to the expe. 
dition to Botany Bay }. Lord George 
Gordon was then afked by the 
clerk, if he was guilty or not guil. 
ty ? but the court ordered this in. 
formation alfu to be put off till next 
term. 

17. The excellent Mr. Howard, 
who has juft returned to his native 
country, has inferted the followiog 
letter in all the public prints ; 
TotheSubfcribers for erecting aSta- 

tue, &c. to Mr. Howarp. 
‘My Lords and Gentlemen, 

«+ You are entitled to all the gra. 
tiiude I can exprefs for the teili- 
mony of approbation you have in- 
tended me, and I am truly fenfible 
of the honour done me; but at the 
fame time you mutt permit me to 
inform you, that I cannot, without 
violating all my feelings, confentto 
it, and that the execution of your 
detign would be a cruel punifhment 
to me. It is therefore my carne 
requeft that thofe friends who with 
my happinels and future comfort 
in life, would withdraw their names 
from the fubfeription, and that the 
execution of your detign may be 
laid afide for ever. 

‘¢T fhall always think the re 
forms now going on in feveral of 
the gaols of this kingdom, and 


which I hope will become -— 
the 
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the greateft honour and the mott 
ample reward I can pollibly _re- 
cere. ‘ 

«I mut further inform you, 
that I cannot permit the fund, which 
in my abfence, and without my 
confent, hath been called the How- 
ardian tund, to go in future by that 
name ; and that I will have no con- 
cern in the difpofal of the maney 
{ubfcribed ; my fituation, and va- 
rious purfuits rendering it impoffi- 
ble for me to pay any attention to 
fuch a general plan, which can 
only be carried into due effect in 
particular diffricts, by a conftant 
attention and a conflant refidence. 

lam, 
My Loids and Gentlemen, 

Your obliged and taithful humble 

fervant, 
London, Feb. 16. Joun Howarpn.” 

27. An important queflion of 
marriage, ON an appeal from the 
court of fetlion in Scotland, was 
determined on Weenefday in the 
houfe of lords. 

Mr. Robertfon, a merchant, who 
was the appellant, had paid his ad- 
drefles, in 1769, to Helen Inglis, 
the refpondent, a chambermaid. 
Mis Inglis fays, that Mr. Robert- 
fon declared his pailion in the moft 
tender and refpectful terms, affur- 
ig her that he was utterly indif- 
ferent to the inequatiry of their 
conJinion, or the ettunation of the 
world; that his warmeft defire was 
to have ber tur lis wite, but chat st 
would be necetlary for fone time to 
dflemble their connection, lett it 
fhould give offence to his futher and 
mother, with whom he then lived 
On this the lidy candidly acknow- 
sedged that the then yiclded, and 
they became hufband and wite by 
mutual declarations of confent, with- 
Cu anv ceremony. Mr, Robertfon 
toox Mits Inglis from her fervice, 
and put her under the care of a go- 
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vernefs, that fhe might be better 
qualified to be his companion. He 
built a houfe for her, and provided: 
her with furniture, clothes, and all 
the paraphernalia of a married lady 
and behaved to her with the mot 
fingular attention and tendernefs, 
writing letters to her in the mott 
affectionate terms, ityling her his 
deareft wife, and fubferibing hime 
felf her loving hufband. They 
continued in this amicable footia 
till 1783, wheo Mr. Robertfon 
formed a defign of marrying a Mifs 
Brown, which they folemnized by 
a procefs of matrimony peculiar to 
Scotland, namely, by going to bed 
together, and taking a protett in the 
hands of a public notary, that they 
were married perfons.—On this 
Mifs Inglis commenced her fuit a» 
gainft Mr. Robertfon, in which 
fhe infifts again(tt him for decla- 
ration of marriage and adherence, 
and produced miny letrers from 
him, wherein he fubfcribes him- 
felf her loving hufband. To 
this Mr. Robertion pleaded, that 
none of the letters contained any 
acknowledgment of a paft marriage, 
and that they were conflantly ad- 
defied to the refpondent by her mai- 
den name. That when thefe letters 
were written he was very young, 
and had but recently returned from 
Holland, where he had been edu-, 
cated, and where proclamation of 
banns is cflential to marriage, and 
where of courfe concubinage is co- 
vered with the decent name of huf- 
band and wife—That he ufed thofe 
appellations as mere terms of blan- 
dithment—as the whifpers of a lo- 
ver in his miftrefs’s chamber—the 
only object of them was to appoint 
meetings, and-that they were whol- 
ly inadequate to eftablifh the im- 
portant relation of huftband and 
wife. The court in Scotland, how- 
eve:, found the marriageawith Mifs 
Inglis 
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Inglis eflablithed, which the deci- 
fon of the huufe of lords has con- 
firmed, 


MARCH. 


2. The feffions ended at the Old 
Bailey, when twenty-lix prifoners 
received fentence of death. Among 
thefe was Elizabeth Sedgwick, 
eonvicted of fetting fire to two barns 
and one ftable, belonging to her 
mafter, Mr. John Taylor, at Felt- 
ham Hill, Middlefex. On her tri- 
al, it appeared, that on Sundey 
the 1oth of December, about halt 

it four, the thaw-barn .near the 
Poufe was difcovered to be on fire, 
The notice was firft given by the 
prifoner, who had jutt returned in- 
to the houfe, by her remarking, 
that there was a man with a candie 
and lanthorn in the yard. The 
profecvtor going to the window, 
diftovered a great light, and run- 
ning down flairs found the barn on 
fire. It wasextinguifhed, however, 
by the athitance of his neighbours, 
but not until the barn, with its 
contents, had been entirely dettroy- 
ed, On the following Sunday, 
about the fame hour, as Mr. ‘Tay- 
lor and his wite were fitting at tca, 
they ob‘erved a great light before 
the houfe ; and it was found that 
another barn was on fire ; and betore 
this fecond fire was extinguithed, 
the barn, with its out-houles, a iia 
ble, with fix horfes, aud his farin 
ing utenfils, were deflroyed, and the 
dwelliog houfewith dithiculty faved. 

An indictment was preterred a- 
gaint a man in the neighbourhoo!, 
of the name of Hankin, merely on 
account of fome unguarded expref- 
fions; but no circumilances§ of 

root being adduced, the grand jur 
ignored the bill. The prifoner at 
length became ar object ot fulpi. 
cion, principally on account of he. 


~~ 


being fecn to wear a cloak, 
kerchiet, &c. which the had de, 
clared to have been lof in the § 
She was taken before Mr, Tayle, 
on Sunday, January the 1 sth, wh. 
fhe lodged examinations apsink 
Winden and Goring, as per 
tors ot the fact; but en her re 
mination, fhe retracted this declara. 
tion, which appeared to have bees 
made on account of a previous quar. 
rel with the tormer. 

The examinations which contain. 
ed her conteilions being read . 
court, it appeared from them, thy 
the firft fire was merely accidental. 
as fhe had then gone into the bara 
to examine the hens, and that, og 
reaching to the beams en which 
they roofted, fhe had fallen op the 
ftraw, and as fhe thought put oy 
the candle, and difcovering the 
flames, on her return to the houf, 
had invented an excufe, by pre- 
tending to fee a man in the yard 
wigh a lanthorn. 

But the remaining .part of her 
conteilion was perhips the mot er 
traordinary that ever marked the 
waywardnefs of the human mid, 
She faid, that on Sunday, the rth 
of January, the day ot the fecond 
fire, as fhe was making the toatt for 
tev, the thought itruck her that the 
would go out, and fet the other 
barn on fire; and that, when het 
butinefs was done, fhe had taken eut 
a candle and candleiticky and pled 
them in fuch a fitustion as to effett 
her itrange purpofe in a few m- 
nutes. 

She declared that fhe did this 
without any motive whatfoever, and 
no motive could in fact be ailigned 
but that of abfolute iz/anity, or im 
veterate re/eatment; but, on a find 
examination of the evidence, it ap 
peared, that fhe had never givea 
the fmalleit occafion to doubt the 
funity of her intellects, and ~ 

at 











far was fhe from being difpleafed 

with her matter or mittrets, that fhe 

always {poke of them in terms of 
the higheft praife. 

At this fefiions, Samuel Burt, a 
capital convict, to whom his ma- 
wity had been pleated to grant a 

rdon, on condiion of tranipor- 
tation for life to New South Wales, 
which at the laft feilions he refuted, 
was fet to the bar, and the pardon 
again readto him. He made a very 
modeft and fentible apology tor hav- 
ing contemned his majeily’s great 
goodneis to him, he then defiring 
to die; but now he mott thankfully 
embraced the fame, only withing to 
be united to a beloved object, in 
defpait for whom he had commit- 
ted the fact which brought on all 
his troubles. 

[ The young svoman allucded to bere hue 
manely confented to marry this une 
hat py man; but fhe died before the 
mart lage could take effect. | Sec 
p. O. 

s. Among the focicties on the 
continent littke known, but of in- 
erealing reputation, is the Qecono- 
mical Society at Madrid. ‘The Spa- 
nif nation is emerging from its 
indolence : they are becoming good 
chemils, good philofophers, good 
phylicians, and good patriots. ‘This 
truly patriotic inilitution propofes 
tor the firit diftribution of the prizes 
1787, onthe day of St. Iidore, 
fo rev ard with a prize of 2,250 rials 
(a rial at Madrid is equal in value 
toabout (d.), the belt memoir on 
the following quettion : “ What is 
the true {pirit of a legiflation fa- 
vourable to agriculture, induftry, 
arts, andthe commerce of a great 
hingdom.”? The author is expected 
- apply bis opinion to the ditferent 
enimates, productions, and the man- 
ders of their inhabitants. boreign- 
*rs are admitred among the candies 
Gates; und diflertations may be 
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written either in Spanifh, French, 
Englith, Portuguefe, or Latin. 

6. Advices are received at the In- 
dia-Houfe, of the fate arrival of earl 
Cornwallis at Calcutta, on the rath 
of September. (See Kol. ¥7/. pe 10.) 
He was received with the fronyet 
marks of regard by all ranks, both 
natives and Kuropeans. 

Thefe advices likewife brought 
the following account of the lofs of 
the Severn packet, This thip pros 
ceeded on her voyage on Fiiday the 
ift of September, and on Saturday 
the oth, had got a little below In- 
gelee, when it fell calm: upon this, 
the current being very iirong, the 
{mall bower-anchor was let go, in 
four fathom water; but fhe parted 
her cable almotl immediately ; the 
beit bower-anchor was then let go, 
which fhe likewile parted ; the fheet» 
anchor was next let go, in two fa- 
thom water: however, by thie 
time, they found fhe was on a fand- 
bank ; they had hopes, notwith- 
fianding, that the return of tide 
would carry her off, on which ac- 
count no body attempted to get on 
fhore, which they could then have 
cafily eflected. When the tide ree 
turned, there was a very heavy 
fwell, and much wind, which ren- 
dered ineffectual all their endeavours 
to get her clear off the bank. She 
lay in this fituation from twelve 
o’clock, A. M. till about fix in the 
evening, when the iirength of the 
tide threw her on her broadfide, in 
which ftate fhe lay about an hour 
and a half, when fhe fplit. Betore 
ihe went to pieces, the lone boat 
was hoiiled out, and Mrs. Moore, 
Mrs. Lacey, and the other paflen- 
vers got into it; but by the contu. 
fion that enfued, in numbers endea- 
vouring to leap into the bout, fhe 
was funk along-fide. 

The following is a lift of the offi 
cers and paficngers lott: captain 


Kidd ; 
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Kidd; Mr. Schobie, chief officer ; 
Mrs. Moore, Mrs. Lacey, major 
Adderley, enfign fir Richard Cox, 
Mr. Ryon, Mr. Dunn, and Mr. 
Friend, one of the company’s pi- 
lois. There were about fitty-five 

ople on board, only fourteen of 
whom arefaved. 

Vienna, Feb. 14. Jofeph de Pfeil- 
heim died the 30th of laft month at 
Clagenfurt. He was diilinguifhed 
through life for his humanity to the 
poor, for whofe relief he appro- 
priated, during the laft ten years, 
the interett of 50,000 florins. 

John Pengs, a farmer, died lately 
at a village near Piritz, in Pome- 
rania. He was borne to his grave 
on fheaves of corn, according to 
his own detire; anda fpade, plough- 
fhare, and hedging-bill, were placed 
on his coffin. He had cultivated 
upwards of two thoufand acres of 
land. He had had twenty-five chil- 
dren, and fuch as lived he taught to 
be as induilrious as himfelf. He pof- 
feiled a chearful difpofition, the 
happy effect of a peacetul mind; 
and his memory was the faithful 
depofitory of remarks, fhrewd, fen- 
fible, and ingenious, which he had 
made during a long courfe of years. 

Vienna, Feb. 17. The new cri- 
minal code inflicts upon offenders 
only one mode of death, which ts 
hanging. Treafon and rebellion 
will be punifhed with the confitcati- 
on of efle&s, and perpetual imprifon- 
ment, and im fome caics with death. 
Fetters and perpetual imprifenment 
will be the punifhment of fuch as 
kill others in ducls. Blafphemers 
will be confined in the hofpital for 
the reception of lunatics. The 
other punifliments denounced, are 
thofe of beinz fettered and labour- 
ing at the public works, whipping, 
being expofed on the pillory, brand- 
ed, &c. Sve ps 3. 

Naples, Fee. gq. Yellerday, at a 
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concert before the royal famil 
celebrated D. Saveria Savilla, 
known for his wonderfy| 
powers, being in the act of fine: 
a moft charming air, which Was 
honoured with profound atteng 
expired inilantancoufly without M 
groan, in one of the mot ex uli. 
litely beautiful-paflages of the four, 

Rome, Feb. 10. The Pope has 
ordered the fuppreffion of a conver 
of Clairifts, two of Benedictines, 
and fix Brotherhoods : the effets of 
thofe houfes are to be applied to 
ufeful foundations, and among the 
refit to the eiiablifhment of an hof. 
pital for the recep'ion of poor girls 
who wil be taught fome bufines, 
whereby they may get a living, 
and when they quit the houfe w 
marry, will have a portion of fony 
crowns. The above fuppreffions 
were ordered in the town of Gub 
bio, which contains only 5000 in. 
habitants, and in which there were 
22 convents. 

21. The Academy of Sciences at 
Lyons propofed in 174<, for the 
duc de Villeroy’s medal, the follow. 
ing queition — ** Whether the expe. 
riments on which fir Ifaac Newton 
eflablifhed his theory of the differ 
ent refrangibility of the rays of light 
are decifive or ilufory 7’ — Fight 
different differtations on this fubjett 
were admitted, four ot which at 
tacked the great Newton, and fotr 
defended him. ‘Two of each df 
thefe productions were much inte 
rior to the rcit, fo that the contet 
lay between the other four. The 
medal was finally adjudged to that 
which bore this motto, Simplicitas 
eapericutits Vigorque demon firatient ; 
and the dcce/fft (admiilion) to the 
paper with the following — Tantam 
NOVIMUS, Quantum Cxpe riendo didice 
mus; both in fupport of our immer 
tal countrynian. 

22, In fone late accovnts from 


Madrid, 
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Madrid, it is faid, that two Syriac 
riefis are arrived in that capital, 
and have given fuch fatistactory 
roofs of their knowledge in the 
FE aftern languages, that his Catho- 
lic majefty has charged them with 
the tranilation of the manulerjpts 
in thofe languages which make part 
of the king’s library at the palace 
of the Efcurial. ‘This news mutt 
he interefting to the learned, to 
whom little more is known, but that 
in the cruifes of don Lewis, in 
611, he fell in with two veffels 
near the port of Salee, ot which he 
made himfelf mafter : and that a- 
mong the riches they contained, 
were found a collection ef upwards 
of three thoufand volumes, treat- 
ing of phytic, philofophy, and 
matters ot religion, &c. The em- 
peror of Morocco offered 450,00c], 
to have them reftored; but Philip 
hing of Spain would never confent 
fo it. 

Dominica, Dec. 20. On the 1ith 
inftant arrived here the Pegafus, 
prince Wilham Henry, commander. 
He was accompanied by the Am- 
phion and Solebay of 32 guns each, 
and the Rattler floop of 18 guns. 
He was received by the governor, 
the legiflature, and the officers of 
the 3oth regiment, who paid him 
the higheft honours. A very cle- 
gant fupper and ball was given to 
is Toyal hivhnefs. He was alfo 
elegantly entertained by the officers 
ofthe garrifon. The aflembly and 
the merchants prefented addreffes, 
to which the prince gave very po- 
Hite aniwers, afluring them, that in 
cafe of future wars, as well from 
cuty, as from remembrance of their 
hind civilities, he would pay parti- 
cular attention to the ifland of Do- 


minica, Two French floops are juft 
arrived with the congratulations of 
the vifcount de Damas, governor 
“i Mastinico, and of the baran de 





a, fe ee he F (1s) 


Clugny, governor of Guadaloupe, 
on his royal highnefs’s arrival in 
the Welt Indies, and a requeft that 
he would favour thefe iflands with 


a vilit, 
oa ey * 


2. On Friday the claims of the 
inhabitants of St. Euttatius were 
finally argued before the privy coun- 
cil; when it was decreed, that lord 
Rodney and general Vaughan are 
to refund the money to the faid 
claimants. See Vol. VII. p. 29. 

4- On Thurfday was tried at 
Kingfton in Surry, before Mr. juf- 
tice Gould and a fpecial jury, a 
caufe of importance to the public, 
wherein ee at Taylor, affignee of 
Willkam ‘Taylor, a bankrupt, was 
plainiff; and Theodore Henry 
Broadhead, efq, late fherif of Sur- 
ry, was defendant. The cafe was, 
that in Eafter ‘Term, 1786, Mefirs. 
James, wine merchants, of Bread- 
ftreet, obtained judgment in a caufe 
againft the faid bankrupt, and fued 
out execution thereon, and took his 
ftock in trade and effects in execu- 
tion ; that three or four days after, 
a commiffion of bankfuptcy was 
taken out by the faid Robert Tay- 
lor, againft the faid bankrupt, and 
thereupon the plaintiff claimed the 
faid goods back, as being the bank- 
rupt’s property ; when, after a 
long trial, it came out in evidence, 
that the commitfion of bankruptcy 
was concerted and taken out for the 
exprefs purpofe of defeating mefirs, 
James from receiving their juft des 
mand ; and therefore the jury found 
a verdict for the defendant, to the 
fatisfaction of the whole court, by 
which decilfion meffrs. James re 
ceive the full benefit of the faid ex- 
ecution, and the commiffion of ban- 
kruptcy falls to the ground. 

g. The firtt ftone of a new 
church 
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church at Wimbledon, in Surry, 
was laid by the rev. Mr, Randal. 
Benjamin Bond Hopkins, efq. and 
maay other refpectable 1 habitants 
attended at the ceremony. The 
contributions have been very hand- 
fome —among it the large ft of which 
flands the name of Mr, Levi, the Jew, 
who, much to his honour, forgetting 
the difinétions of religion, contri- 
buted one hundred pounds to the 
building of a Chriftian church. 

Ferliy, March iy. Yeflerday I 
po a ride to St. Owen’s Bay, to 
fee fome trees which have lately 
been difeovered within high-water 
mark, with every appearance of a 
failen foreft. They cover at pre- 
fent upwards of three {quare acres 
of groynd, but feem to extend be- 
yond ali human reach into the fei. 
Many of thefe trees are entire, and 
mealure upwards of forty teet long, 
and it is evident they have grown 
on the fpot, as their roo:s and earth 
fiilkadhere. But what renders this 
ditcovery {till more wondeiful is, 
that, for many miles round this 
bav, it is a barren fandy defert, and 
not a fhrub to be feen on it. 

Bath, Advil it. Yeverday John 
Twycrofs and Richard Wetenall, 
were convicted before the mayor on 
feveral counts, of keeping a taro 
and other gambling tables, and fen- 
tenced to pay, Twycrofs four hun- 
dred, and Wetenall fourteen hun- 
dred pounds; with a hearty with 
expreffed by the worthy magi- 
firate, that the law could be more 
weighti y enforced againit thefe atro- 
cious offences. 

Caen, March 30. Two officers, 
of equal rank, belonging to a re. 
giment quartered here, having un- 
happily quarrelied, one in his rage 
truck the other; the blow was re. 
turned, and the combatants parted, 

They immediately retired with- 
Out tue town, each armed with a 


fmall {word, and accompanied bya 
fecond. In a few minutes _ 
were both feverely wounded bu 
neither mortally, though difsbiea 
from fighting with {Words, andj 
this condition were carried to quar. 
ters. 

The circumfance of a blow Was 
confidered in fo ferious a light, that 
the colonel convened the COTps, and 
the refult of their delibetation wa 
that one of the officers mutt die! 

This refolution Was Commun. 
cated to the combatants, accomps. 
nied by an information, that the 
corps expected that they would 
again go out, and deterwine the 
afiair with piltols. They accord. 
ingly took the field, each beige 
borne in a chair, Anda ten ofhicers - 
the army attending. 

The firtt fhot was fired by the 
officer who re ceived the blow, and 
the ball lodged rn the a vreflor’s 
body ; he however returned the 
fire, but mifed his antaconid—the 
third flot took place in his bread, 
and he funk, but not lifdels, 
though unable to hold a piftol. 

They were again removed to 
quarters ; the corps again met, and 
refolved, that, if both the-comba 
tants recovered, they frould again 
take the field: the aggreffor how- 
ever died, apd was buried with 
military honours, 

A tew days afrer his death, the 
brother of the furvivor arrived at 
Caen from Bourdeaux—an exprefs 
had been fent to him, and he cam 
for the purpofe of revenging bis 
bother’s honour and death, in cal 
his opponent had furvived. 

10. A letter from on board the 
Lord Hide packet-boat, arrived at 
Falmouth from New York, fays, 
that the day before they failed 
the General Wafhington, we 
twenty guns, arrived there from 


Madeira, laden with wines, and 
) brought 
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brought in with them an Algerine 
corfaar which they had taken after 
an engagement ot an hour and an 
half. Captain Henderfon of the 
Wathington, fays, he had no irons 
of his own to put on the prifoners, 
bur he found plenty on board the 
corfair, Which he made ufe of, as 
they began to be very outrageous, 
They intended to fénd the prifon- 
ers to the dey to exchange fome A- 
mericans for them, andift that were 
refufed, that they then fhould be 
made flaves of, and treated in the 
fame manner as the Algerines treat 
their prif ners. 

12, On Monday morning, the 
cth infant, the town of Campden, 
in Glouceflerfhire, was alarmed by 
a violent fhock, which was at firit 
thought to be an earthquake, but 
which afterwards appeared to arife 
from an explofion of gunpowder at 
a houfe in that town, where a per- 
fon had defignedly, in confequence 
of adifagreement between himfelf 
and one of his family, fet fire to a 
quantity of gunpowder in the gar- 
ret of his fon’s houfe, which de- 
ftroyed every thing in the houfe, 
leaving ita mere fhell. The mif- 
guided perpetrator was blown above 
one hundred yards, but no perfon 
was killed except himfelf. 

it The parliament of Paris en- 
tered on their Journals, on the 31ft 
of March, the letters patent which 
abolith the Droit d’Aubaine; and 
by which all Englith fubjects dying 
in France are to be confidered as 
natural born fubjeéts. 

Bath, April 16. A few weeks 
‘so nine or ten large trees on the 
Fntry-Hill road fide, about a mile 
on the fouth fide of this city, fud- 
Cenly flipt from their fituation 


for the fpace of fifty yards into 
the adjoining field, carrying with 
them an immenfe weight. of earth; 
and, notwithftanding this extraordi- 
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nary march, they continue their 
erect pofture, and are now breaking 
inso leaf: it is become the tafhion: 
able walk to obferve this new and 
furprifing fcene. 

Calcutta, OF. 12. The following 
melancholy accident thows that a 
tiger is not always deterred from 
approaching fire. A {mall veffel 
from Ganjam to this port being 
longer on het paffave thin was ex- 
pected, ran out of provifions and 
wattr: being near the Saugar 
Iilands, the Europeans, fix in num- 
ber, went on fhore in fearch of re- 
frefhments, there being fome cocoa 
nuts on the ifland, in queft of which 
they flrayed a confiderable way in- 
land. Night coming on, and ‘tke 
veflel being at a dittance, it was 
thought more fafe to take up their 
night’s lodging in the ruins of an 
old pagoda, than to return to the 
veffel. A large fire was lighted, 
and an agreement made, that two 
of the number fhould keep watch 
by turns to alarm the reft in cafe of 
danger. It fell to the lot of one 
Dawfon, late a filverfmith in this 
town, to be one of the watch. In 
the night, a tiger darted over the 
fire upon this unfortunate young 
man, and in fpringing off with him, 
{truck its head againft the fide of the 
pagoda, which made it and its pre 
rebound upon the fire, on which 
they rolled over one another once 
or twice before he was carried off. 
In the morning the thi¢eh bone and 
legs of the unfortunate victim were 
found at fome diflance, the former 
{tripped of its fiefh, and the latter 
fhockingly mangled. 

20. The firft regulated dramatic 
performance of nobility, and per- 
fons of diftinction, took place at 
Richmond-houfe, with the Comedy 
of The Way to Keep Him. 

The following were the Dramatis 
Perfone: 


(B) Leve- 
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Lovemorr, Lord Derby. 

Sir Brilliant Fafhion, Hon. Mr. 
Edgecombe. 

Sir Bathful Conflant, Major Arabin. 


William, Sir Harry En- 
clefield. 

Sideboard, Mr.Campbell. 

Widow Bebnour, Hon. Mrs.Ho- 
bart. 

Mrs. Lovemore, Hon. Mrs.Da- 
mer. 

Lady Conftant, Miis Camp- 

bell. 


Muflin, Mrs. Bruce. 
[This new /pecies of polite entertain- 
mient avas frequently ee in the 
fequel; tickets of admiffion being 
diftributed among the nod lity and 
erfons of difinétion only. The 
duke of Richmond, who, on thefe 
occafions, adled bimfelf as mafier 
of the ceremonies, was more than 
once honoured with the prefence and 
approbrtion of their majcfics, and 
the royal family. ] 

25. The corps of engincers is in 
future, by his majeftv’s orders, to 
take the name of “ The Corps of 
Royal Engincers, and to rank with 
the royal regiment of artillery. Gaz. 

Lord George Gordon appeared 
in the court of king’s bench; and, 
being called upon to plead to the 
feveral informations exhibited a- 
gaint him, he defired to plead to 
them feparately; but this requifi- 
tion being refufed, he pleaded ¢¢ not 
guilty” to them all. His lordfhip 
was attended by a corporal of the 
guards, who carried his books and 
papers. 

26. Lord George Gordon again 
appeared in court, He went up to 
the mailer of the crown-oflice, and 
the fecondary, and told them, that 
the court had been wrong in preff- 
ing him to plead, the day before, to 
two informations, as Mr. Jones, of 
the crown ofhice, had only ferved 
kim with one; however, he would 
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fpeak to the judges at the prio. 
time: and when the othe» 
were over, and the court rf 
addreffed the judges, faying, 
refterday he would not contend ea 
their lordfhips, as to the Proprie 
of pleading guilty to two informs. 
tions at once, though he had op, 
been ferved with onc, becayf “d 
court were his friends; and a en. 
nadier having carried his bag, gare 
occafion to one of the counflle 
privately to afk him; if he ep, 
to befiege them?” That day he ha 
brought the bag himfelf, ang ». 
quetied the court to inform him, i 
he might fubpeena one witness, an 
obtain the authority of the cours 
recover a letter relating to the fr 
information, as the niceft delicay 
ought to be attended to, great pe. 
fonages only being involved in th 
caufe between the court of Franc. 
St. James’s, and himfelf. 

The court informed his lordhi, 
that the trial being now at iflue,th 
delicacy was out of the quettion; 
and that he might apply to the 
proper officers for whatever fub- 
poenas and papers were  neceffary 
tor his defence. His lordfhip bos- 
ed with gratitude and fubmithon t 
the judges ; and the court rofe, 

Lord George Gordon went 
Mrs. Fitzherbert’s immediately # 
ter the court of king’s bench ref, 
and left a meflage that the wou 
be fubpanaed to appear in th 
king’s bench, in the profecution® 
gainft him by the courts of Franc 
and London, and _ entreated i 
might not be the leatt alarmed o 
the fubperna being ferved upon ber 

27. Yetterday fifteen malefacter 
were executed before Newgate; * 
mong whom was Elizabeth Sedge 
wick, the incendiary. Sve fo 1% 

30. Lord George Gordon, 
peared in court, with Mr. Wilk 
the printer, who publifhed a 
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pers charged upon his lordthip as 
libellous. The intormation being 
read, he pleaded Not Guilty. Lord 
George took his feat among the 
king's counfel, and when the ordi- 
gary bufinefs of the court was con- 
cluded, arofe, and addreffed the 
bench. His lordthip faid, he came 
for information ; that he found by 
the books, that in all cafes where 
informations were brought on the 
part of the crown, the officers of 
the crown only could proceed, 
whereas, in this cafe, not one king’s 
countel appeared ; he therefore, de- 
fired to know, if Meffrs. Baldwin 
and Law, who had moved againit 
him, were crown officers; or whe- 
ther, in cafe they were not, they 
could act by delegation from the 
attorney general ? Mr, juftice Bul- 
ler anfwered, they certainly could, 
Lord George then informed the 
court, that es a perfonal enmity was 
harboured againft him by the fhe- 
riff, who, he underftood, was to 
firike the pannel of the jury by 
which he Was to be tried, he hoped 
the court would order the pannel to 
be itruck by fome other officer of 
the court. Mr. juftice Buller faid, 
his lordthip was irregular; that if 
he had any challenges to make, he 
might make them on the trial. 
lord George anfwered, that if the 
hentf ftruck the jury, he fhould 
certainly challenge thearray ; but his 
with was to come to trial upon fuch 
fur crounds, as not teoffend the jury 
by challenges. Mr. juflice Buller 
replied, that, if his lordthip had 
any objection to the fheriff, he mutt 
liate it by affidavit. Lord George 
rebutted, that, if called upon, he 
Was ready to ftate his objections up- 
on oath. Mr. juice Buller fur- 
rebutted, that the jury was to be 
ipecial, of courfe the fheriff could 
not act partially, as he mutt give in 
4 uctot the trecholders at large, 
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from which forty-eight being taken, 
each party had right to tirike out 
twelve. Lord George made his 
bow, and retired. 

Mr. Wilkins being called to plead 
to the information of the attorney- 
general againit him, for prioting 
the petition of the prifoners to his 
lordthip to prevent their banifliment 
to Botany Bay, pleaded not guilty. 


M A Y. 


4- Lord George Gordon caufed a 
letter to be delivered to Mr. Pitt, 
before he went to the houfe, ac- 
quainting him, that he had receiv- 
ed a vilit from Mr. Walter Smyth, 
brother to Mrs. Fitzherberr, accom- 
panied by Mr, Afton, threatening to 
call him to account if he went to 
Mrs. Fitzherbert’s again, or took 
liberties with her name ; tothis, he 
made anfwer, that he muft yet ap- 
ply to Mrs. Fitzherbert, to himfelf, 
or to fir Carnaby Haggcrilone, till 
a written anfwer was fent concern- 
ing the juft title of their fitter, jutt 
as if he had not called upon him. 
He concludes, * I think it my duty 
to inform you, as prime minitter, 
with this circumftance, that you may 
be apprized of, and communicate 
to the houfe of commons, the over- 
bearing difpofition of the papifts. 
I have the honour to be. 

G. Gordon.” 

9. Lord George Gordon appeared 
in the court of king’s bench as 
counfel for himfelf, and exhibired 
articles of the peace againit Mr. 
Smyth, Mr. Afton, and tir Chailes 
Bampfylde, bart. bat the firft name 
of Mr. Afton being omitted, he was 
told by the judges, that the court 
could not proceed againft dim that 
day : but ordered the crown officers 
to ifflue attachments inmediately a- 
gainft the other gentlemen, 

The judges indulged lord George 

(B 2) Gor- 
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Gordon in fwearing in the antient 
manner, by holding up his might 
arm, inftead of laying his hand up- 
on the Evangelifts, or kiffing them, 
which his lordfhip refufed to do. 

Yefierday, five journey men book- 
binders received judgement in the 
court of khing’s bench, tor a con- 
fpiracy againtt their matters, in de- 
manding an abridgment ot their 
hours of labour, and leaving their 
work when refufed. Their fentence 
was, two years imprifonment in 
Newgate. ‘I'wenty-tour were con- 
cerned in the confpiracy. 

Salifbury, May 7. - Wednefday 
patied through this city, in their 
road home from Southampton, 
where they had been dipped in fea- 
watcr, as a preventative from the 
dreadful effects of the bite of a mad 
dog, a countryman, his wife, and 
child, fix fheep dogs, fixteen pigs, 
and cighteen cows and calves. 

1 A fhip of war is now fi:tung 
out for the purpofe of being fent to 
© ahcitc, in order to convey plants 
of the bread fruit-tree to the Welt- 
India iflands. It is to contain a 
complete apparatus of a het houfe, 
and a botanitt and eardener ts to ac- 
company the expecition. ‘This be- 
nevolent plan is projeicd by fir 
core Ranks, and patronifed by 

is majefty. 

13. Sailed the Sirius of 24 guns, 
commodore Philips, captain Hun- 
ter, the Supply armed brig; the 
the Charlotte, Gilbert; Friendfhip, 
Walton; Alexander, Sinclair; Lady 
Penrhyn, Sicr; Prince of Wales, 
Mafon; Scarborough, Marfhal ; 
Fifhborn, Brown ; Golden Grove, 


Sharpe; and Borrowdale,- Reed, 
tran{ports 
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and convict flips, for 
Botany Bay. The hivena frigate, 
captain Courey, failed wth the 
above, and is to accompany them 
100 learues, 
rh ‘ e , ° ‘“ , . 
14. Several of the ammals bitten 
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by a mad dog, as mentioned laf 
week, have been feized yw ‘h th 
hydrophobia, and of necediry pn 
yaroy ay ne Of neceffiry kil}. 
ed; a convincing proof that di 
ping in fale water is no pectic § 
that horrid malady. 7 

A brace of old woodcok; and fire 
young ones were tluthed on Tyet 
day May 1, in the weit end « 
Grovely, by Mr. Edmund Stree 
of Dinton. He caught one of ths 
young birds, and has exhibited » 
to the neighbourhood, 

15. The attorney eeneral of Ir. 
land having lately brought a bil 
into the houfe of commons of thar 
kingdom, refpedtine an outrave ». 
gainit the infant fon of the late Jord 
Gormanitown, gave the followine 
account of the tranfaction in ane. 
ftion : ** The young nobleman had 
been clandeftinely carried away ja 
December laft. He was hurried 
through Eneland with the createt 
precipitation, attended by a popilh 
prieti, and a military officer in the 
Autirian fervice. rom thence be 
was conveyed to France, and there 
for fome time buried in a convent. 
From thence he was conveyed to 
the principality of Liege, where he 
is now clofely kept, under the care 
of an old grandmother and an un 
cle. This uncle, it fhould be re. 
marked, as a matter of great con 
fequence, was next heir in remain 
der to the family eftate, which is 
very confiderable, being eftimated 
at five or fix thoufand a year, It 
was for the purpofe of being edu- 
cated in the popifh religion, that 
the minor had been thus illegally 
forced over feas to a forcign coun 
try. Every necefliry meafure had 
been taken to recover him that the 
laws warranted, © An order from 


the court of chancery had been for- 
mally iflued, uader the broad feal 
of Ireland, denganding of the um 
cle forthwith to reflore the minor 


lord. 
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lord. This uncle ftyled himfelf ec. 
cefiattical counfellor to the prince 
of Liege, and inftead of furvender- 
‘ne the child, iffued a manifefto in 
aolwer to the order of chancery, 
couched in the moft infolent dan- 
eyage he had ever heard or feen. 
The manifeito fet out in the follow- 


soy manner : 


oe lericho Prefton, ecclefiafi- 
el counfellor and pnvy coun- 
fllor to his highnefs the prince 
of Liewe, &c. having been ferved 
with a krap of parchment, with a 
hee of vax annexed to it—and being 
caformed that the faid (rap of parch- 
ment was an order of the court of 
chancery of Lreland, and that the 
Gid bit of wax was the broad feal 
vf the kingdom of Ireland; and 
having queitioned the meflenger 
whether he meant to fubject me to 
a foreign jurifdiction, &c.¢ I do 
rherciore prot ft araintt the autho- 
rity or force of the faid ferap of 
parchment and bit of wax.” 

Now, if thofe perfons fhould 
think proper rather to dettroy the 
ebild, than fuffer him to be brought 
upin the principles of the Britith 
confitution, and in the protettant 
religion (he did not imagine there 
was any fuch intention, but there 
Was a po/thility of 1t), the uncle, as 
next hetr in remainder, would come 
in for the eftare. It would be ne- 
cefliry therefore, to pafs an aét, 
ciqualitying him from inheriting 
the efate in remainder ; for perfons 
who commit Outrage S, and {et the 
laws at defhance, fhould never be 
i iftered for a4 moment to enjoy their 
protection, 

Tort, May A few weeks 
ago, on acold rainy day, one of 
Mr. Folhambe’s fervants informed 


15. 


cae 

“is matter, that a poor man lay 
Oead “pon the road near the houfe. 
Mr. Foliambe immediately ordered 


?> 


sie may te be brought iv, had his 


ENA See (21) 
clothes {tripped off before the fire, 
and ailifted in rubbing his body 
with warm cloths, Every method 
recommened tor reftoring fufpend- 
ed animation was perfevered in for 
fome time; when, to crown this 
act of humanity, returning life at 
length began to appear; cordials 
were adminiitered, and the poor 
man recovered ; dry warm clothes 
were put upon, and every refrefh- 
ment neceflary was given to him. 
He faid he was a native of Halitax, 
in Nova Scotia, and was travelling 
towards Liverpool, in order to get 
a paflage to his native place, but 
was fo reduced in circumftances that 
he did not eat, except a fimall bit 
oft einge: bread, for two days, nor 
had he the means of procuring any 
thing, not having a halifpeany in 
his pocket when found.—Thofe 
who may think Mr. Foljambe's care 
of the man eaded here, know him 
not; ataylor was fent tor, and or- 
dered to make him a new furt of 
‘lothes ; he was properly equipped 
trom head to foot, and atter ftaying 
at Aldwark about three wecks, ull 
his health and itrength were re- 
cruited, was fent away with money 
fullicient in his pocket, not only to 
carry hii to Liverpool, but to his 
place of nativity. 

21. Mr. Burke, attended by many 
members of the houtle of commons, 
appeared at the bar of the houfe of 
lords, on Thurfday the roth in- 
fiant, and thus addrefled the lord 
chancellor : 

*¢ My lord, 

‘* ] am commanded by the houfe 
of commons, in their name, and 
that of all the commons of Great 
Britain, to itmpeach Warren Hatt- 
ings, efq. late governor-general of 
Bengal, of high crimes and mifde- 
meanors,; and to aflure their lord- 
fhips, that the commons will, with 
ad convenient fpeed, exhibit articles 
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againft him, and make good the 
fame.” 

On Monday the 14th, Mr. Burke 
brought up the articles of impeach- 
ment, which were ordered to be 
taken into confideration on a fubfe- 
quent day. 

And this day he brought up an- 
other article of impeachment. At 
the fame time, he intormed the lord 
chancellor, that ‘* Mr. Hailings is 
now in cuftody of the ferjeant at 
arms, ready to be delivered at the 
bar of this houfe.”’ 

The lord chancellor read the mef- 
fage to the houfe ; after which it 
was read by the clerk, At this 
moment the houfe was very full, 
and in the mott profound and awful 
jilence. 

Lord Walfingham then ftated the 
nature and importance of the caufe ; 
and traced the hiltory of the feveral 
impeachments for mifdemeanors, 
which were upon the Journals, and 
the feveral fecurities which they 
gave to the houfe, for their appear- 
ance. His lordfhip then moved, 

Fir, ** That Warren Hattings 
be taken into the cuftody of the 
gentlemen ufher of the black rod.” 

Secondly, ** That he be brought 
to the bar, and admitted to bail, 
himfelf in ten thoufand pounds, 
and two fecurities, in five thoufand 
pounds each,” 

The firit motion was put and car- 
ried; and black rod having received 
the proper orders, repaired to the 
houle of commons, and took Mr. 
Hatlings into cuftody, He was 
conducted to the lobby ; when black 
rod informed the houfe, that “ in 
obedience to their lordhhips com- 
mands, he had taken Mr. Flaftings 
into cuftody, and was ready to de- 
liver him at the bar.””—Upon which 
he was ordered to be brought to the 


bar. 
The houfe was now feated in the 
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form of two ranks: the lord chan. 
cellor on the Woolfack; a ore. 
number of the commons bebies 
and on each fide of the throne, = 
the bar crouded with gentleine 
forming a moi! interefting fLeye, 

Brack Roo, 

Mr. HASTINGS, 
The Serjeant at Arms, and 

Attendants 
entered the houfe, and after the pro. 
per obeifances, the prifoner wa 
placed at the bar, when he dropped 
on his knee. Being permitred » 
rife, the lord chancellor faid, * Read 
the articles of impeachment.” 

After the clerk had read the tithe 
of the general charge, black rod, 
by defire of Mr. Hatiings, defined 
that the articles might be read por, 

The duke of Richmond faid, he 
could not, upon fuch a folemn o. 
cafion, confent to the application, 
His grace was hitherto utterly up 
acquainted with the nature ander. 
tent of the charges; therefore he 
felt it his duty to hear them read 
with the attention they deferved, 

The lord chancellor agreed ig 
opinion, and the articles were or- 
dered to be read at length. 

At half atter feven the clerk be. 
gan reading and continued until 
ten, at which time the fixth charge 
was finifhed ; when 

Lord Townthend rofe, and mor- 
ed, that the two remaining charges 
might be rcad thort, in order toealt 
the houfe, and the prifener, from 
the exceffive fatigue of reading them 
at length, 

The duke of Richmond oppolec 
the motion. A conver{ation took 
place, at the clofe of which it wa 
agreed to go on, and Mr. Hatlings 
was allowed a chair. Ar cleventht 
articles were finifhed, and the lore 
chancellor demanded of him wh 
he had to fay in his detence. 

Mr. Haftings anfwerec, 
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lords, I rely upon the juflice of this 
howle, and pray that L may be 
eranted a copy of the charge, with 
2 reafonable time to make my de- 
fence. Likewite that I may be al- 
jowed counfel ; and, that 1 may 
be admitted to bail.” Black rod 
chen withdrew with his prifoner. 

Lord Waltingham again arofe, 
and moved, That Mr. Hailings 
might be admitted to bail in the 
fum before mentioned, 

The duke of Norfolk faid, after 
hearing the articles read, and the 
exceeding enormity of them, he 
could by no means agree to take 
fuch flender bail. His grace ap- 
prehended the leatt fum which could 
be demanded in the pyefent cafe 
fhould be tifty thoufand pounds, he 
therefore moved an amendment, 

hat Mr. Hattings fliould give bail 
for twenty-five thoufand pounds, 
and two furetics in the like fum. 

Lord Townfhend faid, the honour 
of the nation was intimately con- 
nected with the prefent profecution, 
The charges againft Mr. Hattings 
were of a very heavy nature, be- 
yond any thing that the Journals 
could produce, He therefore fe- 
conded the noble duke’s motion. 

Lord Hopetoun and lord Wal- 
fingham apprehended the fecurity 
firit propofed was quite fufficient. 

Lord Thurlow quored the cafe of 
fir John Bennet, who gave bail in 
the fum of forty thoutind pounds 
“pon an impeachment of a fimilar 
wature. His lordfhip was againtt 
requiring exceflive bail; it being c- 
qually oppreffive and illegal. 

The original motion was with- 
crawn, and the fum of forty thou- 
fand pounds was agreed upon by 
the houle as fuflicient bail. 

A converfation then took place, 
refpecting the time to be allowed 
fhe prifoner to put in his anfwer. 

The lord chancellor obferved, 
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that it would be impoffible to be 
done in the courfe of the prefent 
fefion. He was therefore of opi- 
nion to allow him a long month ; 
namely, until the fecand day of the 
next fellion of parliament. 

Mr. Haftings was again called to 
the bar, when the lord chancellor 
faid—** The houfe has taken your 
prayer into confideration, and you 
are to be allowed a copy ofthe charge 
againft you. You are to have 
counfel affigned you. Name them.” 
{Mr. Hattings named Mr. Plomer, 
Mr. Law, atid Mr. Dallas. The 
chancellor put the queftion, and 
thefe three gentlemen were affigned 
as counfel.] ‘ You are likewife al- 
lowed a month to the fecond day of 
next feflion of parliament, to deli- 
ver in your defence at the bar of 
this houfe. You are likewife to be 
admitted to bail, yourfelf in twenty 
thoufand pounds, and two furcties 
in ten thoufand pounds each. Have 
you any bail?” Mr. Haftings— 
** My lord, they are now atthe bar.” 

Chancellor.—Name them. 

‘© George Sumner, ef. 

« Richard Jof. Sullivan, efq. 

The houfe agreed to accept the 
bail ; and they accordingly juftified 
at the bar ; a+! entered intoa recog- 
nizance for Mr. Haftings’ appear- 
ance. 

Lord Chancellor.—“ Mr. Hatty 
ings, you may withdraw.” 

23. The great caufe between 
commodore Johnitone and captain 
Sutton, was finally determined in 
the houfe of lords, in favour of the 
former. See Vol. h. ~. 100, Fol. 
V1. p. 39, and Vol. VIL. p. 46. 

Brificl, May 26, Some work- 


men digging lately for making a 
canal near Coalbrook-dale, difco- 
vered a thick glutinous fubftance 
iffuing from the fiffure of a rock, 
which, on examination, proved to 
be a mineral tar, which appears to 
have 
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have all the properties of the com- 
mon tar. We hear feveral hundred 
barrels of it are already collected, 
the quantity that iffues daily being 
yerv confiderable. 

28. Saturday morning, at ten 
o'clock, their majeltes went to fee 
Mr. Whitbread’s brewery in Chit- 
well-fireet, which was rendered as 
convenient as poffible on the occas 
fion; when they had viewed every 
part of the premifes in a mott mi- 
nute manner, which took up four 
hours, they gracioufly partook of 
fome refrefhment provided in’ the 
houfe, and they exprefied them- 
{elves exceedingly pleated with the 
whole. Mr. Whitbread attended 
their majelties, and they feemed 
very much fatisfied at vigwing fo 
large a work totally employed in 
the confumption of the growth ot 
England, The whole was conduct- 
ed with the greateit regularity and 
order, in avery plain and elegant 
manner, ‘The fleam engine in this 
brewery is erected in a handfome 
building, fo as to exhibit every part 
of it at one view; and Mr. Wate, 
the patentee, was prefent to explain 
the machine, which afforded their 
majefties fingular pleature.—Theirt 
majefties were attendéd by three of 
the princefles, the duke of Montagu, 
lord Aylefbury, lord Denbigh, the 
duchels of Ancafter, and lady Har- 
court, ‘ 

Yefterday Andrew Robinfon 
Bowes, efq. Edward Lucas, Francis 
Peacock, Mark Preveft, John Cum. 
mins, otherwife Charles Chapman, 
William Pigg, and three other per- 
fons, were tried in the court of 
King’s bench, Weilminiler, before 
juice Buller, on an indictment 


mitted on Friday the roth dav of 
November lait, on the perfon of the 
countels of Strathmore ; after a trial 
of teveral hours, they were all found 


PRINCIPAL 


guilty.—As foon as the p 


: ial Was 
over, Mr. Bowes, by the Ad vice of 


Mr. Erfkine, withdrew the 
ment, he had preferred againg 

, . Hank the 
countefs, for perjury. So. , 


India. 


ee p. 3h 


JUNE. 


1. Arrived in London, Meffts 
Tenon and Col. mb, appointed by 
the royal academy of fetences at P;. 
ris, by order of the French coungi 
of ftate, to vitie ali the hofpitals, of 
every fort, in Great Britaig and 
Ireland, and make on their return, 
a particular defeription of every jp. 
ftitution, and its feveral arrange. 
ments, manucement, and advan. 
tages. This commitlion is in conf. 
quence of the French government 
having refolved, on ther prefenta. 
tions of the royal academy of me 
dicine, to remove the Ljotel Dieu g 
Paris from its fituation in the mid 
dle of the city ; and to crect four 
or more grand ho'pitals at the out. 
fkirts of Paris, and fuch convenient 
fmall infirmaries in different airy 
parts of the city, to receive acce 
dents, and fuch fick whofe cafes 
could not admit of being conveyed 
fo far from their habitations as tw 
the intended hoipitals. 

'. By order of the French govern 
ment, Meffrs. ‘Tenon and Colomb 
delivered to fir Jofeph Banks, ban. 
prefident of the royal fociety, a 
letter from the prelident and royal 
academy of fciences of Paris, re- 
quefiing the prefident and royal 
fociety to affiit thofe gentlemen in 
their examinations of the feveral 
hofpitals —They were received and 
entertained by fir Jofeph Banks with 
that zeal and liberality which dif- 
tinvuifhes his excellent heart; and, 
deeming this deputation from France 
asa high compliment psid to the 
Biitifh nation, fir Jofeph has taken 
every flep, -by application eo 

rity 
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Britith miniftry, to the feveral ofh- 


cial departments, and every or 
or perion W ho, by their aut pans 5 
recommendation, oF aflitance, could 
give thote g¢ ntlemen the information 
they det red. Aes 
. Was tried in the court of king’s 

bench, an action of trefpats and 
falle imprifonment, brought by Mr. 

harles Hay, a wine-cooper of 
Quebec, a: rainft fir Frederic Haldi- 
mand, as governor of that province, 
for arrefting him on fuipicion of 
high trealony as a man dilaflected 
jo the kiny’s government and mea- 
fures during the | ate difputes with 
America, and confining him in a 
Joathfome cell during the {pace of 
three years and fixteen days. The 
continement was cont ffedly illegal ; 
but there were circumitances ‘that 
juilitied 1, pick nm: Onwhich account 
the j jury, sehhich was {pecial, mode- 
rated the damages, and tound a 
verdict toy the plaintiff, with 2ocl, 
damages. 

6, Lord George Gordon was tried 
before juttice Buller, at the court 
ot king’ s bench, on an information 
tor having written and publifhed a 
pamphler, intituled, ** A Petition 
to lord George Gordon from the 
Prifoners in Newgate, praying for 
his Interference, and that he would 
fecure their Liberties, by prevent- 
ing them trom bei ing fent to Botany 
Bay.” This ftrange performance, 
being read, appeared to be a tarrayo 
of vague reafoning, and abfurd re- 
ference, interlarded with a great 
number of Scripture phrafes. The 
paflage quoted in the information 
was to the foliowing purp: fe: * At 
a time when the nations of the 
earth endeavour wholl y to tollow 
the laws of God, it is no wouder 
that we, labouri: 1g uncer our fevere 
fentenees, fhhould cry Out from our 
dungeons and atk redrefs. Some of 
Ws are about to fuffer execution 
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without righreoufnefs, and others 
to be fent off to a barbarous coun- 
try. The records of juttice have 
been fallitied, and the laws profanee 
ly altered by men lke ourielves. 
‘The bloody laws againit us have 
been entoreed, under a nominal 
adminiiiration, by mere whitened 
walls, men who poficis only the 
fhew of jutlice, and who have con- 
demned us to death contrary tolaw, 
&c.’? 

The attorney general opened the 
profecunon by remarking, that no- 
thing could be more obvious than 
the purpofe tor which this publica- 
tlon Was intended. —It purported 
to be an addreis to lord George 
Gordon ; but, as 1c would appear, 
had been actually written by him- 
felt, with a view either to ratlea 
tumult among the prifoners within, 
in an endeavour to procure their 
deliverance; or, by exciting the 
compatlion of thoie without, to 
caute a diiiurbance, and produce the 
faine effect. It was now but a few 
years fince, he faid, withour mean- 
ing any particular application ina 
the prefent intiance, that the citi- 
zens of London hid feen thofe 
efi Cts completed, which this pamph- 
Ict went to produce; and the con- 
fequences were too well known to 
necd a repetition. It included the 
law and the judges in indifcriminate 
abufe: he would not contend for 
abiolute pertection m the former 3 
but thofe who condemned our laws, 
fhould not refide under their jurif- 
diction. ‘The criminal law was no 
where attended to with more care, 
or enforced with fo much lenity.— 
This, however, had nothing to do 
with the prefent caic, as the dctend- 
ant had futliciently ihewn, by his 
condu¢t, that reformauon was not 
his object. 

John Pitt, the turnkey of New- 
gate, was tlicn called. He depofed, 

that, 
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that, in the month of December 
lait, lord George Gordon hid re- 
peatedly vilived the lodge, and alked 
so fee the prifoners, particularly 
thofe oo ae seam of death, which 
sequeit was often denicd. On the 
publication of the pamphiet in 
queition, lord George fence a copy 
to him, and others to Mr. Akerman, 
nad Mr. Villette the ordinary. A 
few days after, he tound a man and 
woman difiributing them in great 
numbers at the door of the prifon. 
In confequence of this, he waited 
on lord George at his houtfe in 
Welbeck-ftreet, and told him that 
there was fad work about the dittri- 
bution of the pamphlet; to which 
his lordfhip replied, * No matter, 
let them come on as foon as they 
pleafe; | am ready tor them.”” He 
then faw a great number of the 
books in the room, and took one to 
Mr. Akerman, at lord George’s 
particular dehre; and alio gave a 
direction to the relidence ot thofe 
perions who had ditinbuted the 
pamphlets in the Old Bailey. 

The records of the conviction of 
feveral perions were then read and 
authenticated ; and Mr. Akerman, 
und Mr. Hall, the keeper of the 
New Jail, Southwark, were called, 
for the purpofe of proving, that 
there extited, at the time, convicts 
of the tame defeription as thoie 
who were fuppofed to have addreff- 
ed the pamphlet to the defendant. 

Lord George afked the wirneties, 
feverally, whether he had ever any 
conterence with the. perfons men- 
tioned in the record ; to which they 
replied in the negative. : 

His lordfhip then entered on his 
defence ; which was delivered ina 
delultory manner, and made up ot 
materials as heterogeneous as ever 
went to fuch a compolition, A perty 
fraud, be faid, committed in Yis 

wa tamily, had firtt drawn his at- 








A L 
dod [ June, 
tention to the laws acaing felony 
when he found that it conitinged- 
capital crime, thouch the 
~ no more hen teehee 

; ACER Petce, 
He then entered into a hiltory of 
our criminal law, from the time of 
Athelilan, for the purpofe of prov. 
ing that code, in its prefent fate 
to be by much too fanguinary, 
This, he taid, was a fubject which 
ftruck his heart. He had commy. 
nicated his*ideas to lord Mansfield, 
and to the recorder, who had ad. 
mitted their propriety ; and to judge 
Gould, who had defired him to put 
his thoughts on paper. This was 
all he had done in the prefent ip. 
ftance. His idea was only to ep. 
large the powers of the judges; 
though wicked lawyers had attr. 
buted to him another intention, He 
quoted the act of parliament for 
fending the convicts to South Wales, 
as a proof that the  legiflatere 
thought with him on the fubje@; 
he quoted the Gazette of laft Satur. 
day, asa proof of his majefly’sat- 
tention to God’s laws, which he 
faid were directly contrary to the 
prefent practice ; and he affured the 
court, that, if he bad time to fend 
for his books, he could fhew them 
that every word of his pamphlet 
was actually in the Bible! —His 
lordfhip complained very much 
of thofe vexatious profecurions 
which were inilituted againit him, 
He quoted Blackitone’s Commen- 
taries, book iv. cap. 23. who fays, 
‘+ that informations filed ex eficir, 
by the attorney general, are proper 
only for fuch enormous mifdemean- 
ors as peculiarly tend to ditturb of 
endanger the king’s government, 
and in the punifhment or preven 
tion of which a moment's delay 
would be fatal.’’ This, he faid, had 
by no means appeared in his ca, 
as one of the informations againe 
him had becn pending tor tem and 
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the other for fx manths. This ex: 

traordinary mode Was theretore a 

rievance on him, which was not 
julified, as it appeared, by any 
prefing necetlity. He ee 
judge Buller not to lofe the ae ent 
opportunity ot inttructing the jury 
on the difputed point, whether they 
were to judge of law as well as ot 
fact. He then complained, that 
{pies had been fet over him by the 
treatury for feveral months; and 
concluded with repeating his decla- 
ration, that his object had been re- 
formation, not tumult, His lord- 
fhip {poke for upwards of an hour 
and a halt. 

ludee Buller, having briefly 
fummed up the evidence, remarked, 
that there could be ne doubt of the 
fact of the defendant’s having writ- 
ten and publithed the libel, the for- 
mer ot which he had actually con- 
feficd. There remained, theretore, 
only to determine whe:rher the aver- 
ments in the information were e- 
qualiy true; that is, Whether the 
judges of the different courts, his 
majefly *s law ofhcers, were thofe 
alluded to, on which the jury were 
fo acter mince. 

The jury, without hefitation, re- 
turned their verdict, Guiry. 

The printer, Thomas Wilkins, 
was then tried, and found Gul.- 
ly. 

Lord George then prefented an 
athdavit for the purpofe of putting 
of his trial on the tecond informa- 
tion; ftaung, that he had proceed- 
ec, accompanied by a proper per- 
lon, to Mrs. Fitzhei beri’s, in order 
to ‘erve her with a fubpeena: that, 
on appearing at the door, he read 
the original fubpoena, and at the 
fame time prefented the copy and a 


ata 


ung ; but was, together with 
his attendant, turned out of doors 
l.. the a E : 

“y the jervants; under thefe cir- 


ditances, focontemptuous both to 
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the name of the king himfelf, and his 
“* dearly beloved Francis Buller,” tt 
would, he was convinced, render 
it indifpenfably neceflary for the 
court to pottpone his trial; and, as 
he confidered the virtues of the 
judge equal to his abilities (both of 
which he admitted to be bright), he 
trufted his integrity would ftill re- 
main untullied, and that the court 
would not proceed to try him tilt 
they had evinced their power fufli- 
cient to the production of his wit- 
neffes, and believed they would not 
attempt to decide on him till they 
were firit enabled to do him juf- 
the. 

The attorney general faid, that 
he could not paflibly allow the me- 
rits of this affidavit. The notice 
of trisl had been given near three 
weeks ago; theretore an ineffectual 
attempt to ferve a fubpeena but two 
days ago, could not form a fuflicient 
claim to any farther delay. He 
wilhed alfo to know to what parts 
ot his detence the evidence of Mrs. 
Fitzherbert would be applicable, 

Lord George replied, by men- 
tioning a converlation which, he 
faid, he had with Mrs. Firzherbert 
at Paris, with the relation of which 
he intermingled fo many allutions 
to the fituation of that lady, either 
too indclicate, or too abfurd for 
repetition, that judge Buller was 
compelled to interpoie, His lord- 
fhip was with fome difficulty fi- 
lenced ; and it was then ordered, 
that the trial fhould proceed, 

The intormation was then read ; 
which ftated, as libellous and fedi- 
tous, two paragraphs whech ap- 
red in the Pu riifer, on 
different days in the month of Au- 
gut lait, relating the particulars of 
a vilit paid by count Cagclioftro, 
accompanied by lord George Gor- 


7 
pea nice Adve 


don, to Mont. Barthelemy. the 
French Chargé des Affaires, enlarg- 
i” 


> 








ine on the meri:s an | 
the count, and cowl with 
jome fevere retiections wekrench 
queen as the leader ‘ad a faction, 
and on count d’Adhemar, the 
French anne eb and Mont. 
Barthelemy, as tie iniidieus a- 
gents of the qucen and her party. 
The attorney general opened 
the cafe, and faid, that. amongtt 
the creat namber ot |:beilous papers 
which the centleman now betore 
had publithed, it feemed 
that he fhould go fo 


the court 
to be itrange 
far out of his Way as to libel the 
French ambaflador, or any gentle- 
man lete in charge for him, as i 
could have no view whatever but 
to create a mifungleritanding be- 
eween the two courts. The cha- 
vatters of gentlemen reprefenting 
their fovereign were not thus wan- 
tonly to be attacked; otherwile, 
no man could ever ferve as an ame 
baflador from any foreign court to 
the court ot London, becaufe they 
would be under the apprehention 
of fecing themfelves attacked in 
the public papers, and held up as 
bafe and intamous characters, with- 
out an opportunity of gaining re- 
drets. 

John Bolt was then called, who 
purchafed two newfpapers at Mr. 
Noodtall’s ofhce. Mr. Woedtall 
fwore to the hand-writing of hud 
George. Mr. Frafer, one of the 
under fecretaries of ftate, Hh 


the ofhcial fituation of count d’Ad 
hemar and Monteur Barthelemy. 


, } , | 1 
He added alfo, that the abu‘e con- 


tained an thete paragraphs had been 


ao 


4 ranCcC. 


Lord Georce then put the fol. 


. 7. a" . 
lowing quettiions to Mr. Frater :—- 
Do vou know anv tl ing ot d’Adhe- 
No.—Don’e 


yeu Know he is of a very low and 


LOT Don’t 


FOAL stamiiv at Paris ‘ 
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iJune, 


you know rhat he bea sa had ch 
racter in Paris?—The court fos 
ped him by objerving, thar hee 


soeed tray mie 
aquetions te naecd ro otter 
: 


"> @Sthe 
count Was amatiacor at this cour 
Lord Geor re then eutcred 
detence; when he contented hie 
felt with re-afl ertine ond 
every thing he had written, ‘There 
did, he faic d, eXit a faction in Per 
guided by the queen, and 
ovunt Cashottro had been 
Mase } 
cuted for his adherence to the 
a 


‘ Cite 
dinal de Rohan; and although be 
had been acquitted by the pitliae 


ment of Paris, yet d’Adhemar con. 
tinued to publith bate, falfe, and 
infamous puragraphs about him in 
the papers, paruicularly in the Cow 
rier le P Europe, a paper in French, 

pu! blithed 3 in London under the im. 
mediate patronage and direction of 
the count d’, A\dh emuar. Caghottro, 
therefore, threw  himf lf under the 
protec tron of his lorcfhip, to extend 
what inflacnce he might have in his 
favour in this country. Count 
d’Adhemar, he proceeded to fay, 
was a low man, of no family; but, 
being plaufible and cleve r, had 
pufhed himielf forward to the no- 
tice of Men in authority ; in fhort, 
fuid his lordibip, whatever Jen\in- 
fon is in Britain, d’Adhemar is in 
France. (This ailufion to Lon 
Hawkefbury created an univerfal 
faugh.) He had been charged, he 
faid, with libelling the queen ot 
of France : whereas it was in poll. 
ble, as it was known what her “ 1° 
racter was jn every itreer on Pat 

The court was going to interpolt, 
and fiop this irregular difeou rie; 
but lord George, with a marked 
emphatis, faid, he declared it, i 
the tace of the court, that the 
French queen was as prea i-— 
as the emprefs of Ruta. He was 


proceeding in this firain: and {aid 
mary 


rc{pect ta 
fuck 


things, which 


- 
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fuch high characters forbids us to 
ve Re : { a 

at. until the court was com- 


re ! ‘— 
pe led to itertere. ? 
The atrorney general obfery  — 


You are a dilgrace to the name ota 
Briton. , 

Lord George then continued — 
It was in order to have thefe bate 
aragraphs explained, that his 
Pd ip, with count Caghotiro, 
had waited on the French ambatla- 
dor, where not receiving the infor- 
mation they ¢ xpected, the para- 
graph in quettion was written and 
oublithed. Ue theretore contenved 
A was no libel, as it contained no- 
thing but truth in favour of Count 
Caglioftro, who had as much right 
rotection of the laws as 
¥ any other 


to the } 
Count d 


Sorery 
ak reiguca. 


a] ’ a ' 
Attecy a fhort charee trom the 
udec, the jury inflantly returned 
their veraict, GAUILTY. 
The cou ici! for the prol cution 
were the attorney and folicitor ce- 
ae 


- iT Le seve 
Neruis, ats ile kertkay Sa 


\dhemar, ot 


» pen te 
Rearcroft, 


Baldwin, aod Law. On the other 
fide lord George flood alone, and 
pleaded hi: poverty, as an excufe 
for having neither advocate nor {o- 
hcitor. Sve p. 31- 

tg. At the January feffon of 
gaol delivery holden at the Old 
Bailey 1787, John Moffat was in- 
dicted for { nd utt ring a 


bill of exchange, in the words and 
heures following, with intention to 
detra id ONC William Lc 

Navy-Office, Dec, 


é Cow 
wal 


‘seven days after date, pleafe 


to pay to Mr. John Moffat, or his 


1] 
lid, 


order, the fum of three pounds 
taree fhillings, and place the fame 
,. 


} 
ty the account of, 


vir, 


* Your mot obedient hum- 
bie fervant, 
WALTER STIRLING. 


‘(L.S.) 





_ 
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‘To George Peters, Efg; Ac# 
cepted, 

‘Bank of England.’ Geo. Peters. 

¢ Indor’ed—John Moffat, now 
furgeon of the Scipio guardthip as 
Sheernefs.’ 

Upon the evidenee, the guilt of 
the prifoner was clearly eftablijlied ; 
but upon infpection of the bill, it 
was found to be draym upon paper 
with oniy a two penny ftamp ; 
whereas by 23 Geo. Il. c. 4, 
upon ail paper on whic! anv bill 
of exchange fhall be drawn tor lets 
than col, there fhall be paid a 
fiamp duty of fixpence. It was 


) . ‘ . } . . . ~ > . 
therciore that AS this Was 
not a leval bill of exchange, it 
t nee ensteatar, | {} ~~ ey ld: 
INE PLO! iV itampca it COUld NY rt 
become the fubsect of an inditt- 


ror 


ment for forsery. But upon the 
authority of the cafe of the hing 
- fus liawkelweo >» LHS obj ‘On 
Was Over-rui iow er, in look- 
oe over tl ec acts of parliament re- 


i 
of exchange, it was 
found to be enasted by 17 Geo. III. 
‘T ail nevottable bills 
s. and under 

names and 
1 of the perfons to 
\ 1, or to whofe order, the fame 
fhall be made payable; and that 
c indorfement thereon fhall 
{pecify the name and place of abode 
\ xl that both the 
fiening and indorfement of fuch bilk 
fliail be atteiled by one fubferibing 
witnels.’—A doubt was therefore 
conceived by Mr. Recorder, whee 
ther this indictment could be fup- 
ported, as for forging a bill of ex. 
change, which upon the face of it, 
by the exprefs directions of the 
ftatuce, was void, He therefore 
recorded the verdict guilty, but ref 
pited the judgment until the opinion 
of the judges was had upon this 
point. —And at the laf fellion, Mr. 
jultice 
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Ste Pail fpeciiy the 
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’ 
Or tne payel : 


, al 





PR 


(30) 


sufiice Afnhurt delivered the opt- 
pion of the judges, that the indict- 
ment could not be maintained. 

Paris, June 7. On the sth, be- 
tween ten in the morning and two 
in the afternoon, the Comrefle de 
la Motte, according to the account 
of the keepers of her prifon, made 
her efcape from her confinement ; 
but it is believed that the was fetched 
out at the repeated inilances of fe- 
veral people of rank, who wifhed 
her to be in a more cecent fitua- 
tion. It is remarked, that another 
prifoner went with her; and that 
fhe took away all her clothes, and 
even a canary bird in a cage. 

21. Monday arrived with his 
fuite, in perfect health, at Portl- 
mouth, from Gibraltar, fir George 
Auguttus Elliott. On his coming 
on fhore he was faluted with the 
guns of the feveral batteries, and 
honoured with every tciiimony ot 
publick gratitude. 

22. Between one and two in the 
morning, a fire was cifcovered in 
the houfe of Mr. Whealv, paper- 
ftainer in Alderfpate -ttreet, in 
which Mrs. Whealy pertihed. The 
maid fervant, who Jaid with her, 
not being able to wake her, got out 
at the window of the fecond floor, 
and hung by her hands ull they 
were fcorched, and then fell into 
the itreet, and was carried dange- 
routly bruiled to St. Bartholomew's 
h Mpital. A youth, apprentice to 
Mr. Whealyv, was fo bruifed by 
throwing himfelf out at the ; arret- 
Window, that he diced next morn- 
ing; and a child of three years old 
was imiffing. Mr. Whealy was out 
of town on a journey. 

t4. William Farringd n, efq. 
atizen and cordwainer, and James 
Fenn, ely. citizen and fkinner, 
were clected fherifis of London. 

33. Advice is received that lord 
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George Gordon, who for fim et 
tend the court of king's bench to he 
receive fentence, had landed » [We 
° . ~ q 
Helveotiluys, on Thurtiay i, © mn 
night. : th 
- Paiia == ; " 
25. Yefterday, at noon, th ®. EE 
lowing piper, regularly ftamped, w 
was fold about the Royal exchano m 
by a woman : ° ti 
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S?. James's, Ju ne 22d. 178, 4 
At fix o’clock laft night anes. : 
prefs from the Riche Hon. Vi. ] 
count Torrington, his maiefy's 
miniiter at Bruflels, arrived at Deal, 
10 an open boat from Dunkirk, and 
reached Windifor about half pact 


four this morning with the intelli. 
gence, that a body of French 
troops, confilling of twenty thov- 
fand infantry, and twelve thoufand 
horfe with tield pieces, under the 
command of Count de Vaux, bad 
aflembled on the 18th inftant, a 
St. Amand from the adjacent gar- 
rifon towns inthe French Nether. 
lands, and proceeded immediately 
on their march by Leffines, M- 
nove, &c. towards Holland. 

His lordfhip from un 
doubted authority, that every ne 
ceflary preparation 1 making 
the above mentioned troops to crois 
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adds, 
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ane’ 


the Biefbofch at the new ferry, ane 
the high and low 
their way to Dortrecht. 
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rence, Was brought before Mr. Al- 
derman Pigoty at Guildhall ; in 
her defence, fhe faid, that they 
were delivered to her tor fale by a 
man, who defired her not to cry 
them til the came to the Royal 
Exchange, and told her that he 
would meet her there. ‘he alder- 
man remanded her for re examina- 
tion till this day, and in the inte- 
rim, ordered itrict fearch to be 
made after the perfon who deliver- 
ed them to the prifoner for fale, 
A number of the like gazettes were 
alfe left at the pamphlet fhops of 
Meffrs. Axtell, Emerton, and 
Dean, at the Royal Kxchange, 
and many of them were eagerly 
bought up prior to the difcovery. 
[Lhe woman, in the fequel, u nderavent 
a frcond examination; but nothing 
farther tran/piring, She was dif har - 
tds) 

26. Andrew Robinfon Bowes, 
ef4. Edward Lucas, Francis Pea- 
eock, Mark Provoft, and Henry 
Bourn, were brought into the court 
of king’s bench to receive judgment 
for acon{piracy againft lady Strath- 
more, when judge Afhurft pro- 
pounced the fentence of the court 
as follows, viz. 

“ That Andrew Robinfon Bowes, 
efy. do pay a tine of 300l. to his 
Majelty : that he be imprifoned iD 
his Majefty’s prifon of the kine’s 
bench for three years; and at the 
expiration of the faid term to find 
keurity for 14 years, himfelf in 
loool. and two fureties in sool. 
each. 

** That Edward Lucas (the con- 
lable; co pay a fine of sol. and be 
imprifoned in his majefty’s gaol of 
Newgate for the term of three 
years, 

“ That Francis Peacock do pay 
a fine of tool. and be imprifoned in 


king’s bench prifon for two 
years, 


3 





** That Mark Prevotl be imprifon- 
ed in the gaol of Newgate tor one 
year.—No fine. 

** Thac Henry Bourn do pay a 
fine of sol. and be imprifoned in 
the gaol of Newgate for tix months.’” 

Lucas, Peacock, and Prevoit, 
are already under bail, by order of 
the court of king’s bench, them- 
felves in sool. together with two 
fureties in the fum of 2col. each, 
tor keeping the peace towards Lady 
Strathmore for 14 years. 

An application was made in be- 
halt of Lucas, whom, it was fad, 
it might be dangerous to fend to 
Newgate, as many perfons whe 
had been apprehended by him were 
now confined in that prifon. The 
judge cetired that a memorial may 
be prefented, which would be re- 
ceived for conffderation. 

The fame day, Mr. Wilkins, th 
printer, was fentenced to be im- 
prifoned for two years in Newgate. 
(See pe 27.) 

Dublin, ‘Funeig. Agentleman, 
led by a curiofity excited by read- 
ing an article originally publithed 
in a Dublin paper, recommending 
experiments in the various modes 
of tanning, has made, with fucceis, 
the following difcoveries : 

He tanned goat-fkins and calf- 
fkins for book-binding, and bafils, in 
the warm ooze wherein artichoaks, 
were boiled, as effectually as it 
tanned with white galls, or the 
bark of the willow. 

The floe leat, boiled to a decoc- 
tion in water wherein barley was 
fleeped for malting, he found ec- 
qually fuccefstul in penetrating 
ikins with the vegetable matter ne- 
ceffary to render them ferviceable. 

And in the experiment he made 
on the root of the flag, or yellow 
iris, he found it anfwer all the pur- 
ofes of the beft white gall, which 
1s far fuperior in ftrength and beau 

ty 
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ev of effet to the beft of all the 
barks. 

Some of thefe fkins he fiained 
red, yellow anid blue, and they 
anfwered nearly as well as the 
Morocco, and little inferior to the 
Lifbon Icather. 

Dubiing Pune 23. Yefer ‘ay, in 
the court of king’s bench, a magii- 
trace of the counties of Meath and 
Dublin, was complained of for 
wiiting a letter and tampering with 
the grand jury at the quarter ie fhh- 
ons at Kilmainham, and atterwards 

tthe commiifion of oyer and ter- 
miner, to find bills ot indictment 
againit a perfor whom he intended 
to pr vYecute 

Alter hearing the arguments 
of counfel on both fides, the lord 
chiet juflice delivered the fentence 
of the court, deela:ing that it ought 
to be known to the publick, that ail 
fuch attempts were againit law, and 
would, whea complained of, mect 

ith due P yunifhment. 

The mactiitrate was ordered 
to pay a fine of sol. all the colis 
that the party compi uning Was put 
to, and to remain in the cullody ot 
the uptlatf unvl the whole fhould 
be difcharged. 

Paris, June Vt. Che French 
have yult found out a method to 


, 


maac the ilght-hoeules on therr 


> 


coaiis more uiet 1 than ever, by en- 


, 1 al ‘ 
larging the body of lieht to ap- 
, » ‘ ‘ 
peirance, and allo giving cach light 

, 


a pecuhar character, which will 
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from every Other light, o1 any 
other fire or burning. Through 


sneans ot a machine, very } ge re 


ficctors, by turning = regui: “tad 
round, will throw fucec{ve dafhes 
ot hght and fhace as they gradually 
appear and difappear in going 
round. The experiment will be 
made at the entrance into the port 


of Dieppe. There is to be alio a 
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refie€tor turning a fire fixed 15 feee 
above the machine, Which ig gp 
turn the other. 

Bruffeis, Fune tee The Sieur 
Coffe, founder of the 1 royal many 
facture evia’ ‘itl ied at Laon, having 
difcovered t ne fecret or pre paring 
with the hut ks of grapes a fyh. 
fiance, which, gene mixed with 
common pit coal, ¢ gives it a Parti 
cular quality, a nd increates 1¢ th 
double the fize, has ¢ btained ay 
excluiive privilege tor fifteen years 
to make this coal throuch all the 
kingdom. By means of a particu. 
lar “preparation, this coal will be 
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per and quality to cutting inf. 
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ments. ILhis diicovery muit prove 
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s. At 2 common hal, held for 
1c eleciion of a theriff or Le ndon, 
uo the, room of Wm, Farringdon, 
el. who had fworn olf, Matthews 
Bloxham, ef9. cnizen and ftationer, 
was elected. 

Bury, in Lancafbire, Fulys. 
dreadtul accident has jutt happened 
here by the fall of the theatre, by 


which more than 300 perfons were 
inclofed among the ruins, The 
fpefacle was fhocking. Many 
were killed, many more dJangerolly 


wounded, not a few had their limbs 
fractured ; and fome were . wrribly 
bruifed ; in fhort, the whole tows 
Was in general laments sete though 
many miracu! ufly efcaped 1 unhurt. 
- On the <th of July, in. the 
to a hill ne ear Wi Luington Quays 
Neweaftle, upon which a dwelling: 
houfe had been lately erected, fid 
away upwards of ten yarda from 
its former fcite. The inhabitants, 
who were aileep, did not perceive 
fas 
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this change ; and, what is remark- 


’ 


able, the furniture in the houfe 
was not deran wed. 4 

to On Wednefday morning, 
Mr. Bowes’s fecond indictment a- 
gainit the countels of Strathmore, 
tor perjury, came on’ to be tried at 
Guildhall, London, before a {pe- 
cial jury, by appointment of the 
court; when no perion appearing 
in fupport of the profecution, her 
jadyfino was acquitted. 

tte Thurfday afternoon, about 
2 quarter before fix, Mr. Bacon, 
clere to the falt-ofhce, wus ftruck 
dead by a flath of lightning, at his 
houle near the Bithop’s palace, 
Lambeth. It feems, at the begin- 
ning of the ftorm he was drinking 
tea with his wite; the back win- 
dows of the one pair of ftairs, to 
the fouth, having been open all 
day, he went up tor the purpofe of 
fhurting them; in the action of 
litting up his right arm, he received 
the ttroke, which tore his coat eight 
inches in length, and four in 
breadth ; from whence it entered 
his right fide nearly oppofite his 
heart, went through his body, and 
out of the left hip, and down his 
left leg to his buckle, which melt- 
ed, and tore the upper leather of 
his thoe from the fole. His dog 
being at that foor, was alfo ftruck 
dead; after which, the lightning 
penetrated the wainicot and floor of 
the one pair of ftairs, and made its 
way into the front parlour, north, 
where it tore the wainfcot in a fin- 
gular manner, and went off with 
an explofion louder than any piece 
ot ordnance. 

A caufe of no fmall importance 
came on Saturday in the court of 
king’s-bench at Guildhall, 

An action was brought to recover 
the amount of damage done to a 
veel coming up the channel latt 
November by another, ‘outward- 
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bound ; and what appeared fingular 
in the befinefs was, that the thip, 
againit the owners of which the 
action was brought, had gone down 
by the fhock. 

No bad intention being imputable 
to either party, the queition turned 
entirely upon afcertaining by whofe 
negligence the accident happened, 
and upon the general principles of 
feamanthip. 

The plaintiffs veffel, the Judy 
Randolph, was making the Downs 
clofe-hazvied, at the time fhe fell in 
with the defendant’s fhip, the Pe- 
tersfield, from which fhe received 
the injury. It was about half patt 
eight at night, and abour ‘four of 
five miles from fhore. The Peterf- 
ficld was the lait of a large outward- 
bound fleer, and was defcribed as 
poffeffing all the advantages of 
wind and tide, both of which were 
unfavourable to the Judy Ran- 
dolph ; in that predicament it was 
contended, that it was the duty of 
the Petersfield to have gone to lee- 
ward: witneffes being heard, the 
learned judge fummed up the 
evidence on both fides, and fub- 
mitted to the jury the importance 
of afcertaining, beyond the poffi- 
bility of any miflake, the general 
principles by which all captains of 
fhips in fuch fituations fhould tteer 
in future. He remarked, that it 
was rather fingular this point had 
never before been determined, con- 
fidering the innumerable fubjedis 
which had been litigated among 
naval men. 

The jury, after a few moments 
confultation, found a verditt for 
the plaintiff to the full amount of 
damages, and alfo declared, that in 


future the fo'p that has the wind foall 


go ta lecvard. 

Dablin, Fuly g. An eminent 
wine merchant in this city was long 
afflicted with an afthma, which was 

(C) broughs 








brought on by a violent cough, El¢ 
applied to difevent geotlemen ot 
the faculty, who pretcribed ‘apany 
pegipess which he took, bur found 
not the fleaft benefit trom) any ot 
them, .. After palling fome years in 
this melancholy. fituation, and €x- 
pending much money, he was ad- 
viled by. an old woman ina the coun 
try to imoke ‘colisfoot, mixed with 
a lirtlé crafs cut. Though his tach 
in her. prefcription was nec great, 
he determined to make trial of It} 
he accordingly jmoaked, morning 
and evening, about two pipes, and 
io a very few days perceived in 
himfels a great change for the bet, 
ter. Hepenterered tor fome months, 
and is sow pertectly free trom his 
comphiats 

22.) (ord G,. Gordon arrived at 
Harwich, having been cicorted tothe 
packet. by afile ot mut yjurtegis. 
‘The orig nal, orders of the burgo- 
matters of Amfterdam, delivered to 
him, by .a fhentt’s othecr, were to 
this -etlests .* My lord. George 
Gerdoa,.. by, order of tho high 
eitecmel lords the burgomaters of 
Anvierd«m, you, are to leave this 
city within the fpace of twenty-four 
hours. Signed Ten.iks, 

flierifi’s officer.” 
2g. On Saturday, the ieilions 
ended) at the Old Bailey, when 
nineteen convicts received fentence 
of death. 

At this feilions came on the re- 
markable trial of John Elliot, for 
fhooting at Mits Boydell, niece to 
Mr. alderman Boydell. — Ie appear- 
ed, that as Mifs Boycell, and Mr, 
Nicol, bookfeller, in the Strand, 
were walking up Prince’s-iireet, 
Leicetter-fickis, a perfon came be- 
hind them, and fuddeniy fired 
pair of pittols fo clofe to the lady 
hide as to fet fire to her cloak, y: 
the recetved no other hurt than 
fight contufion on her fthoulder, 


’ 
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Mr. Nicol inflantly {cized the af. 
fatiant ; and the pritols (fat boung 
together with a cord) were picked 
up by afervant that was patlug by 
at the infant, and who faw them 
difeharged. ‘Phe perfon who fired 
them being carried betore a magi- 
trate, appeared to be Dr. Elion 
well kno snvamong the literati, whole 
mianity was attempted to be-eflg. 
blithed. . Des: Simmoans, phy fician 
to St. Luke's holpiral, faid, he had 
known the -prifoner more than ten 
years, and that. tor fome time pal 
he had confidered' him as infane, 
He had oblerved, that from being 
one of the mildeit and moft inop 
tenlive mem he had ever known, be 
had gradually become trritsble and 
palhonate, very unequal in bis {pi 
rits, and fond of mazntaining flrange 
inconfiftent opinions. Dr. Sismimons 
particularly mentioned a letter he 
had received from the prijoner in 
January Jatt, which contained 4 
patlage that had {till more conkrny 
ed him in his opinion of the de. 
ranged ftate of his intellects. . This 
letter had been fent to him with 
view to. its being preiencted to the 
royal foviety ; but the doctor had 
declined giving it in, as thinking 
i too vilionary: and inconiittent: 
4 part only, of the letter was read to 
the court, and the paflage which 
the doctor pointed out particularly 
to their attention was, that in which 
the author afferts, that the funis 
not a body of fire as hath been ht 
therto fuppofed, but that irs light 
proceeds from a dente and univerial 
aurora, which may afford ample 
light to the inhabitantg of the fur 
face (of the fun) beneath, and ye 
be at duch a diltance aloft as not te 
annoy them. No objection, tays 


he, arifeth to that great luminary’s 
being inhabited, vegetation may 
obtain there as well as with us 
There may be watcr and dry - 
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hills and dales, rain and fair wear 
ther; and as the light, to the feafon 
mut be eternal ; confequently, it 
may eaiily he conceived to be by 
tar the mott blifsful habitation of 
the whole fyftem.”” To this pal- 
fage the recorcer objected, that if 
an extravagant hy potheiis were to be 
adduced as a proof of infanity, the 
fame proof might hold good with 
refpect £0 fome other theoritis ; and 
he defired Dr. Simmons to teil the 
court, what he thought of the 
theories of Burnet and Buffon: but 
the doctor begged to be excufed 
from faying any thing on thofe fub- 
eds; adding, that he had formed 
his opinion of Dr. Elliot’s infanity, 
not merely from this letter, but 
rom a variety of circumitances 
which he had obferved in his con- 
verfation and conduct, and which 
had convinced him that he had for 
2 confiderable time paft laboured 
under a deranged ftate of mind. 
Other witnelles were lkewife 
called to prove the infanity of the 
prifoner; which, however, could 
not be eftablifhed to the fatisfaétion 
of the court. The prifoner, never- 
thelefs, was acquitted ; becaufe he 
had been inditted for fhooting at 
the profecutrix with a piftol and 
ball; and the jury were fatisfied 
that there was no ball in the pittol. 
He was then remanded to Newgate, 
in order to take his trial for an af- 
fault; but the feelings of the un- 
happy man, it is fuppofed, were 
inlupportable ; for he died a few 
days after; and the coroner’s jury 
brought in their verdict, “¢ That he 
died by the vilitation ef .God.”’ 
_ At this feflion alfo was tried Hen- 
rietta Radbourn, otherwife Gibfon, 
for the murder of her mittrefs, 
Hannah Morgan, by wounding and 
tabbing her in the head, while 
alleep in her bed : fhe was indiéted, 
#2 One Count, for petty treafon, and 





EN ICE %S. (35) 
for wilful murder. . The jury aes 
quitted ber of the former, and 
tound her guilty of the latter; .up- 
on which judgment was refpired till 
the opinion of the twelve judges 
could be taken. See p. 48. 

22. An account is recejved by 
late advices trom Madras, of the 
following very ¢xtraordinary cir- 
cumilance. 

Shaik Soyliman, a private foldier 
of the 2cth battalion: of the Sea- 
poy corps, fiationed at Chepauk, 
was tried at the Madras quarten 
feflion, in Oétober laft, for murder~ 
ing his wife: the fact being fufi- 
ciently proved, the prifonermade 
the following very extraordipary, 
defence; that: he and his. family 
having, from a variety of cireum- 
fiances, been plunged into ay infup- 
portable itate ot ditirefs, himfelf and 
his wite thought death infinitely pre- 
ferable to the lingering rack ofexitts 
ence; that,atter debating again and 
again the melancholy fubject, it 
was refolved that he fhould firft de- 
firoy their infant daughter, then his 
wite, and atrerwards himfelf. This 
horrid plan was defeated, he faidg 
by his wife’s maternal feelings, who 
not being able to endure the dread- 
ful thought of beholding the flaugh- 
ter of her beloved and only childs 
entreated him to give her the firft 
fatal blow ; that, in compliance 
with her requett, he put an end te 
her mifery, by plunging a dagger 
into her bofom, and that, whilit in 
an agony of defpair, he was pre 
paring to deflroy his daughter, the 
guards, alarmed by her cries, rufh« 
ed in, and prevented the execution 
of his purpofe. 

The jury, taking all the circume 
ftances into their . confideration, 
brought in their verdict, ‘* Guilty 
without malice”’—-but the court ree 
prefenting the illegality of fucha 
verdict, they agreed to find him 

(C 2) *¢ Guilty,” 
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++ Guilty,” at the fame time {trone- 
ly recommending the upfortunatc 
wretch to his majefly’s mercy. He 
will therefore remain clofely con- 
fined till his majefty’s gracious plea- 
fure fhall be known. 

24- The removal of the minor 
lord vifcount Gormanttown, from 
Ireland to Liege, has been thought 
a meafure of fuflicient magnitude 
to call for the interference not only 
of the government of Ireland, but 
alfo of the cabinet of Great Bri- 
tain. The marquis of Caermar- 
then wrote in his majefty’s name to 
the prince bithop of Liege, to de- 
fire that his highnefs would caule 
the young lord to be delivered into 
the bade of fuch perfons as his 
majefty fall commitlion to receive 
him. But his highnels returned 
for anfwer, that though he was the 
fovereign of Liege, herwas bound 
by the laws and conftitutions of his 
principality, and therefore could 
not take upon himfelt finally to de- 
termine in fuch a matter without 
the advice and concurrence of his 
grand chapter and his government ; 
that he would, however, immedi- 
ately communicate the affair, toge- 
gether with his majetty’s wifhes, to 
his council, and without delay 
make the marquis acquainted with 
the refult of their deliberations. 
Accordingly the aftuir was maturcly 
conlidered and debated in the 
prince’s council, and it was at lait 
refolved, that his bhighnefs could 


not, contiiently with the laws of 


the tlate, force a catholic out ot his 
dominions, tor the purpofe ot put- 
ting him into the hands of thole 
who would bring him up a pro- 
teitant. 

Birmingham, July 238. A fow 
days ago a boat built with Englith 
iron by J. Wilkinfon, elq. of Brad- 
ley Forge, came up our canal to 
this town, loadedavith 22 tons and 
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1500 weight of its own meta! ke. 
It is nearly of equal dimentions 
with the other boats employed y 
the canal, being feventy feet | 
and fix feet cight inches and half 
wide. The thicknefs of the plates 
with which it is made js about 
5-1oths of an inch, and it js put 
together with rivets, like Copper 
or fire-engine boilers ; but the thera. 

fis arc wood, and the gun-wale 
is lined with, and the beams are 
made cf elm planks. Her Weight 
is about eight tons ; fhe will carry 
in deep water upwards of 32 tons, 
and when light the draws about the 
fame as a common wooden box, 
viz. eight or nine inches of water, 

Mr. Stalcouth, at the inftance of 
a copper company, is now building 
a veflel whofe bottom is to be ep. 
tirely of copper without any plank. 
ing, which, were it continually 
to be fufpended in water, might an- 
{wer every purpofe of commerce; 
but whether it will bear to be Jaid 
aground when loaded feems doubt. 
ful. 


AUGUST. 


10. Tuis morning the difagree. 
able news was received at the Bait 
Inia Houle of the fhip Hartwell, 
captain bictt, being totally loft on 
her outward-bound voyage, the 2gth 
ot May, off the itland ot Bona Vith, 
belonging to the Portuguefe, The 
unfortunate event appears to have 
hxppened through want of proper 
difeipline on board the flup. The 
lofs to the company, the mifurers, 
and thofe who had property in the 
Hartwell, is eftimared at not Iels 
than 1:00.cools 

‘The Hartwell was a new flip @ 
upwards of goo tons burthen, built 
tor the company, and let at an um 
der treight. 

Captain Fiott who commanded her, 
with the greater part of the crews 
2 faved 
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faved themfclves on the rocks on 
which the fhip {plit. 

‘he chief mate and twenty-three 
wen fitted the long-boat, and pro- 
ceeded to the Welt Indies ; arrived 
gt St. Vincent's on the 2 3d ot June ; 
took their paflage to England from 
thence in the William, captain 
Young, who landed them at Portt- 
mouth, on the fame day wath cap- 
tain Fiott. 

Captain Fiott and the purfer 
took their paflage home in a Portu- 
guele ; but meeting an Englith cute 
ter at fea, fhe landed them at Portf- 
mouth on Friday the roth intlant, 

The officers left at Bona Vitta 
are, Mr. Crifp, third mate; Mr, 
Whie, fixth ditto; Mr. Nicholas 
Fiott, Mr. P. Patriarche, Mr. C. 
Willimot, Mr. Boydel, Mr. Price, 
midfhipmen ; Mr. Jones, captain’s 
clerk ; with fitty-two of the crew. 

14. The king has been pleated, 
by letters patent under the great 
feal of Great Britain, to erect the 
province of Nova Scotia into a bi- 
fhop’s fee, and to name and appoint 
the rev. Charles Inglis, do¢ter in 
divinity, to be bithop of the faid fee. 

Prefton, Aug. 7. Soon atter the 
race, one of the tlands fell with a 
great number of people on and 
about it, fome of whom had their 
limbs broken. The crafi of the 
ftand, and the cries and groans of 
men, women, and children, were 
truly pitiable. ‘The carl of Derby 
ordered every pothble affittance ta 
be adminitlered to the dittrefled 
fuiierers. 

17. To the honour of humanity, 
and the credit of the Irith nobility 
and gentry, they have, during the 
late hay-harveit, railed the wares 
of ther day-labourers in the field, 
three-pence a day; lord vifcount 
Powerfcourt fet the example. 

Paris, dug. 6. On Tuetday laft, 
® great tumult arofe in the Italian 
P-yhoule, which in fome meafure 
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indicates the prefent difpofition of 
the people of this country, The 
houfe being very crowded, and the 
weather extremely hot, the audi- 
ence in the pit demanded, as has 
been cuftomary on fuch occafions, 
that the doors of the boxes fhould 
be thrown open. ‘This being a na 
time refufed, a man who had dif- 
tingufhed himfelt by his loud veice, 
was feized by one of the guards ; 
the people joined immediately to 
refcue their friend, a feuffle enfued 
—at length the reft of the guards 
entered and carried off their pri- 
foner. The pit fliil more irritated, 
determined the play fhould not be- 
gin till the man was releafed. After 
a lone and violent confution, the 
ofhcer very prudently drew off all 
his men from the playhoufe, in 
order to prevent any difagreeable 
confequences, and fet their prifoner 
at liberty, who was immediately 
brought back on the fhoulders of 
the people, and received with the 
univerfal applaufe of the whole 
houfe. 

Peterfourgh, Fuly 20. An ukafe, 
or imperial edict, hes jut been pub- 
lifhed here, by which all arrears to 
the poll tax to the firft of January, 
1776, are remitted, and the term of 
twenty years granted tor the pay- 
ment by inftallment of the arrears 
due from that period to the firft of 
January 1726. In cetault of money, 
corn is to be received in lieu thereof 
at the current market price. Perfons 
who have terved twenty-five years 
in the army are exempted from all 
perfonal taxes in their retirement. 
‘The tax on the purchafe of lands 
and houfes is reduced from fix to 
five per cent. and what was formerly 
called the fourth tax, levied on 
fuch as entered’ into the poffeifion 
of lands without the ufual forma- 
lities, is remitted. All profecutions 
depending againtt the heirs of — 
lic defaulters are to ceafe; and no 
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fuit is to be commenced in future 
for a deficiency in the government 
cath, if proved to have happ: ned 
involuntarily, unleis i exceeds a 
thoufand rubles. Deferters and 
other fugitives are pardoned, and 
the term -of one year allowed tor 
their appearance it within the em- 
pire, and two years if abroad. Cri- 
qinals under ientence of death are 
to be emploved atthe public works. 
Prifoners, and thofe condemned to 
corporal punifhments, are to be 
fent to the colonies, except thofe 
convicted of murder, or who may 
have been branded. The debts of 
perfons who have been confined for 
five years, whether in public or 
private fuits, are annulled. The 
limitation of ten years for the com- 
mencement of civil actions is ex. 
tended to government claims ; afd 
all criminal and civil profecutions, 
on the part of the crown, which 
have been depending for ten years, 
are fuperfeded. Pardon is granted 
for negligence in public duty ; but 
bribery and wilful offences of the 
like nature are excepted. Specu- 
Jators in brandy and fale alfo fhare 
the general amnefly. 

18. By a letter from the north of 
Ireland, it appears, that the late 
thunder, lightning, and hail have 
done much mifchief there. The 
Giants-Caufeway has been fplit in 
one part of the rock upwards of 
twenty yards, and at Glenarm, the 
feat of the ear! of Antrim, feveral 
deer were killed in the park, and 
one cow had half her fkull entirely 
and cleanly feparated from the other 
part by lightning. ‘There was a con- 
fiderable commotion in the fea at 
Larne, and the waves rufe moun- 
tains high, and the waters fhook as 
it there had been an earthquake. 
A fhip with glafs bottles, bound 
trom Ballycaftle to Dublin, was 
forced trem her moorings, and dafh- 
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-4d on fhore above feventy yards 
from the water, to the amazemeng 
of the terrified beholders ; only 
one man was loft, but the fhip ig 
broke to pieces. At Cartickiegt 
gus the hail did much damage, and 
killed a number of lambs, and evey 
fheep. 

22. A fpecial court of dire@or, 
was held at the India-houte, for the 
purpofe of taking into confideration 
the conduct of the captain ard off. 
cers of the fhip Hartwell; and af. 
ter an examination into all the pars 
ticulars, which latted tevery] hours, 
they came to a refolution to difmifs 
the captain and chief mate, and fut. 
pend the fecond mate from the fer. 
vice. 

27. A botanical garden has lately 
becn eltablithed at Bengal, under 
the direction of colonel Kydd, 
whofe fcientific difcoveries are like. 
ly to prove of the preatett benefit 
to the India company, who hare 
fent out orders to earl Cornwallis 
to fpare no expence in rendering 
his labours effectually beneficial.— 
The ‘cinnamon and favo trees aré 
directed to be particularly attended 
to: the former mott valuable fpice, 
it is thought, may be produced 
nearly equal to that of Ceylon; 
and the fugo trees, if fuccef> 
ful, will prove dn ineftimable re- 
fource in cafes of famine and pellti- 
lence. 

28. The right hon. lord Dun- 
boyne read his recantation from the 
errors of the church of Rome, in 
the parifh church of Clonmel, on 
the 22d of Auguft laft. The earl 
of Earlsfort, chief juftice of the 
king’s bench, with feveral others 
of the nobility, and a very numer- 
ous congregation, were prefent at 
the folemnity. His lordfhip, who 
was titular bifhop of Corke, had 
very lately entered into the haly 
{tate of matrimony, and was, con, 

fequently. 
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atly, fafpended from his ece 
jaitical dignity. 
ee The firettors of the India 
company have pre‘ented the fociety 
for promoung Chrittian Knowledge 
with one hundred reains of iuper- 
fine paper, for the purpoie of enr 
abling the fociety to complete a 
verfion of the Bible in the Malabar 
language, forthe ule of the natives 
of India. - a 
31. Letters from Sicily give an 
sccount of an extraordinary crup- 
tion of mount A&tna, fuch as has 
not happened betore in the memory 
of man; a loud rumbling nore, 
and a quivering of the mountain, 
receded this phanomenon ; but, 
on the 8th of July, about three in 
the morning, a terrible volume of 
fire iffued from thé mountain like a 
whirlwind, and. with fuch a blaze 
as if the mountain was opened, and 
a column of fire had added ‘tiwoe 
thirds to its height, which cat fuch 
a light, that people could fee ito 
read by it at twenty miles ditlance. 
A thower of fand, or ¢alcined lava, 
and ftones of an enormous fize, 
were caita prodigious: height, sand 
fell agvin at a great diflance.. Sul- 
phureous vapours, lightnings,"and 
horrible howlings in the air, ac» 
companied this dreadful irruption. 
The thower of fand and calcined 
flones is faid to have fallen on the 
city of Meifina, the coult of @a- 
labria, and on all the iflands’and 
adjecent coafts as fay as Malta. The 
columa of fire at tirft took ‘its di- 
rection towards the Ionic fea; but, 
ata certain dillance, fhifted towards 
the African coait. The inhabitants 
uttered trom ‘the futtocating finell, 
and the extreme heat of the air 
All the produce of the earth is de- 
troved ; and, for many miles, the 
lind retembles the feorched deferts 
ot Libya. It is remarkable, that 
about the faine 
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time to fend forth flames’; and the 
lava flows at prefent aloug the valr 
ley which feparates that mountaia 
trom mount Somma, 


SEPTEMBER, 


3. One Thomas Stone having 
written a very extraordinary letter 
to her majefty, in which he avowed 
a patlion for the princefs royal, it 
was thought neceflary to apprehend 
him; and his perfon being kuowr 
to the Bow-ftreet people,’ one of 
them was fent to Windlor, where, 
on Wednefday lait, Stone fet off 
with the defign of vifiiing the royal 
family. He tlopt at Brentford, and 
in the morning walked off with an 
intention of going to Windfor, to 
know the reafon why he had not 
an anfwer to the propolal; but 
meeting with his-majeity on horfe- 
back,'‘he returned and followed the 
king to Kew; here'the unhappy 
man was apprehended,-and taken 
into cullody by the foldiers. - Mac- 
matius was fent for, who brought 
him to town, and hewas taken to 
Mr, Nepean’s oitiee. The perfon 
ait whofe houfe he lodged in the city 
was fent for. His converfation is 
traly that of a lunatic ;«he fays, 
‘his heart was ftole' from. him three 
years ago, and till laft-March he 
did not know who was the robber, 
till being at the play, he faw the 
ptincefs royat lookup at the two 
fhilling gailery, and there he difco, 
vered the poifeffor of it. Upon 
being afked if he fhould know her, 
he faid no; but he was geing to 
Wihdfor to take her. [He vas 
committed to Tothill-fields Bridewell 
Sor further examination, the refult of 
nubich was, that he was conveyed, a 
Few days after, ta Bethlehem Hofs 

ita’.) 

Calcutta, Jan. 28. Earl Corn- 
wallis is unremitting in his enquis 
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ries and fuperintendance of every 
department, and fecms, at leatt as 
to difintereitednefs and diligence, to 
be the counterpart of what lord 
Macartney was at Madras. ‘Lhe 
noble earl was fearcely entercd on 
his new authority the firii of the 
year, when he fulpended Mr. Bar- 
ton, and nine other members of the 
board ot trade, and Mr. Hench- 
man, the paymafler general. The 
charges are not yet known but to 
the parties ; and it is faid, that they 
had not the leait tufpicion of any 
matter being againit them, uvtl 
the order of the fufpenfion pailed 
the board. The fecretaries, and 
every perfon in fuch public depart- 
ments, have been obliged to relin- 
quifh all their private concerns in 
trade, &c. The nabob of Bengal 
has been to vilit the governor ge- 
neral, and was much fhrprifed at 
his lord{hip’s refufal of a nuzzer 
(prefent) of eight thoufand rupees ; 
as, on the other hand, was carl 
Cornwallis, at the nabob’s requeit- 
ing he might be permitted to {pend 
his penfion of fixteen lacks of ru- 
pees a year as he chofe, which his 
jordihip immediately ordered. Mr. 
Colebrook was imprudent enough 
to let his moonthea (Perfian clerk) 
take a prefent from the nabab of 
ten thoufand rupees, for which he 
lott his appointment of Perfiap 
tranilator to the council. All this 
1s fuch a firange reverfe in Bengal, 
that nabobs, rajahs, &c, are making 
daily application for leave to come 
ro Calcutta, to yilit the pheno- 
Jpenon, 

Gla/zew, Sept. 4. For fome time 
a the operative weavers have 
been jn very bad humour refpect- 
ing the reduction of their wages 
upon fome kinds of work. This 
forenoon a number of them affem- 
bled, and cut feveral webs out of 
the looms of thoie perfons who had 
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agreed to work at the reduced 
prices. The magiiiretes met aud 
jent the town ofhcers to {eize the 
perpetrators, but finding themfelyes 
too weak, they returned, The 
magifirates then went along with 
them, and came up with the ope. 
rative weavers (Who had feveral of 
the webs they had cut out in their 
hands) about the cait cud of the 
Gallowgate. The magiflrates te, 
monftrated with the weavers, who, 
initead of littening to their argu. 
ment, pelted them with vollies of 
tlones, one of which tlruck the lon 
provolt a violent blow on the arm; 
fome other geatlemen were wound 
ed with the ftones. It was thea 
found neceffary to call for the aid 
of the military, who conducted the 
magiftrates back to the council 
chamber, where they deliberated 
upon what was to be done. The 
military were ordered to draw upat 
the Crols, with fcerewed bayonets, 
and their guns loaded with ball, 
The magiftrates then came out, 
and caufed the riot act to be read 
to an immente multitude, who were 
now aflembled, and gave fuitable 
advice to the populace, warning 
them of thyir danger, and deliring 
them to difperfe, but in vain, The 
foldiers then were ordered to the 
Gallowgate, where the principal 
bo’y ot the weavers were. On 
approaching them, the military en- 
deavoured to line the ftreet and 
lanes, when a fcurle entfued, upon 
which the foldiers were commanded 
to fire, which they did, and killed 
four or five perfons, and wounded 
feveral. After this a number were 
taken prifoners and lodged in gaol, 
[ The perfons killed «were interred a few 
days after, svithout any diflurbance 
the wifiom and firmneli of the magi 
Sracy having ryflered traaguillity 
the citys] . 

3r At the annual meeting of the 
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French academy on the 25th in- 
jtant, the prize of Virtue was ad- 
* deed to a maid fervant of the 
name of La Blond, who fupported, 
by her work and the little income 
fhe has, her matter and mittreis tor 
upwards of thirty years; and now, 
aher their death, the takes care ot 
their children, going out to nurte 
for the purpoie of procuring them 
the neceflary affittance. By regnl- 
jing to the audience’s mind to unpa- 
yalleled an ioftance of fidelity and 
charity, which they had already 
heard of in the public papers, a de- 
gree ot enthutiafm fpread its influ- 
ence over every individual; and an 
eminent magittrate propoling to 
make a collection upon the fpot for 
the children, who were pretent, it 
was immediately agreed to. Thirty- 
three louis d’ors were collected, 
which added to the prize, fifty louis, 
made up the fum of eighty-three 
pounds tierling. A private gentle- 
man offered to take the money, and 
to pay an intereit of ten per cent, 
with the capital always remaining. 

24. Nineteen prifoners received 
fentence of death at the Old Bailey. 
Among the trials worthy of obier- 
vation, this fefon, were that of 
Thomas Riley aud Abraham Davids, 
indicted for procuring John M*Da- 
nicl to take a falfe oath at Do¢tors 
Commons, for the purpofe of pro- 
curing letters of adminittration to 
the eftate and effects of James Lewis, 
deceated. 

John M‘Daniel being produced 
as evidence for this profecution, 
was oppoted by Mr. Sheppard and 
Mr. Garrow, as being a perfon 
convicted of a capital offence latt 
felion. He was then put to the 


bar, and addrefled by the clerk of 
the arraigns in the ufual way. « John 
M'‘Danicl, you have been convicted 
ot telony, what have you to fay, 
Why the court fhould not give you 
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fentence to die according to law?” 
He then fell on his knees, ahd 
pleaded the king’s pardon, 

The recorder being of opinion, 
that it was not fufficient to produce 
the record of the conviction of 
M'‘Daniel, of the crime for which 
the prifoners flood indicted, of pro- 
curing ; but thatthe jury, who were 
impanelled on the prefant trial, 
fhould be fatisfied that the verdict 
of the jury who tried John M‘Da- 
nicl, and found him guilty, was 
juft ; the whole of the evidence on 
the former trial was then examined ; 
after which, John M*‘Danicl was 
called, upon which Mr. Sheppard 
very ftrenuoufly oppofed the admif- 
fion of this evidence, contending, 
that it was not in the king’s power 
to give competency to the prefentr 
witnefs; he admitted, that, as to 
the man forgiven, the king’s pardon 
was complete, but that pardon 
could not operate to the prejudice 
of athird perfon, which would be 
obvioully the cafe if the witnefs 
was permitted by his evidence to 
criminate the prifoners, 

Mr, Garrow maintained, that 
the evidence of the witnefs was in- 
admiffible: he faid, that the coun- 
fel tor the profecution had argued, 
that the king’s pardon was to be 
confidered as a charter of reftora- 
tion. He, on the contrary, con- 
tended, that it could only be confi- 
dered as a charter of remiffion,— 
not that which retlored a man to his 
former privileges as a member of 
fociety, but merely a forbearance 
of the execution ot the punifhment 
which the law demands and the kin 
has a right to inflict or withhold, 
He contended, that although the 
king could pardon the offence, yet 
he could not give tke perfon in 
queftion any more than his forgives 
nefs: that inthe cafe of treafon, it was 
clear the king could pardon, but he 

could 
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could do no more ; before the trai- 
sor could be scitored, an act of par- 
jiament thould pafs for that perpote 
precifely in the fame terms, and 
defcribing the predicament in which 
the perfun in quetlion flood. Many 
other arguments were advanced, 
which were confidered by the court 
as of great weight, 

The witncls was however exa- 
mined, and the prifoner Abraham 
Davids was acquitted, bue Thomas 
Riley was found Guiity—Deats. 

The recorder obferved that the 
objections made by the learned 
counfel to the evidence of John 
M‘Daniel, had made fo forcible an 
imprefion on his mind, that be 
fhould, at a'l events, referve the 
cale for the opinion of the judges. 

29. John Burnell, efy. elected 
lord-mayor of London. 


OCTOBER, 


6, The hempand flax which is to 
be cultivated in New South Wales, 
is trom the hemp or tiax plant of 
New Zealand, which is about a 
fortnight’s fail from New South 
Wales.—In Zealand it grows fpon- 
tancoutly, and is fit tor the various 
purpoles of flux, hemp, and ilk, 
and much ealler manutactured than 
cither of them; the threads or fila- 
ments are tormed by nature with 
fuch delicacy, that they may be 
divided into threads fmall enough 
for making the finett linen ; in co- 
lour and glofs it refembles a pale 
green Ulk, and is of fuch a texture, 
that a cable of ten inches being 
made thereof, is equal in durability 
and itrength to one of eighteca or 
twenty inches made of Kuropean 
hemp. 

20. A court martial has been 
fitting fome time at the Horie- 
guards, On the trial of major John 
Browne, of the 67th regiment, upon 
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a comphunt exlubiced: by the mem. 
bers of a court-martial at Antigua, 
of difrefpect to them, and on 4 
charge of cruelty to Thomas kg. 
wards, a private foldier. And yet 
terday the court-martial delivereg 
their fentence, that the major was 
fo far guilty of the difrefpect jaig 
to his charge, in that he had dif 
claimed the authority of the Anti. 
gua cout martial to put him jg 
arreft, refufed to pay obedience to 
them as acourt, and fubmitted to 
the arreft on the fole ground of the 
prefident being an officer of fuperior 
rank to him. But for this contempr 
it. was judged, that the very long 
period of the major’s arreit wasa 
juificient puntfhment.—With ref. 
pectto the private foldicr, he was 


‘ound. guilty, not ot ervelry, but of 


opprefion, and was tentenced to be 
fufpended from pay and duty 309 
days, the time during which he had 
confined the faid toldier without 
trial; and he was alfo fentenced to 
pay the foldier torty pounds. 

he court alfo declared, that all 
courts martial are entitled to obe- 
dience, how low foever the rank of 
the members that compofe it; and 
that an attempt to depreciate the 
military character of a commanding 
officer, when notin the exercife ot 
his command, was not an injury 
of a mere private nature, but with- 
in the cognizance of a court mar- 
tial. 

23. Mr. Prior, of Charlotre- 
ftreet, coming home late in the 
evening on Wednefday the zoth ult. 
perceived a light of an extraordl- 
nary kind inthe houfe of Chrittian 
Paulfon Wyvill, and knocked at the 
door to enquire the caufe. A female 
fervant anfwered the bell, and ftated 
that only a warehoufeman and het- 
felf were in the houfe, that her 
matter had fet off tor the continent, 
a day before, and that no perfon 
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tad, to her knowledge been in the 
apartment from the windows of 
which the light in Sper was {cen, 
byt that fhe woul readily accom- 

ay Mr. Prior up ftairs, and fee 
what was the inatter. When they 
came to the room, it appeared that 
the wainfcot was on fire, and the 
whole of it nearly confumed, in 
confequence of fome rolls of paper, 
dipped in a preparation of combuf- 
tible quality, having been {pread 
about the floor ; but that a bed and 
its furniture, that ftood in the cen- 
treof the apartment, had efcaped 
the fames. A few pails of water 
extinguithed the fire, and, on fearch- 
ing the other rooms, it was found, 
that a moft artful preparation had 
been made for their being burnt. 
As the tenant had previoufly infured 
to a conliderable amount in the 
Royal Exchange and Pheenix fire - 
offices, the directors of both joined 
in fending Mr. Prior a prefent of an 
elegant and coftly filver falver with 
the following in{cription : 

“ The Goyernor and Company 
of the Royal Exchange affurance, 
and the Directors of the Phoenix 
fire-oftice, to Mr. Philip Prior, as 
a memorial of his fervices to them, 
and to the public, on the zoth of 
September, 1787, when by judici- 
ous exertions he topped the ravage 
of a fire, lighted by an incendiary.” 

27. At the feflions, which ended 
at the Old Builey, fix convicts re- 
ceived fentence of death. At this 
feflions the tollowing remarkable 
cafe occurred : 

John Hagen was indicted for un- 
lawfully obitructing the officers of 
the revenue in the exercife of their 
cuty, when they were feizing a 
ceriain quantity of geneva. ‘This 
relittance, by act of parliament, 1s 
Made d capital offence. 
aa. he indictment being read, and 
fe pritoner afked, “* Are you guilty 
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of this felony or not guilty ?” he 
pleaded, ** Not guilty.” Mr. Gar- 
row, his cocnfel, informed him, 
that he had peruied the cafe atten- 
tentively, and from the ‘circum- 
flances which attended it, he was 
perfuaded it would be to the prifon- 
er’s advantage to wave his plea, and 
inftead of it to plead ** Guilty.” 
The prifoner took his advice, and 
pleaded “* Guilty.” 

The folicitor. general then flated 
the circumftances of the cafe, and 
admitted that the prifoner was an 
object to whom lenity fhould ex- 
tend; it was the duty of his’ office 
to ftate the nature of the cafe, it 
was a duty alfo which he owed to 
humanity to ftate the extenuating 
circumftances which attended the 
prifoner’s guilt. The fact was, that 
the prifoner, in company with 
others, entered into a very ferious 
refiitance to the king’s officers, who 
were upon their - en in feizing 
goods for the king’s ufe; but that 
the prifoner having faved the life 
of the oilicers, very properly be- 
came an object of as much lenity as 
the law allowed. 

The recorder then pronounced 
fentence that he be only confined for 
one month in the cells of Newgate, 
and then difcharged. 


NOVEMBER. 


1. Peter Belin, of South Caro- 
lina, has with much labour, hazard, 
and expence, difcovered and intro- 
duced into that ftate three feveral 
principles of water-works,—One to 
overflow with water the furface of 
any tract of land twenty-fix feet or 
more above the level of any river 
or courfe of water, at a cheap, eafy, 
and expeditious rate.-—Another to 
drain low overflowed lands down 
to any depth, and to throw water 
up to any height, from one to twe 

hun- 
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bundred feet perpendicular: and 
alfy a certain other machine, that 
will, in eighteen months or two 
years at faitheit, frefhen any fale 
or marth land, fo as to make it fit 
for the culture of any kind of 

roduce fuitable to the climate of 
Pavoline and at the fame time to 
beat out rice, grind, or faw lum- 
ber, in acertain regular, conilant, 
and cafy procels. 

All of thefe inventions are con- 
ducted in the fimp'eft manner, and 
conftructed upon plain and eafy 
principles, built at a modcrate ex- 
pence, and promiling the great- 
eft utility. The legiflature of South 
Carolina have vetted in him the 
fole and exclufive right and liberty 
of erecting, building, and vending 
within that flate, the faid three te- 
veral water-works during the rerm 
of fourteen years, 

6. ‘Tuetday was tried on board 
his majeity’s fp Flora, at Dept- 
ford, a new invented machine, cab 
culated for the benelit and eafe of 
the feamen on board the royal navy, 
and the prefervation of {hips of war, 
by working the chain pumps not 
only with more eafe and fewer 
number of men in time of diftrets, 
but likewife in delivering ten thou- 
fand gallons of water by one fingle 
pump more in the fpace of one 
hour, than the prefcat mode of 
working by the winch can admit of 
in a like fituation, and a like pro. 
portion in working two, three, or 
four pumps. 

2. On Saturday died raving 
mad, Mr. Thomas Wood, mafter 
of the afflembly-houfe at Kentifh- 
town. ‘This unfortunate man was 
the object of profecution by the 
late ir Thomas Davenport, for a 
highway robbery. He was very 


. 


honourably acquitted ; and it came 
out aticrwards, that he was perfect- 
ly inpocent of the fact, and that two 
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men, fince executed, had commit. 
ted the robbery. The poor fellow 
in confequence of his long confine. 
ment in Newgate, and the fever 
eficct of his feelings, had epileptic 
fits trom the day of his difcharge 
and became more and more indit. 
pofed till the time of his fatal cata. 
itrophe. See Vol. V. p> 102, aad 
Vol. VI. p. 175 and 53. 

15- The following is an exag 
copy of an American paragraph jn 
a Bofton newfpaper: ** At the fy. 
preme judicial court held at Wer. 
cefter. Ichabed Hayward and Pg. 
tience Twitchell were convided of 
the crime of adultery, and received 
fentence as follows: Hayward to 
fit one hour on the gallows with 3 
rope about his neck, one end there. 
of cait over the gallows, to be pub. 
licly whipped on the naked back 
thirty itripes, and futicr three 
months imprifonment. — Patience 
Twitchell to fit one hour on the 
gallows, with a rope about her 
neck alfo, one end thereof catt over 
the gallows and to be publickly 
whipped twenty ttripes on her bare 
back,.”’ 

Dublin, Nov. 20. Lat nighta 
number of villains found means to 
conceal themfelves in the palace of 
the archbifhop of Dublin, where 
they murdered the porter and houfe- 
mai!, and afterwards fet fire to the 
palace in feveral places ; but the 
flames were extinguifhed without 
much damage. 

The archbifhop and his family 
were at Tallaght, and their plate, 
&c, had not been brought to Dub- 


lin, This morning his grace came 
to town. The ftricteit fearch 


making for the perpetrators. 

It is remarkable the cellars were 
not broke open; nor do we learn 
that any goods were taken away, 
which is attributed to the courage 


of the ancient faithful porter, os 
1a 
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ence been in the army, and 
probably made a ftout refittance. 
One man and two women are taken 
‘nto cuftody on fufpicion, [The 
man was tried in the Sequel, but ac- 
guitted for want of evidences | 

24. An action was lately brought 
againit the high theritf of Kent tor 
extortion, his officers having taken, 
in levying an execution on the ef- 
fects of Mr. Woodgate, more than 
the law allowed. 

This action was tried at the af- 
fizes at Maidtione before Mr. jul- 
tice Gould, when it appeared to the 
jury, that the officers had taken 
much more than they had a right 
to levy, a verdict was given for the 

laintiff, damages fifty-four pounds, 
ing the fum the jury calculated 
upon the over-charges. 

The counfel for the defendant 
then infifted that a cafe fhould be 
made upon the point of law, for 
that although extortion had been 
proved, yet, as it was the act of the 
Sreriff’s officer, and not the act of 
the fheriff, the action was impro- 
perly brought ; tor the fheriff could 
not be fuppofed to be anfwerable 
for the conduct of his officers in the 
commiffion of an illicit act; and if 
an action did accrue to the plaintiff, 
the perfon who actually committed 
the act was alone liable. Upon 
which Mr. juilice Gould ordered 
the verdict to be recorded, fubject 
to the opinion of the court of king’s 
bench, 

Yetterday this bufinefs was fo- 
lemnly decided. It had been long 
the practice of fheriff’s officers to 
take enormous fees on levying exe- 
cutions; and they have not only 
been futicred to pafs without dil- 
pute, but have been contfidered as 
findétly legal. 

Mr. juitice Blackflone, in the fe- 
cond volume of his reports, p. 1103, 
conliders the fees of the fherift’s of- 
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ficers on the levying of executions 
to be of a date fo ancient, as to be 
entitled to be confidered as part of 
the law, particularly as no doubt 
had ever been entertained of the 
propriety of the practice. 

Mr. jultice Afhurit entered into 
the nature of the office of ftheriff, 
and obferved, that originally by 
the common law, he was not allow- 
ed any fees tor the execution of the 
king’s writs. That by an act, 
pafied in the reign of Q. Elizabeth, 
he was entitled to the following al- 
lowance, viz. one fhilling in the 
pound upon all executions where 
the fum levied amounts to rool. or 
lefs, and to 6d. in the pound tor 
every thing above that fum: he 
was clearly of opinion that the 
fheriff was not entitled to any thing 
elfe, and therctore, wherever he 
charged more it was extortion. 

He was alfo of opinion, that in 
all civil cafes, the fheriff was ac- 
countable tor the actions of his of- 
ficers in the execution of any of his 
mandates. 

Mr. juttice Buller was decidedly 
of the fame opinion, as was Mr. 
jutiice Grote, who faid, he was 
happy the prefent difpute came be- 
fore the court, tor, by the pre- 
fent decifion, the law would be 
clearly underitood on this important 
point, 

The determination of the court 
therctfore is, that the fheriff is enti- 
tled, on the levying of executions, 
to nothing more than what is allow- 
ed by the fiatute of the 2gth of Eli- 
zabeth. Officers fees, which have 
hitherto been fo opprefhve and 
enormous, are now totally annihi- 
lated. The fheriff is alfo ciaill/y 
refponfible for the condu& of his 
officers, when on the execution ot 
their duty. cee p- 48. 

25. An aét has been pafled by 
the, legifluture of New York, dif- 
charging 
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charging every perfor’ from impri- 

fonme nt, conkined in any gaol of 

that ftate, for any debts, fines, or 

forfeitures, not exceeding filtecn 
nds, exclutive of cotts. 

And further enacting, thar, no 
individual thus difcharged, fhall at 
any time therealter be imprifoned 
for the fame caufe. Hut it is pro- 
vided, by the authority above-inen- 
tioned, that every debt and damage, 
judgment, and decree, had or ob- 
tained againft every perfon fo dit- 
charged; fiall be good and cficétual 
againft their goods and eflates, rewl 
and perional. ‘This act extends to 
all debrs, ‘fines, &c. due to the 
people of this itate. 

The wildom of this regulation is 
ful ently obvious, for at the fame 
time that it relieves the poverty 
which is the confequence of un- 
avoidable misfortune, it effectually 
guards againft fraudulent debtors, 
by futfering the claim of the credi- 
tor to remain in tull force. 

King fen, Jamaica, Aug, 25. This 
day ariived at Old-Harbour, in an 
open efnoc, one Elias Bafcome, 
belonging to the ifland of Grenada, 
from off the coaft of which he had 
ben driven in a violent gale on 
the 6th of lait month; and being 
wauble to regain it, or to reach any 
of the Windward lands, he was 
forced to commit his veflel to the 
guidance of the winds, which have 
happily conducted hom hither, ‘This 
wntortunate man, during the nine- 
teen days that he was at fea, had 
no other fuftenance for himfelf and 
anegro, but a few pounds of falt- 
beet and fome peas, which he hap- 
pened luckily to have in the boat 
with him, and fuch fith as he could 
catch by accident, not having any 
tackle on board for that purpofe. 
Rain-water was his only drink, with 
which he had trequent Opportuni- 
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ties of being fupplicd in the courh 
of his voyave. 

2¢. The ifland of Dominica, ig 
the courfe of the month of Auvut 
latt, has fuffered three molt dread. 
ful difatters, which have almoft laid 
defolate the whole ifland. The 
firft, which happened on the <4 
was but of fhort duration, and did 
little damage to the country; but 
catt on thore a Guinea hip, and 
feveral fimall craft, that were to 
tally loft. The fecond, which be. 
gan on the 23d about ten in the 
morning, continued with undbat. 
ing fury till late in the evening, 
bearing down every thing before it 
with inevitable dettraction, ‘The 
fea rowed at the fame time, and 
buildings, flanding corn, | canes, 
flipping, trees, plantations, ‘aad 
other produce, the ftores, &c. on 
the berch ; all fuffered alike, and 
nothing but deftruction was to be 
feen throughout the ifland, The 
third gale, which happened on the 
2oth, was attended with more mif- 
chief than either of the other two, 
A third African flip, which had 
{lipt and rode out the former tem- 
pelts, was caft on fhore in this, with 
acargo valued at to,oool. all the 
houfes and works on the pelongs, 
at Prince Rupert’s bay, the barracks, 
and other buildings, on Morne 
Bruce, except the block-houfes and 
macazine, ure among the ruins, In 
fort, the ifland is in a moft deplor- 
able idituation, the provilions in 
the ftores are rendered unfit for the 
fuflenance of the inhabitants, and 
the enfuing crops without hopes of 
recovery. The troops, both offi- 
cers and foldiers, have fhared in 
the common calamity, the hon. Mr. 
Gore, of the 30th regiment, was 
dingerouily wounded. Captain 


Matterton alfo of the fame regi- 
ment is much hurt. [Confderable 
damagt 
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». This day.fome fithermen fith- 
ing in the river Thames, near Pop- 
lar, with much ditheulty, drew: into 
their: boat’ a fhark yet alive, but 
apparently very fickly. It was 
taken on fhore, and being opencc, 
in its sbelly were found a filver 
watch, a metal chain, and a corne- 
lian feal, together with feveral 
{mall pieces ot gold lace, fuppoted 
to have belonecd to fome young 
gentleman, who was untortunate 
enough to have fallen overboard ; 
but that the body and other parts, 
had either been divetied, or other- 
wife voided; but che watch. and 
gold lace not being able to pats 
through it, the fifh had thereby be- 
come fickly, and would in:all pro- 
bability very foon have died. ‘The 
watch had the name of Henry Wat- 
fon, London, No. 1369, and the 
works are very much impaired. On 
thele circumitances being made 
public, Mr. Henry Watfon, watch- 
maker, in Shoreditch, recollected, 
that about two years ago he fold 
the watch to Mr. Ephraim Thomp- 
fon, of Whitechapel, as a prefent 
to his fon, on going out on his firit 
voyage, on board the fhip Polly, 
captain Vane, bound to Coaft and 
Bay. _ About three leagues off Fal- 
mouth, by a fudden heel of the 
vellel, during «a fquall, matter 
Thompfon fell overboard, and was 
no more feen, ‘Ihe news of his 
being drowned foon after came to 
the knowledge of his friends, who 
little thought of hearing any thing 
more concerning him. Mr. Thomp- 
fon is faid to have purchafed the 
thark, to preferve it as a memorial 
of fo lingular an event. It is the 
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largett ever remembered to harer 
been taken in the hanes, being” 
from the tip of the fnout to the ex-" 
tremity of the tail.o feet 3 inchesp 
from the fhoulder to the extremity 
of the body, 6 feet one inch; round! 
the body, in the thicke!! part, 6 fede 
ginches. The width of the jaws, 
when extended, +> inches. It has 
five rows of teeth, confequently 
five vears old, having an additional 
row every year, ull atcarrives at its’ 
tull growth. 

Freth water may. be extraéted 
from falt by the toliowing fimple 
proces; the experiment has verv 
lately besn made with fuecefs by 
Mr. Allen, of Newhaven, insAme» 
rica. A common hoothead is pro- 
vided with a falfe bottom, about 
three or four inches above the lower 
head. This talfe bottom is perfor- 
ated with a number of holes, and 
over them a filter of flannel. ‘The 
barrel is then nearly filled with the 
tinctt. fand, beat.down very hard ; 
a tube, conymunicating with the 
{pace between the two bortoms, is 
extended to a cenvenient  heighr 
above the top of the barrel. The 
fea water is poured into this tube, 
and pretling every way according 
to its altitude, it endeavours te force 
its way through the fand to the top 
of the barrel, whence, by this 
mode of filtration, it is drawn off 
frefh and fit tor ute. Any other 
filter will do as well as flatinel, 
which will ftop the fand, and admit 
the water. ‘The faline particles 
being heavier, and’ perhaps differs 
ently formed, meet with ob(tructions 
from the fand, and are left behind. 

cs. Was tried, before the barons 
of exchequer, an information filed 
by the attorney-general, againtt 
‘Thomas Harman, of -Fairlight, in 
Suffex, for exporting wool; when 
a verdict was given for 7321. the 
penalty of 38. for every pound 

weighs 


. 
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weight fo exported. Next day a 
verdict was given againft John Har- 
man of eds iace, for the like 
offence, of 38991. 

so. Lord George Gordon was ap- 

at Birmingham, by Mr. 
us, on the 7th infant, 
on a warrant front judge Buller, tor 
a contempt of court. It appears, 
that he has lived at Birmingham 
ever fince Augutt lait, convert- 
ing with nobody but the Jews, 
whofe mode of drefs and manners 
he has aflumed, and to whole reli- 
jon, it is faid, he has profeffed 
Fimtelf a profelyte. His lordihip 
made fome fcrup'e, at firit, to travel 
on the fabbath: yer, though he 
might have been bailed ull the day 
following, he chofe to furrender to 
the judge, by whote warrant he 
was apprehended. He {et out ac- 
cordingly from Birmingham the 
fame evening, or carly next morn- 
ing, and arrived at London on the 
Sth in the evening, but too late to 
be received into the king’s bench 
prifon, and was theretore lodged at 
the grand hotel, Covent-garden, 
and next day delivered into the 
cuftody of the marthal. He appears 
with a beard of an extraordinary 
length, and the ufual raiment ot 
the Jews. 

Henrietta Radbourne, alias Gib- 
bons, who, in July fetfion was 
convicted of the wiltul murder of 
Hannah Morgan, her mittrefs, and 
ber judgment refpited for the opi- 
nion of the judges, was yeiterday 
fet tothe bar at the Old Bailey, and 
acquainted, that their lordfhips had 
confirmed the verdict of the jury, 
and thereon Mr. recorder pafied 
fentence on her to be executed to- 
morrow, and aficrwards to be dif- 
fected. Sve p. 35. 

t3- Lord George Gordon was 
taken from the king’s bench prifon 
by a general habeas corpus moved 
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for by the crown, and committed 
to the matter’s fide of Newvate. It 
fhould feem that there was fome 
difference of opinion ref{pecting the 
nature of the offence, y hether 
bailable or not. The judge fuid, jx 
was the order of the crown, and 
muft be obeyed. His lordihip was 
carried to Newgate in a hackngs 
coach with a tpilaff. Lord George 
whallt he refided in Birmingham, 
lodged in one of the dirtie houfes 
in Dudicy-itreet, where the Jews 
chiefly inhabit. 

zc. An adtion was tried fome 
time ago in Wettminfler-hall, which 
from the trequens vy of the offence 
complained of ought to be made 
known, that thofe who are unfor. 
tunate cnouch to fall into the hands 
of rapacious bailifis, and who may 
not have the means of procuring 
legal advice, may fee at once 
whether they are impofed upon in 
the payment of fees. 

By the 29th otf Elizabeth, c. 4, 
it 15 exprefly enacted, “ that 
fherifis fhail not receive for execut. 
ing any execution upon the body, 
land, or goods of any perfon more 
than 12d. tor every 203. where the 
fum exceedeth not 10 |. and 64, 
for every 208. above :ool.—that 
they thall levy or take the body in 
execution for, on forfeiture of sol. 
and treble damaces. 

Notwithflanding the pofitive in- 
jun¢tions of this act, it is a conftant 
practice with fheriff’s officers to 
make a variety of charges for com 
miflion, brokers, inventories, pol 
feffion, &c. which in gencral mount 
up to treble the fum they are le 
gally intitled to, and which if they 
fall upon the plaintiff, as they 
inevitably muft where there is no 
penalty, will entirely cat upa fmall 
debt; or if upon the defendant, 
as in all cafes where there is a pe 
nalty, very frequently exceed the 
whole 
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whole cofts of the fuit. Anxious 
ty defend thefe exorbitant charges, 
rhe defendants in this a¢tion went 
fg far as to hazard a trial in the 
-ourt of king’s-bench. Phe deci- 
fen however was direetly againtt 
them, the judge declaring thote 
fees to be exorbitant and illegal. 
For the more correct information 
of the public we fhall ftate the cuf- 
tomary rate of charges, and cone 
cat ic with that the legal tees, by 
which every man may judge for 
himfelt, without refercuce to a law- 





Te 
. ‘fual Demand. 
l. sid. 
\Varrant - 0 26 
laventory - 2 2 0 
Broker - - 0 15 0 
Commilfion at 74 per cent. 7 10 © 
Poun lage - 5 0 °O 
Levy - , .9:0 
Hafleiion fix days - 018 0 
Amounting in the 
whole to bf. 17 14 6 
Legal Charge. 
l. s.d, 
Warrane o 26 
Poundage on tool, 5 oO°O 
Levy r ‘i > ve 
p ee 
Amounting onlyto £.6 36 


2°. Prince William Henry, ia 
the Pegafus, arrived at Plymouth. 

Cologne, Dec. 4. The magittrate 
of this place has permitted the pro- 
cllants to erect a place of worthip, 
and build fchools adjoining to it, 
and a manfion-houfe tor their mi- 
pilter. 


BIRTHS in the Year 1787-6 


Jannary 5. The countefs of Gra- 
d, a caughter,. 

6. Lady of fir John W. Pole, 
bart, “4 ion. 

3787. 
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23. Lady Brownlow, a daughter, 
26. The hon. Mrs. Arundel, a 

fon. 

February 17. The lady of fir 

David Carnegic, bart. a daughter. 
— The lady of fir John Frede- 

rick, bart. a daughter. 

Apri! 2. Countefs of Leicefter, 

a daughter, 

June 21. The lady of fir Henry 

Gough, bart. a fon. 

23» The duchefs of Northumber- 
land, a fon. 

July 8. Marchionefs of Bucking. 
ham, a daughter. 

26. Lady Elizabeth 
daughter. 

Auguft io. Lady of fir Thomas 

Whichcote, bart. a fon and heir. 
16. Vilcountels Galway, a fon, 
22. Lady Hawke, a daughter. 
29. Countefs Waldegrave, a fon, 
20. Duchefs of Beaufort, a fon. 
September 16. Mrs. Thurlow, 

lady of the bifhop of Durham, a 

daughter. 

Odoher 4. Countels of Warwick, 

a daughter. 

21. Lady of fir James Grant, 
bart. a fon. 

November 11. Lady George Hen- 
ry Cavendifh, a daurhrer. 

22. Lady Deerhurit, a dauchter, 

29. Countels of Tankerville, a 
daughter. 

Decem her Is Lady of Henry 

Bankes, cfq. M. I. a fon. 

9. Lady of Richard Pepper Ar 

cen, ecfq. attorncy-general, a 

daughter. 


Fane, a 


MARRIAGES in the Year 1787. 


January 9» Hugh Owen, efq. 
member of parliament tor Pembroke, 
to Mifs Owen, daughter of the late 
general Owen. 

25. Lord Sempill, to Mifs Mel- 
lith, daughter of the late Charles 
Mellifh, efq. 

(D) felru- 






















































"ed ta. Nathaniel Lee Ac- Shepheard, daughter of 

Cae Mifs Miller, daughter vifcount Irwin. : Che las 
of the late fir Thomas Miller, 12. Sir John Swynburne, bert, 

. _ to Mifs Emma Eliz. Bennet, of Sp 

27. Lord Arden, to Mifs Wilfon, James's, Weftminiter. 
daughter of fir Thomas Spencer 30, Afhton Curzon, ef. to thy 
Wilion, bart. hon. Mifs Howe, daughter to lord 

March 10. Hon. John Town- Howe. 
fhend, to Mifs Poyntz, daughter,  Auyuf 3. Hon. Charles Red. 
of the late William Poyntz, ¢iq- lynch Straugeways, brother to the 

31. Jofeph Yates, efq. fon of earl of Ilchefter, to Mit Jane 
the late fir Jofeph Yates, to Milfs Haine, daughter of the rev. Dr. 
Charlotte St. John, daughter of the Haine. 
late lord oe Jobe of Bletfoe. g- George Calvert, ef. of the 

April 8. rd Herbert, fon of Coldftream regiment, to Mifs Hag 
the earl of Pembroke, to Miuls dock, niece to the earl of North. 
Beauclerk. _. ampton. 

12. Lord Carysfort, to Mifs 14, At Milan, by difpenfation 
Grenville, fifter to the marquifs of from the pope, the marquis Lewis 
Buckingham, Marifcotti, to lady Sophia Butler, 

May 12. Hon. Geo, Neville, daughter of the late earl of Lanet. 
brother to the earl of Abergavenny, borough. 


to Mifs Walpole, daughter of the 18. Lord Compton, to Mif 


hon. Richard Walpole. Smith, daughter of Jofhua Smith, 

24. Earl of Aldborovgh, to efq. of Earl Stoke Park, Wilts, 
Mifs Henniker, daughter of tir John — 30, Rev. Bernard Aftley, third 
Henniker, bart. fon of fir Edward Aftley, bart. mem. 

27. The earl of Altamont, tothe ber of parliament for Norfolk, to 
hon. Louifa Howe, youngeft daugh- ifs Hefe, daughter of Edward 
ter of lord Howe. Hefe, efq. 

June 1. William Egerton, efq. September 17. Lord Barnard, to 
of Tatten Park, Cheflure, to Mus lady Catharine Powlet, daughter 
AImy*aRes daughter of the late fir of the duke of Bolton. 

eo. Armytage, bart. 22. Howell. Price, efq. of Car. 

¢. Edward Place, efq. to lady. marthenthire, to the right hon. 
Anne Gordon, daughter of the lady Aylmer. 
earl of Aberdeen. O@vber 292 Sit John Senhoule, 

7+ Rev. fir Thomas Broughton, part. of Carlifle, to Mifs Afley, of 
bart. to lady Anne Windfor. St. Leger’s Athby, Northampton 

20. Lord Mulgrave, to Mifs fhire, 

Cholmley, daughter of Nathaniel = Docomsher 29. Vitcount Sudley, 
Cholmiey, efq. fon of the earl of Arran, to Mils 

26. Lord Ballendon, to Mrs. Tyrrel, daughter and co-heirefs of 
Sarah Cuming, of Jamaica, the late fir John Tyrrel, bart. 

Jely 7. Sir John Whalley Smythe . 

4 Gardiner, bart. to Mifs Mary New- 
combe, daughter of the late dean DEATHS ix the Year 1787 
et Rochetter. ' 

Sir John Ramfden, bart. to the | Yanzary 5. Sir John Tottenham, 
hon, Louifa Sufaunah Ingram bart. father of lord Loftus. 
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saryts The hon, Thomas 

Compton Ferrérs Townthend, {s- 

cond fon to the carl of Leiceiter. 

g, Lieut. general fir Walham 
raper, K. B. ‘woe 
‘ ~ Henry Peckham, efq. king’s 

counfel. . 

18 Dr. John Egerton, bifhop of 
Durham. afb 

29 Lady Frederick, relict of the 
late fir John Frederick, bart. 

February 10. Drigue Billers Ol- 
mius, lord Waltham :. the title ex- 
tind. 

13. The compte Gravier de Ver- 
@nncs, the celebrated French 
flatefman. | 

16. George, duke of St. Alban’s. 

March 8. Samuel Graves, .efq. 
admiral of the White. 

ts. Sit William Boothby, bart. 
colonel of the 6th regiment of foot. 

April 1. Mary countefs Talbot, 
relict of William, earl Talbot. . 

2. Major-general fir John Wrote 
tefley, bart. 

—. General Thomas Gage, bro- 
ther to vifcount Gage. 

6. Sir Merrick Burrell, bart. the 
title extinét, 

— Hon. Charlotte Fettiplace, 
third fifter of lord Howe. 

— Lord Montague, only fon of 
earl Beaulieu. 

9. Joteph Browne, 
Montague. 

— Hon. Thomas Molefworth. 
.— Robert Shirley, earl Ferrers. 

_Princefs Anne Amelia, aunt to 
his Praffian majefty. 
_ May 6. Frederick, vifeount Bo- 
lingbroke. 

14. St. Leger St. Leger, lord 
Doneraile. : 

24+ Francis Pierrepoint Burton 
Conyngham, lord Conyngham. 

.25 Hon. FrancisColyear, young- 
cit fon of the earl of Portmore. 


pe At Paris, lord John -Mur- 
y 


vifeount 
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June. Lady Jane Hoine, fitter 
to the late earl of Home. 

4 Milfs Dawfon, only daughter 
of vifcount Cremorne. | 

6. sy Robert Duff. 

12. Elon. Grey Beanet, youngelt 
fon of the carl of Tankerviies { 

— Hon. Mrs. Molefwerh, wi- 
dow of colonel Molefworth, and 
fitter to the prefent lérd Molef- 
worth. obero tL 

20, Hon. Mrs«: Magows, eldeit 
daughter of lord Newark, _! 

224 Lady IfabcHla Moore, .ckleft 
daughter of the earl of Droghedas: 

27. Sir Thomas Heathcote, bart 

Fuly 1. James’ Townlénd,. efq. 
alderman of London. 

— Sir James Hunter Blair, bate. 

4. Sir Richard! Jebb, bart. M. D. 

7. General John Severne. 

is. Lady Habella Stanley, , 

20. Vifcountefs dowager W 
man, oe i 

2. George, earlof Shrewsbury. 

Auguft 4. Major-general . John 
Salter. | ) 

‘1g Lady Boughton, relict of fir 
Edward Boughton, bart. . 

— Edmund Law, D.D. bitho 
of Carlifle. , 

16. Right hom Johm Ponfonby, 
late fpeaker of the Irith houfe of 
commons. ; 

22. Sir Thomas: -Wroughten, 
K. B. | o 

September 8. Williaini Campbell, 
efq. brother-germam of the-—late 
John, duke of Argyle. ; 

52. Jane, countefs of Northing- 
ton, relict of the late lord chancel- 
lor Northington. 

24. Anna Maria, countefs dow- 
ager of Pomfret. 

Odober 9. Hon, Mr. Dawfon, 
only furviving fon af lord Cre- 
morne. 

12. Sir Richard Hoare, bart. — 

zo. Lord James Beauclerk, bi- 
fhop of Hereford, 
{D 2) 


24. Charles 
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24. Charles; duke of Rutland, 
lord licutenant of Ireland. 

—. Lately, in France, George, 
earl of Dalhoufie. 

22. Hon. George Shirley, only 
furviving. fon of Robert, firk earl 
Ferrers. 

- November 2. Admiral fir James 
Douglas, bart. . 

3. Dr. Robert ‘Lowth, bithop of 

London. 
‘ ol16. Georgé, marquis of Twee- 
dale. ; 
-- 96. Hon. and rev. Mr. Hamil- 
ton, brother to the earl of Aber- 
corn. 

Lecember 7: Mrs. 'Mary Pitt, 
youngett filler: uf the ‘late earl of 
Chatham. 

15. Lady of admiral fir Edmund 
Affleck, bart. 

18. Soame ‘Jenyns, efq. author 
of theInternal Evidence of the 
Chriftian Religion, and other Pieces. 

at. — earl of Hyndford. 
*a3.'Madame Louifa of France, 
daughter of the late king. 

a7. ‘Thomas, earl of Kinnoul. 

—. Jane, marchionefs of Lothian. 
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Fanuary 5. Right hon, John 
Hely Hutchinfon, fecretary of ftate 
in Ireland, to be privy counfellor 
in Great Britain. 

—. Robert Strange, efq. knight- 
10. Henry Lyte, efq. to be fe- 
cretary and keeper of the privy 
feal, &c. to the prince of Wales, 

—. Henry Lyte, efq. col. Gerard 
Lake, and col. Samuel Hulfe, to 
be treafurers and receivers-general 
ot his royal highnefs’s revenues. 

—. Col, Samuel Hulfe, to be one 
of his privy council. : 


ty. George Chetwynd, efq. 
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zo. George Brown, Thoma 


Wharton, Jantes Stoddart, James 
Balmain, and Robert Graham, efqrs 
to be commiffioners of excife in 
Scotland. 

26. Sir James Eyre, knt. to be 
chief baron of the exchequer, 

27- Dr. Thomas Thurlow, bj 
of Lincoln, to be bithop of Dur. 
ham. 

30. Rev. George Cotton, LL.D, 
to be dean of Cheiter. 

«February 7. Alexander Thomfon, 
efq. knighted. 

g- Nath Grofe, efq. knighted, 

—. Sir Alexander Thomiog 
knt. Simon Le Blanc, and Souldep 
Laurence, efqrs. to be ferjeants x 
law. 

—. Sir Nafh Grofe, knt. to be 
one of the juttices of the king's 
bench. : 

Sir Alexander Thomfon, 
knt. .to be a baron of the exche. 
quer. issa 

10. Francis Barker. efg, to be 
clerk of the cheque of the yeomes 
of the guard. 

19: Right hon. John Charles 
Villiers, a privy counfellor. 

20. Dr. George Pretyman, to 
be bifhop of Lincoln. 

24. Nathaniel Green, eff. to be 
conful at Nice. 

—. George Miller, efq. tobe con- 
ful in North and South Carolina, and 
Georgia, and deputy-commiflary 
for commercial affairs to the United 
States of America. 

27. Dr. George Pretyman to be 
dean of St. Paul’s, and canon rele 
dentiary. 

—. Kev. Henry Hardinge, LL.B. 
to the rectory of Stanhope, 10 the 
diocefe of Durham. 

March 6. Rev. James Fenton 
M, A. to the rectory of Althorpe 
diocefe of Lincoln. 

17. Rev. Samuct Smith, LL.D. 
to bea prebendary ot MS e{iminfler. 

. Maré 
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March 7+ Reve William Pearce, 

B.D. to be matter of the Temple. 

a Rev. Jofeph Turner, D. D. 

to the wey of Sudburn, cum 
r 


Orford, Suffolk. 
a John Skyaner, knt, a 
privy counfellor. 


3. Thomas Rogerfon, efq. to 
be affiftant-commiflary of itores, &c. 
ig Uae 
nade William Greene, efq. 
to be ftandard-bearer to the band of 
gentlemen penfioners. 

17. John Seton, efq, to be go- 
yernor of St. Vincent. 

—, Arthur Philip, efq. to be 
governor of New South Wales. 

21. John Edward Aftley, efq. 
fon of fir Edward Affley, bart. to 
be one of the equcrries to the duke 
of Cumberland. 

27. Sir Thomas Wrouglon, K.B. 
envoy extraordinary to Sweden, to 
be minifter plenipotentiary at the 
fame court. 

—, William Fawkener, efq. to 
be envoy extraordinary to the grand- 
duke of Tufcany. 

25. Gerard Fortefcue. efq. to be 
Ulier king at arms, and principal 
herald of all Ireland, 

May 1. Earl of Leven, to be 
high commiffioner to the general 
aflembly of the church of Scotland. 

—. Ur. George Hill, to be dean 
of the order of the Thiftle, and of 
the chapel royal, in Scotland. 

Earl of Dunmore, to be governor 
of the Bahama Iflands. 

s- William Cockell, efq. fer- 
jeant at law. 

10 Hugh Carleton, efq. to he 
chief juttice of the Common Pleas 
in Ireland, 

John Bennett, efq. to be one of 
the judges of the King’s-Bench, in 
Ireland, 

11, Arthur Wolfe, efq. to be 
folicitor-general of Ireland 

14+ Lord chief juftice Carleton, 
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to be a privy counfellor of Ire- 
land, 

23. Appointments in the houfes 
hold of the prince of Wales, viz. 

Lord Southampton, groom of the 
ftole. 

Vifcount Parker, vifcount Mel- 
bourne, lord Spencer Hamilton, and 
vifcount St. Afaph, gentlemen of 
the bedchamber, 

Henry Lyte, efq. treafurer. 

Hon. Hugh Conway, matler of 
the robes and privy purfe. 

Col. S. Hulfe, comptroller ot the 
houfehold, , 

J. Kemys qe efq. col. fir 
John S. Dyer, bart. Hon. G. Firz- 
rey, col, Stevens, lieut. col. St. 
Leger, hon. lieut. col. Stanhope, 
Warwick Lake, efq. lieut. col. 
Sloughter, and the hon. Edward 
Bouverie, grooms of the bed-chame 
ber. 

Licut. col. Symes, capt. Wyn- 
yard, and capt. Birch, oe 
ufhers of the privy-chamber, 

A. Robinfon, efq. major J. Macs 
kay, and William Wilton,  efq. 
gentlemen uthers daily waiters. 

Rev. Dr. J. Lockman, clerk of 
the clofet. 

Col. Gerard Lake, firft equerry 
and commiffioner of the ftables, 

Col. Charles Leigh, Edward 
Scott, efq. major Churchill, hon, 
capt. Ludlow, and Anthony St. 
Leger, efq. equervies. 

F. G. Lake, and Edward J. S. 
Byng, efqrs. pares of honour. 

—. John Fenn, efq. knighted. 

June 1. Henry, duke of Beau- 
fort, to be Jord lieutenant of the 
county of Brecon, 

23. Lord Carteret and lord Wal- 
fingham, to the office of poftmafter- 
general, 

2>. Henry Partridge, Fofier Bow- 
er, and Edward Law, efqrs, to be 
king’s counfel, 

—- John Toler, efq. to be the 

(1) 3) king’s 


(34) 


ing’s fecond ferjeant at law, and the 
ao Jofeph Hewitt, to be his third 
ferjcant at law in Ireland. 

_ g0.-Matthew Robert Arnott, efq. 
to be ufher so the order of ghe 


Thittle. 

‘ Faly 5- Dr. Richard Warren and 
Dr. Robert Hallifax, to be phy- 
ficians in ordinary to the prince of 
Wales. 

7. Sir George Auguftus Eliott, 
K, B. to be baron ficathfield, of 
Gibraltar. 

10. Geo. Auguflus, lord Heath- 
field, to have the arms of Gibral- 
tar, as an honourable augmentation 
of his family arms. 

14. Sir George Baker, bart. to 
be phyficiam in ordinary to his ma- 
jeity. 
" a Anthony Merry, efq. to be 
contul at Madrid. 

Augufi 2. George Hardinge, efq. 
to be judge of the counties of Gla- 
morgan, Brecon, and Radnor. 

4+ Lord Hervey, to be envoy ex- 
traordinary to the great-duke of 
Tufcany, 

8. The duke of York, a privy 
counfellor. 

10. Major-general Grenville, to 
be comptroller; col. George Ho- 
tham, to be treafurer; col. Robert 
Abercrombie, lieut. col. William 
Morfhead, capt. Charles Crauford, 
and Henry Buobury, efq. to be 
Shae of the bedchamber to the 

uke of York, 

11. Rev, Charles Inglis, D, D. 
to be bifhop of Nova Scotia. See 
Public Occurrences, p. 37. 

18. Right Hon. Ww, Eden, to be 
ambaffador extraordinary and pleni- 
potentiary to the king of Spain. 

28. William Richardfon, John 
Craven Carden, Charles Defvoeux, 
Edward Leflie, Henry Mannix, and 
Richard Gorges Meredyth, efqrs. 
to be baronets of Ireland. 

September 1. Edward Verney Lo- 
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vett, M.A. to be chaplain ip one 
nary to the prince of Wales. vr 

6. Rev. Francis Randolph, Ma, 
to be domeftic chaplain to the duke 
of York. 

15. Henry Frafer, efq. to be fe. 
cretary of legation at Peteriburgh, 

—. Mark Gregory, jun. ehy.t0 be 
conful at Malaga 

24. Richard, vifcount Howe, and 
John Montagu, and Hugh Pigor, 
efqrs. to be admirals of the White 

—- Molyneux, lord Schuldam, 
fir Hugh Pallifer, and fir Pete 
Parker, baronets, John Vaughan, 
John Reynolds, and Matthew Bay. 
ton, efqrs. and the hon. Samuel Bar. 
rington, to be admirals of the Blue, 

—. Marriot Arbuthnot, Rober 
Roddam, George Darby, im 
Campbell, James Gambier, William 
Lioyd, and Francis William Drake, 
efyrs. to be vice-admiirals of the Red, 

—. Sir Edward Hughes, K. 8, 
fir Jofhua Rowley, bart. fir Edward 
Vernon, knight, John Evans, Mark 
Milbanke, Nicholas Vincent, and 
Robert Edwards, efqrs. to be vices 
admirals of the White. 

—. Samuel, lord Hood, fir a 
Lockhart Rofs, bart. fir Chaloner 
Ogle, knight, ‘Thomas Graves, Ro- 
bert Digby, Benjamin Marlow, and 
Alexander Hood, efqrs. to be vice 
admirals of the Blue. 

—. Sir Richard Hughes, fir Fran- 
cis Samuel Drake, and fir Edmund 
Affleck, barts. to be rear-admirals 
of the Red. 

*.° The above were already flag 
officers. 

—. Sir John Lindfay, K. B. and 
John Elliot and William Hotham, 
efqrs. to be rear adinirals of the Red. 

—. Sir Charles Middleton, bart. 
fir Richard King, knt. John Peyton, 
John Carter Allen, John Dalrym- 
ple, Herbert Sawyer, and Jonatha 
Falconer, efqrs. to be rear-admirals 


of the White. ; 
Sir 
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Sir John Jervis, K.B. fir Rich- 
ard Bickerton, and fir Charles Dou- 
gias, barts. hon. John Levefon 
Gower, and Philip Affleck and A- 
dam Duncan, efqrs. to be rear-ad- 
mirals of the Blue. : 

—, Hon. William Cornwallis, 
and Philip Cofoy and George Bow- 
yer, efqrs. to be colonels of ma. 
rines. 3 

28. Major- generals Spencer Cow- 

r, William Wynyard, Edward 
oe tl Richard Burton Philipfon, 
Francis Smith, John Pattifon, John 
Douglas, hon. Alexander Leilie, 
Samuel Cleavland, hon. Henry St. 
John, fir William Erfkine, John 
Campbell, and fir George Ofvorn, 
bart. to be lieut. generals. 

Colonels Thomas, earl of Lincoln, 
ohn Campbell, John Leland, 
ames Hamilton, John Scratton, 

Allan Campbell, James Rooke, Sa- 
muel Birch, Charles Crofbie, John 
Martin, Winter Blathwayte, pg 
earl of Suffolk, Ralph Abercrom- 
bie, hon. Chapel Norton, Alexan- 
der Rigby, and John Gunning, to 
be major-generals. 

29 John Douglas, D. D. to be 
bifhop of Carlitle. 

Ofober 2, John Cayley, efq. to 
be conful-general of Rutlia. 

25. Samuel Wallis, efq. to be a 
commiffioner of the navy. 

26. Paul Joddrell, M. D. knight- 
ed. . 

27. George, vifcount Townfhend, 
to be marquis Townthend. 

—- Samuel Marfhail, efq. to be a 
commiffioner of the victualling- 
aftice. 

—- John Daniell, efq. to be comp- 
troller of the falt duties. 

29. Richard, lord Rokeby, arch- 
bifhop of Armagh ; James lord Lif- 
ford, lord chancellor ; and the right 
hon. John Forfer, {peaker of the 

oufe of commons ; to be lord juf- 
tices of Ircland, 


OCCURRENCES, (5) 


November 2. George marquis of 
Buckingham, to be lord lieutenant 
of Ireland, 

6. Hon. and rev. Dr. John Har- 
ley, to be bifhop of Hereford, 

—. Rev. John Barker, D. D. to 
the rectory of Waddington, Lin- 
colnfhire. 

17. Dr. Beilby Porteus, bifhop 
of Chefter, to be bifhop of London. 

27. Charles Runnington, Samuel 
Marfhal, and James Watfon, efqrs, 
to be ferjeants at law, 

30 Right hon. Alleyne Fitzhet- 
bert, a privy counfellor, 

December 5. Henry, duke of Beau- 
fort, to be lord licutenant of Lei- 
cefterfhire. : 

7+ Beilby, bifhop of London, a 
privy counfellor. 

8. Beilby, bifhop of London, 
to be dean of the chapels royal. 

— Rev. Benjamin Blayney, to 
be Hebrew profeffor at Oxford. 

—. Kev. John Wollcock, to the 
united lectorics of Sr. Auftin and 
St Faith, London. 

15. Rev. William Longford, D,D. 
to be prebendary of Windfor, 

—. Rev. John Plumprree, M.A. 
to be prebendary of Worcetter, 

16. Kight Hon. Alleyne Fitz- 
herbert, chief fecretary to the lori 
lieutenant, to be a privy counfellor 
of Ireland. 

29. Thomas Millar, of Barfkim- 
ming, efq. to be prefident of his 
majefty’s college of juilice in Scot- 
land. 

—. Robert M‘Queen, of Brax- 
field, cfq, to be his majefty’s juftice- 
clerk in Scotland. 

—. John Swinton, of Swinton, 
efy. to be one his majefty’s com- 

miffioners of jufticiary in Scot- 
land. 

—. John Maclaurin, efq. to be 
one of the ordipary lords of feilion, 
in Scotland, 
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SHERIFFS a pointed for 1787. 

Berkfhire — William Byam Martin, 
of White Knights, efq. 

Bedfordthire—Joieph Parcridge, of 
Cranfield, efq. 

Bucks—R. Dayrell, of Lillingftone 
Dayrell, cfq. 

Cornwall—Sam. Thomas, of Tre- 
gols, efq. 

Cumberland—Thomas Whelpdale, 
of Skirfgill-Hall, efq. 

Chefter—Sir Richard Brooke, of 
Norton, bart. 

Cambridgefhire and Huntingdon- 
fhire— William Camps, of Wil- 
burton, efq. 

Devonfhire—J. Quick, of Newton 
Saint Cyres, efq. 

Dorfethhire— Peter William Baker, 
of Rantfton, efq. 

Derbyfhire—Sir Rich. Arkwright, 
of Cromford, 

Effex—J. Judd, of Chelmsford, efq. 

Gloucefterfhire—Sam. Richardfon, 
of Newent, efq. 

Herefordfhire—-R. Cope Hopton, 
of Cannon Froome, efq. 

Hertfordfhire—]. Roper, of Berk- 
hamflead, St. Peter, efq. 

Kent—J. Cotton, of Hill Park, efq. 

Lancafhire—William Bamford, of 
Bamford-Hall, efq. 

Leicetterfhire—]ohn Goodacre, ju- 
nior, of Afhby Parva, elq. 

Lincolnfhire—Theoph, Buckworth, 
of Spalding, efq. 

Monmouthfiire— Thomas 
of Chepflow, efq. 

Norfolk—FEdward Billingfley, of 
Hockwold with Wilton, efq 

Northampton hire—William Wal- 
cot, jun. of Oundle, elq. 

Northumberland—Edward Colling- 
wood, of Chirton, efq. 

Nottinghamthire—T. Waterhoufe, 
ot Beckenham, eff. 

Oxfordihire Charles Marfack, of 
Caverfham Park, efa. 

Rutlandthire—George Belgrave, of 
Ridlington, efy, 


Lewis, 
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Shropfhire—Humphry Sandford, of 
the Ifle, efq. ‘ 
Somerferfhire— Nath. Dalton, of 

Shanks, efq. 

County of Southampton—SirHenry 
Powlett St. John, of Dogmeri. 
field, bart. 

Staftordfhire—Thomas Whieldog, 
of Fenton, efq. 

Suffolk—J. Meadows Theobald, of 
Henley, efq. 

Surrey—Richard Ladbroke, of 
Tadworth Court, efq. 

Suffex— Richard Wyatt, of Trim. 
mings, eq. 

Warwickfhire—Thomas Mafon, of 
Strattord upon Avon, efq. 

Worcefterfhire—Richard Hiarrifon, 
of Temple Langhern, efq. 

Wiltfhire—Ifaac Webb Horlock, of 
Afhwick, efq. 

Yorkfhire—Francis Ferrand Fol. 
jambe, of Aldwork, efq. 

SOUTH WALES, 

Breconfhire—John Jones of Llana- 
vanvawr, efq. 

Cardiganthire— J. Martin, of All 
goch, efq. 

Carmarthenthire—Hugh Mears, of 
Llantlephar, efq. 

Ghenergantire ~hehn Price, of 
Llandaff-court, efq. 

Pembrokefhire—James Phillips, of 
Penty-park, efq. 

Radnor fhire— John Price, of Penny 
Bont, efq. 

NORTH WALES. 

Anglefey—J. Griffith Lewis, of 
Tryfelwyn, efq. 

Carnarvonthire—John Lloyd, of 
Gaffel Gyfarch, efq. 

Denbighfhire—Sir Foiler Cunliffe, 
of Acton, bart. 

Flintfhire—P. Yorke, of Maes y 
Groes, efq. 

Merionethfhire—John Jones, of 
Rhyd y fen, efq. 

Montgomery thire—Trevor Lloyd, 
of Llanafen, efq. 
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His Mayefty’s Speech to both Houfes of 
Parliament, ‘Jan. 235 1787+ 
My Lords, and Gentlemen, 


HAVE particular fatisfaction in 

acquainuing you, that fince I 
Jit met you in parhament, the 
tranquillity ot Europe has remain- 
ed uninterrupted, and that all fo- 
reign powers continue to expreis 
thar triendly difpofition to this 
country’. 

I have concluded a treaty of na- 
vigation and commerce with the 
Mot Chridian king, a copy of 
which fhall be laid before you. I 
muft recommend it to you to take 
fuch meafures as you fhall judge 
proper for carrying it into effect ; 
and Itruft you will find that the 
provifions contained in it are calcu- 
lated for the encouragement of in- 
dufiry, and the extenfion of lawful 
commerce in both countries, and, 
by promoting a beneficial inier- 
courfe between our refpective fub- 
jects, appear likely to give addi- 
tional permanence to the bleilings 
of peace. I fhall keep the fame fa- 
lutary objects in view, in the com- 
mercial arrangements which I am 
negociating with other powers. 

I have alfo given directions for 
laying before you a copy of a 
convention agreed upon between 
me and the Catholic king, fer car- 
rying into effet the fixth article of 
the lait treaty of peace. 


Gentlemen of the Houfe of Com- 
mons, 

I have ordered the eftimates for 

the prefent year to be laid be- 


fore you, and I have the fulleft re- 
liance on your readinefs to make 
due provifion forthe feveral branches 
of the public fervice. 

The ilate of the revenue will, I 
am perfuaded, continue to engage 
your conftant attention, as being 
effentially connected with the na- 
tional credit, and the profperity and 
fatety of my dominions, 


My Lords and Gentlemen, 


A plan has been formed, by my 
direction, for tranfporting a num- 
bet of convidls, in order to remove 
the inconvenience which arofe from 
the crouded flate of the gaols, in 
different parts of the kingdom; and 
you will, I doubt not, take fuch 
further meafures as may be necef- 
fay for this purpofe. 

I truft you will be able, in this 
feflion, to carry into effect regula- 
tions for the eafe of the merchants, 
and for fimplifying the public ae- 
counts, in the various branches of 
the revenue; and I rely upon the 
uniform continuance of your exer- 
tions in purfuit of fuch objects as 
may wad ftill further to improve 
the national refources, and to pro- 
mote and confirm the welfare and 
happinefs of my people, 





His Majefty’s Speech to both Houfes 
of Parliament, May 30, 1787. 
My Lords and Gentlemen, 

I cannot clofe this feffion of parlia- 
ment, without expretling my entire 
approbation of the zeal and affiduity 

with 
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with which you have Ray your- 
felves to the important objects which 
1 recommended to your attention, 
and at the fame time returning you 
my particular thanks for the 
proofs which you have givea of your 
affection for me, and for my fa- 
mily and government. 

The afiurances which I receive 
from foreign powers of their gree 
difpofirion to this country, and the 
continuance of the "pe tran- 

uillity of Europe, afford me great 
fatistadtive ; but diffenfiuns unhap- 

ily prevail among the tlates of the 
United Provinces, which, «48 a 
friend and well-wifher to the repub- 
lic, I cannot tee withouc the molt 
real concern. 


Gentlemen of the Houfe of Com- 
nioiis, 


The chearfulnefs with which 
vou have granted the neceflary fup- 
plies, and the ample manner in 
which you have provided for the 
feveral ettablifhments, demand my 
fincere(t thanks. 

I fee with particular fatisfaétion 
that you have been able to furnith 
rhe i annually appropriated to 
the reduction of the national debr, 
without impofing any new burdens 


ou my people. 


My Lords and Gentlemen, 


I reflect with peculiar pleafure 
on tne meafures which you have 
taken for enabling me to carry into 
efiect the treaty of Navigation and 
Commerce with the Moft Chrifian 
king, and for facilitating the col- 
leon and fimplifying the accounts 
of the various branches of the re- 
venue, which 1 traft will be pra- 
ductive of the moft beneficial effects. 
And Lreiy upon your ufing your 
beil endeavours at the fame ume in 
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your feveral counties to Carry } 

etfect the meafures which hens 
taken for the prevention of illiciy 
trade, and to promote £90d order 


and induflry among ev 
ny fubjects. a 





es 


His Majefty’s Speech to both 
of Parliament, Nov. 27, a 


My Lords and Gentlemen, 


At the clofe of the laf feffion I in. 
formed you of the concern with which 
I obferved the difputes unhappily 
fublifting in the republic of the 
United Provinces. 

Their fituation foon afterwards 
became more critical and alarming, 
and the danger which threatened 
their conftitution and independence 
feemed likely in its confequence to 
affect the fecurity and intereils of 
my daminions. 

No endeavours were wanting on 
my part to contribute by my good 
offices, to the rettoration of tran- 
yay and the maintenance of 
the lawtul government ; and I alfo 
thought it neceffary to explain my 
intention of counteracting all for 
cible interference, on the part of 
France, in the internal affairs of the 
republic. Under thee citcum- 
ftances, the king of Pruffia having 
tuken meafures ro enforce his de- 
matid of fatisfaction for the infult 
offered to the princefs of Orange, 
the parcy which had ufurped the 
government of Holland applied t 
the Mott Chriftian king tor aflitt- 
ance, who notified to me his inten 
tion of granting their requef. 

In conformity to the principles 
which I had before explained, 1 did 


not hefitate, on receiving this not 


fication, to declare, that 1 could 


not remain a quiet fpectator of the 
armed interference of France; 

I gave immediate orders for aug- 
menting 
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menting my forces both by fea and 


= the courfe of thefe tranfac- 


tions, 1 alfo thought proper to con- 
clude a treaty with the landgrave 
of Hefle Catiel, by which I fecur- 
ed the atfiitance of a confiderable 
hody of troops, in cafe my fervice 
ghould require it. ; 

in the medn time the rapid fuc- 
cefs of the Pruflian troops, under 
the conduct of the duke ot Brunt- 
wick, while it was the means of ob- 
taining the reparation demanded by 
the king of Vruflia, enabled the 

vinces to deliver themfelves from 
the oppretlion under which they 
laboured, and to re-eftablifh their 
lawful government. 

All fubjects of conteft being thus 
removed, an amicable explanation 
took place between me and the 
Mof Chriflian king; and declara- 
tions have been exchanged by our 
relpective minilters, by which we 
have agreed mutually to difarm, 
and to place our naval eftablith- 
ments on the fame footing as in the 
beginning of the prefent year. 

Ie gives me the greatett fatisfac- 
tion that the important events, 
which I have communicated to you, 
have taken place, without difturb- 
ing my fubjects in the enjoyment 
of the bleflings of peace; and I 
have great pleafure in acquainting 
you, that [ continue to receive, 
from all foreign powers, the fulleft 
affurances ot their pacific and friend- 
ly difpofition towards this country. 
} matt, at the fame time regret, 
that the tranquillity of one part of 
Europe is unhappily interrupted 
by the war which has broken out 
between Kuffia and the Porte. 

A convention has been agreed 
upon between me and the Mott 
Chriftian king, explanatory of the 
thirteenth arricle of the laft Treaty 
ob Peace, and calculated to prevent 
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jealoufies and difputes between our 
re{pective {ubjects in the Ealt In. 
dies. I have ordered copies of the 
feveral treatics to which 1 have re- 
ferred, and of the declaration and 
counter-jcclaration exchanged at 
Verfailles, to be laid before you. 


Gentlemen of the Houfe of Com- 
mons, 


I have ordered the eftimates for 
the enfuing year to be laid before 
you, together with an account ot 
the extraordinary expences which 
the fituation of affairs rendered ne- 
ceffary. 

I have the fulleft reliance on 
your zeal and public fpirit, that 
you will make due provilion for the 
feveral branches of the public fer- 
vicc. 1 am always defirous of con- 
tining thofe expences within the 
narroweft limits, which a prudent 
regard for the public fafery will per- 
mit; but I muit, at the fame time, 
recommend to your particular at- 
tention to confider of the proper 
means for maintaining my ditlant 
pofleffious in an adequate podure 
of defence. 


My Lords and Gentlemen, 


The flourifhing ftate of the com- 
merce and revenues of this country 
cannot fail to encourage you in the 
purfuit of fuch meafures as may 
confirm and improve fo favourable 
a fituation. 

Thefe circumflances mutt alfo 
render you peculiarly anxious for 
the continuation of public tranauil- 
lity, which is my contlant object 
to preferve. 

Iam, at the fame time, perfuad- 
-ed you will agree with me in thinks 
ing, that nothing can more effec- 
tually tend to fecure fo invaluable 
a blefling than the zeal and una- 
nimity which were thewn by all 
ranks 
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ranks of my fubje‘ts on the late 
oceafion, and which manifefted 
their readinefs to exert theinfelves 
whenever the honour of my crown, 
and the insereits of my dominions, 


may require it. 
» | 





——— 


The Specch of his Grace Charles Duke 
of Rutland, Lord Lieutenant of 
Treland, to both Houfes of Parlia- 
ment, ‘jan. 18, 1787- 


My Lords and Gentlemen, 


I had hoped, that upon the pre- 
fent occafion of mecting you again 
in parliament, ic would have been 
in my power to have announced to 
you the entire fuppreilion ot thofe 
commotions, which in fome patts 
of the kingdom have difturbed the 


general tranquillity. Under the 


efent circumitances, 1 am per- 
fuaded by my confidence in the ac- 
cuftumed proofs of your wifdom 
and zeal, that I fhall receive from 
you whatever affiflance may be ne- 
ceflary for the more effectual vin- 
dication of the laws, and the pro- 
tection of fociety. Your uniform 
regard for the rights of all your 
fellow-fubjects, and your zealous 
attachment to the religious and ci- 
vil conftitutions of your country, 
will ftimulare your attenuon to their 
infeparable interefts, and will enfure 
your efpecial fupport of the efta- 
biihed church, and the refpectable 
fituation of its miniiters. 


Gentlemen of the Houfe of Com- 
mons, 


I have direéted the proper offi- 
cers tO lay the national accounts 
before you: and I truit you will 
make the neceflary provitions for 
the exigencies of the itate, and the 
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honourable fupport of his majefty’, 


government, 


My Lords and Gentlemen, 

An act was patied-in the lat fof, 
fion ot the Britith parliament f 
the further increate of thippine 
and navigation. You will, I doube 
not, take proper meafures to con: 
firm to this country, a full parti. 
cipation of its advantages, 

I have the fatisiaction to inform 
you, by the king’s command, thar 
his majeity has concluded a trea 
of navigation and commerce wi 
the Mott Chrittian king. A y 
of this treaty will be laid before 
you, in which you will not fail to 
oblerve the attention which is pai 
to the interetis of this kingdom; 
and I truft that your adoption of it 
here, by fuch laws as may be re 
quilite to give it etfeé, will be at. 
tended with real benefit to the coun 
try, by fuccetstully encouraging 
the efforts of her induitry and emu- 
lation. 

The trade and manufactures, and 
particularly the linen manufatture 
of this kingdom ; the proteflant 
charter-fchools, and other public 
inftitutions for charitable purpofes, 
will not fail to engage your conftant 
care and encouragement ; and | 
hope that fome liberal and extenfive 
plan fot the general improvement 
of education will be matured for 
an early execution, 

A longer acquaintance with this 
country tlrengthens my anxious 
withcs for its weltare ; and I fhall 
experience the moft fenfible grat- 
ficution, if in) my adminiftration, 
of the king’s government, I can, 
with a fuccefs in any degree cor- 
refpondent to thofe wifhes, ac- 
complifh his majecfly’s earneit de- 
fire to promote and fecure the 
happinols and profperity of — 

“e 
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Tie § ech of the Right Hon. the 
Speaker of the Houfe of Commons in 
roland, to bis Grace the Lord 


Lieutenant, March 17> 1787. 


May it pleafe your Grace. 


The wifdom of the principle 
which the commons have eftablifh- 
ed and perfevered in, under your 
Grace’s aufpices, of preventing the 
further accumulation of national 
debt, is now powerfully felt through- 
out the kingdom, in its many be- 
neficial confequences — public cre- 
di¢has graduaily rifen to a height 
unknown for many years—agricul- 
ture has brought in new fupplies of 
wealth—-and the merchants and ma- 
nufacturers are cach encouraged to 
extend their efforts, by the fecurity 
it has given them, that no new 
taxes will obitruct the progres of 
their works, or impede the fuccefs 
of their fpeculutions. 

Such ts the happy fituation of 
this kingdom from the fupport 
which your Grace’s conftant and 
zealous care has given to the opera- 
tion of that principle; and this fitu- 
ation is peculiarly fortunate at the 
prefent period, when his Muajetty’s 
gracious attention to the interefts of 
his people has opened new objects 
of manufacture, and new channels 
of commerce to their induftry. 

Happy, however, as our fityation 
is, we know that all its bleffings wiil 
be a vain expectation, if a f{pirit of 
outrage and oppolition to law fhall 
prevent internal indufiry, and de- 
preciate the nationa) character; we 
have, therefore, applied ourfelves 
to form fuch laws as muft, under 
the firmneis and juttice of your 
Grace’s government,  effeétually 


and {peedily fupprefs that lawleis 
fpirit. 
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His majefty’s faithful commons 
do now cheerfully continue all the 
prifent taxes; and having con- 
ftantly experienced how well found- 
ed their confidence has been in your 
Grace’s prudent admini(ration of 
the public treafure, they do with 
the greater fatisfaction declare, that 
they give and grant them in the 
moit decided expectation, that by 
your Grace’s frugal and juft ma- 
nagement of the public revenue, 
they will be rendered fufficient to 
anfwer the .public expence with- 
eut the further accumulation of 
debt or increafe of taxes. 


_— 





— 





The Speech of his Grace Charles Due 
. of Rutland, Lord Lieutenant of 
Lreland, to both Houfes of Parlia- 

met, May 28, 1787. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

In relieving you from further 
attendance in the prefent feffion of 
parliament, I have the fatisfaction 
of fignifying to you his Majeliy’s 
entire approbation of the wile and 
vigorous meafures by which you 
have diftinguithed your zeal for the 
prefervation of the public peace 
and the tranquillity of the country. 
My itrenuous exertions fhall not 
be wanting to carry your falutary 
provifions into execution, to affert 
the juft dominion of the laws, and 
to eftablifh the fecurity of property, 
as well as perfonal fafety, to all de- 
fcriptions of his Majetty’s fubjects 
in this kingdom. 

The decided tenor of your con- 
du& affures me of your continued 
and cordial affiftance, and that you 
will, with your utmoft influence, 
imprefs upon the minds of the peo- 
ple a full conviction what danger- 
ous effects tothe general weltare, 
and to the growing pofperity of the 

Nation, 
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nation, arife from the prevalence 
of even partial or temporary difturb- 
ance, Admonifh them, that the 
benevolent but watchful fpirit of 
the legiflaure, which induces it to 
encourage indufiry and exertion, 
will, at the f;me me, be awake to 
the corre‘ion of thofe excefles, 
which are the infeparsble com- 
panions of idlencfs and licentious 


diforder. 


Gentlemen of the Houfe of 
Conynons, 

Ithank you, in the King’s name, 
for the fupplies which you have fo 
cheerful'y provided for the fupport 
of his Majetty’s government. You 
may depend upon their being faith. 
fully applied to the purpofes for 
which they are granted. 

The meafures which you have 
taken for increafing public credit 
and diminifhing the national debt, 
are confonant to that wifdom and 
affection to your country which 
have ever diftinguifhed the Parlia- 
ment of Ireland. 


My Lords and Gentlemen, 


A new and powerful incitement 
to the national induftry has been 
opened by the Treaty of Com- 
merce with France, in which the 
utmoft atiention is mauifefted to the 
interefts of Ireland. The claims of 
this kingdom to an equal participa- 
tion in treaties between Great Bri- 
tain and Portugal, have been ace 
knowledged by the Court of Lif- 
bon. Thefe are decided teflimo- 
nics of his majefty’s paternal re- 
gard, and frefh confirmations of 
his gracious refulution to confider 
the intereft of Great Britain and 
Ireland as infeparable: a principle 
which, by uniting the facultics and 
affections of the empire, gives 
flrength and fecurity to every part 
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of it; a principle which, with 
accuftomed wifdom, you haye fill 
further corroborated by the late 
arrangement of your laws of nayi. 
gation. 

* The loyalty and attachment of 
his faithful people of Iveland ar 
highly grateful to the King, and by 
his majefty’s exprefs command ] am 
to aflure you of his moft gracious 
and affectionate protection, 

To fulfil my fovereign’s pleafure, 
which conftantly directs me tof 
the trae happinefs of this king 
is the great and fettled objec of m 
ambition; and upon this bags] 
fhall hope to have eftablithed a pal: 
manent claim to your good opinion, 
and to the confidence and regard of 
the people of Ireland. 





By the KING. 
A PROCLAMATION, 


For the Encouragement of Picty and 
Virtue, and for the preventing and 
punifbing of Vice, Profanenefs, and 


Immorality. 


. 


GEORGE RR. 


WHEREAS we cannot but ob- 
ferve, with inexpreffible concer, 
the rapid progrefs of impicty and 
licentioufnefs, and that deluge ot 
profanenefs, immorality, and every 
kind of vice, which, to the feandal 
of our holy religion, and to the 
evil example of our loving fubjeds, 
hath‘broken in upon this nation; 
we therefore efteeming it our indif- 
penfable duty to exert the autho- 
rity committed to us for the fup- 
preffion of thefe fpreading evils, 
fearing left they fhould provoke 
God’s wrath and indignation agai 
us, and humbly acknowl 
that we cannot expect the bl 
and goodnefs of Almighty 
(by whom kings reign, and om 

which 
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ii we entirely rely) to make 
o rai happy and profperous to 
ourfelf and our people, without a 
religious obfervance of God's holy 
laws, to the intent that religion, 

ety, and good manners a (ace 
on to our moft hearty defire) 
fourith and increafe unden our ad- 
miniftration and government, have 
thought fit, by the advice of our 

ivy council, to iffue this our royal 
amation, and do hereby de- 
clare our royal purpofe and refolu- 
tion to difcountenance and punifh 
all manner of vice, profanene(s and 
immorallity, in all perfons, of 
whatfoever degree or quality, 
within this our realm, and particu- 
larly in fuch as are employed near 
our royal perfon ; and that, for the 
encouragement of religion and mo- 
rality, we will, upon.all occafions, 
ditinguifh perfons of piety and 
virtue by marks of our royal fa- 
vour. And we do expect and re- 
quire that all perfons of honour, 
or in place of authority, will give 
good example by their own piety 
and virtue, and to their utmoft con- 
tribute to the difcountenancing per- 
fons of diffolute and debauched 
lives, that they being reduced by 
that means to fhame and contempt 
for their loofe and evil actions and 
behaviour, may be thereby alfo 
enforced the fooner to reform their 
iil habits and practices, and that 
the vifible difpleafure of good men 
towards them, may (as far as it is 
poflible) fupply what the laws 
(prebably) cannot altogether pre- 
vent. And we do hereby ftrictly 
enjoin and prohibit all our loving 
fubjeéts, of what degree or uality 
foever, from playing on the Lord s 
day at dice, cards, or any other 
ame whatfoever, cither in pub- 
i¢ or private houfes, or other place 
or places whatfoever ; and we do 
hereby require and command them, 





and every of them, decently and 
reverently to attend the worthip of 
God on the Lord’s day, on pain of 
eur higheft difpleafure, and of 
being proceeded againtt, with the 
utmoft rigour that may be, by law. 
And for the more effectual reform- 
ng all fuch perfons who, by reafoa 
of their diffolute lives and converfa- 
tion, are a fcAndal to our kingdom, 
our further pleafure is, and we do 
hereby ftrictly charge and com- 
mand all our judges, mayors, the- 
riffs, juftices of the peace, and all 
other our officers and mini(ters, 
both ecclefiaftical and civil, and all 
other our fubjects, to be very vi- 
gilant and ftrict in the difcovery, 
and the effectual profecution and 
pers of all perfons who fhalt 
uilty of exceffive drinking, 
blafphemy, profane fwearing and 
curling, lewdnefs, profination of 
the Lord’s day, or other diffolutr, 
immoral, or diforderly pradices ; 
and that they take care alo effectu- 
ally to fupprefs all public gaming 
houfes, and other loofe and difor- 
derly houfes; and alfo all unli- 
cenced public fthews, interludes, 
and places of entertainment, ufing 
the utmoft caution in licenfing the 
fame ; alfo to fupprefs all loofe and 
licentious pests, books and pub- 
lications, difperfing poifon to the 
minds of the young and unwary, 
and to punifh the publifhers and 
venders thereof; and to put in exe- 
cution the ftatute made in the zoth 
year of the reign of the late king 
Charles II. intitled, * An a& for 
the beitcr obfervation of the Lord’s 
day, commonly called Sunday ;” 
and alfo an act of parliament made 
in the oth year of the reign of the 
late king William ITI. intitled, 
“ An for the more effeétual 
fuppreffing of blafphemy and pro- 
fanenefs ;” and alfo an act paffed 
in the 21ft year of our reign, in- 
titled, 
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nation, arife from the prevalence 
of even partial or temporary difturb- 
ance, Adimonifh them, that the 
benevolent but watchful fpirit of 
the legiflature, which induces it to 


encourage induftry and exertion, ” 


will, at the fame ume, be awake to 
the corre‘ion of thofe. excefles, 
which are the infeparable com- 
panions of idlencfs and licentious 


diforder. 


Gentlemen of the Houfe of 
Conynons, 


I thank you, in the King’s name, 
for the fupplies which you have fo 
cheerful'y provided for the fupport 
of his Majeity’s government. You 
may depend upon their being faith- 
fully applied to the purpofes for 
which they are granted. 

The meafures which you have 
taken for increafing public credit 
and diminifhing the national debt, 
are confonant to that wifdom and 
affection to your country which 
have ever diftinguifhed the Parlia- 
ment of Ireland. 


My Lords and Gentlemen, 


A new and powerful incitement 
to the national induftry has been 
opened by the Treaty of Com- 
merce with France, in which the 
utmott atiention is mauifefted to the 
interefts of Ireland. The claims of 
this kingdom to an equal participa- 
tion in treaties between Great Bri- 
tain and Portugal, have been ac- 
knowledged by the Court of Lif. 
bon. Thefe are decided teflimo- 
nics of his majefty’s paternal re- 
gard, and frefh confirmations of 
his gracious refulution to confider 
the intereft of Great Britain and 
Ireland as infeparable: a principle 
which, by uniting the facultics and 
affections of the empire, gives 
flrength and fecurity to every part 
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of it; a principle which, with 
accuftomed wifdom, you have fil] 
further corroborated by the late 
arrangement of your laws of nay. 
gation. 

The loyalty and attachm 
his faithfal sia uf liclaad oe 
highly grateful to the King, and by 
his majefty’s exprefs command] am 
to affure you of his moft gracious 
and affectionate protection, 

To fulfil my fovereign’s pleafure, 
which conftantly directs me to 4 
the trae happinets of this king 
is the great and fettled object of my 
ambition; and upon this bafis | 
fhall hope to have eftablithed a pel: 
manent claim to your good opinion, 
and to the confidence and regard of 
the people of Ireland. 





By the KING. 
A PROCLAMATION, 


For the Encouragement of Picty and 
Virtue, and for the preventing and 
punifbing of Vice, Profanenefi, and 


Lmmorality. . 


GEORGE Rk. 


WHEREAS we cannot but ob- 
ferve, with inexpreffible concem, 
the rapid progrefs of impiety and 
licentioufnefs, and that deluge at 
profanenefs, immorality, and every 
kind of vice, which, to the fcandal 
of our holy religion, and to the 
evil example of our loving fubjeds, 
hath broken in upon this nation; 
we therefore efteeming it our indif- 
penfable duty to exert the autho- 
rity committed to us for the fup- 
prefion of thefe fpreading evils, 
fearing left they fhould provoke 
God’s wrath and indignation agai 
us, and humbly acknowl 
that we cannot expect the bl 
and goodnefs of Almighty 
(by whom kings reign, and on 

which 
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hi entirely rely) to make 
poe rnt happy and profperous to 
ourfelf arid our people, without a 
religious obfervance of God's holy 
laws, to the intent that religion, 
ety, and good manners re (ace 
Praag to our moft hearty defire) 
fourith and increafe unden our ad- 
minifration and government, have 
thought fit, by the advice of our 

ivy council, to iffue this our royal 
proclamation, and do hereby de- 
clare our royal purpofe and refolu- 
tion to difcountenance and punifh 
all manner of vice, profanenefs and 
immorality, in all perfons, of 
whatfoever degree or quality, 
within this our realm, and particu- 
larly in fuch as are employed near 
our royal perfon ; and that, for the 
encouragement of religion and mo- 
rality, we will, upon all occafions, 
diftinguifh perfons of piety and 
virtue by marks of our royal fa- 
vour. And we do expect and re- 
quire that all perfons of honour, 
or in place of authority, will give 
good example by their own piety 
and virtue, and to their utmoft con- 
tribute to the difcountenancing per- 
fons of diffolute and debauched 
lives, that they being reduced by 
that means to fhame and contempt 
for their loofe and evil aétions and 
behaviour, may be thereby alfo 
enforced the fooner to reform their 
iil habits and practices, and that 
the vifible difpleafure of good men 
towards them, may (as far as it is 
pofible) fupply what the laws 
(prebably) cannot altogether pre- 
vent. And we do hereby ftrictly 
enjoin and prohibit all our loving 
fubjeéts, of what degree or uality 
foever, from playing on the Lord s 
day at dice, cards, or any other 
ame whatfoever, cither in pub- 
ic or private houfes, or other place 
or places whatfoever; and we do 
hereby require and command them, 
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and every of them, decently and 
reverently to attend the worthip of 
God on the Lord’s day, en pain of 
eur higheft difpleafure, and of 
being proceeded againtt, with the 
utmoft rigour that may be, by law. 
And for the more effectual reform- 
ing all fuch perfons who, by reafoa 
of their diflolute lives and converfa- 
tion, are a fcfindal to our kingdom, 
our further pleafure is, and we do 
hereby ftrictly charge and com- 
mand all our judges, mayors, the- 
riffs, juftices of the peace, and all 
other our officers and minifters, 
both ecclefiaftical and civil, and all 
other our fubjects, to be very vi- 
gilant and ftrict in the difcovery, 
and the effectual profecution and 
unifiment of all perfons who fhall 

be guilty of exceffive drinking, 
blafphemy, profane fwearing and 
curfing, lewdnefs, profination of 
the Lord’s day, or other diffolute, 
immoral, or diforderly prastices ; 
and that they take care alfo effectu- 
ally to fupprefs all public gaming 
houfes, and other loofe and difor- 
derly houfes; and alfo all unli- 
cenced public fhews, interludes, 
and places of entertainment, ufing 
the utmoft caution in licenfing the 
fame ; alfo to fupprefs all loofe and 
licentious poet books and pub- 
lications, difperfing poifon to the 
minds of the young and unwary, 
and to punifh the publifhers and 

venders thereof; and to put in exe- 

cution the ftatute made in the zoth 
year of the reign of the late king 

‘Charles II. intitled, * An a& for 
the beiter obfervation of the Lord’s 

day, commonly called Sunday ;” 

and alfo an act of parliament made 

in the oth year of the reign of the 

late king William ITI. intitled, 

“ An for the more effectual 

fuppreffing of blafphemy and pro- 

fanenefs ;” and alfo an act paffed 

in the 214ft year of our reign, in- 

titled, 
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titled, “ An act for preventing cer- 
tain abufes and profanations on the 
Lord’s day, called Sunday,” and 
all other laws now in force for the 
punifhing and fupprefing an of 
the vices aforefaid; and alfo to 
fupprefs and prevent all gaming 
whatfoever in public or private 
es on the Lord’s day; and 
likeWife that they take effectual care 
to prevent all perfons kceping ta- 
verns, chocolate-houfes, coffec- 
houfes, or other public-houfes what- 
foever, from felling wine, chcco- 
late, coffee, ale, beer, or otber li- 
quors, or receiving or permitting 
guefis to be or remain in fuch their 
houfes, in the time of divine fervice 
on the Lord’s day, as they will an- 
{wer it to Almighty God, and upon 
in of our higheft difpleafure. And 
or the more effectual proceeding 
herein, we do hereby direct and 
command all our judges of affize, 
and juftices of the peace, to give 
firict charge. at their refpective 
affizes and feffions, for the due pro- 
fecution and punifhment of all per- 
fons that fhall prefume to offend in 
any of the kinds aforefaid, and alfo 
of all perfons that, contrary to their 
duty, fhall be remifs or negligent 
in putting the faid laws in execu 
tion: and that they do, at their re- 
fpective affizes and 
of the peace, caufe this our royal 
proclamation to be publicly read in 
open court immediately before the 
charge is given, And we do here- 
by further charge and command 
every minifter, in his refpective pa- 
rifh church or chapel, to read, or 
caufe to be read, this our procla- 
mation, at leaft four times in every 
year, immediately after divine fer- 
vice; and to incite and flir up their 
refpective auditors to. the practice 
of piety and virtue, and the avoid- 
ing of all immorality and profane- 
nels. And tothe end that all vice 
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and debauchery may be prevented, 

and religion and virtue practifed 
all officers, private foldiers, mari. 
ners, ard others, who are employ. 
ed in our fervice by fea and land, 
we do hereby ftrictfy charge and 
command all our commanders and 
officers whatfoever, that they do 
take care to avoid all profanenefs, 
debauchery, and other immoralj. 
tics, and that, by their own good 
and virtuous lives and converfation, 
they do fet good examples to alf 
fuch as are under their care and 
authority, and likewife take care of 
and infpect the behaviour of all 
fuch as are under them, and punifh 
all thofe who fhall be guilty of any 
of the offences aforefaid, as they 
will be aniwerable for the confe. 

quences of their neglect herein, 
Given at our Court at St. 
James’s, the rift day of June 
1787, 1m the 27th year of 

our Reign, 

G OD fave the Kine. 





Circular Letter from the Right Hon 
Lord Sydney, one of bis Mayefty’s 
Principal Secretaries of State, to the 
Jeveral High Sheriffs of England, ie 
clofing the foregoing Proclamatiom. 


| Whitehall, Fune 23, 178}. 
SIR, 


In confequence of the depreda- 
tions which have been committed in 
every part of the kingdom, and 
which have of late been carried to 
fuch an éxtent as to be even a dil 
grace to a civilized nation, his ma- 
jefty has thought it expedient again 
to iffue his royal proclamation, dt 
recting the ftrict execution of the 
laws which have been made, 4 
are {till in force, againft the prota 


nation of the Lord’s day, drunken- 
nels, 
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nefs, fiwearing, and curfing, and 
viher diforderly practices, 

[tranfmit to you herewith fix 
copies of the faid prcersres 
and Lam commanded to fignify to 
you his majefty’s pleafure, that 
you do take the mo early oppor 
tunity of convening the magiltrates 
within your county, ané enjoiming 
them, in the ftrongeft terms, to 
purfue the moft effectual methods 
for putting the laws in execution, 
gad for encouraging all officers and 
perfous to exert their utmoft dili- 
gence in their feveral ftations, for 
the prevention of fuch dangerous 
offences. 

The inattention which feems of 
late to have been fhewn in granting 
licences to public-houfes, and other 
places of entertainment, without 
paying the leaft regard to their fitu- 
ation, or even the characters of the 
perfons who undertake their man- 
avement, is, amongft others, a 
matter which requires an immedi- 
ate confideration, not only for re- 
medying the evil upon future oc- 
cafions, but for diminifhing the 
number of thofe public-houfes which 
do not evidently appear to be cal- 
culated for public utility and con- 
venience, 

Iam perfuaded, that I need not 
call upon you for your attive affitt- 
ance in the purfuit of meafires fo 
evidently calculated for the pub- 
lic good, as you muft be convinced 
that the exertions of all perfons in 
authority are now become abfolutely 
and indifpenfably neceffary, even 
for the prefervation of the lives and 
properties of his majefty’s fubjects. 


I am, Sir, 
Your moft obedient, 
humble Servant, 


SYDNEY. 
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Convention between bis Britannic 
Majefty and the Moft ChriftianKingy 
Signed at Verfailles, the 15th of 
January, 1787. 

THE king of Great Britain, and 
the Mok Chriftian king, being will- 
ing, in conformity to the 6th and 
43d articles of the Treaty of Na- 
vigation and Commerce, figned at 
Verfailles the 26th of September, 
1786, to explain and fettle certain 
points which had been referved, 
their Britannic and Mott Chriftian 
majefties, always difpofed more 
particularly to confirm the good 
underftanding in which they are 
happily united, have named, > for 
that purpofe. their refpective pleni« 
potentiaries, to wit, on the part of 
his Britannic majefty, William E- 
den, efq. privy-counfellor in Great, 
Britain and Ireland, member of the 
Britifh polemrst and his envoy 
extraordinary and minifter pleni 
tentiary to his Moft Chriftian mas 
jefty ; and on the part of his Mot 
Chrittian majetty, the count de 
Vergennes, minifter and fecretary 
of ftate for the department of fo. 
reign affairs, and chief of the royal 
council of finances; who, aher 
having communicated to each other 
their refpective full powers, have 
agreed upon the following articles. 


ARTICLE I. 


Their majetties having ttipulated, 
in the 6th article of the faid treaty, 
“© That the duties on hardware, 
cutlery, cabinet ware and turnery, 
and on all wérks, both heavy and 
light, of iron, fleel, copper, and 
brafs, fhall be claffed ; and tha¢ 
the higheft duty fhall not exceed 
ten per cent. ad walorem,” it is 
agreed, that cabinet ware and tury 
nery, and every thing that is in- 
cluded under thofe denominations, 
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as alfo. mufical infrauments, fhall 
ay ten per cent. ad valorem. 

All articles made of iron or ftecl, 

ure or mixed, or worked or mount- 
ed with other fubftances, not cx- 
ceeding in value fixty livres tour- 
wois, or fifty fhillings per quintal, 
fhall pay only five per cent. ad va- 
lorem + and-a'l other wares, as but- 
tons, Buckles, Knives, fciflars, and 
all the ditterent articles included 
wndér the defcription of hardware 
and cutlery, a3 alfo all other works 
6f rou, fteel, copper and brafs, 

ire of mixed, or worked or mount- 
with other fubflances, fall pay 
ten cent. ad valorens. 
 If-either of the ‘two fovereigns 
fhould ‘think proper to admit the 
faid articles, or only fone of them, 
from any other nation, by reafon 
of their utility, at a lower du'y, 
the fubjects of the other fovereign 
ftiall be allowed to participate in 
futh diminution, in order that no 
foréign' nation may enjoy in this 
refpect any preference to their dif- 
advantage. 

The works of iron, fteel, copper 
and brafs above mentioned, are not 
to be underftood to extend to bar 
iron or pig iron, or in general to 
any kind of iron, ttec', copper or 
Brafs in the flate of the raw mate- 
rial, 


ARTICLE I. 

Their majeflics having alfo fti- 
pulated, in the 6th article, « That 
tor the better fecuring the due 
colle€tjon of the duties payable ad 
valercm, which are fpecitied in the 
tariff, they wiil concert with each 
ether the form of the Declarations 
to be made, and the proper means 
of preventing fraud with refpect to 
the real value of the goods and 
wrerchandizes,”” it is agreed that 
each Declaration thall be given in 


ha a ue pe ee | 

writing, figned by the merchane 
owner, or factor, who anfiwers for 
the merchandizes at their entry. 
which Declaration thal! contsiiid 
exact litt of the faid merchandizes 
and of their packayes, of the marks 
numbers and cyphers, and of th 
contents of each bale or cafe, and 
and fhall certify that they are of 
the growth, produce, or manufy. 
ture of the kingdom from whence 
they are imported, and fhall alg 
exprefs the true amd real value of 
the faid merchandizes, in order that 
the duties may be paid in conf. 
quenee thereof. That the officer 
of the cuftom-houfe, where the De- 
claration may be made, fhall be a 
Iiberty to make fuch examivatiog 
as they fhall think proper of the 
faid merchandizes, upon their bein 
landed, not only for the Rie 
of verifying the facts sltedved in 
the fatd Declaration, that the mer 
chandizes are of the produce of the 
country therein mentioned, and 
that the ftatement of their value 
and quantity is exact, but alfo for 
that of preventing the clandeftine 
iitroduétion of other merchandizes 
in the fame bales or cafes : provided 
neverthelefs that fuch examinations 
fall be made with every poihble 
attention to the convenicnee of the 
traders, and to the pfefervation of 
the faid merchandizes. 

In cafe the officers of the cultoms 
fhould not be fatistied with the va- 
luation made of the merchandizes 
in the faid Declaration, they fall 

° ° ’ 
be at liberty, with the conient of 
the principal officer of the cufloms 
at the port, or of fuch other ofhetr 
as {hall be appointed for that pur- 
pofe, to'take the faid merchandizes 
according to the valuation made by 
the ‘Declaration, allowing to the 
merchant or owner an overplus o 


ten percent. and refunding to hie 
the 














‘ane, 
for 
Ty : 
i ap 
2ts, 
rks, 
the 
and 
C of 
fac. 


alfo 
: of 
hat 
fe. 


f 


ae >. “ 


PUBLIC 


the duties he may have paid for 
the faid merchandizes, In which 
cafe, the whole amount fhall be 

id without delay, by the cuftom- 
ule of the port, if the value of 
the effects in queftion fhall not ex- 
ceed four hundred and eighty dewres 
Tournois, or twenty pounds fler- 
ling; and within fifteen days, at 
latet, if their value fhall exceed 
that fum. 

And if doubts fhould happen to 
arife, either refpecting the value of 
the faid merchandizes, or the coun- 
try of which they are the produce, 
the officers of the cuftoms at the 
port fhall come to a determination 
thereupon, with all poflible difpatch, 
and no greater {pace of time fhall 
be employed for that purpofe, in 
any cafe, than eight days, in the 
ports where the oflicers who have 
the principal direction of the cuf- 
toms refice, and fifteen days in any 
other port whatfoever, 

It is fuppofed and underftood, 
that the merchandizes admitted by 
the prefent treaty, fhall be refpec- 
tively of the growth, produce, or 
manufacture of the dominions of 
the two fovercigns in Europe. 

To oblige the traders to be accu- 
rate in the Declarations required by 
the prefent article, as alfo to pre- 
vent any doubt that might arife on 
that part of the tenth article of the 
faid treaty, which provides, that if 
any of the effects are omitted in 
the Declaration delivered by the 
matter of the fhip, they fhall not 
be liable to confifcation, unlefs 
there be a manifeft appearance of 
fraud ; itis un ‘erftood, thar in fuch 
cae, the faid effects fhall be confif- 
cated, unlefs fatisfactory proof be 
given to the officers of the cuftoms 


that there was nox any intention ot 
fraud, 
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ARTICLE III, 

In order to prevent the introduce 
tion of callicoes manufactured in 
the Eaft Indies, or in other coun- 
tries, as if they had been manufac- 
tured in the refpeétive dominions 
of the two fovercigns in Europe, 
it is agreed, that the callicoes ma- 
nufactured in the faid dominions, 
for exportation from one country 
to the other refpectively, fhall have 
at the two ends of each piece a par- 
ticular mark, woven in the piece, 
to be fettled in concert by the two 
governinents, of which mark the 
refpective governments fhall give 
nine months previous notice to the 
manutacturers ; and the faid mark 
fhall be altered from time to time, 
as the cafe may require. It is fur- 
ther agreed, that until the faid pre- 
caution can be put in execution, 
the faid gallicoes mutually exported 
fhall be accompanied by a certifi- 
cate of the officers of the cuftoms, 
or of fuch other officer as fhall be 
appointed for that purpofe, declar- 
ing that they were fabricated in the 
country from whence they were 
exported, and alfo that they are 
furnifhed with the marks already 
prefcribed in the refpective coun- 
tries, to dillinguifh fuch callicoes 
from thofe which come from other 
countries. 


ARTICLE IV. 

In fettling the duties upon cam- 
bricks and lawns, it is underftood 
that the breadth thould not exceed, 
for the cambricks, feven-eigbths of a 
yard, Englifh meafure, (about 
three-quarters of anell of France), 
and for the lawns, one yard and a 
quarter, Fnglifh meafure (one ell 
of France), and if any fhall here- 
after be made of a greater breadth 
than what is above mentioned, the 
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fhall pay a duty of ten per cent. ad 
wale! em. 


ARTICLE V. 


It is alfo agreed, that the fipu- 
fations in the 1¢th article of the 
treaty fhall not be coniirued to ce- 
rogate from the privileges, regula- 
tions, and ufages already eitabhifhed 
in the cities or ports of the refpec- 
tive dominions of the two fove- 
reigns; and further, that the »sth 
article of the faid treaty fhall be 
confirued to relate ouly to fhips 
fufpected of carrying, in time of 
war, to the enemies of cithér of 
the high contracting partics, any 
prohibited articles, denominated 
contraband ; and the faid article is 
not to hinder the examinations of 
the offieers of fhe cultoms, for the 

urpofe of preventing illicit trade 
in the refpecttve dominions. 


ARTICLE VI. 

Their majefties having fipulated, 
by the 43d article of the (aid treaty, 
that the mature and extent of the 
functions of the confuls fhould be 
determined, ** and that a conven. 
tion relative to this point fhould be 
concluded immediately after the 
fignature of the preient treaty, of 
which it fhould be deemed to con- 
flitute a part,” it is agreed that the 
faid ulterior convention fhall be fer. 
tled within the fpace of two months, 
and that, in the mean time, the 
confuls-general, confuls, and vice. 
contuls, fhall contorm to the ufages 
which are now obferved, relative 
to the confulfhip, in the refpeaive 
dominions of the two foyercigns ; 
and that they fhall enjoy ali the 
privileges, rights and immunities 
belonging to their office, and which 
ure allowed to the confuls general, 
confuls, and vice-conluls, of the 
mou favoured nation, 
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ARTICLE Vir, 

It fhall be lawful for the fubjedy 
of his Britannic majefty to profe. 
cute their debtors ip Bed. for 
the recovery of debts contracted jg 
the dominions ef his faid majefty 
or eHMewhere, in Europe, and there 
to bring actions againft them, jg 
contormity to the practice of lay 
it ufe in the kingdom: provided 
that there fhatl be the like nfage in 
favour of French fubjects, in the 
European dominions of bis Britan. 
nic majefty. 


ARTICLE VII. 


The articles of the prefent com 
vention fhall be ratified and con. 
firmed by his Britannic majelly, 
and by his Mott Chriftian maefty, 
in one month, or fooner, if it can 
be done, after the exchange of fig. 
natures between the plenipotenti- 
aries. 

In witnefs whereof, we the mi- 
nitlers plenipotentiary have figned 
the prefent convention, and have 
caufed the feals of our arms to be 
fet thereto, 


Done at Verfailles the fifteenth 
of January, one thoufand fever 
hundred and etghty-feven- 


WM. EDEN. (L.S.) 
GRAVIER ve VERGENNES. 


(L.S.) 
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Convention betaveen bis Britannx 


Majefly and the Moft Chrifiian 
King. Signed at Verfailles, Ange 


31, 1787. 


Difficulties having arifen in the 
Eatt-Indies, relative to the mean- 
ing and extent of the thirteenth at 
cle of the treaty of peace, figned at 
Verfailles Sept. 3, 17335 his Bn 

tannic 
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tannic majelly and his Mott Chrif- 
tian majetty, with a view to re- 
move every caufe of os be- 
eween their refpective fu jeéts in 
that part of the world, have thought 

roper to make a particular conven- 
tion, which op me as an expla- 
nation of the thirteenth article ae 
bore mentioned. In this view, 
their faid majefties have named for 
their refpective plenipotentianies, 
to wit, on the part of his Britanme 
majetty, William Eden, Efq ; pri- 
vy counfellor in Great Britain and 
Ircland, member of the Brith par- 
ljament, and his envoy extraordi- 
nary and minifter plenipotentiary to 
his Mott Chriftian majeity ; and, on 
the part his Mott Chriftian majetly, 
the Gi eut Armand Mark, Count de 
Montmorin de St. Herem, marfhial 
of his camps and forces, counfellor 
in all his councils, knight of his 
order and of the golden fleece, mi- 
nifter and fecretary of ftate, and of 
his commands and finances, having 
the department of foreign affairs ; 
who, after having communicated 
to each other their refpective full 
powers, have agreed upon the fol- 
lowing articles; 

]. His Britannic majefty again 
engages, ** to take fuch meafures 
* as thal] be in his power, for fe- 
“ curing to the fubjedéts of France 
“a fate, free, and independent 
trade, fuch as was carried on by 
“the French Eaft-India com- 
** pany,”” and as it explained in the 
following articles, ** whether they 
* exercife it individually, or as a 
* company ;” as well in the na- 
bobfhip of Arcot, and the countries 
of Madura and Tanjore, as in the 
provinces of Bengal, Bahar, and 
Orixa, ip the northern circars, and 
‘a general in all the Britifh poffef- 
fons on the coaft of Orixa, Coro- 
mandel, and Malabar. 

j1, In order to prevent all abufes 








and difputes relative to the impor- 
tation of falt, it is agreed that the 
French fhall not import annually 
into Bengal more than two hundred 
thoufand maunds of falt: the faid falt 
fhall be delivered at a place of de- 
polt appointed for that purpofe by 
the government of Bengal, and to 
officers of the faid government, at 
the fixed price of one hundred and 
twenty rupees for every hundred 
maunds. 

III. There fall be delivered an- 
nually for the French commerce, 
upon the demand of the French 
agent in Bengal, eighteen thoufand 
maunds of faltpetre, and three hun- 
dred chetts of opium, at the price 
ellablithed before the late war. 

IV. The fix ancient factories, 
namely, Chandernagore, Coflim- 
buzar, Decea, Jugdea, Balafore, 
and Patna, with the territories be- 
lon-ing to the faid factories, fhall 
be under the protection of the 
French flag, and fubject to the 
French jurifdiction. 

V. France fhall alfo have poffef- 
fion of the ancient houfes of Soo- 
pore, Keerpoy, Cannicole, Mo- 
hunpore, Serampore, and Chitta-. 
rong ; as well as the dependencies 
on Soopore, viz. Gantjurat, Al- 
fende, Chintzabad, Patorcha, Mo- 
nepore and Dolobody; and fhall 
further have the faculty of eftab- 
lifhing new houfes of commerce ; 
but none of the faid houfes thal] 
have any jurifdiction, or any ex- 
emption from the ordinary juttice 
of the country exercifed over Bris 
tifh fubjects, 

VI. His Britannic majefty en- 
gages to take meafures to fecure 
French fubjeéts, without the limits 
of the ancient factories above men- 
tione.', an exact and impartial ad- 
minillration of juftice in all matters 
concerning their perfons or proper- 
ties, or the carrying on their trade, 
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in the fame’ manner and as effectu- 
ally as to his own fubjects. 

VII. All Europeans as well as 
natives, again{t whom judicial pro- 
ceeding fhall be inftituted, within 
the limits of the ancient factories 
above mentioned, for offences com- 
mitted, or debts contracted, within 
the faid limits, and who fhall take 
refuge out of the fame, fhall be de- 
livered up to the chiefs of the faid 
factories; and all Europeans, or 
others whatfoever, againit whom 
judicial proceedings fhall be intti- 
tuted, within the faid limits, and 
who fhall take refuge within the 
fame, fhall be delivered up by the 
chiefs of the faid factories, upon 
demand being made of them by the 
governor of the country. 

VILI. All the fubjects of either 
nations refpectively, who fhall take 
refuge within the factories of the 
other fhall be delivered up on each 
fide, upon demand being made of 
them, 

IX. The factory of Yanam, with 
its dependencies, having, in pur- 
fuance of the faid treaty of peace, 
been delivered up by Mr. William 
Hamilton, on the part of his Bri- 
tannic majetly, to Mr. Peter Paul 
Martin, on the -part of his Mott 


Chriftian majefty, the reftitution . 


thereof is confirmed by the prefent 
convention, in the terms of the in- 
ftrument bearing date the feventh 
of March, one thoufand feven hun- 
dred and eighty five, and figned by 
Meff. Hamilton and Martin. 

X. The prefent convention fhall 
be ratified and confirmed in the 
{pace of three months, or fooner if 
it can be done, after the exchange 
of fignatures between the plenipo- 
tentiaries. 

In witnefs whereof we, minifters 
plenipotentiary, have figned the 
prefent convention, aad have caufed 


P.A.P,E.R .S. 


the feals of our 
thereto. 
Done at Verfailles, 
1787. 
‘WM. EDEN, 
Le Cre. DE 
MORIN, 


arms to be aflixed 


Aug, 3, 


(L. §.) 
MONT. 
(L.S.) 








Declaration and Counter Declaration 
exchanged at Verfail es, between the 
Miniflers of his Britannic Mayefy 
and the Moft Chrijlian King, Od, 
27, 1787. 


DECLARATION, 


The events which have taken 
place in the republic of the United 
Provinces appearing no longer to 
leave any fubject ot difcuffion, and 
itill lefs of contett, between the 
two courts; the underfigned are 
authorized to alk, whether itis the 
intention of his Mott Chrittian ma- 
jelty to carry into effect the notifi- 
cation made on the | 6th of Septem 
ber laft, by his Moft Chiifian ma 
jeity’s minifter plenipotentiary, 
which, by announcing that fue- 
cours would be given in Holland, 
has occafioned the naval armaments 
on the part of his majefty ; which 
armaments have become reciprocal. 

It the court of Verfailles is dif 
poted to explain itfelt upon this 
fubject, and upon the conduct to 
be adopted towards the republic, 
in a manner conformable to the de- 
fire which has been exprefied on 
both fides, to preferve the good 
underftanding between the two 
courts; and it being alfo under- 
ftood, at the fame time, that there 
is no view of hoftility towards any 
quarter, in confequence of what 
has paffed; his majefty, always 
anxious to concur in the friendly 
fentiments of his Moft Chritlian 


majefty, would agree with him, 
that 
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that the armaments, and in gene- 
ral all warlike preparations, fhould 
be difeontinued on cach fide, and 
that the navies of the two nations 
fhould be again placed upon the 
footing of the peace eftablifhment, 
as it ttood on the firtt of January 
of the prefent year. 
Veriailles, the 27th of October, 
17376 
DORSET. 
WM. EDEN, 
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COUNTER DECLARATION, 


The intention of his majefty not 
being, and never having been, to 
intertere by force in the affairs of 
the republic of the United Provin- 
ces; the communication made to 
the court of London on the 16th of 
lat yonth, by Monf. Barthelemy, 
having had no other objeét than to 
announce to that court an intention, 
the motives of which no longer 
exif, efpecially fince the king of 
Pruflia has imparted his refolution ; 
his majefty makes no difficulty to 
declare, that he will not give any 
effect to the declaration above men- 
woned; and that he retains no 
hoftile view towards any quarter 
relative to what has paffed in Hol- 
land. His majefly, therefore, be- 
ing defirous to concur with the fen- 
vments of h’s Britannic majefly for 
the prefervation of the good har- 
mony between the two courts, a- 
grees with pleafure with his Britan- 
nic majetty, that the armaments, 
and in general all warlike prepara- 
tions, fhall be difcontinued on each 
lide; and that the navies of the two 
nations thall be again placed upon 
the footing of the peace ettablifh- 
ment, as it ftood on the firtt of 
Jauuary of the prefent year, 

Verfailles, the 27th of October, 

1787. 
Le Cre, ps MONTMORIN. 
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In confequence of the declara- 
tion and counter decluration ex. 
changed this day, the under-figned, 
in the name of their refpective fo- 
vereigns, agree, that the arma- 
ments, and in general all warlike 
preparations, fhall be difcontinued 
on each fide; and that the navies 
of the two nations fhall be agaig 
placed upon the footing of the 
peace efiablifiment, as it ftood on 
the firit of January of the prefent 
year, 


Verfailles, the 27th of October, 


1737. 
DORSET. Le Cre. pe MONT- 
MORIN. 


WM, EDEN. 


[ An inftrument of a fimilar tenor 
was alfu figned and exchanged be- 
tween the Comte de Montmorin 
and the Pruffian envoy.) >» 





Remonfirane of the Parliament of 
Pavis to the King, againft the De- 
claratin of a stamp Duty, July 
24, 1757- 

A mott refpectful addrefs, fire, tor 
gether with the juft alarins of the! 
nation, has been humbly laid at the” 
fuot of the throne, by your majef- 
ty’s moft dutiful and faithtul par 
liament. “(he bare propofal of a 
duty om paper has alarmed every’ 
individual. After a glorious peace 
of five years, and a progretlive in- 
creafe of at lealt 130 millions of 
livres in 13 years, it feem>as if the 
naine of impott were never tu come 
out of a beneficient monarch’s 
mouth, except in rendering it lefs 
onerous, or diminifhing the num- 
ber of thofe already exiting. What 
was our furprize then, fire, when 
we were told that new taxes were 
projecting by the notables; and 
that a new one, of a moft diftreffing 
kind, was to be offered for the ap- 
probation of parliainent ! 
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. The firft refleAion that naturally 
occurs at the very mention of anew 
duty, is to enquire into the actual 
flate of the finances. What an ad- 
miviftration mutt the loft have been, 
if the evils that refulted from it re- 
vire fuch a defperate remedy ! 
our majefty muit remember how 
we ftrove, in 1784 and 1785, to 
give you a faithful picture ot the 
real P Asst of the flate; which 
feemed then (or your miniltry en- 
deavoured to make it appear fo) as 
if inclined to take a turn for the 
beft; but the truth was, that the 
ftate was more invelved in difticul- 
ties than ever. Your parliament 
then, fire, did every thing in their 
wer, but in vain, to fet truth in 
its cleareit light; fome of your mi- 
nifters had too great Interett not to 
conceal it from your majetty ; all 
our humble remonttrances proved 
ufclefs; and there were fome of 
your council who went fo far as to 
make you fufpect the purity of our 
patriotic intentions: the terrible 
fituation of affairs, however, re- 
quired a fpeedy and efficacious re- 
medy. The notables, affembled by 
your majefly’s orders, have with- 
drawn the veil that covered that 
undermining adminiftration: a 
dreadful fpeétacle prefented itfelf 
to the eye of the aflonithed nation ; 
an immenfe decficieney was very 
vifible in the treafury; and every 
pe haftened to propofe the means 
of filling it up, and affording a 
f{peedy re » How grievous to 
our majefty’s paternal heart muft 
uch a difcovery have been! How 
muft your ailonifhment and forrow 
have increafed, when you reflected 
on he _ errors, in which your 
minifters had long and purpofel 
kept you ! ‘ way pie 
Such is the confequence, fire, 
when the choice of minitters falls 
On perfons that are obnoxious to 
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the nation in general : fuch jg the 
great, but fad example, thar teaches 
monarchs how far they mutt re. 
fpect the public opinion, feldom 
fuferptible of error, becaufe meq 
united together rarely give or 4, 
ceive an impreffion Contrary ty 
truth. In point of adminittratig. 
fire, the pureft hands are hardiy 
pure enough. A firft condeices. 
fion, or rather a fir wrong tte 
leads to a fecond: no bounds can 
circumfcribe the imprudent mipitier 
when once he fwerves from his 
duty ; fucceffive abufes produce an 
uttcr confulion, and a fatal difor. 
der ; the deep wounds fixed in the 
conflitution demand a remedy ; and 
this, even when certain, will efed 
but a flow cure. | 

O let your majefly deign to paule 
awhile on one of thefe falutary re. 
flections, the importance of wich 
has been acknowledged by all good 
monarchs.— Evil may happen ina 
fingle inftant, but whole years are 
fearce fufhcient to repair the mif- 
chief it caufes. The vices of an 
adminifiration, or, which is the 
inevitable effect of them, the invo- 
luntary crror of a juft monarch, 
will forely diftrefs whole geneta- 
tions. 

It is not your parliamen:’s inten- 
tion, fire, to grieve your majelly’s 
mott fenfible heart by expatiating 
at prefent on fo affecting a fubjett, 
and recalling fo vunpleafant 4 
thought; but they take the liberty 
of humbly intreating your mayelly 
to weigh often thefe important re- 
flections, in fome of thofe moments 
when you are meditating in filence 
on the welfare and happinefs ot 
your fubjects. It behoves now 
your parliament to enter, with 3 
noble freedom, upon a fubject pro- 
pofed by your majefty yourlell; 
we mean the projected retrench- 


ments and eeconomical ichempe 
. 
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We carneflly entreat you, fire, to 
be on your guard again{t the emo- 
tions and propenfities of your ten- 
der heart, in order that the aco- 
nomy already begun may continue, 
and thofe reforms adopted and fet- 
tled be of conftant duration. When 
q pure and enlightened adminiftra- 
tion endeavours to eflablifh certain 
principles of economy, it generally 
meets with fome ancient cultoms 
that fecm to have been long at- 
tached to the conftitution, and to 
enjoy the right of prefcription. if 
the minifler aéts with firmnefs, he 
is immediately blamed for his im- 
rudence ; it with precaution, the 
world will cenfure his weaknefs : 
what difficulties will not then in 
fuch a cafe furround the monarch, 
and be inceffantly multiplying a- 
bout him! Coutiers will publicly 
approve of, nay applaud, the pro- 
jected reforms ; but in fecret they 
will try to weaken, and even pre- 
vent their effect ; all means will be 
employed to deceive him; it is then 
that art, addrefs, and finefie, ap- 
pear in athoufand different forms, 
aciuated by the moft imperious of 
all motives, perfonal intereft: the 
fovereign, thus befet, and attacked 
on every fide by claims, fuits, pe- 
titions, &c. is forced to liften to 
importunate clamours, and through 
the goodnefs of his heart often 
grants what could never be obtain- 
¢d through his juttice. 

The mement the word eeconomy 
is mentioned, it echoes through the 
room ; the cunning courtier appa- 
rently adopts the plan, and wifhes 
to be numbered among the great 
characters of the nation, whofe 
example he affects to imitate ; but 
he calculates at the fame time how 
long the economical reform may 
fublift, and how he may ' render 
abortive the retrenchments that di- 
minifh cither his credit or his reve- 
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nues: all expences but his own 
feem fuleeptible of diminution: in 
a vat adminiftration, the weakeft 
pretexts are ealily tinged with the 
colouring of reafon ; and that eca- 
nomy which has been fo often 
courted, and always expeéted, ap- 
pears and difappears in an inftant, 
leaving a black cloud over the 
beautiful countenance of truth, 
which fome faint rays had begun to 
render confpicuous. 

Thefe reflections, fire, written 
in the annals of every nation, are 
the faithful hiftory of the human 
heart: never could the meditation 
on them be more interetling to your 
majefty than at prefent, for the 
application fuits exactly to the ur- 
gent circumiftances of the times. 
The more vigour and firmnefs your 
majefty will thew for the intended 
retorms, and falutary refolutions, 
the more difficultics and obftacles 
will certainly impede the way ; 
and experience may perhaps have 
already proved, that the perfons 
intereited in thefe economical views 
begin to hint as if the propofed 
fums were equivocal and precari- 
ous, and the deductions agreed 
upon incompatible with old cuftoms, 
and unlikely to laf a long time. 

It is in your majelly’s power to 
enforce, with a laudable perfever- 
ance, the order that muft eftablith 
with permanency this indifpenfable 
reform. Every thing fhould un- 
dergo the ftriéteft enquiry, Your 
majetty’s juftice, which is to us 
the fureit and moft facred pledge, 
emboldens your parliament to lay 
before you, without danger of in- 
curring your royal difpleafure, 
fome of thofe remarks and obferva- 
tions that muft naturally have oc- 
curred to you. Had you known, 
fire, the real itate of your finances, 
no doubt you would not have un- 
dertakea thofe immenfe edifices that 
are 
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are now building, nor made fo 
many acquifitions onerous to the 
fiate ; you would not have permit- 
ted fo many exchanges of the crown 
lands, nor granted thofe excetlive 
liberalities that the importunate 
and intriguing are always {ure of 
obtaining. ‘7 he facility of obtain- 
ing moncy from the treafury (the 
fatal bane of all adminiiirations) 
would never have beén fuffered to 
increafe, for it expofes every mo- 
ment the fovereign to fome danger- 
ous furprize ; it fquanders fecretly 
the public revenuc, and can never 
over-baianee, with its pretended 
utility, the great inconveniencies 
always attending it. Your majefty 
would certuinly never have con- 
{ented to have Paris furrounded by 
fuch a magnificenc wall; to fee 
palaces * erected for your excife-oth- 
cers at an exorbitant expence, in 
order to coincide with the views of 
the farmers-general, who, in ex- 
pectation of a precarious and di. 
ttant gain, expend annually thofe 
fums that fhould be appropriated 
to wants of more real neceflity. 

All thefe objects, fire, and many 
others, the enumeration of which 
would affonifh, are fufceptible of 
amendment ; fome require a con- 
fiderable diminution; others an en- 
tirc fuppreilion. But itis not the 
total only of each department that 
fhould be properly diminifhed ; 
every part of it thould be ferupu- 
loufly examined, and divested ot all 
its fuperfluous charges; it fhould 
be reduced to the fimple and abjo. 
lutely neceffary expence : in fo do- 
ing, your majefty might eatily 
double the intended reform of the 
forty millions of livres, and this 
might then prove a real relict to 
your fufferiny fubjecis. 
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There are honourable econa, 
mies, fire, that, far from diminith. 
ing the {plendour of a throne, add 
luftre and dignity to ir, Majed 
itfelf may fubmit to privatiane 
The fovereign is always great when 
his fubjects are happy; and the 
fight of happinefs ipread oye; 3 
whole people is fo pompous and 
brilliant, that it commands public 
admiration and univeri{a! applaule, 

Thefe diminutions, fuppreffions 
reforms, and aconomies, {o often 
folicited by your parliaments, de. 
manced by the notables, and pro- 
mifed to their fpirited and joi per. 
feverance, are wilhed for and ex. 
pecied every day by the unhappy 
hufbandman, whote tears bedew 
the very field that contributes to fo 
many ulelefs exp: nces before it has 
furnifhed the neceffary fubfifence 
to the perfon who fowed it, for the 
fublittence of himfelf and family, 
and who, deprived of the common 
neceifaries, is for.ed to take from 
his poverty itfeli, wherewith to 
furnifh to the exigencies of the 
itute. 

Thefe unhappy beiugs, fire, 
Frenchmen by birth, and mex, 
have a double right to enjoy their 
facred property even in the bofom 
of indigence ; but as they cannot 
claim it themtelves at your majetty’s 
feet, let their claims and their 
rights be ever prefent before you; 
let their plaints find their way tw 
the throne, and reach your royal 
perfon ; let them hear your gracie 
ous anfwer, and let them know that 
your majetty’s goodne!s and juttice 
are the fureft fupporters they ean 
hope 'o find near the throne. 

The French never confult any 
intereft infeparable from the throne; 
they are always biafled by their 


© At every burriere (turnpike) there are two beautiful manfions, in the form of 
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hodges, adorned with pillars, puadicis, medailions, d&c. 
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fincere attachment to their mo- 
parch; in their fervent zeal 
and enthufiaflic emotions for the 
roval cauie, they have been Ca- 
able of the greateft facrifices ; 
and they may fancy the ways and 
means of the nation as unbounded 
as their affection. Thefe ways and 
means, therefore, mutt be carefuily 
managed and ufed at proper times. 
It fhould be likewife confidered, 
that the contributions proceeding 
trom the impofts granted to the 
monarch are only intended as fub- 
fidies to the ftate, and that the 
fovereign is but the diltributor of 
whatever is not employed tor the 
public weal, which naturally be- 
longs to thofe who co-operated in 
levying the contributions ; and, if 
they are diverted from their chief 
and primitive intent, their fertile 
fource will foon become infufficient, 
and, in a fhort time, exhautted ; 
particularly if the expences inereate 
in proportion to the receipt. 

All kinds of impotts fhould be 
proportioned to the neceflary wants 
of the nation, and end with them. 
Each citizen contributes part of his 
property, for the fake of maintain- 
ing public fatety and private tran- 
quility. The people, on fuch 
principles, founded on the rights 
of mankind, and confirmed by rea- 
fon, fhould never increafe their 
contributions but when the expen- 
ces of the ftate have undergone all 
the favings, alterations, and re- 
trenchments, they are capable of. 
It is for this reafon, therefore, that 
your parliament, fire, look upon 
the duty on ftamped paper as en- 
tirely oppofite to thete primitive 
notions. It would affect the pri- 
vate tranquillity, by neceffarily 
Opening a way to errors, and there- 
by would prove far more dangerous 
than the gadv/le [duty on falt, a 
kind of excife], which was, as has 
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been feen, liable to open frauds. 
The moft exact and habitual atten- 
tion could hardly be futticient to 
dittinguifh the aumberlefs flamped 
papers that are to ferve for each 
reipective act of juttice or common _ 
tran{action. 

What mittakes will not the great- 
eft parrof your fubjetts be liable to, 
by interchanging ihefe papers, and 
making ufe of the one for the other! 
Many writings, by fuch involun- 
tary faults, may appear counter- 
feited in the eye of juttice; and the 
unwary individual will find himfelf 
daily expofed to pay exorbitant 
fines, or to encounter difagreeable 
and heavy fuits at law, 

Such a duty, fire, is likewife in- 
coinpatible with public fafety, as 
it would deeply wound mutual 
confidence, which ts the fure foun- 
dation of it. Individuals would be 
afraid of producing unftamped bills 
or notes before a tribunal; and in 
this aye, where there are fuch fre- 
quent inttances of perfons taking all 
forts of advantages, and commenc- 
ing or prolonging vexatious and 
never-ending fuits, a wile legifla- 
tor fhould be very careful not to 
introduce new fubjects of chicanery. 
Betides, our public truft, fire, and 
our national dignity, abfolutely for- 
bid the introduction of fuch a dan- 
gerous duty. 

‘Lhe moment a declaration is iffu- 
ed, which is generally vicious in 
almoft all its difpofitions, a feducing 
facility of extending its meaning or 
duration offers itfelf, and pretences 
are not wanting for impoling plau- 
fibly on the public. Experience 
furnifhes us with too many exam- 
ples. The two fous and the eight 
fous per livre for inflance, the fe- 
cond warranc for the poll-tax, and 
fo many other inventions, which 
the fertile genius of finances has 
imagined, and is never at a lofs to 
find 
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find to over-charge the fubjects, 
are but a coniinuation and exten- 
fion of aduty, fimple in its origin ; 
and fuch an extenfion, fire, ts 
often divefied of any legal autho- 
rity, and only collected in virtue of 
the minifter’s mandate. Without 
mentioning, fire, the multiplicity 
of marks, precautions, and fines, 
annexed to and attending the duty 
on flamped paper, it is certain that 
it would caufe a delay in public 
and private bufinefs, and obiiruct 
the cominon daily tranfactions. All 
delay is dangerous, and all obtiruc- 
tion mult produce a delay. A bill 
of exchange, improperly flamped, 
would be liable to a fine; the fine 
mutt be paid immediately by the 
pofieffor of the bill; he therefore 
would be obliged to advance the 
fum for the fine, pay inflead of re 
ceiving, and be out of his money 
till the expiration of his unlucky 
bill. He would be a fufferer for 
other perfons faults, and fuch faults 
might be renewed feveral times in 
one and the fame day, in the very 
fame hour; his payments mutt be 
affected by it, and his credit called 
in queftion. ‘Thence mitiruit and 
doubts will neceffarily arife ; and 
you know, fire, that there fubfills 
a kind of chain in the courfe of ex- 
changes, that ftrongly binds all 
the commercial parts of mankind 
in the known world. Our trading 
towns would lofe, in the eyes of a 
foreigner, that level or advantage 
they were wont toenjoy. In fhort, 
were not fuch a duty extremely 
oncrous it itfelf, its unfimited dura- 
tion mult caufe a general alarm. 
We have often feen taxes, limited 
till fuch a time, prolonged cven 
after the intention of the fupply 
had been amply fulfilled; but we 
did not expect to fee one that is to 
Jait perpciually, at the very time 
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when a certain period was mention, 
ed for diminifaing the national dety 

Lewis XIV. ettablifhed the pull 
tax in 1695, and the tenth in 1710 
The misfortunes and heavy loffes 
fuftained towards the latter end of 
his reign, and the invafion of the 
kingdom, made him attempta ftep 
the fuccefs of which he very much 
doubted in his own mind, Tha 
great monarch, finding himfelf ob. 
liged to lay fuch a duty, feemed 
to have been doubtful whether he 
had a right to lay it; and i#parlia. 
ment then thought it their duty to 
have it regiftered, it was becaufe 
the contribution was to laft buts 
fhort time ; it was chiefly becaufe 
the exigencies of the ftate feemed 
to require a fpeedy redrefs ; hadit 
not been for thefe fub/ttantial rea. 
fons, fire, Lewis XLV. would have 
owned, “that it was the nation 
alone, re-united in the three general 
ftates, that can give the neceflary 
confent for eftablifhing a perpetual 
tax—that parliament were never 
invefted with fuch a power, and 
that, charged by the fovereign to 
announce his will to the people, 
they had never been charged b 
the people to reprefeyt them fo 
implicitly.” 

This is what your refpectful par- 
liament takes now the [iberty of 
mentioning to your majefly ; and, 
penetrated with this truth, alarmed 
at the enormous deficiency, and 
ftruck with the deplorable diforders 
that have produced it, and might 
render it perpetual, they wifh very 
much to fee the whole nation al- 
fembled, before they regifter any 
new impoft. The nation alone 
thus aflembled, and inftruéted in 
the true ftate of the finances, may 
extirpate the great abufes that are 
exifling at prefent, and offer great 


refources to obviate them in — 
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‘Tis for you, fire, that the ho- 


our was referved of aetgede | thofe 
erthe 


n 
national affemblies which ren 


reion of Charlemagne fo great and 
iHuitrious ; affemblies that repaired 
all king John’s difaftrous calami- 
ties, and concurred with parlia- 
ment to re-eflablifh Charles VII. 


on the throne. All the world is 
convinced now of the truth of this 
maxim—that myfery generally accom 
panies miftruft and weaknefi—that the 
greater authority iSs the more confi- 
dence and candour it foould infpire— 
and that entrufling the provincial a/- 
femblies with part of the adminifiration, 
‘infrad of weakening it, would en- 
lighten and render it more ative. 
Your notables, fire, fo wifely fe- 
lected by your majetty, have af- 
fifted the throne with their coun- 
fels, and unveiled the long-hidden 
countenance of truth, which you 
were determined to fee. How hap- 
py are now the members of this 
aflembly in prefenting you, fire, 
with the effufions of that truth they 
firongly feel in their hearts! The 
monarch of France can never be fo 
great as when furrounded by his hap- 
py fubjedts: he has nothing to fear but 
the excefi of their attachment: he has 
no other precaution to take but to be 
aspen bis guard againft iffuing orders 
that may be beyond their power to ac- 
complifb, By a perfect union be- 
ween the fovereign and the people, 
each party will be the gainer ; and 
a monarch can never err in follow- 
ing the fteps of the hero of the fe- 
cond race, who forced from the 
unanimous lips of admiring Europe 
the name of Great, which he cer- 
tainly deferved by protecting juf- 
tice and his people with the fame 
arm that ftruck terror to his ene- 
mies; nor thofe of a Charles V. 
whom poflerity, the impartial judge 
of kings, has dignified with the 
ttle of Wife ; mor thofe of Lewis 
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NII. who in one of thofe affemblies 
had the {weet fatisfaction of heats 
ing himfelf proclaimed the Father 
of his People; nor thofe in thort 
of Henry IV. whofe name, fiill fo 
cherifhed by the French, is an ho- 
nour to humanity, and daily re- 
ceives from our grateful hearts a 
copious tribute of tears, 

Your parliament, fire, waitin 
with impatience for the happy and 
wifhed-tor moment, when a jut 
monarch will deign to fpread his 
benign influence over a faithful na- 
tion, and grant their requefis, moft 
refpectfully intreat your majefty to 
recall and annull the declaration of 
the flamp-duty, as altogether in- 
compatible with the prefent fitua- 
tion of affairs; a duty, that, were 
it to be enforced, would caufe uni- 
verfal difcontent and forrow to all 
the nation, and the name only of 
which has ‘already fpread a general 
alarm through the kingdom. 





His Moft Chriftian Maycfty’s Speecb 
to the Parliament of Paris, Now. 
19, 1787. 

Gentlemen, 

I am come to this affembly to re- 
call to my parliament thofe princi- 
ples from which it ought never to 
deviate ; to hear what you have to 
fay upon two great acts of admini- 
{tration and legiflation, which to 
me have appeared neceflary ; finally 
to reply to you upon the reprefen- 
tations made to me by the chamber 
of vacations, in favour of my par- 
liament of Bourdeaux. The prin- 
ciples which I mean to recall to 
your recollection, are a part of the 
effence of the monarchy, and I will 
not fuffer them to be unknown or 
changed. I had no need of folici- 
tations to affemble the notables of 
my kingdom. I fhall never be a- 
fraid m 


being among tny fubjects. 
A ki 
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A king of France is never more 
happy than when he enjoys their 
love and fidelity ; but it is I only 
who am to judge of the ufe and ne- 
eeffity of thofe affemblies, and I 
will not fuffer myfelf to be indif- 
cretely importuned for that which 
ought to be expected from my wif- 
dom, and the love I have for my 

ple, whofe interefls are infepar- 
able from my own. ‘The act of 
adminiftration which I propofe to 
myfelf is an edict, containing a 
creation of fucceflive loans for five 
years. I wifhed to have no farther 
vecourfe tojthe refource of loans ; 
but order and ceconomy muft have 
time to make them effectual. Li- 
mited and well calculated leans will 
retard the operations of the tormer, 
but they wil not prevent them. 
No new impofts will be eftablifhed, 
and my engagements will be tulfill- 
ed. 1 will ever maintain by the 
moft conftant and undivided protec- 
tion, the holy religion in which I 
have the happinefs to be born, and 
1 will not permit it to fuffer the 
leaft diminution in my kingdom. 
But 1 am of opinion that this fame 
religion commands me not to leave 
apart of my fubjects depsived of 
their natural rights, and what the 
ftate of fociety promifes them. You 
will fee in my anfwer upon the 
fubje&t of the parliament of Bour- 
deaux, to what a degree its conduct 
is reprehentible. My parliament 
ought to reckon upon my confidence 
oa affection ; but they ought to 
merit them, in confining them/elves 
within the functions confided to their 
execution by the kings my prede- 
ceffors ; being careful not to Sendet 
rom, nor refufe them, and more 
particularly never to fail in giving 
to my fubjects an example of fide- 
lity and fubmiflion. M y kceper of 
the feals will more fully communi- 
Cate to you my intentivns. 
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The Adadre/s of the fir fi Prefident of 
of the Parliament of P | 
King at Verfailles, on the By: 
of the Duke of Orleans and Mad 
Counfellors of the Parliamine, ° 

Sire, 

_ Your parliament is come, in ohe. 
dience to your orders, It hag this 
morning been informed, at the 
opening of the fitting, that a prince 
of your auguft blood has locurred 
your difpleafure, and that two coun. 
fellers of your court are deprived 
of their liberty. Your parl ament 
in confternation, humbly fupplicates 
your majefly, to rettore to the 
prince of your blood, and to the 
two magiitrates, the liberty which 
they have loft, having, in your 
pretence, freely declared what their 
duty and coniciences dictated, ina 
fitung wherein your muajeity had 
announced that you came to take 
the fenfe of the affembly by a plu 
rality of fuffrages. 


The Kine’s Anfwer, 


When I put away from my per 
fon a prince of my blood, my par- 
liament ought to believe, that ] 
have very itrong reafons for fo do- 
ing. I have punithed two magi- 
ftrates, with whom I ought, to be 
diifatished, 


aris to the 
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The Second Addrefs of the Parliament 
of Paris to the King, on the fam 
Subject, Nov. 23, 1787+ 

Sire, : 

The public affigion has preced- 
ed your parliament ar the foot ot 
the throne. The firft prince o! your 
blood is exiled ; two magittrates of 
your parliament are imprifoned by 
vour orders; the error of this aus 
guit prince, the crime of thefe two 
magiftrates, are unknown to us. It 


cannot have been a crime to re 
the 











er ye tf Cc 

the truth in the prefence of your 
Your majetly came a. 
mong us to demand our free fuf- 
(rages: to give them on every oc- 
cafion is the nght and duty of 
your parliament, and the intcreft of 
vour majefty to hear them. It is 
eye, the keeper of the feals ex- 
preted the fentiments of your ma- 
‘ely : but our countel to you would 
no longer come from the fanctuary 
of truth, if reftrained by the terror 
of ofending. If the duke of Or- 
leans is guilty, we are alfo. It 
was worthy the firft prince of your 
blood, to reprefent to your majetty, 
that you were transform ng a meet- 
ing of the parliament into a bed of 
juttice. His declaration~ has but 
announced our fentimenrs ; his feel- 
ings have judged of ours ; and if 
by the effect of that concord, which 
nothing can deftroy, between the 
wifhes and the dury of your par- 
liament, the duke of Orleans has 
fhewn a courage worthy his birth 
and rank, he has no Iefs manifetted 
a heart zealous for your glory. In 
fact, fire, foreigners cannot con- 
ceive, pofterity will not believe, 
that we could be expofed to any 
danger in telling your majefty that 
truth, which you have demanded 
inperfon, Your prefence has ever 
been accompanied with favour; 
mutt it henceforth produce fear and 
affliction? A bed of juftice would 
be lefs terrible than a fitting of 
parliament ; and our loyalty to your 
majefty would fupprefs our voices, 
were our confidence, cncouraged 
by yourfelf, no other than the fig- 
nal of our exile or imprifonment. 
And what imprifonment, fir? Ho- 
nour and humanity, as well as juf- 
tice, tremble at it; the bafeft men 
have laid hands on the perfon of 
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one’of your magiftrates *; his houfe 
has been befieged ; inttruments of 
the police have driven away his fa- 
mily. It was by prayers and en- 
treaties to thofe ungracious men, 
that he was permitted to fee his 
wife, his children, and his fifters, 
on his departure, They have forced 
him away without a fervant; and 
that magiftrate, who, on Monday, 
thought himfelf under the perfonal 
protection of your majefty, is gone 
toa diflant prifon, unattended but 
by three men, the devotees of arbi- 
trary power. The fecond of thefe 
magiltrates feized by your orders, 
though tteated in his own houfe 
lefs cruelly than the other, has ne- 
verthelefs been confrained to depart 
with a fever, and threatened with 
an inflammatory diforder, to a place 
where life is a continual punifh- 
ment. His dwelling isarock; his 
prifon heat by the waves of the fea; 
the air he brearhes unwholfome ; all 
dffittance is remote, and yourmajefty, 
without wifhing it, without knowing 
it, in figning the order of imprifon- 
ment, has perhaps figned that of 
his death. If exile is the recom- 
pence of the fidelity of the princes 
of your blood; if outrages and 
captivity threaten the uprightnefs 
of the firft magiftrates of the king- 
dom ; we may ‘afk ourfelves with 
terror and grief, what will become 
of the laws, the public liberty, the 
national honour, and the manners 
of your majefty’s fubjects ; thofe 
manners fo mild, fo neceflary to be 
preferved for the common intereft 
of the throne, and of the people. 
Such defigns, fire, are not in your 
heart; fuch ¢xamples are not the 
principles of your majefty, They 
arife from another fource. Your 
parliament, fire, moft humbly be. 


* The officer who arrefted the abbé Tratian is faid to have laid his hand upon his 


der, which is a high indignity in France. , 
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feeches your majeity, as you value 


r _ your high renown; to 
isa a t te afficting counfels, to 
confult and liften only to your own 
heart; and then, juftiee with hu- 
manity, encovraged by the return 
of the firit prince of your blood, 
and by the releafe of your two ma- 
giftrates, will begin to efface an ex- 
ample which would end by the de- 
firuction of the laws, the degrada- 
‘ion of the magiflracy, univerfal 
difcouragement, and the triumph 
of the enemies to the honour of the 
French.” 





His Majefy’s Anfwer to the foregoing 
Addrefs, Nov. 26, 1787. 

When [ helda fitting among you, 
gentlemen, the keeper of the feals 
told you, by my order, that the 
more kindnefs I fhewed when I fol- 
lowed the inclinations of my heart, 
the more firmnefs I difcovered when 
I thought I perceived any attempts 
to abute that kindnefs, 

This might be a fufficient anfwer 
to your fecond petition ; but I will 
condefcend to add, that if I do not 
blame the intereft you exprefs for 
the detention of your two magi- 
ftrates, I difapprove, however, your 
exaggerating the circumftances and 
confequences of it. You feem ‘to 
attribute the whole of this tranf- 
action to motives, which the free 
liberty I permitted you to exprefs 
your opinions does not warrant, 

1 am accountable to no perfon 
for the motives of my refolutions. 

It is time you thoutd feparate the 
particular cafe of thofe 1 have pu- 
nifhed from the intereft of my other 
fubjects, and that of the laws. 

All my fubjects are fenfible that 
the nefs of my heart is ever 
watchful for their happinefs, and 
mutt acknowledge the effects of it, 
even in my acts of juitice, 
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Every individual is interefled iq 
the prefervation of public order 
and that order effentially q ‘ 
on the fupport of my authority 

If thoie I have charged to dic: 
cute my orders have behaved jy, 
manner contrary to my intent 
I will punifh them ; and if dy 
place of confinement can any way, 
be detrimental to the health of ih 
two magittrates, I will order them 
to be 1emoved to more faluta 
fpots; for the feelings of huma. 
nity are infeparable from my heart, 
even in the execution of my juf- 
tices 

In regard to the duke of Orleans! 
abfeuce ftom the capital, and from 
my court, I have nothing to add 
to what I have already faid to my 
parliament. 
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The Third Remonflrance of the Pars 
liament ef Paris to the King, on 
the fame SubjcéZ, Dec. 10, 178). 

Sire, 

Your parliament, the _ princes 
and peers of your realms, being 
feated, have charged us with the 
cemmiffion of laying at the foot of 
your throne their moft refpeétful 
reprefentations on your majefty’s 
anfwer to their fupplication. 

The magiftracy of your king 
dom, as well as every true citizen, 
are equally aftonifhed at the re 
proaches it contains, and the prin 
ciples which are manifetted in it 

We are, however, far from ate 
tributing thefe reproaches to the 
perfonal feniiments which infpire 
your majefty. 

Public decency received a fevert 
wound in the choice of the exect- 
tors of your orders, If their crime 
was not carried to the perfonal at 


reft of one of your magiltrates, the 
expofition of other facts, far from 
being exaggerated, is yet incoms 

plete; 
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. and your parliament may 
nat this ssaaitbeahis whote 
houle was invelted by armed men, 
himfelf delivered up to the agents 
of the police, like a maletactor, 
faw himfelt reduced” o the humilia- 
tion of being liable to the fummons 
of an officer, from a fubmiilion to 
your majeity’s order, 

May we be allowed, Sire, to ree 

refent to you, that, in devoting 
ourfelves to the public fervice, in 
promifing to releafe your majefty 
of the firft duty you owe a na- 
tion, namely, that of juftice; in 
bringing up our children to be fub- 
sect to the fame facrifices, we never 
could have fuppofed we were defiins 
ing ourfelves and our children to 
the misfortunes, ftill lefs to out- 
rages of fo heinous a nature. 

‘But we do not come fo much to 
claim your benignity, as the pros 
tection of the laws. It is not to 
your humanity alone that we ad- 
drefs ourfelves; it is not a favour 
which your parliament folicizs ; it 
comes, Sire, to demand sufhic »» 

This juilice is fubjeét to regula- 
tions independent of the will of 
man—even kings themfelves are 
fubfervient to them; that glorious 
eae Henry the Fourth, acknow- 
edged he had two fovereigns, God 
and the laws. ' 

One of thefe regulations is, to 
condemn no one without a hearing; 
it is a duty in all times, and in all 
places ; it is the duty of all men; 
and your majefty will allow us to 
reprefent to you, that it is as obli- 
gatory on you as on your fubjects. 

But your majefty has not to exe- 
cute this function; and your par- 
liament with pleafure brings to your 
recollection your glorious privileges, 
that of fhewing mercy to condemn- 
ed criminals, To condemn them 
yourfelf, is not a funétion belong- 
™6 r majefty, This painful and 
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dangerous tafk the king cannot ex 
ercife but through his judges. Thofe 
who find a pleaiure in hearing your 
majefly pronounce the dreadful 
word of punithment, who advife 
you to punith without @ trial, to 
punifh of your own accotd, to ors 
der exiles, arrefts, and imprifon- 
iments; who fuppofé that aéts of 
rigour are compauble with a benign 
difpotition, equally force a wound 
to external jullice—the laws of the 
realm, and the moft confolating 
2 ictal belonging to your mas 
e . 

i does not allow, that opinions 
delivered in parliaments fhould be 
confidered as motives for your ri« 
gour, and in fome meafufe a confo- 
lation for us. But if tlrong reafons 
fhould actuate you to thé exile of 
the duke of Orleans—if it can be 
called a kindnefs that you no lone 
ger leave two magiftrates expofed 
to perifh in diflant prifons, or uns 
wholefome places—if it is confider- 
ed as an act of humaniry, which 
tempers juftice,. in releafing them 
from fuch a fituation—they mutt 
indeed be guilty! But it is the duty 
of your parliament to judge theni— 
and we demand only, that their 
crimes fhould be publithed. 

The meanet of your fubjects is 
not lefs interefled in the fuccels of 
our reclamations, than the firf 
prince of your blood—Yes, Sire, 
not only a prince of your blood, 
but every Frenchman punifhed by 
four majefty, and efpecially who 
is punifhed without a hearing, bee 
comes neceflarily the fubject of 

ublic alarm. The union of thefe 
ideas is not the work of your pare 
liament: it is that of nature, it is 
the voice of reafon, it is the prine 
ciple of the moft wholefome laws, 
of thofe laws which are engraved 
in every man’s heart, which is the 
principle of yours, aad which af» 
(F) fures 
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fures us of your perfonal approba- 
tion. The caufe of his royal high- 
nefs the duke of Orleans, and of 
the two magittrates, is then without 
our confent, and, by forcing thofe 
principles, the act of the throne, 
whofe only foundation is juttice, 
and without which no nation can 
be happy. 

It is, therefore, in the name of 
thofe laws which preferve empires, 
in the name of that liberty for 
which we are the refpectful inter- 

reters and the lawful mediators, 
in the name of your authority, of 
which we are the firft and moft con- 
fidential minifters, that we dare de- 
mand the trial or the liberty of the 
duke of Orleans and the two exiled 
magiftrates, who are imprifoned by 
a fudden order, as contrary to the 
fentiments as the interefts of your 


majefty. 





Memorial prefented to the States Ge- 
neral of the United Provinces, Aug. 
14, 1787, dy S'- Fames Harris, 
K.B. the Britifh Ambaffador at 
the Hague. 


High and Mighty Lords, 


The king, animated with the 
trueft and moft fincere fentiments 
of friendfhip for your high mighti- 
nefles, cannot without extreme pain 
fee the continuation of the unfor- 
tunate troubles which fubfift in the 
republic of the United Provinces ; 
and which, by their continuation, 
threaten the mott grievous confe- 
quences, 
~ The memonials which the under- 
figned envoy extraordinary and mi- 
nifter plenipotentiary has prefented 
to your high mightineffes, fince he 
had the honour to refide here, have 
fhewn, that the king his mafter, as 
a good friend and neighbour of the 
republic, has never cedfed defiring 
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to fee peace re-eftablithed : and hh 
majefty will be always difpofed te 
co-operate on his part, in fuchy 
manner as your high mightineffes 
may judge proper, 

His majeity Levies obferved that 
the ftates of the provinces of Zes. 
land and Friefland, have declared 
their difpofition to afk the media. 
tion of fome neighbouring power 
(in cafe that your high mightineffe, 
judge fuch intervention neceffiry) 
and that of Zealand has called to 
mind, on this occafion, the repeat. 
ed affurances which the king ha 
given of his friendfhip for the Uni- 
ted Provinces : the underfigned has 
exprefs orders to affure your high 
mightinefles that his majelty has 
conftantly ftrongly at heart the re- 
eftablifhment of the tranquillity of 
the republic, the prefervation of 
the true conftitution, and the main- 
tenance of the juft rights and pri- 
vileges of all its members, His 
majetty feels the greateft fatisfac- 
tion, in having reafon to think that 
the inrernal means, furnifhed by 
the conftitution itfelf, have power 
fufficient to accomplifh fo falutary 
an object. But at the fame time, 
if your high mightineffes are de- 
cided, that it is neceflary to recut 
to a foreign mediation, and to in- 
vite his majefty ; then, in natural 
confequence of his affection, and 
of his good will for the republic, 
the king will be eager to prove t 
your high mightineffes his fincert 
defire to employ all the care that 
may depend on his majetty to bring 
the negotiation to a happy, 


and permanent iffue. 
‘ JAMES HARRIS. 


—— 





Reprefentation of the Equeftrian Or 
der and Nobles of the Province of 
Holland, to the States of Holland 
and Weft Fricfland, Ang. 279 Te 
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The lords of the Equeftrian or- 
der and nobles think proper once 
more, to reprefent in the moft af- 
fedling manner to your noble and 

¢ mightineffes the true picture 
of the unfortunate ftate of our 
This province, formerly 


country. inc 
fo happy and flourifhing, and fo 
ref , the object of admiration, 


and fre uently even the envy of 
the neig bouring nations, is now 
fending its own entrails, and by 
difvord and unbridled paflions 1s at 
¢his moment on the brink of de- 
frudtion, and ready with all its in- 
habitants to be overwhelmed in in- 
evitable ruin. 

When the lords of the Equeflrian 
order propofed their advice on the 
oth of July to this illuftrions af- 
fembly, they judged it fufficient, 
in the then fituation of affairs, to 
glance flightly over the reafons 
which actuated them; they flat- 
tered themfelves that the penetrat- 
ing eye of the members of the il- 
tiltious aflembly of your nceble 
and great mightineffes, would give 
them that turn of which they were 
fo evidently fufceptible. 

When on the roth of July they 
deliberated on the memorial of M. 
de Thulemeyer, the Equeftrian or- 
der preffed them in the moft ear- 
fief manner to make the moft 
ftnous reflections on the abfolute 
neceflity of providing as foon as 
pollible fome conciliatory means 
proper to prevent thofe effects which 

¢ Equeitrian order feared, and 
which it ‘plainly told them of. 

The Equeffrian order, never- 
thelefS, has not had the fatisfuétion 

fecing their well-meant advice 
conciliatory propofitions crown- 
ed with fuccefs, by want of influ. 
ence over the plurality of mem- 

f$; but, on the contrary, heard 
faw the 14th of July an anfwer 
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to the memorial of the Pruffian 
envoy determined upon ; fromwhich 
it appeared to the Equeftrian order 
that no good effect could be expected, 
The event has at prefent proved the 
fame, as appears by the laf memo- 
rial from the court of Berlin; and 
experience fhews the foundation of 
that forefight on which the Equef- 
trian order grounded its firft advice. 
Now the danger is at the higheft 
point, and augments every inftant ; 
and if they intend to put in execu- 
tion the means of preventing a fi- 
tuation abfolutely without refource, 
not a moment muft be loft. 

The Equeitrian order thinks the 
term without refource is not too ex- 
preflive, but founded in every re- 
{pect on truths that muft be acknow- 
ledged ; and they are ready to fa- 
crifice their wealth and blood for 
that liberty which their anceftors 
have enjoyed, and which they ac- 
quired and founded by rivers of 
blood. But the Fqueltrian order 
will never concur in rendering the 
inhabitants of Holland the victims 
of inconfiderate actions, which in 
themfelves unjuftly violate the laws 
of nature and of nations, which 
deftroy liberty, and which provoke 
the vengeance of thofe whom they 
have neceffitated by their rath treat- 
ment to check them by force. And 
what, alas! are the means of de 
fence which can be put in execu- 
tion in thefe unfortunate circume 
ftances, to pleafe a people whom 
they are obliged not only to pre- 
ferve from evident danger, but even 
to protect from that which threatens 
them ? 

Will they find thefe means in the 
concord, that once immoveable 
bulwark of our power? That has 
difappeared ; and the re-eftablifh- 
ment of it can only be effected by 
the affiftance of the Almighty. 

(F 2) Are 
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Are the means to be found in the 
finances, which form the finews of 
all military expeditions ? Who as 
thongit the memb: ts of your noble 
and great mightinefles, of thofe 
members compoting the corps of 
the regencies of the refpective ci- 
ties, are ignorant of the deplorable 
fituation of the finances at this mo- 
ment? If any farther proof of it 
is required, Jet them caft an eye on 
the lait loan of five millions made 
by Holland; they have only to 
reckon the enormous lofs of 22 per 
cent. and then reckon that the 
above loan cott this country 16 
millions of florins; they have only 
to conlider the preient price of 
bunds, the important diminution 
of the value of effects, the enor- 
mous expeneeswhich are incurred in 
aceuntry become powerful by aco- 
nomy, and executed by a commif- 
fion with # power more than di¢ta- 
torial, and which has a free unli- 
mited power over the wealth of this 
country; which it ufes in the moft 
tnconilitutional mannerimaginable, 
and abfohitely without example, 
for ifs oWn énds, and of which the 
fovereign has generally not the leat 
Knowledge but when they think 
proper to require their approbation, 
which they have always an oppor- 
tunity of infuring by the reigning 
fpint. If we mutt (peak with truthy 
and without difguife, the Equeftrian 
order muft own it is informed, that 
the expences attending this commrf- 
fion, or the ordinaries which have 
been granted it at its requeft, a- 
mount already, during the firft 
week of its nomination, to néar 
60,020 florins. 

It this is the cafe, the Equef- 
trian order has no eccafion to make 
any reflections on this head ; things 
fpeak for themfelves, and afford 
fuilicient room to compare the an- 
cient induftry of the Duwh in the 
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management of their finances » 
the diforderly profufion which 
fo ftrongly reigns, a 
The Equetirian order (3 
itfelf thet they may be ae 
and that the counfellors of the com. 
mittee, knowing beit the fhate of 
the finances, will be able to declare 
thefe reports without foundation, 
Are the means of defence to be 
found in the advancement of com. 
merce, and the refources je of 
fords ? Bs 
At the eftablifhment of this re. 
public, and during the uncertaig 
era of its exiftence, the enemy was 
more than once in the country, and 
they experienced the unfortunate 
effecis of it; yet commerce pre 
ferved at leaft one part of its ordi 
nary courfe. The Dutch flag, 
more or lefs protected, prefented 
itfelf, and brought riches, which 
enabled the inhabitants to pay the 
heavy taxes which the prefervation 
of thetr country required, The 
powerful city of Amiterdam fp 
ported the republic: its amazi 
wealth rendered it the miftrefs of 
the commerce of the univerfe, even 
during thofe unhappy times, and 
diffuled through an infinite number 
of fmall veins, which proceeded 
from this rich fource, and which 
it knew how to nourifh, a profpers 
ity which rendered its intrinfic 
power firm, and made it withttand 
the greateit affaults. But, alas} 
at prefent, if this rich fource isnot 
entirely drained, it is at leat ma 
mott deptorable fituation. Here we 
want words to exprefs ourfelves. 
The Equeftrian order is affrighted 
at the appeafance of the fituatios 
of trade, and cannot conceal % 
And what more is there which they 
have not to fear? May not an i 
ftant fhut up the pats of 


rivers through which the commerce 
of this country is {till carried at 
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fe.ne advantage? Can they 

‘enorant of the damage this muft 
do to the principal cities of Hol- 
land? ‘The inhabitants of Dort, do 
they not fuffer greatly in being 

sped in their commerce of wood ? 

The inhabitants of Schiedam, are 
they not hindered in their coal 
trade, which they fend up the 
Rhoer? Can the city of Amfterdam 
carry on any trade with the fhips 
from the Upper Rhine ? and how 
reat then will be the number of 
thofe whofe only fubfiftence 1s 
commerce, and which they will be 
deprived of ? Let us draw a curtain 
over this dreadful defeription ; the 
heart hardens at the thoughts of 
the fatal events which this fubject 
exhibits on all fides. 

In fine, will they feek and find 
the means of defence in the affitt- 
ance of our confederates, or in that 
of foreign powers ? 

The anfwer to this queflion, and 
the expolition of the different ob- 
iets which muit be confidered in 
every point of view, is of fo deli- 
cate and embarratling a nature, that 
the Equeftrian corps is fearful of 
exprefing itfelf on this head. To 
effect it requires a knowledge found- 
ed on the political fyttem of this 
part of the globe, to obtain which 
we muft pry into the fecrets of ca- 
binets, and difcover them as much 
as potible, This requires combi- 
gations, and fuch forefight is nee 
ceflary for this which prudence for- 
bids to truit to paper. The Equef- 
man corps appeals to the wiidom 
v the members, who cannot rate 
the prefent ftate ef the union high 
enough, and who can, in like man- 
att, pry into the detigns of the 
monarchs who furround us, and 
who do not look with an indifferent 
tye on this republic; for which 
there is no need of an explication 
99 the part of the Equeftrian order, 


who prote that they have not the 
leaft thought that their co-members 
of this aflembly want the fmalleft 
hint on this important matter, 

After thefe mature and moderate 
reflections on what has been faid, 
the EKquettrian cerps think theme 
fel‘es obliged to introduce agaig 
their advice, propofed the rcth of 
July, and to infiit in a proper mane 
mer that your noble and great 
mightinefles put in execution ime 
mediately fome conciliatory means, 
without derogating from your fove- 
reign dignity, and not to make this 
unfortunate accidént auement the 
number of unhappy circumttances 
in which this republic is indifpus- 
ably involved, 

The Equetisian corps therefore 
renews its inftances, and previoutly 
recals its advice; it frankly offers 
to give on every occafion proofs 
that it has nothing more at heart, 
and withes for nothing more ar- 
dentiy, than to act in concert with 
all the members tor the real welfare 
of the province in its defence; in 
a word, for the re-ellablifhmentof 
its repofe, happinefs, and profper- 
ity ; and will ar all times facritice 
for that purpote its wealth and 
bload. 

Such, noble, great, and mighty 
lords, are the true fenfe and fole 
intentions of the Equetirian order, 
which they declare in the moft foe 
lemn manner, in the firm perfuas 
fion that this proteflation, and the 
open expolition of all their fenti- 
ments contained in this advice pro- 
ceed from their duty to the Al- 
mighty, to their confcience, to their 
oath, to all the inhabitants of Hol- 
land, and in fine to this illuftrious 
affembly itfelf, whofe deliberationg 
and advice ought to be governed 
by truth, fincerity, and perfuas 
fion. 

We muft fiill add here, noble, 


(F 3) great, 
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great, and mighty lords, that this 
is the fecond time that the Equef- 
trian order has been obliged, within 
a little fpace, to propofe fuch a de- 
tai! of advice to this illuitrious af- 
fembly ; the objects of it were of 
the utmoft importance, and made 
the Equefirian order declure its fen- 
timents on political affairs once for 
all. 

This they have done without 
fear, though they know the judg- 
ment a contrary fyftem forms of 
it; nor are they ignorant of the 
menaces which public report an- 
nounces tothem. If they are exe- 
cuted; if we mutt Tuffer the lot of 
our brothers of Dort, we are affured 
that we may fay with them, 


“ Juftum & tenacem propofiti virum, 
Non civium ardor prava jubentium, 
Non vultus infantis tyranni, 

Mente quatit folida. 

Si fraQus illabatur orbis, 

Impavidum fericut ruine.” 


And then dying ina noble caufe, 
we will not with our lait breath 
call down the vengeance of the 
Almighty, but we will ute that ten- 
der prayer, ‘ Forgive them, Lord, 
they know not what they do.” 





Letter from her Royal Hizhnefi the 
Prince{s of Orange to bis Serene 
Highne/s the Reigning Duke of 
Brunfwick, dated Sept. 15,1737 

Nimegue, Sept 1S. 
Str, 

The moment your highnefs enters 
the province ot Holland at the head 
of the body of troops the king, my 
brother, has entrutied to you, per- 
mit me to recommend again to you 
the interefts of that nation which 
is fo dear to me, and to whofe prof- 
perity I fhall a'ways glory in con- 
tributing as much as in my power. 
I could not forefee that iv jimple 
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an intention as that of My goj 

to the Hague would have had ¢ h 
ferious efiects, and fo entirely 
polite to the falutary views whit 
determined me to undertake thar 
journey, 

1 expected great obftacles before 
I fucceeded in My endeavours to 
reftore peace ang tranquillity ; by: 
the only difficulty tor which I Was 
unprepared, becaufe it was the leat 
probable, Was unfortunately that 
which deprived me of every means 
of attaining my end, by topping 
my journey by violent means. 
But if the unheard of proceed. 
ing ufed towards me in Holland, 
proceeding, the impreffion of which 
has only been moditied by my in. 
ward knowledve of not having ies 
rited it: if this proceeding, | fay, 
has been difapproved by all the 
courts, and every man of honour 
and good breeding, what mul be 
thought of thofe who compofe the 
prefent plurality of the tlates of 
Holland, to fee them mifconttrue 
and facrifice the intereits of their 
country to little perfonal views, 
and oblige the king to take a fatis- 
faction they have obftinately refuled 
to his friendly exhortations. 

The king, by declaring he con- 
fidered the offence as againit him- 
felf, penctrated my heart with gra- 
titude ; but alter the manner they 
dared to anfwer him, and the in- 
juftice which this pretended majo- 
rity did not ceafe committing, that 
declaration would have railed my 
greateft fears for that cvuntry 
which for 20 years I have confider- 
ed as my own, and whofe interells 
are infeparable from thofe of my 
houfe, if I had not been made caly 
by the declaration of the ftates ge 
neral, that of the principal mem- 
bers of the affembly of the tates of 
Holland, and of the greatett part ot 
the nation, as well as by the magy 
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ganimous fentiments which charac- 
rerize his majefty . ae 
The king could not give a {trons 
root of thofe fentiments than 
by charging your: highnefs — 
the execution of his orders; an 
the fentiments, fir, you have de- 
fred to fhew towards me, and 
which your highnefs has manifetted 
ia our declaration to the flares of 
Holland, do not permit me to doubt 
of the wifdom and equity of your 
intentions ; but your highnefs mutt 
pardon me if 1 dare to implore your 
clemency towards that part ot the 
inhabitants who are blinded and 
led aftray by paffion, and to aflure 
you I fhall conlider your behaviour 
twowards them, and the protection 
you fhew to the wife part of the 
pation, as fo many favours done to 
myfelf. In the mean time I do 
folemnly declare here that, perfect- 
ly agreeable to the moderate prin- 
ciple fhewn by the prince in his 
lait declaration, I will never profit 
from any circumflances whatever 
to procure my family a greater au- 
thority than the conilitution and 
true liberty of the provinces grant 
it; and that for myfelf I fhall al- 
ways be ready to employ my good 
offices for the welfare of this coun- 
try, and thofe of my houfe, with- 
oui fear of trouble or difputes. I 
have no ambition for any influence, 
and I will only accept that which 
] owe to the confidence and friend- 
hip I have merited. It is with 
thefe fentiments and the warmeit 
gratitude. I fhall all my life remain 
with the highett confideration, fir, 
your ferene highnefs’s moft devoted 
lervant and coufin, 
WILHELMINA,” 


a. 





from the Same to the Same; Nov, 3; 
1787. 


SiR, 


The fates of Holland having de- 
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fired me to requeft the king my 
brother to permit 3000 or 4000 of 
his troops to remain fome time in 
this province, I haften to inform 
your highnefs of this refolution of 
their noble and great mightinefles, 
a copy of which is annexed, be- 
feeching your highnefs to fupport 
this demand with your good offices : 
the fignal marks of kindnefs and 
protection of his Majefty make me 
hope he will not refufe them. 

I le#ve it to your highnefs’s con- 
fideration, if, after the arrange- 
ment taken to difarm the uncontti- 
tutional citizens of Amilerdam, 
you may not regard the conditions 
of the fatisfaction required by the 
king as entirely fulfilled, and with- 
draw the troops, except the nume 
ber the tlates of Holland have de 
manded, which will be both a re- 
licf to this country, and to the 
troops themfelves, on account of 
the bad feafon. Your highnefs 
will at the fame time permit me 
to intercede for the inhabitants of 
thefe provinces who are priioners 
of war at Wezel; I requeft your 
highnefs to releafe them, and flat- 
ter myfelf you will not difapprove 
the fhare 1 take in their unfortu- 
nate fituation. When you were 
on the point of entering Holland 
at the head of the Pruitlian troops, 
you deigned to reeeive the inftan- 
ces I addrefled to you in favour of 
this nation, whofe welfare and in- 
terefls in general are the object of 
my conttant wifhes : accept then at 
prefent the expreflions of my gra- 
titude, and thofe of this nation, 
who have daily difcovered the eni- 
nent qualities which chara¢terize 
vour highneis. The remembrance 
of our obligations to you will al- 
ways remain deeply engraven in 
our hearts, and we fhall never for- 
get that your highnefs has not only 
glorioufly fulfilled the objeét of 
(F 4) your 
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our commiffion, but that the mol 
appy revolution has jikewife refult- 
ed trom it, which has reflored this 
country to its liberty and indepen- 
dence, by firengthening the cone 
ftitution, and re eftablifhing the 
prince my confort in his juft rights 
and privileges. I have the honour 
fo remain, with fentiments ot an 
joviolable attachment, and the molt 
diflinguilled confideration, 
(Signed) WILHELMINA,” 


4 
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The Anfwer of his Serene Highnefs 
the reigning Duke of Bruafawick, 
dated Now. 5, 17875 to the pre 
ceding Lieticr. 

Madam, 

Your :oyal highnefs has noti- 
fied to me the requeft which the 
fiates of Holland have mace, at 
the fame time defiring to obtain 
permifhon trom the hing fora body 
of 3000 Or 4oo0 mea to remain for 
foie time in this province. 

Perfunded as 1 am of the fincere 
defire the king has to oblige your 
royal highnefs, and to concur to, 
wards tie welfare of the republic 
and the province of Holland, I 
think his mayetly will not refufe that 
requeft. 1 will immediately make 
my mott humble report to the king 
of the contents of your letter of 
the dint, and tthink, by leaving 
a body of 4ooo menin this province, 
until the arrival of his majefty’s 
orders, 1 thall only fulfil his de- 
fires. As the commiflion fent by 
his highnefs the prnce of Orange 
to finifh entirely che difarming of 
unconfiitutional armed = citizens, 
and the re-eflablifhment of the 
council of war, accomplifhed all 
the objeéts which remained -ot the 
fatistuction, Lthink of fucceflively 
recalling the troops of the king, ex- 
cept thofe who at the requelt of 
the Rates fhall remain, tf his majef- 





PAPER 8. 


ty confents to j : 
a er in this ta ~~ _ 

What your royal highnefs de} 
to mention Concerning the inhgbj, 
tants of this country kept prifoners 
of war at Wezel, is analopous with 
the generous fentiments you thew. 
ed at the entiance of the king's 
troops on the territory of this re, 
public, and J wiil certainly ye, 
prefent to the king the intereft yoy 
take in the fate of thefe unfortunate 
men. I efteem myfelf tao happy 
in having fatisfied your raval hieh. 
nefs in a commiftion which { seat. 
ly concerned the happinefs of the 
republic, and which could oply 
fu.ceed by the concurrence of the 
major part of thc inhsbitants, who 
endeavoured to free theim{clves from 
a yoke which an oppreilive cabal 
placed on them. 

Deign, nradam, to grant me a 
continuance of your good opinion, 
and to believe that nothing can ex. 
ceed the profound refpect with 
which I am, madam, your royal 
highnels’s, &c, 

(Signed) Cuarves, GP” 





The Bmperor's Declaration to the 
States of bis Belgic Province 
July 3 1787, 1" Anfrver to ther 
Remonflrance of the 22d of Jun. 


To the right rev. and rev. fathers 
in God, noble, dear, and well- 
beloved, we the emperor and 
king, 


My chancellor of flate has pre- 
fented me your remonftrance, dated 
the 22d of June laft; and 1 wilh, 
in anfwer to its contents, to ac 
quaint you, by thele preients, that 
it never was my mtenuion to Over 
turn the conilitution of my provil- 
ces in Flanders, and thatall the ia- 


ftruétions, with which ! have 
charged 
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charged my governors - general, 
have invariably tended, and with- 
out even the flhadow of any per- 
intereft, to the advantage of 
faithful fubjects in the Low 
Countries; at the fame time that I 
would not deptive the body of the 
mation of any of their ancient rights, 
ivileges, and liberties enjoyed by 
them. ‘Every ftep I have taken 
puyht to convince you of the truth 
of this aflertion, if you yet remain 
willing to render them the jutliee 
which is their due. 

I occupied mytelf on fome ree 
forms in the adminiftration of juf- 
fice, only at the inttance of nume- 
fous and repeated requeits that 
were made me, praying to obtain 
a thorter or lefs difhcult mode of 

roceedings in law ; and the fuper- 
mtendants dppointed in confe- 

wence had no other aim than to 
fee that the laws were put in force, 
and thatthofe who were amenable to 
them fhould pay them proper re- 
gard. 

In regard to many ancient pri- 
vileges, I only wifh to reform, at 
the defire of thofe' concerned, the 
abufes that were become hurtful, 
and which had crept in by the laple 
of time, contrary to the intent of 
their original purpofes, 

Far, then, trom forefecing any 
oppofition, and efpecially one fo 
criminal and bold, [ expected that 
the flates of my provinces in Flan- 
ders would have entered on the 
new regulations with as much ala- 
crity as gratitude; and I ftill am 
Willing, as a kind guardian, and as 
4man who knows how to commife- 
rate the ill-advifed, and who withes 
to forgive, to attribute what has 
yet been done, and what you have 
dared todo, 10 a mifinterpretation 
of my intentions, made and {pread 
abroad by perfons more attached 
to their private intereit than to the 
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general good, and who have ne 
eitate to lofe, 

Be it as it may, it is my pleafure 
that the execution of the new or- 
dinances in queftion fhould remain, 
for the prejent, fufpended; and 
when their royal highneffes, m 
lieutenants and governors-general, 
agreeably tothe intentions which 
I have lately communicated to them, 
fhall be aflembled at Vienna with 
the deputies of the different flates, 
to reprefent before me their grieve 
ances aloud, and to learn my ine 
tentions, which they will sliepe 
tind calculated on the principles of 
the firicteit juftice, and tending 
folely to the benefit of my fub. 
jects, we will then agree on fome 
regulations to be made for the ges 
neral good, according to the eita- 
blifhed law of the nal 

But ii, contrary to every intent, 
this laft token of my goodnefs toe 
wards you fhould be difregarded, 
inafmuch that you fhould retufe to 
come and lay before me your come 
plaints, yourfears, your doubts, and 
to liften to me with confidence, and 
that you continue your (hamefulexe 
ceffes and unpardonable proceedings, 
then you will draw on yourfelves 
all the unhappy conlequeoces which 
mutt refult from them, and which 
I pray God may never come to 
pais. (Signed) Josern, 

(Counter-lipned 
A. G, ps LEDEROR, 





The Emperors Anfwer to the Di pun 
ties from the States of the Belgie 
Provinces, Aug. \§, 1787+ 


My jut difpleafure at what has 
paffed in my Belgic provinces, 18 
not to be appeafed by a flow of 
words only ; it mutt be fuch that 
follow to prove to me the reality 
of thofe fentiments of fidelity and 
attachment, of which you have 
given 
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given me an affurance on the part 
of your con tituents. 

} have given orders to the prince 
de Kaunitz, to communicate to you 
in writing, and for the notice of 
your ftates, the orders which I have 
fent to my government; and the exe- 
cution of which I expeét to be ef- 
fected before entering into any de- 
liberation whatever. 

The welfare of my fubjects is the 
fole objeét of all my proceedings, 
of which you ought to be perfuaded 
by my calling you together in the 
moment when you have been bold 
enough to merit my indignation ; 
and with all the means in my power 
to punifh, Ihave, nevertheleis, re- 
peated the affurance of preferving 
you. 





Ye Emperor’s Orders alluded to in 
the preceding Anfwer, and tranf- 
mitted to the Compte de Murray, 


The Emperor and King, 


Truity and well beloved Comte de 
Murray, my counfellor of ttate, 
licutenant-general of my armies, 
general-commandant, and my 
heltenant-general, and captain 
general, ad interim, of the Low 
Countries. 

You will find by the narrative 
annexed, in what terms | explain- 
ed myfelf to the deputation from 
the ftates of my Belgic provinces 
in the audience which I gave them ; 
and lL iend you this that you may 
know more particularly my inten- 
tions and pleafure on the fubject 
of the indifpentable preliminaries of 
whieh the narrative makes men- 
tion. 

All the proceedings, more or 
Jefs, of which the flares, and a 
part of the-people have heen guil- 
ty, are notorious. Confequcently 
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it is impoffible for me to Yield te 
the fentiments of clemency which I 
am inclined to cherifh, nor to the 
favourable difpolitions which I ma, 
nifefted to the deputation of the 
ftates, until there fhall not remain 
the fmalleit vellige of any part of 
what they have dared to commit ig 
contempt ot the fovercign author. 
ty fince the firit of April of this 
year. 

To this effect it is neceflary, 

1. That in all the provinces of 
the Low Countries every thing 
fhould be reitored to the footing on 
which it flood before the firjt of 
April of this year. 

2. The univerfity and general 
feminary of Louvaine, with all the 
perfons employed and belonging to 
eich, muft be re-eftablifhed in the 
condition in which they food, or 
ought to have ftood, on the {aid 
firft of April; and it mutt be the 
fame with the feiminary of Luxem 
bourg. 

3. The ftates of all the provin- 
ces muft fubmit implicitly to the 
payment of the fubtidies, both 
thofe that are in arrear, and thole 
which are current. 

4. The companies of burgefles, 
their military exercifes, unttorms, 
cockades, and all other marks of 
party f{pirit, as well as all other il- 
legal affociations and meetings, 
fhall be forthwith abolifhed; and 
in defect of troops, each magittrate 
fhall take the moit effectual mea- 
{ures for the fupport of the police 
and of good order. 

s. ‘The convents fupprefled pre- 
vious to the firft of April lait, thall 
remain fuppreffed for ever, and the 
nominations that may have beea 
made fince that period to the vacaat 
abbey fhall be null, and produce 
no efteét in favour of the religious 
perfons fo appointed. 


©. All the perfons in office, 
whom 
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they have prefumed to dif- 
— 4 be reftored; with the 
ion of the intendants and 


exce 
members of the new tribunals: of 
juitice : thefe two topicks being 


of the number of thofe on which 
lam difpofed to liften to my ftates 
and to commune with them. 

-, It is alfo indifpenfable, that 
all which regards the chapters of 
Chanonopes, the religious traterni- 
ties, aod al which refpects. the 
clergy as citizens and fubjects of 
the iiates; and generally, that all 
things fhall be reftored to the con- 
dition, and be made inftantly con- 
formable to the ordinances exiiling 
at the above peried. 

In a word, there muft not re- 
main the finalleft veltige of any 
thing committed contrary to my 
orders and intentions, and fince 
the firit of April of this year. 

My dignity renders all thefe pre- 
liminary re-eftablifiments, abfolute- 
ly indifpenfable. The aflemblies 
of the flates will perceive, I hope, 
the neceflity, and 1 confequently 
flatter myfelf that every one of 
them will immediately and peace- 
ably take place if poffible. 

But if it fhall happen, againft all 
expectation, that any one {hall dare 
to oppofe this refitution, which 
muft be complete and preliminary, 
I authorize you by thefe. prefenis, 
toemploy for this purpofe, all the 
means of authority which I have 
confided in you, and which, but 
with much regret, though I find it 
to be neceflary, I am obliged to 
augment as tar as the occafion fhall 
require, 

As foon as you fhall inform me 
that all the above preliminaries are 
fulfilled, and that every thing is 
rettored to order, I fhall be ready 
toconcert with the affemblies of the 
tates, or their deputies duly au- 
thorized, what will be the beft in 








PAPER & (9:9 


the feveral branches of adminiftra- 
tion, without being contrary to the 
fundamental conftitution of my 
Belgic provinces ; or, on the con- 
trary, I fhall find myfelf under the 


neceflity, for the gencral good, to 
employ all the means which are 


abundantly in my power, and of 
which [ do not defire to make ufe 
from the affection which | yet bear 
for my Belgic people, Stieals 
they have in my eyes been highly 
criminal, 

And in fo far, my trufty and well- 
beloved, may God have you in his 


holy keeping. 
JOSEPH. 
Vienna, 16th Auguft. 





Memorial of the Deputics of the Bel- 
gic Provinces to Prince Kaunitz, 
occafoned by his communicating the 
foregoing Orders to them, 


The deputies of the ftates of the 
Auttrian Belgic provinces, who are 
prottrate at the foot of the throne 
of their auguft fovereign, have feen 
with the molt fenfible grief their 
endeavours and hopes fruttrated in 
not being able to obtain the proofs 
of his paternal tendernefs, and that 
fort of declaration, which, by ter- 
minating the evils and misfortunes 
of this nation, would have raifed 
its gratitude to its highett pitch ; 
inftead of which, my lord, our 
concern is augmented, and our a- 
larms are redoubled, at the know- 
ledge of the orders which his ma- 
jetty has refolved to fend to the 
government general of our provin- 
ces, and which you have deiyned 
to communicate to us, 

The faithful inhabitants of thofe 
provinces, full of confidence in his 
majelty’s paternal bounty, did not 
doubt but he would put the feal of 
approbation to the declarations 
which 
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which we were charged to folicit, 
and thereby renew the public con- 
fidence, without which commerce 
and induftry muft languith, if not 
becume extinct, which will bring 
en a certain inactivity, the bane 
ef wealth. They hoped that a 
fimple and precife declaration, 
tending to preferve all our rights, 
viiges, and privileges which we 
had reafon to expect from his ma- 
jelly, would recover in the minds 
of jorcigners that confidence they 
bave a right to expect from an up- 
night honeit people, living peace- 
ably uod-r the protection of Ks 
wile and ancien conilitution, which 
would have caufed the national cre- 
dit (greatly hust by the fear of a 
new fyftem) to refume its former 
vigour. They alfo hoped, that 
the inhabitants of thofe countries, 
who were ready to torfake their na- 
tive foil by reafon of internal divi- 
fiens, would feek and find an aly- 
hun with them, which the cer- 
tainly w ll not do now, until the 
new tribunals of juilice are irrevo- 
cably fuppreffed, and the fatal in- 
tendencies abolifhed by an exprefs 
declaration. 

In the orders fent to the govern- 
ment every one will fee his majefty 
relaxes in nothing relating to the 
ecclefiaftical affairs, which are fo 
firongly linked With the rights and 
privileges of the other clailes of 
tnizens, that it feems as if it was 
all one interefl, They will fee 
that his majefty, previous to enter- 
ing mto any dehberation whatlo- 
ever, requires the fubfidics to be 
granted and paid, whilit it has al- 
ways been an invariable rule that 
the confeating to the fubfidies was 
dependent upon the exact obferv- 
ance of the privileges and libertics 
of the counry. 

The penetration of your high- 
n fi cannot tate obferve the cruel 
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fenfations which thefe orders wil} 


have on the minds of the Belgig 
people, as well as on thofe of ye 
reigners, asthey mutt appear to be 
only given to tirengthen the new 
diipofitions iffued in the facred 
name of his majeity, and Which 
are the fubject of our juit com. 
plaints. 

We are not ignorant, my lord, 
that his majeity can employ thet 
force which the divine providence 
has but intd his hands; bot wil) 
the goodnefs of his heart permit 
him to ufe means fo contrary to 
the welfare of his fubjetts ? Will 
he dbliver his children to the de. 
ftructive effects of military execy. 
tions, and that only becaufe they 
remain attached to a conititution, 
which, in fupporting the lawful 
power of the lovereign, affects ar 
the fame time the happinefs of the 
people 2? Will the parernal tender. 
nefs of his majefty fuffer him to de- 
itroy his faithtul fubjects, inftead 
ot ruling them by their indigenous 
laws, which have caufed their hap- 
pinets and profperity for fo many 
ages? Can fuch deftructive means 
bs reconciled with the paternal dif- 
poiitions which he has deigned to 
profefs for them, and which their 
inviolable fidelity has rendered them 
fo worthy of 2? Will what his mas 
jefty thinks duc to his offended dig- 
nity be completed, if, to revenge 
it, he gives up his faithful fubjects 
to fo many horrors, thofe fubjects 
who are always ready to fpend 
their wealth and blood in his de- 
fence, and for the glory of the 
country ? 

We are, therefore, bold enough 
to implore your highnefs to deign 
to employ your good ofhees an 
great intcreft in our favour, and to 
inform his majefty of our juil fearsy 
that thereby we may obtain a re- 


peal of thoie orders, or foine abate- 
| ment 
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tof them, Or, at leaft the fuf- 
niion of the departure of the cou- 
rier, that we may have time to give 
notice to our conftituents, that they 
with the zeal that has always 
gnimated them, prepare the people 
for the fad news, and endeavour 
to avoid thofe evils, which, from 
che knowledge we have of the flare 
of things we cannot but expect and 


dread. 
Done at Vienna, Aug. 16, 1787- 
lia of, (Signed) De Cock. 





— 


Declaration of the E-mperor’s Inten- 
tiens to the States of Brabant, by 
bis Excellency the Count de Mur 
ray, Sept. 21, 1787. 

Jofeph compte de Murray, baron 
Melgum, knight of the military 
order of Maria-Therefa, cham- 
berlain and privy-counfellor of 
ftate to his majeity, the emperor, 
and king, colonel-proprietor of a 

iment of infantry int his faid 
majefty’s fervice, commander in 
chicf in the Netherlands, his 
lieutenant-governor, and captain- 
general, ad interim, &c. 


Gentlemen, 


The folemn deputation from the 
provincial ftates appointed to lay at 
the foot of the throne the public 
telimony of the nation’s attachment 
to his majefty’s augutt perfon, and 
the vote of the faid ftares in the laft 
Concentration of the troops, being 
an additional inttance of that fince- 
nty, finally, the declaration of the 
atorefaid ftares concerning the exe- 
cution of the preliminary articles, 
prefcribed by the royal difpatch of 
the 16th of Auguft laft, together 
with the explanatory act of the ift 
initant, which was approved of as 
fatisfaftory to the dignity of the 

fone, ¢mpowers the emperor to 
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follow the dictates of his paternal 
heart. | 

His majefly, in the firft place, 
informed by our report of the fa- 
tisfatiory explanation given by the 
refpective deputies of the provinces 
fucceilively, was gracioufly pleafed, 
in order to calm the alarms of his 


fubjeéts, to fend us his commands, 


that in cafe the declarations of the 
fiates fhould be agrecable to the 
execution of the preliminaries, his 
royal pleafure fhould be fignified, 
which his dignity could not permit 
him before to make known. 

We have the fingula happinef 
to have it now in our power to obey 
his commands: wherefore we here- 
by declare, in the pame of thg 
emperor and king, and in confes 
quence of his orders ; 

iff, That all the conditions, fans 
damental laws, privileges aad frane 
chifes, in fine, the joyous entry, ate, 
and fliall be maintained, and remaia 
untouched conformably to the aéts 
of his majefly’s inauguration, both 
as to the civil and ecclefiaflical or- 
der. 
odly, That the new tribunal of 
juftice, the intendancies and theie 
committees fhall no longer be ful- 
pended, but be, and are entirely 
{upprefied; his majefty, by his 
parental fondnefs, and his juftice, 
being induced to give up this point, 
as well as thofe which had been re- 
gulated by two diplomas, iffued 
out the 1{t of January laft concern- 
ing the adminiflrations, the pro- 
vincial flates, and the intermediary 
committee, or deputation from thé 
{aid ftutes. 
3dly, This tribunal, fuperior and 
inferior jurifdi@ions of the towns, 
and of the flut country, in fine, the 
order aud adminiftrations of juftice, 
the ftatcs and their deputics, as 
well as the refpective adminiftra- 
tions of the towns and of the flat 
coune 





country, thall henceforth remain on 
the former’ footing, fo that there 
will be no further mention made of 
the new form which had been talk- 
ed of to be introduced in the differ- 
ent branches of public admini- 
tration, in regard to which the 
two diplomas of the :{t of Janu- 
ary, 1787, are entirely at an 
end: wherefore the dignities of 
grand bailiffs and civil governors 
fhall continue in full force; and 
the fupport of the ftates requires 
that the fame fhould be underilood 
of thofe abbeys whofe abbots are 
members of the faid fiates, and the 
Jatter fhall be provided with abbots 
according to the joyous entry and 
the conilitutions. 

Lafily, in regard to redrefling 
any infraction of the joyous entry, 
conferences fhall be held with the 
ftates according to their requifition, 
their propofals on that head fhall 
scm: ey | be attended to, and 
his majefty {hall difpofe thereof ac- 
tording to equity, juflice, and the 
fundamental laws of the province. 
Whereupon, gentlemen, I pray 
God to have you in his holy keep- 
ins. 

Given at Bruffels, September 21, 
1787. 


Signed Murray. 


By command of De Revi 
his excellency ; 





Letter written by the Order of the 
Emperor, to the Council of Bra- 
bant, by the Count de Trauttmanf- 
dor ff, the new Imperial Minifter at 
Bruffels. 


PAPERS, 
* FERDINAND, &c, 


_ *€ Gentlemen, For vour informa. 
tion and initruction we fend you 
the annexed copy of a difpatch 
which we this day addrefs to the 
council of Brabant. 


és TRAUTTMANSporfFr, 
*¢ Bruffels, Dec. 135 1787. 


** Counterfigned by order of 
his excellency, 
“Lc, VANDEVELp,” 
FERDINAND, &c. 


Gentlemen, It is with the Treat. 
eft furprife that we faw a printed 
letter in circulation addrefled to you 
on the 3d inftant by the ftates of 
Brabant, at the rifing of their af. 
fembly, to thank you for the affit- 
ance you had given them for the 
prefervation of the fundamental 
laws and privileges of Brabant, in 
which work your wifdom had faci- 
litated their proceedings, by means 
of the conferences which they had 
held with commiflioners from your 
body; the ftates inviting you at 
the fame time to maintain in future 
the fame underftanding with them 
on every point in any wife relating 
to the public good, and particularly 
to the prefervation of privileges; 
and requiring you, with a view of 
making this common agreement 
more certain and advantageous, 
firmly to refolve that no edict or 
inftrument of government, having 
any relation whatever to the joyful 
entry *, which may be fent to the 
council or chancery of Brabant, 
fhall be publifhed or carried into 
execution, without the knowledge 
and advice of the ftates or their 
deputies, who will deliberate upon 
them with fuch of their colleagues 


* The Yeyful Entry is a charter of liberty confirmed to the fubje&s of Brabant, by 
one of their fovereigns ; and it is called by that name, becaufe the charter was grant 
ed by the prince on the occafion of his making an entry into his capital, to the great 
joy of his people. The charter began with the words, “ The ‘Yoyful Entry.” 
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as may be prefent, and requiring 
gu finally, in order that their 
shes on this head may be fulfilled, 
to take fuch further meafures (and 
to communicate them to the ftates) 
as your wonted wifdom may iug- 
a dwelling upon the in- 
decency with which the {tates ex- 

fs, in this letter, the little confi- 
ms they have in the folemn and 
repeated promifes made by his ma- 
jelly co maintain their contlitution, 
and which he is moft firmly refolv- 
edto maintain in all its parts, we 
declare to you that his majetty will 
never fuffer any encroachment 
whatever upon his fovercign rights, 
ander the fpecious pretext of pn- 
vileges ; and after that, we cannot 
refrain from reminding you mott 
ferioufly, that though your oath of 
office for maintaining the joy/ul ev- 
ry has been taken to and before 
the flates, you are not, for all that, 
in any refpeét their officers, or au- 
thorifed by that oath to have the 
leat connection with them, with- 
out the knowledge and confent of 
the emperor, your only malier, of 
whom alone you are officers, both 
by the places you fill, and the oath 
you have taken; for which reafon, 
we molt expretly forbid you, by 
thefe prefents, to hold any connec- 
tion, relation, correfpondence, or 
Keep up any underftanding what- 
ever on public affairs, either in a 
body or by commiffioners, with the 
fates or their deputies, without the 
previous knowledge or exprefs com- 
mand of his majefty or his repre- 
fentative, 

It being our intention, that if in 
any edi, ordinance, or inftrument, 
that government may fend you, 
You find any thing which to you 
may appear contrary to the joyful 
entry, you confine yourfelves barely 
t make a reprefentation of it to 


a 
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government, whofe bufinefs it will 
then be to judge, whether the na- 
ture of the cafe is fuch, that the 
{tates ought to be heard upon it, 
We alfo itrictly forbid you to re- 
turn the flates any anfwer to the 
letter in queftion; and we com- 
mand you, in cafe you fhould have 
already anfwered it, or come to 
any refolution upon the fubje& 
matter of it, to fend us immedi- 
ately a copy of it, 
TRAUTTMANSDORFF, 
Counterfigned, by order of his 
excellency, 
L.C., VANDEVELD.” 
Bruffels, Dec. 13, 1787. 





Circular Letter tranfmitted by the 
United States of America, in Con- 
gress affembled, to the Governors of 
the r efp echive States. 

New-York, April 17. 
S1rR, 

Our fecretary for foreign affairs 
has tranfmitted to you copies of a 
letter to him from our minifter at 
the court of London, of the qth 
day of March, 1786, and of the 
papers mentioned to have been en- 
clofed in it. 

We have deliberately and dif- 
pafhonately examined and confider- 
ed the feveral facts and matters 
urged by Britain as infractions of 
the treaty of peace on the part of 
America, and we regret that in 
fome of the ftates too little atten- 
tion appears to have been paid to 
the public faith pledged by thae 
treaty. 

Not only the obvious dictates of 
religion, morality, and national ho- 
nour, but alfo the firft principles of 
good policy, demand a candid and 
punctual compliance with engage- 
ments conititutionally and fitly 
made, 


Our 
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Cur national conftitution having 
committed to us the management 
ef our national concerns with - fo- 
reign ftates and powers, it is our 
duty to take care that all the rights 
which they ought to enjoy within 
our jurifdition by the laws of na- 
tious and the faith of treaties, re- 
main inviolate. And it is alfo our 
duty to provide that the effential 
interefts and peace of the whole 
confederacy, be not impaired or 
endangered by deviations from the 

” “Sy & . : 
line of public faith, into which any 
of its members may, from what- 
ever caufe, be unadvifedly drawn. 

Let it be remembered that the 
Thirteen Independent Sovereign 
States have, by exprefs delegation 
or power, formed and vefted in us 
a general, though limited fovereign- 
ty, for national purpofes fpecitied 
in the confederation. In this fo- 
vercignty they cannot feverally 
participate (except by their dele- 
gates) nor with it have concurrent 
jurifdidiion ; for the ninth article 
of the confedetation molt exprefly 
conveys to us the fole and exclufive 
right and power of determining on 
aver and peace, and of entering into 
treaties and alliances, &c. 

When, therefore, a treaty is con- 
ftitutionally made, ratified, and pub- 
lifhed by us, it immediately be- 
comes binding on the whole nation, 
and fuperadded to the laws of the 
land, without the intervention ‘or 
fiat of flate Jeviflatures. Treaties 
derive their obligation from being 
compacts between the fovereign of 
this, and the fovereign of another 
nation; whereas laws or ftatutes 
derive their force from being adts 
of a legiflature competent to the 
paffing of them. Hence is is clear 
that treatics muft be implicitly re- 
ceived and obferved by every mem- 
ber of the nation ; for as {tate le- 
gillatures are not competent to the 
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making of fuch compaéts or treq. 
ties, fo neither are they competent 
in that capacity, authoritatively to 
decide on, or afcertain the conftruce 
tion and fenfe of them. When 
doubts atife refpecting the conftruc. 
tion of flate laws, it is not unufual 
or improper for the ftate legiflatures 
by explanatory or declaratory ats 
to remove thofe doubts: but the 
cafe between laws and compacts of 
treailes, is in this widely different; 
for when doubts arife re{pecting the 
fenfe and meaning of a treaty, they 
are fo far from being cognizable b 
a ftate legiflature, that the United 
States in congrefs affembled have 
no authority to fettle and determine 
them ; for as the legiflature only, 
which conflitutionally paffes a law, 
has power to revife and amend its 
fo the fuvereign only, who are par: 
ties to the treaties, have power b 
mutual confent and pofterior artt. 
cles to correct or explain it. 

In cafes between individuals, alf 
doubts refpecting the meaning of a 
law, are in the firft inftance mere 
judicial queftions, and are to be 
heard and decided in the courts of 
juttice, having cognizance of the 
caufis in which they arife, and 
whofe duty it is to determine thent 
according to the rules and maxims 
ettablifhed by the laws of nations 
for the interpretation of treaties. 
From thefe principles it follows of 
neceffary confequence that no indie 
vidual ftate has a right by legitla- 
tive acts to decide and point out the 
fenfe in which their particular citi- 
zens and courts fhall underftand 
this or that article of a treaty. 

It is evident that a contrary doc- 
trine would not only militate a 
gainft the common and eftablifed 
maxims and ideas relative to this 
fubjeét, but would prove. no lefs 
ludicrous in practice than it is 1Ta-, 
tional in theory ; for in that “~~ 
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fane article of the fame treaty 
t by law be made to mean one 


in New Hampfhire, another 


te 


ane ‘n New-York, and neither 
the one nor the other of them in 
Georgia» 


How far fuch legiflative acts 
would be valid and obligatory even 
within the limits of the ftate patling 
them, is a quellion which we hope 
never to have oceafion to difcuf-. 
Certain however it is, that fuch acts 
cannot bind either of the contracting 
fovercigne, and confequently can- 
not be obligatory on their refpective 
narions. 

But if treaties, and every article 
inthem, be (as they are and ought 
to be) binding on the whole nation ; 
if individual it.t:s have no right to 

fome articles and rejeét o- 
thers; and if the impropriety of 
fete adts to interpret and decide the 
fen’e and conftruction of them, be 
apparent ; {till more manifeft mutt 
be the impropriety of ftate acts to 
conroul, delay, or modify the 
operation and execution of thefe 
national compacts. 

When it is confidered, that the 
feveral flates.affembled by their de- 
legates in Congrefs, have exprefs 
power to form treaties, treaties fo 
formed are not afterwards to be 
fubjert to fuch alterations as this or 
that legiflature may think expedient 
to make, and that too without the 
confent of either of the parties to it, 
that is in the prefent cafe without the 
confent of all the United States, who 
collecavely are parties to this treaty 
On the one fide, and his Britannick 
majefty on the other. Were the 
legeflaruses to poftlefs and to exercife 
weh power, we fhould foon be in- 
volved, a8 a nation, in anarchy and 
confuhon at home, and in difputes, 
which would probably terminate in 
bollilities and war with the nations 
with whom, we may have termed 

1757. 
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treaties. Inftances would then be 
frequent of treaties fully executed 
in one ftate, and only partly exes 
cuted in another; and of the fame 
article being executed in one mane 
ner in one ftate, and in a different 
manner, or not at all, in another 
ftate. Hittory furnithes no prece- 
dent of fuch liberties taken with 
treatics under form of law in any 
nation. 

Contr.éts between nations, like 
contracts between individuals, fhould 
be taithfully executed, even though 
the fword in the one cafe, and the 
law in the other, did not compel it. 
Honeft nations, like honeft men, 
require no reftraint to do juftice; 
and though impunity and the necef 
lity of affairs may fometimes afford 
temptations to pare down contracts 
tu the meafure of convenience, yet 
it is never done but at the expence 
of that efteem, and ¢ nfidence, and 
credit, which are of infinitely more 
worth than all the momentary ade 
vantages which fuch expedients can 
extort. 

But although contrating nations 
cannot, like individuals, avail theme 
felves of courts of juftice to compel 
performance of contracts; yet an 
appeal to heaven and to arms is al 
ways in their power, and often in 
their tnclination, 

But it is their duty to take care 
that they never lead their people to 
make and fupport fuch appeals, uns 
lefs the fincerity and propriety of 
their conduct affords them good reas 
fon to rely with confidence on the 
jultice and protection of Heaven, 

Thus much we think it ufeful to 
obferve in order toexplain the prine 
ciples on which «we have unanie 
moufly come to the following refoe 
lutions, viz. 

“ Refolved, That the legiflatures 
of the feveral itates cannot of right 
pais any act or acts for interpreting, 

(G) explains 
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explaining, or confifuing a national 


treaty, or any part or claufe of it; 
moon = reftraining, liffiting, or in 
any manacr impeding, retarding or 
counteracting the operation and exe- 
cution of the fame; for, on be- 
ing conftitutionally made, ratified 
and publifhed, they become, in vir- 
tue of the confederation, part of the 
law of the land, and are not only 
independent of the will and power 
of fuch legiflatures, but alfo bind- 
ing and obligatory on them.” 

As the treaty of peace, fo far as 
it refpects the maticrs and things 

rovided for in it, is a haw to the 
ft ited States which cannot by all or 
any of them be altered or changed, 
ali fate acts eftablithing provilions 
relative to the fame objects which 
are incompatible with it, mat in 
every point of view ‘be improper ; 
fuech acts do neverthelels exift y but 
we do not think it neceflary either 
to enumerate them particularly, or 
to make them feverally the fubjects 
of dilcuffion, It appears to us ful- 
ficient to obferve and infit that the 
treaty ought to have tree courfe in 
KS operation and execution, and 
that all obftacles interpofed by {tate 
acts be removed, We mean to act 
with the mo fcrupulous regard to 
juftice and candour towards Great 
Britain, and with an equal degree of 
delicacy, moderation, and decifion, 
towards the flates which have given 
occafion to thefe difcutlions, 

For thefe reafons we have in ge- 
neralterms, ‘* Refolved, That all 
fuch acts, or parts of acts as may be 
now exifting in any of the flates, 
repugnant to the treaty of peace, 
ought to be forthwith repealed ; as 
well to prevent their continuing to 
be regarded as violaions of that 
treaty, as to avoid the difagreeab'é 
neceflity there might otherwife be of 
railing and difcutling queft oastouch- 
ing their validity at obligation.” 
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Although this refolution appt: 
firictly only to fuch of the Ped 
have = pay the exceptionable acts 
alluded to, yet, to obviate all future 
difputes and queftions, as weil as 1 
remove thofe which now exit, ye 
think it beft that every flate without 
exception, fhould pafs a law on the 
fubject. We have theretore “ re. 
fulved, That it be recoinmended to 
the feveral flates, to make {uch re. 
peal, rather by defcribing and re 
citing the fuid acts; and for tha 
purpofe to pafs an act, declaring jp 
general terms, that all {uch aéts and 
parts of acts, repugnant tothe treat 
of pence between the United States 
and his Britannick majeity, or any 
article thereof, thall be, and there. 
by are repealed; and that the courts 
of law and equity in all cafes and 
quettions cognizable by them refpec« 
tively, and arifing from or touching 
the faid treaty, fhabl decide and 
adjudge according to the true intent 
and meaning ot the fame; any thing 
in the faid acts, or parts of ads, to 
the contrary thereof notwithftand- 
ing.” 

‘Such laws would amfwer every 
purpofe, and be eafily formed. The 
more they were of the like tenor 
throughout the flates the better; 
they might each recite : 

Vhereas certain laws and flatutes 
made and pafied in fome of the Unie 
ed States, are regarded and com- 
plained of as repugnant to the treaty 
of peace with Great Britain, by 
realon whereof not only the good 
faith of the United States pledged 
by that treaty, has been drawn 
into queftion, but their effential 
intereils under that treaty greatly 
affected: And whereas julice (0 
Great Britain, as well as regard to 
the honour and intereft of the United 
States, require that the faid treaty 
be faithfully executed, and that all 
obftacles thereto, and particoey 
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may be conftrued to 
fach 98 fio Ae of this {tate, 
efe@ually removed : therefore, 

Be it enacted by and 
itis hereby enacted by the authority 
of the fame, thar fuch of the acts or 

of adts of the legiflature = 

i as are repugnant to the 
a of ¢ etree the United 
Stes and his Britannick majefty, 
or any article thereof, fhall be, and 
hereby are repealed. And further, 
chat the courts of law and equity 
within this ftate be, and they hereby 
are direéted and required in all 
cavfes and queftions cognizable by 
them refpectively, and arifing from 
ot touching the faid treaty, to de- 
cide and adjudge according to the 
tenor, true intent and meaning of 
the fame, any thing in the faid acts 
ot partsof a¢is, to the contrary there- 
of in any wife notwithftanding. 

Such a general law, would, we 
think, be preferable to one that 
fhould minutely enumerate the acts 
and claufes intended to be repealed; 
becaufe omiffions might accidentally 
be made in the enumeration, or 
queftion might arife, and perhaps 
not be fatisfactorily determined, re- 
fpecling particular acts or claufes, 
about which contrary epinions may 
be entertained. By repealing in 
general terms all acts and claufes 
repugnant tothe treaty, the bufinefs 
will be turned over to its proper de- 
partments, viz, the judicial; and 
the courts of law will find no diffi- 
culty in deciding whether any par- 
Uicular act or claufe is or is not con- 
trary tothe treaty. Befides, when 
t 8 confidered that the judges in 
general are men of character and 
learning, feel, as well as know 
the obligations of office, and the 
value of reputation, there is no 
feafon to doubt that their conduct 
and judgment relative to thefe, as 
well as other judicial matters, will 
be wife and upright. 





Be pleafed, fir, to lay this letter 
before the legiflature of your flute 
withoutdelay. We flatrer ourfelvés 
they will concur with us ih opinion 
that candor and juttice ate as necef- 
fary to true policy as they are tp 
found morality, and that the mo 
honourable way of delivering otr- 
felves from the embarraflment of 
mittakes, is fairly to correét and 
amend them. It certainly is time 
that all doubts refpecting the pub- 
lic fiith be removed, and that all 
queflions and differences between 
us and Great Britain be amicably 
and finally fettled. ‘The ftates are 
informed of the reafons why his 
Britannick majetty {till continues to 
occupy the frontier pofts, whi.h by 
the treaty he agreed toevacuate; and 
we have the ftrongeft affurances that 
an exact compliance with the treaty 
on our part fhail be followed by a 
punctual performance of it on the 
part of Great Britain. 

It is important that the feveral 
legiflarures fhould, as foon as poffi- 
ble, take thefe matters into confider- 
ation; and we requeft the favour 
of you to tranfinit to us an authen- 
ticated copy of fuch ats, and pre 
ceedings of the legiflature of your 
ftate, 28 may take place on the fube 
ject, and in purfuance of this letter, 

By order of Congrefs, 
(Signed) ARTHUR St. CLAIR 
Prefident, 





Plan of a new Conftitution of the 
United States of America, agreed 
upon at a Convention held at New 


York. 
New York, Sept. 21 


In Convention, Sept. 17, 1787. 


Sir 
We heave now the honour to fub- 
mit to the confideration of the United 
(G 2) States, 
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States, in Congrefs afflembled, that 
conflitution which has appeared to 
us the mott advifeable. : 

The friends of our country have 
long feen and defired, that the 

rof making war, peace, and 
treaties, that of levying money, and 
regulating commerce, end the cor- 
ore executive and judicial 
authorities, fhould be fully and et- 
fedtually vefted in the general go- 
vernment of the union ; but the 
impropriety of delegating fuch ex- 
tenfive truft to one body of men is 
evident. Hence refults the necef- 
fity of a different organization. 

It is obvioufly impracticable in 
the federal government of thefe 
flates, to fecure all rights of inde. 
pendent fovereignty to each, and 
yet provide for the intereft and fife- 
ty ofall, Individuals, entering into 
a fociety, muft give up a fhare of 
liberty to preferve the reft. The 
magnitude of the facrifice mutt de- 
pend as well on fituation and cir- 
cumftance, as on the object to be 
obtained. It is at all times difficult 
to draw with precifion the line be- 
tween thofe rights that muft be fur- 
rendered, and thofe which may be 
referved ; and, on the prefent oc- 
cafion, this difficulty was increated 
by a difference among the feveral 
flates, as to their fituation, extenr, 
habits, and particular interetts. 

In all our deliberations on this 
fubjeét, we kept fteadily in our view 
that which appears to us the greatett 
intereft of every true American—~ 
the confolidation of our union, in 
whiéh is involved our profperity, fe- 
licity, fafety, perhaps our national 
exiftence. ‘This important confidera- 
tion, feriouily and deeply impredffed 
on our minds, led each {late in the 
convention to be lefs rigid on points 
of inferior magnitude than might 
have been otherwife expected ; and 
thus the conftitution, which we now 
prejent, is the refuls of a fpirie of 
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amity, and of that mutual d. fere 

and conceflion which the Peculiarig 

of our political fituation 

. ‘sf : . 

indifpentable. —= 
‘That it will meet the full and 

entire approbation of every flate is 


not perhaps to be expected: 
each will doubrlefs confider re 
had her intereiis been alone confult. 
ed, the confequences might have 
been particularly difagreeable or ins 
jurious to others; that it is liable 
to as few exceptions as could rea 
fonably have been expected, we 
hope and believe ; and that it ma 
promote the lafting welfare of that 
country, fo dear to us all, and fe. 
cure her freedom and happiness, is 
our mott ardent with. 
With great refpedt, 
We have the honour tobe, 
SIR, 
Your Excellency’s mot 
Obedient and humble fervants, 
Gecrot Wasuincron, Prefident, 


Py unanimous order of the Convention 

[To his E xeellency te Prefident of 

Congrefi. | 

WE, the people of the United 
States, in order to form a more 
nerfcct union, effablith juflice, in 
fure domettic tranquillity, provide 
tor the common detence, promote 
the general welfare, and tecure the 
bleflings of liberty to ourfelves and 
our pofterity, do ordain and efta- 
blifly this conftitution for the United 
States of America. 

ARTICLE I. 

Sect. 1. 
herein granted flrall be vefted in a 
congrefs of the United States; which 
fall contift of « fenate and-houfe of 
reprefentatives. 

Sect. 2. The houfe of reprefen- 


tatives fhall be compofed of mem- 
bers chofen, every fecond year, bv 
the people of the feveral itates; and 
the electors in each flate fhall have 


the qualifications requilite for elec: 
tors 


All legiflative powers - 
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tors of the moft numerous branch 


flare legiflarure. 

a my fhell be a reprefenta- 
tive Ca fhall not have attained to 
the age of twenty-five years, and 
heen feven years a citizen of the 
United States, and who thal not 
when elected be an inhabitant of 
shat fate in which he fhall be cho- 
wRepretenrtives and direct taxes 
full be apportioned among the fe- 
veral dates which may be included 
within this union, according to their 
ive numbers, which fhall be’ 
determined by'adding to the whole 
number of free perfons, including 
thofe bound to fervice for a term of 
years, and excluding Indians not 
taxed, three-fifths of all perfons. 
The a@ual enumeration fhall be 
made within three years after the 
firit meeting of the congrefs of the 
United States, and within every 
fublequent term of ten years, in 
fueh manner as they fhall by law 
direét. The number of reprefenta- 
tives fall not exceed one for every 
thirty thoufand, but each ftate flyall 
have at leaft one reprefentative ; 
ad until fuch enumeration fhall be 
made, the flare of New Hampfhire 
thal be eniitled to chufe three, 
Maflachufetts cight, Rhode Ifland 
aud Providence Plantations one, 
Connecticut five, New York fix, 
New Jeriey four, Pennfylwania 
tight, Delaware one, Maryland 11x, 
Virginia ten, North Carolina five, 
res Carolina five, and Georgia 
When vacancies happen to the 
reprefentation from any ftate, the 
Sxecutive authority thereof fhall 
. ge of election to fill fuch va- 
= a of reprefentatives fhall 
> their tpeaker and other offi- 


$5 and fhall have the fole power 
iMpeachment. 4 
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Sef. 3. The fenate of the Unit- 
ed States fha!l be compofed of two 
fenators from each ftate, chofen by 
the legitlature thereof, for fix years ; 
and each fenator fhall have one 
vote. 

Immediately after they thall be 
aflembled in confequence of the 
firft election, they fhall be divided, 
as nearly as may be, into three 
claties. The feats of the fenators 
of the firft clafs fall be vacated at 
the expiration of the fecond year ; 
of the fecond clafs, at the expiration 
of the fourth year; and of the third 
clafs, at the expiration of the fixth 
year; fo that one-third may be 
chofen every fecond year; and if 
vacancies happen by refignation, or 
otherwife, during the recefs of the 
legiflature of any ftate, the execue 
tive thereof may make temporary 
appointments unt] the next meeting 
ot the legiflature which fhall the’ 
fill tuch vacancies. 

No perion thall be a fenator who- 
frall not have attained to the age 
of thirty years, and been nine years 
a citizen of the United States, and 
who fhall not, when eleéted, be an 
inhabicant of that tlate for which he’ 
fliall be chofen. 

The vice-prefident of the United 
States fhall be prefident of the fe- 
nate; bur fhall have no vote, un- 
lefs they be equally divided. 

The fenate fhall chufe their other 
officers, and ulfo a prefident pro 
tempore, in the abfence of the vice 
prefident, or when he fhall exercife 


, the office of prefident of the United 


Srates. 

The fenate fall have the fole 
power to try all impeachments, 
When fitting for that purpofe, they 
fhall be on oath or aftirmation. 
When the prefident of the United 
States is tried, the chief juftice fhall 
prefide; and no perfon fhall be con- 
victed without the concurrence of 
(G 3) two 
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two-thirds of the members prefenr. 
. Jud emeot in cafes of tmpeach- 
ment Lnot extend further than 
to removal from office, and di qua- 
lification, to hold and enjoy any 
office of honour, trufl, or profit, 
under the United S:ates ; but the 

wty convicted fhall nevertheleds 
Pe liable and fubject w indictment, 
trial, judgement, and punidhment, 
according to law. 

Sect, 4. The times, places, and 
mapner of holding elections tor te- 
nators and reprefeatarives, thall be 
preferibed in each flate by the le- 
giflature thereof ; bat the congrefs 
may at any time by law make or 
alter fuch regulations, except as to 
the places of chuting Senators. 

The congrefs fhall affemble at 
leaft once in every year; and fuch 
mecting fhall be on the firt Monday 
in December, unlefs they thall by 
Law appoint a different day. 

Sect. 5. Each houfe fhall be the 
judge ot the elections, returns, and 
qualifications of its own members, 
and a majority of each hall coniii- 
tute a quorum to do bufinefs ; but 
a {maller number may adjourn from 
day to day, and may be authoriled 
to compel the attendance of abfent 
members, in fuch manner, and un- 
der fuch penalties, as each houfe 
is ag ney 

tach houfe may determine the 
rules of its proceedings, punihh its 
members for diforderly behaviour, 
and, with the concurrence of two 
thirds, expel a member, 

Each houfe fhall keep a journal 
of its proceedings, and from time 
to.time publifh the fame, excepting 
fuch parts as may in their judge- 
ment require fecrecy ; and the yeas 
and nays of the members of either 
houfe on any queftion flail, at the 
defire of, one-fitth of thc te prefent, 
be ent red on the journal. 

Neither houfe, during the feffion 
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of congrefs, fhall, without the com 
fent of the other, adjourn fo; tee 
thao three days, DOr tO any other 
place than that in which the rad 
houfes fall be fitting, } 

Sect. 6. The fenstors and repie- 
fentatives fhall receive a compenfa. 
tion for their fervices, to be afer 
tained by law, and paid out of the 
treafury of the United States, They 
{hall in all cales, except treafon, 
felony, and breach of the ce, 
be privileged trom arret ving 
ther attendance at the fellion of 
their refpective houfes, and in going 
to and retuining from the fame; 
and for any f{peech or debate in ei. 
ther houfe, they thall not be quef. 
tioned in any other place. 

No fenator or reprefentative thall, 
during the time for which he was 
elected, be appointed to any civil 
office under the authority of the 
United States, which thall have 
been created, or the emolument 
whereof fliall have been increafed 
during fuch time; and no perfon, 
halding any office under the United 
States, fhall be a member of either 
houfe during his continuance ia 
office. 

Sect, 7. All bills for railing ree 
venue fhall originate in the houf 
of reprefentatives ; but the fenate 
may propofe or concur with amends 
ments, as on other bills. 

Every bill which fhall have paffed 
the houfe of reprefentatives and the 
fenate fhall, before it become a law, 
be prefented to the prefident of the 
United States: if he approve, be 
fhall fign i; burt, if not, he thal 
return it with his objections to that 
houfe in which it fha!l have origi 
ated, who fhall enter the objections 
at large on their journal, and pro 
ceed to reconfider it. If, alter fuch 
recon fideration, two-thirds of that 
houfe fhall agree to pals a 

ogether wit 
fhall be fent, toge veblions 
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it fhall _— be as 
if approved by two-thirds o 
pores fhall become a law. 
But in all fuch cafes the votes of 
both houfes thall be determined by 
and nays; and the names of 
the perfons voting for and againtt 
the bill thail be entered on the jour- 
nai of each houfe refpectively. if 
any bill fhall not bereturned by the 
prefident within ten ‘days (Sundays 
excepted) after it fhall have been 
ted to bim, the fame fhail 
be a law, in like manner as if he 
had figued it, unlefs the congrefs 
by their adjournment prevent its re- 
turn, in which cafe it {hall not be a 
¥. 
- Sa order, refolution, or vote, 
to which the concurrence of the fe- 
pate and houfe of reprefentatives 
may be neceflary (except on a quef- 
tion of adjournment), fhall be pre- 
fented to the prefident of the United 
States; and, before the fame fhall 
take effect, thall be ns ere by him, 
ot, being difapproved by him, fhall 
be re-pafled by two thirds of the fe- 
nae and houfe of reprefentatives, 
according to the rules and limita- 
tions preieribed in the cafe ofa bill. 

» 8. The congrefs fhall have 
power to lay and co nie * taxes, dur 
ties, 1 s, and excifes, to pa 
the ibeen provide for the nad 
mon defence and general welfare of 
the United States; but all duties, 
impofts, and excifes, fhall be uni- 
form throughout the United States, 

_To borrow money on the credit 
ot the United States, 

To regulate commerce with for 
reign nations, and among the feve- 
ral ftates, and with the Indian 
tribes, 

To eftablihh an uniform rule of 
naturalization, and uniform laws on 
the fubjeAsof bankruptcies, through- 
@ut the United States, 


jeftions, to the other houfe, by 
which | 
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: ; 

To coin money, regulate the va 
lue thereof and of fore coin, and 
fix the ftandard of weights and mea- 
fures, 

To provide for the punithment of 
counterfeiting the fecurities and 
current coin of the United States. 

To eftablihh pott-offices and poft. 
roads, | 

To promotethe progrefs of {eience 
and ufetul arts, by fecuring for li- 
mited times to authors and inventors 
the exclufive right to their refpees 
tive writings anddifcoveries. , 

To conftiture tribunals inferior to 
the fupreme court, 

To define and punifh piracies and 
felonies committed on the high feas, 
and offences again ft the law of nations. 

To declare war, grant letters of 
marque and reprifal, and make 
rules concerning captures on land 
and water, , 

To raife and fupport armies ; 
but no appropriation of money to 
that ufe fhall be for a louger term 
than two years, 

To provide and maintain anavy, 

To make rules for the govern- 
ment and regulation of the land and 
naval forces, 

To provide for calling forth the 
militia, to execute the laws of the 
union, fupprefs infurrections, and 
repel invafions, 

To provide for organizing, arm- 
ing, and difciplining the militia, 
and for governing fuch part of them 
as may be employed in the fervice 
of the United States ; referving to 
the ftates refpectively the appoint- 

ment of the officers, and the autho- 
rity of training the militia, accord. 
ing to the difcipline preferibed by 
congrefs, 

To exercife exclufive legiflation, 
in all cafes wha:foever, over fuch 
diftri& (not exceeding ten miles 
fquare), as may, by ceffien of par- 
ticular ftates, and the acceptance of 

(G 4) congrefs, 
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congrefs, become the feat of thé go- 
yernment of the United States; and 
to exercife like authority over all 

urchafed by the confent cf 
the legiflature of the flate, in-which 
the fame ‘fhall be, for the erection 
of forts; maguzines, arfenals, dock- 
yowe and other needful buildings. 

n 


To make all laws’ which fhall be 
neceflary and proper for carrying 
jntoexecution the toregoing powers, 
and-all other powers vefted by this 
conftitution in the government of 
the United States, or in any depart- 
ment or office thereof, 

Sect. g. The migration or im- 
portation of fuch perfons as any of 
the flates now exiiting fhall think 
pre er to admit, fhall not be pro- 
vibited by the congrefs, prior to 
the year one thoufand eight hun- 
dred and eight; but a tux or duty 
may be impofed on fuch wmporta- 
tion, not exceeding ten dollars tor 
each perfon, 

The privilege of the writ of ha- 
beas corpus fhall not be fufpended, 
unlefs when, incafes of rebellion or 
invafion, the public fafery may re- 
quire it. 

No bill of attainder, or ex /o/ 
Jacie law, thall be pafled. 

No capitation, or other direct tax, 
fhall be Juid, unlef§ in proportion 
to the cenfus, or enumeration here- 
in before directed to be taken. 

No tax or duty fhall be laid on 
articles exported from any fkate. 
No preference fhall be given, by 
any regulation of commerce or 
revenue, to the ports of one flate 
over thofe of another; nor fhall 
veffvls bound to or from one flate be 
obliged to enter, clear, or pay du- 
tics, in another, 

No money fhall be drawn from 
the treafury, but in confequence of 
appropriations made by law; and 
a regular flatement and account of 
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the receipts and expenditures of at 
public money fhall be publithed 
from time to time, 

No title of nobility fhall be grants 
ed by the United States: ang no 
perfon holding any office of profit 
or truit under them fhail, wichoyy 
the confent of the congrefs, accept 
of any prefen’, emolument, office 
or tile, of any kind whatever, trem 
any king, prince, or foreign fiare, 

Sed. 10. No ftate hall enrer into 
any treaty, alliance, or confedera. 
tion: yrant letters of marjue and 
reprifal ; coin money ; emit bills of 
credit; make any thing, but gold 
and filver cuin, a tender in pays 
ment of debis ; pafs any bill of at. 
tainder, ex poft facto \aw, or law 
impairing the obligation of contracts, 
or grant any title of nobility. 

No ftate fhall, without the con 
fent of the congreis, lay any im 
pofts or duties on imports or exe 
ports, except what may be abfo- 
lutely necefiary for executing is 
infpection laws ; and the net pro. 
ducc.of all duties and impotts, laid 
by any {late on imports or exports, 
fhall be for the ufe of the Treafury 
of the United S:ates; and all fuch 
laws fhall be fubjeét to the revition 
and controul of the congrefs, No 
itate fhall, without the confent of 
corgrefs, lay any duty of tonnage, 
kecp troops or thips of war in time 
of peace, enter into any agreement 
or compact with another tate, of 
with a foreign power, or engage in 
war; unlefs actually invaded, or ia 
fuch imminent danger as will pot 
admit of delay. 

ARTICLE IHU. 

Sc&t. 1. The executive power 
fhall be vefted in a prefident of the 
United States of America. He fhuall 
hold his office during the term of 
four years; and, together with the 
vice-prefident, chofen for the fame 


tcym, be elected as follows: cat 
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Fach ftate thal! appoint, _ — 
as the leyiflature thereo 
geet number of electors, 
or oad ber of fena- 
equal to the whole number of fet 
rors and reprefentatives to which 
he fate may be entitled in the con- 
; but no one or ss 
‘« of perfon holding an office 
yp ml profit under the United 
States, thall be appointed an eleétur. 
The electors {hall meet in their 
refpective flates, and vote by ballot 
for two perfons, of whom one at 
leat hall not be an inhabitant of 
the fame {tate with themiel ves. 
And they (hall make a hit of all the 
s voted for, and of the num- 
r of votes for each ; which wer 
they (hall fiyn and cerufy, an 
lat fealed ro the fest of the go- 
veryment of the | nited Srates, di- 
rected to the prefident of the fenate. 
The prefident of the fenate fhall, in 
the prefence of the fenate and houle 
of reprefentatives, open all the cere 
tificares, and the votes {hall then be 
couned. The perfon having the 
eeft number of votes fhall be the 
prefident, if fach number be a ma- 
jority of the whole number of elcc- 
tors appointed; and, if there be 
more than one who have tuch ma- 
jority, and have an equal number 
of votes, then the houie of repre- 
fentatives fhall immediately choofe 
by ballot one of them for prefident; 
and, if nv perfon have a majority, 
then from the five higheft on the 
lift the faid houfe fhall in like man- 
ner choofe the prefident. Burt, in 
choofing the Suary sure the votes 
fhall be taken by the ftates, the re- 
prefentation from e.ch ftate having 
one vote; a quorum for this pur- 
pofe fhall confit of a member or 
members from two-thirds of the 
tes, and a majority of all the 
ftates thall be neceffury to a choice. 
nevery cafe, after the choice of 


the prefident, the perfon having 
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the greateft number of votes of the’ 
electors fhall be the vice-prefident. 
But, if there fhould remain two or 
more who have equal votes, the fe- 
nate {hall choofe tor them by balloe 
the vice-prejident. 

The congrefs may determine the 
time of choofing the electors, and 
the day on which they thall give 
their vores; which day fhall be the 
fame throughout the United States. 

No perfon, except a natural-borr 
cluzen, Or a citizen of the United 
States at the ume of the adoption 
ot this conftitution, fhall be eligible 
to the office of pretident; neither 
fhail any perfon be eligible to that 
office, who thall not have attained 
to the age of thirty-five years, and 
becn fourteen years a refident with. 
in the United States. . 

In cafe of the removal of the pre- 
fident from oflice, or of his death, 
refignation, or inability to difchar 
the powers and duties of the faid 
office, the fame fhall devolve on 
the vice-prefident; and the congrefs 
may by law provide for the cafe of 
removal, death, relignation, or in- 
ability, both ot the pretident and 
vice-prefident, declaring what offi- 
cer fhall then act as pretident; and 
fuch otticer shall aét accordingly, un- 
til the difability be removed, or a 
prefident {hall be ele&ed, 

The pretident fhall, at flated 
times, receive for his fervices a com- 

yenfation, which fhall neither be 
increafed or diminithed during the 
period for which he thall have been 
elected ; and he hall not receive 
within that period any other emo- 
lument from the United States, or 
any of them. 

Before he enter on the execution 
of his office, he fhall take the fol. 
iowing oath or affirmation: 

*¢ Ido folemnly {weer (or affirm) 
that I will faithfully execute the 
oftice of pretident of the United 
States, 
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States, and will to the beft of my a- 
bility preferve, protect, and detend, 


the coniluution of the United 
States.” 
Sect. 2. The prefident thall be 


commander in chief of thearmy and 
navy of the United States, and of 
the miliiia of the” feveral ftates, 
when called into the actual fervice 
of the United States: he may re- 

vivre the opinion, in writing, of 
he principal officer in each ot the 
executive departments, upon any 
fubject relating to the duties of théir 
seipective offices ; and he fhall have 

wer to grant repricves aod par- 
} os for wen againft the Unued 
States, except in cafes of impeach- 
ment. 

He fhall have power, by and with 
the advice and coafent of the fenate, 
ta make treaties, provided two- 
thirds of the fenators prefent con- 
eur; and he fhall nominate, and, 
by and with the advice and confeut 
of the fenate, fhall appoint ambaila- 
dors, other public minifters and 
confuls, judges of the fupreme 
court, ee all other officers of the 
United States, whofe appointments 
are not herein otherwife provided 
for, and which fhall be eitubli(h- 
ed by law. But the congrels 
may by law veit the appointment of 
fuch inferior officers as they may 
think proper, in the prefidentalonc, 
in the courts of law, or in the 
heads of departments. 

The prefident thall have power 
to fill up all vacancies that may 
happen during the recefs of the fe- 
nate, by granting commiflions which 
fal} expire at the end of their next 
feflion. 

Sect. 3. He fhall from time to 
time give to the congrefs informa- 
tion of the late of the Union, and 
recommend to their confideration 
fuch meafures as he thall judge ne- 
ceflury aod expedient: he may, on 





PAPER §, 


extraordinary occafion 

both Sodlearad either ithe. ps 
in cafe ot difagreement between them 
with refpect to the time of adjourn. 
ment, he may adjourn them to fuch 
time as he thall think proper ; he 
thal! receive ambafladors and oches 
public miniflers ; he fhall take care 
that the laws be faithfully executed. 
and fhall commiffion all the officers 
of we United States, 

ect, 4. The prefident, vice. 

fident, and all tivil officers of "he 
United States, fhall be removed 
from office, on impeachment for 
and conviction of, treafon, bribery, 
or other high crimes and mifde, 
meanours, 


ARTICLE IIL, 

Seét. 1. ‘The judicial power of 
the United States fhall be vefled in 
one fupreme court, and in fuch in. 
ferior courts as the congrefs may 
trom time to time ordain and eft 
blith. The judges, both of the fu. 
preme and inferior courts, fhall hold 
their offices during good behaviour, 
and fhall, at flated times, receive 
for their fervices a compenfation, 
which fhall not be diminithed dure 
ing their continuance in office. 

Sect. 2. The judicial power thall 
extend to all cafes in law and equity, 
arifing under this conititution, the 
laws of the United States, and trea 
tics made, or which fhall be made, 
under their authority ; to all cafes 
affecting ambafladors, and other pub- 
lic minifters and confuls; to all cafes 
of admiralty and maritime jurifdies 
tion ; to controverfies to which the 
United States fhall be a party; 
controverfics between two or more 
ftates, between a ftate and citizens 
of another ftate, between citizens of 
different ftates, between citizens of 
the fame ftate claiming lands under 
grants of different frates, and be- 
tween a flate, or the citizens — 
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of, and foreign ‘tates, citizens, or 


In all cafes affecting ambaffidors, 
patlic minifters and confuls, 
sad thofe in which a flate fhall be 
party, the fupreme court fhall have 
original jurifdiction. In all the 
other cales before mentioned, the 
fu court hall have appellate 
‘uri(diétion, both as to law and fact, 
with fuch exceptions, and under 
fuch regulations, as the congrefs 
fhall make. 

The trial of all crimes, except in 
caies of impeachment, fhall be by 
jury; and fuch trial fhall be held 
in the flare where the faid crimes 
thall have been committed ; bur, 
when not committed within any 
flate, the trial fhall be at fuch place 
or places as the congrefs may by 
law have directed. 

Seti, 2. Treafon againft the U- 
pited States fhall confift only in le- 
vying war againft them, or in ad- 
hering to their cnemics, giving 
them aid and comfort. No perfon 
fhall be conviéted of treafon, unlefs 
on the teftimony of two witnefles to 
the fame overt-aét, or on confeffion 
in open court. 

The congrefs fhall have power to 
declare the punifhment of treafon ; 
but no attainder of treafon fhall 
work corruption of blood or for- 
feiture, except during the life of the 
perfon attainted, 

ARTICLE IV. 

Seét. 1. Full faith and credit fhall 
be given in each ftate to the public 
acts, records, and judicial proceed- 
ings of every other ftate. And the 
congrefs may by general laws pre- 
feribe the manner in which fuch 
ats, records, and proceedings, fhall 
be proved, and the effect thereof. 

Seét. 2, The citizens of each 
flare hall be entitled to all privi- 


leges and immunities of citizens in 
the feveral ftates. 
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A perfon charged in any ftate 
with treafon, felony, or other crime, 
who fhall fly from juitice, and be 
found in another ftate, fhall, on de- 
mand of the executive authority of 
the ftate from which he fled, be de- 


livered up, to be removed to the 


ftatc having jurifdiGion of the 
crime, 

No perfon held to fervice or la- 
bour in one ftate, under tho laws 
thereof, efcaping into any other, 
fhall, in confequence of any law or 
regulation therein, be difcharged 
from fuch fervice or labour; but 
fhall be delivered up, on claim of 
the party to whom fuch fervice or 
labour may be due. 

Sect. 3. New flates may be ad- 
mitted by the congrefs into this U- 
nion; but no new flate flall be 
formed or creed within the jurif- 
diction of any other ftate; nor any 
ftate be formed by the junétion of 
two or more flates, or parts of ftates, 
without the confent of the legifla- 
tures of the flates concerned, ae 
well as of the congrefs. 

The congrefs fiall have power to 
difpofe of and make all needful rules 
and regulations refpe@ting the terri- 
tory or other property b longing to 
the United States; and nothing in 
this Conflitution flall be fo con- 
flrued as to prejudice any claims of 
the United States, or of any particu- 
lar ftate. 

Sect. 4. The United States fhall 
guarantee to every ftate in this Uni- 
on a republican form ot govern- 
ment, and fhal! proteét each of them 
againft invafion; and, on applicas 
tion of the Iegiflature, or of the 
executive (when the legiflature cane 
not be convened), againft domettic 
violence. 

ARTICLE V, 

The congrefs, whenever two- 
thirds of both houfes fhall deem it 
neceflary, fhall propofe amendments 
to 
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to this conftitution, or, on the ap- 
plication of the legiflatures of two- 
shirds of she feveral ftates, fhall 
call a Convention for propofing a- 
mendments, which, in either cafe, 
fall be valid to all ,inrents and pur- 
) aS rt of this conititution, 
poten ratified by the legiflarures of 
three fourths of the feveral itkates, 
or by Conventions in three-feurths 
thereof, as the one or the orher 
mode of ratification may be propof- 
ed by the congrefs; provided that 
no ainendment, which may be made 
rior to the year one thoufand eight 
Siindred and eight, fhall in any 
manner affect the firft and fourth 
claufes in the ninth fection of the 
firft article; aud that no flate with- 
out its confent fhall be deprived of 
its equal fuffrage in the fenate, 
ARTICLE VI. 

All debts contracted, and engace- 
ments entered iato, before the adop- 
tion of this conflirution, fliall be as 
valid againft the United States un- 
der this conftitution, as under the 
confederation. 

This conflitution, and the laws 
of the United States which fhal! be 
made in purfuance thereof, and all 
treaties made, or which fhall be 
made, under the authority of the 
United States, thall be the fupreme 
law of the land; and the judges in 
every ftare fhall be bound thereby, 
any thing in the confticution or laws 
of any fate to tte contrary notwith- 
ftanding. 

The fenators and reprefentatives 
before mentioned, and the members 
of the feveral ftate legiflatures, and 
all executive and judicial officers, 
both of the United Srates and of the 
feveral flares, fhall be bound by oath 
or affirmation to fupport this con- 
flixution ; but no religious teft fhall 
ever be required as a qualification to 
any office or public truft under the 
United States, 

2 
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ARTICLE Vil 
The ratilication of the Olen 
tions of Nine Srates fal) be fut. 
cient for the eftablifhment of thi, 
conititution between the fates f > 
fying the fame. rp: 
Done in Convention, by the una. 
bimMoeus content of the liates 
preents the feventeenth day of 
September, in the yeor of our 
Lord ove thoufand ‘feven bun. 
dred and eighty-feven, and of 
ihe independence of the United 
States, ot America the twelfth, 
" Witnels whereof we have 
ereunto fubfcribed our nam 

GEORG: WASHINGTON, 
Prefident; and Depucy trom 
Virginia. | 


New Hamph. 





J<hn Langdon, 
Nicholas Gilman, 
Nath. Gorham, 
Rutus King. 

W. Sam. Johnfon, 
Roger Sherman, 
Alexr. Hamilton. 
Win. Livingtton, 
David Brearley, 
Wa. Paterfon, 
Jonathan Dayton, 
denjo. Franklia, 
Thomas Mifflin, 
Robert Morris, 

¢ George Clymer, 


Maflachufetts. ; 


Conneéticut, } 
New York. 


New Jerfey. ) 


oS 
: ‘hos. Fitzfimons, 


| Jared Ingerfol, 

| James Wilfon, 

| Governeur Morris. 
George Read, 
Gun. Bedford, jun. 
John Dickinfon, 
Richard Baflett, 
Jacob Broom. 
James M‘Heary, 
Daniel ot St. Thos. 

Jenifer, 

Daniel Carroll. 
John Blair, 
Js» Madifon, jun. 


th. 


Pennfylvania. 


Delaware. 


Maryland. 


Virginia. 
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William Blount, 

: tna. 2 R. Dobbs Spaight, 
aoe" " [Mieeh Williamfon. 
John Rutledge, 
CharlesCotefworth 

Pinckney, 
Charles Pinckney, 

Pierce Butler. 

‘ William Few. 
Georgia. Abrm. Baldwin. 
Ateit. Wirvtam Jackson, fec, 


$th. Carolina. 


In Convention, Monday, Sept. 17, 
1787, 
a e-B SS E N YT, 
The ftates of New Hampthire, Maf- 
s fachufert’s, Connecticut, Mr. Ha- 
“qilton from New York, New 
erfey, Pennfylvania, Delaware, 
tiarand, Virginia, North Ca- 
rolina, South Carolina, and Geor- 
iat 

, Refolved, 

That the preceding confitution 
be laid before the United States in 
congrefs aflembled ; and that it is 
the opinion of this Convention, that 
it hhould afterwards be (ubmirted to 
aconvention of delegates, chofen in 
each ftate by the people thereof, 
under the recommendation of its 
legitlature, for their aflent and rari- 
fication ; and that each convention 
aflenting to, and ratifvinz, the fame, 
fhould give notice thereof to the 
United States in congrefs affembled. 

Refoived, that itis the opinion of 
this Convention, that, as foon as 
the Conventions of nine flates fhall 
have ratified this conflitution, the 
United States in congrefs affembled 
thould fix on a day on which elec- 
tors fhould be appointed by the 
fates which fhall have ratified the 

¢, anda day on which the elect- 
ors fhould aflemble to vote for the 
pester, and the time and place 
of commencing proceedings under 
this “conftitution : thar, atier fych 
publication, the cleétors fhould be 
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appointed, and the fenators and re- 
prefentatives elected: that the e- 
le€tors fhould meet on the day fixed 
for the election of the prefident, and 
fhould tranfmit their vores, certi- 
fied, figned, fealed, and direéted, as 
the conflitution requires, to the fe- 
cretary of the United Srates in 
congrefs aflembled; thet the fena- 
tors and reprefentatives fhould con- 
vene at the time and place affigned ; 
thar the fenators fhould appoint a 
prefident of the fénate, for the fole 
purpofe of receiving, opening, and 
counting the votes for prefident; 
and that, after he thall be chofen, 
the congrefs together with the pre- 
fident, fhould, withvut delay, pro- 
ceed to execure this conftitution. 
By the unanimous order of the 
Convention, 
Georcs Wasuincron, prefident. 
William Jackton, fecretary. 





Memorial of a Society, inftituted in 
Pennfylvania, for promoting the 
Aboliiion of Slavery, addreffed to 
the Convention of the United States 
of Amer.ca, affembled at Philadel- 
phia. 


To the honourable the Convention 
of the United States of America, 
now affembled in the city of Phi- 
ladelphia, the memorial of the 
Pennfylvania fociery for promot- 
ing the abolition of flavery, and 
the relief of free negroes unlaw- 
fully held in bondage. 

The Pennfylvania fociety for pro- 
moting the abolition of flavery, and 
the relief of free negroes unlawfully 
held in bondage, rejoice with their 
fellow-citizens, in beholding a con 
vention of the ftates aflembled for 
the purpofe of amending the foederal 
conftitution, 

They recollect, with  pleafure, 
that, among the firft acts of the il- 

luftrioys 
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luftrious congrefs of the year 1774, 
was a refolution for prohibiting the 
importation of African flaves. 

t is with deep diftrefs they are 
forced to obferve, that the peace 
was fcarcely concluded before the 
African trade was revived, and A- 
merican veficls employed in trani- 
porting the inhabitants of Africa to 
cultivate, as flaves, the foil of Ame- 
rica, before jt had deank-in all the 
blood which had been thed in her 
ftrugyle for liberty. 

To the revival of this trade, the 
fociety afcribe part of the obliquy 
with which foreign nations have 
branded our infanc ftates, In vain 
will be their pretenfions to a love of 
liberty, or a regard for national 
character, while they fhare in the 
profits of a commerce, that can only 
be conduéted upon rivers of humana 
tears and blood. 

By all the attributes therefore of 
the Deity, which are offended by 
this inhuman traffice-by the union 
of our whole fpecies in a common 
anceftor, and by all the obligations 
which refult from it-—by the appre- 
henfions and terror of the righteous 
vengeance of God in national judg- 
ments—by the certainty of the great 
and- awfu! day of retribution—by 
the efficacy of the prayers of good 
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men, which would only inful the 
majetty of Heaven, if offered vp ia 
behalf of our country, while the 
iniquity we deplore continues 2. 
mong us—by the fincity of the 
chriitian name—by the pleafures of 
domeftic connexions, and the pangs 
which atiend their difolution—by 
the captivity and fufte:iogs of our 
American brethren in Algiers 
which feem to be intended by divine 
providence to awaken us to a fenfe 
of theinjuftice and erueity of doom. 
ing our African brethren to perpe. 
tual flavery and mifery—by a re. 
gard to the confiftency of principle 
and conduct which fhould mark the 
citizens of republics—by the mag: 
nitude and intenfity of our defires to 
promote the happinefs of thofe mil. 
lions of intelligent beings, who will 
probably cover this immenfe con- 
tinent with rational life—and by 
every other confideration that re. 
ligion, reafon, policy, and huma 
nity, can fuggelt—the fociety im. 
plore the prefent Convention tomake 
the fuppreffion of the African trade 
in the United State#, a part of their 
important deliberations. 
Signed, by order of the fociety, 
By JonaTHAN PEnRos®, 
Vice-Prefident.” 
6 Month 2d, 1787. 








A firad of the Overfeers Returns to Parliament of the feveral Parifbes in 
England and Wales. 


EN GLAN D. 


Money raifed by 
afleffment, for thejthe poor in 1776, 
year 1785 (beingjtaken from the re- 


Neat expences for 


the laft return madejturns then made to 


to parliament.) 


Names of Counties. 


Bedford 
Be rks omens 


oe 


parliament (being 
the laft return made 
to parliament.) 





£- Se Ge . Se * a. 
22,165 8 6 16,662 17 1 
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Bucks 


Cambridge 


Cheiter 
Cornwall 


Cuniberland 


Derby 
Devon 
Dorfet 
Durham 


Kk = 
Gloucefter 


Hereford 
Hertford 


Huntingdon 


Kent 
Lancafter 
Leicefter 


Lincoln 


Middlefex 
London 
Weitin. 

Monmouth 


Norfolk 


Northamp. 
Northumb. 
Nottingham 


Oxford 
Rutland 
Salop 
Somerfet 


Southampton 


Stafford 
Suffolk 
Surrey 
Suffex 
Warwick 


Weflmoreland 


Wilts 


Worcefter 
York, E.R. 
N. ditto 
W. ditto 
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Anglefey 
Brecon 


Cardigan 


Carmarthen 
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£. 
Sts 45 
13,079 
29,644 
22,004 
8,029 
17944! 
62,481 
245538 
149440 
74,067 
$3,813 
10,393 
255486 
7,659 
80,150 
§2,220 
249339 
31,850 
$0,226 
39,067 
445999 
$9575 
64,296 
35232 
145698 
11,873 
28,750 
2,664 
22,316 
50,17! 
48,928 
32,083 
56,804 
49,743 
549734 
44,070 
2,834 
$4,028 
26,75 
11,036 
11,626 
50,688 
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The Thirteenth Report of the Com- 
mifioners appointed to examine, take, 
and fiate, the Public Accounts of 
the Kingdom. 


*¢ In our inquiries into the man- 
ner in which the public accounts 
are audited in the office of the audi- 
tors of his majefty’s impreft, thofe 
which have as yet come under our 
confideration, are accounts of the 
expenditure of money iflued, the 
greateft part of it, from the exche- 

uer; but there are likewife, upon 
the certificate of accounts depend- 
ing in the auditor’s office, accounts 
of receipts of money levied upon 
the fubject and paid into the exche- 

ver, which are equally objects of 
his jurifdiction. 

“ OF thefe receipts, the cuftoms 
being the mott confiderable, we di- 
rectéd our attention to that branch 
ot the public revenue, 

* We required from the auditors 
of the impreft the lat declared ac- 
counts of the cuftoms, with the 
books of accounts, and other mate- 
rials from whence they were formed. 
‘Two accounts were tran{mitted to 


us purfvant to this requifition ; the 
One the account of Willam Mellith, 
efq. receiver general and cathier of 
his majetty’s cuftoms, new and ad. 
ditional impofitions, tor one year, 
ending the sth of January 1782; 
the other the account of Hugh Va 
lence Jones, efq. comptroller gene. 
ral of his majefly’s cuitoms for the 
fame vear; and both declared upon 
the 18th of December 1783. , Thefe 
accounts were made up from various 
books and other materia's; as many 
of which as were neceflary for our 
information, were fent to us from 
the auditor’s office: and from the 
infpection of them, and the eximi- 
nations of Charles Harris, efq. one 
of the deputy auditors of the im- 
preft, Mr. John Mills affiftant to 
the receiver general of the cuitoms, 
Mr. Jofhua Powell, firft clerk to 
the comptroller general, and Mr. 
John Dalley, deputy fuper:ifor ot 
the receiver general’s receipts and 
payments, we have been made ac- 
quainted with the manner in which 
thefe accounts are prepared by the 
officers of the cuftoms, and examm- 


ed by the auditors of the impret. 
P “ The 
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u cuftoms are thofe duties 
Pe payable to the king, ei- 
ther upon the exportation or Impor- 
tation, or carriage coaftwife, of cer 

+ articles of commerce. They 
are colle&ted by 103 officers, 5 of 
them tefident in London, 72 at the 

t ports, and 26 in. the plantas 
tions. All thefe collectors either 
orremit the whole or part of 
the duties they collect to the re- 
ceiver general of the cuftoms. 
From the colleétors in the port of 
London he receives either money 
or bonds; thofe at the out ports 
and in the plantations, remit: to 
him their collections in bills, notes, 
or batlion. The receiver geueral, 
and almoit every collector,’ make 
certain paymentsout of thefe duties ; 
and thus all of them become ac- 
countable to the public. 

“ The receiver general paffes his 
own accounts himfelf betore the 
auditors of the impreft; but the 
collectors being fo many in number 
and exercifing their offices in dif. 
ferent parts of the kingdom, it 
would be highly inconvenient were 
they obliged to pafs their accounts 
themfelves in that office; and there- 
fore the controller general of the 
cuftoms is fubfliruted in their ftead, 
He examines and keeps the accounts 
of all the colleétors, and paffes them 
as his own, every year, in the of. 
fice of the auditors of the impreft: 
hence it arifes, that every year two 
accounts are pafled of the cufloms ; 
the one the cath account paffed by 
the receiver general, of his own re- 
ceipts and payments; the other the 
general account paffed by the con- 
troller yeneral, of the receipts and 
payments of all the collectors in 
England, 

“ The account of the receiver 
geteral is examined by the auditor 


of the impreft, and paffed in the 


cuing mannery~The -receiver 
3737 
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general tranfimits to the auditor his 
book of account, which contuins 
entriesfof all his receipts and pay- 
ments during the year, ranged 
under their refpettive heads of do. 
ties. The charge upon him is 
formed by the controller general’: 
this officer, feeing in the accounts 
of the colle&tors what fums they 
have paid or remitted to the receiver 
general, extracts thofe fums from 
the fevcial accounts of the collect. 
ors and of them forms his charge 
upon the receiver general, which 
contifts of all the fums received by 
him, in the various branches of the 
cuftoms, during the period of the 
account. This charge the con- 
troller general figns, and attefts on 
oath before a baron of the exche- 
quer, and tranfinits it to the auditor 
of the impreft. The fum thus 
charged upon the receiver general, 
includes money, unfatisfied bonds, 
and impreft orders. Bonds are f{é- 
curities given for the payment of 
certain duties, principally duties on 
tobacco, India goods, and coals. 

Many of the acts of parliament that 
impofe duties upon importation, do 
not require from the merchant the 

payment of all the duties immedi- 

ately upon the entry; they allow 

him to give a bond fur the payment 

of either all, or cersain portions of 
them, at a future limiredtime: the 

bond is given to the king, per 

to the receiver general of the cuf- 

toms. The tobacco bond is taken 

from the merchant, at the port of 

London, by the colle‘tor inwards ; 

he delivers it over as cath to the re- 

ceiver general, in whofe hands it 

remains until difcharged. 

‘© Where a fum is to be advanced 
to any perfon on account, the re- 
ceiver general iffues ic purfuant to 
the order of the commiffioners of 
the cuftoms; this order with the re- 
ceipt for the fum fubferibed to it, 

(H) . i 
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As retained im his cufiody until ic is 
difcharged ; hence it tollows, that 
the bonds being charged upon him 
as cath recetved, and the imprett 
orders not being produced by bim 
to the auditors of the imprett as 
vouchers, in his dilcharge, he 
ftands chatged in his account not 
only with the cally he has received, 
but alfo with the fums due on rhefe 
bonds, and with the fums he has 
iffued purfuant to fuch imprett 
orders. 

‘* The difcharge contains pay: 
ments of falarics ; of fums purfuant 
to treafury warrants and orders of 
the commiffioners of the cuttoms ; 
of fums upon debentures, cerufi- 
cates, and portage bills; and pay- 
ments into the exchequer. 

** The books and vouchers for 
thefe payments, produced by the 
receiver general to the auditor, are 
—The quarterly eftablifiments— 
Lifls of the falarics, allowances and 
tallics — Books containing entries of 
the debentures, certificates, and 
portage bills—together with the 
tallies, treafury warrants, orders of 
the commillioners, debentures, cer- 
tificates, and portage bills, them- 
felves—all difcharged by receipts. 

** To verify the charge, the au- 
ditor compares the total of each 
head of duty, tlated in the account 
of the receiver general as received 
by him, with the entry of the fame 
total in the charge made by the 
controller general; and finding 
them to agree, he grounds upon the 
authority of that officer his charge 
upon the receiver general, 

“ In proceeding upon the dif- 
charge, the auditor requires an aus 
thority and receipt for every pay- 
ment. The authority for the pay- 
ment of the falarics, is the warrant 
of the treafury annexed to the eftae 

blithment,. oc the patents entered 
m the auditor’s office, where the 
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payments are made purfuane either 
to a warrant of the trealury not (Re 
gered in the office, or an’ orde; of 
the commiffioners of the cafom 
the warrant or order mutt be pre 
duced to the auditor; where the 
payment is for on incidental charge 
or allowance, it muft be certified} 
the controller yeneral, and allow. 
ed by the commiffioners of the cyf. 
aay ri a . 

“© The authority fort vm 
of a debenture, cenillenie Me a 
age billis the fignature of four of 
the commiflioners upon thofe infru- 
ments. | 

*¢ The tallies are the vouchers 
for the paymenis into the exche. 
quer. 

*¢ The auditor compares the en- 
tries of the payments, in the feveral 
lifts and books, with their refpec- 
tive vonchers; he compares the 
totils of the payments, under the 
various branches of ducies, ia thole 
lifts and books,’ with the entries of 
the fame totals in the receiver ge- 
neral’s book of account, and if they 
agree, he reduces the account into 
the form that ufage has eflablifhed 
in the office: this official form va 
ries from that in which the receiver 
general draws up his book of ac- 
count; he ranges his payments un- 
der thofe heads of duties out of 
which they are paid; but the au- 
ditor diftinguifhes them either by 
the fervice on which they are 
grounded, or the authority that 
warrants the payment, or the in- 
ftrument by which the payment is 
made. 

_** The balance being agreed, the 
receiver general figns his accovot, 
and {wears to the truth of it before 
a baron of the exchequer; alter 
which it is paffed, with the ufval 
forms,. through the offices of the 
treafury and exchequer, 

‘* From a ftate ot the poco 
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‘appears, that the total 
et ee receiver general of 


_ for the year ending the 

Th ana 1782, Was 3,81 1,242/- 
afd. of which, the fum received 

‘ug that year, ia money and 


bonds, amounted to 31592,010/. 165, 


96. i. total difcharge was 
4y565.687/ 156 5d 5 of which 
148,645/ 125. 6d. was paid for fa- 
laries, incidenial charges, and al- 
lowances; and 2,772,346/- 05. 4ad. 
into the receipr of his majefly’s ex- 
chequer; and the balance reimain- 
ing in the hands of the receiver ge- 
peral, in bonds and impreft orders, 
is 244,05;4 34 Sd and in cafh, 
gool. 7s. §ad. 

«“ The account of the controller 
geacral is examined and paff.d in 
the following manner: 

“ The general book of account, 
comprehending the receipts and 
payments of every collector of the 
2 in England, in every 
branch of the duties during the year, 
is the ground of the official account 
formed by the auditor: This book, 
figned and attefted by him on oath 
before a baron of the exchequer, 
the controller general tran{mits to 
the auditor; and with it, thofe 
books, accounts, lifts, and vouch- 
ers, that verify the feveral articles 
therein contained. The fums with 
which he charges himfelf in this 
general account, are thefe; firtt, 
the money and bonds depending at 
the end of the preceding year; fe- 
condly, the receipts, in money and 
bonds, and of intereft on bonds, 
duriog the year; thirdly, the mo- 
ney and bonds received from other 

; and fourthly, the over- 
ymeots His difcharge compre- 
ads the following heads; firlt, 

over-payments at the end of the 
ery dea fecondly,. the mos 
my and bonds delivered to other 
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collectors; thirdly, the remittances 


‘ to the receiver general; fourthlyy 


the paymenis of falaries, incidents, 
debenrures, certificates, and porte 


‘age bills, ranged under heads; and 


fitthly, je debts depending at the 
end of the year. , : 

*¢ There are three of thefe heads, 
one in the charge, and two in .the 
difcharge, to which the auditor 
principally direéts his attention. 
That inthe charge is, the fums re~ 
ccived in money and bonds: the 
two in the difcharge are, the res 
mitiances to the recciver general, 
and the fularies and other , pay- 
ments. 

** The fums received. in money 
and bonds, confift of the total fume 
received wishin the year, by each 
colleétor, in each branch of the 
duties; thefe totals are taken frorts 
a general receipt book, which con 
tains all the fums recéived weekly 
by the collectors in the, port .of 
London, and quarterly by the col- 
leétors at the out ports; and thefe 
are extracted from; the London 
weekly a-count books, and the out 
port quarterly account bouks; whieh 
being authenticated by the fignature 
of the refpective collectors and con- 
troilers, are the authority to the 
auditor to allow the charge, afters 
finding, upon comparing them, 
that the entrics in the weekly and 
quarterly account books are ¢orrett- 
ly caft up, and agree with the ene 
tries in the receipt book, and that 
the totals in the receipt, book agree 
with the entries of thofe totals in the 
general account. 

The intereft on bonds, includ- 
ed under this head, is an. incen« 
fiderable fum, received upon thofe 
bonds which are not difcharged uacil 
after the time they become payable. 
_. In the difcharge, the head of 
remittances to the reeciver generalk 
contains alithe fums of money which 
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the colleétors have either paid or re- 
mitted to him during the year, to- 
with the fum which he him. 
If bas received from the difcharge 
of bonds in his cuftody. This ge- 
nieral account contains a&{jcomplete 
account of all the bonds due, for 
every branch of the cuftoms, in the 
hands of every accountant; and 
therefore the colleétor inwards, hav- 
ing delivered to the receiver general 
the tobacco bonds he has taken dur- 
ing the year, is difcharged of them 
in this account, and the receiver 
neral becoming anfwerable for 
them, is inferted among the collec- 
tors, in the place of the collector 
inwards, as far as relates to the 
bonds, and is charged both with 
the bonds received in the year, and 
with thofe remaining in his hands at 
the end of the preceding year: as 
many of them as he converts into 
money, he is difcharged of; and 
the fum produced by that conver- 
fion is confidered as a remittance to 
himifelf, and placed in the column 
of remittances to the receiver gene- 
ral: the amount of this column 
forming a principal part-of the fum 
charged upon the receiver general, 
and admitted and accounted for by 
him in his cath account, the auditor 
wants no other proof to give the 
controller general credit tor it in 
this account. 
“ The charge upon the receiver 
gece in the cafh account, exceeds 
¢ amount of the remittannces to 
him in this account, becaufe it in- 
cludes alfo the duties received by 
him from Scotland and the planta- 
tions, and the difference between 
the amount of the bonds in his 
hands at the beginning and at the 
end of the year. 
_ The payments of the falaries, 
incidents, debentures, certificates, 
and portage bills, are examined b 
comparing the vouchers for thofe 
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payments with the entries in the 
reipective lifts and books, 

vouchers for the falaries at each ous 
port, are the quarterly eftablith. 
ments, figned by four commi 

of the cultoms: thofe for the intis 
dems, are the bills themfelves dif. 
charged by proper receipts. A jig 
is made including both thefe {pecies 
of payments, and totals formed of 
the feparate heads: This lit js 
fworn to by the collector before hig 
controller, and an abftract of it jy 
figned by the controller general, 
and allowed by two commiffioners, 
All thefe payments, with the totals, 
are entered into the general falary 
and incident book, and the totals 
copied into the general account, 
Where the falary or incident in- 
volves a computation,: the auditor 
examines it: he fees that the cait- 
ing is correét, and traces the entries 
of the totals into the general account, 

‘ The vouchers for the pays 
ments upon debentures, certificates, 
and portage bills, are the infu. 
ments themfelves properly authen- 
ticated. Each fpecies is entered in 
a feparate book ; the payments un- 
der each head of duty caft up to a 
total; and the totals entered in the 
generalaccount, The auditorcom- 
pares thefe entries with the initru- 
ments, examines the caftings, and 
compares the entries of the totals 
with their correfpondent entries in 
the general account. 

** The heads in the general ac 
count; the one in the charge, of 
money and bonds received from 
other collectors ; the other in the dif 
charge of money aud bonds delivered 
to othercolleétors are grounded upon 
the following circumflances :-—i 
fome of the out ports the charges 
frequently exceed the amount 
the duties there colleéted: thefe 
are called neyative portse To ¢ 


able a collector to defray thele 
charges 
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durges, the board of cuftoms fend 


generally upon the col- 
debra in the port of Lon- 
don, payable to him or order: this 
soe: be pegotiates ; and when paid, 
it becomes a voucher to charge him 
with the fum he has received, and 
to the collector inwards 
ofthe fum he has paid in his ac- 
count with the controller general, 
who retains the draft in his poffef- 
fon, without producing it to the 
goditor, Upon the death or refig- 
gation of a collector, the money 
and bonds remaining in his hands 
gre delivered over to his fucceffor, 
whofe account is charged with them, 
and the account of the other dif- 
. The auditor, in his ac- 
count, does not diftinguifh thefe 
from the other ordinary receipts and 
nts of the collectors ; finding 
them thus charged and difcharged 
in the general account, he increafes 
the charge upon the one, and the 
difcharge of the other, by the fame 
fums, upon the authority of the 
controller general: he has no 
other evidence of thefe tranfactions 
between the collectors; nor is it 
neceflary he fhould; for, if thefe 
two heads of money and bonds re- 
ceived, and money and bonds de- 
livered, are even, the charge mutt 
be right; and if the whole fum 
charged is accounted for, if is im- 
material which of the collectors it 
is that renders the account of it. 

“ The four heads, of over-pay- 
ments, and debts depending, two 
in the charge, and two in the dif— 
charge, require explanation. 

“ The merchant is allowed, by 

tral aéts of pailiament, upon the 
fe-exportation of certain articles of 
commerce, a draw-back, in fome 
cafes of the whole, in others of 
part, of the duties he has paid upon 

importation, Upon other arti- 
he isallowed abounty; in fome 
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upon theexportation, in others u 
the importation, This draw-back 
and bounty is paid to him, upon 
producing to the colleétor, at the 
port where the goods are exported 
or imported, a debenture, aue 
thenticated by the proper officers, 
as the met sags * and voucher for 
the payment. Every debenture is 
payable out of fome branch or 
branches of the cuftoms. A draw- 
back being a payment back, or a 
return of a duty, is paid out of the 
fame branch that received it. The 
act that gives a bounty, ufually di- 
rects om of what duty it thall be 
paid ; fometimes it is direéted to be 
paid out of any money in the hands 
of the collector. 

“ The cuftoms being divided 
into a variety of branches, every 
collector keeps a diftinét and fepa- 
rate account of what he receives and 
pays upon each branch, and tranf- 
mits his account, fo diftinguifhed 
under heads, to the comptroller ge- 
neral, He is nor permitted to keep 
in his hands any confiderable fum 
of the duties, but continues remit- 
ting them to the receiver yeneral 
whenever he has opportunity. 
Hence it frequently happens, that 
a demand for a draw-back or a 
bounty is made upon a collector, at 
a time when he has in his hands ei- 
ther no money at all, ora fum not 
fufficient on the account of that 
duty out of which it ought to be 
paid; but, having monev collected 
upon other branches, he applies 
that money in difcharge of the de« 
benture, and takes credit for the a- 
mount of it upon that head of duty 
out of which it ought to have been 
paid; this is called an over-pay- 
ment: the confequence is, that 
duty becomes indebted to him for 
the amount of the debenture, and 
he ftands indebted for the fame fum 
to thofe duties out of which he has 
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paid it, - Thefe are called the debts 
de ing. 

reget the oprion of the col- 
leStor our of What dutics he pays, 
dGivber a drawback, when he has no 
snoney in his hands upon the proper 
branch ; or a bounty that may be 

id out of any duty, except in the 

liowing inftances:—There are 
five duties, three on coals, and two 
oa coinage, called the excepred 
branches, out of which no bounry 
fhould praperly be paid; the reafon 
is, the dutics on coals are confidered 
neither as imports nor exports, but 
as duties paid coaltwife; and the 
coinage duties were originally laid 
for the «xprefs purpofe of the mint ; 
and theretore, fhould a collector, 
having noother money in his hands, 
apply thefe dunes in the payment 
ot bounties, the contireller gene- 
ral would correct his account, and 
make him ind-bted upon the ex- 
cepted branch, and over-paid upon 
a branch liable to the duty. 

‘© This mode of keeping the ac- 
counts of :hefe payments is attended 
with this effect :—Thouogh a collec- 
for may have remitted to the re- 
ceiver general, or pod away every 
duty he has collected, foa- to leave 
no public meney remaining in his 
hands; yet, his accounts otf the fe- 
‘epee duties mot being balanced, 
he may ftill continue to have vari 
ous acgounts open in the culloms: 
almott every collector, that has ever 
been in office, hough long dead, 
has neverihelefs accounts fubfilting ; 
and the number of fuch accounts 
has been conftantly. increafing, in 
proportion to the increafe of the 
gumber of branches, 

* Every year’s account of the 
cultoms mult be complece, and come 
prehend every account not balanced ; 
and confequently, it mutt include 
thee old accounts; but they are fo 
gumerous, that were they all to be 
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particularly inferted, the magnituds 


» of the anoual account Would be 


enormous, and contigually increafe 
ing- To thorten this labour, there 
are formed three fchedules; ws 
called. the even fihedule, which 
contains a lift of collectors, with 
their refpective fublitiing eCCounty, 
in which the amount of the oper. 
payments of each is equal to the 
amount of his debrs depending ; 
another called a dormaot tchedule, 
including a fet of colleétors with 
thei mover ogee accounts, in which 
the amount of the os er-pay ments ot 
each is not balanced by the amount 
of his debts depending; thefe cule 
lectors are indemted ty government, 
but their debts are conlidered, for the 
mofl part, asdefperate. Thefe two 
fchedules were lait regulated in the 
year 1776. The third, called the 
fluctuating fchedule, is formed every 
year: it coniiains, the reft of the 
collectors who are dead, and their 
accounts, either not even, or, if 
even, not yet transterred into the 
even {chedule ;. together with thofe 
collectors in office, who, having had 
no tranfactions during the year in 
certain branches, are omited inthe 
accounts of thofe branches, and in- 
ferted in this fchedule, with the 
balances under each head, as they 
ftand at the foot of the preceding 
year’s account, Theev:n and dor. 
mant {chedules having been inferted 
at length in the general accounts of 
fome proceeding years, in the ate 
counts of the fubfequenr years, the 
total amount Only.of the over-paye 
ments, and debts depending under 
their refpeétive heads are infered 
in the correfponden: columns, with 
a reference to that year’s account, 
in which they have been fo inferted 
at large, 

“© The account of every colledor, 
under every head ot duty, in the 


controller yeneral’s account, is ba- 
. Janced ; 
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paced y confequently, if a duty is 
overpaid, the amount of the over- 
, being the balance duc to 

‘on that duty, is enreyed in ed 
over-paymecnts in the 

yo or bl ee exhaufted’a 
duty, the fum remaining, being the 
the balance dae from him on that 
z 1S envered in the column of 
debts depending in the difcharge ; 
buf as the over-payments, though 
entered in the charge fide of the 
accoun’, are yet in fact debts cue 
to him, and the debts Se pending: 
though entered in the diicharge 
fide, are in fat debts duc from bin, 
thefe balances being carried over to 
the fucceeding year’s account, he 
there becomes properly charged and 
difeharged ; for, in the firft column, 
be is charged with the debts de- 
ing at the end of the preceding 

r; and in the firft column of the 
difcharge, he has credit for the over- 

nents at the end of the fame 
fear: thus the firft head of charge, 
in the account before us, is, debts 
depending the sth of January 178); 
and the firft in the difcharge, is, 
overepayments the sth of January 
178;. The aucitor adopts thefe 
two heads in his official account, 
taking them from the laft declred 
account; but with this difference : 
~The entry of the:n in the laft de- 
clared account contuins the debts 
cue from, and the over-payments 
made by every collector, upon every 
branch of duty; bet in the account 
depending, the entry contains only 
the totals/of the arrears and over- 
payments upon each branch of duty, 
omitting the collectors, 

"The over-payments and ar- 
tears of the year of the aceount, 
he copies from the controller gene- 
ral’s account; for, havang no know- 

ge or vouchers for the delivery 
Over of money and bonds from one 
pollector to another, or for any of 


PAPERS. — (tigy? 
the tranfa@ions that givé occafion 
to thefe entries, he has not the 


means of checking them, but: mutt 
rely for the truth of them upon the 
credit an@ oath of the controller 
general. ) abe 

** The balance confilts of money 
and bonds remaining in arrear, The 
audiror does not charge this balance’ 
to the account of the controller gc 
neral; for, as this account, though 
paffed by him, is not his own ace 
count, but that of the colledtors, 
he charges the arrears, on every 
branch of the duties, upon the feve- 
ral collectors, in whofe accounts 
thofe arrears are found; and, con- 
fequently, the account of the con- 
troiler general is always even and 
quit, , 

** The auditor having found upon’ 
this examination, that rhe generat 
account is right, redaces it into the 
official form, and pafles’ it through 
the proper offices. 

‘¢ From the ftate of the account 
before us it appears, that the fum’ 
received on the cuitoms, in mone 
and bonds, by all the colleétors in 
the port of London, and at the 
out ports, in the year 178 , was 
4,027,342/, 155. 7'd. of this fun 
3549504724. 3s. 10'd, was paid or 
remitted to the receiver ceneral ; 
174,542/. 175. 7d. was paid for fa- 
haries and incidents at the out ports, 
and the poundage on the coinage 
duty: and 281,628/, os. 75d, upon 
debentures, certificates, and portage 
bills: the arrears, in money and 
bonds, amount to 1,464,249/, 
tos. sid 

* The fees paid to the auditors of 
the impreft, as they appear in the lifts 
confitt of different fums, paid for dif- 
ferent parts of the account; the an- 
nual expence of them to the publ c, 
for auditing the account of the re- 
ceiver general of the cuftoms is 
gigi. ‘and of the controller gene- 
(1 4) ral 
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ral , together 1,528/, fubject, 
to the nny duty. The pane: 
ity upon which they are groun 
fa either the Aine cath of the lord 
high treafurer Godolphi@, in the 
year 1704, alluded to in our former 
reports, or warrants fince iffued, 
from time to time, by the trea- 
fury, P 
** This inquiry into the mode of, 
examination given to thefe accounts 
in the office of the auditors of the im- 
preft, did not fupply us with all the 
information we ftood in need of up- 
on the fubject of the cufloms, 
Much important matter fiill re- 
mained for inveftigation in this ex- 
tenfive and entangled branch of the 
public revenue. That we might 
come at a knowledge of all the cir- 
cumflances attegding it, we endea- 
voured to trace this duty from the 
merchart into the hands of the re- 
ceiver general; and the accounts 
kept of it, from the firft entry to the 
delivery of thofe accounts into the 
office of the auditors of the ampreft ; 
attending chiefly to the opti and 
principal parts of the tranfactions, 
and omitting thofe minute diftinc- 
tions which create no material dif- 
ference in the management of this 
revenue. To thefe objects, com- 
bined as they are, and blended 
together in the tranfaétions they in- 
volve, we examined, in the depart- 
ment of the collection inwards, in 
the port of London, William Suck- 
ling, efq. deputy collector; Mr. 
James Deacon, receiver of the grand 
receipt; Mr. Henry Gyles, who 
had been employed in the receipt 
of the plantation duties; Mr. Wil- 
liam Mucklow, receiver of the dus 
ties an wine; Mr, William Syms, 
the clerk of the rates; Mr. Sine 
chinfon Hotherfall Browne, com- 
R ter of the dutics on wine; Mr. 
Villiam Saxby, clerk of the war- 
rants; Mr. Willam Richardfon, 
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deputy controller ; Mr. 
phenfon, firft clerk in peg: 
department of the furveyor; M: 
Peregrine Sims, deputy furveyo, 
general; Mr, Richard Frewin, 
examiner, and Mr. John Gold 
the examiner of wine duties, la 
the department of the collection 
outwards, Mr. William Bates, the 
deputy collector; Mr. aah Dod. 
fon, the receiver; Mr. Henry Herd, 
the deputy controller ; Mr. Charles 
May, the deputy furveyor; Mr, 
Walter Pingo, the deputy furveyor 
general; Mr, Abraham Greenw 
the copying clerk; and Mr, Thos 
mas Sutton, a deputy for foreign 
bufinefs, And in the department 
of the collection coaftwife, Roberr 
Welton, efq. colleétor of the coal 
duties; Mr. William Dobfon, clerk 
to the controller; and Mr. Edward 
Millfon, a clerk to the fworn coal 
meters, in the city of London. We 
examined likewife Mr. Humphry 
Bache, cafhier to the receiver genes 
ral; Mr, John Mills, affiftant tothe 
receiver general; Mr. John Dalley, 
deputy fupervifor of the receiver 
general’s receipts and payments; 
Mr. Joflua Powell, firfl clerk to 
the controller general; Mr. Wiili- 
am Sims, one of the examiners of 
the out port collector’s accounts; 
Mr. William Saxby, deputy furveyor 
of the out ports; aid Mr, James 
Poweell, chief clerk to the in{pec- 
tor of the out port accounts, — 

“ A cuftom duty is paid either 
upon an import, an export, oF 4 Cal 
riage coaftwife; and either in the 
port of London, or at an out port, 
There isa difference in the circums 
flances attending the colle¢tion of 
each of thefe duties, In the port 
of London they are collected in thi 
manner :— 

“* Firft, as to the import duties, 
or duties inwards,—This collection 
is tranfacted by the deputy collec 
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ree receivers under him. 
of three divifions: The 
grand receipt,—the plantation re- 
ceipt, and the wine receipt. The 
duties upon imports from the plan- 
taions, and upon wine, being pro- 
duttive branches of the revenue, 
and creating much trouble in the 
jon, have each a feparate re- 
caver. All che reft of the duties 
jowards are collected by the other ; 
and this divifion is diftinguithed by 
the name of the grand receipr. 
«“ The mafter of a vetlel that 
goods, makes a report of 
his fhip and cargo, as enjomed by 
various acts of parliament, On oath, 
before a deputy collector inwards, 
and fome onc of the other principal 
officers, namely, the controller, the 
furveyor, or the furveyor general, 
and leaves the report with the cel- 
leétor. The merchant brings to 
fome officer in the long room at 
the cuftom houfe his bill of lading, 
which defcribes that part of the 
cargo that belongs to him, From 
this bill of lading, the officer makes 
out a warrant, which contains an 
entry of all thofe circumftances re- 
lative to the goods in the bill of 
lading, which are the foundation of 
the duties, and is figned by the 
merchant, Of this warrant he makes 
out fix extracts, called bills; one 
foreach of the following officers ; 
the collector, the clerk of the rates 
orcomputer, the controller, the fur- 
veyor, the furveyor general, and the 
examiner, Each of thefe bills con- 
tains the names of the fhip and maf- 
ter, the port of lading, and thofe 
ditinguithing circumflances of the 
goods by which the duties are re- 
gulated. The warrant and fix bills 
are carried to the clerk of the rates ; 
who computes the duties upon one 
of the bills, and enters upon that 
bill which is defigned for the recei- 
Very a3 many {ums of duties as there 
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are branches, caft up te a total, but 
not the ritles of the feveral branches : 
Thefe computed fums are expreffed 
in numbers of twenty times the 
amount of the actualduties, accord- 
ing to a mode of computation made 
uie ef in the port of London, to 
avoid the errors that might arife in 
computing the fiactional pirts of the 
feveral branches. Sometimes the 
warrant and bills are brought to the 
clerk of the rates, with the duties 
already computed and entered upon 
the warrant and upon one or two of 
the bills; and then he either examines 
the computation, or, if he fees rea- 
fon, truits to the accuracy of it, 
and puts his initials upon one or both 
of the bills. The warrantand fix 
bills are then carried to the receiver ; 
who, feeing upon one of the bills 
the initials of the clerk of the rates 
authenticating the computation, or 
finding upon the face of it, that the 
compurauion has been made by fome 
known officer, either receives the 
duties, or defires ‘ow may be paid 
to the receiver general ; or, if they 
have been already paid, upon the re« 
ceipt of the receiver general being 
produced, he enters upon the ware 
rant (unlefs entered before) in fie 
gures, the particular fums payable on 
each branch, with the total, omit. 
ting the titles, and figns his name 
to the total. If the warrant cons 
tains the duties, he compares them 
with the entrics on the bill, and 
figns the total; which fignature im- 
plies that bas received them; he 
enters upon the warrant the day of 
the month, and the number, and 
puts the fame number upen the fix 
bills: he retains one of them, and 
delivers the other five, with the war. 
rant, to the clerk of the warrants ; 
who procures to the warrant the 
fignature of the examiner, and of 
one other of the three principal offi- 
cers above mentioned, and puts a 

bills 
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bills into five boxes, for the compu, 


the controller, the furveyor, 


ee burveyor general, and the ¢x-. 


giviner; each of whom takes his. 
bull feos bis own box. At the end 
Qi.t y, the warrant being come. 
pictcly figned, the defcription of the 
upon ic is compared, by the 
clerk of the warrants, with the like 
defeription upon the bills of the 
computer, and of fome two of the 
officers: he enters the warant in his 
warrant book, and deJivers it to the 
hand waiter, as the authority for pei 
mitting the goods to be landed ; 
and, after the fhip is cleared, it is 
depofited with the jerquer, 

© "The mode of proceeding, rela- 
tire to the receipt of thefe duties, is 
Geaily the fame, to which ever of 
the three divilions they belong, ex- 
cept jn the receipt of the wine du- 
tics. ‘ 

« Wine, befides the duties pay- 
able to the king, is fubjeét to two 
others, paid upon the import; the 
one by natives, called prilage; the 
oher by ftrangers, called butlerage. 
Thefe duties are of very ancient 
date ; and have been, as we appre- 
hend, long ago granted away from 
the crown. Priflage was a right in 
the crown to take one ton where 
ten, and two where twenty tons or 
wpwards were imported, by natives 
por exempted This duty, at firft 
taken in kind, has, time immemorial, 
Been compounded for, by the pay- 
ment in the pert of London, of 2s. a 
ton, and at the out ports, of 10s. a 
ton, On all wine foimported. Strane 
gers, not being fubject to prifage, 

id in Neu of it butlerage; which 
38 2$. per ton on all wines imported 
by them, whether into the port of 
Londoh, or at an out port, The 
prifage tons are eprefily excepted, 

y the act of tonnage and poun age, 
from the duties impofed by that act; 
ahd fromthe coinage duty, by the 
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epagruchon of the 1th Of Charley’ 
the Second, chapter the fith. 

_ The exemption from thefe three 
duties, the old fubfidy, the addi. 
tional duty, and the coinage, en. 
hances the value of the priface tong 
above other tons, to the amount of 
thofe duties; and, therefore, the 
merchant pays to the grantée of the 
prifage duty that amount, in addi. 
tion to the compofition of 2s, per 
ton: and upon the fame ground he 
pays him hkewife the two impor 
of 177g and 1782, upon the prilage 
tons; for thofe aéts, having impofed 
the 5 /. per cent. upon the amount 
of all the duties then parable to the 
king, the three duties above men. 
tioned on the prifage tons, not beig 
then payable tothe kine, have beea 
confidered as exempt from thofe im. 
pots; and the value of the prifage 
ton being incieafed above the o-her 
tons in proportion, the amount of 
thofe two impofts upon the prifage 
tons have been paid by the mer. 
chanr, ever fince thofe aéts, to the 
grantee of the prilage duty. This 
duty muft be pard prior to any ether ; 
The colleétor muft not receive the 
reft until he fees that prifage is paid; 
and, therefore, the warrant, and 
one bill, is firft brought ro the bat- 
ler, or prifage mafter. The war- 
rant contains thofe duties only pay- 
able to the king, not the prifage 
duties. The butler computes the 
duties, enters them upon the bill, 
cafts them toa total, and, if they are 
rightly compured, figns the warrant. 
This fignature being evidence to 
the collector of the payment of the 
prifage, and the deputy prifage maf- 
ter being at this time alio computer 
of the duties on wine, he relies 
upon the computation, receives the’ 
duties as entered upon the warrant, 
and figns it. 

« Secondly, as to the export du 


ties, or duties outwards, ‘The cel- 
: lectoy 
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SeQor outwards is the -officer who 
peeeives thefe duties. es, 
A fhip, detigned for a foreign 
~ is entered by the matter or 
owner with thé collector, The en- 
oy delctives certain circumftances 
yrs tothe fliip, required by acts 
of pirliament. he merchant in- 
tending to export Britith manufac- 
tures, brings to a clerk in this otlice 
qewerrant, defcribing the goods he 
defiyns to put on board that fhip. 
This warrant being reduced into the 
the ufeful form, is figned by the 
metchant, and left with the collec- 
tor. Avcopy of it is made out on 
parchment, called a cocket. The 
duties ave eomputed, and their feve- 
ral brenches entered upon both the 
warrant and cocket. The collec- 
tor cimpares them together, marks 
the cocket with the initials of his 
mae, and, wpon receiving the du- 
ties, figns his name under them 
upon the cocket as his receipr. 
Four copies are made of this cocket 
(but without the duties), and car- 
ried with it to the controller, the 
the'furveyor, the furveyor general, 
and copying clerk outwards; each 
of whom keeps a copy, and adds 
his initials to the cocket. The con- 
troller then puts to at the feal of 
ofiee; and, being figned by the 
colleftor and controller, or fone 
one other of the principal officers, 
it is delivered to the merchant, as a 
Wwarrent to the fearcher, to permit 
him to fh p the goods defcribed in it, 
“Thirdly, as to the daties eoaft- 
wife. Thee arife principally. from 
cols; which being of different 
kinds, the quantity is computed of 
fome by the weight ot ton, of others 
the meafure or chaldron. ‘This 
meafure is likewife different at dif- 
ferent places. The chaldron at the 


port ot lading, whether: Newcaftle 
or Sunderland, is more than the 


¢haldron at the port of London 
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(which is according to the Wine 
chefter meafure) in the proportion 
pearly of 21 to 41, ‘The fhip loads 
ed with coals is entered with’ the 
collector of the coal duties within 
four: days/ after fire has pafled 
Gravefend, The matter produces 
to’ him ‘a cacket, defcribing thé 
ae of coals on board the fhip, 
if meafured by the chuldron, acs 
ache to the meafare iu’ ule at the 
port of lading’; and either pays inté 
the hands o1 the receiver generil 
or ‘depofits with the collector, 
fum computed upon the quahtity, 
fufficient to anfwer the duties; or 
otherwife, vives Kis bond, with oné 
furcty, to the colleétor, to pay the 
duties which fhall become due upoa 
the quantity that the {worn send 
fall certify to have been deliv 
from the thip. Io either cafe, of 
the depotit or bond, the duties muft 
be difcharged within 16 workin 
days arer the ehtry, or otherwi 
the proprietor lofes the difcount 
two and one half per cent. allowed 
him upon'the amount of the three 
old duties. A warrant is filled up 
from the cocker, the fum depofir 
entered upon it, and, being figne 
by the colicétor and controller, 
it is tranfmitred to the coal meter, 
as his authority for delivering the 


fhip. Atter the Mip is cleared, the 
coal meter certifies upon the back of 
this warrant the numberof chaldrons 


delivered, acsording to the ‘eoee 
meafure. This certificate being 
brought to the collector, he com- 
putes the durics upon the quantities 
certified, and enters the rtoral of 
them in the margin of the certifi- 
cate. The controller re-computes 
thefe duties, and cither enters his 
own compuration in the other mars 
in of the cersificare, vd marks that 
of the collector, to fignify his - 
ment with him. *The collector 
then féttles the duties with the fac+ 
(Ofte 
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sor. 


Pach, as it moft frequent! 
ae he returns the furplus; if f 
fh, he receives the deficiency. 
gape account being kept of 
the de on depofits, as the cer- 
ti are produced, and the du- 
ties computed upon them and re- 
ceived, the collector becomes 
ebarged with the duties, and dif- 
charged of the depolits. If bond 
has been given, the factor pays the 
duties ufually to the receiver gene- 
gal, leaves his receipt with the col- 
leGtor and takes up his bond, The 
certificate remains filed in the office. 

** This is the ufual mode of pro- 
ceeding ia the entry ef the goods, 
and in the computation and pay- 
ment of the duties; but the hurr 
avd muyltiplicity of the bulinels 
frequently occation a deviation from 
the arder in which the tranfadtions 
are here defcribed to follow each 
other ; yet not fo as to difturb thofe 

eircumftances that are effential to 
the accuracy of the computation, or 
the fecurity of the receipt. 
'* Belides thefe three; there are 
more collectors, both outwards, 
an the port of London; a collector 
of the duties on wool and leather, 
and a collector of the duties on 
white woollen eloths. But the 
produce of thefe duties being re- 
prefented to us as very inconfider- 
able, we did not think them impor- 
fant enovgh to require a particular 
¢xamination. 

“ The computation of the duties 
$s 2 material part of thefe tranfac- 
tons. There is fome rule for find- 
ing out the quantum to be paid for 
every duty ; and the terms of that 
sule ave defined by the at that im- 
poles the duty. The legiflature 
afiumes fome quality or circumftance 
belonging te as article of commerce, 


a3 the meafure by which the duty 


if it exceeds the amount of 
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is to be regulated and afcertained 
It is in fome cafes a determinate 
fum ; in others a certain Portion of 
afum, to be eftimated either y 

a given quantity, value, i, 
number, or weight, of the {ub 
matter, or to be computed upon 
the sBpregate of fome former dy. 
tics. The moft ancient cy 
payable to the crown, now fublifting 
ae thofe impofed by the jath of 
Charles the II. chapter the 
called the act of tonnage and pound. 
age. The circumftances adopted 
by that act, as the meafures of the 
duties, arem=the quantity—and the 
value. The objerts of the act are, 
wine, rated goods, and a {pecies of 
wollen cloths, Wine being a fub- 
jet of liquid meafure, a certain fum 
was impofed upon a certain quan 
tity, viz. a ton; whence this duty 
obtained the appellatian of tonnage, 
The rated goods are enumerated ak 
phabetically ina fchedule annexed 
tv, and forming part of the a@, and 
called the book i ramen. Upon each of 
them a certain value or rate (whence 
they derive their name) is fixed, 
according either to the quantity, 
the meafure, the number, aoe 
weight ; and a certain portion of 4 
pound fterling, computed upon the 
amount in value of the whole quan. 
tity imported or exported, eftimated 
according to the given rate, is the 
duty impofed upor them, and from 
thence it is denominated a pounds 
age. The duty upon woollen cloths, 
being a certain fym upon every 
picce of certain dimenfions, comes 
under neither of thefe denomini 
tions, hence thefe three, the tone 
nage, the poundages and a {pecific 
fum upon a f{pecific article, compres 
hend all the cuftom duties im 

by that act. Subfequent a 
parliament, finding new objects for 
this duty, introduced new rules of 


computation adapted to thofe a 
joes 
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: and other afts, impofin ad- 
duties upon the objects of 
aéts, and reg new 

of computation, have va- 

~ nee multiplied the rules for 
out the wwe of the rt 
le upon the fame article ; 

ST ety OF articles of different 
kinds being frequently comprehend- 
edin one bill of lading, the com- 
puter is obliged to have recourfe to 
aftill greater variety of rules, be- 
fore he can come at the amount of 
the duties payable upon the goods 
contained in one fingle bill of lading. 
« The fubje& matter of the du- 
ties we have hitherto been defcrib- 
ing are, either the rated goods, that 
is, thofe articles of commerce ‘enu- 
merated in the book of rates annex- 
ed to the act of tonnage and pound- 
age; and in the additional book of 
rates eftablifhed by the act of the 
mh of George the Firit, chapter the 
ne various goods omitted in 
the firit book, or goods charged with 
a {pecifie duty : bur there are other 
fpecies of goods fubject to cuftoms, 
net included in either of thefe de- 
feriptions, and called unrated goods. 
Thefe goods pay duties ad valorem, 
that is, the value is the meafure of 
the duty ; and that value is afcer- 
tained of fome by the oath of the 
mporter, of others by the fale.— 
Wherethe oath of the importer deter- 
mines the value, that oath is taken 
the importation, before cer- 

tain officers of the cuftoms ; and as 
acheck upon the oath, and to pre- 
vent fraud, by the rerulations an- 
nexed to the 11th of George the 
Firft, chapter the 7th, the officers 
are at liberty to take the goods from 
the importer at the value {worn to, 
Paying him back the duties he has 
pai for them, and allowing him 
ten per cent. more than the value 
has fworn to. Thefe goods muft 


then be fold publicly ; and the over- 
the fum produced by the 


PAPERS 





(125) 


fale, above the value fworn to and 
the duties, is equally divided be- 
tween the crown and the officers. 
If fold for lefs than the value fwora 
to, the crown fuftains the lofs.— 
Where the value is afcertained by 
the fale, the duties are compute 
either upon the yrofs value, that is, 
the price the goods are fold at, 
or the reduced value, that is, 
the price they are fold at, after 
certain deductions. This meafure of 
computation is grounded upon the 
aé&t of the 2d and va of Anne, chap- 
ter the goth, and relates to certain 
unrated goods, imported by the 
Eaft India company. ‘The didine. 
tions dire@ed by that act to be 
made from the price at the fale,. and 
now in ufe, are, an allowance of 61. 
per cent. upon that fum to the com- 
pany for their charges, and the a- 
mount of the net duties then pay- 
able to the crown upon the remain- 
der. The purchafer of thefe 

buys them free of duties : the coin- 
pany are to pay them; and the fum 
of duties they are to pays depends 
upon the fum produced by the fale. 
‘This fum, therefore, contains the 
allowance, the duties, and the va- 
lue to the company; and, being 
divided into thete three parts, gives 
the duties payable to the crown 
upon the reduced value. 

*¢ The multipiicity and intricacy 
of the rules for finding out the du- 
ties, render it neceflary to intexpofe 
checks upon the computation. The 
collector is the officer charged with 
and ref{ponfible for, the duties. Ie 
concerns him, therefore, as well ag 
the public, that they fhould be ac- 
curately computed. The collector 
inwards is affifted, in the computa- 
tion of the duties, by the clerk’ of 
the rates, called alfo the computer. 
One officer in this departinent, 
computes the duties on wine; the 
other, all the reft of the duties: 
The colleCtor, previous to gning 

is 












G36),  P_U,B.LiI.¢ 


is. name e duties upon the 
ph, wach be eed that the 
ams-entered wpon the bill retained 
him, being the fame with thote 
upon the warrant, have been either 
puted or revifed by the clerk of 

p ay iis or by fome other known 
Officer, on whofe accuracy he can, 
rely.—A fter the bufinefs of the day 
is clofed, he enters in his cafh book, 
from thefe bills, exprefied in their 
real net fums, evety article of duty 
he has collected during the day, 
under its proper branch. The com- 
puter shakes from his bill the like en- 
tries in hiscafhh book. Four other offi- 
cers, the controller, the furveyor, the 
furveyor general, and the examiner, 
have exch of them a fimilar b:!l de- 
livered to him by the clerk of the 
warrants, and is thereby furnifhed 
with the fame materials for forming 
the computation. Each of thete 
officers computes the duties upon 
his bill, sed inches daily entries of 
the duties in his caf book, fimilar 
to the entries made by the collector 
in his cufh book, As often as bufi- 
nefs will permi’, thefe five officers 
examine and compare together every 
entry in their reipective cath books, 
with the correfpondent entries in 
the cath book of the receiver. The 
articles that difagree are recom- 
puted ; if they allagree, each catts 
up te, a total the entries of each 
day, under every branch of duty, 
in his own cafh book; of thefe daily 
totals, he forms weekly totals, and 
yeduces them to one entire fum ; 
which is the amount of the duties 
olleied by each receiver during 
the week. Thefe feveral totals are 
examined and compared together 
by the fame officers, in like manner, 


with the daily entries; and thus. 


pe wg become checks upon the 


» not only as to the com- 
putation. of every article of duty in 


every warrant, but as.to the fum of 
RS 3 > ¢ 4 
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duties colle@ed every day 
week, by every receive), | 
*¢ The collector outwards has no 
computer to afhft him previous to 
his receipt of the duties: he com. 
putes them himielf, and enters the 
feveral. branches upon the Warrant 
and cocket, and infests in his cath 
book every article of duty under tg 
proper head ; but three of the off. 
cers who are checks upon the eole 
lector inwards, the controller, the 
furveyor, and the furveyor general, 
are checks likewife upon the com 
putation and receipt of the culle%or 
gutwards : euch of them has a bill 
or copy of the cocket, and cafig 
upon his own bill all the branches 
of the duties; and either that day, 
or the next morning, they all com. 
pare the defeription of the goodty 
and the fums of the duties; entered 
upon their bills, with the like de. 
feription upon the warrant ia the 
hands of the colleétor. The co- 
pytog clerk outwards does not com- 
pute the duties upon his bill, but 
he attends at the fame time with the 
checks, to fee that the defeription 
of the goods upon the bill agrees 
with the like defcription upon the 
warrant: he enters the bill ina 
book kept for that purpofe, and 
tranfmits it to the infpeétor general 
of the imports and exports. Each 
of .the three checks makes the like 
entries of the duties in-his cath book 
as are made by the collector. Thefe 
entries are catt up to totals, and 
compared and examined with the 
correfpondent entries in the 
book.of the collector, in the fame 
manner as the entries of the collec- 
tor inwards are examined by his 
checks.. The collector coaftwife 
checked in his computation and re- 
ceipt by a controller and examiner. 
The collector and gonwoller bave 
ing computed the duties upon the 
certificates, the collector, enters in his 


. . 4 - 


and every 
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the articles on each certificate 

their feveral branches, with 
the depotir, and the number of 
chsldron ot couls delivered. The 
controller enters in his books, 
in one {um, the amount of the du- 
ties on each certificare brought by 
different faétors, or the 2mount of 
the duties upon all the ce:tiicates 

ht by the fame factor: he 
eyters likewile the depofits trom the 
warrants, and the number of chal- 
drons delivered from the certificates. 
Each of thefe officers form daily and 
weekly totals, both of the duties 
and depofits, aid compare together 
thofe totals. Each of them, at the 
clofe of the week, computes the a- 
mount of every branch of the du- 
ties upon the number of chaldrons 
certified during the week, and they 
compare together their refpective 
entries of the quantity and of the 
duties. Every quarter a_fimilar 
computation and comparifon 15 
made by both thefe officers, upon 
the amount of the weekly quanti- 
ties certified during the quarter, 
cat up to a total. 

“The eximiner interpofes his 
check upon the collector once a 

varter, ‘This officer receives from 
the collector his quarter book, from 
the coaft collector a quarterly lift 
of the coul thips, and from the coal 
meters, from time to time, a dupli- 
cate of the certificates. Thus fur- 
nifhed with the quantity of couls 
dclivered during the quarter, by 
computing the duties upon that 
quantity he checks the com putation 
and receipt of the collector. 

“The difficulty arifing from the 
variety and intricacy of the rules of 
Computation, renders the interpo- 
fition of checks neceffary, not only 
ron the receipt of the duties, but 
Kewife upon many of the pay- 
mehts, particularly the payment of 


the drawbacks. An egtry for ex- 
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portation; of goods entitled 16 a 
draw buck, frequently comprehendg 
a variety of articles, fometimes 2¢ 
in nuhber, imporred by the tame 
or differené merchants, at the famé 


‘or difference times, to be exported 1 


the fume or different places. Uport 
fome of them all the dutiés, upon 
others portious only of the duties 
paid, are drawn back; and fome- 
times different portions of different 
duties upon the fame article, parts 
ot which have been impyrted at dif 
ferent periods, and the drawback 
upon that fpecics varied by the le- 
giflarure im the intervening time > 
every one of thefe circumflances 
requires a different rule of computa» 
won. 

‘© Debentures, whether for a 
drawback or a bounty, undergo a 
variety of formalities aod examina. 
tions, and muft have a ndinber of fics 
nitures to render them complete ¢ 
they are mace out by the collector 
outwards ; the one froma certificate, 
ligned by the cierk of the certifi 
cates, that the duties under thee 
feveral branches, upon the articles 
entered for exportation therein enu- 
merated, have been paid ; the other 
from the bond given by the merchant 
for the’ exportation of the goods 
fpecifed in the entry. The goods 
ou which either a drawback or the 
bounty is computed, are thofe cers 
tified by the fearchers to have been 
actually fhipyed.—On a debenture 
for a drawback, the duties to be 
paid back, upon every branch, are 
computed, and endorfed in figures, 
by the clerk of the rates. The 
controller checks this. computae 
tion. Theexaminer computes, and 
inferts then in figures upon the 
back of the debenture, with the 
titles of the branches, and the a. 
mount in words at length.—On a 
debenture for the, bounty, the col. 
Icétor outwards computes, and en. 


«rs, 
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ters, at different times, the feveral 

branches, and the amount in fi- 

gures and in words at iength. The 

controller, furveyor, and furveyor 

general, fucceflively check this 
tation. 3 

“+ Certificates of over entries and 

@amages, entitle the merchant to 
ve back a proportion of the 
feveral duties he has paid upon the 
entry ; and confequently the com- 
putation of this proportion is fimilar 
tothat of the duties themfelves. 

*¢ The portage is an allawance to 
the matter of a veffel, in confidera- 
tion of bis having made a juft re- 

rt of his cargo, of a certain fum, 

in fome cafes of 6s. 8d. in others of 
3038. per cent. upon the amount of 
that branch called cuftoms, arifing 
from his cargo: it is paid to him 
wpon his requifition. From hence 
it appears, that to all thefe pay- 
ments feme computation 13 necef- 
fary, diftinguifhed only by the dif- 
ferent degrees of labour and diffi- 
culty attending ir. 
_ The duties being thus collet- 
ed, and the computation and re- 
ceipt checked, by officers appointed 
to that fervice, they are paid by the 
colleétors and receivers themfelves, 
or by their direction, into the trea- 
fury ; that is, the office of the re- 
ceiver gencral. 

“The receiver of the grand re- 
ceipt is dire&ed by his deputation, 
to pay to the rectiver general the 
money he fhall coi..ct each day ; 
and, at the end of every quarter, 
to balance as near as poflible, the 
accounts of all the money he fhall 
have received during the quarter, 
by placing it to the ‘everal funds to 
which it thall be applicable, All 


the.collectors and receivers ought 
to pay into the treafury the duties 
they collect during the day, referv. 
ing Only fo much as they have rea. 
fon to believe will be foon demand. 
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ed.of them on account of 
oie The ufual time ot uae 
or fhutting up the treafury ; 
o'clock $ but the receiver, for he 
accommodation of the merc 
ftays at his office, and continues jg 
tlre receipt of duties, beyond that 
hours Every day, juft before the 
treafury fhuts, he pays in nearly the 
amount of the duties he has col. 
lected during the day, and the re 
mains of the preceding day, retaip. 
ing a fum fufficient to anfwer the 
payments he expects to be called 
upon to difcharge. The fum re. 
ceived in the day by the collettor 
outwards, not being confiderable, 
he makes no daily payments to the 
receiver general ; but at the end of 
the week he pays, in one catire 
fum, as near as may be, the amount 
of his colletion during the week. 
“¢ The payments made to the re. 
ceiver general, by the collectors 
outwards, and coaft-wife, are of 
cafh only. Thofe made by the re. 
ceivers inwards confift of cath, and 
debentures for drawbacks and boun- 
ties. Some of thefe debentures, be- 
ing paid by the receivers to the 
merchants out of the duties ‘they 
have collected, are delivered in te 
the receiver general as a part of 
thofe duties ; others of them are 
taken by the receiver of the grand 
receipt from the Eait India com- 
pany, in difcharge of certain duties, 
The merchant, having purchafed 
from the company, and exported, 
goods entitled to a drawback, pro- 
cures a debenture for that draw- 
back, and pays it to the company 
- part of his purchafe money, 
The compan it ro the receiver, 
on sentenl ub tthe duties they owe 
for thofe goods, and which are fe. 
cured by their bond. This deben- 
ture, being accepted by the receiver 
as cath, is paid in as cafh to the 
treafury. The 
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receipt we have been de- 
a” is of duties paid upon the 
; but there are two f{pecies of 
(exclufive of coals, deferibed 

) the duties on which are not 


: the entry, but fecured by 
tegen are, Eadt, India goods, 
. Eaft India company, for 

of their fhips, enter into 
ek, in 4 to fecure 
the payment of rhe duties ; one for 
the rated duties, payable within 
qwelve months, by equal half year- 
payments; another for the un- 
rated duties ; a third for the fifteen 
cent. on muflins; and a fourth 
fr the ten per cent. on callicoes. 
Thefe three laft are payable within 
fated periods from the time the 
goods are fold. The bonds for the 
rated duties are left with the re- 
ceiver of the grand receipt. After 
the goods are landed, the furveyor 
af the Eaft India company’s ware- 
houfes fends to him a warrant, de- 
feribing the goods, and figned by 
eight officers: the company fend 
bim the fix bills: the duties are 
computed upon the warrant and 
bills, and pafs the checks in the u- 
fual manner. The receiver enters 
thefe bonded duties in a feparate ac- 
count in his cafh book, under their 
t branches, and charges him- 

elf with them in his weekly ab- 
fira@, under the head of bonds 
charged: they are caft up to torals, 
and examined with the correfpon- 
dent account of the checks, in the 
fame manner as the duties received. 
As the complete moieties of thefe 
duties are paid to the receiver, his 
cafh account is charged with them, 
and his bonded account difcharged ; 
aod when he has received the whole 
os duties he delivers up the 


* The. bonds for the unrated du-. 


ties “ delivered to the colleétor in- 
1757+ 
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wards. The meafure of thefe du 
ties being afcertained by the fale, 
the goods are entered upon the ware 
rants and bills; and the duties com- 
puted and entered in the ufual man- 
ner, and paid to the receiver. And 
upon the certificates of the coms 
puter and comptroller, that all the 
= contained in the warrant have 
en fold, and the duties brought 
to account in the kings books, the 
collector delivers up the bond, 

*¢ The tobacco bonds are taken 
by the receiver of the plantation 
duties, but nor until after the quan- 
tity of tobacco has been entered up- 
on the warrant and bills, and the 
duties computed and entered in the 
ufual manner, The bonds are ther 
given for double the amount of the 
duties, and the branches are enter- 
ed in the margin of the bond. 
The comptroller witneffes the exe- 
cution, and enters the branches of 
the duties in his book. ‘The re- 
ceiver charges himfelf with them, 
under their feveral branches, in his 
account of bonds charged. Every 
month he delivers all thefe bonds to 
the receiver general, and difcharges 
his account of bonds. 

“This bonded account is thus 
transferred to the receiver general ; 
who charges himfelf with the num- 
ber of bonds delivered to him, and 
with the amount of the duties fe- 
cured by them. As thefe duties 
are paid to him, he enters them in 
his cafh account, difcharges his 
bonded account, and delivers up the 
bonds. 

‘* The payments into the trea- 
fury are the only payments made 
by the collefors outwards and coaft- 
wife. The three receivers inwards 
make other payments out of the du- 
ties they collect. They all pay 
thofe debentures, which they de- 
liver a8 cafh to the receiver gene- 


ral: and the receiver of the grand 
(1) receipt 
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receipt pays other debentures, which 
he does not deliver to the receiver 
general; and the receiver of the 
wine duties pays impreft orders ; 
both of which are produced by 
them, and allowed as vouchers in 
their difcharge, in the accounts 
they feverally pafs with the comp- 
troller general. 

«* Thete daily payments are pay- 
ments on account of the duties; 
but atthe end of the week, every 
colleétor and receiver pays into the 
treafury the whole, or nearly the 
whole, of the duties then remaining 
in his hands, and at the fame time 
delivers to the receiver general an 
appropriation or arrangement of all 
duties he has paid in dufing the 
week, under feparate and diftiné 
heads or branches of duties. This 
appropriation is grounded upon the 
acts of parliament that impofe the 
duties. ——As the legiilature have 
from time to time, for the increafe 
or improvement of this revenue, 
either felected new objects, or laid 
additional duties upon the objeéts of 
former aéis, they have directed, in 
many of the acts, diftinct accounts 
to be kept of the duties to arife from 
each ad, by the officers both of the 
cuftom and of the receipt of his 
majefty’s exchequer; and, where 
the acts have been filent as to this 
diftingtion, yet thefe officers have 
kept the accounts feparate. Hence 
the cufloms have, in procefs of 
time, branched out into the variery 
of heads, to which, as they arofe, 
the officers of the cuftoms have 
given titles, expreffive, in general, 
either of the date, fubject matter, 
defign, of rate ef the duty. 

‘¢ The number of branches now 
fubfifting, in the port of London 
and the out ports, is fixty-eight; 
of which the department inwards 
comprehends fifty-three. Of duties 
expired, but of which the accounts 
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are ftill open, and rendered ¢ 
year, by the comptroller general, 
to the auditor of the impreft there 
vo pip and five. 
called the plantation duties; ; 
one hundred, belch 

“It isin confequence of the fe. 
veral acts, thar the duties are enter. 
ed in diftinét fums upon the war. 
rants, cockets, and bills; and jy 
columus, under feparate heads, in 
the cath books of the colleétors, re. 
ceivers, and checks, : 

** As the fame accounts muf he 
diftinguifhed in the receipt of the 
exchequer, the officers in that de. 
partment muft receive the appropri. 
tion from the receiver general ; he 
muft receive it from thofe who cok 
lect the duties, and pay them to 
him. The cafh books of every col- 
le€tor and receiver contain an ace 
count of the amount of the dail 
and weekly receipts, actually ap. 
propriated under their _ proper 
branches; and his weekly appro 
priation, given to-the receiver gene- 
ral, fhould contain the net furplus 
of his receipt above his payments in 
each branch: but the payments 
made by the receiver general, out 
of the different branches, occafion a 
deviation from this appropriation, 
He mikes up his account at the end 
of every weck, and pays his ba- 
lance into the exchequer. The on 
ly appropriated fums he receives, 
in the courfe of the week are, the 
collections from the out ports, and 
the payments on bonds; but he is 
continually, either purfuant to ore 
ders, or in the ufual courfe of bufi- 
nefs, making payments out of cef- 
tain branches, without a poffibility 
ot knowing, at the ume, whether 
the receipt upon thofe branches 
will, at the end of the week, be fuf- 
ficient to balamce the payments* 
this occafions frequent over-pay* 


ments in various branches. It ~ 
the 
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in the office of the re- 
ey Aly and neceffary to 
t conftant confufion in his 
gcoounts, not to permit any branch 
ia his weekly account to be over- 
paid: to prevent it, therefore at the 
ead of the week, after he has caft up 
his receipts and os wees upon 
every branch, he delivers to the 
receivers inwards, and fometimes to 
the collector outwards, a lift of all 
the branches overpaid, and what 
fyms of the receipt ot the week he 
wants to have appropriated under 
thofe branches: on the {mall un- 
udtive branches he requires the 
exact balances; on the productive 
branches, cotire fums, rather more 
than the balances. The receiver 
delivers in to him an appropriation 
of ail the duties paid by him into 
the treafury during the week, fgn- 
ed by him, and examined and a- 
greed by a clerk in the office of the 
wceiver general. In this appro- 
priation he gives him the fums un- 
der the branches he has required, 
and appropriates the refidue among 
the other branches. As the du- 
ties fo appropriated, at the wrt 
the receiver general, muit be 
taken from other branches, the re- 
ctiver endeavours, in the appropria- 
tion of the next weeh’s receipt, to 
reltore theje loans of the preceding 
week, from the branches to which 
they had been added, to thofe 
whence they were taken. 
_“ The receiver general does not 
loterfere in the appropriation of the 
coal duties; for, debentures for 
drawbacks, and certain falaries, be- 
ing the only payments made out of 
them by the receiver general, the 
receipt in every branch always ex- 
ceeds the payments. Upon the laft 


day of every week, the receiver ge- 
weral makes out four accounts, or 
certificates. One of them contains 
the furpluiles of his receipts, above 
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his payments, in every branch, dur- 
ing the weck, purfuing the appro- 
priation delivered to him by the 
collectors and receivers. On the 
fucceeding Wednefday he delivers 
this certificate, and pays intothe ex 
chequer the amount of thefe fur« 
pluties, The other three contain, 
each of them the amount of the 
duties received by him, during the 
week, frem ail the collectors and 
receivers in the port of London, and 
at the eut ports, under each branch, 
according to the appropriation of 
the collectors and receivers; and 
the amount of the payments made 
by him in each branch, and the 
furpluffes of each branch to be paid 
by him into the exchequer. He 
figns thete certificates, and fends 
them, one to the lords commifiion- 
ers of his majefly’s treafury, one to 
the commifhoners of the cuttoms, 
and the third to the fupervifor of 
his receipts and payments. 

“ Every week, every collector 
and receiver makes out an accourt 
of his receipts and payments dur- 
ing the weck. ‘The receipts are 
the totals of each branch of the du- 
tics received in the week, as entered 
trom the warrants, cait to one total, 
which is the amount of the receipt 
of the week. The payments are 
the fums paid during the week into 
the treafury; which fums, in the 
accounts of the three receivers ine 
wards, conlift of cafh, and deben- 
tures paid as caih: but the account 
of the laft week of the quarter, of 
the receiver of the grand receipt, 
contains alfo the amount of thofe 
debentures which he has paid dur- 
ing the quarter, and not delivered 
to the receiver general; and the 
account of the receiver of the wine 
duties, includes the imprett ore 
ders he has paid during the week, 
The payments to the receiver gene- 
tal are appropriated, in all thefe 
(I 2) ac. 
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accounts, in the fame — 
the appropriation papers delivere 
to him by the collectors and re- 


ceivers. 

_ **The debentures paid by the re- 
ceiver of the g receipt, and 
not delivered to the receiver gene- 
ral, are pafled every quarter with 
the controller ral, and appro- 
priated under thofe branches out of 
which they were paid. 

‘* The impreft orders, paid by 
the receiver of the wine duties, 
are pafled once a year with the 
controller general ; they are much 
the greateft part of them, paid out 
of one branch only, the impoft on 
wine and vinegar; and, confe- 
quently, appropriated under that 
branch, ‘Thefe debentures, and 
impreft orders, are fent, with the 
accounts, to the controller gene- 
ral, as vouchers for thofe pay- 
ments. 

‘¢ The collector outwards, pay- 
ing his receipt only once a week, 
upon the laft working day, into the 
treafury, general!y appropriates the 
fum he pays in, to one branch only, 
and to that branch which has pro- 
duced to him the greateft portion 
of duties: in his weekly account, 
he appropriates this fum to the fame 
branch under which he has paid it 
in to the receiver general. 

** It has been ufual for thefe col- 
lectors and receivers, in the lait 
week of every quarter, to appro- 
priate the receipt of that week a- 
mong the branches, in fuch propor- 
tions as to bring the receipts and 
payments, under each branch, as 
near as pofhble to a balance; but 
the great increafe lately in the num- 
ber of branches, has delayed the 
completion of this part of their bu- 
finets, The weekly account and 
duplicate are both figned by the 
collector or receiver, as vouching 
both fides of the account, and fent 
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to, his controller, and to fume 8; 
ther of his checks: they Compare 
the receipt fide with the correfpond. 
ent accounts in their own books 
and fign both the account and dy. 
plicute, us vouching the truth of the 
receipty but not of the payments, 
The account is fent to the cog. 
troller general, and the duplicate to 
the fupervifor of the receiver gene. 
ral’s receipts and payments. This 
lat officer, being thus pofleffed of 
the weekly certificates of the re. 
ceiver general, and of the dupli. 
cates of the weekly accounts of the 
collectors and reeeivers, by compar. 
ing the receipts admitted in the cer- 
tificates, with the payments fated 
in the duplicates, knows, with cer 
tainty, the amount of the payments 
into the treafury, from the port of 
London, during the week; and 
fees that the receiver general has 
charged himfelf with that amount; 
he is a cheek likewife upon the 
bonded account‘ of the receiver ge- 
neral, and upon the depofits made, 
and the intereft due on the bonds, 
‘¢ The receiver of the plantation 
duties, at the time he delivers the 
tobacco bonds to the receiver gene. 
ral, fends to the fupervifor a {chee 
dule of them, figned by his con- 
troller, The receiver gencral fends 
to him the bonds themfelves. He 
compares them with the fchedules, 
enters them in his account, and re- 
turns them to the receiver general. 
As thefe bonds are difcharged, the 
receiver general certifies to him the 
cath he receives, and ov what bonds. 
Where a merchant makes a depofit 
with the receiver general in part 
difcharge of his bond, he brings the 
receipt of the receiver general for 
that depofit, to be regiftered by the 
fupervifor, before he pays it to the 
receiver general ; and where itr 
reft becomes due on a bond, the fu- 


pervifor calculates and enters it be 
fore 
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+. te paid into the treafury ; 
© e abahally, the fupervifor ex- 
amines the bonds remaining In the 
cuftody of the receiver general, in 
erder to be fatisfied that he pofleffes 
che number be ftands charged with. 

“ Upon the remaining duties 
{hat come to the hands of the re- 
ceiver general, namely the collec- 
tions at the Out ports, in the plan- 
tations, and in Scotland, the fuper- 
yifor is no check: mo account of 
them is tranfmitred to him. To 
watch the receipt of thefe duties, 1s 
the province of the controller ge- 
neral. When thefe collectors remit 
to the receiver general, their ref- 
pective controllers fend to the 
controller general accounts of 
thofe remittances. The weekly 
certificates of the receiver general, 
fent to the controller general from 
the board, fhew how far he has 
charged himfelf with thofe remit- 
tances. 

“The payments by the receiver 
general are, fums due upon deben- 
tures, certificates, portage bills, and 
the eftablifhments'; fums in purfu- 
ance of treafaury warrants, or orders 
of the commiffioners of the cuftoms ; 
and the furpluffes into the exche- 
quer. The fupervifor examines 
them all, The receiver general 
fends to him every day, thofe books 
which contain the entries of the de- 
bentures, certificates, and portage 
bills, which he has paid the pye- 
ceding day. The fupervifor co- 
pies thefe entries ; and every Satur- 
day two clerks in each office com- 
pare the entries in both their books 
with the inftruments themfelves ; 
and if they correfpond, and have 
their proper acquittances, thefe 
vouchers are cancelled (by ftriking 
an iron, particularly pointed, 


through them) and left with the 
receiver general.—Copies of the 
chablitiments are fent by the board 
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to this office; and where a payment 
1s directed by a patent, coniticution, 
or treafury warrant, thofe inftru- 
ments are there entered, The fu- 
pervifor, generally, every quarter, 
compares the entries of thefe kinds 
of payments in the weekly certifi- 
cates, with the vouchers, and with 
the eftablithments and entries of the 
authorities in the office, and figns 
his name to each voucher as a cere 
tificate to the auditors of the im- 
preft that he has examined it. He 
examines the tallies from time to 
time, with the furpluffes ftated in 
the weekly certificates to hare been 
paid into the exchequer, and figns 
and returns them fo ‘thé receiver 
general. The receipts and pay- 
ments of the receiver genetal being 
thus checked, and the vouchers for 
his payments all returned to him, 
examined and authenticated by 
officers appointed to that fers 
vice, he draws up his annual ac- 
count, and tranfmits it with the 
vouchers to the auditor of the im- 
preft. 

** Such is the progrefé of the cuf- 
tom duties in the port of London, 
and in this manner are the accounts 
of them kept. The fame rules are 
purfued at the out ports, as far as 
the difference of circumftances will 
admit. 

«+ Every out port hasa colleétor, 
a cuftomer, and a controller: the 
coflector computes, receives, and 
keeps an account of all the duties. 
The othermwo are intended as 
checks upon’ him, and are equally 
bound to make the computations 
and to keep the fame accounts, ¢x- 
cept in the inftance of the duties on 
coals coafiwife, which are not with- 
in the province of the cuftomer; 
for the legiflature has intrufted the 
management of thofe duties entirely . 
and peculiarly to the commiffioners 
of the cuftoms: they are collected 
(13) and 
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and controlled by the fpecial ap- 
pointment of that board, and nor, 
as the other duties, by virtue of the 
warrant of the treafury ; and there- 
fore fometimes the coal and other 
duties are both collected and con- 
trolled by different perfons. 

“Among the duties paid upoa 
coals at the our ports, we found a 
duty paid at Neweaftle, and not 
brough: to the account of the public. 
Not being able to procure, reacily, 
other means of, iptormation relative 
to this duty, we appl ed to fir Black- 
ftone Conyers, bart. collector of 
the cuftoms at the port of Neweal- 
tle; who informed us, by letter, 
that the duty we inquired afier is 
1s. per chaldron, by the Newcatile 
meafure, paid by the fitter, on ac- 
count of the purchafer of the coals, 
at the time of clearing the thipcoaft- 
wile. This duty, as well as the 
prifage and AS has, as we 
apprehend, been long fince granted 
away from the crown. 

** The accounts of the our port 
collectors are examined by three 
officers at the cultom houte in Lon- 
don; the examiner, the furveyor, 
and the infpector of the out port 
collectors accounts; each of whom 
has a feparate departincnt in this 
examination. 

“* Every out port collefor tranf- 
mits to the board three accounss ; 
a monthly, a quarterly, and aa 
annual account. The monthly ac- 
count is an abftract of all his ree 
ceipts and payments uring | the 
month, ‘This being a cafh account, 
flews the balance remaining in his 
hands at the end of every month, 
The controjler gencral extracts the 
balances from thefe abftracts, and 
tranfmits Them to the board; who 
Jend them to the lords commiffioners 
of the treafury, The annual ac- 
count is an abjtract of his receip:s 
and payments during the year; 








PAPER §, 


this is of ufe to the controller 

ral; it afhits him in adjutting the 
account he keeps in his books of 
the fame period. Both thefe ac. 
counts ae ligned by the controller, 

* The quarie:ly account is the 
fubject of examination, A \uarter 
bovk is tranfmitred to the board, by 
every Out port collector, eve 
quarter. It contains all the tranf. 
actions of the quarter, both as to 
the receipts and paymenis, except 
the remittances to the recciver gts 
neral: u ftates the circumftances of 
every entry, andthe dutes arifing 
from it, ranged under their proper 
branches; together with every pay- 
ment, placed under fome head of 
duty: and with it are fent upall 
the vouchers for the payments, 
The cuftomer and controller each 
fends up a fimilar, quarter book, 
The examiner takes the colleétor’s 
quarter book, with the debentures, 
certificates, and portage bills. Tue 
furveyar has the quarter books of 
the cuftemer and contoller. The 
account of the payments of falaries 
and incidents with the vouchers for 
thofe paymen g, is feut to the’ ia 
{pector. 

‘© There are four of thele exa 
miners. ‘The out ports are divided 
into four clafles. Each examiner 
takes a clafs ; aud every quarter be 
takes a different clafs, bv regular 
rotation ; fo that every cxeminer, 
in the courfe of the year, examines 
one quarterly account of every out 
port, This officer is acheck, upon 
the computation and appropriation 
of the duties: he examines and fees 
that every duty received, and every 
driwback, bounty, allowance, of 
portage bill paid, is accurately com- 
penne and placed to its proper 
ranch; the errors, which are very 
frequent, he corrects, and {ur- 
charges the collector with any 6% 
ficiency; he caits up the totals, 
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‘s initials upon the inftru- 
mv at the Foot of the quar- 
ter book, forms an abftract, com- 
poted, of the totals of the receipts 
inder each branch. Hie. SON this 
ab#tract, and delivers the quarter 
book to the furveyor, and the 
youchers to the infpector : upon re- 
ceiving back the quarter book trom 
the furveyor, he tends it ro the con- 
troller general. The furveyor, be- 
ing thus pofleffed,of the three quar- 
ter books, it is his province to com- 
pare them. He pays little attention 
to the accountiof the cuftomer; for 
in all the out ports, except five“or 
fix, the colleétor himfelf is the de- 
puty cuftomer, and fends up, 
though not very regularly, a quate 
ter book in each capacity. The 
furveyor depends upon the account 
of the controller, as the check upon 
that of the collector. If he finds, 
upon comparing them, that they 
agree, he figns, at the foot of the 
collector’s quarter book, the ab- 
ftract of the examiner, and returns 
the book to him: if they do not 
agree, he marks the differences in 
the margin of the controller’s quar- 
ter book ; which, with chat of the 
cultomer, is depofited in this office. 

The out port collefor, gence 
rally, every quarter, fends to rhe 
board a preparatory account of ins 
Cidents, incurred at his port, with 
the bills themfelves. Thefe bills 
are reterred to the proper officers 
for their examination and report ; 
in confequence of which, the board 
ive their orders to the colleétor and 
controller for the payment of them, 
The infpeStor reccives, either from 
the board or the colle@or, a quar- 
terly account of his payments for 
falaries and incidents during the 
quarter, {worn to by him before his 
controller, and figned by both of 
them, With this account he ree 
scives the eftablifiment, and the 
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vouchers for all the payments. He 
compares the entries of the pay- 
ments in the account with the 
vouchers. He examines the for- 
mality of the voucher, and fees that 
it iy warranted by the proper autho- 
rity, that is, the eflablifhment. or 
order of the board. Having receiv- 
ed from the examiner the deben- 
tures, certificates, and portage bills, 
he enters them, with all the otber 
payments, in his books, and deli- 
vers the account, with all> the 
vouchers, to the controller general. 
This officer, being thus pofleffor of 
comp.ete accounts of the receipts and 
payments, with the vouchers of all 
the colleéturs, both in London and 
at the out ports, examined and 
checked by officers appointed. for 
that purpofe, makes up from thefe 
materials his annual account, und 
tranfmits it, with the fame mate- 
rials, and with the vouchers, ‘to the 
auditor of the imprett. 

‘“ Befides the dunes we have 
been defcribing, there is another 
fource of revenue accruing to the 
crown from the cuftoms, the pro- 
duce of which is cafual, and of a 
kind different from the reft; names 
ly, the fines and forfeitures. Thefe 
are the fhares, vefied in the crown 
by the feveral acts of parliament, 
of the penalries ase 9 offend- 
ers againit thofe laws, and of the 
money produced by the fale, either 
of goods condemned after feizure, 
or of goods liable to be fold under 
other circumilances. 

‘+ A knowledge of the manner ia 
which this branch of the bufinets is 
conducted, is conveyed to us in the 
examinations of William Sules, ef. 
fecretary to the cuftoms ; Mr. Wil- 
liam Cooper, folicitor of the cuf- 
toms for the northern ports of Eng- 
land and Wales; Mr. Thomas 
Chauntrell, deputy receiver of fines 
and forfeitures for London; Mr. 
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William Williams, chief clerk to 
the receiver of fines and forfeitures 
for: the out ports; and Mr. John 
Baftin, firft clerk to Bboy res 
of ; receipts. Thefe fines an 
poe ae aa debved by various 
rfons. “There are four folicitors 
or the cuftoms: one for London 
and the weflern ports ; one for the 
northern ports; another for bonds 
and criminal profecutions ; and a- 
nother for coaft bonds. ‘The two 
firft of thefe, who are the principal, 
receive fines, and fums atiling from 
the compromife or compofition ef 
feizures, and the value at which 
feizures are appraifed, when deli- 
vered upon fecurify to anfwer the 
value in cafe of condemnation. 
Some of thefe receipts contain the 
fhares of the crown only; others, 
the fhares of the crown and officers ; 
others, the law charges likewife, 
The folicitors pay the fhares accru- 
ing to the crown into the exche- 
quer, cither of courfe, or purfuant 
to warrants of the treafury. “They 
deduct the law’ charges, and pay 
the fhares of the? officers in confe- 
quence of the orders of the commif- 
fioners of the cuftoms;. and thus 
thefe officers become accountable to 
the public. Their accounts are 
patied by an officer in the cuftoms, 
called the auditor of the folicitor’s 
accounts. Every year the foli- 
citor delivers to him an account of 
his receipts and payments dusing 
the year, withthe vouchers. This 
auditor checks the receipts by the 
orders of the board direéting thefe 
payments into his hands. The 
vouchers for the payments are the 
tallies and orders of the board, with 
the receipts annexed, The auditor, 
after examination, figns and certi- 
fies to the truth of the account. It 
is then laid before the board, and 
returned to the folicitor, who keeps 
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it with the vouchers in hj 

Office. Pins 
© Other of the fines, and the 
tnpe of the feizures, are received 
y other officers. 

“Where goods ac to be fold, 
the fail is by public avétion, and 
conducted, if in London, by the 
warehoufe-keeper, and the money 
is paid to the ‘receiver of fines and 
forteitures for London; if at the 
out ports, by the collector and con. 
troller, and the money is paid to the 
collector. Notes of the feizure, in 
each cafe, are entered in the othce 
of the accountant of petty receipts, 

** In London, four officers, the 
warehoufe-keeper, the furveyor of 
the warchoufes, receiver of fines 
and forfeitures for London, and the 
controller, make up and fign an ace 
count of the fale; which contains 
among other things, the fum each 
article or lot is fold for. Three 
landing furveyors, who have attend: 
ed the fale, make out the like ac- 
count as a check. Both thefe ac- 
counts are laid before the board, 
and by them tranfmitted to the ac- 
countant of petty receipts. This 
officer from thence makes out an 
account, in which he divides the 
amount of the fales into the charges 
of condemnation and fale, and the 
fhares of the crown and of the offi- 
cers. The board, upon fecing this 
account, direét the payment of the 
charges and of the fhares to the 
officers. The receiver retains the 
fhare of the crown, to await the 
orders of the board. At an ovt 
port the colleétor and concroller 
make this divifion of the produce of 
the fales, and pay of courfe the 
charges and fhares of the offices 
at the out port, and remit the fhares 
of the crown, and of thofe officers 
why are to be paid in London, to the 


receiver of fines and forfeitures i 
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the out ports. ‘Thefe remittances 


are eptered in the office of the~ac- 


of petty receipts. 

bey pane of the crown, in 
the hands of thefe receivers, are lie 
able 10 the payments of falaries, in- 
cdests and imprefts, purfuant to 
the orders of the board; and the 
furplus is to be paid into the ex- 

vet. The board frequently 
call for the balance in the hands of 
the receiver for London; and the 
accountant of petty receipt:, from 
time 10 time, ftates to them that 
balance, and fuggefls how much of 
it may be paid into the exchequer, 
The board direc the payment to 
be made within three days; and 
the receiver, within= three days 
after, produces his tally to the ac- 
countant of petty receipts. The 
receiver for the out ports, every 
fortnight, makes out an account of 
the call in his hands, and lays it 
before the board, who order the 
payments to the officers, He is di- 
rected by his inftruétions to pay 
every fortnight, into the exche- 
quet, the money then in his hands 
on account of the crown ; but with- 
inthefe two years, all the payments, 
which had been betore ufually made 
by the paymatter of incidents, have 
been fince made by this receiver ; 
and thefe payments have not only 
éxhaufted the {hares of ‘the crown, 
but rendered applications for im- 
prefls neceflary, in’ order to dif- 
charge them. The accounts of 
both thefe receivers, and of the col- 
lettors at the out ports, as far as re- 
lates to the produce of feizures, are 
pafled by the accountant of petty re- 
ceipts. 

“ The receiver for London paftes 
an account of every fale. He pro- 
duces to the accountant his book, 
containing all his receipts and pay- 
ments relative to that fale, and the 

ce of his cafh account, with 
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the vouchers for all the payments, 
except the tallies, which he has 
produced before. The notes of 


‘feizuré having been entered in ‘this 


office, and the two accounts of the 
fale tran{ nitted to, and the divifion 
of the amount made by this officer, 
he is enabled to check the reeti 
fide of this account; and by t 
vouchers, which are the orders of 
the commiflioners, with the receipts 
annexed, he checks the yments. 
He marks every entry in the account 
with his initials, retains the book 
and vouchers, and gives the receiv- 
er an acquittance for them, 

‘© The accounts of the receiver 
for the out ports undergo a double 
examination. Oneaccount is made 
out every fortnight. ‘The account- 
ant, after examination, certifies to 
the truth of it, and lays it before the 
board. The other, which is the 
final account is made out~ every 
quartet, and comprehends all «the 
receipts and payments of the quar. 
ter. The receipts are checked by 
the entries of the remittances from 
the colle€tors at the out ports. The 
payments are compared with thé 
vouchers, which are the orders of 
the commiffioners, and receipts ane 
nexed, . The accountant retains the 
vouchers, but delivers back the ac. 
count to the receiver. The col. 
lector and controller at an out port 
fend up to this office, every quar- 
ter, a flate of the fales, and“of the 
receipts and payments during the 
quarter, with the vouchers for the 
payments. The accountant relies 
in a great meafure, for the truth of 
the account, upon the fignature of 
the controller appearing upon the 
face of it. He examines the orders 
and receipts, with the entries of the 
payments, and keeps both the ac- 
count and vouchers in his office. 

«© Thus have we endeavoured to 
trace the cuitom duty from the mers 
chant 
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chant into the receipt of the exche- 
quer, and the accounts of this 
‘revenue from the entry upon the 
warrant into the office of the audi. 
sor of the imprett. 

« It remains for us to obey the 
jvjuétions of the legillarure, by fub- 
‘mitting to the wifdom of parlia- 
ment fuch matter of obfervarion 
and regulation as refults from this 

ulry. 
ar We do not fiad that the public 
profit from the examination given 
by the auditor of the impreit to the 
accounts of this office of receipt, 
more than they appear to have pro- 
fited by the like examination given 
to thofe of the offices of expendi- 
ture, which have been under our 
confideration. The nation acquires 
from thence no additional fecuriry 
againft errors, mifapplicaion, or 
fraud, ciher in the colleion or 
management of theirrevenue. The 
auditor admits the charge, both 
upon the receiver general and con- 
troller general, juit as he receives it 
from the controller general, with- 
out avy examination of his own, 
except the mere callings. He al- 
lows the difcharge upon ghe produc- 
tion of the authorincs and vouchers. 
He admits the vouchers upon the 
fignarure or allowance of the com- 
milli ners, or the certificate of the 
contiolkr general; and ail thefe 
vouchers have undergone a pres lous 
examination in various departments 
of the cufloms. Of the formaliues 
of many of them the auditor can 
form vojudgmen’. He isa flranger 
to thofe objecis in which the public 
are the moit material y interefted ; 
the receipt of the duties, the com- 
putation beth in the receipts and 
payments, and the proprity and 
reafonablenefs of the various 
charges of management. For the 
truth of all thefe the public mutt 
fill rely, as the auditor himfelf 
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does, upon the accuracy of the com. 
puters and checks, and y 
fidelity and judgment wi rout 

1, At With which 
the authority is exercifed that diredt 
the payments, jut as if no fuch 
office exifled as that of auditor of 
the impreft; and, therefore . 
are of opinion, that the interpef. 
tion of the auditor of impreg . 
the accounts of the cuftom. is af 
lefs, and ought to be difcontinued . 
and that the condition of the fivan. 
ces of this country requires, that 
the annual expence of 1,528 in. 
curred by paifling thefe accounts, 
ought, for the future, to be faved 
to the public. 

* We do not fay that the exg 
minaticn at prefent given to thefe 
accounts, in the othce of the cut 
toms, is fufficient for the public fe- 
curity and fatistaction. Hadacom. 
plete check exifted in this office, it 
would have been difficult, without 
the moft reprehentible negligence, 
for any part of the duties to hae 
been diverted in its paflage into the 
exchequer, or to have been detain. 
ed for any time from the publie fer- 
vice. But we are at liberty to fay, 
that if a check, iconic with 
and independent of the office of the 
cuftoms, is effential to the public 
fecurity, anew office muft be creat. 
ed, or new powers given, for that 
purpofe ; for the auditor of the 
inprett is not that officer. 

“¢ Tt appears, in our eighth re 
port, that the accounts of the ex- 
cife duties are audited ina depart- 
ment of the excife office. Thecom- 
miffioners themfelves are account- 
ants. The auditor examines, draws 
up in the exchequer forms, and 
paffes the accounts through the of- 
fices of the treafury and exchequer. 
We know of no difinion that rene 
ders this mode of audit elegible in 
the excife, and incligible in the 
cuftoms. 


‘“ The 
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. & The commiffioners of the cuf- 
toms are no accountants. The of- 
fcis! checks are numerous ; and it 
is probable, a fuppreflion of ulelefs, 
and a retrenchment of redundant 
offices, in the management of this 
revenue, may admit of the infticu- 
tion of an audit office, without In- 
creafing the expence ot the public : 
nor is fuch a mode of audit a no- 
yelty in the cuttoms. The accounts 
of the folicitors, and of the two re- 
ceivers of fines and forfeitures, and 
of the collectors of the out ports re- 
lative to the feizures, are all paffed 
by officers of the cuftems. The 
fum of 17,257/. 145. 7d. being the 
amount of the receipts of the foli- 
citors for the cufloms; andthe fum 
of 143,235/ 175. gid. being the 
grofs amount of the feizures for the 
year 1781, were finally audited, the 
one by the auditor of the foliciror’s 
accounts, the other by the account. 
ant of petty receipts, without the 
intervention of the auditor of the 
impreft, and without their being 
pafled through the offices of the 
wreafury and exchequer. 

“ In our examination into the 
cuftom duties paid by the fubject, 
we found two, one on wine, the 
other on coals, not brought to the 
account of the public, but the pro- 
perty ct fubjects, under ancient 
grants fromthecrown. Every duty 
levied upon the fubject, implies a 
right in the public to that duty ; 
and ought, uniformly, to be collec- 
ted by public officers, and applied 
to public purpofes. In regulating, 
varying, or increafing the public 
duties payable upon the article liable 
to the private duty, the private 
night may interfere with that of the 
public; or, fhould it efcape the 
public attention, as it frequen:ly 
may, the legiflative interpofition 
may be attended with confequences 
heither forefecn nor intended, The 
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reafon is not obvious, why the pri- 
fage wine fhould have been exempt. 
ed from a part of the impotts of the 
years 1779 and 1782 laid upon all 
other wines. The prifage matter 
may be confidered as the importer 
of a certain quantity ef wine, fub- 
jet to certain duties, though not 
to all the duties payable by other 
importers. The leviilature, atrens 
tive to the necetlities of the ftate, 
feem to have intended to impofe an 
equal rate of duty upon every ob- 
ject of the cuftoms and excife, with 
fome exceptions. A rate upon the 
priiage wines, equal’to that upon 
other wines, had been ¢/. per cent. 
upon the amount of the duties pay- 
able upon other wines of the fame 
defeription. The conftructive ex- 
emption of the prifage tons from 
this poundage, upon the branches 
to which they were not then liable, 
Operates as a parliamentary grant of 
that poundage to the grantee of the 
prifaye duties, without any appa- 
rent claim to fuch increale; and, 
therefore, we think it would tend 
to uniformity in the collection and 
application of this revenue, facili- 
tate the acts of the legifluture, and 
be of equal benefit, at leatt, to the 
public and the grantees of thefe dus 
ties, were they, by the confent of 
the grantces, to be re-velted in the 
crown tor the pubhe fervices, and 
a reafonable compenfation or clear 
annual fum, fecured by and pay- 
able out of the duties to arife trom 
the fame refpeétive articles, vetted 
in the grantees, under the fame li- 
mitations, in lieu of and as a coms 
mutation for their rights to the 
duties. 

*¢ Having received, from the aus 
ditor ot the impreft, the weekly ac- 
counts of the collectors and receivers 
in the port of London for year 1781, 
bound up in feparate books, upon 
examining the cntries, we found 

that 
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that the receipts and payments of 
each week feidom correfponded. 
We have extracted from thofe books, 
and inferted in the appendix, the 
totals of the weekly receipis, and 
ments of four of them during 
the firft quarter, and of the coliece 
tor outwards during the two firtt 
warters of the year 1731. That 
hie inequality between the receipts 
and payments might be explained 
to us, we examined thofe officers. 
The three receivers inwards, Mr. 
Deacon, Mr. Gyles, and Mr. 
Mucklow, informed us, that the 
credir fide of thefe accounts do not 
contain all the payments they make 
during the week: they both pay 
and detain in their hands fums out 
of the colleétion of the week, which 
are omitted in the week’s account. 
The receiver general takes in, upon 
the day they are paid, none of thofe 
debentures which the receivers pay, 
either late on a Friday, or on a 
Saturday ; and, frequently, deben- 
tures paid earlier in the week can- 
not, without inconvenience to both 
offices, be delivered to him unal 
the fucceeding week, and, confe- 
quently, they cannot be included 
among the fums paid to him in the 
week in which the receiver has dif- 
charged them. 

‘© This receiver of the grand re- 
ceipt is alfo continually paying thofe 
debentures which he psties with the 
controller general, none of which 
are inferted among his weekly pay- 
ments, but all together in the ac- 
count of the laft week of the quar- 
ter. Lach of thefe receivers retains 
likewife, at the end of the week, fo 
much of his colleétion as he thinks 
he fhall want to difcharge fuch de- 
bentures as he expects will foon be 
brought to him for payment. The 
omifhon of thefe payments, and 
fums detained, occafion in all ex- 
cept the lat weeks of the quarter a 

2 


PAPER §, 


confiderable balance o 
fide of the account. —_ necting 
‘* Mr. Dodfon, the depy 

leétor of the duties outwards, = 
us, that, in the ufual courfe of his 
bufinefs, the fum paid in the week 
into the treafury, nearly equals the 
amount of the ‘duties collected in 
that week, but that ufual courfe had 
been interrupted for rather more 
than a year, of which period the 
two firft quartersof the year 178; 
were apart. Abourtheend of May 
1780, he received directions from 
his principal to pay a part of hig 
weekly collection into the hands of 
a banker. From the 3oth of Mg 
to the oth of October following, he 
paid all he collected in each week 
(except a fum paid into the trea. 
fury) into the hands of a banker, 
and placed it there in his own name; 
but drew out no part of it for an 
private purpofe, By the sth of July 
1780, he had drawn out and pai 
into the treafury all he had depotited 
there, except a balance of 2/.18s.0¢, 
This balance increafed by his weekly 
additions, to 1,165/. 10s.; which 
fum he drew out upon the roth of 
Otober, and paid it that day into 
the treafury. From that ume bis 
payments into the banker's were 
changed, from an account in his 
own name, to an account in the 
name of his principal, purfuant to 
his directions. About the end of 
each of the fucceeding quarteis, he 
received from his principal, fums 
which he paid into the treafury, 
reduction of what was due from him 
on account of the duties. The ba- 
lances remaining on the account of 
his principal, at thofe periods, were, 
on the cth of January 1781, 954 
os. 8/.; on the sth of April, 1,290h 
18s. 4d.; and onthe sth of July, 
2,541/. 25. 4d About this ume 


the controller general objected to 


thefe thort payments into the 44 
uly 
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fary, and directed the balance to be 

ding in confequence of which 
- as deputy collector, received 
from his principal, and paid into 
the treafury, between the 5th of 
July and the 28th of September, 
1y950/ leaving at the banker's, on 
the account of his principal, sgt. 
24, 4d, due on account of the du- 
ties; which balance remained un- 

id upon the 28th of January laf, 

has been fince paid to the deputy 
collector, and by hiin into the hands 
of the receiver general; and trom 
hence arofe the great inequality be- 
ween the fum received and the fum 

id into the treafury in each week, 
in the weekly accounts of the col- 
lector of the duties outwards. 

“ From the information of Mr. 
Weflon, the collector of the coal 
duties, and from his books produced 
to us, it appears that the difference 
between his receipts and payments, 
arifes from the difference between the 
depofits taken and the depofits cleared 
by him during the week. He adds 
the fum of the depofits taken, to the 
fum of the dutics received during 
the week. From this amount he 
deducts the fu of depofits cleared, 
and pays the balance into the trea- 
fury, arranged under the proper 
bronches ; and, therefore, the week- 
ly receipt is either greater or lefs than 
the weekly payments, according «s 
the amount of the duties and depo- 
fits taken, is greater or lefs than the 
amount ot the depofits cleared. 

“ We have, in our firft report, 
adopted, as a principle of public 
prudence, as well as benefit, that 
every duty fhould pafs from the fub- 
je into the exchequer without de- 
fe It fhould not be in the power 
Via receiver to detain or divert 
any part of it, under any pretence 
Whatever; and, therefore, there 
Qught to be continually exifting, 
Wherever the nature of the receipt 
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will admit of it, fome power, to 
be frequently and ftrictly exerted, 
of calling for, infpecting, and con- 
trolling the ftate of the cath of every 
perfon intrufted with the receipt of 
public money. 

‘¢ The office of the cuftoms is 
inflituted for the fole purpofe of 
conducting the receipt of a mof 
productive revenue conftantly flow. 
ing in. In every office of receipt 
the collection is the important trutt 
to be anxioutly watched and guard- 
ed; aud yet thefe material officers, 
the collectors and receivers in the 
port of London, are never called 
upon; nor do they ever produce 
any ftate of their cafh, uatil thefe 
annual accounts are ¢xamined, and 
their balance books produced to the 
othce of control. It is true, each 
of them is accurately charged, in 
his weekly account, with all he re- 
ceives. His receipt is completely 
checked, and fo are his payments, 
as far as they are ilated; but there 
is no check upon the payments 
pot ftated, and, confequently, none 
upon the cath remaining in his 
hands unapplied, 

‘* The commiffioners, who are 
the fupreme officers, never fee his 
weckly accounts. ‘They have ng 
knowledge of the ftate of his cath: 
he carries over no balance: each 
week’s account is independenr of, 
avd unconnected with, the accouns 
of either the preceding or fucceed- 
ing week. We do not fay, nor have 
we found reafon to fuggett, that 
any of thefe officers (except in the 
fingle inttance above related) have, 
at any time, withheld, milappled, 
or diverted the duties; but fhould 
any officer, urged by influence, or 
the preflure of his own occafions, 
be induced to divert or delay his 
payments, he may, under colour of 
debentures paid, of which he gives 
no account uutil the lait week of the 

quarter, 
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varter, or of fums referved upon 
expectation, of which he is the fole 
Sales or, even where he has not 
the aid of thefe pretences, be has it 
in his powder, during the receipt 
of many weeks, to accumulate, 
without interruption, a very con- 
fiderable fum, and continue to in- 
creafe that fum, undl the controller 
general, awakened by the appear- 
ance of the declining ftate of the 
revenue, inquires intro the caufe, 
and reciaims the duties; yet not fo 
eftectually, bur that, notwithftand- 
ing his exertions, and annual check 
upon the account he paffes as his 
own, a fum may for years efcape 
his examination, and be kept back 
from the treafury. 

“« ‘To guard againft this mifchief, 
weare of opinion, that the officers 
of receipt in the port of London 
fhould be confined to the receipt of 
the duties only : that the payments 
of all the debentures and imprett 
orders fhould be committed to the 
yeceiver general, and tranfacted in 
a branch of his department. We 
are alfo of opinion, in order to 
enable the commiffioners of the 
cuftoms to exercife a fuperintending 
power over thete collectorsand recei- 
fers, that every collector and recei- 
ver in the port of London fhould, 
upon the firft board day of every 
week, or fuch other day as may be 
deemed mott convenient, lay before 
the commiflioners of his majefty’s 
cuftoms an account containing the 
total fum received, and the total 
fum paid to the receiver general, 
during the week preceding, together 
with the balance remaining in his 
hands at the clofe of the faid 
week. 

“ Cuftom duties are fometimes 
remitted to the receiver general, 
and rett in his bands, for want of 
knowing to what branches they 
ought to be appropriated, until the 
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accounts of the controllers of the 
dutics fo remitted are received 
the controller genersl, We fou 
in the inquiries on which We 
grounded our fecond report, above 
4,000/, under this defcription, jg 
the hands of the receiver general of 
the cuftoms. That thefe duties 
> be appropriated without delay, 
and paid into the exchequer, ye 
are of opinion, that the receiver 
general fhould, at the foot of his 
weekly certificates to the commitix. 
ners of the cuftoms, ftate the fum 
of duties then remaining in his 
hands, end for what reafon they are 
not paid into the reccipt of his 
majefty’s exchequer : and fince it 
appears, from the manner in which 
the appropriation of the payments 
into the exchequer, by the receiver 
general, is formed, that the dutics 
paid in neither are nor can be 
ranged with accurary under thole 
branches to which they in fact be 
long, we think the commiflioners 
of the cuftoms warranted by con. 
{tant ufage, and ought, to order 
the controller general to apply {uch 
duties, remaining in the hands of 
the receiver general, in the manner 
which bet fuits his arrangement of 
the reccipts of the weck. 

“© The fubjeét that has occured 
to us as the moft important in this 
inquiry, is the intricacy and per- 
plexity that involve the colledtion 
and accounts of this part of the 
public revenue, The examination 
fhews us, that the number of rules 
required inthe computation, and the 
member of branches under which 
the accounts of thefe duties are 
kept, are the principal fources of 
this evil. The obvious remedy is; to 
reduce the number of thefe rules 
and branches, as near as circume 
ftances will admit, to unity, and to 
introduce a fytlematic timphety 
and uniformity into the manner 

keeping 
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keeping the accounts. This regu- 
jation is become an object of high 
and urgent importance tor the atren- 
son of the legiflature. The num- 
ber of accounts are increafed in al- 
mot every feffion of parliament: 
feven new accounts were created by 
the atts of the latt. The merchant, 
ignorant to what duties he is lisble, 
mutt rely upon the oflicer. The 
labour of the officer is become great: 
the number of entries inwards, in 
the four months ending with Octo- 
ber lait, was fifteen thoufind three 
hundred and forty-two; they have 
fometimes amounted to four hun- 
dred in one day. The collectors at 
the out ports, by their frequent ap- 
plication to the board, profefs them- 
felves ignorant. Errors in the com- 
putations are daily: the fcience dif- 
ficult, poflefled by few, and in 
danger of being lolt; and this in a 
branch of the revenue productive, 
improving, and eflential to the fup- 
port and credit of the nation. 

“In a revenue that embraces 
fuch a variety, it is hardly poflible 
to introduce at once, regulation co- 
extenfive with the objecis. Ic mutt 
be awork of time. A practicable 
fylem muft be formed upon prin- 
ciple, and carried by tteps and de- 
grees into execution, 

“In almott every inttance of 
goods liable to dutics, in order to 
obtain the amount, it is neceffary 
to have recourfe to two rules of 
computation at leaft; in many to 
hve. As a proof of the multiplicity 
and intricacy of them, we have pro- 
cured from Mr. Richard Frewin, 
the examiner of the duties inwards, 
examples of the rules by which the 
computation muft be made, both 
upon the fame and different articles. 

“ The three rules adopted by 
the a&t of Charles the Second, the 
rier the poundage, and the 
Pecific duty, are fimple. The 
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rate per ton, or the value by the 
meafure, number, or weight, being 
given, ora certain fumimpofed upon 
a defined article, the amount of the 
duty upon any given quantity is 
eahily found, Thefe rules fhould, 
therefore, be retained or adopted, 
wherever the fubject matter is of 
fuch a nature as to be capable of 
the application. The rules by which 
the computation is made, of the 
duties to be paid upon each article, 
may be reduced to one, by applying 
the rule to be retained or adopted, 
in fuch a manner, as to produce 
the fame, or nearly the fame fum, 
as is produced by the rule to be re- 
jected. 

** Where the operation produces 
a fraction, as it frequently mutt, 
the duty fhould be increafed to an 
integral, ‘The public ftand in need 
ot every advantage, and the mer- 
chant will profit by the regulation, 

‘¢ Wine requiring two rules, and 
unrated French ordinary painted 
paper requiring five, toafcertain the 
duties, are two examples, by which 
the practicability of this regulation 
may be tried, 

‘6 Wine is diftinguithed into four 
kinds: French, Portugal, Spanith, 
and Rhenifh. French is liable to 
fitteen different duties; the reit to 
thirteen. ‘They are all duties of 
tonnage, except the two impotts 
1779 and 1782; and, therefore, 
require only two rules of computa- 
tation, the one grounded upon the 
quantity, the other upon the aye 
gregate of the fubfitting duties. 
By fubftituting two additional due 
tics of 4/. 75. 6d. each, per ton, 
upon French wine, in the place of 
the impofts, cach impoft will be 
converted in a tonnage, and the 
amount of the duties will continue 
neatly the fame. The like altera- 
tion may, with equal facility, be 
made in the other three. 

“* The 
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The French paper pays four- 
teen duties. The firft eight are 
each a poundage upon one value: 
the next two, a poundage upon 
another value: the cleventh is a 
duty upon the meafure; the twelith, 
upon the quantity; and the two 
laft are the impolls. 

* Suppofe the poundage upon 
the firft value to be the rule to be re- 
tained: 22 and one halfper cenr. 
wpon that value will give the gth 
and ;oth duties; 12 and one half 
will give the 1ith ; one half per 
cent. the 12th; and 6 and ¢ cights 
fomething under the impofts: or, 
fuppofe them to be all changed into 
a fpecibc duty upon the meafure— 
One fhilling and five pence three 
farthings per yard, will give 7/. 
ose 11. which is fomething more 
than the prefent duty upon a ream, 
as flated in the example before us. 

* This fubftirution may fome- 
times be attended with difficulty. 
The rules may be grounded upon 
qualities or circumftances fo widely 
different, that one rule, though it 
may in any given cafe produce the 
fame fum, yet in other cafes it may 
fuilto produce the quantum of duty 
intended by the other rule: for in- 
ftance, in the article of fkates, the 
five firft duties are a poundage upon 
the valuc, taken at 15. 3d. per 
dozen. In the impoft 1690, the 
value isdeparted from, and the duty 
is laid upon the weight of wrought 
iron, 5s. per hundred: this produ- 
ces upon the 56 dozen, weighing 
202 quarters, 125. Gd. 171. 175. 2d. 
per cent. upon the rate will pro- 
duce vearly the fame fum; but 
fhould the fame number weigh 
twice as much, the fubftituted rule 
will produce but half the duty in- 
tended, This difference may be 
corrected by taking the mean weight 
ex dozen ; and producing, by the 
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favoured rule, the duty arifite from 
that weight. 

** It is probable there are fey 
inftances, where the amount of the 
duties is fo nicely calculated, thar 
a fimall variation will difturb the 
ftate of the commerce carried on ig 
any article, 

«¢ The management of this reve. 
nue will derive relief from the fim. 
agi introduced by this regulation; 

ut far more important and exten. 
five will be the effect, if all dillinc. 
tion of branches in the cuftoms can 
be abolifhed, and one entire fam 
only, be the duty to be colletted 
upon each defined fubject of duty, 
and one head of cuftoms compre 
hend the whole of this revenue, 
There will then be no longer a nee 
ceflity for that multiplicity of com. 
putations and entries ; one fum will 
frequently itand in the place of fif- 
teen, always in the place of many, 
upon the warrants, bills and infra- 
ments, and in all the caf books 
and accounts above referred to. 
There will be an end of appropria- 
tions of receipts and payments, of 
branches overpaid and underpaid, 
and of that perpetual violation of 
the truth of the receipt, by placing 
duties received in one branch among 
duties received under another, as 


delivered to the receiver general, 


and by him into the exchequer; @ 
violation rendered unavoidable un- 
der the prefent fyftem, without in- 
curring the danger of a much grea 
ter evil, confufion in the accounts, 
perpetually increafing : but, above 
all, this regulation, as tending to 4 
diminution of the charges of col- 
lection, co-operates to that great 
object always to be kept in view, 
the reduction of the public ex 
nces. 


‘© That the amount of the duty, 


to be paid upon every article, under 


every. 
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every given’ circum tance of importa- 
tion of exporta 
now ftand, is apparent trom the 
rate 
pe Sein ones pied by officers 
cm in the management of 
this revenue; which books, alte- 
rations in the duties have rendered 
of noufe, Such a compofition mutt 
and be the ground of this 
regulation ; but this is a work of 
tine and kubours the fubjects of 


commerce, with their various mo- | 


difcations and circumitances, are 
numerous; the fum of the duty 

each fpecies mult be afcertain- 
ed before it can be impofed ; and a 
temporary fufpenfion of legiflative 
interpofition, fo far as to effect a 
variation in the duties, is neceflary 
for the completion of the work. 

“ The meafure of duty to be 
affumed fhould be that bett adapted 
tothe nature of the fubje&t matter, 
and that is, in general, the meafure 

which the merchant purchafes 
and fells. If he buys and feils by 
the ton, the number, or the weight, 
the rate fhould be upon the ton, the 
number, or the weight; and the 
fum of duty fhould be an integral, 
capable of integral divifions. 

“ Since the reduction of all the 
branches of thefe duties to one head 
feems to us practicable, as well as 
highly expedient, as far it concerns 
the office of the cuftoms, it remains 
fw us to inquire, whether the fame 
reduction can be effected in the office 
of the receipt of the exchequer. 

_“* The legiflature direct the dif- 
union of the accounts, bat with- 
ot exprefling the reafons : we muft 
learn them from the conftruction of 
the feveral acts. In gencral, an act 
that impofes a duty, appropriates 
that duty to foe fpecifie fervice : 
Whilt thar appropriation consinues, 


ae account muft be kept of 
s*7e 





tion, may be afcers : 
ined, the laws continuing as they 


that have from time. 


the: produce of the duty, in the 
offices both of the cuitoms and 
exchequer, in order that the fum 
received on that head of duty may 
be iffued for the fervice to which 
that duty is deftined by the legifla- 
ture——and becaufe; where the fer- 
vice is limited, as it generally is, 
if the duty exceeds it, it is neceflary 
to know the quantuin of the exeefs 
as being public money, whether 
that excefs is appropriated or nd: 
if the duty is deficient, it is equally) 
neceflary to know the quantum’ of 
the deficiency, as it mui be fup- 
plied from fome other fund. Une 
lefs then all diitinction of appro. 
priation of the cuttom duties can be 
put an end to in the exchequer, 
the diftinétion of accounts matt cons 
tinue in the oftice of the cultoms, 

*¢ The appropriation of a duty to 
a fervice, is an act of the legitla- 
ture, fimilar to other a¢ts, fubje@ 
continually to the legiflative wilt 
and authority, directed to the public 
good. ‘The leyitlature are bound 
to provide for every public fervice 
as it arifes, and as long as it exitis ; 
but in what manner, and out of 
what fund, that provifion fhall be 
at firft made, and how long it thall 
coatinue the fame, is in the wifdom 
of parliament, The legiflature can 
by no act fo conneét the provifion 
with the fervice, be that fervice 
what it.may, but that, whenever 
the public good requires it, the pro- 
vifion may be varied, blended, di- 
minifhed, transferred, or abolithed, 
by the power that created it, pro- 
vided fufficient remains for the fer- 
vice, or another equally ample and 
fecure, in the judgment of parlia- 
ment, be fubitiruted in its flead. 

«* The fupreme power is bound 
to watch over, and to modify and 
adapt its provifions to the exigen- 
cies of the times, and the vicifli- 
tudes that muftarife in the courfe of 
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human events: limited onlyby the: 
immutable priuciples of reafon ant 
juttice, it cannot be reflrained or) 
fertered by the acts of antecedent 

legiflacures ; nor can it, by its oivn 

atts, divett itfelf of the right of exe: 
ercifing, or communicate to others 

any check upon the exercite of this 

or any other power, inherent in its 

nature, and eflential to the execu- 

tion of that truit, which 1s the fole 

end and purpote of its inftitution, 

the promotion of the public good. 

*¢ But, noi to reit upon general 
reafoning only, we examined into 
the appropriations themfelves, and | 
the power that has been exercifed 
by the legiilature over them ; and 
for that purpofe, we procured from 
the auditor of the receipt of his 
majefty’s exchequer, an account of 
the number of branches under whieh 
the accounts of the cuftoims are kept 
in that: office, and to what charges 
or fervices thofe branches are feve- 
rally applicable. The branches are 
ranged, in this account, in the or- 
der in which we received them from 
the cuftom houfe the tiles of them, 
in ufe both at the cuftom houfe and 
the exchequer areinferted ; und, that 
we might the more eafly refer to 
them, we haveadded the numbers. 

*« Tt appears in this account, that 
the numter of heads in the exche- 
quer is leis by three than the num- 
ber at. the cuftom houle.. The 
heads, number 40 and 43, are 
omitted in the exchequer; tor the 
duties ‘coliecied under thofe heads 
in the ,cufloms, are directed by the 
receiver general, upon his payment 
ot them into the exchequer, to, be 
placed to fuch branches as he par- 
ticularly mentions. The heads, 
tiumber.44 and 45, though-feparate 
in the cuitoms, are blended toge- 
ther in the exchequer, «as arifmg 
trom the fame fubject, and neither 
of them appropriated The duties 
wager the frit’ head,  intitled 


— 
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‘“,euftoms,”, ane -collétted 
three. {cparate, branches ; avg 


are ‘patd into:the exchequer jg, 


moieties, under the hea 
halt fubtidies. 1712 and wg se 
_ “As many of the duties ape car. 
rier Over to various funds, that jg 
might appear at one, view what dy. 
ties are carried to each fund, we ree 
quired from, ‘the fame office, ag 
account to what funds the duties 
of the cuftoms are carried, when pai 
into the exchequer, and What bran. 
ches of thofe dutits are. kept under 
diflinct and feparate heads. This 
account fhews us, that fix of them 
are carried to.the general fund; 
thirteeny and a moiety of -the duties 
under the head of cuttoms, to the ae. 
gkegate fund; fix, the fouth fea fund; 
andeleyen to the finking fund: that 
eight are unappropriated, and there 
maining twenty-four, with the other 
moiety of the cuftoms, are keptun- 
der dillinét and feparate heads, and 
appropriated to fpecific feryices, 

** The appropriation; of thefe 
funds does not appear in thefe ac- 
counts ; and,.thereforey we applied 
to the fame oilice for accounts of 
the fervices to which the general, 
aggregate, fouth fea, and finking 
funds, are refpectively applicable. 

“© Being thus furnifhed with the 
knowledge of the appropriation of 
every cuftom duty, in the office of 
the receipt of the exchequer, whe- 
ther by itfelf, or in common with 
other duties ;. and, being affifted by 
the information of Mr. Hughfon, 
clerk of the debentures in that 
office ; we are enabled to form fome 
judgment,’ whether any object! 
arifes to this plan of confolidation 
from the circumflance of the appre 
priatien. 

‘© In the account of the funds t 
which the duties are carried, there 
are three annoy ya unappro” 
yriated duties, the duties ¢ 
es ‘te the compound funds = 
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thofe kept under feparate and dif- 
tindt heads. ; 

“ ‘The firt clafs, not being ap- 
riated at all, an account of the 
uce of them is laid before par- 

iament fome time in every feflions 
and that produce 1s applied to the 
current fervices of the year. There 
does not appear tous any reafon 
why this produce, being applicable 
every year to whatever tervice par- 
Jiament think fit to. direct it, fhould 
not be received into the exchequer 
as one fum, and thefe eight bran- 
ches be united and blended together 
r one head. 

re duties of the fecond clafs, 
being carried over to their refpece 
tive funds, are mixed with certain 
other duties, collected together from 
almoft every fource of revenue. The 
number and variety that compote 
each fund, appear in an account 
from the exchequer, of the, feveral 
duties of which the general, aggre- 
gate, fouth fea, and finking funds 
are refpectively compofed. The 
duties thus brought together form 
ineach fund one compound cath ; 
out of which the fervices to which 
the fund is made applicable are 
fupplied as they arife. In this iffue 
ail diftinétton of feparate appropria- 
tion is done away ; there 1s no con- 
nection between any one of the fer- 
vices and any one of the component 
branches ; the entire compound fund 
is made fubject to each fervice fepa- 
rately, and to all them taken to- 
gether. 

* Icis true, that the diftin@ion 
in the receipt fhews how much 
each branch contributes to the com- 
mon ftock for any given. pericd: 
but that knowledye feems to be 
mere matter of curtofity; no ufe is 
made of it; it is the ground of no 
Operation of finance $ the quantiun 
of the produce has no relation to 
the quantum of any particular {ere 
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vice: the fund receives the whole ¢ 
and whether it be more or lef§ pro» 
ductive, equally affects every fervices 
if the fund produces enough ‘fot 
every fervice, it is immaterial what 
fhare each branch contributes to it. 

** It is frequently neceffary, for 
the regulation of the commerce 
upon any particular article, to know 
the adel amount of the duty pro- 
duce by it; but that knowledgé 
cannot be collected from the fum 
produced by arly of thele branches; 
becaufe the fum paid into the ex- 
chequer upon any branch, does not 
diftinguifh from» what articles the 
duties arife which*compofe that 
fum ; it compreliénds the aggregate 
of the dutics collected upon every 
article that has been imported of 
exported, within the time of the 
collection, liable to the duty. This 
knowledge is obtained from the in 
fpector general of imports and ex- 
ports, who keeps an account of 
every fpecies of goods, wherher ime 
ported or exported ; and, the quan- 
tity of the goods, and the rate of 
the duty, being given, the fum of 
the duty produced by it in any 
given time is eafily computed, 

*€ Since the diftinction of the 
branches thus carried over in the 
receipt ot the exchequer feems to 
us to brof no ule, we ate ofopinion, 
that all the branches of the cuftom 
duties, carried over to thefe four 
tunds, and amounting together to 
thirty feven, may be added to the 
eight unappropriated branches, and 
the produce of them paid as one 
fur, under one head, into the ree 
ceipt of the exchequer. 

“© Of the twenty-five remaining 
branches, twenty-two are appro 
priated co the payment of annui- 
ties; onc, to the coinage; and the 
other two, to the encouragement 
of the growth, one of cotton in 
the Leeward Iflands, the other of 
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hemp and flax in England and Scot- 
land. : , 

4 As to the coinage fervice, theaét 
of the 18th of Charles the Second, 
chapter the 5th, impofed two duties, 
the one on wine, the other on fpi- 
rits, and dircéted the produce to be 
diftinguifhed and kept apart in the 
offices both of the cutloms and ex 
chequer, and to be applied to no 
other ule but that of defraying the 
expence of the mint. One of thefe 
duties, that on fpirits, is, by the 
gth ot George the Second, chapter 
the 23d, fection the 17th, carried 
and appropriated to. the ufes of the 
aggregate lund. 

«« At prefent, the whole produce 
of the remaining branch, the duty 
on wine, is applied to the coinage ; 
but this fervice generally exceeds 
ing the produce of the duty, the 
deficiency is paid out the fupplies 
of the year, 

** Nothing has as yet been iffued 
of the duties collected for the encou- 
ragement of the growth of cotton in 
the Leeward Hands ; nor has there 
been any demand from England for 
any part of her fhare in the produce 
of the other branch. Scotland has 
received payments on account of 
her fhare, which is feven fittcenths 
ef the produce. 

** It cannot be material out of 
what duties thefe fervices are fup- 
plied: they may, whether limited 
or fluctuating, be made a charge 
upon any fufficient fund, or upon 
that of which thefe three branches 
may form a part.—The twenty-two 
remaining branches are appropriat- 
ed, cach to the payment of fome 
particular annuity, granted between 
the year 1706 and the prefent 
time. 

*¢ The public creditors are of two 
sefcriptions ; bodies corporate, and 
individual proprietors of particular 
government fecurities, Thee latter 
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are no otherwife conn 
et of fhares ‘cant . 
fund or annuity. At the Creatiog 
of thefe vanillin, the legi 

has always appropriated fome exile 
ing branches of the public reven 
or created fome new brane 
either in the aét that grants the ane 
nuity or in fome fubsequent act, a 
a fund out of which the annuity is 
to be paids The act of the sth of 
William and Mary, chapter the 
2oth, which incorporated the bankof 
England, and the aét of the oth and 
1oth of William the Third chap. 
ter the 44th, which gave rife tothe 
Eaft India company, each im 

a variety of new duties, and, outof 
the produces appropriates a certaig 
fum to the ufe of thofe perfons who 
fhhould become fubfcribers to a loan 
propofed to be advanced to governs 
ment, upon the terms mentioned in 


the act. The att of the goth of 
queen Anne, chapter the arf, 


which erecied the South Sea coms 
pany, creates a fund, out of duties 
then cxifting, to anfwer the annui- 
ties granted by that act, to thofe 
proprietors of certain public debts, 
who fhould fub{cribé them into the 
ftock of the company. In all the 
aéts which have occured to us, for 
raifing money by granting annuities 
to individuals, until within thefe 
few years, the funds appropriated 
for the payment of the annuities 
have been inferted in the fame ac: 
but of late years, the annuities have 
been granted by one act, and the 
funds created by fome fubfequent att 
of the fame feffion. In this latter cafe, 
the fubject does not lend his money 
upon the credit of any particular 
fecurity : ignorant what it will be, 
he leaves the choice of the fund to 
the legiflature, and relies for the 
payment of his annuity upon fuch 
means as they fhall think proper © 
adopt. 


os Where 
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& Where the fecurity is coupled 
with the loan in fame act, the tub. 
st exprefsly accepts the fecurity 
} i d lends his 
45 held out co him, and ter 

upon the credit of it: and 
ot the legiflature, repreienung all 
the creditors of government as well 
as the reft of the fubjects, and con- 
fylting their good as blended with 
the common good, do retain, and 
mutt, from the nature of its inilitue 
tion, for ever retain, a power over 
that fecurity, to be exercifed at 
whatever times, and in whatever 
manner, the common good requires. 
The only right velted in the cres 
ditor, and which the legiflature 
cannot, without injuflice, infringe, 
is, the right to the full and regular 
payment of his annuity, and the 
repayment of his principal accord- 
ing tothe terms of his loan; and 
this right fubfifts in full force, in- 
dependent of any appropriation, 
Should both the fpecific and fupple- 
mental funds, propofed and accepted 
as the fecurities, fail, his right to 
his principal and to his annuity 
does not tail: the whole property 
of the public, the real and perfonal 
eitate of every fubject, the produce 
of his labour, is liable and bound 
to the payment of every debt con- 
tracted tor his defence, fecurity, 
and protection, 

“If the ereditor derives, from 
the act that creates the loan, any 
exclufive right to the fund dettined 
to the payment of his annuity, it 
mutt be a right to that fund exactly 
inthe ftate in which he accepts it 
as his fecurity ; for there is no re- 
fervation or limitation annexed to 
his acceptance. Such a right in 


thecreditor would exclude the right 
of the legiflature, unlefs he confents 
not only to change the fund, but 
to make any alteration in the duty 
srihng from any one article of com- 
merce that contributes to that fund. 
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On the contrary, any privciple that 
empowers the legiflature to vary 
one of thote dutics, equally em- 
powers them to change the fund, 
The only difference is, the. degree 
of violation of the right of the cre+ 
ditor in. the one cafe, andthe extent 
to which the legiflative power is ex- 
ercifed in the other, Thecontinual 
exercife of this power over the ap- 
propriated dutics, withaur the con- 
fent of the public companies, and 
of the proprietors of the government 
fecurities, is-a proof of the legifla- 
tive right, and eftablithes the prine 
ciples upon which we have fugyeft 
ed this right to be grounded, 

*¢ That we might the more eafily 
trace the alterations that have been 
made in the duties appropriated for 
the annual payments of the fums 
granted to the public companies, 
at their firft creation, to anfwer the 
intereft of the debts contra¢ted by 
them with government, we precured 
from the auditor of the receipt of 
the exchequer, an account of the 
feveral duties out of which the an- 
nuitics to the bank, South Sea come 
pany, and Eaft India company. on 
account of their flock, are feverally 
paid. To enumerate the variety of 
changes that have from time totime 
been made in them is needlefs; a 
few inflances are fufficient for our 
purpofe, 

‘* The aét that incorporates the 
bank of England, impofes a tonnage 
duty on fhips, and an excife dury 
on beer and other liquors, and 
charges this compound fund with 
the annual payment of 100,000/, 
to the ufe of the company. In 
three years after, by the 7th and 


8th of William the Third, chaprer 
the 3:ff, the tonnage duty is taken 
off, and another fubftinuted in the 
place. 

The aét of the 7th of Anne, 
chapter the 7th, appropriates the two 


thirds 
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thirds fubfidy and certain duties on 
coffee and other articles, impofed 
by former acts, to the annulty pay- 
able upon the enlarged capital of 
the bank of England.—The act of 
the 1ft of George the Firlt, chapter 
the s2th, throws the two thirds 
fubfidy into the aggregate fund.— 
And the act of the roth of George 
the Firft, chapter the roth, repeals 
the duties on coffee and other arti- 
cles, and fubjeéts fome inland du- 
ties to the payment of the annuity. 
“ By the act that ereéts the 
South Sea company, the duties im- 
ofed by the 2d of William and 
lary, chapter the 4th (one of 
which is an impoit duty upon rough 
flax), and a duty upon home-made 
falt, are appropriated, among other 
dutics, towards payment of the ane 
uity granted tothat company ; and, 
b the a¢t that creates the Eaft In- 
1a company, additional duties are 
yippofed, both wpon home-made 
falt, and upon the import of foreign 
falt, and form a part of the fund 
deftined for the payment of the an- 
nuity co that company ; and yet the 
act of the 3d of George the Second, 
chapter the 20th, upon the ground 
of relief to the fubject, repeals thefe 
duties on falt, and, to prevent 
any injury to the creditors of the 
public, from the diminution of 
the produce of the funds on 
which their feveral annuities are fe- 
cured, arifing from the fubtra@ion 
of the duties repealed, the deficien- 
cics are charged upon the aggregate 
fund; and, the Eatt India company 
having conjented to a reduion of 
their annuity, the whole annuity, 
fo reduced, is made a charge upon 
the fame fund.-——By the act of the 
ath of George the Second, chapter 
the ajth, the duty oa rough flax is 
taken off, and an annual fum, taken 
from a medium of feven years pro- 
duce of that duty, is fubitiruted in 
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its ftead, and made payable to 
South Sea company out of the fame 
fund, 

** One of the articles fubje& tq 
the duties of the old fubfidy, the 

. ’ 
one third fubfidy, and the two thirds 
fubfidy, is woollen yarn. Thead 
of the 12th of George the Second, 
chapter the 21{t, upon the princi. 
ple of utility to the manufadures 
of Great Britain, repeals a part of 
thefe duties, and fubjeéts the ag. 
gregate fund to the payment of g 
fum, taken from the mean produce 
for feven years, to the feveral cre. 
ditors who had an intereft in tha 
produce ; in fhares proportional to 
fuch intereft, Thefe three {ubf. 
dies, being part of them appropri- 
ated to the payment of the annui- 
ties 1706, 1707, and 1708, and 
part carried to the agyregate fund, 
the repeal of this duty effects thofe 
annuities, and all the various fer- 
vices to which the aggregate fund 
was at that time liable. 

¢* Great raifins is an article | 
able to the fame duties. Tae act of 
the 14th of his prefent majelty, 
chapter the 74th, reduces the rate 
payable upon the importation of 
them, from 1/. 1cs. to 15. only per 
hundred weight, without fubititute 
ing any other duty in its ftead, and 
confequently diminithes the fecurity 
pledged tor the payment of all thole 
fervices to which the three fubficies 
above mentioned are made hable. 

*« By an act of the lait fethon, 
chapter the 16th, the additional duty 
of one per cent, and part of the 
aliens duty, both of them parts ot 
the branch of cuftoms, are cilcon- 
tinued, aod no duty impofed to 
fupply the place of them. : 

* "The diminution of the duties 
on tea, and the fubttitution of a new 
tax, by another aét of the fame fel- 
fion, chapter the 38th, affects nine 
branches of the cuiloms, aad, cou 

fequent!y 
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fequently, every annuity, for the 
eco yl any Sep nine 
re appropriated, Aas 
rhe conhidation of annuities 
Gfurbs the appropnation equally 
with the confolidation of duties ; 
for, though a dittinet account 
is kept of the duties applicable 
to the payment of each annuity, 
yet a purchafer of a confolidated 
Hock does not know whether he be- 
comes pro rietor of the old or the 
fted Rock, and, confequently 
cannot tell out of which of the ap- 
propriated duties his annuity 1s pay- 
able. 

« That the effect of thefe confi- 
derations might the more clearly 
appear, we procured from the audi- 
tor of the receipt of the exchequer, 
an account of the feveral duties out 
of which the bank confolidated three 
er cent, annuities are paid. This 
fund, confitting at its firtt creation, 
in the year 1752, of 8,200,000/. 
only, is now {welled to upwards of 
107,000,0co/. The annuity attend- 
ing near fifty-eight of them, is paid 
out of the inking fund: the rett, out 
of duties kept feparate and diftinét. 

* The act of the 25th of George 
the Second, chapter the 27th, is the 
original of this fund. It converted 
the bank three per cent. annuities 
into a joint ftock, and carried to 
the finking fund all the duties ap- 
propriated to anfwer the annuities 
payable upon that capital, and 
charged the confolidated annuity 
uponthat fund. This meafure was 
eflected with the confent of the pro- 
prietors. ‘T'ruftces, both public and 
private were empowered to fub- 
feribe, and indemnitied in fubferib- 
ing, their aflent to this confolida- 
tion. 

“ The act ofthe 28th of George the 
Second, made additions to this joint 
capital, and charged the annuities at- 
tending then upon the finking fuod, 
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without increafing it by any new 
duties. 

** The atts of the 32d and 33d 
of George the Second, added feveral 
millions, raifed by former a&s, ‘to 
this ftock, with the confent of the 
proprictors of the ingrafted millions, 
implied from their not fubferibing 
their diffenr, but without the cone 
fent of the proprietors of the old 
capital. The duties charged with 
the payment of the annuities attends 
ing the ingrafted capital, were care 
ried to the finking fund, and cthofe 
annuities charged upon it, 

*“ The acts of the rift, 6th, and 
other fubfequent years of his prefent 
majetty, blend with this joint ftock, 
at the time of their creation, the 
annuities granted by thofe acts; but, 
within thefe late years, the funds 
appropriated for the payment of 
them have been kept feparate and 
diflinét, and not, like the former 
duties, thrown into the finking 
fund. 

‘* But the a& the moft material 
to our purpole, is that of the oth of 
George the Second, chapter the 23d. 
The legiflature, upon a principle of 
public convenience, from an atten- 
tion to the morals and health of the 
fubject, checks the ufe of fpirituous 
liquors, and changing the appli- 
cation of the duties to which {pie 
rits were then liable, unites them 
to, and appropriates them to 
the ufes of, the aggregate fund ; 
and, forefecing thatthe funds, of 
which theie duties made a puart, 
being charged with payments to 
the civil lift, and of annuities to 
corporations and others, might, by 
tiis alteration, prove deficient, they 
fubiiiruted and apportioned to the 
civil litt a certain annual payment, 
computed upon a medium of the 
fum that had been applied out of 
produce of thefe duties for eight 
years, to that fervice, and charged 

(B® 4) all 
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all the deficiencies, that might hap- 
» in the funds to which thefe du- 
ties had been applicd, upon the ag- 


gregate fund. 
* One of the confequences of this 


aét was, a confolidation of certain 
branches of duties, both in the cuf- 
toms and exchequer. hive of the 
duties, to which French cordial 
waters are fubject, are, the old, the 
new, the one third, the two thirds 
fublidies, and che fecond wenty-five 
er cent. on French goods ; and, 
f imported by aliens, the petty 
cuftoins likewite. Thefe five duties, 


in order to obtain the amount ot 


them, are fill raifed and collected 
in the cufloms under their diftinét 
heads; but when collected, they 
are blended into one fum, under 
the head “of fublidy on tpirits,” 
and accounted for and paid as one 
fum, under that fingle head, into 
the exchequer, and there carried to 
the aggregate tund. 

6 ‘Phe acts we have thus referred 
to, evince that the legiilature have 
from time to time, in every reign 
fince the Revolution, upon princi- 
ples of public convenience, either 
varied, blended, diminifhed, or re- 
pealed, with or without a fubititu- 
tion, duties appropriated to the pay- 
ment of annuities to public creditors 
of all deferiptions, without their 
confent. ‘The confequence is, that 
the appropriation of the twenty-two 
reinaining branches of the cultoms 
to the payment of annuities, is no 
impediment to the blending them 
with the reit; and then all the 
branches of the cufloms may be 
united together, and be formed into 
one head of duties only, under the 
title of ** cufloms,” in the office of 
the exchequer, as well as in that of 
the cuftoms. 

** There is another circumftance 
affecting thefe duties, which occurs 
in the exchequer, and requires con- 
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fideration ;—many of the branches 
of the culloms are connedted. ; 
the exchequer, With branches of the 
excite, and orher dutics of differene 
denomivations, and form together 
compound funds, appropriated in 
fome inflances (0 ONC, in others wp 
Various fervices, 

“* In the account of the dutieg 
out of which the annuities are id 
to the companies, it ap re 

< pears, that 
among the duties appropriated ¢ 
the payment of the annuities to the 
bank of England, there is one 
branch of the cuftoms. Among 
thofe to the South Sea company 
there are twelve, Of the retl, ie 
have feen that fix are carried to the 
general fund, fourteen to the ag. 
greyate, and eleven to the finking 
rund, All thete are charged, in 
common with other duties, with the 
payment of various fervices. 

** Suppofe the one entire fum of 
cuftoms to be carried, when paid, 
into the excequer, to the finking 
fund—the effect will be, each ot 
thefe compound funds will be di. 
minthed by the amount of the cuf 
tom dutics fubtracted from it; and, 
fhould this diminution oceafion a 
deficiency in any of the funds to 
anfwer the charges uponit, the actot 
the oth of George the Second, above 
alluded to, furnifhes the remedy: 
every fuch deficiency may be fup- 
plied, as mott of the deficiencies are 
at prefent, from the finking fund; 
and that fund will likewife become 
chargeable with the payment of 
thofe annuities to which the twenty- 
two branches are now feparately 
appropriated. 

‘© ‘This confolidation of the du- 
ties will not prevent any diftingtion 
in the receipt, which ‘may be 
thought neceilary to be prelerved 
in the office of collection, Thean- 
nual produce of the ap oe the 


exports, the coaflwife uties, if 
Londoa 
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and at cach out port, oF 
any other account, May be kept {c- 
vate, the know ledge ot which may 
contribute 0 v3 regulation of Mn- 
verent of this revenue, 
x We have above fuggefted, thar, 
befure this reduction can be com- 
red, a book of rates mutt be form: 
ed, afcertaining the amount of | the 
duties to be paid upon every article, 
under every circumitan¢e of unpors 
ration or exportation which varies 
the duty. The amount of the 
drawback to be allowed on cach ar- 
ticle, upon exportation, mutt be 
fetiled likewife.-~If the reduction 
can be formed, and carried by de- 
grees into execution, the plan may 
be entered and proceeded upon im- 
mediately, without delaying it until 
the book of rates is completed, 

“ The act of the gth of George 
the Second feems to point out the 
means, That act felects all the 
articles, included under the deno- 
mination of fpirits, from other ar- 
ticles liable to the fame duties, and 
lays the ground for a confolidation 
of five of the duties to which fpirits 
were at that time fubject. Thefe 
five are a poundage upon the rate. 
There are now fix branches re- 
maining, kept diftinét. Suppofe 
the rate to be the adopted meature 
of computing the duties upon the 
remaining branches, the amount of 
the duty will be nearly 75, 1d. for 
every gallen of French cordial wa- 
ters imported in four glafs bottles. 

** The officer will by thefe means, 
be relieved from all computation up- 
on this article ; and his entries will 
be rendered fimple. Onc fum may 
be paid into the exchequer, under 
the fame head of fubfidy on fpirite, 
and the whole carried, as the pro- 
duce of five of the branches is now, 
fo the aggregate fund; and the de- 
Reiencies that may arife from thence, 
Othe tunds of which thefe fix lat 
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duties now form a part, may be 
charged upon the agyrepate tund, 
jutt in the fame manner as the de- 
ficieneies in the funds to which the 
five firft were applicable, now ftand 
charged by the fame act, 

** No reaton oceurs fp us, why 
the fame tleps may not be taken 
with regard to wine, tea, fugar, 
tobacco, linen, falt, coals, and any 
other extenfive and productive fub- 
jects of the cuftom duties. The 
proper rule of computation may be 
citablifhed ; the aggregate of the 
duties obtained ; the fum paid into 
the exchequer, under the head of 
the duties upon that particular ar- 
ticle, aod cariied to the finking 
fund; and that fund to be made ji- 
able to fuch deficiencies as may be 
occulioned by this alterstion. ~The 
oftice of the cuftoms will find imme. 
diace benefit from fuch a regulation; 
and the plan will be continually ap, 
proaching nearer to its completion, 

“* It the principles on which we 
have endeavoured to eflablifh this 
confolidation of the cuttam duties 
be well founded, they lead to a 
{till more important and extenfive 
regulation. 

‘* We cannot prefume to pro. 
nounce, without a previous exami- 
nation, that they can be applied to 
fuch other offices of the revenue as 
are perplexed with a multipleiity of 
dittinét accounts ; but it is highly 
probable, that dillinciion, in every 
office, is, for the moit part, rendered 
neceflary, upon the fame ground 
of appropriation 5 and, if fo, it 
may upon the fame principles be 
aboliflad. This will open the way 
to a great meaiure of financial regu- 
lation—to the introduction of the 
moitt fimple of all modes of account 
into the depofitory of the public 
treafure—the formation of one fund, 
into which fhall flow every ftream 
of the public revenue, and from 

whence 
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whence thall iffue the fupply for 
every public fervice, 

. The public creditor may fafely 
rely upon this fund for the payment 
of his annuity : the excefs of it will 
be the fame as the excefs of the 
finking fund would be, were that 
fund to continue in its prefent ftate. 

‘© How far the produce of the 
finking fund has exceeded the 
charges upon it, appears from the ace 
count of the furpluffes for thefe laft 
ten years. ‘The fum therein {tated 
as the furplus of the laft year 1s incom- 
plete : Ie ‘amounted to above 
1,600,000/, more; which fum has 
been iffued to fupply the deficien- 
cies of the taxes for five quarters, 
occafioned in part trom the intereft 
of the loans often taking place long 
before the taxes Tr fed for the pay- 
ment of the annuities commen. 
ced, and flill longer betore any part 
of them were rececived—and in part 
from the unproduc tivene({s oft other 
duties. ‘The ufaye has been, to re- 

lace thefe deficiencies to the fink- 
ing fund from the tupplics of the 
year. 

‘© Thus, one great fund of re- 
venue, compofed of the annual in- 
come of the tlate, will be the ample 
fecurity to every public creditor for 
the payment of his annuity ; and 
the collateral fecurity to that fund, 
the property of the nation. 

‘© This plain is confiftent with 
every diltinction of account in the 
exchequer, that may be nece flary 
to preferve the kuowledye of the pros 
duce of each of the feveral leading 
branches of revenue, and the quan- 
tum and circumftances of the iffue 
for any particular fervice. There 
is no danger of confounding the re- 
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etipts, or of the iffues exceedin 
the fums voted or appropriated to 
each fervice. 

** We have confined this inquiry 
to the collection of the duties in the 
office of the cuftoms, the payment 
of them into the exchequer, and 
the manner in which the accounts 
of them are kept in both offices, 

“6 What remains, and will be 
the next object of our examination 
is the diminution of the produce of 
thefe duties by the charges of ma. 
nagement; which, though a branch 
of the fame fubject, is capable of g 
diftinét and feparate confideration, 
The objects it involves are numer. 
ous, and of moment to the public: 
the inveftigation mutt, from the ma. 
ture of them, require much time 
and attention. Had we waited un. 
til that inveftigation could have been 
completed, our report, already fuf. 
ficiently voluminous, muft have 
been delayed to a diftant period: 
and fhould the materials we have 
thus collected, be deemed a fuffci- 
ent ground for the exertion of the 
wifdom of parliament, the public 
might have been deprived ot the 
early benefit of rerulation eflential 
to the fecurity and good manage. 
ment of their revenue, and tothe 
facility and accuracy of their ac- 
counts, in two of their moft impor 
tant ofhees, 


T. AnGuish, (L. 5.) 
A. Piccorr, (L. 5S.) 
Ricuarp Neave, (L.5.) 


Sam. Beacucrorr, (L.5) 
Geo. DeuMMonD, (L. 5.) 
Witriam Rog. (L.$.)” 
“6 Office of Accou ntSs 
Sarry Street, 


8/4 March, 1 7850" 
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SUPPLIES granted by Parliament for 
the Year 1787, 


NAV Y. 
FER. §- 
OR 18,000 men, including 3860 marines at 4l, 


per mao per month 
For the ordinary of the navy, including half pay 


f. Se a. 
936,000 o o 
7°0,000 O 9 


























For the extraord)paries -_— 650,000 0 o 
2,2°6,000 o @o 
ARM Y, 
Fes. 12, 

For 17,638 men, as guards and garrifons — 648,687 1 of 
For forces in the plantations — 234,628 18 ¢ 
For difference between the charge of Britifh and 

Irith citablifhments — 6,834 19 2 
For general and general flaff-officers --— 6,409 8 o 
For full pay to reduced officers -—- 23,110 12 6 
For forces in the Eaft Indies —_—- 8,230 8 97% 
For allowance to the paymafter general, Xc, _ 69:263 12 

APRIL 3¢ 

For the reduced officers of the land forcesand marines 172,776 12 6 
For the reduced horfeguards —- 223 7 6 
For the reduced officers of the Britifh American forces 60,000 0 o 
For the officers late in the fervice of Holland 35422 11 8 
For the Cheliea penfioners a 172,525 15 10 
For the pentions to officers widows 11,812 8 6 
For difference between the Britifh and Irith eftablifh- 

ment ae —aD 35253 If of 
For extraordinaries, from 1785 to 1786 a 465,117 19 U8 

1,876,287 6 9 
ORDNANCE, 
Fez. 12. 
Land fervice for 1787 — — 328,576 17 3 
MISCELLANEOUS SERVICES. 
Fen. 6. 
To difcharge exchequer bills —_ ~— 2,500,000 9 90 
. ArRriL 20, 

To the Brivifh Mufeum © “—__ee a 3,000 
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April 30. 

The civil eftablifhiment of Nova Scotia ow 
Ditto of St. John’s Ifland a 
Ditto of New Brunfwiek — —o 
Ditte of Cape Breton —- —— 
Ditto of Newfoundland - 

+ Ditto of Eaft Florida a 
The chief juftice of the Bermuda iflands ~ 


Additional epeore to the civil citablifenent of the 


Bahama ifn 
The civil eftablifhment of New South Wales 
To difcharge exchequer bills 


May 7- 


To Thomas Cotton, efq. to difcharge bills drawn 
by the governors of the Bahama Iflands, Ifland of 
St. John, Nova Scotia, and New Brunfwick 

To ditto for money advanced by him to the commif- 
fioners of American claims 

To Mr. Mount, chief clerk in the office of the com- 
miflioners appointed to enquire into the fees, &c, 
of feveral public offices 

To Thomas Cotton, efq. for money paid by him 
to the reprefentatives of Richard Br adley, for the 
value of merchandize bought by him for the pur- 
chafe of the ifland of Le Main, in the river Gam- 
bia, as a fettlement for convicts 

For roads and bridges in Scotland 

For a compenfation to David Jenkinfon for the for- 
fenure of the three firft payments towards the 
loan of 1784, on account of omitting his future 
payments, while confined by illnets 

For the Aftican forts 

To the agent of Mafahod de la Mar, for damages 
fuftained by the detention af the fhip Herftelder, 
freighted on account of the emperor of Morocco 

For Somerfet-Houfe -’ 

For the American toyalifts 





- LL 











oe 


—— 
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May 8. 


For the relief of the Eaft Florida claimants 

For the cleanfing of Catwater harbour 

For money iffued to the fecretary of the commiffion- 
ers of public accounts —_— 

For ditto to the fecretary to the commiffioners ap- 
pointed to examine into the loffes of the Eatt Flo- 

nda claimants 


— 


ED 


PUBLIC PAPERS 


£. 


55851 a9 


1,900 
4,300 
2,100 


5 


Q 
° 
° 


1,182 36 


2,600 
580 


41380 


° 
° 


.e) 


2,377 ie) 


53139 


2,111 


3,900,000 9 
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) 
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fer ditto to the fecretary to the commifhoners of the 
crown —— _ ll 2,200 6 © 
Por ditto to the fecretary to the commiflioners to en- 7 
quire into the loffes of the American loyailifts — 4445-19 78 

For money iffued in purfuance-of addrefles su $2,398 16 48 

_— . ens Hes OES G—— 

5:723,087 18 22 

























DEFICIENCIES, 








. Apail 3. 
To make good the deficiencies of the fund for the 
nt of annuities granted for the year 17538 18,574 13 10% 
To ditto for the year 1778 _ —_— 127,796 19 36 
To ditto 1779 seca, 352939 13 SE 
To ditto eee eee. 1545234 3 24 
To ditto 1782 T1y235 5 UR 
To ditto 1783 2925448 14 7§ 
To ditto 1785 wat — 532,052 18 4 
To make good the deficiencies of the commutation 
tax —_— —_-— _ 2335410 6 7% 
APRIL 30. 


To make good the deficiency of the grants for 1786 240,324 19 102 





1,0755717.45 2f 








. Se ds 
Ny 2,286,000 oO oO 
Army _ 1,876,287 6 9g 
Ordpance _— 3285576 17 3 
Mifcellancous fervices == §,723,017 18 3% 
Deficiencies §- ee 3,675,717 15 29 





11,889,599.17 52 





Wars and Means for raifing the Supplies for 1785, 





Fes. 8. 
Land-tax eosin —— 2,000,000 6 @ 
Malt — ————= 750,000 © GQ 
va ArRrit 23. 
Sinking fund — 3,226,073 2 13% 

Mar 2. y. 

L- So Ge . 

A . 
Petty of $0,000 tickers at is 2 9 Hm 256,875 9 @ 


, 


| 2 
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ei o> Bill May 8. 
Exc uer i $s ’ : oo a . : 
amet the confolidated fund ==——. 2 toovge 9 ‘ 
Impreft monies remaining in the exchequer —— 74102 9 1g 
Amy favings spent cote OE 44806 2 
Money granted for the army in 178s, g in ? 
. Oe, 


Excefs of Ways and Means 


ey 
12543158565 a6 4 


- he 13889, 599 17 $ 
Ae et ees 
L. 5425355 17 19} 





Public A&s paffed in the Fourth Sef 
fion of the Sixteenth Parliament of 


Great Britain. 


| Feb. 23. 
An aé& againft unlawful lotteries. 


An ac for regulating the marine. 


forces While on fhore. 
An aét fer eftablifhing a criminal 
court in New South Wales. 


March Se 
The malt act. , 
The land tax act. 


March 22. 
The mutiny act. 


March 30. | 

An act for the pay and clothing 
of the militia. 

An act for eftablifhing a convey- 
ance of letters between Milford-Ha- 
ven and Waterford. 

An a& to regulate the commer- 
cial intercourfe between the’ Britifh 
Colonies and United States of Ame- 
mca. 


ril 5. 
The Britih fifhery a. s , 
An act explaining the following - 
a&ts, viz. 6 Geo. I. concerning the 
building, &c. of county gaols;. 11 


and 12 of Will. IIT. againft piracy: 
and 13 Ch. II. concerning ‘the ve 
gulating the fhips of war and forces 
by fea. : | 


April 25. 

An a& for repealing the ‘feveral 
duties on cuftoms and excife, and 
granting other duties in lieu thereof; 
and for applying the faid duties, 
with the other duties compofing the 

ublic revenue; for permitting the 
amportation.of certain goods, wares, 


‘ and merchandize, the produce of 
 manufadcto 


of the European do- 
minions of the French king, into 
this kingdom; and for applying 
certain unclaimed monies remaining 
in the exchequer, for the payment 
of annuities on lives, and the reduc 
tion of the national debt. 


. May 21. 

An aé to. perpetuate two ads, 1§ 
and 17 Geo. III, relative to pro 
miffory notes and bills of exchange. 

An ac to perpetuate an ata 
Geo. III. “regulating the courts 


juttice in Scotland. 


An a& to prevent frivolous and 
vexatious fuits in the ecclelaiieal 
courts. 

An 
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for encouraging the arts 
ob and orinting linens, 


aye the property thereof 


in the defigners, printers, &c, fora 


. jimited ume. 6 


. May 28. . 
Three acts. for railing money by 
r bills. 
An act for raifing monty by a 


Aa aa to farm the poft-horfe du- 


“te aét to indemnify fuch perfons 
as have omitted to qualify them- 
felves for offices, Sc. 

An act for allowing the importa- 
tion and exportation of certain 
goods in Jamaica, Grenada, Do- 
minica, and New Providence, un- 
der certain reftrictions. 

An a& to obviate objections to the 
competency of witnefles in certain 
cafes. 

Ao a&t allowing further time for 
the inrollment of deeds and wills 


made by papilts, &&c. 


May 30. 
An a& granting a certain fum of 
meney out of the confolidated fund. 


An act granting certain duties on 
glafs imported, &c. 

An act refpecting veffels and boats 
liable to feizure by an a& 24 Geo. 


_III. for preventing fmuggling, and 


alfo relative to the dunes on wine ~ 
and oil flakks, foreign geneva, and 
ebony; and for the amending of ° 
feveral laws relative tothe revenue. 

An act for making an attowance 
to the dealers in foreign wines, for 
the {tock in their poffeffion a certain 
time, é&c. 

An aét relative to the importation 
of raw hides from Ireland and Bri- 
tifh America; to the exportation 
of wheat, &c, to the Brinth fugar 
colanies ; to prohibiting the expor- 
tation of tools aod utenfils in the 
iron and fteel manufactories, and to 
prevent the feducing of artificers; 
and for granting a bounty on the 
exportation of certain’ Britith and 
Trifh linens. 

An aét appointing commiffioners 
further to enquire into the lofles of 
the loyalitts. 

An act appointing commiflioners 
further to enquire into the fees, &c. 
of certain public offices, 






































Z] ely LLe) fE tSat} t £L)-FoZ)te$ , 
* deoe |82 | 88 | Asay Feldes[ sss] #26) to Feqtes: fal 
¢ | $2 [sz 16 | S12ffe2el f€1) eziesia| £56 a7 toaltese ied 
z |PS2 [ttz og | S0ditgorl $£1). FzclEfx1| $46) ESL) S42|eeSi son 
€ [202 ItoZ gZ 9 £3z| go1| 216] FzZ) “ose Q). 
*z *69 £69 to i 2 | Soe $01) 206 +69 FoditSt1 vO 
Sz {fz |FtZ £3 ja vi) Sezifo11| £46) SEZ) SeZigcs } eda 
1 } 69 |redZ of I | ef tz} S01} 16] Lo} F£2} Sor S 
ez tl | £L Og | 760] tQ1) F5) Fezie111| £56) §hZ BSli€Si 2. 
“eg Hol} 12] Lo a z£1| Eee|*6o1| 226| Sod] A1Zitdbr $n 











z |¢02 [f69 $ f£1| S1zitgorl #16] to2) 402) Str 
z x4 F t 8/1) Ballz 
Fol |tSZ zQ } Ezdj ili) ea] fez FSii} £86) $22) ¥qZizSS1 t 
rf ez tere | $$ | £2 ae €4] Sa2| rsa] 16] £2) 2zz] Zon § UML 


a, [344 [#42 £9 | Fe AeeLel 2E1) £zziFS11) F964 222) FLc)t0S1 b cer 


epee ise| : ise perl c2fpern) $66) 94) TECHS D cing 
































1 Vol 4:82 gS | #zAyoli} 3£1) Sez] S11} £86) LL) Sq2itbSs 
Bol fclliols BEz] S11} Fe6|] #22) FL) 28S1 
g 9 O09 <f 7 £ 1 : . 
9 a7) gf | $c4i69n 21 “¢eleeut £16 TOL} FQLizeS1 f rady 
$52 ItoZ S$ | FELZiggor| Shit Eze] 596) #92) F4ZijgSt 2... 
FE lec [142 | 66 | Fed] ton} ta) teelerei] $56| 342 $SzireSe ‘a 
Sz lee |ttl $2] 42 F£o1| +1] $ezjtni1| 286) 262) SLieeSs t. t 
z iseZ\tez} ab} 12) €gt) £61] Sez] ons} £86) FEZ) So4}eiS1 § PA 
me tL) ob | Zollegoi| Efi) Fez|ef11| <F6! 392) ESl\%eS1 QV, 
PIP & "eZ 9S ‘ol Lor Ey zzifo1s| 4£6} 4EZi by 6 t uel 









































Aatxi M2N] PIO erpuy] erpay! ss0yg) Ba04}-9 -d $9 -d & [aarp f} aad ¢ pqurg 
+ ayieoyg wy 0} unop and ase qnuoy_ et JO 2J1NOD 941 UI ND01g yore jo sarLtg yamo] pus Yousiy o4L “"Z‘N 


"L£glt seaK 943 OJ YDOLS J SADIUA 








"sTT'a| “way eg om og | Gtty}yr01g) -uuy| ‘ucy *‘juo> | “Ju02 TS on 












BIOGRAPHICAL 


ANECDOTES 


AN D 


CHARACTERS, 


1757> A 














BIOGRAPHICAL 


ANECDOTES ann CHARACTERS, 


CHARACTER of GREGORY Vil. 


[Extracted from Berineton’s Hiftory of the Lives of Abeillard ang 
Heloifa. 


“ ILDEBRAND, the famous 

Gregory the Seventh, then 
wore the triple crown. He had 
been educated at Cluni, a French 
monaftery of high renown, in the 
feverity of monattic difcipline ; had 
then rifen to the firft dignities of 
the church ; and during the ponti- 
ficates of five fuccceding popes, had 
been honoured with their confidence 
in the difcharge of the moft arduous 
bufinefs.—It is well known what a 
torrent of vice had then {pread itfelf 
over the face of Chrifiendom: to 
fem this, in vain had every effort 
been made, which honeft virtue and 
chriftian zeal could fuggeft, Hil- 
debrand, with the keen fenfibility 
of a virtuous mind, had long view- 
ed the fallen ftate of religion, and 
he afcended the papal throne, with 
the unanimous approbation of all 
orders of the Roman church, big 
with vait defigns of reformation. 
“ We chufe Hildebrand for the true 
vicar of Chrift, (they are the words 
ufed at his eleétion,)a man of much 
leatning, of great piety, of pru- 
dence, juftice, fortitude, and reli- 
gion. He is modeft, abftemious, 
and chafte; regular in the difci- 
pline of his family, hofpitable to the 
poor, and from his tender years 


nurfed in the bofom of our holy 
church: to him we give thofe pow- 
ers of fupremacy, which Peter once 
received from the mouth of God.” 
‘© The fource of the evils, he la- 
mented, lay, it was evident, inthe ge- 
neral corruption of manners, in the 
unbounded fway of paffion, and in 
theabufe of power. With anintrepi- 
dity of foul, that perhaps was never 
equalled, he dared fingly to m0 
this multitudinous enemy, and he 
called the fovereigns of Europe to 
histribunal. The motives which led 
him on, and the habits of ftern vir- 
tue, which had fteeled his charac- 
ter, excluded almoft the poffibility 
of fufpicion, that he himfelf per- 
haps was arrogating a power, which 
belonged not to him, and from the 
abufe of which even greater evils 
might enfue than thofe he aimed 
to fupprefs. Minds of the wideft 
comprehenfion may be fometimes fo 
engroffed by a fingle object, as to 
be infenfible to the moft obvious de- 
duétions, which reafon in vain holds 
up before them. But the mif-con- 
ceptions of Gregory were thofe ofa 
great man, and his errars were, in 

part, the errors of the age. 
‘‘ To effe€tuate more completely 
the fchemes he had in view, he 
Az cone 
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tonceived the bold defign of mak- 
ing himfelf fole monarch of the 
earth. The concerns of Europe, 
whether eccletiaflical or civil, would 
then be brought within his own 
cognizance; he would diftribute fa- 
vours, as merit might feem to call 
for them ; and he would difpofe ot 
crowns, which, too often, he ob- 
ferved, fell upon the heads of the 
unworthy, or of men who knew not 
the proper ule of power. 

‘¢ Enthroned in the chair of the 
humble fifherman, Gregory put his 
hand tothe work. ‘The fimoniacal 
difpofal of church livings was a 
crying fin, which called aloud for 
redreis, and he hefitated not to aim 
the firit blow at the very root of the 
diforder, though it lay in the rapa- 
cious breaft of power, and in the 
courts of princes.— The inconti- 
nence of the clergy was another 
foul itain on religion; for the fons 
of God feeing the daughters of men 
that they were fair, took to them 
helpmates from among ail that 
they chofe. ‘The flern pontiff had 
no indulgence for this weaknefs 
of his brethren. 

*¢ During the twelve years of his 
reign he held cleven councils at 
Rome, the object of all which was, 
the fuppreflion of the crimes I have 
mentioned, or to entorce the exe- 
cution of decrees or difcipline, or 
to confirm, by a more folemn fanc- 
tion, the fentences of excommuni- 
cation and depefition, which, in the 
plenitude of his fuppofed power, he 
had pronounced againtt the obiti- 
nate and refractory. 

‘In twofynods he compelled Be- 
rengarius, who had innovated in the 
do¢irine of the Lord’s Supper, to 
abjure his opinions, and to fubicribe 
to the ancient faith.— The general 
eppolition, which the dogmatical 
fentiments of this man excited, 
proves at leaft their novelty in the 
tdeventh century. 
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 Studious of reconciling the fons 
divided churches of the f,4 and 
Weit, he had propofed to pass. 

himfelf to Conftantinople oy 

: ple, and to 
bring the grand controverfy to iff 
The difturbances of Europe forhed 
it.—He wrote to the Grecian em- 
peror, who had implored his fuccour 
that, at the head of the powers of 
the Weft, he would march to his 
affiftance ; and he conjured the Ger. 
man Henry and William duke 
Burgundy to join him in the enter. 
prife.—'L he idea did honour to the 
magnanimous fpirit of Gregory, 
but twenty more years were te. 
lapfe before Europe would be pre- 
pared to fend her holy warriors a. 
gainit the infidel powers of the 
Eaftern world. 

*¢ He reprimanded Salomon king 
of Hungary, that he had dared wo 
accept the inveititure of his realm 
from the hand of the emperor, and 
not from Rome. Hungary, faid be, 
was rendered feudatory of the holy 
fee by Stephen, the beft of her kings, 
and your right of holding the 
{ceptre is from hence. 

‘¢ He wrote to the kings of Den: 
mark, of Sweden, and of Norway, 
reproving what had been ill done, 
and urging them to the due dit- 
charge of their duties in the fup- 
port of religion, and in procuring 
the welfure of their people ; but 
particularly he preffes on their at- 
tention a filial obedience to the 2 
pottolic fee. 

‘© The murder of Staniflaus, bi- 
fhop of Cracow, he revenged on tle 
Polith king and the other perpetra- 
tors of the crime, in the moft fignal 
manner. In execration of the deed, 
the whole kingdom was laid under 
an interdict, the king deprived ut 
all regal power, and his fubjects ab 
folved from their allegiance.’ None 
of the fons of thofe, who either aid- 


ed or ‘advifed the crime, faid be, 
thal 














fall be promoted to holy orders to 
che end of the tourth generation. 

« The kingdom of Spain, he pre- 
vended, had, from me immemorial, 
belonged to the Roman church ; 
and when the count de Ronci ap- 

ied to him for permiffion to retain 
the lands he might conquer from 
the Saracens, who then poffeiied 
them; he granted his prayer, on 
condition, he fhould hold them in 
the name of St. Peter. But 1 would 
rather, he obferved, they fhould re- 
main in the hands of the infidels, 
than chat Chriftians fhould pofleis 
them, who might refufe to do ho- 
mage to the holy fee. 

« Alfonfus, king of Cafiile, who 
had married the near relation of 
his firit wife, he threatened with 
excommunication, if he dared to 
cohabit anv longer with her; and 
be admoniflied him to remove the 
evil counfellors, who had advifed 
him perverfely. ‘* Weighing, with 
awful refolution, fays he, the value 
of earthly poffetlions, it 1s then, I 
think, that a bifhop beft merits his 
name, when, in the caufe of jullice, 
he fuffers perfecution. In obedi- 
ence to the laws of heaven, I will 
rather be hated by the wicked than 
flatter their defires, and incur the 
anger of an irritated God.” 

* To Dalmatia, the ftates of Ve- 
nice, and to Sardinia, he wrote in 
the fame tiyle of a judge and their 
lupreme governor,—Even to the 
inhofpitable climes of Ruffia he ex- 
tended his monarchical jurifdiction. 
* Your fon, fays he to king Deme- 
thus, has been with me, requefting 
that I would make over your king- 
dom to him, in the name of St. 
Peter. His petition appeared jutt, 
and [ rranted it.” 

“ The fons of count Raymond 
had quarrelled : Gregory, as the 
umpire between contending princes, 
UAdertook to reconcile then, * Tell 
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[s} 


them, fays he, that, if they dif- 
obey my orders, and continue ene- 
mies, | will deprive them of the 
protection of St. Peter: them and 
their abettors I will retrench from 
the fociety of Chriftians : from that 
moment, their arms fholl be fuc- 
celsiefs in war, nor thall they ever 
profper.”” 

*¢ William, our Norman conquer- 
or, he treated with unufual lenity; 
he {peaks ot his virtues, ot his mode- 
ration, and his jultice ; and becaufe 
he had fhewn more refpect than 
other prince, towards the holy fee, 
his regal power, he thinks, fhould 
be more mildly handled. But when 
he fent his legate into England to 
demand an oath of fealty to himiclf 
and fucceilors, and to urge the more 
regular payment of the fubfidy duc 
to Rome, the monarch anfwered, 
that the money fhould be remitted ; 
** but as to the oath, faid he, 1 nei- 
ther have nor will make it, becaufe 
I have never promiled it, nor do I 
find that it was ever made by my 
predecefiors to yours.”’"—The pon- 
tiff was irritated; * it is his fub- 
miffion, and net his money, that I 
value, faid he; but he acquiefced : 
he feemed to be awed by William, 
and probably admired in him that 
boldnefs of f{pirit, which, from the 
dukedom of Normandy, had raifed 
him to the throne of England, 

‘© The fame was not his modera- 
tion towards Philip, king of France. 
Hearing that he had refufed to ad- 
mit to their fees fome bifhops, who 
had been canonically chofen, he 
addrefled a letrer to the French pre- 
lates, expreflive of his ftrongett in- 
dignation: ‘ either your king, faid 
he, fhall ceafe from his fimoniacal 
conduct, or the realm of France, 
ftruck by a general anathema, fhall 
withdraw from his obedience, un- 
lefs they rather chufe to renounce 
their Chrittianity.” Philp gave 

A 3 way 








, 


r 


[6] CHARACTER OF GREGORY yj1, 


way. Afterwards, in a letter to the 
monarch himftelf, he fays: ¢* re- 
flect, Sir, how great was the glory 
of your ancettors, as long as they 
continued faithful to the church, 
and protected its rights: but no 
fooner, in a change of manners, 
have the divine and human laws 
been trampled on, than your power 
and celebrity are no more, ‘The 
important duties of my charge will 
often compel me to repeat thefe 
truths to you, and fometimes per- 
haps in feverer language.’*—Philip 
had feized by violence the property 
of fome Italian merchants: Gre- 
gory commanded him to reftore it ; 
thould he neglect to do it, he wrote 
to the count of Poitiers, that it was 
his intention to remove him from 
his throne, ** Should he perfevere 
in his iniquitics, we will fever hun 
and all thofe who fhall obey him as 
their king, from the communion of 
the faithful; and every day fhall 
this anathema be renewed on the 
altar of St. Peter. We have borne 
his crimes too long ; but now were 
his power equal to that which the 
einperors of Rome practifed on the 
martyrs, no human tear fhould with- 
hold our vengeance any longer.” 
‘¢ Buritwas with Henry the [Vth, 
emperor of Germany, that was the 
grand quarrel, and here we fhall fee 
marked, in the ftrongeft colours, the 
mazsnanimous and proud fpirit of 
Gregory. What firtt raifed the in- 
dignation of the zcalous pontiff, 


was the fimoniacal diftribution of 


benefices, publicly practifed by Hen- 
ry ; and he was accufed of various 
other crimes, The pope exerted 
all his powers to ftem the raging 
torrent; he advifed, he expoitulat- 
ed, he reprimanded, and he threat- 
ened, It was in vain; confpiracies 
were formed againft him, his perfon 
was feized, but he was refcued by 
the timely interference of the Ro- 


man populace. Under pain of apg 
thema, he then ordered Henry “ 
appear betore him at Rome, and he 
fixed the day for his appearance 
The emperor difobeyed the Son, 
mons, convoked an aflembly gp 
Wormes ; Gregory is accufed of 
crimes, as unfounded, as they are 
feand lous, and the tentence of de 
poltion is pronounced avaintt him, 
On the other hand, the pope calls 
a fynod at Rome, where the prince 
is folemnly excommunicated and de. 
pofed, and his fubjects are forbidden 
to obey him. ‘The fentence was jn 
thete words. —*¢ Peter, princeof the 
apoitles, liften to thy tervant, whom 
thou hati tutored trom his youth, 
and whom, tothe prefent hour, thou 
haft freed from the hands of the 
wicked, who hate me, becaufe I am 
faithful tothee. ‘Thou cunt wit. 
nefs, and with thee cantt witne 
the holy mother of Chriit, and thy 
brother Paul, that unwillingly [ 
was compelled to mount this holy 
throne. Rather would I have worn 
out my life in exile, than have u- 
furped thy feat to gain glory and 
the praife of mortals. By thy fa 
vour has the care of the chrittian 
world been committed to me; from 
thee I have the power of binding 
and of loofening. Refting on this 
aflurance, tor the honour and fup- 
port of the church, in the name oj 
God the Father almighty, of bis 
Son, and of the Holy Ghoft, | de- 
pofe Henry, who ruthly and info- 
lently has raifed his arm againii thy 
church, from all imperial and regal 
power, and his fuljects | abtolve 
trom all allegiance to him, For tt 
is meet that he, who aims to It 
trench the majefty of thy church, 
fhould be defpoiled of his own ho- 
nours.”” 

‘+ It was the firft time that fucha 
fentence had been pronounced 
gaintt a fovercign prince. — Move 
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vate men were fhocked at the pro- 
cedures and tulked ot terms of ac- 
commodat OD» F am no enemy 
to concord, replied Gregory, let 
Henry firtt make his peace with 
Heaven; nor did IT proceed to this 
rivour, tll all ocher Mcans had been 
ried in vain.” —Some obterved that 
a prince fhould not be excommuni- 
cated" And when Chiift com- 
mitted his church to Peter, antwer- 
edthe pontiff flernly, faying, teed 
my theep, did he except kings :”” 

“« The nobles of Germany, whom 
the crimes and mifconduct of Henry 
had exalperated, rclolve not to lole 
fo favourable an occalion of retent- 
jng their injuries, and publicly an- 
nounce their intention of electing 
another matter. To ward off the 
blow, Henry crofled the Alps, hop- 
ing by this apparent fubmitlion, to 
appeate alfo the anger ot Gregory, 
Arrived at Canulium, a cattle be- 
longing to the countels Matilda, 
where the pope then was, he dil- 
milled his guard, lad down every 
enfign of royalty, and baretooted, 
jn the humble garb of a penitent, 
he prefented hinatelf at the gates. 
He was refufed admittance. It was 
winter, andthe feafon was fevere. 
Here he remained, filent and fub- 
milfive, till the rifiag of the fourth 
fun, when, at the intreaty of Ma- 
tilda and oth Ms, he Wis adinitred to 
the prefence of Gregory. An 
commodation took place, and his 
ablolution was 
dition, that he fhould ever remain 
sbedient to the holy fee, that he 
fiould appear before his acculers, 
to anfwer to their charges, and thiut 
he fhould abide by the final award 
of Rome. Henry aileoted. In the 
piefence ot the people, Gregory 
then celebrated the facred my tleries ; 
and after the conf{eeration, whillt 
the emperor and his affitlants flood 
found the altar; ** ] have been ac- 


ac- 


»! onounced, Ol CON. 
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cufed, fhid he, (turning towards 
them with the holy bread in hig 
hand,) by you and your party, of 
Various crimes, as well before ag 
in.e my promotion to the chair of 
St Peter. ‘I hey that know me can 
fullkiently atrett my innocence; 
but that the world may know it; 
l:t this body of our Lord, which 
you fe, be a witnefs to me: if J 
am guilty, may I die!” Uttering 
thefe words, he put a part of the 
facred bread into his mouth, and 
{wallowed it.——The folemn and un- 
expected action Aruck the aflembly, 
and their acclamations founded 
through the calile. The pontiff 
then addveited the aftonifhed prince. 
** My fon, the remaining portion is 
for you. ‘The German nobles have 
acculed you, and they demand that 
you be judged ; but how uncertain 
are the judgments of men! If you 
tecl yourlelf innocent, at once fave 
your own honour, filencs your ene- 
mics, and make me your friend, 
God fhall ke your judge.”” So fay- 
ing, he advanced-towards him: the 
emperor fhrunk back, and with- 
drawing, for a moment, with his 
friends, it was derermined that he 
fhould not expofe himfelf to the tre 
mendous ordeal, 

‘¢ The Lombards, looking with in- 
dignation on this bale fubmiffion ot 
their hing, refolve to pive their al- 
leviance to his fon, who was yet an 
iutant. Henry takes the algrm, and 
breaks through the treaty he had 
ruiit conrracted.—Dut the German 
trates aflemble at Forcheim, and 
being intormed by the p»pe’s le- 
pates, that the fenrenee of depohi- 
tion aga nit Henry had not been re- 
vohed, though he had been taken 
into communion, they elect for their 
hing Rodolphus duke of Suabia.— 
Grevory, to whom fufficient atten- 
tion had not been paid in this im- 
portant itep, Jor fome time feemed 
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to remain neuter between the con- 
tending factions. He received their 
ambafladors, who came to petition 
that the artillery of the Vatican 
might play on their refpective enc- 
mies. The pontiff only anfwered, 
that they flould firft lay down their 
arms, and he would judge their 
caufes. But inaction ill-accorded 
with his reftlefs di pofition: he con- 
voked another fynod, wherein Hen- 
was again excommunicated and 
depofed, and his dominions folemn- 
ly transferred to Rodolphus. To 
the new king he promifed victory ; 
and feemed to predict death and 
fuccefslefs arms to the depofed mo- 
narch. Heaven was inatientive to 
his voice; for, after repeated bat- 
tles, Rodolphus himfelf tell, Hen- 
then marched to Rome, accom- 
anied by Guibertus, archbithop of 
pda whom he had chofen an- 
ti-pope, and laid fiege to the caftle 
of St. Angelo. The tiara trembled 
on the head of Gregory; and he 
was on the point of falling into the 
hands of his enemy, when the re- 
nowned Robert Guifcard, who was 
become the .aft friend of the pon- 
tiff, marched from the Eait to his 
deliverance. The fiege was raifed, 
and Henry, whom his anti-pope had 
juft crowned emperor, retired. But 
the Romans, worn down by trou- 
bles and the devaflations of war, 
began to treat Gregory as the au- 
thor of their misfortunes. His high 


fpirit could ill-brook this 
fortune: he withdrew ¢ 
where he died the year 
In 1085. 

sé Nor was he more indulgent to 
the vices of churchmen than to the 
excefles of princes. Bithops and 
archbifhops, whofe fins were @. 
grant, he excommunicated and de. 
pofed, in all quarters of the globe 
and his cenfures fell, like the hail 1 
March, wherever vice dared to rear 
its head. But to the virtuous he 
was indulgent, and he rewarded 
their merit. 

66 Notwithftanding this extraordi- 
nary feverity of charaer and con- 
duct, Gregory found friends in the 
fufter fex, Agnes, mother to Hen: 
ry, and Matilda his relation, coun. 
tefs of Tufcany, admired him as the 
greateft and beft of men: nor was 
theirs a fterile admiration. The 
countefs made over to the holy fee 
all her poffeffions, which were con- 
fiderable, in Lombardy and Tut 
cany; her purfe and intereft were 
ever devoted to Gregory; and her 
armies were ready to march at bis 
call. As might be expected, his e- 
nemies, who were numerous, and 
particularly the churchmen, whofe 
incontinence he chatftifed with a fe- 
vere hand, were loud in their re 
fleétions ; but fo irreproachable and 
fo exemplary was the tenour of his 
life, that malevolence itfelf could 
not tarnifh its luftre.” 


reverfe of 
9 Salerno, 
following, 
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[From the fame Work. ] 


“ MONG the extraordinary 

characters, which illuftrated 
or difgraced this period, none drew 
after tt more obfervation, than that 


of Arnold, whofe name has been 
more than once mentioned, born at 
Brefcia, a town in the Venetian ter- 


ritories. When young he aa 
is 
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native country, and travelling 


so France, became a fcholar of 
peter Abeillard. What proficiency 


he made in fcience, is not faid ; but 
his contemporaries deicribe him as 
4 man endowed with no uncommon 
bilities, poflefling a great fluency 
of language with little judgmen, 
fond of novelties and of opinions 
the mott paradoxical. After many 
vears relidence in France he return- 
ed to Italy. — Arnold was foon icn- 
fible, that celebrity was not to be 
obtained by ordinary means, and 
his difpofitions were little formed to 
urfue the beaten paths of hte; to 
collet a party, to give his name to 
a fect, or to attack the rich and 
powerful, were ideas before which 
his mind expanded. Objects could 
not be long wanting for the exer- 
cife of his wildeft ambition. He 
viewed the depraved manners and 
the intemperate lives of the monks 
and clergy, and againft them he 
would direct the fevereft oppotition, 
His caufe, he well knew, would be 
popular, and the better under the 
guife of fanctity, to effect his pur- 
pofe, he threw over his fhoulders, 
the auftere drefs of a religious man. 

“Thus habied Arnold opened 
his invective in the ttreets of Brefcia. 
The people crowded round him. 
He told them he was fent to reform 
abufes, to pull down the proud, and 
to exalt the humble. He then 
pointed his declamation againft the 
bifhops, againit the clergy, againit 
the monks, and finally againit the 
Roman pontiff himfelf ; to the laity 
only he was indulgent, and them 
even he flattered in their crimes. 
Churchmen, faid he, who hold be- 
nefices, bifhops who have domains, 
and monks that have poffeffions, 
will all be damned.—His hearers 
fhouted approhation. Thefe things, 
continued he, belong to the prince, 
he may give them to whoin he 


{9} 


pleafes, but he muft give them to 
the laity, It is on their tithes and 
the voluntary contributions of the 
people that thofe fons of God mutt 
live: they mutt be frugal, conti- 
nent, and mortified, 

_ * Thus does Guntherus of Ligu- 
ria, a very elegant poet of the age, 
ipeak of Arnold and his preaching ; 

“€ Tandem natalibus oris 
Redditus, affumpta lapientis fronte, dilerto 
Fa'lebac fermone rudes ; clerumque procaci 
Inicctans odio, monachorum acerrimus 


hoftis, 
Pleb'sadulator, gaudens popularibus auris, 
Pontifices, ipfumque gravi corrudere lin- 
gua 


Audebat papam; f{celerataque dogmata 
vulyo 


Diffundens, variis implebat vocibus aures.” 


** The church of Brefcia was foon 
thrown into the greateft confufion, 
and the people, already prejudiced 
again their minifters, threatened to 
overturn their altars. The facred 
writings he had the addrefs to urge 
in fupport of his aflertions, and from 
them he denounced the vengeance 
of Heaven againit the violaters of 
the law. Indeed, nothing could be 
more glaringly offenfive than the 
ofientatious parade of the bifhops 
and yreat abbots, and the foft and 
licentious lives of the monks and 
clergy ; but Arnold, in his decla- 
mation, tar exceeded the bounds of 
truth. 


« Pontificum faftus, abbatum denique laxos 

Dampabat penitus mores, monachofque 
fuperbos. 

Veraque multa quidem, nifi tempora nofira 
fideles 

Refpuerent monitus, falfis admixta mone- 
bat. 

Et fateor, pulchram fallendi noverat ar- 
ten, 

Veris faifa probans; quia tantum [alfa lo- 
quendo 

Fallere nemo poteft,” 


‘© In 1139 was celebrated a grand 
council at Rome. Arnold was cited 
to appear before it. His acculers 

were 
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were the bifhop of Brefcia, and 
many others, whom he had ridi- 
euled end infulted, Nor from his 
judges could he look for much in- 
dulgence. He was found guilty, 
and fentenced to perpetual filence. 
Confidering his crime, this furely 
was a gentle punifhment. But Ar- 
nold, whoie higheft ambition lav in 
the free ufe of words, viewed it, 
poffibly, in a lefs partial hght: he 
therefore inftantly left Italy, crofled 
the Alps, and fat down at Zuric, 
where he dogmatized with new vi- 
rulence and great fuccets. 


 Territns, et miferx confufus imagine 
culpx, 

‘Fugit ab urbe fua, tranfalpinifque receptus, 

Qua fibi vicinas Alemannia julpicit alpes, 

Nobile Turegum, doctoris nomine faito, 

Jofedit, totamque brevi, fub tempore ter- 
ram 1 

Perfidus impuri fadavit dogmatis aura,” 


“Though Arnold had quitted 
Italy, yet had his opinions taken deep 
root, and Rome itfelf was infected 
by them. Irritated by the conduct 
of their matter, Innocent the Second, 
the Roman people affembled in the 
Capitol. It was propofed that the 

wer of the pontiff, which they 
called exorbitant, fhould be retirain- 
ed; this was carried : when fudden- 
ly, infpired as it were by the genius 
of the place, they moved thut the 
ienate, which tor years had been 
abolifhed, fhould be reftored. The 

ropolition was received with the 
laudeft acclamations. Innocent in 
vain oppofed the bold defign ; there 
was a magic init which fpread irre- 
filibly, and for a moment feemed 
to roufe the fallen {pirit of the na- 
tion. ‘The pope viewed with hor- 
ror the reverfe of fortune which 
threatened the tiara; to be fhorn 
ot his mighty power, and to become 
the mere fhepherd of the Chritian 
people, was athought too aftlicting : 


he fell fick, and died. 





“ Under his two immediate fy 
ceflors, Celeftin and Lucius wh ‘ 
reigns were but of a few neue 
the Romans purfued their dari; " 
object, They waited on the leraet 
and, 1n an imperious tone, demand, 
ed the reftitution of all the honour 
and civil rights, which had beep " 
furped from the people, The prince 
of the fenate, faid they, whom ye 
have chofen, will bett adminitter th, 
important truit: the tithes and of. 
ferings of the faithful Will fufficiens. 
ly aniwer all the exigencies of your 
holinets : it was thus that our ap. 
cient bifhops lived.—Lucius had 
recourie to Conrad, the king of the 
Romans ; and at the fame time, the 
malcontents fent an embatly to him, 
offering him their empire, and te. 
queiting that he would march to 
their aflitance. To this inVitation 
Conrad gave no atiention; he 
viewed it as an attempt, at once 
wild and licentious: but to the 
pope’s deputies he fhewed every 
mark of eiteem. Lucius furvived 
this event but a few days, 

‘© Eugenius the Third was his 
fucceffor, the friend and difciple ot 
the renowned Bernard. The night 
before his confecration the fenators 
affembled, and it was agreed, that 
either he fhould folemnly confirm 
all their proceedings, or they would 
annul his election. This refolutioa 
was notified to him. He called to- 
gether his friends ; and it was their 
advice, that he fhould neither ac- 
cede to the extravagant demand, 
nor expofe himéelf, by a refufal, to 
the fury of the populace. He there- 
tore filently withdrew trom Kame, 
and retired to a neighbouring for 
trefs. Here the ceremony of his 
confecration was pertormed, 

‘¢ Arnold who, in banifliment. had 
contemplated the effect of his adme- 
nitions on the minds of the Romans, 
and the fucects which feemed t 

follow 
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their exertions, was now in- 


aa that the pope had retired, 


and that the gates of the capital 
were open to receive him ; it was 
ikewife fuggeited to him, that his 
prefence was more than eve! necet- 

to give energy to their re- 
folves, form to their plans, and fia- 
bility to their undertakings. Ar- 
nold took fire at the news; an un- 
ufual fwell of enthufiafm filled his 
breat; and he fancied that, like 
junius Brutus, he was called at 
once to give liberty to Rome, — At 
his appearance a new ftream of vi- 
gour animated the citizens ; they 
called him their friend and diliverer. 
The Brefcian walkedamongtt them ; 
his deportment was humble, his 
countenance emaciated, his addrefs 
affable, and he fpoke to them of 
moderation, of fubmithon, of obe- 
dience.—\\ ith the nobles and new 
fenators he held another language ; 
though to them alfo he was mild and 
difident, {peaking much of virtue 
and of reipect for religion and the 
laws. 

« But no fooner was he fenfible of 
his own real influence, and faw the 
lengths to which the revolters had 
already carried their defigns, than 
he threw afide the mafk, and ap- 
peared in his own character, daring, 
impetuous, felf-fuflicient, vain. He 
barangucd the people; he talked 
ot their torefathers, the ancient 
Romans, who, by the wifdom of 
their fenate, and the valour of their 
armies, had conquered nations, and 
fubdued the earth. He dwelt on 
the names and the atchievements of 
the Bruti, the Gracchi, and the 
Scipios ; and of thefe men, taid he, 
are you not the children? He ad- 
vied, that the Capitol be inilantly 
repaired, that the equeitian order 
be Tettored, that the people have 
their tribunes, that dignity attend 
the tcnate, and that the laws, which 


jary, 
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{11} 
had been filent and neglected, be 


revived in all their vigour. He 
{poke of the pope, as of a depoted 
and banifhed tyrant: * Buc fhould 
you again be difpofed, continued 
he, to admit him within thefe walls ; 
firit fix your own rights, and deter- 
mine his. He is but your bifhop; 
let him therefore have his fpiritual 
juniidiftion, The government of 
Rome, its civil eftablithments, and 
its territories, belong to you. Thefe 
you will keep, if you have the fpi- 
rit of men, and the hearts of RKo- 
mans.” 
“Quinetiamtitulos urbis renovarevetuftos, 
Patriciosrecreare viros, prifcolque quirites, 
Nonine plebeiofecernere nomen equeitere, 
Jura tribunorum, fanctum reparare fena- 
tum, 
Et fenio fellas, mutafque reponere leges 3 
Lapfa ruinotis et adhuc pendentia murts 
Reddere primevo Capitolia priica nitori : 
Suadebat populo.” 

‘¢ Fired by this harangue, thepeo- 
ple, headed by the moft difaffected of 
the nobles, publicly attacked the 
few cardinals and churchmen who 
remained in the city; they fet fire 
to the palaces; and they compelled 
the citizens to fwear obedience to 
the new government, Moderate 
men, who faw the folly of the at- 
tempt, were fhocked at thefe ex- 
cefles of popular phrenzy ; but it 
was in vain to oppofe the torrent : 
they fubmitted, looking forward, 
with fome curiofity, to the termi- 
nation of an event, which had be- 
gun in extravaganee, and mutt end 
in difappointment. 

* kugenius till now had viewed, 
with fome concern, the wild derange- 
ment of his peoples but when it 
feemed, that their eyes opened to 
their own excefles, he could be in- 
active no longer. He excommuni- 
cated the ringleaders of the faétion, 
and at the head of his troops, who 
were chiefly compofed ot Tibur- 
tini, a people always hoftile to the 

Romans, 


Romans, he marched againft the 
enemy. His friends, within the 
walls, who were nume: ous, .0-ope- 
rated with his defigns, and in a aa 
days, overtures for peace were inade 
tothe pontiff. He acceded to them, 
but on condition, that they fhould 
annul the arrangements they had 
made, and if they would have fena- 
tors, that they fhould acknowledge 
ali their power was from him. ‘The 
people were fatisfied, and they threw 
open the gates, through which Ku- 

enius entered, among the acclama- 
_ ton of a fawning and inconflant 
multitude.—Betore this event Ar- 
nold had retired; but he lett be- 
hind him many friends flrongly at- 
tached to his perfon and princi- 

les. 

«+ We hear little more of this en- 
thufiaft, for fuch he was, tll the 
reign of Adrian, our countryman, 
when, on account of frefh tumults, 
he and his adherents were excom- 
municated, and Rome was threaten- 
ed with an interdict, unlefs they ex- 
pelled the whole wis from their 
walls. This they did, The Ar- 
noldifts retired with their champion 
into ‘Tufcany, where he was re- 
ecived as a prophet, and honoured 
as afaint. His enemics, however, 
prevailed: he was made prifoner, 
and conducted, under a ftrong ef- 
cort, to Rome. In vain” was 
great intereft made to fave his hfe ; 
he was condemned and executed, 
and his afhes thrown into the ‘Tiber, 
left the people fhould collect his re- 
mains, and venerate them as the re- 
lics of a fainted martyr. 

«© Such was Arnold of Brefcia, a 
man, whofe character, whofe prin 


ciples, and whofe views, we per- 
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haps fhould be difpofed to admi 
had his life been recorded by un 
prejudiced hiftorians, and i 
brought down to‘us drawn in the 
blackeft colours, which party, }j 
gotted zeal, and envhufiafin ‘Chall 
lay on. He was rath, mif-judging 
and intemperate, or never would 
he have enyaged in fo unequal a 
contelt.—The view of fuch a phe. 
nomenon in the twelfth century ex. 
cites a pleafing admiration. To g. 
tack the Roman pontiff and his 
clergy in the very centre of their 
power, required a more than com 
mon fhare of fortitude: to adopt a 
fettled tcheme of reltoring® to its 
priftine glory the republic ot Rome, 
demanded a firetch of thought, 
comprehenfive and enterpriting; 
and to forego the eafe and indy. 
gence of a diffipated age, for the re. 
formation of manners and the fu 

preflion of what he thought ufurped 
dominion, argued a_ charaéter' of 
mind, difinterefted, generous, and 
benevolent. But Arnold, like other 
reformers, went too far; and paf- 
lion foon vitiated undertakings, 
which were begun perhaps with 
motives the moit laudable.—The 
readinefs, with which the Romaa 
people embraced this plan of lowers 
ing the jurifdiction of the pontiff, 
and yeftraining it within thof 
hounds, which the true fpirit af 
chriftianity had fixed, at once thews, 
that they could reafon jufily, and 
that they coniidered the unbounded 
fway of the triple crown, to which 
reluctantly they fubmitred, as an 
aflumed prerogative, to which vio- 
lence or miiconftruction, and not 
clirittian right had given etlicacy.” 
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CHARACTER 


of M. TURGOT. 


(From the Life of that Gentleman, written by the Marquis of Condorcet, } 


“ Ohave deferibed the opinions 
aud the principles « t M. 
Turgot, is to bave painted his cha- 
racter. _Ifwe feldom find the charac- 
rer and conduct of men conformable 
to their principk S, it is becaute they 
feldom poticts th« principles W hich 
from hypocrify or vanity they affect 
to potfets ; or it 1s becaute their 
principles are prejudices which they 
have imbibed, and not truths whofe 
proofs they have felt; and that 
their reafon has no fhare in them. 
M. Turgot, on the contrary, had 
adopted no principle without ana- 
lvaing it, and without an intimate 
perfuaion of its truth : al his fen- 
fiments were contequences ot his 
opinions, and all his actions direcied 
by reafon. ‘This explains to us 
wherefore he was fo fevere retpect- 
ing his own moral conduct, and yet 
fo indulgent to the taults of others, 
whom he often thoughe lefs culp- 
able than our prefent focial inititu- 
tions: and wherefore it was that of 
all the crimes of humanity, the a- 
bufe of power and the contempt of 
truth, excited his ttrongefi indigna- 
tion; (tor he confidered the know- 
ledge of truth as the toundation ot 
b»ppinefs, and the fentiment of be- 
nevolence as the fountain of every 
other virtue :) and wheretore, laft- 
ly, he heid the diffulion of know- 
ledge by means of good produc- 
tiuns, as one of the mott important 
fervices that could be conferred up- 
on fociety ; and could never for- 
give thofe who by retirictions upon 
the liberty of writing injured the 
progreis of knowledye, nor thofe 
who defended in their works fenti- 
ments which they could not be- 
lieve. Impoftors, whatever habit 
aud mafk they wore, excitedin him 
2 


an averlion mixed wih difgutt; 
becaufe in his eyes to deceive men, 
and to do them a real injury, was 
the fame thing. —This flrong con- 
viction of mind, when gnited to 
courage, produces tirength of cha- 
racter ; und we feel how rare a phe- 
nomenon it muft be. M. Turgot 
poffetted it, and could not help 
defpifing the man who poflefled 
wt not. Indulgent towards thofe 
who gave way, or who furrendered 
themlelves entirely to their difpofi- 
tion for pleafure, he was inexora- 
ble when they mixed religious prac- 
tices with fuch gratifications; be- 
caufe this miatyre is a proof either 
of a fhametul pufillanimity, or a 
ciimiual hypocrfy..—His hatred of 
the wicked was open and inrecon- 
cileable: and he even pretended 
that honeft men only were ever in- 
exorable; for that knaves knew 
how to injure and to revenge, but 
not how to hate.—Satire, if it were 
true, aud had vice and public 
crimes only tor its object, appeared 
to him ajutt weapon. He believed 
that a main might be permitted to 
conceal his name, for it was not 
neceffary, for a mere difplay of 
courage, that an honeft man fhould 
expofe himfelf to unjuft opprethon ; 
and [thus] the moft virtuous man 
that perhaps ever exifled wrote fa- 
tirical verfes. 

‘© As he could not diffemble his 
hatred of the wicked, and his con- 
tempt for cowardice and meannefs, 
thefe fentiments involuntarily paint- 
ed themfelves upon his face, his 
looks, and upon his whole counte- 
nance.—This defect in the com- 
mand of his outward deportmenr, 
refulting from the candour of his 
foul, contiibuted as much as his 

con- 
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confined education to the timidity 
and embarraflinent that he carried 
with him into the world. To fuch 
adegree did they extend, that he 
permitted falfe arguments, and 
fometimes, though very feldom, 
bad principles to be advanced in his 
company, without oppotition, and 
without diivancing a word in favour 
of truth: but he could never fi- 
lence the features of his tace.— As 
this hatred of the vicious was a 
confequence of his love of human 
nature, it never infpired in him in- 
jullice or vengeance. It influenced 
not even his judgments. He praif- 
ed his moit inveterate enemy, if he 
did any thing deferving of praife, 
and defended him againtt any un- 
juft imputation, allowing him the 
merit or the good qualities that he 
really poffeffed ; but he did not 
think hinfelf obliged, in order to 
obtain the reputation of a great 
foul, to betray the truth, nor to 
fpare vice becaufe himfelt had been 
the victim of it. 

“ His difintercftednefs was fuch 
might be expected from tirict juf- 
tice, an exact eftimation of the ad- 
vantages of wealth, and atrue fu- 
periority of mind, The difintercft- 
ednefs which is allied to vanity, 
and of which men are defirous of 
making a merit, excited his com- 
paffion or his contempt.—Poffetling 
the virtue of humanity in its high- 
elt perfection, he exercifed it with 
all the delicacy, and I dare affert 
with all the refinement, of which 
it is fufceptible. It was his duty to 
be beneficent, but he was fo with- 
out ofentation ; and he confidered 
this virtue as a weaknefs, unlefs by 
fubjefting it to reafon it was made 
ferviceable to the general utility. — 
Alfhis fentiments were pure; all 
his firft impuHes were mild or cou- 
ragcous ; and his calm foul, replete 
with candour and jutftice, offered to 
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the eyes of thofe who could look 
: y Vin : at 
it a tpectacle equally delightful 
fublime. : _ 
eT he conftant agreement be. 
tween his Principles and his conduét, 
his fentiments and his reafoy ; the 
union of ftedtatt juftice with the 
fweetelt humanity, of the mof jf. 
gorcus virtues with the mott ami. 
able ualities, of fenfibiliry with 
firmnets of character, of juftnels 
with fubtlety of thought, of method 
in reafoning with boldnefs of ideas 
of refined analyfis with extentive 
views, of depth with accuracy of 
derail ; the uncommon merit of 
having embraced every thing in his 
knowledge, and the more uncom 
mon merit {till ot having introduced 
into the mighty whole fo much 
clearnefs and truth ; an immoveable 
conftancy in his opinions, without 
ever exaggerating them; all thee 
qualities, form an affemblage that 
is perhaps peculiar in the hittory of 
man, a.d which could not have 
been exhibited but in a peaceable 
and cultivated nation, and in anen 
lightened age. 

*¢ Many individuals have pradtifed 
great virtues with more eclat, have 
pofleffed more brilliant qualities, and 
difcovered in a fingle line more ge 
nius; but no man perhaps everdit- 
played a whole fo pertect and fo im 
poting. It feems as if his wifdom 
and his ftrength of mind, by fe- 
conding the happy gifts of nature, 
had made him not fufceptible at 
any ignorance, weaknefs, or detect, 
but what are infeparable from the 
{tate of a limited being. 

‘It is in this extraordinary union 
that we fhould look both for the 
fource of the little juftice that wa 
done to him, and of the hatred that 
was excited again him, Envy 
feems to attach itfelf more clofely 
to that which approaches to perfec: 


tion, than to that which, though # 
firikes 





{or 
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frikes with aftonifhment, affords, 
by a mixture of defects and vices, 
chat confolation of which envy 
fands inneed. We may hope to 
dazzle the eyes of men and obtain 
che title of a man of genius, by 
combating or by flatrering popular 
rejudices with addrets, and we may 
hope to cover Our actions with the 
wink of fome exaggerared virrue 5 
pat the conftant practice of virtue 
that is fimple and unoftentanious, 
with a reafon always upon the 
fetch, and always tteady in the 
road of truth; this is what hypo- 
crif’, this is what impotture defpair 
of imitating ; and is therefore what 
they endeavour to itifle and de- 
trov. 

« To judge properly of M. Tur- 
got, i¢ is neceflury to know his 
whole character. He might have 
been thought cold, and yet his rea- 
fon only had preferved him from 
being very paflionate. He was ef- 
teemed difdaintul, whereas never did 
man feel a more protound efteem 
for talents and virtue, or fet a high- 
er price upon the efforts of medio- 
crity, when modeft, and ufefully 
employed. He appeared minute ; 
but it was only becaufe he had in- 
cluded every thing in one vat plan, 
and connected whatever appeared 
ot importance in his eyes by ties 
that often were invifible to all but 
himfelf. He feemed fufceptible of 
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prejudice ; but it was only becaufe 
he judged for himéel#, and becaute 
the common opinion had ao power 
over him. He was believed proud ; 
but it was only becaufe he conceal- 
ed neither the conicioufnels of his 
powers, nor the firm conviction of 
his opinions ; and becaufe, feeling 
how clofely they were connected 
with each other, he would veither 
abandon them in converfation, nor 
defend feparately any detached part. 
The particulars ot his opinions 
were indeed not known, and few 
perfons in Europe were ripe tor do- 
ing juitice to them as a fytlem, 
and as the cafe could not be com- 
pared tothat of derached difvoverics 
in a fingle ference, or literary worke 
in actual pofletiion of the public, 
how could perfons under the influ- 
ence of prejudices judge of him 
with tairmefs ? 

** [te was by thefe circumftances 
that a man who never did any thing 
but what was good, might happen 
to have many enemies; while his 
reputation as a virtuous and intre- 
pid citizen, and as one pofledled of 
underftanding and extenfive know. 
ledge, correfponded among the vul- 


‘gar'to their idea of one of the mott 


extraordinary men that mature ever 
produced, and of one perhaps who 
fell the leaft fhort of that perfce- 
tion tv which human nature can be 
ratied.”” 





PARTICULARS of the LIFE of Dr. JOHN JEBB. 


FExtracted from Dr. Disnev’s Memoirs of his Life, prefixed to the 
Edition ot his Works. } 


“ JOHN Jebb, the fubject of thefe 
memoirs, was born in South- 
ampton-ftreet, Covent-Garden, Lon- 
don, on the 16th of February, 1736, 
+S He was the eldeft fon of the 


rev. John Jebb, (who was the 
youngeft fon of Mr. Samuel Jebb, 
formerly of Manstield, in Notting- 
hamfhire) dean of Cafhell in the 
kingdom of Ireland, and of Anne, 

daugh- 
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daughter of David Ganfell, efq. 
of Donyland-hall, near Colcheiter 
in Effex. 

«“ He received the elements of his 
education at different {chools in va- 
rious towns of Ireland and Eng- 
land, viz. Drogheda, Carlow, and 
Dublin, in the oe ; and Shrewt- 
bury, Stand near Manchefter, Lei- 
cefter, and Chelierfield, in the lat- 
ter kingdom. He continued two or 
three years at Cheiterfield, and con- 
cluded his fchool education under 
the tuition of the rev. William Bur- 
row, and the rev. Saunders, 
then joint-mallers of the grammar 
fihool there. As he was kept lon- 
ger at Cheflerfield, and had received 
more advantage from the attention 
of the mafters, than at any tormer 
place, he was wont to exprefs his 
obligations to them, in the terms of 
gratitude, to which their abilities 
and care entitled them. 

‘From Chetiertield he was again 
removed into Ireland, and admitted 
pentioner in the univertiry vt Dub- 
lin, July -th, 1753, under the tui- 
tion of the rev. Dr. Leland; and 
while Dr. Baldwia was provoft ot 
the college. 

“ The inttitution of trequent pub- 
lic examinations, and the diftribu- 
tion of literary rewards, as an en- 
couragement to proficiency in aca- 
cemical exercifes, formed fome of 
the wife regulations of that uni- 
verfity. In Eatter term, 1754, our 
young academic obtained copies of 
Horace, Juvenal, Terence, and 
Plato’s Dialogues, as the reward of 
his diligence and learning. 

‘¢ In the {ummer vacation of this 
year, Mr. Jebb again croffed the 
Channel, and came into England ; 
and was once more detlined -to 
change the place of his education. 
In oscsnary caics, fuch trequent re- 








@ Dr. Law dicd within a few months pat, 
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moval is unfavourable to real im. 
provement: and, being liable , 
unfettle the attention, to der. = 
the acquirements already made. ost 
P . caps 4 ’ 
to increafe the difficulties and dif. 
couragements in attaining the ele. 
mentary parts of language and (i. 
ence, is fometimes fatal to a youn 
mind. Very fortunate for M; 
Jebb, it feems to have been almos 
indifferent to his literary prosrefs 
in how many places he received the 
letions of inttruction. And, as the 
Enghifh univerfities acknowledge 
the legitimacy of their relationfy 
to the univertity of Dublin, he jog 
no academical time by his removal 
trom thence. Accordingly he was 
admitted penfioner of St. Pete’; 
college in Cambridge, on Novem. 
ber the cth, 1754 5 under the wi- 
tion of the rev. Daniel Longmire, 
and the rev. William Oldham, who 
were, wt that time, the two ijearmed 
and much re/pected tutors of that 
college: and, during the vacancy 
of the matierfhip, by the refigna. 
tion of Dr. Keene, then bithop wo’ 
Chetier, and previous to the ap. 
pointment of Dr. Law, the prefen: 
bifhop of Carlitle*. 

‘¢ Mr. Jebb being, by the rules ot 
the univerfity of Cambridge, ea- 
tiled to the terms which he had 
kept in the college of Dublin, he 
coniequently proceeded to take the 
degree of bachelor of arts in Jano- 
ary 1757; and his place, in the dit. 
tribution of honours on that occa 
fion, was that of fecond wrangler. 
And when it is confidered, that pre- 
cedency, at fuch times, was only to 
be attained by fuperior skill in the 
mathematics and natural philoio- 
phy ; and that fo eminent a mathe- 
matician as Dr, Waring, the pre 
fet Lucafian profeffor, was the firf, 
Mr. Jebb’s place becomes equal, 1a 


honour, 
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ronour, to the highett diftinAion 
gq ordinary ocealions. } 

« Immediately upon having taken 
his degree, he undertook the charge 
and trouble of private pupils: and 
continued this kind of tutorage, 
during the whole time of his fucure 
! wefidence in the univerhty. His 
, yawearied diligence, in conducting 
: the ftudies of fix or eight young 
) perfons, at feparate parts of the day, 
| befides the purfuit of his own im- 

provement, are proofs of an atten- 
rion and labour, not only unvtual 
* his early age, but frequently 
more than equal to the conititution 
snd abilities of the moft able and 
iiduous at any period of life. 

“ Bur, notwithftanding the hin- 
drunce arifing from this courfe of 
rutorage, he obtained, in 1758, the 
fecond prize of fifteen guineas, an- 
nvally given, by the members of 
the univerfity, to the authors of the 
belt compotitions in Latin profe, 
being middle or fenior bachelors of 
ats. Dr. Roberts, the prefent pro- 
volt of Eron college, was his af- 
jociate in fuccefs, and obtained the 
frit. The fubject appointed tor 
thele exercifes, this year, was ; 
*Utrum diverfarum ventium mores 
% inthtuta folvi poffunt ex diverfo 
earundem fitu.”’ 

‘In the month of June 1760, Mr. 
Jebb was admirted probationer fel- 
low of St. Peter’s college, and pro- 
ceeded to the degree of mafter of 
arts at the commencement in the 
fame year ; and on the firtt of July 
1761, was confirmed fellow, by Dr. 
Mawfon, bith p ot Ely. 

“On the fixth of June 1762, he 
was Ordained deacon at Buckden, 
by Dr. John Green, bifhop of Lin- 
coln; and on the twenty-fifth of 
September, 1763, he was admitted, 
by the fume bifhop, into prieft’s 
orders, 

7 — 22d of Auguft, 1764, 

1797. 
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JOHN JEBB. {1>] 
Mr. Jebb was collated by Dr. Mat- 


thias Mawton, bifhop of Ely, tothe 
{mall vicarage of Gamlingay, near 
Porton, in Bedfordfhire, upon the 
recommendation of Dr. Law, maf- 
ter of Peterhoufe. On the 17th of 
the following October, he was elect- 
ed by the univerfity into the rec- 
tory of Ovington, near Warton, in 
Norfolk, after a competition with 
the rev. Henry ‘Turner, then fel- 
low of St. John’s college, now vi- 
cir of Burwell, in Cambridgethire. 
Upon caftng up the votes, there 
appeared to be for Mr. Jebb, gt ; 
for Mr. Turner, 73: and, accord- 
ingly, he was inilituted into the 
fame, the 15th of December fol- 
lowing. 

“© On the 2gth of the fame month, 
(December 1764) Mr. Jebb mar- 
ried Anne, eldett daughter of the 
rev. James Torkington, rector of 
Little Stukely, in Huntingdonthire, 
and of lady Dorothy Sherard, 
daughter of Philip, fecond earl of 
Harborough. 

‘¢ Early in the year 1765, Mr. 
Jebb, together with the rev. Ro- 
bere Thorpe, fellow of Peterhoufe, 
and the rev. George Wollafton, 
tellow of Sidacy college, publithed, 
in a finall quarte, a comment on 
thofe parts of Sir aac Newron’s 
«© Principia,”? which more immedi- 
ately relate to the fyftem of the 
world. The title of the joint work 
of thefe able and judicious philofo- 
phers, was, ** Excerpta Pa e 
Newtoni principiis philofophia na- 
turalis, cum notis variorum.” But 
as it was the produce of the united 
judgment and labours of three 
friends, without any poffibiliry of vif- 
criminating their refpective fhares, 
it muft remain the undividtd and 
honourable praperty of them all. 
And, confequently, however valu- 
able in itfelf, is excluded from a 
place in thefe volumes. The uni+ 


B verity 
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verfity of Cambridge, continues to 
bear teftimony to the utility and 
excellence of this work, by the ge- 
neral ufe of it, in the courfe of aca- 
demical education. 

«After the publication of the 


“© Exeerpta,”’ Mr. Jebb removed 
to Potton in Bedfordfhire, and fet- 
tled in hired lodgings there, with 
a view of being near to Gamlin- 
gay: which vicarage, however, he 
religned the rgth of Auguil, 1765, 
having held it not quite twelve 
months. But he continued at Pot- 
ton from April to November; dur- 
ing which time, i find, that, befides 
a great variety of other exploy- 
ments, ** he read through the Pen- 
tateuch in Hebrew, harmonized the 
Golpels, read about five hundred 
verfes in the Koran, and fome other 
things in Arabic, and ftudied geo- 
graphy.” Inthe latter end of De- 
cember, he returned to Cambridge, 
and refided ina houfe in St. An- 
drew’s parifh, In the following 
fpring, (March 28, 1766), he en- 
tered on the curacy of St. Andrew’s 
church; the rev, Dearing Jones, 
rector of Navenby, m Lincolnthire, 
being then alfo vicar of that parifh. 
Mr. Jebb was likewile appointed 
lecturer of St. Andrew’s, in the 
room of the rev. Henry Hubbard, 
who had been in that place near 
twenty years. 

© On Mr. Jebb’s re-fettlement in 
Cambridge, he again refumed the 
office and labour of private tutor, 
and had feven pupils atrending him 
every day; adding to the accultom- 
ed labours of this employment, lec 
tures in Butler’s Analogy, on Sun- 
day evenings. He alfo read lec- 
tures at ‘lrinity-hall, in Tully’s 
Offices, for Dr. Ridlington, during 
the two fift terms of this year ; 
and applied ifto the itudy of 
French and itccan, under the in- 
firuction of a friend. 


‘* Mr. Chappelow, profeffor of 
Avabie, died on the 14th of January 
1768. Upon his deceafe, Mr, lebb 
offercd himfelf a candid 
profeflorfhip. le had previoutly 
qualified himfelf in the Arabic “ 
guage, by much appl cation apd 
ttudy, and, I have tome reafog to 
think, not without a view to that 
appolntment, particularly as the 
very advanced age of Mr, Chappe. 
low made a vacancy an event that 
might naturally be expected at yo 
very diitint time. The competi« 
tors for this office, were few: and 
I remember to have herd the ge. 
neral voice of the univerfity de. 
cidedly in favour of Mr. ‘Tebb. 
There arofe, however, a candidate 
whote fuccefs, fuperfeded Mp, 
Jebb’s_ well-founded pretentions ; 
and that candidate was his near ree 
lution, and, I believe, at that time, 
his fnend. The perfon here meant 
was Dr. Samuel Hallitax, who was 
then the reprefentative, or deputy, 
ot Dr. Ridhngton, protefflor of civil 
law, to whofe chair he was cone 
fidered by himielf as heir apparent, 
and to which he actually fucceeded 
in about two years afterwards, 
When the univertity were difpofed 
to be friendly to our author, it is 
to be lamented that he found an 
adverfary, who, from academical 
connections, had the greater inte. 
re(t among the heads of houfes, 
with whom lay the election. It is 
alfo to be regretted, that the fame 
gentleman, who was fo well at- 
fured of fucceeding foon to the 
chair of civil law (the immediate 
line in which he was engaged), 
fhould impatiently feize the pafling 
offer of the Arabic protefiorfip, 
the prejudice of another, who 
would fo honourably have filled it; 
and who would have devoted tome 
time, at leaf, to the teaching that 
language in the univeriity, = 


ate toy the 
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re may be prefumed, was certainly 
in the contemplation of the tound- 
a On the 21 {tof November, 1768, 
he entered on his courfe of lectures 
on che Greek Teitament : concern 
ing which, the “ Short Account 
be alterwards publifhed, will afford 
the beft fatistaction. In this em- 
loyment he eminently increafed 
his ufefulnefs ; and found, in his 
own reflections on the good work 
he was engaged in, that confola- 
tion which {fupported him under 
the bittereft and moft unrelenting 
ill ufage ; and to the latt hour of 
his life, he enjoyed, in the review 
of his own improvement in the 
knowledge of the icriptures, and of 
his carnelt endeavours to promote 
it in others, that fatistaction which 
the world could neither give nor 
take away. 

“The patronage of Mr. Jebb, 
which, in every view, would have 
done honour to the reputation of 
the univerfity of Cambridge, was 
relerved tor a private gentleman, 
except his election into the fimall 
living ot Ovington, betore mention- 
ed. On July 10, 1769, he was 
inttituted to the vicarage of Flixton, 
near Bungay, in Suffolk, on the 
prefentation of William Adair, efq. 
of Flixton-hall. And on the 4th 
ot April, 1770, was inftituted to 
the united rectories of Homerstield, 
and St. Crofs, parifhes contiguous 
to Flixton, upon the fame prefen- 
tation. Being alfo, in the fummer 
ofthe fame year, nominated chap- 
lain to Robert earl of Harborough. 
In conlequence of the acceflion of 
thefe preterments, though not con- 
iiderable in themfelves, he refign- 
ed, fome time in the month of Oce 
tober, 1771, the rectory of Oving- 
ton, which he had received from 


thre Univerfiry; and Mr, Sheep- 
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fhanks, fellow of ‘St. John’s col- 
lege, was e'ected in his place. 

* Dr. Hallifax fucceeding to the 
profetfoifhip of civil law, in the 
month of October, 1770, upen tire 
death of Dr. Ridiington; Mr. Jebb 
once more folicited that of Arabic, 
which Dr. Hallitax then vacated: 
but as he had now, by exerotiing 
that liberty of prophctying, which 
becomes every protettant Chriitian ¢ 
and by recommending the fanse to 
others, in his theological ‘lectures, 
greatly ottended the majority of the 
electors, he was again difappointed. 
When he was oppofed by Dr. Hal- 
lifax, the electors were well inclined 
to do jufiice to his learning; on 
his fecond canvafs for the fime of- 
fice, the {pirit of inquiry which he 
had raifed among the younger ftu- 
dents, was imputed to him as a 
crime deferving the refentment ot 
their feniors. In thefe obferva 
tions, his opponent is no way con- 
cerned. Mr. Craven, the fuccefi- 
ful candidate, was a truly refpect- 
able character, and now enjoys, 
with reputation, that laurel which 
friendfhip would have placed on the 
brow of Mr. Jebb. 

‘Karly in the year 1771, the 
defign was formed of applying to 
parliament tor relief in she matter 
of fubfeription to the Liturgy and 
thirty-nine articles of the church 
of Eneland, Mr. Jebb was ac- 
quainted with and affified in it by 
his counfels, froma very early pe- 
riod. He came to London, upon 
this errand, in the month of April; 
and on July the 17th, he attended 
the firft general meeting at the 
Feathers tavern, in confequence of 
public advertifement for that pur- 
pofe; at which time, he was ap- 
pointed one of the ** committee, to 
prepare a petition to parliament to 
obtain redrefs in the matter of fub- 

Ba {cription 
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fcription to the Liturgy and thirty- 
nine articles of the church of Eng- 
land.” 

4 At a meeting of that commit- 
tee, gn the zoth of September fol- 
lowing, a draft of a petition was 
laid before them, pet after fome 
revifion, approved. And the pe- 
tition fo agreed on, was afterwards 
adopted, at the fecond general 
meeting, on the 25th of the fame 
month. 

‘©In the interval between fuch 
fecond general meeting and the tol- 
lowing one, fixed for December the 
rith, or, more accurately, very 
foon after the 2¢th of September, 
it was judged expedient to circul.ute 
an explicit account of the plan and 
defign of the affociation; and though 
fuch paper was not formally avow- 
ed, by vote, either of the commit- 
tee or general meeting, it was una- 
nimoutly approved by the commit- 
tec, and printed at their joint ex- 
pence. It has generally been de- 
nominated ‘+ the Circular Letter ;”’ 
and this letter was the production 
of Mr. Jebb, fubject indeed to tome 
few corrections, which the feveral 
members of the committee fuggett- 
ed, 

“In January 1772, the letters 
which Mr. Jebb had written in the 
courfe ot the winter, in the White- 
hall evening pott, under the tigna- 
ture of ** Paulinus,” were collected, 
revifed, and re-publifhed together, 


in a pamphlet, at the initance of 


fome particular friends. They 
were much read and circulated ; 
aud were generally underitood to 
render efflential fervice to the caufe 
of the petitioning clergy, previouf- 
ly to the introduction of their peti- 
tion into the houfe of commons. 
Notwithflanding which, it is appre- 
hended, that the author’s fenti- 
ments concerning the refermation 


of the eflablifhed church, under- 


JOHN JEBs. 


went fome further confiderable 
changes in the lublequent part of 
his life. 

* The fourth general meetiy 
of the clerical petitioners was held 
the 23d of January, 1772, whep 
the former committee, (with the 
addition of feveral other pertons,} 
were ** appointed to carry the 
tition into the houfe of commo 
as carly as potlible that feffion of 
parliament.” And the petition was 
accordingly prefented on the 6th of 
February, by fir William Mere. 
dith, and his motion thereon was 
feconded by Mr. Thomas Pitt, 
now lord Camelford. 

“Thus much is obferved, only 
to flew the perfonal concen and 
fhare Mr. Jebb took in the whole 
ot that bufinefs, without any inten- 
tion of entering into a detail of the 
proceedings of the aflociation. 

“¢ During the months of Febru- 
ary, March, and April, 1773, Mr. 
Jebb was particularly employed in 
attendance on the bufinefs of the 
clergy affociated tor obtaining reliet 
in the matter of fubfcription ; and, 
on the queftions relating to the 
eftablifhing annual examinations at 
Cambridge. 

“It may be thought by fome 
perfons, who have been ufed to 
confound academical foundations 
with monaftic inftitutions, that the 
difputes in the univerfity may be 
of no more confeauence than the 
brawls and contentions of monks 
and friars; but, when they recol- 
lect that, in Mr. Jebb’s idea, the 
univerfities were to be confidered 
in a more important view, as foun- 
dations protected by the legitlature, 
and refpontible to the public for 
the difcharge of a moft facred trutt, 
the education of the youth dettined 
to occupy the firit we NaH = 
every profeffion in the ftate, can W¢ 


wonder at his zeal and perfeveras 
i 


. 
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a acaufe fo effential to this great 
yrpofe, and fo requifite in a place 
where flatefmen, patriots, ciuzens, 
formed ? . 
wih this juft and enlarged idea 
ef the importance of education, 
every member of the community 18 
cndebted tv him for his unparallel- 
ed exertions to fecure the native 
virtue, and to improve the ufeful 
knowledge of future generations. 

« The hiftory of his labours and 
eforts for the reformation of the 
univerfity of Cambridge, by the 
elablifhing of annual examinations, 
would, of itfelf, form no inconfi- 
derable work, if given in detail, 
and would be moft worthy of being 
preferved. He has in part per- 
tormed this tak in his *¢ Kemarks”’ 
on the fubject; but the difpute 
continued fome time, after the pub- 
lication of the latt edition of that 
tratt, and confequently the account 
falls fhort of the final iffue of this 
important bufinets. 

“Dr, Cooke entered on his 
vice-chancellorthip, on November 
qth, 1772, and in his fpcech upon 
that occafion, treated in general 
of the extent and importance of 
acalem'cel education, and of the 
care and attention neceffary in thofe 
who fhould conduct it, with fo 
much {pirit and good fenfe, as in- 
duced Mr. Jebb to hope, that the 


favourable moment was arrived, for 


the introduction of his long pro- 
jected inftitution. 

“Tn this pe fuafion, he commu. 
mecated to the vice-chancellor, on 
the twenty-firft of that month, his 
plan of improvement: but, afier 
many truitlefs delays, he found 
bin indifpofed to combat the difli- 
culties, which might poflibly be 
thrown in the way of fuch an en- 
terprize, 

—“ After a fufpenfion of all mea- 
‘res, On his part, for four months, 
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in deference and compliment to the 
vice chance|lor, he reiolved to give 
his plan to the public, and to try 
its tuccefs in the fenate. He pub- 
lifhed his Kemarks on the 6th of 
April, a fecond edition on the 16th, 
and a pottfcript on the 214 of the 
fame month, 

** On the 8th of May, Mr. Jebb 
offered his firft grace for an annual 
examination, which was reje‘ted 
in the caput without any reafon 
being afligned for fuch rejection, 
On the i-th of the fame month, 
he offered his fecond grace, and 
immediately, on the fame day, a 
third, and a fourth grace to the 
fame ettect ; but all of them were 
rejected, 

* After this treatment at Cam- 
bridge, Mr. Jebb retired to Bun- 
gay, the 25th of June, and conti- 
nued there nll October; where he 
ftudied French and Tralian, and 
procecded in a plan of fome politi- 
cal or conftitutional leftures. 

‘¢ The fummer recefs was fruit- 
ful in many important events to 
Mr. Jebb, of a different kind; and 
fume of thefe I wifh to mention, as 
nearly as may be, in the order im 
which they occurred, that my reas 
der may obferve his various occu- 
pations, and the great confequences 
which were involved in their iffue 3 
and thereby be better able to cone 
template the anxieties of his mind, 

‘In Auguft, 1773, Mr. Jebb 
firft communicated to a few feleé 
friends, his intenticn to refign his 
preferments in the eftablifhed 
church: vor was fuch refignation 
delayed, but on account of reaions 
which were both difinterefted and 
powerful. His mind, however, at 
this time, fuffered much diiquies 
tude, while flruggling under the 
demands of duty, and the obliga- 
tions of pertonal artachments, 


which he had fo ingenuoufly ex- 
B3 


prefled 
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preffed more than a year before this 
time. 

‘While under this embarraff- 
ment, and fome months beiore he 
executed his purpofe of refigning 
his-preterment, he finally refolved 
never 'o read again the public fer- 
vice of the church, although, while 
he continued in its communion, he 
occafionally preached in it. 

** In aletter dated from Bungay, 
the roth of October, I find a fami- 
liar detail of fo fingular an inci- 
dent, that I will cite it, as well for 
its originality, as to diverfify the 
events of our narrative.  Previ- 
outly obferving, by the way, that 
Dr.. Goodall, archdeacon of Sut- 
folk, held his ufual vifitation of a 
few pariihes in the neighbourhood, 
and which were under a jurifdic- 
tion, ftyled, “the generals ,’? in Mr. 
Jebb’s parith church of Flixton, on 
Sepiamber the 25th, this. year. 
This meeting was atrended by Dr. 
Gooch, Meffrs. Smith, Ray, Stock- 
dale; Reeve, and Paddon, from a- 
mong the neighbouring clergy. On 
this occafion, fuys Mr. Jebb, in 
the foregoing letter, * the arch- 
deacon appointed prayers to be 
aead im my church ; 1 appointed 
myielf preacher, and gave a dil- 
courfe upon fubfcription. The 
archdeacon was greatly enraged, 
although a Wollaftonian; and 
publicly rebuked me before the 
clergy at the public houfe where 
we met: much altercation enfued, 
vet, | tru(t, I kept my temper. 
{told him, I had a right to preach 
every day in the week, if Ithought 
proper; he was at liberty to re- 
tire, if he difliked my doctrine: 
he talked of authority, complain- 
ing to the diocefan, &c. but, I refo- 
lutely told him, I fhould have ufed 
the fume language to the bifhop, 
had 1 met with equal provocation. 


At lati, he thought it beft to hold 
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his tongue, and be quiet, Muci 
more was faid, but this was the 
fubttance. For fome days | ry 
pected a fummons to Norwich bes 
have heard no more of jr, 1 ated 
thus, with a view to call the dttre 
tion of the Norwich clergy to oy; 
caufe, and have in part {ucceeded.” 

“In the opening of the year 
1774, Mr. Jebb refumed the bys. 
nefs of academical reformation 
with a fpirit unfubdued by dif. 
pointment and ill ufage. For, op 
the 16th of February, he propoied 
a grace, which pafled both houfes 
the next day, conitituting another 
fyndicate for the purpole of delibe. 
rating on the proper meafures of 
retorm to be introduced into the 
univerfity ; but taking care, at the 
fame time, that the concurrence of 
the majority of the whole number 
fhould be neceflary to their report, 
previoufly to its being offered to 
the fuftrage of the fenate. The 
fyndicate (as is ufwal in fach cafes) 
was nominated by himfelf; and 
although he.was forced to compli 
ance in a few inflances, the greater 
number were men, as he farina 
private letter, ‘* who had integrity, 
learning, and ability, and were well 
difpofed to the good work. 

‘6 In the courfe of the fyndies 
proceeding in their bufinefs, many 
difficulties were thrown in. then 
way; but they were furmountec 
by the better difpofition to retorm- 
ation, which pervaded that reipect- 
able body. 

“ On the 28th of March, 1774 
the fyndics finally clofed, and tig 
ed the nineteen refolutions which 
they had come to, as proper be 
fubmitted to the fenate for thet 
approbation, agreeably to their ap- 
pointment by the grace which pal 
ed both houfes on the 17th of Fe 
ruary. 
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& Thefe refolutions were read 

‘n convocation, April 1, and voted 
in the fenate, on the rgth ot the 
fame month ; and, to the real afto- 
nithment of both fides, were re- 
rected. 
" « The year 1775, afforded a 
continuation of his Iabours, in the 
recommendation of annual exami- 
nations; and completed the defign, 
which he had long contemplated 
with anxious folicitude, of relin- 
quithing his preferment and fitua- 
tion in the eftablifhed church. 

“ Mr. Jcbb had previoutly ac- 
wainted {ome of his parucular 
friends, with his determined pur- 
pofg, and wrote to them in the pro- 
erefs of its accomplifhment. ** I 
have written,”” fays he, (in a letter 
dated September the 26th, 1775) 
“to my patron, and to the bifhop 
af Norwich. My fituwation, I 
thank God, and a good friend, ‘will 
not be diftreifing, though it -will 
be precarious, as I act, I ‘am 
afraid, in oppolition to the inclina- 
tion of thofe who, ‘Ihave reafon 
tothink, have it in their power to 
ferveme. But no more of this. I 
am eafy in the thouchts of being 
delivered from what I efteem worfe 
than Egyptian bondaze.”” 

‘Mr. Jebb- ftill remained at 
Cambridge, and probably would 
have continued to have done fo, 
had not his opponents carried their 
relentments to the cutting off the 
fources of his fupport there. ‘The 
few months he ftayed in the uni- 
verfity, were, however, employed 
in her fervice in forwarding the 
great eye of annual examina- 
tions; but his having relinquifhed 
his fituation in thee ttablifhed church 
tended greatly, as it fhould feem, 
to defeat its fuccefs. 

“ After various plans in refpect 
to Mr. Jebb’s future profeffion and 
¢mployment, as the means of an 
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honourable livelihood, he finally 
fettled in the ftudy of phyfic: but 
in all the various fchemes, which 
were fuggetled by himfelf, or his 
friends, he confidered his future 
ufefulnefs, and wifhed only ‘for a 
moderate competency. 

‘* His medical defignation was 
propofed by his relation, Dr. (now 
fir) Richard Jebb, and determined 
upon at his inflance and recommene 
dation, accompanied by his unli- 
mited promife of profetional fup- 
port. No fooner had this propofal 
been made and approved, than Mr, 
Jebb attended Dr. Colignon’s ana- 
tomical lectures at Cambridge, 
while yet he continued to give lec- 
tures himtclf in mathematics and 
natural philofophy, and to eive his 
wonted attention to the interctt of 
the univerfity. 

‘ The fummer months of this 
year he fpent partly at Cambridge, 
and partly with his friends in Hunt- 
ingdonthire and Middlefex. On 
the third of September he finally 
left Cambridge, after a refidence 
there, almoit uninterrupted, ot 
twenty-two year& When, after all 
his difappointments, hard-treut- 
ment, may I not fay, ill-ufage, he 
left it, ** without being at variance 
with a fingle perfon.” He affec- 
tionately took leave of every ac- 
quaintance in the place, and many 
parted from him with deep regret, 
who had never contributed to ad- 
vance his ufetulnefs or to reward 
his merit while relident among 
them. 

‘In the month of September 
1776, he came to London, and 
fettled in a houfe in Craven-ftreet. 
Here he alfo gave leétures in the 
Greek Teftament, to two young 
gentlemen, while he proceeded in 
the fiudy of phyfic; he added alfo 
to his uncealing application, a re- 
gitlar attendance at St. Bartholo- 

Bs mew’s 
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mew’s hofpital as a pupil of Dr. 
William Pitcairn, «+ Hard work, 
but on the whole nor unpleating,”’ 
as he expreffed himfelf in a letter 
tome at that time. After he was 
perfuxded to direct his application 
to medicine, he fpoke of it with 
his ufual moderate expectation, and 
yet that expectation was fufficient 
to animate his labours: ‘* you me 
probably have heard of my phyh- 
cal deflination, a circumftance, fays 
he, which gives me the hope of 
eating independent bread.” 

‘¢ The beginning of the follow- 
ing month, while yet barely fettled 
in his new ftuation, and ened 
on his medical noviciate, occupie 
in labour and folitude, he fell ill 
of a violent fever, which he caught 
from a patient in the hofpital ; and 
which confined him to his bed four- 
teen days, 

“© The mind of Mr. Jebb was 
never unemployed, even in the bu- 
fieft {cenes of active life; but fick- 
nefs naturally difpofes the beit of 
men to look more accurately® into 
the flate of their own temper, and 
detigns. ‘This opportunity was not 
loft, but improved by Mr, Jebb; 
and it is in this way that we derive 
advantage from atliiction, and juf- 
tify the wavs of God to man, in 
that fine obfervation of the author 
of the Epittle to the Hebrews ; 
‘* whom the Lord loveth, he chaf- 
tencth, and fcourgeth every fon 
whom he receiveth.’” Among other 
refolutions entered into, on this 
occafion, as] find them in a private 
book, which had been feen. by no 
human cye but his own, the fol- 
lowing do fo accurately exprefs his 
ufual mind and habits, that [ tran- 
feribe them, not only becaufe they 
well correfpond with his ufual 
courfe of lite, but may fuggelt to 
others, the pleating and rational 


confolations 
good morals. 

1. ** Employ the whole of eve 
Sunday in facred tludy, jn radian 
Hartley, Taylor, and other books 
in Which the {pirit of piety aud “) 
rality prevails. 

2. ** Pay particular attention to 
every declaration that bears the 
jlighteit appearance of a promi, 
And let me facredly attend to eve; 
engagement, even of the moft tn. 
vial kind. 

_ 3+ ** Let me be feduloutly atten. 

tire, Upon proper occations, to 
every perfun who has thewn me 
kindneis. And omit not the pers 
tormance of the mott trifling cir. 
cumftance that may give a beneface 
tor plealure, 

4- ‘Let me read Hartley on 
ambition ; and the proper and pri 
mary purfuits of man be diligently 
ftudied, 

5- ** Remember, if it pleafe 
God that I obtain a competency by 
my profefion, my great work aad 
duty is, to fludy critically the 
Scriptures, 

6. ** Let me never be induced, 


of found religion and 


by the well-meaning expreffions of 


good-will from my friends, to think 
higher of myfelf than as a creature 
who has been exceedingly weak; 
and as one, to whom God has 
fhewn un.ommon inttances of mer- 
cy. Let not the voice of humility 
be on my tongue, but the real el 
fence of it in my heart. Read 
Hartley, and attend to Hoadly’s 
and other forms of prayer, as ne 
ceflity or opportunity fhall fuggett 

-. ‘¢ Strive to acquire Chnitian 
ftoicifm; to this purpofe read with 
the Scriptures, the works of An 
toninus and Epictetus. 

8. “Speak the truth, Lie net 
through fear of man’s refentment, 
nor feek the favour of any by dif 

guring 
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or foftening my fenti- 


guiling, 


a ce the eightcenth of March, 


received his diploma of 
doctor of pyc, from the univer. 
tity of St. Andrew in Scotland ; 
his medical recommendation having 
heen figned by four gentlemen ot 
the faculty, ot the firit diitinction 
and eminence in Longon. And he 
was admitted licentiate by the col- 
lege of phyticians, on the twenty - 
fitth of June following. 

“ Dr. Jebb, from his univerfal 
learning, and trom his philofophical 
mind, entered on the ftudy of his 
oy with fingular advantages ; 


1777s he 


° 
utalthough ‘*he began,” asatruly 


great and excellent man once faid, 
‘where others often left off ;” yet, 
he was difident and diltrultful, from 
his native modetly ; and never con- 
fidered the fimply pading through 
profefional forms, as a fufficicnt 
valification for a confcientious un- 
Ties of the duties of any fta- 
tion. In his preient fituation he 
wilhed to complete his two years 
of probation, agreeably to the ad- 
vice of Dr. Warren, and Dr. R. 
on computing that time from 
is firft defignation to the profedflion 
of phyfic. ‘herefore, though qua- 
lified by his graduation and by cuf- 
ton, he iufpended the com- 
mencement of practice till Febru- 
ary the fifth, 1778. Nor did he 
then enter upon fo important a bu- 
finefs without much reflection, and 
many welleweighed refolutions. 
_“ The commencement of prac- 
fice, Was, no more than the forms 
of it, to exclude the acceffion of 
knowledge, in the eftimation of 
Dr. Jebb. While, therefore, he 
was exerciling the art of healing, 
he laboured to improve himfelf in 
thofe branches which were to direét 
it with vreater fuccefs, He applied 
clofely to private ftudy ; and, this 
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year again attended Dr. Hunter’s 
lectures both in the {pring and win- 
ter: the lectures of Mr. John 
Hunter, and Dr. Higgins; he alfo 
diigently attended St. Bartholo- 
mew’s hofpital from April to Octo- 
ber. 

‘* At this time, while the private 
friends of Dr. Jebb were detirous 
of extending his praétice, it is 
greatly to the honour of many emi- 
nently and defervedly dillinguifhed 
names in medicine, that they con- 
curred in introducing him into the 
Royal Society. His certificate, 
which was read on the twelfth of 
November, +778, had previoufly 
received fuch very refpectuble fig- 
natures, as to fhew that the caute 
and countenance of fcience were 
not uninteretied in his election. 

** After the certificate had hung 
up in the fociety’s meeting room 
the ftatutable time, Dr. Jebb was 
elected a fellow on the 18th of Fe- 
bruary, 1779. It has alfo been 
further obferved to me, that though 
upwards of one hundred members 
were prefent, it was very feldom 
that a candidate came fo near to an 
unanimous election. 

“« ‘The toil of intenfe ftudy, and 
the exertions of a mind ever a¢tive 
and devoted to the fervice of learn- 
ing, humanity, and the public 
weal, made their filent depreda- 
tious on the health and fpirits of 
Dr. Jebb; but his mind fuffered 
much more from the interruptions 
which occurred in his friendfhip 
and intercourfe with an individual. 
His fentibility, under what he juftly 
conceived to be undelerved hard 
treatment, though it never deftroy- 
ed the charity of his mind, fre- 
quently robbed it of its peace. 

In great affairs, no man poffeffed 
more confidence in the providence 
of God, but the difaffection of a 
friend wounded him deeply, ‘The 
recol- 
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yeculleGion of his conflicts under 
thefe circumflances, in one parti 
cular cafe, 13 grievous, but the re- 
cital of them would be tedious, 

fibly unuiterefting, and, perhaps, 
incredible. 

« It nuit fuffice to fay, that his 
little bark was ‘obliged to flip an- 
chor, while its matter, thoroughly 
fentible of preceding obligations 
during his ftay in port, was diflident 
of his own ability to guide the 
helm. And, having been led to 
expect both a pilot "and a conv OV, 
was lefs prepated to contend with 
the winds and the waves which he 
mull neceflurily expect in the open 
fear. ‘This diftrefs led him at once 
tu commit the fuccefs of his voy- 
age to the blefling of God alone ; 
while certain partial attachments 
fixed his eye on ‘the coat, as it re- 
treated from him. ‘The motto which 
he affiumed for his carriage, under 
theic circumftances, was bgniticant 
and well chofen, ** favente Deo et 
simicis.”” 

*¢ To this, however, it- may be 
prefurned he gave a more figniticant 
tranilation, than would have oc- 
curred to an indifferent {pectator. 

* A ercat part of three months, 
im the year 1779, Was employ ed in 
attending on feveral of fir Richard 
Jebb’s patients, during his abfence 
from town, on account of his 
health; this, added to his own 
practice, and attendance on the lec- 
tures of Dr. Hunter, Dr. Keir, and 
of Da Cotta, and at the hofpitals, 
fully employ ed his time. 

«© Dr. Hinckley, a worthy and 
refpeGable character, and phyfician 
to Guy’s hofpital, dying the firit 
of November this year, it was pro- 
pofed by one ot the faculty, who 
is univerfally efteemed an ornament 
to it, that Dr. Jebb fhould offer 
himielt as fucceffor. 

** He accordingly applied for the 
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appointment, and was Well fos 
ported, but declined the Profeey, 
tion of it. 

«The warm affeGion which Dr 
Jebb had for the civil liberties o 
mankind, and the fhare he was dif. 
pofed to take in their fupport, fit 
appeared before the public eye, in 
«© An Adarefs to the F; recholders gf 
M iddleiex,’ ’ affembled at Free mMa- 
fon’s tavern in Great Queen- freer, 
on eer iv, December the 20th, 
1779, for the pt irpofe of eitab! ith. 
ing meetings to maintain and {up. 
port the freedom of election, Upon 
this occafion, he communicated to 
James ‘Yownfe nd, ef9. chairmay 
of that meeting, ie above addref, 
under the firnature of « Salus pub- 
lica,”’ prefuming, that if the fen. 
timents, “ appeared to be founded 
in reafon, they would not be the 
lefs recarded, on account of their 
being fuggeited by an unknown i» 
dividual.’ 

“This addrefs was immediately 
printed, and very foon pafied 
through three editions, cach being 
enlarged, by the addition of frehh 
matter; and in 1782, followed 
*¢ the fourth edition correéted,” 
which alfo bore our author's name 
in the title page. 

‘¢ On the 2d of February t78, 
a very large and re{pectable mett- 
ing of the ele¢tors and inhabitants 
of the city and liberty of Wefimin- 
fter, was ‘held in We eo shall, 
for the purpofe of peeitny ing pat 
liament, for the correcting of the 
crofs abufes in the expenditure ot 
public money ; for the redudtion 
of all exorbitunt emoluments ; fot 
the refcinding and abolithing all 
finecure places and unmerited pen- 
fions ; and for the appropriation of 
the produce to the neceffities of the 
ftate. The petition being unant- 


moufly voted, and Mr. Fox “appoints 


ed to prefent the fame to the houle 
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of commons, that gentleman de- 
clared the itrongeit reprohation of 
the principles and conduct ot the 
sdminiftration of that time, with 
ali his ufual force of argument and 

uence. 
“" About the latter end of the 
fame month, Dr. Jebb was ap- 
pointed by the committee of the 
county of Huntingdon, one of 
their deputies, to attend a meeting 
in London of reprefentanves from 
certain other petitioning counties, 
in order to concert meafures for 
the more effectual reform of the 
prefent conilitution of the houfe of 
commons. 

“ Several gentlemen, friends of 
the liberties of their country, and 
confident in the excellence and con- 
geniality of the conilitution of 
England with the manly fpirit of 
its inhabiiants ; conceiving that 
their equal and legal rights needed 
but to be known, to be fupported ; 
formed an inftitution in London for 
the very delirable purpofe of cir- 
culating a better knowledge of our 
nights. In the month of April, 
this defign took place, by the efta- 
blithmeut of * the fociety for con- 
fitutional information.”? Dr. Jebb 
was one of the moft zealous pro- 
moters of this inflitution at its com- 
mencemeat, and was a conitant at- 
tendant at their mectings, and an 
occafional contributor to their pub- 
ications. The fociéty have already 
publithed feveral valuable papers, 
and done great and extenfive good. 
Che compafs of their detign, and 
their inducement to the undertak- 
ing are well expreffed by them- 
lelves : *‘the defign of this fo- 
ciety,” fay they, * is to diffufe 
throughout the’ kingdom, as uni- 
verlally as poffible, a knowledge of 
the great principles of conftitutional 
treedom, particularly fuch as ref- 
pect the election and duration of 





the reprefentative body. With 
this view, conftitutional tracts, in- 
tended for the extenfion of this 
knowledge, and to communicate it 
to perfons of all ranks, are printed 
and diftributed gratis, at the ex- 
pence of the fociety. Effays, and 
extracts from various authors, cul 
culated to promote the fame defign, 
are alfo publifhed under the: direc- 
tion of the fociety, in feveral of 
the news-papers : and it is the with 
of the fociety to extend this know- 
ledge throughout every part of the 
united kingdoms, and to convince 
men of all ranks, that it is their 
intereft, as well as their duty, to 
fupport a free conilitution, and to 
maintain and aflert thofe common 
rights, which are eflential to the 
dignity and to the happine(s of hu- 
man nature. 

‘ Dr. Petit, one of the phyfi- 
cians of St. Bartholomew’s hofpital, 
dying the 26th of May, Dr. Jebb 
offered himfelf a candidate to fucs 
ceed to that appointment, The 
election came on the 23d of June; 
when Dr. Budd, his antagonift, 
fucceeded by a great majority. 

«© Dr. Jebb’s failure in his elec- 
tion into St. Bartholomew’s hofpi- 
tal, may be confidered as a public 
lofs, as he had formed two deligns, 
friendly to the improvement and 
extenfion of medical knowledge ; 
and thele were dependent on his 
fuceefs. The firft was, to have 
the cafe of every patient particu- 
larly ttated; and every fymptom 
and application in the progrefs of 
therdifeafe minutely taken down by 
the ttudent. So that the hiftory of 
one cafe being applied to another, 
the fimilarity might be afcertained 
by a minute regiftration of all the 
fymptoms; and a certainty intro- 
duced in regard to the knowledge 
of the difeafe and its remedy, hi- 
therto unknown in medicine. The 

other 
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other was, to give a courfe of li- 
beral and familiar lectures in medi- 
cine, which might be completed by 
the pupil’s attendance in town for 
fix weeks or two months ; and thefe 
he more particularly defigned for 
young gentlemen and clergymen, 
previous to their retreat into fitua- 
tions in the country, where valuable 
rofeffional aTittunce is very fpuar- 
ingly featiered. 

* The oppofition which was 
made to his election at St. Bartho- 
lomew’s, followed him in the win- 
ter, when he offered himfelf at St. 
Thomas’s hofpital in the Borough. 
Indeed he relinquifhed his preten- 
fions there fooner than in the tor- 
mer place, but for no other reaton 
than becaufe he found that all bis 
political principles were likely to 
be agsin objected to him, and to 
hazard his fueccefs. 

Ov the 20th of March, 1782, 
lord North religned his place in 
his majefty’s councils, Dr. Jebb 
wrote to Mr, Fox a congratulatory 
letter vpon the occalion, and, ina 
few days, a new adminittration was 
formed, wherein the late lord 
Rockingham was appointed firtt 
lord of the trea‘ury, and lord Shel- 
burne and Mr. Fox the two princi- 

al feeretaries of tiate. 

“ Dr. Jebb cordially concurred 
in the addrefs which was prefented 
to the hing on this occation trom 
the inhabitants of Weittmintter ; 
but declined to go up with it, that, 
“ he might be ctleemed free in the 
great point of reform.” 

“In the midit of the fevgral 
changes which took place at this 
time in the adminiflration of go- 
vernment, no confideration was 
taken by the new minitters to avail 
themfelves of the abilities of Dr. 
Jebb ; this is mentioned as a faét, 
and with a view to contradict a 
coutrary report. And it is equally 
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certain, that he had detenp: 


never to accept of any place, Fron 
a very vefpectable quarter jt was 


fuggeited to Dr, Jebb, thar his ler. 
vices Would be very acceptuble j 
the cerporation of London 
that an alderiman’s gow } - 
: wos FOWn only Wait. 
_ i. ve gp But the duties 
Mewtracy 3 Cc tr : 
were incompatible with his metien 
. : hs medical 
attentions ; and, theictore, he did 
not hehtate to decline an office 
which he could Ther difcharge, And 
yet, fneular as it may ‘feem to 
fuppofe our author enrobed in al 
dermanic fur, few men were bet. 
ter calculated than he was, for the 
impartial adminiftration of juftice, 
or the internal reculution of the 
police of London, contittent with 
every fecurity ot liberty and mo- 
rals, 

“« [In refpect to the purfuir of 
feriptural knowledge in which he 
was lingularly happy and able, he 
was convinced of his duty to attend 
to it, as appears froma former ex- 
tract trom his private book, and was 
again reminded of it by the men- 
tion made of his rare talents in this 
branch of learning, by Mr. Lind 
fey. 

‘¢ Tt was with a view to the fur 
therance of this object, that he was 
one among the tew perfons who 
firtt fet on foot ** The fociety for 
promoting the knowledge of the 
Scriptures,” which was inititured 
on the 2gth of September, 1783) 
and whofe meetings continue to be 
held at Effex-hoate. The * Sketch 
of their plan” was chicfly written 
by Dr. Jebb; and though his fol- 
lowing ill health and many avoca- 
tions prevented him from furnilh- 
ing any fubfequent papers, much 
praife is due to him tor marking 
out the only fure and legitimate 
way of afcerraining the true fenie 
of the facred book, although st may 
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guly belong to men like himfelf fuc- 
cefstully to walk to the path that 
ve hath pointed out to them. 

“Jn the {pring ot the y ear 1784, 
Dr. Jebb was again confined to his 
boule feveral weeks, by an intlam- 
matory complaint, which formed 
an ablcefs in his grow. In the 
fummer he went to Buxton, but 
eeturned without any fentible be- 
aefit. 

« In the autumn this year, Dr. 
lebb went to Chelreaham, but re- 
tured from thence with as litle 
advantaye to his health as he had 
the preceding yeul viuted Buxton. 
While at Cheltenham, and, to 
feveral weeks afterwards, during 
his confinement at home he ttudied 
the Saxon language, the Anglo- 
Saxon laws, Englith bittory and 
antiquities, with a view to examine 
into our criminal code, and parti- 
cular points of liberty. ‘The vi- 
gour of his mind was dull equal to 
the furnifhing himielf with this 
trelh ftore of knowledve; he tore- 
faw the advantage of fuch an ac- 
quifition in the invelligation of the 
legal rights of Englifhmen, and 
had defigncd to have employed it 
ia the fupport of fome great confli- 
tutional quetlions, which he confi- 
dered as eflential to the freedom of 
his country. 

“ Bur, as the year began to 
dawn, it was very obfervable to 
many of his friends that, accord- 
ing to every appearance, and with- 
out fume very great and fingular 
effort of nature, his increafed de- 
bility, would defeat every exertion 
of the moft judicious medical affitt- 
ance, and terminate the remaining 
{parks of human life. 

“In this enfeebled ftate, his 
mind was active, His ** Thoughts 
on Prifons,”” were printed, and cir- 
culated in the county of Suffolk 
21785, by his much valued friend 
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Mr. Lofft; and there is fufficienr 
reafon for concluding that this little 
trad had effect on tue deliberations 
of the juitices at Ipfwich, and 
Bury, then engaged in erecting a 
new gaol tor the divifion of ipf 
wich, and a new houle of correc. 
tion for that of Bury. In the for- 
mer, the exterior wall was reduced 
in height to fifteen feet above the 
furface; at Bury the outer wall 
was rejected. 

** "The good effects of this very 
excellent tract it was apprehended 
would be extended by a more ge- 
neial publication, Ja this hope 
Dr. Jebb revifed and corrected it 
with his dying hand: and his fur- 
viving friend publithed it foon after 
his death, adding thereto * an abe 
tract of felonies created by ftatute 
and other articles relative to the 
penal law, 

‘¢ Dr, jebb was able to prefcribe 
without any lots of judgment, dure 
ine his own laft illnefs, to fuch in- 
difpohitions of his friends as would 
admit of their attendance at his 
ewn houlfe. Jven when the month 
of January was confiderably ad- 
vanced, one who is very near and 
dear to mytfelf, benefitted mott ef- 
fentially by his medical direétions ; 
and, enteebled as he was, he pre- 
fcribed, not merely with the {kill 
of the phyfician, but with all the 
ardour and affection of the friend. 
The fcene made a deep impreffion 
upon me, and I do not wifh that 
time fhould oblircrate it. 

‘¢ Te February he moved to Eg- 
ham for a forrnight or thiee weeks, 
but without any other apparent 
profpect than a fpeedy diffolution. 
And yet, in this late period, his 
mind was fentibly delighted with 
the openings of nature, and he 
expreficd himfelf to that effect in a 
letter to his intimate and much «am 
lued fricnd, Mr. Brand Hollis ; 
“« The 
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« The fight of nature,” fays he, 
«in her firft exertions, is itfelf 
enough to make a man better. I 
think 1 feel its force.” 

He furvived his return to his 
houfe in Parliament-ftreet about a 
week, and on the evening of Thurf- 
day, March the 2d, 1786, about 
eight o’clock, he breathed his latt, 
having only a few weeks before cn- 
wred on the gift year of his age, 

‘© His remains were buried in 
Bunhill-ticlds burying-ground, on 
"fhurfday, March the qth, attend- 
ed by many of his friends to the 
place of interment. The fcene 
was awful, as there feemed not an 
heart infentible ot the lofs tultain- 
ed in the death of fo excellence a 
man. 

‘“ To draw out his character at 
leneth, would be again to recite 
his lite and labours, or to obtrude 
the partial judgment of a frend, 
when the reader is made fully com- 
petent to form his own. ‘The re- 
putation of Dr. lebb refls on the 
moit folid and latting bafis, while 
it is left to reit upon his own un- 
fullied, amiable, and ufeful life. 

« Kxamine his conduct, and the 
nearer you view it, the more dif- 
tinctly will you obferve his never 
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ceafing purfuit of knowledge 
truth ; and his never once . - 
ing from his own well-formed = 
25 ct tin. 
ciples and convictions, And h tl 
his differences with others, 
cannot fail to mark his andes 
{peaking of the perfons and motives 
of his adverfaries, however feverely 
he reprobated their opinions and 
conduct. 

‘© In every point of view, he 
appears to advantage, and is de. 
ferving of much praife, Jp bjs 
own acquirements he united the 
various merits which have been a 
fert'ed to men of the mof diftin. 
gulfhed eminence. Asa divine, he 
truly deferved the character which 
was given by Erafmus of Willian 
Latimer, * vere theolocus, integri. 
tate vitw confpicuus,”” Asa phy. 
liclan, We may, with great truth, 
apply to him, whar Cafaubon {aid 
of Galen, * criticorum, non minus 
quam medicorum principem,” As 
a patriot, we may mark him in the 
character of Sydney, “ fandus 
amor patria dat animum.” 

* In fine, * fuit ille vir, patres 
confcripti, ficut fcitis, cum foris 
elarus, tum domi admirandus ; ne- 
que rebus externis magis laudan- 
dus, quam infticutis dometticis.” 
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{ From PuGu’s Remarkable 


“6 R. Hanway in his perfon 

was of the middle fize, or 
athin {pare habit, but well fhaped ; 
his limbs were fafhioned with the 
nicelt fymmetry. In the latter years 
ef his life he flooped very much, and 
when he walked, found it conduce 
to"eafe to let his head incline to- 
wards one fides When he went 
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Occurrences in his Life.] 


firft to Kuflia at the age of thirty, 
his face was full and comely, ané 
hig perfon altogether fuch as ob- 
tained tor him the appellation o 
the ** Haxdjome Exglifhman.” But 
the thock which his health received 
in Perfia, made him much thinner; 
and though he recovered his health, 
fo as to live in England ~twenty 


7 ure 
o 
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cefive years without any mate- 


fuc ¥ 
he never recovered his 


rial illnefs, 

js els. 
re tis features were {mall, but 
without the infignificance which 
commonly attends imall features. 
His countenance Was intereiting, 
fentible, and calculated to infpire 
reverencee His blue cyes had 
sever been brilliant; but they 
expreffed the utmott humanity and 
benevolence ; and when he {poke, 
the animation of his countenance 
and the tone of his voice were fuch 
as feemed to carry conviction with 
them even to the mind of a ftranger, 
When he endeavoured to foothe 
diirefs, or point Out to any wretch 
who had firayed, the comforts ot a 
virtuous life, he was peculiarly im- 
preflive ; and every thing that he 
faid had an air of confideration and 
fincerity. 

“ In his drefs, as far as was con- 
fistent with his ideas ot health and 
eale, he accommodated himfelf to 
the prevailing talhion. As it was 
frequently necefiary for him to ap- 
pear in polite circles, on unexpect- 
ed occafions, he ufually wore drefs 
clothes, with a large b'rench bag : 
his hat, ornamented with a gold 
button, was of a fize and fafhion 
tobe worn as well under the arm 
asonthe head. When it rained, a 
afinall parapluie defended his face 
and wig. Thus he was always 
prepared to enter into any compa- 
hy, without impropriety, or the 
appearance of negligence. His 
dreis for fet public occafions was a 
luit of rich dark brown; the coat 
and waiftcoat lined throughout 
with ermine, which juft appeared 
at the edges ; and a {mall gold hilt- 
ed fword. As he was extreme!y 
lufceptible of cold, he wore flannel 
under the linings of all his clothes, 
aod ufually three pair of ftockings. 
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He was the firtt man who ventured 
to walk the itreets of London with 
an umbrella over his head: after 
carrying one near thirty years, he 
faw them come into general ule. 

‘¢ The precarious flate of his 
health when he arrived in England 
from Ruila, made it neceflary tor 
him to ufe the utmoft caution ; and 
his perieverance in following. the 
advice of the medical practitioners 
was remarkable, Atter Dr. Lie- 
berkyn, phytician to the king of 
Pruflia, had recommended milk as 
a proper diet to rettore his ftrength, 
he made it the chiet part of his tood 
for thirty years ; and though it at 
firit difagreed with hin, he perfiited 
in trying it under every, preparation 
that it was capable ot, ull it agreed 
with his ttomach. He knew chat 
exerciie was necetlary to him, and 
he loved ite He was not one ot 
thofe whd had rather take a dofe 
than a walk; and though he had 
commonly his carriage with him 
when he went abroad, he yet walk- 
ed nearly as much as he rode, and 
with fuch a pace, that he ufed to 
fuy he was always more incommod- 
ed in the fireets by thofe he pafied, 
than by them who overtook him, 
By this rigid attention and care his 
health was eftablithed, his lungs 
acquired ftrength and elaflicity ; 
and it is probable he would have 
lived feveral years longer, if the 
diforder, which was the immediate 
caufe of his death, had lett him to 
the gradual decay of nature. 

‘* His mind was the moft active 
that it is pollible to conceive; al- 
ways on the wing, and never ap- 
pearing to be weary, To fit itll, 
and endeavour to give reit to the 
thought, was a luxury to which he 
was a perfect ftranger; he dreaded 
nothing fo much as inactivity, and 
that modern diforder which the 

French, 
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French, who feel it not fo much as 
ourfelves, diflinguifh by the name 
of ennui. 

‘6 He rofe in the fummer at four 
or five, and in the winter at feven; 
and having always bulinefs before 
him, he was every day oe gt ber 
till the time of retiring to rett; and 
when in health, I am told, was 
commonly afleep within two mi- 
nutes after his lying down in bed. 

“ Writing was his tavourite em- 
ployment, or rather amulement ; 
and when the number ot his lite- 
rary works is confidered, and that 
they were the produce only of thofe 
hours, which he was able to fnatch 
from public bulinels, an idea may 
be formed of his application. He 
wrote a fine flowing hand to the 
lait, when he pleafed, without 
fpectacles. And he had always one 
or two of the clerks belonging to 
his office, or to fome of the cha- 
ritable inftitutions in which he was 
engaged, to live in his houfe and 
afiit him. When Doctor Gold- 
{mith, to relieve himfelf from the 
labour of writing, engaged an ama- 
nuenfis, he found himfelf incapa- 
ble of dictation ; and after eying 
each other fome time, unable to 

roceed, the Doctor put a guinea 
in his hand, and fent him away : 
but it was not fo with Mr. Han- 
way ; he could compofe fafter than 
any perfon could write. His mode 
was to dictate for as many hours 
together as he could fpare, and af- 
terwards correct the copy, which 
was again wrote out and corrected, 
perhaps feveral times. 

** ‘To write a fine hand very fatt 
is a qualification which many per- 
fons, not defective in abilities, do 
not attain ; but to write very well, 
and with ftrict orthography from 
the verbal dictation of another per- 
fon, without hetitation, will be 
tound dificult by every perfon who 


tries it. Yet all this Mr. 
required, and with it the ytm 
- ; Ort 
difpatch. This made it neceffiy 
for him to choofe his affittunts, u 
an early age, while the mind ts 
flexible, and to have them live jp 
his houfe, and take pains to inflrud 
them. He had a very happy me. 
thod of conveying inftruction : by: 
the clofe application which he », 
quired at all hours, his Impatience 
und the natural turn of his temper, 
feldom fatisfied, not infreduentl 
petulant, and always expretling his 
difapprobation in terms which had 
the appearance of ill-nature, were 
the caule that but few of the youths 
he took under his care remained 
with him any leogth of time. If 
by attention, activity, and perie. 
verance, and a judicious felf-com. 
mendation, not too frequently af. 
fumed, they could go on till they 
gained his confidence, he feldom 
failed to make them alert, ready at 
firures and writing, and honef 
men. One of the two pamphlets on 
bread, which contains ninety oc. 
tavo pages, two hundred law hheets, 
T wrote trom. his dictation, in one 
forenoon, although there are feve- 
ral calculations in it of the propor. 
tionate produce of grain, when 
ground, dreffed, and baked. 

“© Ry leaving his work to tranf- 
act his ordinary bufinefs, and at- 
terwards recurring to it with new 
ideas, all his literary labours are 
defective in the arrangement of the 
matter, and appear to have too 
much of the mifcellancous in their 
compofition, ‘The original idea 
fometimes left for the purfur ot 
one newly farted, and cither taken 
up again, when the mind of the 
reader has almoft loft it, or #9 
totally deferted. Yet thofe who 


Hanway 


are judges of literary compolition 
fay that his language ts well calcu 


lated to have the effect he on 
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oh the reader, and imprefs him 
with the idea that the author was a 
man of inflexible integrity, and 
wrote from the pure dictates of the 
heart. It is plain and unornament- 

without the appearance of art, 
or the affectation of fingularity. 
Its greateft defect (fay they) isa 
want of concifenels ; its greatett 
beauty an unaffected and genuine 
fimplicity. He fpoke French and 
Portuguefe, and underftood the 
Rus and modern Perfic imperfect- 
ly: Latin he had been taught at 
fchool ; but had not much occafion 
to cultivate it after he entered into 
life. 

“In his natural difpofition he 
was cheerful but fergne. He en- 
joyed his own joke, and applauded 
the wit of another; but never de- 
feended from a certain dignity 
which he thought indifpenfably ne- 
cefary. Plis experience furnifhed 
him with fome anecdote or adven- 
ture, futable to every turn the dif- 
courfe could take; and he was al- 
ways willing to communicate it. 
If in the hour of conviviality the 
difcourfe took a turn, not confiftent 
with the moft rigid chaftity, he 
was not forward to reprove or take 
offence ; but any attack on religion, 
efpecially in the company of youn 
people, was fure to meet his a 
pointed difapprebation. In con- 
verfation he was cafy of accefs, 
and gave readily to every one the 

anfwer which occurred: but 

not fond of much fpeaking himfelf, 
he did not always bear with pati- 
ence, though commonly with fi- 
nce, the forward and importu- 
hate ; them with whom every man, 
every thing is either the very 

t or the y worlt poffible ; 
who exemplify, for the inftruction 
Of their auditors, thofe common 
eas which it is not poffible could 


owe and think loudnefs, 
70 
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and the gefticulation of unnecef- 
fary warmth, can fupply the place 
of argument and politenefs. It the 
mirth degenerated into boifterous 
laughter, he took his leave: * My 
companions,’’ he would fay, * were 
too merry to be happy, or to let 
me be happy, fo I left them.” He 
{poke better in public than was to 
be expected of one who wrote fo 
much, and pointed to his fubjeét ; 
though he was fometimes feduced 
into an culogium on the ufefulnefs 
of the merchant, a character tor 
which he entertained great rever- 
ence, 

** Although he himfelf never 
drank wine undiluted with water, 
he partook willingly of the joys of 
the table, and that felicity of con- 
verfation, which a moderate appli- 
cation to the bottle excites among 
men of parts; bute he knew how 
the love of company infatuates 
young people, and the danger to 
which it expofes them. The wri- 
ter of thele fheets is indebted to 
him beyond the power of expref- 
fion, particularly for his advice, 
which he had the method of admi- 
niftering without giving difgutt; 
and he uever received fo ferious a 
caution as when at a public meet- 
ing, at the defire of fir Jofeph An- 
drews, he fung a fong better than 
Mr. Hanway expected. 

“In his tranfaétions with the 
world, he was always Open, cane 
did and fincere : Whatever he faid 
might be depended on with implie 
cit confidence. He adhered to the 
ftriét truth, even in the manner of” 
his relation, and no brilliancy of 
thought could induce him to va 
from the fact; but although fo 
frank in his own proceedings, he 
had feen too much of life to be 
eafily deceived by otheps; and he 
dit not often place a confidence 
that was betrayed. He did nor, 


¢ hew- 
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however, think the world fo dege- 
nerate as is commonly imagined : 
‘6 And if | did,” he ufed to fay, 
‘+ | would nor let it appear; tor 
nothing. can tend fo effectually to 
make a man wicked, or to keep 
hin fa, as a marked fufpicion. 
Confidence is the reward of truth 
and fidelity, and thefe fliould never 
be exerted in vain.” 

‘6 His religion was pure, rational, 
fervent, and fincere; equally di- 
ftant from a cold inanimate languor, 
and the phantafies of fupernatural 
intelligence : it was his rclource 
confiantly in trouble, as was writ- 
ing at the moment of imagination. 
He believed the truths revealed in 
the gofpel, with the moit unvaried 
confidence; but fhewed no auile- 
rity to perfons who fet the dictates 
ot nature and experience in oppo- 
fution to them, if they appeared to 
doubt with a villingnefs to be con- 
vinced. He confidered religion as 
the. moft effectual reftraint on bad 
a¢tions ; and although he rejoiced 
at the light which has been thrown 
by Mr. Voltaire, and other modern 
writers, on the fuperftition of for- 
mer ages; he preferred even that, 
with its attendant cruelty and felfiih- 
nefs, to a comfortlefs icepticifin, 
and fometimes proceeded tu far as 
to expreis his fears that the gene- 
rality might one day become too 
enlightened to be happy. 

‘* He knew well how much the 
happinefs of mankind is dependant 
on honeft induttrv, and received a 
poe but faintly deferibed. in 


ords, when any of the objects of 


his charity cleanly apparalled, and 
with cheertul and contented coun- 
tenances, came to pay their ref- 
o-, tohim. He treated them as 
i$ acquaintances, entered into 
‘ry concerns with a paternal ai- 
ind let them know that on 


the. aie . 
‘rgency they might 


feftion, .. 
any real ¢n. 
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apply with confidence to him, It 
was this, rather than the larvenes 
of his gifts, that endeared him is 
much to the common peuple she 
never walked out but was jo! omed 
by the good withes, filent or ne 
pref d, of fome to whom he had 
offered relief. To meet the eve of 
him whom he had obliced, was to 
him the higheft luxury; and gg 
man enjoyed it oitener, 

** Of his charity, it is not eafy 
to convey an adequate idea: it was 
of that prudent and confiderate 
kind, which is of the mott fubfap. 
tial benelit. It did not confi 
merely in giaing ; and though his 
heart was ever open to the com 
plaint of the untorcunate, it re 
quired fomething more than mere 
fupplication to ootain his affittance, 
hie was particularly careful to dif. 
countenance the fafhionable gen 
teel way of begging by letter, in 
which talents cipable of procuring 
{upport are held out as excufes tor 
diittrefs. To him that had. once 
deceived him by fictitious diftrefs 
he was inexorable ; but when real 
mifery, the effect of accident or 
inevitable misfortune, came in his 
way, he never failed to atlord {ub 
fiantial relief, which he was always 
enabled to do; for he had the d+ 
tribution every year of more than 
his own whole income amounted 
to. It is not the love of money, 
fo much as the love of cafe, which 
keeps clofe the coffers of the 
wealthy. 

* When once Mr. Haaway had 
engaged in a public charitable une 
dertaking, he omitted nothing tbat 
could poflibly tend to its promo- 
tion ; no department was beneath 
him ; his eye pervaded the who 
fyflem, and, like that of Prove 
dence, never ilopt whillt any hing 
remained to be donc to further hii 


benevolent defigns. He thought 
every 
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every thing great which concerned 
the caufe of humanity. rhe love 
of his fellow creatures thewed itfelf 
ia every action of his lite. Bleffed 
with an elegant fufficiency, he fe- 

cated what was within his idea of 
enough, and looked upon the rett 
3s appropriated, as a referve to fa- 
tisfy demands whenever they fhould 
be properly made, Dittret-, not 
incurred by protligacy, was to his 
heart aclam of relation (hip ; and 
he feemed to eftcem himfelf, what 
he moit emphatically was, one of 
the chief inftruments of Providence, 
to aifift the indigent, inilruct the 
inorant, toreclaim the guilty, and 
keep the good from being difcon- 
tented with their ftation in life. 

“ Indeed nothing can more clear- 
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ly evince the efteem which men en- 
tertained for his character, than the 
forrow they expreffed at his death. 
A long train of friends followed his 
hearle, and ailifted in paying the 
lait mournful duties to the remains 
of a man they fo tenderly loved 
whilft living. Dr. Glaffe, one of 
his executors, read a part of the 
burial fervice over the corpfe, as 
great a part as his grief would per. 
mit him; and Dr. Markham, with 
whom he had lived in friendfhip 
for a long feries of years, in a ver 
pathetic difcourfe recalled to the 
minds of their mutual friends af 
fembled on this folemn occation in 
the church at Hendon, the virtues 
of the benevolent man they had 
loft. 
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tExtra¢ted from the Second Volume of Votney’s Travels through Syria 
and Eoypt. 


“ CY HAIK Daher, whoin ourtime, 

has given fo much trouble to 
the Porte, was an Arabian by birth, 
defvended from one of thofe tribes 
ot Bedouins who ufually encamp 
on the banks of the Jordan, and the 
environs of Lake Tabaria, (the 
ancient Tiberias), His enemies 
are fond of reminding us that in 
his youth he was a camel driver ; 
but this circumftance, which does 
honour to his abilities, by fuggeit- 
ing the dithculties he mutt have en- 
countered in his rife, has betides in 
this country nothing incompatible 
with a diftinguifhed birth; it is 
now, and always will be, ufual 
with the Arab priaces, to employ 
themielves uw, occupations which 


appear to us mean. Thus I have 
already obferved that the Shaiks 
themielves guide their camels, and 
look after their horfes, while tKeir 
wives and daughters grind the corn, 
bake the bread, wath the linen, and 
fetch water, asin the times of A- 
braham, and Homer ; and this fim- 
ple and laborious lite, pollibly, con- 
tributes more to happinefs than 
thar liftlefs inactivity, and fatiating 
luxury which furround the great 
in polithed nations. As for Daher, 
it is certain that he was of one of the 
moit powerful ¢amilies of the coun- 
try. After the death of his father 


Oinar, about the beginning of the 
prefent century, he divided the go- 
vernment with his uncle and two 
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brothers. His domain was Safad, 
a {mall town and flrong hold in the 
mountains, to the north-weft of 
the lake of Tabaria, to which he 
fhortly after added Tabaria itfeif. 


There Pocock found him in 17375 


“re in fortifying himfelf a- 
gainit the Pacha of Damafcus, who, 
not long before, had flrangled one 
of his brothers. In 1742, another 

ha, named Soliman-el. adm, be- 
eee him there, and bombarded 
the place, to the great aflonifh- 
ment of all Syria, where bombs are 
but little known, even at prefent. 
In fpite of his courage, Daher was 
reduced to the lait extremity ; when 
a fortunate, and, itis alledged, og 
meditated incident, relieved him 
from his exharrafiment. A_ vio- 
lent and fudden cholic carried of 
Soliman in two days.  Afad-el- 
adm, his brother aod fucceffor, 
wanted cither the fame motives, or 
the fame inclinations, to continue 
the war, and Daher was unmolett- 
ed, on the part of the Oitomans. 
Bit his activity, and the intrigues of 
his neighbours, foon gave him o- 
ther employment. RKeatons of in- 
tereft embroiled him with his uncle 
and brother, recourfe was had to 
arms more than once, and Daher, 
always victorious, thought it bett 
to conclude thefe difputes by the 
death of his competitors. 

Inveited then with the whole 
power of his family, and abfolute 
matter of its foree, new profpects 
opened to his ambition. The com- 
merce in which he engaged, accord- 
ing to the cuttom of all the Afiatic 
princés and governors, made him fen- 
fible of the advantace of immedi- 
ate communication withthe fea. He 
conceived that a port in his hands 
would become a public market, to 
which ftrangers reforting, a compe- 
tition would arife favourable to the 
‘Gale of his comnroditjes. Acre, fitue 
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ated in his neighbourhoo! 
der his eye, was fuired to ron 
figns, fince for feveral years he had 
tranfacted buiinefs there with the 
French factors. This town wag 
in reality but a heap of ruins, a 
miferable open village, without dee 
fence. The Pacha of Saide main. 
tained there an Aya, and a few fol. 
diers who dared not thew themfelves 
in the field; while the Bedouing 
really governed, and were matters 
of all the country, Up to its very 
ake T he plain, fo fertile ig 
ormer times, was nothing but aa 
extenfive watle, on which the wa. 
ters ray anya and infected the en- 
virons by their vapours. ‘The an- 
cient harbour was choked up, but 
the road of Haifa, which is depen- 
dant on it, was fo advantageoully 
fituated, that Daher determined to 
gain poffeffion of it. A pretext 
was neceflary, which was foon fur- 
nifhed by the conduct of the aga, 
“ne day, while fome warlike 
fiores, intended to be employed a- 
gaint the thaik, were landing, Da- 
her marched britkly towards Acre, 
fent a menacing letter to the Aga, 
which made him take to flight, and 
entered the town, where he efia 
blifhed himfelf without refittance ; 
this happened about the year 1749 
He was then fixty three-years old. 
This age feems rather too advanced 
for fuch enterprizes ; but when we 
recollect, that in 1776, at neat 
ninety, he {till boldly mounted a 
fiery iteed, it is evident he was 
much younger than that age wld 
ally implies, So bold a meafure 
could not pafs unnoticed ; this he 
forefaw, and therefore inftantly 
difpatched a letter to the Pacha of 
Saide, reprefenting to him that the 
affair was entirely perfonal between 
him and the Aga, and prosefling 
thar he was not lefs the very fub- 
miflive fubject of the Sultan, = 
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; that he would pay the 
one the diftrict he now occu- 
“4 ag had been dene heretotore 
ee the Aga; and would undertake 


to reiirain the Arabs, = do 
thing in his power to rettore 
pen Ruki This apph- 
cation, backed by a few thoufand 
fequins, roduced its eff-é& in the 
divans of Saide, and Conftantino- 
. his reafons were acknowleged 
‘i, and all his demands granted. 
‘ Not that the porte was the 
dupe of the protettations of Daher; 
it is too much accuftomed to fuch 
ings to millake them; but 
it isa maxim with the Turks, not 
to keep their vaflals in too ttrict an 
obedience; they have long been 
convinced, that were they to make 
war with all rebels, it would be 
an endlefs labour, and occafion a 
vat confumption of men and mo- 
ney; without reckoning the rifk of 
frequent defeats, and the confe- 
quent encouragement to revolt. 
Their plan therefore, is to be pa- 
tient; temporize ; and excite the 
neighbours, relations, and children 
of the revolters againit them; and, 
r, or later, the rebels, who 
uniformly follow the fame fteps, 
fuffer the fame fate, and end by 
enriching the fultan with their 
fpoils. 

“Daher, on his part, well knew 
the real value of this apparent 
friendthip, Acre, which he in- 
tended for his reiidence, was detti- 
tute of defence, and might eatily 
be furprized, either by fea or land; 
he determined Sinichens to fortify 
t. In the year 1750, under pre- 
text of building himfelf a houfe, he 
erected, on the northern anele to- 
wards the fea, q palace, which he 
ees with cannon. He then 

ilt feweral towers for the defence 
of the fort, and enclofed the town 
by a wall, in which he left only 
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two gates. Thefe by the Turks 


were imagined very tormidable 
works, though they wayld be 
laughed atin Europe. The palace 
of Daher, with its lofty aud flight 
walls, its narrow ditch, and an- 
tique turrets, is incapable of the 
fmalle:t retiftance: four tieid pieces 
would demolith, in two difcharges, 
both the walls and the wretched 
cannon mounted on them, at the 
height of filty feet. The wall of 
the town was ftill more feeble ; ic 
has neither fofle, nor rampart, and 
is not three feet thick. ‘Through 
all this pa:t of Afia, baftions, lines 
of defence, covered ways, ram- 
parts, and, in fhort, every thing 
relative to modern fortification, are 
utterly unknown, A fingle thirty 
gun frigate would, without diffi- 
culty, bombard and lay in ruins 
the whole coaft: but, as this ignoe 
rance is common to both the af- 
failants and defendants, the balance 
remains equal. 

After thefe precautions, Daher 
occupied himfelf in effecting fuch a 
reformation in the ceuntry as 
fhould augment his power. The 
Arabs of Saker, Muziana, and other 
neighbouring tribes, had caufed a 
defertion of the peafants, by their 
inroads and devaitations: he un- 
dertook to repel them; and hy al- 
ternately employing p ayers and 
menaces, prefents and arms, he re- 
flored fecurity to the hufbandman, 
who might now fow his carp, with- 
out fear of feeing the haryeit de- 
firoyed, or carried aff by robbers ; 
the excellence of the foil attracted 
cultivators, bur the certainty of {¢- 
curity, that blefling fo precious to 
thofe who have lived in a ftate of 
continual alarm, was a {till flronger 
inducement. ‘The tame of Daber 
fpread through Syria, and Maho- 
meian and Chrifijan farmers, every 
where defpoiled and harraffed, rook 
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réfuge, in great numbers, with a 
prince under whom ~— were fure 
to find both civil and religious tole- 
ration. A colony of Greeks emi- 
grated from Cyprus, now nearly 
defolated, by the oppreffions of the 

vernor, the infurrections they 
produced, and the cruelty with 
which Kior Pacha expiated fuch 
offences. Tothcefe, Daher affigned 
a fpot of ground, under the walls 
of Acre, which they laid out into 
ardens. The Europeans, who 
ound a ready fale for their mer- 
chandize, formed numerous fertle- 
ments; the lands were cleared, the 
waters drained, the air became 
urer, and the country at once fa- 
ubriows and pleafant. 

“ To ftrengthen himfelf flill 
more, Daher renewed his alliances 
with the creat tribes of the defert, 
among whom he had di{pofed of 
his children in marriage. ‘This 

licy had feveral advantages ; for, 
in them, he fecured an inviolable 
afylum, in cafe of accidents; by 
this means, alfo, he kept in check 
the pacha of Damafcus, and pro- 
cured excellent horfes, of which 
he was always paffionately fond. 
He courted, therefore, the Shaiks 
of Anaza, .of Sardia and Saker. 
Then, for the firft time, were feea 
in Acre, thofe little dry and parch- 
ed men, unufval even to the Sy- 
rians. He furnifhed them with 
arms and cleathing: and the de- 
fert, a fo, for the firtt time, beheld 
men in clofe drefles, and armed 
with mufkets and piftols, infiead of 
bows and march-lock guns. 

*« For fome years, the pachas of 
Saide and Damafcus had been in- 
commoded by the Motoualis, who 
pillaged their lands, and refufed 
their tribute. Daher, fenfible of 
the advantage to be made of thefe 
allies, firit interpofed as mediator, 
and, afterwards, in order to acs 
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‘dered their revenues c 


commodate the parties, offered te 
become fecurity for the Motoyali 

ap , 5 
and pay their tribute. The pachas 
accepted this propofal, which ren. 
ertain, and 
Daher was content with the bar. 
gain he had made, fince he had 
fecured the friendfhip of a peopl: 
who cuuld bring ten thoufand hord 
into the field. 

“ The Shaik, however, did por 
peaceably enjoy the fiuit of his 
labours ; fince he {till had to fea 
the attacks of a jealous fuperior, 
and his power was fhaken at home, 
by domettic enemies, almost as dan. 
gerous. Agreeabdle to the wretched 
policy of the Eait, he had betiowed 
feparate governments on his fons, 
and placed them at a diflance from 
him, in countries which were fu. 
cient for their maintenance. From 
this arrangement it followed, that 
thefe Shaiks feeing themfelves the 
children of a great prince, withed 
to fupport a furable fate, fo that 
their revenues foon feil {hort of 
their expences. Their fubjetis 
were opprefled by them and their 
agents, and complaints were made 
to Daher, who reprimanded them; 
and court flatterers irrituing both 
parties, a quarrel was the conte 

uence, and war broke out between 
the father and his children, The 
brothers, too, frequently quarrelled 
with each other, which was anorber 
caufe of war. Befides, the Shaik 
was growing old, and his fons, who 
confidered him as having arrived at 
the ufual limits of human life, 
longed to ome 9 the fuccefhon. 
He mutt neceflarily leave a prince 
pal heir to his titles and power; 
each thought himfelf entitled to the 
preference, and this competition 
furnifhed a frefh fubjert of jealouly 
and diffention. From motives o 
narrow and contemptible policy, 


Daher fomented the difcerd ; this 
might 
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ight indeed produce the effect of 

‘ag his: foldiery in —_ 

-sorieg them to war; but, be- 
ere aa productive of num- 
berlefs diforders, it had the further 
inconvenience of caufing a diflipa- 
fon of treaiure, which obliged 
him to have recourfe to ruinous 

‘ents: the caftom-houfe du- 
ies were augmented, and com. 
merce, opprefied, loft its activiry. 
Phefe civil wars, befides, were de- 
frudtive to agriculture, which can- 
not be injured, without the con{e- 
quences being always fentibly tele, 
in a fate fo limited as the fmall 
territories ot Daher. 

#* Nor did the divan of Con- 
fantinople behold, without cha- 
gfiny the increafing power of Da- 
her; and his ambitious wews, 
thich were now become apparent, 
inereafed its jealouly. Its jealoufy 
was fill more increafed by a re- 

the prefented. ‘Till that time, 
he had only held his domains under 
thetitle of a renter, and by annual 
leafe, His vanity was wearied of 
thisrefriction ; and, as he poflefied 
al the eflentials of power, he afpir- 
ad to its titles: nay, perhaps, he 
thought them neceflary, more effec- 
tually to eftablith his authority over 
hischildren, and his fubjects. About 
the year 1768, he therefore follicit- 
ed a permanent inveiliture of his 
goreinment, for himielf and his 
fucceflor, and demanded to be pro- 
claimed, Shaik of Acre, Prince of 
Princes, Governor of Nazareth, Ta- 
beria, and Safad, and Shait of all 
Galilee. The Porte conceded everv 
thing to fear and money : but this 
proot of vanity, awakened more 
- more her jealouly and difplea- 
ure, 

“ There were, befides, too many 
catiles of somplaint, which, though 
pallinted by Daher, could not but 
‘ereaie this diftruit, and roufe a 
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defire of vengeance, Such was the 
adventure of the celebrated pillage 
of the caravan of Mecea, 1757: 
Sixty thoufand pilgrims plundered, 
and difperied over the’ deferty a. 
great number deftroyed by ‘fword 
or famine, women reduced to fla- 
very, the lufs- of innienfe riches, 
and, above all, the facrilegious 
violation of fo folemn an att of re- 
ligion, produced a commotion in 
the empire, which is not forgotten. 
The plundering Arabs were the al- 
lies ot Daher, who received them 
at Acre, and there permitted them 
to fell their booty. “The Porte 
loaded him with the’ bitterett . re- 
preaches, but he endeavourcd ‘to 
exculpate himfelf, and to appevfe 
the divan, by fending the white 
banner of the prophet to Contlan- 
tinople. 

** Such alfo was the affuir of the 
Maltefe cortairs. For fome years 
they hud intetied the coats of Syria, 
and, under the fale pretext of a’ 
neutral flag, were rectived into the 
road of Acre: where they unload- 
ed their fpoils, and fold the prides 
they had taken from the Turks, 
No fooner were thefe abufes divulg- 
ed, tan the Mahometans excldim. 
ed againtt the factilege, ahd tite 
Porte thundered vengeatice. Daher 
pleaded ignorance of the faét, and, 
to prove he no way favoured 4 com- 
merce fo difgraceful to the Nate and 
to religion, armed two galliots, and" 
fent rhem to fea, with oftenfible or- 
deis to drive off the Mattefe.’ But 
the fact is, that thefe gelliots com- 
mirted > no hoftilities againlt the 
Maltefe, but ferved, on the con- 
trary, to correfpond with them at 
fea, remote from all witneffts. Da- 
her did more: he pretended the 
road of Haifa’ was unproéterted ; 
thut the enemy might take fhelter 
there in {pite of him, and'réquired 
the Porte to build a fortreds ‘there, 
C4 and 
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and provide it with eannon, at the 
expence of the Sultan: his demand 
was lied with, and Daher, 
fhortly her, procured the fort to 
be adjudged ufelefs, demolifhed it, 
and traniported the brafs cannon 
from thence to Acre. 
__4¢ Thefe things kept alive the 
difcontent and alarms of the divan, 
and though thefe were diminithed 
by the great age of Daher; the 
turbulent fpirit ot his fons, and the 
military talents of Ali, the eldett 
of them, {till gave the Porte much 
uneafinefs: the dreaded to fee an 
independent power perpetuate it- 
{elf, and even become tuimidable. 
Bur, fteady to her ordinary fyftem, 
rvefrained from open hottilitics, and 
proceeded by fecret means; fhe 
fent Capidjis, excited domeftic 
quarrels, and oppofed agents, ca- 
pable at leat of preventing, for a 
time, the confequences the feared. 
‘* The moft perfevering of thefe 
was that Ofman, Pacha ot Damaf- 
cus, whom we have feen act a lead- 
ing part in the war of Ali Bey. He 
had merited the favour of the 
Porte, by difcovering the treafures 
af Solomon Pacha, whofe mam- 
louk he was. The perfonal hatred 
he bore to Daher, and the known 
activity of his charaéter, were fill 
greater recommendations. “He was 
confidered as a proper counterpoife 
to Daher,’ and was accordingly 
named Pacha of Damafcus in 1760, 
To give him ftill additional weight, 
his two fons were appointed to the 
pachalics of Tripoli and Saide; 
and, to complete his power,” in 
1765, jerublem and all Palefiine 
were added to his apanage. it 
“ Ofman perfectly feconded the 
views of the Porte: as foon as he 
had taken poffeffion of his govern- 


ment, he greatly annoyed Daher, 


He augmented the tribute of the 
lands he held under the pachalic 
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the Pacha menaced, and it was 
dent the quarrel would come toa 
fpeedy iffue. Ofman watched the 
opportunity to firike a blow which 
fould bring the matter to decifion : 
this at length prefented itfelf, and 
war broke out. 

** Every year the Pacha of Da 
mafcus makes what is called the 
circuit of his government, the ob. 
ject of which is to levy the miri of 
wmpoft on the lands. *On this oc 
cahon he always takes with him ¢ 
body of troops, ftrong enough to 
fupport his authority. He thought 
to avail himfelf of this opportuni 
to furprife Daher ; and, followed 
by a ‘numerous body of ¢t 
tuok his route, as ufual, cowards 
the country of Nablous. Daher 
was then befieging a caftle defended 
by two of his fons: his danger was 
the greater, as he relied on a truce 
with the Pacha, and he owed his 
deliverance to his good foriune. ° 
One evening, at the moment 
he leaft expected it, a Tartar cous 
rier braught him fome letters from 
Con({tantinople. Daher opened them, 
and, immediately fufpending all 
hoftilities, difpatched a horteman 
to his children, and defired them 
to prepare a fupper for him and 
three of his attendants, for that he 
Had affairs to communicate of the 
laft importance to them all. The 
character of Daher was known; 
his fons obey him ; he arrives at 
the appointed hour ; they fup chear- 
fully together; and at the end of 
the repaft, he produces his letters 
and reads them; they were from 
his fpies at Conitantinople, and to 
the following purport :— ‘ That 


of Damafcus: the Shaik refitted, 


the Sultan had deceived him in the 
laft pardon he had fent him ; that 
he had at the fame inftant delivered 
a hat-/beriff againtt his head and 
properry ;. that every thing po 
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gracerted between the three Pechas, 
Ofman and his fons, to furroun 
and him wad his family ; 
sod that the Pacha was inarching 
in force 3 Nablous to fur- 
pile him.” The ee “ 
igence excited, may eatily be 
rae ; o council wus immedi- 
gly held, in which the opinions 


weredivided. The greateit num- 
ber were for marching with all their 
forces againit the Pacha; but the 
eldeft of Daher’s fons, Ali, who 
had rendered himfelf illuftrious in 
Gyria, by his exploits, reprefented, 
that a large army could not march 
ick enopgh to furprife the Pacha; 
he would have time to proves 

for his defence, and the difgrace 
of violating the truce fall on them ; 
that nothing could be effected but 
acoup de main, which he would 
take upon himfelf. He demanded 
five hundred horfe; his courage 
was known, and his demand ac- 
ceeded to. He fet off immediately, 
marching all night, and concealing 
himfelf during the day; and: the 
following night was fo expeditious, 
astoreach the enemy early in the 
morning of the fecond day. The 
Turks, according to cuttom, were 
afleep in their camp, without order 
and without centinels ; Ali and his 
cavalry fell upon them, fabre in 
hand, cutting to pieces every thing 
that came in their way. All was 
panic and tumult; the very name 
of Ali {pread terror throughout the 
camp, and the Turks fled in the 
umoit confufion. The Pacha had 
not even time to put on his peliffe : 
fearcely was he out of his tent, 
before Ali arrived, who made him- 
felt mafter of his coffer, his fhawls, 
his peliffes, his poniard, his ner- 
keel, and, to compleat his fuccefs, 
the kat-fheriff of the Sultan. From 
this moment there was open war, 
which was carried on, according to 
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the cuftom of the country, by in- 
roads and fkirmifhes, in which the 
Turks but rarely gained the advan- 
tage, R 
‘The expences it oceafioned 
foon drained ‘the coffers of the Pa- 
cha; and, to reimburfe them, he 
had recourfe to the grand expedi- 
ent of the Turks. He levied con- 
tributions on the towns, villages, 
and individuals: whoever was fuf- 
pected of having money, was fum- 
moned, baftinadoed, and plundered. 
Thefe oppreffiens had occafioned a 
revolt at Ramla in Paleftine the 
very firft year he obtained the go- 
vernment, which he fupprefied by 
ftill more odious cruelties, Two 
years after, in 1767, fimilar cop- 
duct occafioned a revolt at Gaza; 
he renewed thete procedings at Yafa, 
in 1769, where among other acts 
of defpotifm, he violated the law 
of nations, in the perfon of the 
refident of Venice, John Damiani, 
a refpectable old man, whom he 
put to the torture, by five hundred 
ftrokes on the foles of his fect, and, 
who could only preferve the teeble 
remains of life, by colleGling from 
his own fortune, and the purfes of 
all his friends, a fum of near fixty 
thoufand livres, (twenty-five hun- 
dred pounds), for the Pacha. ‘This 
tyranny iscommon in Turkey ; but 
as it is not ufually either fo violent, 
or fo general, fach cruelties drove 
the oppreffed to defpair, The peo- 
ple began to murmur on every lide, 
and Paleftine, emboldened by the 
vicinity of Egypt, now in a flate 
of rebellion, threatened to call in 
a foreign protector. — 
6 Under thefe circumflances, Ali 
Bey, the conqueror of Mecca and 
the Said, turned his projects of ag- 
grandizement toward Syria. The 
alliance of Daher, the war with 
the Ruffians, which entirely occu. 
pied the Turks, aid the difcontents 
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the people, all confpired. to favour 
his ambition. He accordingly pab- 
Tithed a manifeilo in 1770, in which 
he declared, that God having. be- 
ftowed a tignal_ benedi¢tion on. his 
arms, be thought himflf bound, 
in » to make ufe of them tor 
the relief of the people, and ro re- 
pref the tyranny of Ofman in Sy- 
via. “He immediately difpatched a 
bidy of mamlouks to Gaza, who 
féized On Ramla and Loud. ‘Their 
appearance divided the adjaccat 
town of Yafa into two factions, one 
of which was dofirous of fubmitting 
to the Egyptians; while the ether 
was for Calling in Ofman, who flew 
thicher immediately, and encamped 
near the town, Two days after, 
Daher wis announced, who had 
likewife haflened thither for the 
fame purpofe. “The inhabitants of 
Yafa, then imagining themfelves 
fecure, fliut their gates againft the 
Pacha; but, in the night, while 
he was preparing to efcape, a party 
of his troops, pafling along, the 
fea-flore, entered, by an opening 
m the wall, and fucked the city, 
The nexe day Daher appeared, and, 
not finding the Turks, took poflef. 
fion of Yala, Ramla, and Loud, 
withotit refillance, in which towns 
he placed gatrifons. 

* Things thus prepared, Mo.- 
hammed Bey arrived in Pualeftine, 
with the grand army, in the month 
of Februaty i771, and followed 
the Shaik along the fea-coait to 
Acre. There, having been joined 
by twelve or thirteen hundred: Mo- 
toualis, under the command of Na- 
fif, and fifteen hundred Satadians, 
led by Ali, fon of Daher, he march- 
ed in April towards Damafcus. We 
have already feen in what manner 
this combined army beat the united 
forces of the Pachas, and how Mo- 
hammed, mafler of Damatfeus, and 
gu the point of taking poficilion of 
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the caftle, on a fudden clianged:- bis 
delign, and again took the road tp 
Cairo. On This oceation, lbrahin 
Sabbar, minifier of | Jaher, receiv. 
NY RO other explanation from Mo. 
bammed, than menaces, wrote 
him, in the name of the Shaik, 
letter filled with reproa hes, which 
proved eventually the cay Cy Of, at 
leat the pretext of a frefh quarrel, 
Diman, however, on his return to 
Damaicus, re-commeaced his 
prefions and hoftilities; and imp 
gining that Daher, chagrined by 
the, unexpected news be had re 
ceived, would not, be prepared tor 
defence, he formed the project of 
futprizing him even in Acre, But 
fearcely was he on his march, whea 
Ali, Daher, and Naif, informed 
of his intentions, propofed. to tum 
the tables on him: they, therefore 
ficretly left Acre, and learning he 
was encamped on the wetlern baok 
of lake Houla, arrived there at 
break of day, took pofletiion of the 
bridge of Yakoub, which they 
found negligently guarded, and feil 
on him fabre in hand, in his camp 
where they made a dreadtul carnage. 
This, like the affair of Nablous, 
was.a total defeat ; the Turks 
prefied on the land fide, threw 
themfelves into the lake, hoping 
to fwim acrofs.it; but the terror 
and confufion of this multicude of 
men and horfes, which mutually 
embarrafled each other, was tuch 
that the enemy made a prodigious 
flav. hter, while ihll greater num- 
bers perifhed in the water and mud 
of the lake. The Pacha was 
thought to be among the number 
of the latter, but he had the good 
fortune to efeape, being faved by 
two negroes, who fwam acrols wita 
him on their fhoulders. 

“* ‘Lhe Porte, terrified at the de- 
feats fhe had met with, both trom 


the Ruifians, and he a 
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now offered peace to mer 
very advantageous condi- 
eat a odace him to confent, 
fhe removed the Pachas of Damaf- 
cus, Saide, and Tripoli ; difavow- 
ed their condudt, and follicited a 
reconciliation with the Shaik. Da- 
her, now eighty-five or eighty-hx 
re old, was willing to accept 
this offer, that he might terminate 
his days in peace; buc he wus di- 
verted Irom this intention by bis 
miner, Ibrakim; who did not 
doubt, but Ali Bey would, the en- 
fuing. winter, proceed to the con- 
yet of Syria, and that this mam- 
louk would cede a confiderab'e por- 
don of that country to Daher, and 
in the future aggrandizement of his 
maller’s power, he hoped the ad- 
vancement of his own pryate for- 
tune, and the means of adding 
frefh treafures to thole he had al- 
ready amufled by his infatiable ava- 
ree. Seduced by this brilliant 
profpeét, he rejected the propofi- 
tions of the Pore, and prepared to 
carry on the war with redoubled 
aftivity. 

“Such was the flate of affairs, 
when, in the month of February, 
of the following year, Mohammed 
Bey reared the tiandard of rebel- 
lion againit his patron™Ali, Ibra- 
him, at firft, flattered himfelf this 
revolt would have no ferious confe- 
quences; but he was foon unde- 
ceived, by the news of Ali’s ex- 
pulfion, and his fubfequent arrival 
at Acre, as a fugitive and fuppliant. 
This ftroke revived the courave of 
all the enemies of Daher, and the 
Turkith faction in Yafa availed 
themfelves of it to regain their af- 
tendancy. ‘They appropriated to 
themfelves, the effects lett there by 
the little fleet of Rodoan: and, 
aded by a Shaik of Nablous, be- 
gan a revolt in the city, and op- 
pofed the patlage of the Mamlouks. 
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Circumftances. now, became 
critical, as the {peedy arrival of a 
large army of Turks was announc- 
ed, which was aflembled near A- 
leppo; Daher, it may be, ought 
to have remained in the vicinity of 
Acre ; but imagining his diligence 
would fecure him trom every ate 
tack, he marched towards Nablous, 
chafiifing the rebels as he paffed, 
and joining Ali Bey, below Yafa, 
conducted him without oppofition 
to Acre. 

‘¢ Ali Bey and Daher, on their 
return to Acre, determined to take 
vengeance for the treachery of the 
people of Nablous and Yata, and, 
in the beginning of July 1772) ape ° 
peared betore the latier city. They 
firft propofed au accommodation, 
but the Turkith faction rejecting 
every propulition, they were com- 
pelied to have recourfe to arms, 
This fiege, properly fpeaking, was 
only a blockade, nor mufl we imae 
gine the aflailants made their ap- 
proaches after the European mee 
thod. They had no other artillery, 
on cither fide, than a few large 
cannon, badly mounted, ill ficuat- 
ed, and ftill worfe ferved, The 
attacks were carried on neither by 
trenches, nor mines; and, it muft 
be owned, that fuch means were 
not necefiary againit a flight wall, 
without ditch or rampart, A 
breach was foon made, but the ca- 
valry of Daher and Ali Bey thewed 
no great eagernefs to pafs it; the 
hefieyed having defended the intide 
with ftones, ftakes, and deep holes 
which they had dug. The whole 
attack was made with {mall arms, 
which killed very few, and eight 
months were watted in this manner, 
in fpite of the impatience of Ali 
rey, who had alone the conduc of 
the fiege. At length the befieged, 
exhaited with fatigue, and being 
in want of provilions, furrendered 
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by capitulaiion, In the month of 
February 1773, Ali Bey placed a 

overnor in the town, for Daher, 
and hafiened to join the Shaik at 
Acre, where he found him occu- 
pied in preparations to enable him 
to return to Egypt, to accelerate 
which event, Ali contributed all in 
his power. 

“ They waited only for a fuc- 
cour of tix hundred men promifed 
by che Ruffians, bur the impatience 
of Ali Bey determincd him to de- 
part without them, Daher made 
ufe of every argument to detain 
him a few days longer, But 
finding nothing could alter his re- 
folution, he fent fitteen hundred 
cavalry to accompany him, com- 
mandcd by Otman, one of his fons, 
Not many days after, (in April 

573), the Ruffiaos arrived with 
the reinforcement, which, though 
lefs confiderable than was expected, 
he greatly regretted he could not 
employ ; but this regr«t was fevere- 
ly a@gravated, when Daher faw his 
on and his eavalry return as fugi- 
tives, to announce to him their own 
difafter, and the fate of Ali Bey. 
He was the more affected at this 
event, as, inftead of an ufeful ally, 
powerful in refources, he acquired 
an enemy formidable from his ha- 
tred and activity. ‘This at his age, 
was a moft sfflifting profpect, and 
it is highly to his honour, that he 
bore it with proper fortitude, 

“The Porte expecting great 
fuccets in the intrigues fhe was then 
carrying on in Egypt, flill enter- 
tuined hopes of overcoming «ll her 
enemies; the again placed Ofman 
at Damafcus, and gave him an un- 
limited power over all Syria. The 
firtt ufe he made of this, was to 
affemble under his orders fix Pa- 
chas, whom he led through the 
vale of Rekaa, to the village of 
Zehia, with intention to penetrate 
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into the MOUNTAINOUS eQuNtre 
J he firength of this army, and the 
rapklitv of its march, {pread eon. 
fiermation on every fide, and th 
Emir Youtef, always timid ri 

and it. 
refolute, already repented hig alf 
ance with Daher ; but this aged 
man, follicttous for the fatety of 
his allies, took care to provide for 
their defence. The Turks had 
hardly been encamped fix days, gt 
the foot of the mountains, be 
they learnt that Ali, the fon of 
Daher, was approaching to give 
them battle. Northing more ‘Was 
neceffary to intimidate them. In 
vain were they told the enemy had 
but five hundred horte, while the 
were upwards of five thoufind 
flrong: the name of Ali Daher fo 
terrified them that this whole arm 
fled in one night, and left thew 
camp, full of fpoils and baggace, 
to the inhabitants of Zahla. 

* After this fuccefs, it might be 
fuppofed Daher would have allowed 
himfelf time to breathe, and have 
turned his attention to preparations 
for his defence, which was become 
every day more neceflary ; but for- 
tune had determined he fhould no 
longer enjoy any repofe, For fe- 
veral years paft, domettic troubles 
had accompanied foreign wars; 
and it was only by meuns of the 
latter he had been able to appeafe 
the former. His children, who 
were themiclves old men, were 
wearied of waiting fo long for their 
inheritance j and, befides this con- 
fant difpofition to revolt, had real 
grievances to complain of, which 
by giving too much reafon tor their 
di contents, rendered them the more 
dangerous, For feveral years, the 
Chriftian Ibrahim, miniger of the 


Shaik, had engroffed all his confi- 
dence, which he thimefully abufed 
to gratify his own avarice. He 
dared not openly exercife the ty- 

canay 
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of the Turks; but he neg- 

no means, however unjutt, 
which he could amafs money. 
He monopolized eee article of 
eommerce ; he alone ad the fale 
of corn, cotton, and other articles 
of exportation ; and he alone pur- 
pire cloths, indigo, fugars, and 
other merchandize. His avarice 
had frequently invaded the fup- 
rivileges, and even the real 

“hee of the Shaiks; they did not 

rdon him this abufe of power, 
and every day, furnifhing frefh 
fubjedts of complaint, was produc- 
tive of new ditturbances. Duher, 
whofe underiianding began to be 
impaired by his extreme old are, 
did not adopt meafures calculated 
to appeafe them. He called his 
children rebels and wngra‘eful, and 
imagined he had no faithful and 
difinterefted fervant but Ibrahim: 
this infatuation ferved only to de> 
troy all refpect for his perfon, and 
toinflame and jultiiy their difcon- 
teats. 

“The unhappy effects of this 
conduct fully ditplayed themfelves 
in 1774 Since the death of Ali 
Bey, Ibrahim, finding he had more 
to fear than hope, had abated fome- 
thing of his haughtinefs. He no 
longer faw the fame certainty of 
amafling money by making war, 
His allies, the Ruffians, in whom 
all his confidence was placed, be- 
gan themfelves to talk of peace ; 
and thefe motives determined him 
hkewife to conclude it, for which 
purpofe he entered into a treaty 
with a capidji whom the Porre 
maintained at Acre. It was agreed 
that Daher and his fons fhould lay 

their arms, but retain the go- 
vernment of the country, by re- 
ving the Yails, which are the 
bols of this power. But it was 


fipulated, that Saide fhould 
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be reftored, and the Shaik pay the 
miri, as he had done formerly. 
Thefe conditions were extremely 
diffitistactory to the fons of Daher, 
and the more fo, becaufe they were 
concluded without their part'cipa- 
tion. They deemed it cifrraceful 
again to become tribu:arics, and 
were flill mere offended that the 
Porte had granted to none of them 
the title of their father ; they there- 
fore all revolted. Ali repaired to 
Palefline, and took up his quarters 
at Habroun ; Ahmad and Seid re- 
t'red to Nablous, Otman among the 
Arabs of Saker, and the remainder 
of the year pated in thefe diffen- 
lions. 

‘© Such was the fituation of af- 
fairs, whin, at the beginning of 
1775, Mohammed-Bey appeared 
in Paleftine, with all the turces he 
was able to colleét, Gaza, detti- 
tute of ammunition, did not ven- 
ture to refill. Yafa, proud of the 
part fhe had acted in former dif- 
putes, had more courage ; the ine 
habitants took arms, and their re- 
fittance had nearly difappointed the 
vengeance of the mamlouk; but 
every thing confpired to the de- 
ftruction of Daher. The Druzes 
dared not ftir; the Motoualis were 
difcontented: Ibrahim fummoned 
affiftance from every quarter, but 
he offered no money, and his fol- 
licitations had no effeét; he had 
not even the prudence to fend pro- 
vifions to the belieged. They were 
compelled to furrender, and the 
route to Acre was laid open to the 
enemy. As foon as the taking of 
Yafa was known, Ibrahim and Da- 
her fled, and took refuge in the 
mountains of Safad. Ali Daher, 
confiding in the treaty between 
himfelf and Mohammed, took the 
place of his father; but foon per- 
ceiving he had been deceived, he 

took 
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took to flight likewife in his turn, 


and Acre remained in the poileffion’ 


of the Mamlouks. 

’ & Je would have been difficult to 
forefee the confequences of this re- 
volution, but the unexpected death 
of its author rendered it, of a fud- 

n, of no effect. The flight of 
the Egyptians, leaving free the 
country and capital of Daher, he 
loft no time in returning ; but the 
ftorm was by no means appeafed. 
He foon learnt that a Turkifh fleet, 
under the command of Haffun, the 
celebrated captain Pacha, was liy- 
ing fiege to Saide. He then difvo- 
vered roo late the perfidy of the 
Porte, which hid lulled his vigi- 
lance by profeffions of friend‘lup, 
while fhe was concerting with Mo- 
hammed Bey the means of his 
deftrucétion. During a whole year 
that the 'ufks had been difengaged 
from the Ruffians, it was not difli- 
cult to forefee their intentions trom 
their motions. Still, however it 
was in his power to endeavour to 
prevent the confequenees of this 
error; but, unfortunately, even 
this he negleted. Degnizla, bom- 
barded in Saide without hope of 
fuccour, was conftrained to evacu- 
ate the cown; and the captain Pa- 
cha appeared intlantly betore Acre. 
At fight of the enemy, a confulta- 
tion was held how to efcape the 
danger, and this led to a quarrel, 
which decided the fate of Daher. 

Ina general council, Ibrahim 

ave his opinion to repel force by 

ree: his reafons were, that the 
captain Pacha had but three large 
veflels s that he could neither make 
an attack by land, nor remain at 
anchor, without danger, before the 
caitle ; that there was a fufficient 
force of cavalry and Mograbian in- 
fantry to hinder a defcent, and 


that it Was almoft certain the Turks 
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would relinguifh the enters: 
without attempting ay thing 
oppofition to him, Vs 
clared for peace, 


la 
Degnizla de. 
CaUle retitlanes 


could only prolong the war. he « 


maintained ic Was unreafonable tg 
expofe the lives of fo many brave 
men, when the fame object m; 
be effected by lefs valuable mean 
that is by money ; that he was fui 
ciently acquainted with the avidiry 
of the captain Pacha, to affert \. 
would fuffer himfelf to be corrype. 
ed; and was ceitain not only tha 
he could procure his departure, by: 
even make him a friend, for the 
fur of two thoufand purfes. ‘This 
was pricifely what Ibrahim dread. 
ed; he therefore exclaimed againt 
the meafure, protefting there was 
not a medin in the treafury, Dy 
her fupported his affertion. “ The 
Shaik 1s in the right,” replied Deg. 
nizia; * his fervants have long 
known that his generofity does not 
futter his money to ftagnate in his 
coffers; but does not the money 
they obtain from him belong t 
him? And can it be believed that 
thus enritled to them, we know not 
where to find two thoula nd purfes” 
At thefe words Ibrahim interrupt 
ing him, exclaimed, that as tor 
himfelf, no man could be poorer. 
** Say bafer,”” refumed Deynizla, 
traniported with rage. “ Who ts 
ignorant, that for the la(t fourteen 
years, you have been heaping up 
enormous treafures ? that you have 
monopolized all the trade of the 
country ; that you fell all the lands, 
and keep back “yg payments that 
are due; that in the war of Mo 
hammed Bey, you plundered the 
whole territory of Gaza, carried 
away ail the corn, and left the in- 
habitants of Yafa without the ne 
ceffaries of life ?”’ He was pre 
ceeding, when the Shaik, com 
manding 


che 
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manding filence, protefted the in- 
socence of his minitter, and accufed 
Negaizla of envy and treachery., 

* dela initanciy quitied che coun- 
cil, and affembling bis countrymen, 
the Mograbians or Barbary Aribsy 
who compoled rhe chict livcasta ot 


the place, forbid rhem to fire upon 
the captain Pacha. 

« Daher, however, determined 
0g land the attack, made every ne- 
oeflary preparation ; and, the next 
ay, Haffan, approaching the cal- 
tie, began the cannonade. Daher 
sniwered with the few pieces near 
him; but in fpite of his reiterated 
orders, the others did not fire. 
Finding himfelf betrayed, he mount- 
ed his horfe; and, leaving the 
town by the gute which opens to- 
watds the gardens on the north, 
amempted to gain the eountry ; but, 
while he was paling along the walls 
ofthefe gardens, a Mograbian, fol- 
der thot him with a mufquet in 
the loins, and he fell from his 
horfey when the Barbary Arabs, 
infantly furrounding his body, cut 
cut off his ead, which they carried 
tothe captain Pacha, who, accord. 
ing to the odious cuitom of the 
Turks, loaded ic with infults while 
he furveyed it, and had it pickled, 
in order to carry it to Conttantino- 
ple, as a prefent to the Sultan, and 
a fpeftacle to the people. 

“ Such was the tragical end of 


Aman, in many refpects, worthy 


fa better faite. It is long fince 
am his beheld among her chiefs 
great a character. In military 





affairs, no man pofleffed more cour- 
age, activity, coolnefs, or refources. 
In politicss:the noble franknefs of 
his mind was not diminiflied even 
by his ambition, He was fond only 
of brave and open meafures ; and 
hereicaily preferred the dangers of 
the field to the wily intrigues of the 
cabinet ; nor was it till he had taken 
Ibruhim for his miniiter that his 
conduct was blemifhed with a forte 
of dupliciey which that Chriftian 
calied prudence. The reputation 
of his juftice had eftablifhed through- 
out his ftates, a fecuriky unknown 
in Turkey; difference in religion 
occafioned no dilputes on this head ; 
he poffeffed the toleration, or, pers 
haps, the indffference of the Be- 
dou Arabs. He had alfo preferv- 
ed the fimplicity of their cuftoms 
and manners. His table was not 
different from that of a rich farmer ; 
the luxury of his drefs never ex- 
ceeded a few pelitfes, and he never 
wore any trinkets. The greatett 
expence he incurred was in blood 
mares, for fome of which he even 
paid as high as twenty thoufand 
livres, (eight hundred and twenty- 
five pounds). He likewife loved 
women; but was fo jealous of de- 
cency and decorum, that he ordered 
that every one t.ken in the act of 
gallantry, or offering infult to a 
woman, fhould fuffer death: he 
had, in fhort, attained the difficult 
medium between prodigality and 
avarice, and was at once generous 
and ceconoinical.” 


MAN- 
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NUPTIAL and FUNERAL RITES of the ANCIENT MEXICANS 


[From the Firft Volume of the Abbé Cravicero’s Hiftory 
tranilated by Cuarces CuLien, Efq.} 


« ITH refpect to the mar- 
riuges of the Mexicans, 
although in them, as well as in all 
their cuftoms, fuperfition had a 
great flare, nothing, however, at- 
tended them which was repugnant 
to decency or honour. Any mar- 
riaye between perfons related in the 
firit degree of confanguinity or al« 
liance, was ftrictly forbid, not only 
by the laws of Mexico, but alfo by 
the laws of Michuacan, unlefs it 
was between coufins. The parents 
were the perfons who fettled all 
marriages, and none were ever exe- 
cuted without theirconfeat. When 
a fon arrived at an age capable of 
bearing the charges of that ftate, 
which in men was from the age of 
twenty to twenty-two years, and in 
women from fixteen to eighteen, a 
fuitable and proper wife was fingled 
out for him; but before the union 
was concluded on, the divincrs 
were confulted, who, afier havin 
confidered the birth-day of the 
youth, and of the young girl in- 
tended for his bride, decided on 
the happinefs or unhappinefs of the 
mateh. If from the combination 
of figns attending their birth, they 
pronounced the alliance unpropi- 
tious, that young maid was aban- 
doned, ind another fought. If, 
a the contrary, they prediéted 
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happinefs to the couple, the young 
girl was demanded of he? parents 
y certain women among{t them 
called cihuatlanque, or folici 

who were the mott elderly and ree 
fpectable amongft the kindred of 
the youth. Thefe women went 
the firft tine at midnight to the 
houfe of the damfel, carried a pre. 
fent to her parents, and demanded 
her of them in a humble and ref. 
pectful ftyle. The firft demand, was, 
according to the cuftom of that nas 
tion, infallibly refufed, however 
advantageous and eligible the mars 
riage might appear to the parents, 
who gave fome plaulible reafons 
for their refufal. After a few days 
were palt, thofe women returned 
to repeat their demand, re 
ers and arguments alfo, in order to 
obtain their requelt, giving an ac 
count of the rank and fortune of 
the youth, and of what he would 
make the dowry of his wife, and 
alfo gaining information of that 
which fhe could bring to the match 
on her part. The parents replied 
to this fecond requeft, that it was 
neceflary to confult their relations 
and connections, and to find out 
the inclination of their daughter, 
before they could come to any fe 
folution. Thefe female folicitors 


returned no more ; as the — 
th. 
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conveyed, by means of 
pag a Of thelr kindred, a 
‘cue anfwer to the party. 
Or awnblc anfwer being at laft 
obtained, atid a day appointed for 
the nuptials, the parents, after ex- 
horting their daughtet 10 fidelity 
aad obedience 10 her hufband, and 
to fueh a conduct in life as would 
do honour to her family, conducted 
her with a puferous company and 
mulic, to the houfe of her father- 
inlaw; if noble, fhe was carried 
i a litter. ‘1 Ke bridegroom, and 
the father and mother-in-law, re- 
ceed hér at the gate of the houfe, 
with for torclics borne by four 
women. At meeting, the bride and 
room reciprocally offered in- 
cenfé to each other ; then the brides 
groom taking the btide by the 
hand, led her into the hall, or cham- 
ber which was prépared for the 
nuptials. They both fet down ups 
on a new and curioufly wrought 
mat, which was fpread in the mid- 
dle of the chamber, and clofe to 
the fire which was kept lighted. 
Then a priett tied a point of the 
huepilli, or gown of the bride, 
with the tilmatli, or mantle of the 
bridegroom, and in this ceremony 
the matrimonial contract chiefly 
confifted. The wife now made 
fome turns round the fire, and then 
returning to her mat, the, along 
with her hufband, offered copal to 
their gods, and exchanged pre- 
fents with each other. The repatt 
ed next. The married pair 
tat upon the mat, giving mouthfuls 
fe cach other alternately, and to 
the guefts in their places. When 
who had been invited were 
ome ¢xhilerated with wine, 
Which was freely drank on fuch 
cations, they went out to dance 
in the ow of the houfe, while the 
pair remained in the cham- 
ber, 6 which, during four days, 
1787, 
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they never ftirred; except to obey 
the calls of nature, or to go ro the 
oratory at midnight to bura incenté 
to the idols, aud to make oblations 
of eatabless They puffed thete 
four days in prayer and fafting, 
dreffed in new habits, and adorned 
with certain enligns of the vods of 
their devotion, without praceeding 
to any act of lefs decency, fearing 
that otherwife the punithment of 
heaven would fall upon them. 
Their beds on thefe nights were 
two mats of rufhes, covered with 
fmiall fheets, with certain feathers, 
and a gem of Chalehibuitl in the 
middle of them. At che four cor- 
ners of the bed green canes and 
fpines of the aloe were laid, with 
which they were to draw blood 
from their tongues and their ears 
in honour of their gods. The 
pricits were the perfons who adjutt- 
ed the bed to tan¢tify the marriage ; 
but we know nothing of the myf- 
tery of the canes, the feathers, and 
the gem. Until the fourth night 
the mar:iage was not confummated ; 
they believed ic would have proved 
unlucky, if they had anticipated 
the period of confummation. The 
morning after they bathed theme 
felves and put on new dieffes, and 
thofe who had been invited, adorn- 
ed their heads with white, and their 
hands and feet with red feathers. 
The ceremorty was concluded b 

making prefents of drefles to the 
gueiis, which were proportioned. 
to the circumftances of the married 
pair; and on that fame day they 
carried to the temple the mats, 
fheets, canes, and the eatables 


‘which had been prefented to the 


idols. 

‘+ The forms which we have de 
{cribed, in the marriages of the 
Mexicans were not fo univerfal 
through the empire, but that fome 
provinces obferved ether peculiare 

D ithes. 
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ities. In Icheatlan, whoever was 
defirous of marrying prefented 
himfelf to the priefts, by whom he 
was condutted to the temple, where 
they cut off a part of his hair be- 
fore the idol which was worthipped 
there, and then pointing him out 
to the people, they began to ex- 
claim, faying, this man wifbes to 
take a wife. Then they made him 
defcend, and take the firft free wo- 
man he met, as the one whom hea- 
‘ven deftined to him. Any woman 
who did not like t) have him for a 
hufband, avoided coming near to 
the temple at that time, that fhe 
might not fubject herfelf to the ne- 
ceflity of marrying him: this mar- 
riage was only fingular therefore in 
the mode of {ceking for a wile. 

«¢ Among the Ortomies, it was 
lawful to ufe any free woman be- 
fore they married her. When an 
perfon was about to take a wife, if 
on the firft night he found any thing 
about his wife which was difagree- 
able to him, he was permitted to 
divorce her the next day; but if 
he fhewed himfelt all that day con- 
tent with having her, he could not 
afterwards abandon her, The con- 
tract being thus ratified, the pair 
retwed to do penance for paft of- 
fences twenty or thirty days, dur- 
ing which period they abittained 
from moft of the pleatures of the 
fenfes, drew blood from themfelves, 
and frequently bathed. 

«Among the Miztecas, befides 
the ceremony of tying the married 
pair together by the end of their 
‘garments, they cut off a part of 
their hair, ahd the hufband carried 
his wife for a litle time upon his 
back. 

«© They permitted polygamy in 
the Mexican empire. The kines 


and lords had numerous wives; but 
itis probable, that they obferved all 
* the ceremonies with their principal 









wives only, and thar with the ref 
the effential rite of tying their 

ments together was ufficient, mis 
‘ The Spanith theologitts and 
canonitts, who went to Mexico a 

mediately after the conqueft, bein 
unacquainted with the cuftoms of 
thote people, raifed doubts shou 
their marriages; but when they 
had learnt the language, and pro» 
perly examined that and other 
ete of importance, they acknow. 
edged fuch marriages to be jus 
and lawful. Pope Paul ITT. and 
the provincia! council of Mexico 
ordered, in conformity to the * 
cred canons, and the ulage of the 
church, that all thofe who were 
willing to embrace chriftianity, 
fhould keep no other wife but the 

one whom they had firtt married, 
*¢ However fuper,jlitiousthe Mex. 
icans were in other matters, in the 
rites which they obferved at fune. 
rals they exceeded themfelves As 
foon as any perfon died, certain 
mafters of funeral ceremonics were 
called, who were generally men 
advanced in years. They cut a 
number of pieces of paper, with 
which they dreffed the dead body, 
and took a glafs of water with which 
they fprinkled the head, faying, 
that that was the water uled in the 
time of theirlife. They then drefl- 
ed it in a habit fuitable to the rani, 
the wealth, and the cireumitances 
attending the death of the party, 
If the deceafed had been a warrior, 
they clothed him in the habit of 
Huitzilopochtli ; if a merchant, in 
that of Jacatuerli ; if an artitt, in 
that of the protecting god of his art 
or trade : one who had been drows- 
ed was dreffed in the habit of Tia- 
lag ; one who had been executed 
tor adultery, in that of Tlazolreot! ; 
and a drunkard in the habit ot 
‘Tezcatzoncatl, god of wine, In 
fhort, as Gomara has well sa 
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they wore more garments after they 
were dead than while they were 
we With the habit they gave the 

tue of water, which was to 
ge ae journey to the other 
world, and alto at fuccetlive ditfe- 
rent times, different pieces of paper, 
mentioning the ufe of each. On 
conigning the firit piece to the 
dead, they faid: * By means of 
this you will pafs without danger 
between the two mountains which 
fight againtt each other.” With 
the fecond they faid: ‘* By means 
of this you will walk without ob- 
fruction along the road which 1s 
defended by the great fe peat.” 
With the third: ** By this you 
will go fecurely through the place, 
where there is the crovodile Xochi- 
ronal.’ The fourth was a tafe 
pafport through the eight defarts ; 
the fith through the eight hills ; 
and the fixth was given in order to 
pals without hurt through the 
iharp wind; ‘or they pretended 
that it was necetlary to pals a place 
called Itzchecajan, where a wind 
blew fo violently as to tear up 
rocks, and fo fharp that it cut like 
a knife; on which account they 
burned all the habits which the de- 
cealed had worn during life, their 
arms, and fome houthold goods, 
in order that the heat of this fire 
might defend them from the cold of 
that tervible wind. 

“One of the chief and moft ridi- 
culous ceremonies at funerals was 
the killing a techichi, a domeflic 
quadruped, which we have already 
inentioned, refembling a little dog, 
toaccompany the deceafed in their 
journey to the other world. They 
hxed a ftring about its neck, be- 
lieting that neceflary to enable it 
'0 pals the deep river of Chiuhna- 
hviapan, of New Waters. They 


‘varied the techichi, or burned it a- 
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long with the body of its mafter, 
according to the kind of death of 
which he died. While the matters 
of the ceremonies were lighting up 
the fire in which the body was to 
be burned, the other, pieiis kept 
finging in a melancholy ftrain. 
After burning the body, they ga- 
thered the afhes in an earthen pot,. 
amonyit which, according to the 
circumflances of the deceafed, they 
puta gem of more or lefs value; 
which they faid would ferve him in 
place of a heart in the o:her world. 
They buried this earthen pot in a 
deep ditch, and fourleore days af- 
ter made oblations of bread nail wine 
over it. 

‘¢ Such were the funeral rites of 
the common people; but at the 
death of kings, and that of lords, 
or perfons of high rank, fome pe- 
culiar forms were obferved that. are 
worthy to be mentioned. When 
the king fell tick, fays Gomara, 
they put a mafk on the idol of Hu- 
itzilopochthi, and alfo one on the 
idul of Tezcatlipoca, which they 
never took off until the king was 
either dead or recovered ; but it is 
certain, that the idol of Huitzilo- 


pochth had always two maiks, not 


one. As foon as a king of Mexico 
happened to die, his death was pub- 
lithed in great form, and all the 
lords who refided at court, and alto 
thofe who were bur a little ditlant 
from it were intormed of the 
event, in order that they might 
be prefent at the funeral, In the 
mean time they laid the royal 
corpieé. upon beautitul curioufly 
wrought mats, whch was @trend- 
ed and watched by his domef- 
tics. Upon the fourth or fifth day 
atter, when the lords were ar- 
rived, who brought with them rich 
-drefics, beautiful feathers, and flaves 
to be prefented, to add to the pomp 
af the funeral, they clothed the 
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corpfe in fifteen, ot more, very fine 
habits of cotton of various colours, 
ornamented it with gold, filver, and 
ms, hung an emerald at the un- 
er lip, which was to ferve in place 
ofa heart, ¢overed the face with a 
watk, and over the habits were 
placed the enfigns of that god, in 
whofe temple or area the athes were 
to be buried. They cut off fome 
of the hair, which, together with 
fome more which had been cut off 
in the infaney of the king, they 
preferved in a little box, in order 
to perpetuate, as they faid, the me- 
mory of the deceafed. Upon the 
box they laid an image of the de- 
ceAfed, made of aod. or of ftone. 
Then they killed the flave who was 
his chaplain, who had hadthe care of 
his oratory, and all that belonged 
to the private worfhip of his gods, 
in order that he might ferve him in 
the fame office in the other world. 
‘©The funeral proceffion came 
hext, accompanied by all the re- 
lutions of the deceafed, the whole 
of the nobility, and the wives of 
the late king, who teftified their 
forrow by tears and other demon- 
ftrations of grief. The nobles car- 
ried a great flandard of paper, and 
the royal arms and enfigns. The 
priefts continued finging, but with- 
out any muficalinflrument. Upon 
their arrival at the lower area of 
the temple, the high-priett, toge- 
ther with their fervants, came out 
to meet the royal corpfe, which, 
without delay, they placed on the 
funeral pile, which was prepared 
there for that purpofe of odoriterous 
refinous woods, together with a 
large quantity of copal, and other 
aromatic fubitances, While the 
royal corpfe, and all its liabits, the 
arms and enfigns were burning, 
they facrificed at the bottom of thre 
“fairs of the temple a great number 
of flaves of thofe which belonged 


to the deceafed, and a'fo of thofe 
which had been prefented by the 
lords. Along with the flaves; 1 
likewife facriticed fome of the irre. 
gularly formed men, whom the 
king had collected i: his palaces 
for his entertainment, in order tha: 
they might give him tle tame ples 
fure in the other world; and for 
the fame reafon they ufed alfo to 
fuctifice fome of his wives: The 
number of the victims was propor 
tioned to the grandeur ot the fune. 
ral, and amounted fometimes, a 
feveral hiftorians attirm, to two hun. 
dred. Among the other facrifices 
the techichi was not omitted ; they 
were firmly perfuaded that without 
fuch a guide it would be impoilible 
to get through fome dangerous 
ways which led to the other world, 

** The day following the athes 
were gathered, and the teeth which 
remained entire ; they fought care- 
fully for the emerald which had 
been hung to the under lip, and 
the whole were put into the bor 
with the hair, and they depofied 
the box in the place deitined for his 
fepulchre. The four following 
days they made oblations of cat- 
ables over the fepulchre; on the 
fifth, they facrificed fome {laves, 
and alfo fome others on the twen 
tieth, fertieth, fixtieth, and cigh- 
tieth day after. From that time 
forward, they facrificed no more 
human victims: but every year 
they celebrated the day of the fu- 
neral with facrifices of rabbits, but- 
terflies, quails, and other birds, ene 
with oblations of bread, wine, copa’, 
flowers, and certain little rees fib 
ed with aromatic fubitances, which 
they called acajet!. This anniver 
fary was held for four years. 

« The bodies of the dead were 
in general burned p they buried me 
ies entire of thofe only who 
been drowned, of had died of “t. 

’ 
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fome ather difea’es ; but 
en the reafon of thefe excep- 
: now not. 
re. was no fixed place for 
perils. Many ordered their athes 
to be buried near to fome temple 
or altar, fome in the fields, and o- 
thers in thafe facred places of the 
mountains where facrifices ufed to 
be made. The afhes of the kings 
snd lorda, were, far the mdft part, 
ted in the towers of the tem- 
ples, efpecially in thofe of the 
er temple. Clofe to Teou- 
uacan, where there were many 
semples, there were alfo innumera- 
ble fepulchres. The tombs of thofe 
whole bodjes had been buried en- 
tire, agreeable to the teitimony of 
the anonymous conqueror who faw 
them, were deep ditches, formed 
with fone and lime, within which 
they placed the bodies in a fitting 
ure upon icpalli, or low feats, 
together with the inftruments of 
their art or proteiion, If it was 
the fepulchre of any. military per- 
fon, ther laid a fhield and {word 
by him; if of a woman, a fpindle, 
a weaver’s fhuttle, and a xicalli, 
which was a certain naturally 
formed veflel, of which we hail 
7 more hereafter, In the tombs 
the rich they put gold and jew- 
els, but all were provided with eat- 
ables for the long journey which 
they had to make. ‘The Spanith 
conquerors, knowing of the gold 
which was buried with the Mexican 
lords in their tombs, dug up feve- 
tal, and found contiderable quan- 
hues of that precious metal. Cor- 
tei fays in his letters, that at one 
eatry which he made into the capi- 
tal, when it was befieged by his 
amy, his foldiers found fifteen 
hundred caftellanos, that is, two 
hundred and forty ounces of gold, 
in one fepulchre, which was in the 
tower of a temple. The anony- 


Pus Conqueror fays alfo, that he 
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ws prefent at the digging up of 
another fepulchre, from which they 
took three thoufand cattellanos. 

“The caves of the mountains 
were the fepulchres of the ancient 
Chechemecas ; but, as they grew 
more civilized, they adopted in thid 
and other rites, the cuitoms of the 
Acolhuan nation, which were nears 
ly the fame with thofe of the Mex- 
icans. 

© The Miztecas retained in part 
the ancient ufage of the Cheche- 
mecas, but in fome things they 
were fingular in their cuftoms, 
When any of their lords fell fick, 
they offered prayers, vows, and fas 
crifices for the recovery of his 
health. If it was rettored, they 
made great rejoicings. It he died, 
they continued to {peak of him as 
if he was {ll alive, and conduéted 
one of his flaves to the corpfe, dreffs 
ed him in the habits of his mafler, 
put a mafk upon his face, and for 
one whole day, paid him all the 
honours which they had ufed to 
render to the deceated. At mid- 
night, four priefts carried the corpfe 
to be buried in a wood, or in fome 
cavern, particularly in that one 
where they believed the gate of 
paradife was, and at their return 
they facrificed the flave, and laid 
him with all the ornaments of his 
tranfitory dignity, in a ditch; but 
without covering him with earth, 

«« Every year they held a fefti- 
val in honour of their laft lord, on 
which they celebrated his birth, 
not his death, for of it they never 
{fpoke, ; ; 

‘* The Zapotccas, their neigh. 
bours, embalmed the body of the 
principal lord of their nation, Even 
from the time of the firft Cheche- 
mecan kings, aromatic preparations 
were in ule among thote nations to 
preferve dead bodies from fpeedy 
corruption ; but we do not know 
that thefe were very frequent.” 
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Their CEREMONIES on the ELECTION of a KING, 
{From the fame Work. } 


“ O new king was elected un- 
til the funeral of his pre- 
deceflor was celebrated with due 
pomp and magnificence. As foon 
as the election was made, advice 
was fent to the kings of Acolhua- 
can and Tacuba, in order that they 
might confirm, it, and alfo to the 
feudatory lords who had been pre- 
fent at the funeral. Thefe two 
kings led the new chofen fovereign 
to the greater temple. The bade. 
tory lords went firft, with the ene 
figns of their ilates; then the no- 
bies of the court with the badges 
of their dignity and offices; the 
two allied kings followed next, and 
behind them the king elect, ftript 
naked, without any covering except 
the maxtlatl, the girdle, or large 
bandage, about his middle. He af- 
cended the temple, refling on the 
arms of two nobles of the court, 
where one of the high-priefts, ac- 
companied by the mott refpectable 
officers of the temple, reccived him. 
He worfhipped the idol of Huitzi- 
Jopochtli, touching the earth with 
his hand, and then carrying it to 
his mouth. The high-pricit dyed 
his body with a certain kind of ink, 
and fprinkled him four times with 
water which had been bletfed, ac- 
cording to their rite, at the grand 
feilival of Huitzilopochtli, making 
ufe torthis purpofe of branches of 
cedar and willow, and the le.-'es of 
maize, . He was clothed in a man- 
tle, on which wore painted fkulls 
und bones of the dead, aad his 
head was covered with two other 
cloaks, one black, and the other 
blue, on which fimilar figures were 
reprefented. ‘They tied a fmall 
gourd to his neck, containing a 


certain powder, which they efleom. 
ed a ftrong prefervative againg dif. 
cafes, forcery, and treafon, Hap. 
py would that people be whofe kip 
could carry about him fuch a att 
fervative. They pur atterwards q 
cenfer, and a bag of copal in his 
hands, that he might give incente 
to the idol with them, When this 
act of religion was performed, dur. 
ing which the king remained on his 
knees, the high-prieit fat down and 
delivered a difcourfe to him, in 
which after congratulating him on 
his advancement, he informed him 
of the obligation he owed his fub- 
jects for having raifed him to the 
throne, and warmly recommended 
to him zeal for religion and juttice, 
the protection of the poor, and the 
defence ot his native country and 
kingdom. The allied kings and 
the nobles next addreffed him to 
the fame purpofe; to which the 
king anfwered with thanks aud pro- 
mifes to exert himfelf to the utmot 
of his power for the happinefs of 
the ftate. Gomara, and other au- 
thors who have copied him, affirm, 
that the high-prictt made him twear 
to maintain their ancient religion, 
to obferve the laws of his ancef- 
tors, and to make the fun go bis 
courfe, to make the clouds pour 
down rain, to make the rivers ran, 
and all fruits to ripen. It itis true, 
that they made the king take {0 
extravagant an oath, it is probable 
that they only meant to oblige him 
to maintain a conduct worthy o% 
thefe favours from heaven. 
‘After hearing thefe addreffes, 
the king defcended with all his at 
tendants to the lower area, where 


the reit of. the ncbility waited to 
make 
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Their CEREMONIES on the 
make their obedience, and pay him 


¢ in jewels and apparel. He 
was thence conducted to a chamber 
within the inclofure of the temple 
called Tlacatecco, where he was 
left by himfelf four days, during 
which time he was allowed to cat 
bur once a day ; but he might eat 
deh or any other kind of tood. He 
bathed twice every day, and after 
bathing he drew blood from his 
ears, which he offered together 
with fome burnt copal to Huitzilo- 


ELECTION of a KING. 


[ss] 


pochtli, making all the while con- 
itant and carne: prayers to obtain 
that enlightenment of underttand- 
ing which was requilite in order to 
govern his monarchy with pru- 
dence, On the fitth day, the no- 
bility returned to the temple, ¢on- 
ducting the new king to his palace, 
where the teudatory lords came to 
renew the inveltiture of their ficts. 
Then foliowed the rejoicings of the 
people, entertainments, dances, and 
Uluminations.”’ 





MORAL and PHYSICAL QUALITIES of the MEXICANS. 
{From the fame Work. } 


“ HF moral and phyfical 

qualities of the Mexicans, 
their tempers and difpofitions, were 
the fame with thofe of the Acolhu- 
icans, the Tepanceans, the ! lafca- 
lans, and other nations, with no 
other difference than what arofe 
from their different mode of edu- 
cation; fo that what we fhall fay 
of the one, we could with to be 
underitood as equally applicable to 
the reft. Several authors, ancient 
as well as modern, have undertaken 
a defcription of thete people, but 
I have not met with any ove which 
i mm every refpect, faithful and 
correct, The patlions and preju- 
dices of fome, and the impertect 
information, or the weak under- 
flandings of others, have prevented 
their reprefenting them in their ge- 
nuine colours, What we fhall fay 


upon the fubject, is derived from a 
ferious and long ftudy of the hif- 
tory of thefe nations, from a fami- 
liar intercourfe for many years with 
the natives, and from the moft mi- 
bute obfervations with refpect to 
‘cir prefent ftate, made both by 


ourfelves and by other impartial 
perfons, I certainly have no bias 
upon my own mind which thould 
make me lean to one fide more than 
to the other; as neither the feel 
ings of a fellow-countryman can 
{way my opinion in their favour, 
nor can I be interetfied to condemn 
them from a love of my nation, or 
zeal for the honour of my coun- 
trymen: fo that I fhall fpeak 
frankly and plainly the good and 
the bad, which I have difcovered 
in’them. 

‘© The Mexicans are of a good 
ftature, genervlly rather exceeding 
than failing fhort of the middle 
fize, and well proportioned in all 
their limbs: they have good com- 
plexions, narrow turcheads, black 
eyes, clean, firm, regular white 
teeth, thick, black, coarfe, glofly 
hair, thin beards, and generally no 
hair upon their legs, thighs, and 
arms. Their fkin is of an olive 
colour, 

© There is fcarcely a nation, 
perhaps, upon earth in which there 
are fewer perfons deformed, and it 

D4 would 
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wauld be more difficult to find a 
jingle hump-backed, lame, or fquint- 
eyed man am ngii a thoufand Mecx- 
igans, thon among any hundred of 
any other nation. The unpla- 
fantnefs of the r colour, the {mail- 
nelseof their forehead, the thinnefs 
of their beard and the coarfenefs 
of their hair, are fo far compenfated 
by the regularity and fine propor- 
tions of their liynbs, that they can 
neither be called tery beautiful, nor 
the contrary, but isin to hold a 
middle-place between the extrei.es. 
Their appearance neither engages 
nor difgulis ; but among the young 
women of Mexico, there are many 
very beatiful and fair ; whole beau; 
ty is at the fame time rendered 
more winning by the fweetrefs of 
their manner of fpeaking, and by 
the Papiersnchs and natural modet- 
ty of their whole behaviour. 

** Their fenie. are very acute, ef- 
pecially that of fight, which they 
enjoy unjmpaied to the greatett 
age. ‘Pheir onftitutions are found, 
and their health robufl, ‘I hey are 
entirely free of many diforders 
which are common anyon, the Spa- 
niard:, but of the epidemical dif- 
eafes to which their country ts a¢- 
cafionally fubject, they are he 
principal vicums; with them thefe 
difeafes begin, and with t!em they 
end. One we er perceives in a 
Mexican that tiinking breath which 
js occafione.! in other peopie by the 
corruption of the hum. urs or indi- 
gellion. ‘Their conflituti ns are 
phl ginatic ; but the pituttous eva- 
cuations from theiv heads are very 
feanty, and they feldom fpit. They 
become grey-hcaded sad b.Id cure 
lier than the Spaniards, and al- 
theugh mo't of them die of acute 
diftaies, it is not very uncommon 
among them to attain the age of a 
hundred. 

‘* They are now, and have ever 


been, very moderate in cating, bor 
their Foe tor ttrong liquors jg 
carried to the greatcit excels, For. 
merly.they were kept within bounds 
by thé feverity ot the lows; but 
now that thefe liquors are grown fo 


common, and drunkenneis js 


uns 
ream. one half of the people 
eem to have loft their fenfis; and 


this, together with the poor man. 
ner in which they live, expofed to 
all the baneful impreifions of dt 
eafe, and deftitute of the means of 
correcting therm, is undoubtedly the 
principal cauie of the havoc which 
is ma.'¢ among them by the epide- 
mical diforders. 

‘¢ Their minds are at bottom ig 
every refpect like thofe of the other 
children of Adam, and endued with 
the fame powers; nor did the Eu 
ropeans ever do lefs credit t» theig 
Qun reafqn than when they doubt. 
ed of the rationality of the Ame 
ricans. The flate of civilization 
among the Mesicans, when they 
were firit known to the Spaniards, 
which was much fuperior to that 
of the Spaniards themfelves, when 
they were firft known to the Phas 
nicians, that of the Gauls when 
firft known to the Greeks, or that 
of the Germans and Brit.ns whea 
firft known te the Romans, fliould 
of itfelf have been fulfy fufficient 
to correét fuch an error of man’s 
mind, it it had not been the inte 
reft of the inhuwan avarice of fome 
ruffians to encoursge it, Their 

‘ y 
underftandings are fitied for every 
hind of fiience, as experience has 
actually fhewn, Of the Mexicans 
who have had an opportunity of 
engaging in the puriuits of learns 
ing, which is but a fmall number, 
as the greatelt part of the people 
are always employed in the public 
or private works, we have known 
fome good mathematicians, excel- 


lent architeéts, and learned divines. 
| » Many 
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«“ Many perfons allow the Mex- 


to a great talent of 
don, but deny them the praife 
efinvention ; a vulgarerror, which 
is contradicted by the ancient hif- 

that te 
eit cede are affected b 
the fame variery of patlions wit 
thofe of other nations, but not to 
an equal degree. The Mexicans 
feldom exhibit thofe tran{ports of 
anger, or thofe frenzies of love 
which are fo common in other 
countries. , 

“ They are flow in their mo- 
tions, and fhew a wonderful teng- 
city and fteadinefs in thofe works 
which require time and long conti- 
pued attention. They are mott 
patient of injury and hardthip ; 
aid where they iufpect no evil in- 
tention, are molt grateful for any 
kindnefs fhewn; but fome Spa- 
niards, who cannot diltinguifh pa- 
tience from infenfibiliry, nor dif- 
tru from ingratitude, fay praver- 
bially, that the Indians are alike 
infentib!e to injuries and to benefits. 
That habitual difirutt which they 
entertain of all who are not of their 
own nation, prompts them often to 
lieand betray ; fo that good faith 
certainly has not been fo much ref- 

ted among them as it deferves. 

“They are by nature taciturn, 
ferious, and autlere, ynd fhew more 
anxiety to punifh crimes than to 
reward virtues, 

“ Generolity and perfect difinte- 
reflednefs ave the principal features 
of their character. Gold with the 
Mexicans has not that value which 
enjoys elfewhere. ‘I hey feem to 
give without reluctance what has 
cot them the urmoft labour to ac- 
quire. The neglect of felfith inte- 


Tells, together with the diflike which - 


they bear to their rulers, and con- 
fequently their averfien to the tafks 
poled by them, feem to have 
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been the only grounds of that much 
exaggerated indolence with which 
the Americans have been charged : 
and after all, there is no fer of peo- 
ple in thar country who labour 
more, nor whofe labours are more 
ufeful or more neceflary. 

** The refpett paid by children 
to their parents, atid by the young 
to the old, among thofe people 
feem to be feclings that are bor 
with them. Parents are very fon 
of their children ; but the aifection 
which hufbands bear to their wives, 
is certainly lefs than that borne 
by the wives to their hufbands ; 
and it is very cammon for the mén 
to love their neighbours wives bet- 
ter than their own. | 

‘‘ Courage and cowardice feem 
alternately fo to affect their wniods, 
that it is often difficult to determine 
whether the ove or the other pre- 
dominates. They meet dangers 
with intrepidity when they pro- 
ceed from natural caufes, but they 
are calily terrified by the ftern look 
of 3 Spaniard. That ttupid indif- 
ference about death and eternity, 
which many authors have thought 
inherent in the character of ever 
American, is peculiar to only thole 
who are yet fo rude and uninformed 
as to have noidea of a future ftate. 

“Their fingular attachment to 
the external ceremonies of religion 
is very apt to degenerate into fue 
perilition, as happens with the ig- 
norant of all nations of the world ; 
but their pronenefs to idolatry is 
nathing more than achimera forme 
ed in the abfurd imaginations of 
mifinformed perfons. ‘The in- 
flances of a few mountaineers are 
not fufficient to jutlify a general afs 
pertion upon the whole people. 

“ To conclude, the character of 
the Mexicans, likg that of every 
other nation, is a mixture of g 
and bad ; but the bad is eafy to be 


cure 
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correéted by a proper education, as 
has been requently de nontt: ated 
by experience, It would be diffi- 
cult to find, any where, a youth 
more docile than the prefent, or a 
body of people more ready than 
their anceltors were to receive the 
lights of religion, 

©] mufl add, thar the moden 
Mexicans are not in all refpects 
fimilar tothe ancient; as the Greeks 
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of thefe days have little ref 
to thofe who lived in oo 


Plato and of Pericles, The ancient 
Mexicans fhewed mo 


le wé re fire, and 
were more fentible to the impref. 
hons of honour, They were more 


intrepid, more nimble, 
more induttrious ; 
at the fame time, 
and cruel.” 


nore active, 
but they were, 
ore Luperilitions 
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CUSTOMS and MANNERS of the BEDOUIN ARABS, 


[Extracted from the Firft Volume of Votney’s Travels throu 
ané Egypt.) 


66 WN general, when fpeaking of 

] the Arabs, we fhould diftin- 
guifh whether they are cultivators, 
or pattors; for this difference in 
their mode of life occafions fo great 
a one in their manners and genius, 
that they become almoft foreign 
nations, with refpect to each other. 
In the tormer edhe, leading a feden- 
tary life, atrached to the fame foil, 
and fubject to regular governments, 
the focia! ftate in which they live, 
very nearly refembles our own. 
Such are the inh&bitants of the 
Yemen; and fuch, alfo, are the 
defcendants of thofe ancient con- 
qjuerors, who have cither entirely, 
or in part, given inhabitants to Sy- 
siay Egypt, and the Barbary flates. 
In the fecond inftance, having only 
a rranfient intereft in the foil, per- 
petually removing their tents from 
one place to another, and under 
fubjection to no lows, their mode of 
exittence is neither that of polifhed 
nations, nor of favages; and, 
therefore, more particularly merits 
our attention, Such are thé Be- 
douins, or inhabitants of the vat 


gh Syria 


deferts which extend from the con 
fines of Pertia, to Morocco. Though 
divided into independent comme 
nities, or tribes, not unfrequently 
hotlile to each other, they may fil 
be contidered as forming one na- 
tion. The refemblance of their 
language 1s a manifeft token of this 
relationfhip. The only difference 
that exifts between them is, that 
the African tribes are of a lefs an- 
cient origin, being pofterior to the 
conqueit of thefe countries by the 
Calits, or fucceffors of Mahomet; 
while the tribes of the defert of 
Arabia, properly fo called, have 
defeended by an uninterrupted fue 
ceffion from the remoteft ages ; and 
it is of thefe I mean more elpeci- 
ally to treat, as being more imme- 
diately connedcied with my fubject. 
To thefe the orientals are accul 
tomed to appropriate the name o! 
Arabs, as being the moft ancient, 
and the pureft race. The term 


Bedaoui is added as a fynommous 
expreffion, fignifying, as I have 
obferved, inhabitant of the Delert; 
and this term has the greater pro 

2 prety, 
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priety, 8 the word Arab, in the 
socient language of thefe countries, 
fignifies a folitude or defert. 

ft is not without reafon that 
the inhabitants of the Defert boatt 
of being the pureit and the bett 

ferved race of all the Arab 
tribes: for never have they been 
conquered, nor have they mixed 
with any other people, by making 
conqueiis ; for thofe by which the 

neral name of Arabs has been 
rendered famous, really belong only 
to the tribes of the Hedjaz, and 
the Yemen; thofe who dwe-r in 
the interior of the country, never 
emigrated at the time of the revo- 
lution effected by Mahomet ; or if 
they did take any part in it, it was 
confined to a few individuals, de- 
tached by motives of ambition. 
Thus we find the prophet, in his 
Koran, continually fliling the A- 
rabs of the Defert rebels, and infi- 
dels; nor has fo great a levgth of 
time produced any very confider- 
able change, We may affert they 
have, im every refpect, retained 
their primitive independence and 
fimplicity. Every thing that anci- 
ent hiitory has related of their cuf- 
toms, manners, language, and even 
their prejudices, is almott minutely 
true ot them to this day ; and if 
we conlider, befides, that this unity 
of character, preierved through 
fuch a number of aves, ftill fub- 
hits, even in the moft diftant fitua- 
tions, that is, that the tribes mott 
remove trom each other preferve 
an exact refemblance, it muft be 
allowed, that the circumftances 
which accompany fo peculiar a 
moral ftate, are a fubiect of mott 
curious enquiry. ; 
_ “In Europe, and efpecially in 
ts more civilized and improved 
countries, where we have no ex- 
amples. of wandering people, we 
faa icarcely conceive what can ine 
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duce men to adopt a mode of life 
fo repugnant to our ideas. We 
even conceive with difficulty what 
a defert is, or how it is poflible for 
a country to have inhabitants,. if ie 
be barren; or why it is not better 
peopled, if it be fufceptible of cul- 
tivation, I have been perplexed, 
smytelf, with thefe difficulties, as 
well as others; for which reafon, 
1 thall dwell more circumftantially 
on the facts which will furnifh us 
with their explanation. 

‘¢'The wandering and paftoral 
life led by feveral Afiatic nations, 
arifes from two caufes. The firft 
is, the nature of the foil, which, 
being improper for cultivation, 
compels men to have recourfe to 
animals, which content ‘hemfcives 
with the wild he: bage of the earch, 
Where this herbage is but thin, a 
fingle animal wiil foon confume 
the produce of a great exienc of 
ground, and it will be neceffary to 
run over lurge tracts of land. Such 
is the cafe of the Arabs in the dee 
fert of Arabia, p operly fo called, 
and in that of Atrica. 

‘“¢ The fecond caufe mutt be at- 
tributed to habit, fince the foil is 
cultivable, and even fertile, in 
many places; fuch as the frontiers 
ot Svria, the Diarbekir, Natohia, 
and the greatefi part of che ditiricts 
frequented by the Curds and Turks 
men. But it appears to me that 
thefe habits are only the effect of 
the political flate of the country, 
fo that the primary caufe of them 
mutt be referred to the government 
itfelf. ‘This opinion is tupported 
by daily facts; for as often as the 
different hordes and wandering tribes 
find peace and fecurity, and a pol: 
fibility of procuring fufhicient pro. 
vilicns, in any diltrict, they take 
up their refidence in if, and adopt, 
infenfibly, a fettled lite, and the 
arts of cultivation, But whea, . 

the 
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the contrary, the tyranny of the go- 
werument drives the inhabitants of a 
village to extremity, the peafants de- 
fert their houtes, wyhdraw with their 
families into the mountains orwander 
in the plains, taking care frequently 
to change their place of habnation, 
#0 avoid being furprifed. Jt often 
happens even that Individuals, turn- 
ed robbers, iu order io withdraw 
themie!ves from the laws, or from 
tyranny, unite and form litte 
can Psy which maintain themfelves 
*y urms, and, incieating, become 
new hordes, and new tribes. We 
may pronounce, thercfore, that in 
cultivable countries, the wandering 
fife originates in the injullice or 
want 0 eee of the government ; 
and that the fedentary and cultivat- 
ing flate is that to w hich mankind 
is moft naturally inclined, 

“ With refpeét to the Arabs, 
they feem wae condemned to 
a wandering lite, by the very na- 
eure of their deferts. ‘To paint to 
himfelf thefe deferts, the reader 
mutt imagine a fky almoft perpetu- 
ally inflamed, and without clouds, 
jmnvenfe and boundlets plains, with- 
out houfes, trees, rivulets, or hills, 
whore the eye trequently mects no- 
thing but an extentive and uniform 
horizon, like the fea, though in 
foe places the ground is uneven 
and ftoney. Almott invariably aaked 
on every fide, the earth prefents 
nothing bbe a tew wild plants, 
thinly feateered, and thickets, 
whofe folitude is rarely ditiurbed 
bur by anrelopes, hares, locufts, 
and rats. Such is the nature of 
pearly the whole country, which 
extends fix hundred leagues in 
keneth, and three hundred in 
breadth, and ilretches from Aleppo 
to the Arabian fea, and from E- 
gypt to the Perfian gulph. 

* Ie mutt not, however, be ima- 
gined that the foil ia fo great an 
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extent is every where the 
it varies conhderably in dig, 
egen On the frontiers of g.. 
or example, the earth js in 
ral fat and cultivable, nay ~— 
fruitful. Ie is the fame alfo bt” 
the 
bunks of the kuphrates . but ; 
the internal parts of the ‘comin 
aud cowards the fouth, it become, 
white and chalky, as in the ail 
lel of Dantafcus ; YOCKY, asin the 
Tih, and the Hedjaz; and a pure 
fand, as to the cattward of the 
Yemen. ‘This varicty in the qua- 
litics of the foil is productive of 
fome minute differences in the con. 
dition of the Bedouins. For jp, 
flance, in the more iterile coug, 
tries, that is thofe which produce 
but few plants, the tribes are fee. 
bie, and very dillant; which js 
the cafg in the defert of Suez, that 
of the Red Sea, and the interior of 
the Great Defeyt, called the Najd, 
When the foil is more fruitful, as 
between Damafeus and the Eu 
phrates, the tribes are more nu- 
merous, and lefs remote from each 
other; and, laftly, in the cultivar 
ble diftricts, fuch as the pachalics 
of Aleppo, the Hauran, and the 
neighbourhood of Gaza, the cam 
are frequent and contiguous. Ia 
the former inttances, the Bedgouing 
are purely pattors, and fubtitt only 
on the produce of their herds, and 
on a few dates, and flefli meat, 
which they eat, emher frfh, or 
dried in the fun, and seduced toa 
powder. In the latier, they fow 
fame land, and add cheefe, barley, 
and even rice, ta their fieth and 
milk meats. 

‘¢ Such is the fituation in which 
nature has placed the Bedouins, to 
make of them a race of men equal 
ly fingular in their phy{cal aod 
moral character. ‘This tungulanity 
is fo iiriking, that even their neigh 


bours, thg Syrians, regard ~ 
a 
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extraordinary beings ; efpecially 
sols tribes Which - hee in the 
hs of the deferts, fuch as the 
Anata, Kaibar, ‘Tai, and others, 
which never approach the towns, 
When, in the time of Shaik Daher, 
fome of their horiemen came as far 
as Acre; they excited the faine cu- 
riofity there, as a vilic from the 
favages of America would among 
ys. Every body viewed with fur- 
ize thefe men, Who were more di- 
minutive, meagre, and fwarthy, than 
any of the known Bedouins. Their 
withered legs were only compofed 
of tendons, and had no calves, 
Their bellics feem to cling to their 
hacks, and their hair was frizzled 
almoit as much as that of the ne- 
grocs. ‘They, on the other hand, 
were no iets aitonifhed at every 
thing they faw ; they could neither 
conceive oo. the houfes and mina- 
rets could ftand erect, nor how 
men ventured to dwell beneath 
them, and always in the fame {pot ; 
bur, above all, they were in an 
ecilafy on beholding the fea, nor 
could they comprehend what that 
defert of water could be. ‘They 
were told of mofques, prayers, and 
ablutions; but they afked what 
thofe meant, and enquired who 
Mofes, Jefus Chrift, and Mahomer, 
were; and why, fince the inhabi- 
tants were not of feparate tribes, 
they followed different leaders ? 
“We may imagine, that the 
Arabs of the froniiers aie not fuch 
hovices; there are even feveral 
{mall ‘tribes of them, who, living 
in the midft of the country, as in 
the valley of Bekaa, that of the 
Jordan, and in Paleiline, approach 
hearer to the condition of the pea- 
fants; but thefe are defpifed by the 
ethers, who look upon them as baf- 
ne and rayas, or flaves of 
© lurks. 
“In general, the Beduuins are 
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final!, meagre, and tawny; more 
fo, however, in the heart of the 
defert, than on the frontiers of the 
cultivated country ; but they are 
always of a darker hue than the 
neighbouring peafants. They allo 
differ among themfelved ia the fame 
camp; and | have remarked, that 
the Shaiks, that is, the rich, and 
their attendants, were always taller, 
and more corpulent, than the cont- 
mon clafss J have feen fome of 
them ubove five fect five and fix 
inches high; though, in general, 
thev, do not exceed five feet two 
inches. ‘This difference can only 
be attribured to their food, with 
which the former are fupplied more 
abundantly than the latter. Ie 
may, likewife, be affirmed, that 
the lower-clafs of Bedeuins live in 
a ftare of habitual wretchednets and 
tamine. It will appear almott in- 
credible to us, but it is an undowhe- 
ed fact, that the quantity of food 
ufually confumed by the greatett 
part of them, does not exceed fix 
ounces a day. This abftinence,is 
moti remarkable among the tribes 
of the Nujd, and the Hedjaz. Six 
or feven dates foaked in melted but- 
ter, a little fweee milk, or curds, 
ferve a mana whole day; and he 
eficems himfelf happy, when he 
can add a {mall quantity of coarfe 


flour, or a little ball of rice. Meat 


is referved for the greate(t tetlivals ; 
and they never kill a kid but for 
a marriage or a funeral. A few 
wealthy and generous Shaiks alone 
can hill young camels, and cat 
baked rice with their victuals. In 

times of dearth, the vulgar, alw 
half famifhed, do not vifdain the 
moft wretched kinds of food; and 
eat locufts, ras, lizards, and fer- 
nts broiled on briars. Hence are 
they fuch plunderers of the culti- 
vated lands, and robbers on the 
high-roads: hence, alfo, their deli- 
gate 








of climate. 
which they live, unquettionably 
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cate conftitution, and their diminu- 
tive and meagre bodies, which are 
vather active than vigorous. It 
may be worth while to remark, that 
their evacuations of every kind, 
even perfpiration, are extremely 
{mall ; their blood is fo deiticute of 
ferolity, that nothing but the great- 
eft heat can preferve its fluidity. 
This, however, does not prevent 
them from being tolerably healthy, 
in other refpects, for maladies are 
lefs frequent among them than a- 


mong the inhabitants of the culti- 


vated country. 


«From thefe facis, we are by 


no means juftified in concluding, 
that the frugality of the Arabs ‘is 


a virtue purely of choice, or even 
‘The extreme heat in 


facilitates their abitinence, by de- 


ftroying that activity which cold 


ives to the ftomach. Their be- 


ing habituated alfo to fo fparing a 
diet, b 
of the ttomach, becomes doubtlefs 
a means of their fupporting fuch 


hindering the dilatation 


abitemioufnefs ; but the chief and 
primary motive of this habit, is 


with them, as with the re(ft of man- 
kind, the neceffity of the circum- 


fiances in which they are placed, 


whether from the nature of the 
foil, as I have before explained, or 


that ftate of focicty in which they 
live, and which I fliall now pro- 


ceed to examine. , 


©] have already faid, that the 


Bedouin Arabs are divided into 
tribes, which conttitute fo many 
diftin&t nations. 


Each of thete 
tribes appropriates to itfelf a tract 


of land torming its domain; in 
this they do not differ from culti- 


vating .nations, except that their 


‘tervitory requires a wreater extent, 


in order to furnith fubliftence for 
theie -hetds ‘throughout the year, 
Eactrof thele trilts is collected in 


+ “ow 





CUSTOMS and MANNERS of the ARARS, 


one or more camps, which are dif. 
perfed through the country, and 
which make a fucceffive progrefy 
over the whole, in Proportion ay jt 
is exhaulled by the cattle: } 
it is, that within a great nul a 
fe cnt a 
few {pots only are inhabited, which 
vary from one day to anothers hyp 
as the entire {pace is neceflary fo; 
the annual fubfiftence of the tribe 
whoever encroaches on it is deemed 
a violator of property ; this is with 
them the law of nations. If, there. 
fore, a tribe, or any ot its fubjeds, 
enter upon a foreign territory, they 
are treated as enemies, and robbers, 
and a war breaks out. Now, a 
all the tribes have affinities wich 
each other by alliances of blood, 
or conventions, leagues are formed, 
which render thefe wars more or 
lefs general. The manner of pro- 
ceeding on fuch occatlions, is very 
fimple. The offence made known, 
they mount their horfes, and feek 
the enemy ; when they meet, they 
enter into a parley, and the mater 
is frequently made up; if not, thes 
attack cither in {mall bodies, or 
man to man. They encounter 
each other at tull fpeed, with fixed 
lances, which they fometimes dart, 
notwithitanding their length, at the 
flying enemy ; the victory is rarely 
contefted ; it is decided by the firt 
fhock, and the vanquifhed take t 
flight full gallop over the naked 
p'ain of the defert. Night gene- 
rally favours their efcape from the 
conqueror. The tribe which has 
loft the battle ftrikes its tents, re- 
moves to a diftance by forced 
marches, and feeks an afylum ® 
mong its allies. ‘The enemy, fati'- 
fied with their fuccefs, drive ther 
herds farther on, and the yo 
foon after return to their 
fituation. But the flaughter made 
in thefe engagements frequent 
fows the feeds of hatreds wh 
perpe 
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gate thefe diffenfions. The 
interett of the common fafety has, 
for ages. eftablifhed a law among 
them, which decrees that the blood of 
every man Who 18 flain mutt be 
avenged by that of his murderer. 
This vengeance is called far, or re- 
uliation ; and the right of exacting 
i devolves on the nearett of kin to 
the decafed. So nice are the Arabs 
on this point of honour, that if any 
one neglects to feck his retaliation, 
he is difgraced for ever. He, there- 
fore, watches every Opportunity of 
revenge: if his enemy perifhes 
from any other caufe, {till he is 
pot ftised, and his vengeance 1s 
directed againft the neareft relation. 
Thele animotities are tranf{mitted, 
gs an inheritance, from father to 
children, and never ceafe but by 
the extinction of one of the fami- 
lies, unlefs they agree to facrificc 
the criminal, or purchale the blood 
fora ftated price, in money or in 
flocks. Without this fatistaction, 
there is neither peace, ner truce, 
nor alliances between them, nor 
fometimes, even between whole 
tribes: ** There is blood between 
us,” fay they, on every occafion ; 
and this expreffion is an infurmouunt- 
able barricr. Such accidents be- 
ing neceflarily numerous in a long 
courfe of time, the greater part of 
the tribes have ancient quarreis, and 
live in an habitual ftate of war; 
which, added to their way of life, 
renders the Bedouins a military 
people, though they have made no 
great progrefs in war as an art. 
_“ Their camps are formed in a 
kind of irregular circle, compofed 
of a fingle row of tents, with 
greater or lefs intervals. The‘e 


tents, made of goat or camels hair, 
are black or brown, in which they 
cifer from thofe of the Turkmen, 
Which are white. They are firetche 

on three or four pickets, only 
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five or fix feet high, which gives 
them a very flat appearance; at a 
diftance, one of thefe camps feems 
only like a number of black {pots ; 
but the piercing eye of the Bedouia 
is not to be deceived. Each tent, 
inhabited by a family, is divided, 
by a curtain, into two apartments, 
one of which is appropriated to the 
women. ‘The empty fpace within 
the large cirele ferves to fold their 
cattle every evening. They never 
have any intrenchments ; their only 
advanced guards and patroles are 
dogs; their horfes remain faddled, 
and ready to mount on the firt 
alarm; but, as there js nei.her or- 
der nor regularity, thefe camps, 
always ealy to furprife, afford no 
defence in cafe of an attack: acci- 
dents, thercfore, very frequently 
happen, and cattle are carried off 
every day; a fpecies of maraud- 
ing war in which the Arabs are 
very experienced, 

‘¢ The tribes which live in the 
vicinity of the Turks, are ftill more 
accullomed to attacks and alarms; 
for thefe ftrangers, arrogating to 
themfelves, in right of conqueit, 
the property of the whole country, 
treat the Arabs as rebel vaffals, or 
as turbulent and dangerous enemies. 
On this priaciple, they never ceafe 
tu wage fecret or open war againf 
them. The Pachas ftudy every 
occafion to harrafs them. Some- 
times they conteft with them a ter- 
ritory Which they had let them, and 
at others demand a tribute which 
they never agreed to pay. Should 
a family of Shaixs be divided by 
intereft or ambition, they alternately 
fuccour each party, and conclude 
by the deftruction of both. Free 
quently too they poifon or affafinare 
thofe chiefs whofe courage or abilt- 
ties they dread, though they fhould 
even be their allies. The Arabs, 
on their fide, regarding the Turks 
as 
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as ufurpers and treacherous enemies, 
watch every opportunity to do them 
injury. nfortunately, their ven- 
weance falls oftener on the innocent 
than the guilty. The harmlefs 

afant Biserally fuffers for the of- 

“cs of the foldicr, On the 
flighteft alarm, the Arabs cut their 
harveils, carry off their flochs, and 
intercept their communication and 
commerce. The peafant calls them 
ehicves, and with reafon; but the 
Bedouins claim the right of war, 
and perhaps they alfo are not in the 
wrong. However this may be; 
thefe depredations occafion a mif- 
underflanding between the Bedouins 
and the inhabitants of the cultivat- 
ed country, which renders them 
mutual enemies. 

‘Such is the external fituation 
of the Arabs. It is fubject to great 
viciilitudes, according to the good 
or bad conduct of their chiefs. 
Sometiines a feeble tribe raifes and 
negrandizes itfelf, whiltt another, 
which was powerful, falls into ¢e¢- 
cay, or perhaps is entirely annihi- 
lated ; not that all its members pe- 
rifh, but they incorporate them- 
felves with fome other ;gand this 
is the confequence of the internal 
conttiution of the tribes. Each 
tribe js compofed of one or more 
principal tamilies, the members of 
which bear the title of Shaiks, i.e. 
chiefs or lords. ‘Thefe families 
have a great refemblance to the pa- 
tricians of Rome, and the nobles 
of modern Europe. One of the 
Shaiks has the fupreme command 
over the others. He is the general 
of their little army, and fometimes 
aflumes the title of Emir, which 
fignifies Commander and Prince. 
The more relations, children, and 
allies he has, the greater is his 
ftrength and power. To thcefe he 
adds particular adherents, whom 


he ftudioufly attaches to him, by 


fupplying all their wants. 

fic es this, a number of taal ate 
lies, who, not being ftrone enoy : 
to live independent, fland in oa 
of protection and alliances, ran 
themfelves under the banners of 
this chief. Such an union is culled 
kabila, or tribe. Thete tribes are 
diftinguifhed from each other } 
the name of their refpective chiefs, 
or by that of the ruling family ; 
and when they {peak of any of the 
individuals who compofe them, they 
call them the children of fuch a 
chief, though they may not be al} 
really of his blood, and he himéelf 
may have been long fince dead, 
Thus they fay, Beni Temix, Oulad 
Tai, the children of Temin and of 
Tai. This mode of expreifion ig 
even applied, by metaphor, to the 
hairies of countries: the ufval 
phrafe for denoting its inhabitants, 
being to call them the children of 
fuch a place. This the Arabs fay, 
Oulad Maf’, the Egyptians ; Oulad 
Sham, the Syrians: they would 
alfo fay, Oulad Fran/a, the French; 
Oulad Mofkon, the Kuflians, a re 
mark which is mot urtunportant te 
ancient hiltory. 

*¢ The government of this fociety 
is at once republican, aritlocratical, 
and even defporic, without exact! 
cofrefponding with any ot thefe 
forms. It is republican, inafmuch 
as the people have a great influence 
in all athirs, and as nothing can 
can_ be tranfacted without the con- 
feut of a majority. It is arifto- 
cratical, becaufe the families of the 
Shaiks poffefs fome of the prero- 
gatives which evefy where accom: 
pany power ; and, laftly, it ts def 

tic, becaufe the principal Shaik 
aa an indefinite and almoft able 
lute authority, which, when he 
happens to be a man of credit and 
adcaabi, he may even abufe ; but 


the ftate of thefe tribes confines 
4 eves 
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abufe to very narrow li- 
if a chief fhould com- 
an act of injuitice, if, for ex~ 
- % he houla kill an Arab, it 
would be almott impoffible for him 
to efcape punifhment ; the refent- 
ment of the offended party would 
no refpect to his dignity; the 
py of retaliation would be put in 
force; and, fhould he not pay the 
Hood, he would be infallibly affaf- 
fnated, which, from the fimpJe and 
vate life the Shaiks lead in their 
ca would be no difficult thing 
toefkeet. If he harraffes his fub- 
by feverity, they abandon 
ead and go over to another tribe. 
His own relations take advantage 
of his mifconduét to depofe him, 
and advance themfelves to his fta- 
tion. He can have no refource in 
forcign troops ; his fubjects eom- 
municate too ealily with each other 
to render it poffible for him to di- 
vide their intereits, and form a fac- 
tion in his favour. Befides, how 
is he to pay them, fince he receives 
no kind of taxes from the tribe; 
the wealth of the greater part of 
his fabjects being limited to abfo- 
lute neceffaries, and his own con- 
fined to very moderate poffeifions, 
and Hot too loaded with great ex- 
pences | 
“The principal Shaik in every 
tribe, in fact, defrays the charges 
o all who arrive at or leave the 
camp. He receives the vilits of the 
allies, and of every perfon who has 
bufinefs with them. Adjoining to 
his tent isa large pavilion for the 
reception of all itrangers and paf- 
fengers, There are held frequent 
aflemblies of the Shaiks and prin- 
Cipal men, to determine on encamp- 
ments and removals ; on peace and 
War; on the differences with the 
wkith roverners and the villages ; 
ad the litigations and quarrels of 


— To this ctowd, which 
i°/e 


even this 
mits; for, 
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enters fucceflively,’ he muft give 
coffee, bread baked of the athes, 
rice, and fometimes roafted kid or 
camel ; in a word, he mutt keep 
open table ; and it is the more im 
portant to him to be generous, as 
this generofity is clofely connected 
with matters of the greateft confe+ 
quence. On the exercife of this 
depend his credit and his power. 
The famithed Arab ranks the libe- 
rality which feeds him before every 
virtue, nor is this prejudice with- 
out foundation ; for experience has 
proved that covetous chiefs never 
were men of enlarged views : hence 
the proverb, as juft as it is brief, 
‘© A clofe filt, a narrow heart.” To 
provide for thefe expences, the 
Shaik has nothing but his herds, a 
few fpots of cultivated ground, the 
profits of his plunder, and the tri- 
bute he levies on the high roads, 
the total of which is very inconti- 
derable. The Shaik, with whom I 
refided in the country of Gaza, 
abour the end of 1784, pafled tor 
one of the moft powertul of thofe 
diflricts ; yet it did not appear to 
me that his expenditure er 
than that of an opulent farmer, 
His perfonal effects, confifting ina 
few peliffes, carpets, arms, horfes, 
and camels, could not be eftimated 


‘at more than fifty thoufand livres (a 


little above two thoufand pounds) ; 
and it mutt be obferved that in this 
calculation, . four mares of the 
breed of racers, are valued at ix 
thoufand livres (two hundred and 
fifty pounds), and tach camel at 
ten pounds fterling. We muft not, 
therefore, when we fpeak of the 
Bedouins, affix to the words Prince 
and Lord, the ideas they ulually 
convey; we fhould ‘come nearer 
the truth ‘by comparing them to 
fubfantial farmers, in mountamous 
countries, whofe fimplicity they 
refembie in their drefs, as well as 
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in thelr domeltic life and manners. 
A Shaik, who has the command of 
five hundred horfe, does not difdain 
eo faddle and bridle his own, nor 
to give him barley and ome 
firaw. In his tent, his wife makes 
the coffee, kneads the dough, and 
fuperintends the dretling of the vic- 
tuals. His daughters and kinfwo- 
men wath the linen, and go with 
pitchers on their head, and veils 
over their faces, to draw water 
from the fountain, Thefe manners 
agree precifely with the defcriptions 
in Homer, and the hittory of Ab:a- 
ham, in Genefis. But it muft be 
owned that it is difficult to form a 
yuft idea of them without having 
ourfelves been cye-witnefles. 

‘*' The fimplicity, or, perhaps, 
more properly, the poverty, of the 
lower clafs of the Bedouins, is pro- 

rtronate to that of thei chiefs. 
All the wealth of a family conlifts 
of moveables, of which the follow- 
ing is a pretty exact inventory. A 
few male and female camels, fome 
goats and poultry ; a mare, and 
her bridle and fadalle ; a tent, a 
lance fixteen feet long, a crooked 
fabre, a rufty motket, with a dint, 
or matchlock ; a pipe, a portable 
mill, a pot for cooking, a leathern 
bucket, a fmall coffee roafter, a mat, 
fome clothes, a mantle of black 
wool, and a few glafs or filver 
rings, which the women wear upon 
their legs and arms. If none of 
thefe are wanting, their furniture 
is complete, But what the poor 
man flands moft in need of, and 
what he takes moft pleafure in, is 
his mare; for this animal is his 
principal fupport. 
the Bedouin makes his excutfions a- 
_— hoftile tribes, or feeks plun- 

er in the country, and on the high- 


ways. The mare is preferred to 


the horfe, becaufe fhe does not 
neigh, is more docile, and yields 


With his mare. 


milk, which, on occafion, fatishes 

the thirft, and even 

her matter. ~ hunger $ 
** Thus confined to the mot a 

folute neceffities of life, the Arabs 

have as little induttry as their wants 

are few; all their arts confit ia 


‘weaving their clumfy tents, and js 


making mats, and butter, Ther 
whole commerce only extends to 
the exchanging camels, kids, flal- 
lions, and milk, for arms, cloth 
ing, a little rice or corn, and mo. 
ney, which they bury. They are 
totally ignorant of all feience ; and 
have not even any idea of aftrono. 
my, geometry, or medicine, They 
have not a fingle book ; and nothi 

is fo uncommon among the Shaiks, 
as to know how to read. All their 
literature confifts in reciting tales 
and hiftories, in the manner of the 
Arabian Nights Entertainments, 
They have a peculiar paffion for 
fuch ftories; and employ in them 
almoft all their leifure, of which 
they have a great deal. In the 
evening, they feat themfelves on 
the ground, at the threfhold of their 
tents, or under cover, if it be cok, 
and there, ranged in a circle round 
a little fire of dung, their pipes ia 
their mouths, and their legs crofl- 
ed, they fit a while in filent. med- 
tation, till, on a fudden, one ot 
them breaks forth with * Once up- 
on a time’ —and continues to recite 
the adventures of fome young 
Shaik and female Bedouin: he 
relates in what manner the youth 
firft got a fecret plimple of his 
miftrefs ; and how he became del 
perately enamoured of her; be 
minutely defcribes the lovely fair, 
boafts her black eyes, as large and 
foft as thofe of the gazelle; her 
languid and empaffioned looks, het 
arched eye-brows, refembling two 
bows of ebony ; her wait itreight, 


and fupple asa lance ; he ae 
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not her fteps, light as thofe of the 
filiey, nor her eye-lathes, 
ckened with koh, nor her lips 

‘ated blue, nor her nails tinged 
with the golden coloured henna, nor 
her breafls, refembling two porne- 
ates, nor her words, {weet as 
oy. He recounts yPigpen er 

the young lover, *‘ fo wattle 
vith hedre ae paffion, that his 
body no longer yields any fhadow,”” 
Atlength, atter detailing his vari- 
ous attempts to fee his miftre(s, the 
obftacles of the parents, the inva- 
fons of the eneiny, the captivity 
of the two lovers, &c. he termin- 
ates to the fatistaction of the audi- 
ence, by reftoring them, united 
and happy, to the paternal tent, 
and by receiving the tribute paid 
to his eloquence, in the Ma cha 
allah he has merited. The Be- 
douins have likewife their love- 
fongs, which have more fentiment 
and nature in them than thofe of 
the Turks, and inhabicants of the 
towns; doubrlef., becaufe the for- 
mer, whofe manners are chafie, 
know what love is; while the lat- 
ter, abandoned to debauchery, are 
acquainted only with enjoyment. 

* Among themfelves they are 
remarkable. for a good faith, a dif- 
intereitednefs, .a generofiiy which 
would do honour to the mott civie 
lized people... What is there miore 
noble than that aight of afylum fo 
telpected among all the tribes? A 

ger, may, e€ven an enemy, 
touches the tent. of the [edouin, 
and, from that inianr, his perion 
becomes inviolable. It would be 
teckoned adifgraceful meannefs, an 
indelible Mame, to, fatisfy even a 


jul Vengeance at the expemme of 


hofpitality, it4as thé Bedouin con- 
fepted.to eat becad and falt with 
his gucil, nothing in the world can 
nduce him to betray, him. The 
Power of the Sultan hinifelf would 
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not be able to force a refugee from 
the protection of a tribe, but by 
its total extermination. The Be. 
douin, fo rapacious without his 
camp, has no fooner fet his foot 
within it, than he becomes liberal 
and gencrous. What litcle he pof- 
fefles he is ever ready to divide. 
He has even the delicacy not to 
wait till it is atked ! wheh he takes 
his.repaft, he affects to feat himfelf 
at the door of his tent, in order to 
invite the paffengers ; his genero- 
fity is fo fincere, that he does not 
lock upon it as a metit, but merely 
as a duty: and he, therefore, reae 
dily takes the fame liberty with 
others. ‘To obferve the manner ih 
which the Arabs conduct themfelves 
towards euch other, one would ima- 
gine that they poffeffed all their 
goods in common. WNeverthelefs, 
they are no ftrangers to property ; 
but it has none of that felfithnefs 
which the increafe of the imagiti- 
ary wants of luxury has given it 
among polifhed nations. It may 
be alleged, that they owe this mo- 
deration to the impoffibility of great- 
ly multiplying their enjoyments ; 
but, if it be acknowledged, that 
the virtues of the bulk 6f mankind 
are only to be afcribed to the nie- 


ceflity of circumfahees, the Arabs, 


perhaps, are not for this lefs wor 
thy our efteem. ‘“Fhey are fortu- 
nate, at leatt, that this neceffity 
fhould have eftablifhed among them - 
a itite of things, which has ap- 
peared to the wifett legiflators as 
thé perfection of human policy: I 
mean, a kind of equality in the 
partition of property, apd the va- 
riety of condirions. rived of 
4 multitude of enjoyments, which 
nature has lavithéd tpon other 
countries, they are lefs expofed to 
teinptations which thight corrapt 
atid debafe them. It is more diffi- 
éult for their Shaiks to form a fac- 
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tion to enflave and impoverith the 

of the nation, Each indivi- 
dual, capable of fupplying all his 
wants, is better able to preferve 
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his charaéter, and independence . 


and private poverty bec, 
once the foundation and bolwae 
of public liberty.” 


eee a 


MANNERS and CHARACTER of the INHABITANTS of SYRIA 


[Extracted from the Second Volume of Votney’s Travels through 
Syria and Egypt. ] 


“s Fall the fubjects of obferva- 
_J tion any country affords, the 
moral chara¢ter of its inhabitants is 
unqueflionably the moft import- 
ant; but it mult likewife be ac- 
knowleged, it is at the fame time 
the motl difficult: for it is not fuf- 
ficient to make a barren enquiry 
into facts; the eflential objedt lp to 
invefligate their various caufes and 
relations; to difcover the open or 
fecret, the remote or immediate 
{prings, which produce in men thofe 
habits of aétion we call manners, 
and that uniform difpofition of mind 
we name character. Now, to fuc- 
ceed in fuch an enquiry, it is ne- 
ceflary to communicate with the 
men we wilh to know; we mutt 
lace ourfelves in their fituations, 
in order to feel by what agents they 
are influenced, and the confequences 
which refult; we mult live in their 
country, learn their language, and 
adopt their cuftoms; conditions 
feldom complied with by travellers; 
and which, even when they are, flill 
leave to be furmounted numerous 
difficulties, which arife from the 
nature of the thing itfelf; for we 
have not only to combat the preju- 
dices we may meet in our way, but 
to overcome our own; againt 
which we can never be fufficient] 
on our guard ; habits are mrss 
facts liahle to be miftaken, and er- 
The obferver, then, 
2 


sor caty, 


fliould be circumfpe though 
timid, and the jedéen oblie > 
fee with the eyes of others, 
watch attentively both the reafus. 
ing of his guide, and the dedudion 
he may be inclined to draw him. 
felf, 

© When an’ European arrives in 
Syria, or indeed in’ any part of the 
eaftern world, what appears moi 
extraordinary to him, in the ex. 
terior of the iMmhabitants, is th 
almott toral oppotition of their man- 
ners to our own: it feems as i 


‘fome premeditated defign had de 


termined to produce an infinity of 
the moft ftriking contrafts between 
the people of Afia and thofe of Ku 
rope. We wear fhort and ¢lois 
drefies ; theirs are long and ample. 
We fuffer our hair to grow, and 


* fhave the beard ; they lot the beard 


grow, and fhave the head. With 
us, to uncover the head is a mark 
of refpect; with them, a naked 
head is a fign of folly, We falute 
in an inchned poflure; they op 
right. We pafs our lives crett, 
they are alwoft continually feated. 
They fir and eat upon the ground; 
we upon raifed fears. With ref 
pect to langage, likewife, ther 
mariner of writing is direétly ¢om 
trary to ours, and the greateft part 
of our mafcdline nouns are fem 
nine with them. ‘To the bulk o 
travellers thefe coniratts only 


_. fe. 3 6 oe See 2 eee 


Ve i i hl i i 


= 








-e 





MANNERS and CHARACTER of the SYRIANS. 


pear whimiical ; but it may be ine 
ing to philofophers, to enquire 
jogo the caules of fo great a diver- 
of habits, in men who have the 
(me wants, and in nations which 
appeat to have one common ori- 
Fo Aaother diftinguifhing charac- 
teriflic, no lefs remarkable, is that 
religious exterior obfervable in the 
couatenances, converfation, and gef- 
cures of the inhabitants of ‘Lur- 
key. Inthe fircets, every qne ap- 
with his fring of beads. We 

Ee aothing but emphatical ex- 
camations of Ya Allah! O God! 
Miah akbar! God moft great! Al- 
lsh taala, God molt high! Every 
igftant the car is ftruck with a pro- 
found figh, or noify erudctation 
which follows the pronouncing of 
fume one of the ninety-nine epithets 
of God; fuch as Ya rani! Source 
ofnches! Ya fobhan! O moikto be 
prailed! Ya maflour! O impene- 
wible! Ifa man fells bread in the 
fireets, he docs not cry bread, but 
exclaims Allah Kerim, God is libe- 
mal. If he fells water, he cries, 
Allah djawad, God is generous ; 
and fo of other articles. ‘The ufu- 
al form of fal ation 15, God preferve 
the; and of thanks, God prod 
thee: in a word God is in every 
thiag, and every where, Thele 
men then are very devout, fays 
the reader? Yes, but without be- 
mg the better in confequence of 
this devotion, for 1 have already 
obferved, their zeal is no other than 
a {pirit of jealoufy, und contradic- 
Won arifing from the diverfity of 
religions ; fince in the Chriftiin a 
protetlion of his faith is a bravado, 
an act of independence ; and in the 
hometan, an act of fuperiority 
and power, ‘This devoutneis, there- 
fore, merely the offspring of pride 
aad profound ignorance, 1s no bet- 
¥r than a fanatic fuperitition, and 
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the fource of innumerable difor- 
ders. 

‘* There is fill another charac- 
teriflic in the exterior of the Orien- 
tals, which atcraéts the attention of 
an obferver: 1 mean their grave 
and phlegmatic air in every thing 
they do, or fay. Inttead of thas 
open and cheerful countenance, 
which we either naturally poflefs or 
affume, their behaviour is ferious, 
autiere, and melancholy; they 
rarcly laugh, and the gaiety of the 
French appears to them a fit of de- 
lirium, When they fpeak, it is 
with deliberation, without geftures, 
and without patlion; they lifien 
without interrupting you; they are 
filent for whole days together, and 
by no means pique themfelves on 
fupporting converfation. If they 
walk, itis always leifurely, and on 
bufinefs; they have no idea of our 
troublefome activity, and our walks 
baghwards and forwards for amufe- 
ment. Continually feated, they 
pafs the whole day muling, with 
their legs crofled, their pipes in 
their mouths, and almoft without 
changing their attitude. It fhould 
feem as if motion were a punifh- 
ment to them, and that, like the 
Indians, they regard inaction as ef- 
fevtial to happinets.”’ 

©] have faid that the Orientals, 
in general, have a grave and 
phicgmatic exterior, a itayed and 
almott liltlefs deportment, and a 
ferious, nay, even fad and melan- 
choly countenance. Were the chi- 
mate or the foil the radical caufe 
of this, the effect would be the fame 
in every individual, Buc that is 
not the cafe: under this general 
charaéter, there are a thoufand pe- 
culiar mivute varieties in different 
clafles and individuals, ariing from 
their fituation, relative to the in- 
fluence of government, which dif- 
fers in its effects on thefe cilafles, 
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and thefe individuals. Thus we 
obferve that the peafants fubjeét to 
the Turks are more gloomy than 
thofe of the tributary countries; 
that the inhabitants of the country 
are lefs gay than thofe of the 
towns; and that thofe on the coait 
are more cheeifyl than fuch as 
dwell at a greater diftance from it ; 
that in the fame town, ‘the profef- 
fors of the law are more ferious 
than the military, and thefe again 
more fo than the people. Wemay 
even remark, that, in the great ci- 
ties, the people have much of that 
diffipated and carelefs air they ufu- 
ally have with us; becaufe there, 
as well as here, $nured to fuffering 
from habit, and devoid of reflec- 
tion from ignorance, they enjoy a 
kind of fecurity. Having nothing 
to lofe, they aie in no dread of be- 
ing plundered. The merchant, on 
the contrary, liyes in a ftate of 
perpetual alarm, under the double 
apprehenfion of acquiring no more, 
and lcfing what he poficfles. He 
trembles ‘Jeft he fhould attraét the 
attention of rapacious authority, 
which would confider an air of fa- 
tisfaction as a proof of opulence, 
and the fignal for extortion. The 
fame dread prevails throughout the 
villages, where each peaiant is a- 
fraid of exciting the envy of his 
equals, and the avarice ot the Aga 
and his foldiers. In fuch a coun- 
try, where the fubject is perpetus 
ally watched by a defpoiling Zo- 
vernment, he muit aflume a feri- 
gus countenance for the fame rea- 
fon that he wears ragged clothes, 
and makes a parade of eating cheefe 
andolives, The fame caufe, though 
it has.a lefs influence on the law- 
vers, is not, however, Without its 
efiect on them; but the infolence 
in which they have been educated, 
and the pedantry of their manners, 
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render it unneceflary fo affign any 
other. 

** With refpect to their indo. 
lence, it is not furprifing that the 
inhabitants of the cities and the 
country, fatigued with labour, 
fhould have an inclination to re. 
pofe. But it is remarkable, thar 
when thefe people are once in ace 
tion, they exert themfelves with 
a vivacity and ardour almoft un. 
known in our climates. This is 
more perticularly obfervable in the 
fea ports and commercial towns, 
An European cannot but admire 
with what activity the failors, with 
their naked arms and legs, handle 
the oars, bend the fails, and per. 
form every manceuvre ; with what 
ardour the porters unload a boat, 
and carry the heavieft couffes, 
Always finging, and anfwering by 
couplets to one who directs their 
labour, they perform all their mo- 
tions in cadence, and redouble their 
exertions by making them in time, 
It has been faid, on this fubjedt, 
that the inhabitants of hot coun- 
tries have a natural propentity to 
mufic ; but in what contifts its a- 
nalogy with the climate? Would 
it not be more rational to fay, that 
the hot countries we are acquainted 
with, having made a confiderable 
progrefs in improvement and know- 
lege long before our cold climates, 
the people have retained fome traces 
of the dne arts which were former- 
ly cultivated among them, Our 
merchants frequently reproach this 
people, and efpecially thofe of the 
country, with not labouring {fo of- 
ten, nor fo long, as they are able, 
But why fhould they ‘labour bee 
yond their wants, fincé the fuper- 
fluity of their induftry would pro- 
cure them no additional enjoy- 
ments? In many refpects, a man of 
the lower clafs of people a 
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the favages ; when he has expend- 
ed his ttrength in procuring a fub- 
iftence, he takes his repotc ; it is 
only by rendering that fubfiitence 
lefs ditticule to acquire, and by ex- 
citing him with the temptation of 
prefent enjoyments, that he can 
be induced to exert an uniform ac. 
tivity ; and we have feen, that the 
Turkifh government is of a direct- 
ly contrary tendency, As to the 
fedentary life of the natives, what 
motives has a man to bettir himfelf 
in a country where the police has 
never thought either of laying out 
walks, or encouraging plantations ; 
where there is no fatety without the 
towns, nor pleafure within their 
precincts; where every thing, in 
ihort invives to ftay at home ? Is it 
aftonifhing that fuch political max- 
ims fhould have produced fedentary 
habits ? and muft not thefe habits, 
in their turn, become the cauies of 
inaction ? 

“ The comparifon of our civil 
and domeftic itate, with that of the 
Orientals, will turnith ttl further 
reafons tor that phlegm which con. 
ftitutes their general character. 
One of the chicf fuurces of gaiety 
with us, is the focial intercourfe of 
the table, and the ufe of wine. 
The Orientals are a'moft ttrangers 
to this double enjoyment. Good 
cheer would iuzallably expofe them 
to extortion, agd wine to a corporal 
puniliment, from the zeal ot the 
police in enforcing the precepts ot 
the Koran. Pris with great reluct- 
ance, that the Mahometans tolerate 
the Chritiians in the ufe of a li- 
quor they envy them ; wine, there- 
fore, 1s not habitual or familiar, 
except in the Kefraouan, and the 
country of the Druzes; and their 
repaits there have a cheerfulneis 
which brandy does not procure 
even in the cities of Aleppo and 
Damatfcus. 
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** A fecond fource of gaiety a 
mong us, is the free intercourfe be" 
tween the two fexes, which pre” 
vails more particularly in Frances 
The ettect of which 1s, that even 
without any particular views, the 
men endeavour to obtain the good 
opinion of the women, and ftudy to 
acquire the manners mott likely to 
eniure it. Now, fuch is the na- 
ture, or fuch the education of the 
fex, that the firft meric in their eyes 
is to be able to amufe them; and 
nothing is fo certain of fucceeding 
with them, as fprightlinefs and 
mirth, Hence we have contracted 
a habit of trifling, politenefs and 
frivolity, which is become the dif- 
tinguiflung character of the French 
nation in Europe. In Afia, on the 
contrary, the women are rigorouf- 
ly fecluded from the fociety of men. 
Conttantly thut up in their houfes, 
they have no communication but 
with their hufband, their father, 
their brother, or at moit with their 
coulin german. Carefully veiled 
in the itreets, they dare hardly 
{peak to a man, even on butinels. 
Every body mutt be ftrangers to 
them; it would be indecent to fix 
your eyes on them, and you mutt 
let them pafs you, as it they were 
fomething contagious in their na- 
ture. And indeed this is nearly 
the idea of the Orientals, who en- 
tertain a general fentment of con- 
tempt for that fex. It may be 
atked, what is the caufe of this ? 
‘The fame which operates one very 
thing ; the laws and government. 
In fact, Mahomet, paflionately fond 
as he was of women, has not, howe 
ever, done them the honour ef 


treating them in his Koran as ape 
pertaining to the human fpecies 5 
he does not fo much as make men- 
tion of them either with refpedt to, 
the ceremonies of religion, or the 
rewards of another life; and it is 
even 


ig 
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even a fort of problem with the 
Mahornetans, whether women have 
fouls. The government is fill 
more unjuft towards them ; for it 
denies them the poffeifion of any 
landed property, and fo completely 
deprives them of every kind of per- 
fonal liberty, as to leave them de- 
endent all their lives on a hul- 
ok a father, or a relation. In 
this ttate of flavery, having nothing 
at their difpofal, we cannot fuppole 
it very neceffary to folicit their fa- 
vour, or to adopt thar gaiety of 
manners they find fo captivating. 
‘The government and laws are, no 
doubt, the efficient caufe of this 
fequeftration of the women ; and, 
serhaps, were it not for the taci- 
ow of divorces, and the dread of 
feeing a wife or daughter carried 
off by fome powerful man, the Af- 
atics would be le{s anxious to con- 
ceal them from {trangers. 

‘This fituation of the women 
among the Orientals, occalions a 
great contraft between their man- 
ners and ours. Such is their deli- 
cacy on this head, that they never 
fpeak of them; and it would be 
efteemed highly indecent to make 
any enquiries of the men refpect- 
ing the women of their family. 
We mutt be contiderably advanced 
in familiarity with them, to enter 
into a converfation on fuch a fub- 
ject ; and when we then give them 
fome account of our manners, it is 
impoffible to exprefs their amaze- 
ment. ‘They are unable to con- 
ceive how our women go with their 
faces uncovered, when, in their 
country, an uplifted veil is the 
mark of a prottigute, or the fignal 
for a leve adventure. They have 
no idea how it is pofhble to fee 
them, to talk with them, and touch 
them, without emotion, or to be 
alone with them without proceed- 
ing to the laft extremities. This 
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aftonifhment will fufficiently they 
what opinion they entertain of their 
females; and we need not hefitate 
to conclude they are abfolutely ig- 
norant of love, in our fenfe of the 
word, ‘That defire on which it is 
founded, is with them ftripped of 
all thofe acceflories. which confi. 
tute its charm; privation is there 
without a facrifice, victory without 
a combat, and enjoyment without 
delicacy ; they pais at once from 
torment to faticty. Lovers there 
are prifoners, always watching to 
deceive their keepers, and always 
alert to feize the firft opportunity, 
becaufe it teldom happens, and ig 
foon loft. Secret as confpirators, 
they conceal their good fortune as 
a crime, becaufe it is attended with 
no lefs fatal confequences. Indif- 
cretion can fcarcely avoid the poj- 
nard, the piftol, or poifon. Its 
deftructive confequences to the wo. 
men render them implacable in pu- 
nifhing, and to revenge themt:lves, 
they are frequently more cruel thay 
their hufbands and their brothers, 
This feverity preferves a contider- 
able degree of chaflity and decorum 
in the country; but in the great 
towns, where there are more ree 
fources for intrigue, as much de- 
bauchery prevails as among us; 
only with this difference, that it is 
more concealed. Aleppo, Damaf- 
cus, and above all, Cairo, are not 
fecond in this refpect to our pro- 
vincial capitals. Young girls are 
referved there as every where elle, 
becaufe the difcovery of a love ad- 
venture would coft them their 
lives; but married women give 
themiclves up to pleafure with the 
more freedom, to indemnify them- 
felves for the long and frid re= 
firaint they have endured, and ber 
caufe they have often juit reafons 
tor revenging themfelves on theit 
mafters, In fact, from the prac- 
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tice of polygamy permitted by the 
Koran, the Turks, in general, are 
enervated very early, and nothing 
is more common than to hear men 
of thirty complasetny ef impotence. 
yhis is the malady for which they 
chiefly confult the Eurepeans, des 
firing them to give them madjoun, 
by which they mean provocatives. 
This infirmity is the more mortify- 
ing to them, as iterility is a re- 
proach among the Orientals . ~ 
{ill retain for fecundity all the ef- 
teem of ancient times ; and the bef 
with you can make a young girl, is 
that the may foon get a hufband, 
and have a great number of chil- 
drens From this prejudice they 
halen their marriages fo much, 
that it is not rare to fee girls of 
nine or ten years old married to 
boys oftwelve or thirteen. It mutt 
however be confefled, that the ap- 
piehenfions of libertinifm, and the 
jeverity with which that is punifh- 
ed by the Turkith police, greatly 
contribute to thefe premature u- 
nions, which mutt likewife be reck- 
oned among the caufes of their 
early impotence. ‘Ihe 1 ager 
of the Turks will nor fu 

to be perfuaded on this head, and 
they are fo irrational as to force 
nature, at the very time their health 
is impaired by exce's. ‘This alfo 
is to be afcribed to the Koran, in 
which the amorous prophet has 
taken care to infert a precept incul- 
cating this fpecies of duty. Mon- 
tefquieu, therefore, is in the right, 
to aflign polygamy as one of the 
caufes of depopulation in Turkey ; 
but it is one of the leait confider- 
ble, as there are few but the rich 
who allow themfelves a plurality 
of women; the common people, 
and efpecially thofe of the country, 
content themfelves with one; and 
perions are fometimes to be met 
with, even among the higher ranks, 
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who are wife enough to imitate 
their example, and confefs that one 
wife is quite fuilicient. 

“ What we are able to learn of 
the domeftic life of the hutbands 
who have feveral wires, is nether 
calculated to make their lot envied, 
nor to give a high idea of this part 
of Makomet’s legiflation, Their 
houfe is a perpetual fcene of tu- 
mult and contention, Nothing is 
to be heard but quarrels between 
the different wives, and complaints 
made to the hufband. The four 
legal marricd women complain that 
their flaves are preferred to them ; 
and the flaves, that they are aban. 
doned to the jealoufy of their mif- 
treffes. If one wife obtains a trin- 
ket, a token of favour, or permif- 
fion to go to the bath, all the o- 
thers require the fame, and league 
together in the common caufe. To 
rettore peace, the polygamifl is ob- 
liged to ailume the tone of a def- 
pot, and from that moment he 
meets with nothing but the fenti- 
ments of flaves, the appearance of 
fondnefs and real hated. In vain 
does cach of thefe women proteit 
fhe loves him more than the reft; 
in vain do they fly, on his entering 
the apartments, to prefent him his 
pips and his flippers, to prepare 
uis'dinner, to ferve him his coffee; 
in vain, whilft he is effeminately 
firetched out upon his carpet, a 
they chace away the flies which 
incommode him; all thefe atten- 
tions and carefies have no other ob- 
ject than to procure an addition to 
their trinkets and moveables, that 
if he fhould repudiate them, they, 
may be able to tempt another hui- 
band, or find a refource in what 
becomes their only property. The 
are merely courtezans, who think 
of nothing but to ftrip their lover 
before he quits them; and this 
lover, long fince deprived of de- 
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fires, teized by feigned fondnefs, 
and tormented with all the liftleff- 
nefs of fatiety, is far from enjoy- 
ing, as we may well imagine, an 
enviable fituation. The contempt 
the Turks entertain for their wo- 
men, arifes from this concurrence 
of circumflances, and it is evident- 
ly the etie&t of their own cuftoms. 
For how fhould the women retain 
that exclufive love, which renders 
them moft eftimable, when fo many 
fhare in the affections of their hui- 
band? How fhould they poffefs 
that modefty which conftitutes 
their greateft virrue, when the mot 
thocking fcenes of debauchery are 
daily before their eyes ? How, in 
a word, fhould they be endowed 
with the manners requifite to make 
them amiable, when no care what- 
ever is taken of their education ? 
The Greeks at leaft derive this ad- 
vantage from religion, that, being 
permitted to take but one wife at 
a time, they enjoy more dometlic 
peace, though perhaps without ap- 
proaching nearer to real happi- 
nefs. 

*‘ It is remarkable, that in con- 
fequence of the difference in reli- 
gion, there exifis between the 
Chriflians and Mahometans of Sy- 
ria, and indeed of all Turkey, as 
marked a difference of character as 
if they were two diftinct nations, 
living under different climates, 
Travellers, and our merchants, 
who cn account of the habits of 
intimacy in which they live with 
both, are ftill better qualified to 
decide, agree that the Greek Chrif- 
tians are in general wicked and de- 
ceitful, abjeét in advertity, info- 
lent in profperity, and eipecially 
remarkable tor levity and fickle- 
nefs: the Mahometans, on the con- 
trary, though haughty even to in- 
folence, potiefs however a fort of 


goodnefs of heart, humanity, and 
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juftice; and above all, never frit 
to manifeft great fortitude under 
misfortune, and much firmnefs of 
character. This contraf between 
men, living under the fame tky, 
may appear furprifing; but the 
prejudices of their education, and 
the influence of the government 
under which they live, fufficiently 
account forit. ‘The Greeks, trea. 
ed by the Turks with all the haugh- 
tineis and contempt they thew to 
their flaves, cannot but at laft af. 
fume the character perpetually af. 
cribed to them: they have been 
obliged to practife deceit, to efcape 
from violence by cunning, and they 
have recourfe to the meanett flat- 
teries, becaufe the weak mutt ever 
court the ftrong ; they are diffem- 
blers and mifchievous, becaufe he 
who cannot openly revenge him- 
felf, difguifes his hatred ; coward. 
ly and treacherous, fince he who 
cannot attack in front, naturally 
{trikes behind; and iniolent im 
profperity, becaufe they who attain 
wealth or power unworthily, are 
eager to revenge themfelves by re- 
turning all the contempt they have 
received in the purfuit. I was one 
day obferving to a very fenfible 
monk, thatamong all the Chrittians, 
whoin more modern times have been 
advanced toeminent flations in this 
country, not one ot them has fhewn 
himfelt worthy of his good fortune. 
Ibrahim was meanly avaricious; 
Sad-el-Kouri irrefolute and pufilla- 
nimous, his fon Randour, ignerant 
and infolent, and Rezk, cowardly 
and deceitful: his anfwer was, word 
for word, as follows: * the Chril- 
tians have not hands proper to ima- 
nage the reins of government, be- 
caufe, during their youth they have 
been continually employed in beat 
ing cotton. ‘I hey refemble thote 
who walk for the firft time on high 
terraces, they grow giddy at feeing 

theme 
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themfelves fo exalted, and as they 
ate afraid they fhall be forced to 
return to their olives and cheefe, 
they are in hatte to make all the 
rotits they can. The Purks, on 
the contrary, are accuftomed to go- 
yern; they are mafters habituated 
to their authority, and ufe it as if 
there was no fear of their being 
deprived of it.” We mutt not for- 
et, at the fame time, that the 
Mahometans have the prejudices ot 
fataliim inttilled into them trom 
their birth, and have a full perfua- 
fon that every thing is predeftined. 
Hence they experience a feeurity 
which moderates both defire and 
fear, and a refignation by which 
they are equally prepared for good 
and evil; they are habituated in 
a kind of apathy, which equally 
prevents them from regretting the 
patt or providing againft the future. 
Does the Mahometan fuffer by an 
misfortune? is he plundered? 1s 
he ruined? he calmly fays, “It 
was written,”? and fubmits, with- 
out a murmur,\to the moit unex- 
pected tranfitio® from opulence to 
poverty : even onthe bed of death, 
nothing difturbs the tranquillity of 
his refignation, he makes his ablu- 
tion, repeats his prayers, profeffes 
his beliet in God, and the prephet ; 
he tranquilly fays to his fon, 
“ Turn my head towards Mecca,” 
and dies in peace. ‘The Greeks, 
on the contrary, who believe that 
God may be prevailed on to change 
his purpofe, by vows, fafting, 
prayer, and pilgrimages, live in 
the perpetual defire of pew | 


fome new bleffing, the fear of lof- 


ing fome good they already pof- 
fe.s, or tormented by regret for 
fome duty omitted. Their hearts 
are a prey to every contending paf- 
fion, nor do they avoid their de- 


itructive effects; bur fo far as the 
circumitaaces in which they live, 
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and the example of the Mahome- 
tans enfeeble the prejudices of their 
childhood. We may add a remark 
equally trie of both religions, that 
the inhabitants of the inland coun- 
try have more inregrity, fimplicity, 
and generofity, and are in every 
refpect of more amiable manners, 
than thofe upon the fea-coaft, no 
doubt becaufe the latter, continu- 
ally engaged in commerce, have 
contracted, by their mode of life a 
mercantile fpirit, naturally inimical 
to all thofe virtues which are found~ 
ed on moderation and difinterefted- 
nefs. 

“« After what I have faid of the 
manners of the Orientals, we fhall 
be no longer aftonifhed that their 
whole character partakes of the mo- 
notony of their private life, and of 
the ftate of fociety in which they 
live.’ Even in the cities where we 
fee moft activity, as Aleppo, Da- 
mafcus, and Criro, all their a- 
mufements confift in going to the 
bath, or meeting together in coffce- 
houfes, which only refemble ours 
in name. ‘There, in a large room, 
filled with fmoak, feated on ragged 
mats, the wealthier clafs of people 
pafs whole days in fmoaking their 
pipes, talking of bufinefs, in con- 
cite phrafes, uttered at long inter- 
vals, and frequently in faying no- 
thing. Sometimes the dullnets of 
this filent aflembly is relieved by 
the entrance of a finger, fome dane 
cing girls, or one of thofe flory- 
tellers they call nafhid, who, to 
obtain a few paras, relates a tale, 
or recites verfes from fome ancient 
poet. Nothing can equal the at- 
tention with which they litten to 
this orator; people of all ranks 
have a very extraordinary pafiion 
for this fpecies of amufement. A 
European traveller is not a little 
furprifed to fee the Turkith failors, 
when the weather is calm, affemble 
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op the deck, and attentively liflea 
for two or three hours together, to 
a declamation, which the moft un- 
experienced ¢ar muft at once per- 
ceive to be poetry, from the exact- 
nels of the meafure and the conti- 
nually recurring rhymes. It is 
not in this alone that the common 
people of the Eaft excel ours in de- 
licacy. The populace even in the 
great cities, notwithttanding the 
turbulence of their difpofitions, are 
never fo brutal as we trequently 
fee them with us, and they have 
the great merit of not being ad- 
dicted to drunkennefi, a vice trom 
which even our country peafants 
are not free. Perhaps this is the 
only real advantage produced by 
the legiflation of Mahomet: uniefs 
we may add the prohibition of 
games of chance, tor which the 
Orientals have therefore no talte ; 
chefs is the only amufement of this 
kind they hold in any eftimation, 
and we frequently find among them 


very fkillful players. 

‘¢ Of all the different fpecies of 
public exhibitions, the only one 
they know, and, which is common 
at Cairo alone, is that of ilrollers, 
who fhew feats of flrength, like our 
rope-dancers, and tricks of flight of 


band like our jugglers. We there 
fee fume of them eating fiints, o- 
thers breathing flames, foe cut- 
ing their arms, or perforating their 
notes, without receiving any hurt, 
and others devouring ferpents. The 
e, from whom they carefully 
ose the fecrets of shsir art, eu 
tertain, a fort of veneration tor 
them, and cal] thefe extraordinary 
performances, which appear to have 
been very ancient in thefe coun- 
trices, by a name which fignifies 
prodigy or miracle, This propen- 
fity to admiration, and facility of 
lieving the moft extraordinary 

Sts or tales, is a remarkable fea- 
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ture in the charaéter of the Orien. 
tals. They admit, without hefita. 
tion or the leaft thadow of doubt, 
the moft wonderful things that can 
be told them, and if we regard the 
tales current among them, as many 
paren happen every day as have 
een afcribed to the age of the cenii 
and fairies ; the reafon of which no 
doubt is, that being totally igno- 
fant of the ordinary courfe of phy- 
fical and moral caufes, they know 
not the limits of probability and 
impoffibility, Befides, having been 
accuftomed from their earlieft youth 
to believe the extravagant fables of 
the Koran, they are wholly defti- 
tute of any flandard of analogy, by 
which to diilinguith truth from 
talfehood. ‘Their credulity there- 
iore arifes from their ignorance, 
the imperfection of their education, 
and the nature of government. To 
this credulity the extravagance of 
imagination which fome have fo 
much admired in their romances, 
is in a great meafure to be attribut- 
ed; butthough they were deprived 
of this fource, thedlfé works would 
itll poffefs many brilliant orna- 
ments. In general, the Orientals 
are remarkable for a clear concep- 
tion, an eafy expreffion, a propri- 
ety of language in the things they 
are acquainted with, and a paffion- 
ate and nervous ftyle. They have 
particularly a tafte for moral fen- 
tences, and their proverbs thew 
oy know how to unite the juft- 
nefs of obfervation, and profundity 
of the thought to an ingenuity and 
force of expreflion. Their conver- 
fation appears at firft to have a fort 
of coldnefs, but when we are more 
accuftomed to it, we find ourfelves 
greatly attached to them. Such is 
the good opinion with which thofe 
who have had moft communication 
with them have been imprefied, 
that the greater part of our “es 
$ 
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fers abd merchants, who have 
known them beft, allow that they 
Gnd in them a-people of a more hu- 
mane and generous character, and 

feiling more fimplicity, and more 
refined and open manners, thdn 


to 


even the inhabitants of European 
countries ; as if the Afiatics, havin 
been polithed long before us, eh 
preferved the traces of their early 
improvement,” 





a a 


ee ee 


The FAMILY OECONOMY of the GIPSYES., 


(From GRELLMANN’S Differtation on the Gursies, tranflated from the 
German by Mattuew Raren, efq, F.R.S. and AS) | 


“ HAT thefe le are fill 

the anpoitined. creatures 
that rude nature formed them ; or, at 
moft, have only advanced one de- 
gree towards humanity, is evinced, 
among other circumftances by their 
family ceconomy. 

‘« Many of them are ftationary, 
having regular habitations, accord- 
ing to their fituation in lite. To 
this clafs belong thofe who keep 
public houfes im Spain, and others 
who follow fome. regular buiinefs 
in Tranfilvania and Hungary, 
which latter, have their own mi- 
ferable huts near, Hermanftadt, 
Cronttadt, Biftritz, Groflwaradein, 
Debretin, Eperies, Karchau, and 
other places. ‘There are alfo many 
flaves to particular bojars, in Mol- 
davia and Wallachia, who do not 
wander from their place of reti- 
dence. any more than the others. 
But by far the greateft number of 
thefe people, lead a very different 
‘ kind of hfe : ignorant of the com- 
forts attending a fixed place to live 
at, they wander from one dittrict 
to another in hords, having na ’ba- 
bitations, but tents, holes ip the 
rocks, or caves; the former fhade 
them in fummer, the latter fereen 
them in winters. Many of thefe 
favage peopic, particularly in Ger- 


if he docs nyt. find bis 


many and Spaia,. do not even cardy 
tents with them, but thelter them- 


felves, from the. heat ef the fur, 


in forefts, fhaded by the, rocks, er 
behind hetiges : \they are -very par- 
tial to willows, under, which irey 
erect their fleeping place, at the 
clofe of the evening. Some live 
in their tents (in their ‘language 
called cfchater), both fummer apd 
winter; which they generally pre- 
fer to every thing clic, Jn Hun- 
gary, even thole who have given 
up their rambling way of life, and 
built houtes for themlelves, feldom 
let a fpring pafs, withour taking 
advantage .of the firit fettled wes- 
ther, to fet up a tent for their fum- 
mey refidence ; under this each one 
enjoys himfelf, with his family, 
nor thinks of his heufe, till tbe 
winter returns, and the froft and 
fnow drive him back to it again, 

““ When hecan getit, the wan- 
dering Gipfey, in Hungary and 
Tranblvania,, has-an hotie; in 
Turkey, an afs ferves to. carry his 
wife, a couple of children, with 
his tent. When, he argives at any 
place he likes, near a village or 
city, he unpackss, pitches bis rept, 
ties hig animal to a fake to graze, 
and remains fome weeks there: pr 
Slatiaa gon- 


*" venient 
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venient, he breaks up in aay or 
two, loads his beaft, and looks out 
for fome more agreeable fituation, 
near fome other town. Indeed, he 
has it not always in his power to 
determine how long he fhall remain 
in the fame place; for the boors 
are apt to call upon him, on ac- 
count of fowls and geefe, he has 
made free with. It fometimes hap- 
pens, when he is very much at his 
eafe, they fally out with bludgeons 
or hedge-itakes, making ufe of fuch 
forcible arguments, that he does 
not hefitate a moment, to fet up 
his ftaff a little further off. ‘Though, 
in general, the Gipties are cunning 
enough, when they have purloined 
any thing, or done other mifchief, 
to make off in time, betere the vil- 
lagers begin to fufpect them. 

‘¢ For their winter huts they dig 
holes in the ground, ten or twelve 


feet deep, their roof is made of . 


rafters laid acrofs, which are co- 
vered ‘with ftraw and fods: the 


ftable, for the beaft which carried 


the tent in fummer, is a thed built 
at the entrance of the hollow, and 
clofed up with dung and ftraw. 
This thed, with a little opening, 
rifing above the roof, to let out the 
fmozk, are the only marks by 
which a traveller can dittinguifh 
their dwellings. Both in fummer 
and winter, they contrive to have 
their habitation in the neighbour- 
hood of fome village or city. Their 
favourite method of building is a- 


"gain% an hillock, the holes in the 


level ground being only vfed in 
cafes of neceffity, when there is no 
rifing ground near the fpot they 
have pitched upon to pafs the win- 
ter at. Ah Hungatian writer thus 


. defcribes their method of conttruét- 


‘ing the fécond fort of huts.*** They: 


‘ dig Yn hollow, about a fathom 


~ broad,‘ far endugli into’ the: hillock: 
to bring their floor? ob a levelwith - 


J 


The FAMILY OECONOMY of the GIPSIES. 


the reft of the plain, in order ¢g 
form a firm upright wall, for the 
back of the building. Into the wall 
they fix a beam, about fix feet from 
and parallel to the floor, this beam 
reaches as far as the intended depth 
of the houle, feldom excecding fe. 
ven or eight feet. One end being 
fait in the wall, the other reiis-on 
and 1s fixed to, a pillar or pot dr. 
ven into the ground. When that 
is done, they lay boards, balks, or 
fuch other tuch wood as they can 
find, againft it on each fide, in 
form of a pointed roof, which view. 
ed from a-diflance, exhibits a front 
in the fhape: of an equilateral tri. 
angle. ‘The operation is concluded 
by covering the whole building 
with {lraw, fods, and earth, to fe. 
cure its inhabitants from the rain, 
fnow and cold. They always con- 
trive, when they can, to place their 
edifice fo as to front cither the rif 
ing or mid-day fun ; this being the 
fide where the opening is left, for 
a door to go in and out at, which 
is clofed at night, either with a 
coarfe woollen cloth, or a few 
boards.” 

“* One may eafily imagine, how 
difmal and horvid, the infide of fuch 
gipfey huts mugt be. Air and day- 
light excluded; full of damp, ftink, 
and filth, they have. more the ap- 
pearance of wild beatts, dens than 
the habitations of intelligent beings. 
Rooms and feparate apartments are 
not even thought of; all is: one 
open fpace, in the middle, whereof 
is the fire, ferving both for the pur- 
pote of cooking and warming then} 
the fatherand mother lie half naked, 
the children entirely fo, ‘round it. 
Chairs, tables, beds" or bediteads, 
find no place here; Jthey fit, eat, 


fleep, and ‘do tvety- thing .on the 
«bare ground, or,a¢'moft, fpread an 


old blanket;: os,° in the Banat,: 2 


‘theep- kin wader them,. When they 


have 
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have a fine day, the door is fet 
open for the fun to fhine in, which 
they continue watching, fo long as 
it is above the horizon; when the 
day clofes, they fhut their door, 
confign themfelves over to reft, and 
fleep till its return. When the 
weather is cold, or the fnow pre- 
vents their opening the door, they 
make up the fire, fit round it till 
they fall afleep, without any more 
light than it affords. 

© The furniture and property of 
the gipfies have been already de- 
fcribed ; they confitt of an earthen 
pot, an iron pan, a fpoon, a jug 
and a knife; when it fo happens, 
that every thing is complete, they 
fometimes add a difh: thefe ferve 
for the whole family. When the 
matter of the houfe is a fmith by 
trade, as will be mentioned by and 
bye, he has a pair of bellows to 
blow up his fire, a fmall {tone an- 
vil, a pair of tongs, perhaps a cou- 
ple of hammers, add to thefe a few 
old tatters, in which, as before 
mentioned, he drefles himfelf, his 
knapfack, forme pieces of torn bed- 
cloaths, his tent, his antiquated 
jade, and you have a complete cata- 
logue of a nomadic Gipfy’s oftate. 

“ There is very little to be faid 
concerning the domeflic employ- 
ment of the women, the care of 
their children is little, indeed hard- 
ly any at all. They neither wath, 
mend their cloaths, nor clean their 
utenfils, they feldom bake, the 
whole of their bufinefs then, is re- 
duced to thefe few articles: dreff- 
ing their food and eating it, fmoak- 
ing tobacco, prating, and fleeping. 
They continue the whole winter in 
their hut, but at the firft croaking 
of the frogs, ‘they pull down their 
houfe and march off. 

“*Such is the condition of the 
Gipfies who wander about in Hun- 
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gary, Turkey, and other countries, 
being. no where, or rather every 
where, at home. The remainder 
of thefe people, who have recon- 
ciled themfelves to a fettled way of 
life, are in much better circum- 
ftances, and vaitly more rational, 
than thofe I have jult defcribed, 
Ic might be reafonably expected, 
that thofe Spanifh Gipties, who are 
innkeepers, and entertain ftrangers, 
fhould be more civilifed, but it alfo 
holds good, with regard to thofe 
in Hungary and Tranfilvania, who 
have different ways of. gaining a 
livelihood. Their habitations are 
conveniently divided into cham- 
bers, are likewife furnifhed with 
tables, benches, decent kitehen-fur- 
niture, and other neceflaries. The 
few who farm or breed cattle, have 
a plough and other implements 
hufbandry, the others in a certain 
degree what is wanted for carrying 
on their trade ; though even here 
you are not to expect fuperfluity. 
Their habitations, cloaths, as well 
as every thing elfe belonging to 
them, indicate, that even thefe be- 
long to the clafs of poor, They 
are very fond of gold and filver 
plate, particularly filver cups, 
which is a difpofition ‘they have in 
common with the wandering Gip- 
fies. They let ffip no opportunit 
of acquiring fomething of the kind, 
they will even ftarve themfelves to 
procure them. Though they feem 
little axious to heap y riches for 
their children, yet thefé frequently 
inherit a treafure of this fort, and 
are obliged in their turn to preferve 
it as a facred inheritance. The 
ordinary travelling Gipfi¢s, whp 
are in poffeffion of fuch a piece df 
late, commonly bury it under the 
earth, of their dwelling,’ in order 
to prevent its being made anay 
with, This inclination 6 dépri 


one’s 
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one’s felf of neceffarics, that we 
may poffefs a fuperfluity, as well 
as many other of their cuftoms, is 
curious ¢ yet appears to be ancient, 


and it was probably inherent jp 
them when they were firit feen by 
Europeans.” 
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[From the fame Work.] 


‘6 W COME now tothe means, the 
A Giphes make ule of, to maintain 
themfelves. Here we fhall difcover 
the reafon why -poverty and want 
are, fo generally, their lot: it is 
owing to their lazinefs, and being 
fo fond of their eafe. If you want 
to find people who can earn their 
bread by the fweat of their brow, 
you muft certainly not feck them 
among the Gipfy tribe, They ab- 
hor all kinds ot work, which are 
either laborioys er require appli- 
cation: and had rather fuffer hun- 
ger and nakednets, than exert them- 
{elves to procure food and raiment 
on fuch hard terms. They there- 
fore either chufe fome trade, which 
is cafily carried on, allowing them 
many idle hours, or addict them- 
felyes to urtlawful courfes, as any 
body may eafily be convinced. 

‘* Black and white fimiths are 
the mot ufual trades among the 
gipfies ; in Spain very few follow 
any regular bufinefs, but among 
thefe few, fame.are finiths ; on the 
contrary, in Hungary, this trade 
is fo common among them, that it 
is a proverb, fo many Gipfies, fo 
many fmiths; the fame might be 
{iid of thote in-Tranfilvania, Wal- 
Jachia, Maldavia, and all Turkey 
in Europe:; at teat fuch workers 
in fire: are very numerous ia all 
thofe countries. This occupation 
Seems: to haye been a favorite one 


among them from the moft difant 
periods, as appears not only 
Bellonius’s account, but by an older 
record, of an Hungarian king, Ula 
diflaus, in the year 1496, mention- 
ed by the abbe Pray, in his An- 
nals, and Friedwaldiky, in bis Mi- 
neralogy, wherein it is ordered, 
** that every officer and fubject, of 
whatever rank or condition, do al- 
low to Thomas Polgar, leader of 
twenty-five tents of wanderng Gip. 
fies, free refidence every where, 
and on no account to mole! either 
him or his people; becaufe 
had prepared mufket-bullets, and 
other military flores, for the bi 
Sigifmund, at Fiintkirchen.” Ap- 
other intlance occurred in the year 
1565, when Muaftapha, Turkith 
regent, of Bofnia, betieged Crupa, 
the Turks having expended their 


powder and cannon-balls, Giphies 


were employed to make balls, part 
of iron, the reft of ftone cafed with 
lead. 

“The Gipfies of our time, ‘do 
not like to undertake heavy work, 
I do not find they go beyond a pair 
of light horfe-fhoes: in general 
they confine themfelves to fmall ar- 
ticles, fuch as rings, jews-harpi, 
{mall.nails, ménd old pots and ket- 
tles, make |knives, ‘feals, needles, 
and fometimes work triffes in timar 
brafs. broy « 

_ Their materials, tools, appa- 
ratus, 
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yatus, all are bad, and of the moft 
jaterior kind. Their common way 
to collect finall pieces of rutly 
iron, Old nails, broken horfe-fhoes, 
or fuch kind of rubbith, whieh 
they tufe and fhape to their purpofe. 
‘The anvil is a tune, the other im- 
plements are, a pair of hand bel- 
jows, a pair of pincers, a*hammer, 
4 vile, and a file: thefe are the 
materials a nomadic Gipfey carries 
with him trom place to place. 
Whenever he has a mind to work, 
he is at no lofs for fuel; on his 
arrival at a ttation, where he means 
to remain a few days or weeks, he 
takes his beaft, loads him with 
wood, builds a fmall kiln, and ma- 
gufactures his own coals. In good 
weather, the work is carried on out 
ot doors ; when it is ftormy, or the 
fun too powertul, he retires under 
his tent. He does noc fland, but 
fits down en the ground, crofs- 
legged to his work ; which pofition 
is rendered neceflary, not only by 


 € 


cuitom, but the quality of his tools. 
The wite fits by to work the bel- 


lows, in which operatien, the is 
fometimes relieved by the elder 
children ; the little ones fit naked 
as they were born, round the fire, 
They are generally praifed for their 
dexterity and quicknefs, notwith- 
itanding the wretched tools they 
have to operate with, When any 
piece of work requires much time 
to finifh, they are apt to lofe their 
patience, and, in that cafe, become 
indifierent whether it be well exe- 
cuted or not. They never think 
ot labour, as long as they have got 
a dry crutt, or any thing elfe to fa- 
tisty their manger. They trequent- 
ly have orders for different articles, 
but, if not, as foon as a few nails, 
or fome other trifles are manufac- 
tured, man, woman, and children 
diflodge to carry their merchandife, 
ae e to howe, for fale, in 
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the neighbouring villages; their 
trafick is carricd on fomactimes for 
ready money, fometimes by barter 
for eatables or other neceffaries. 
*¢ Another branch of comnierce 
much followed by the Giplies is 
horfe-dealings In thote parts ot 
Hungary where the climate is fo 
mild, that horfes may lie out all 
the year, t he Gipfies avail themfelves 
of this circumitance to breed, as 
well as deal in horfes: by which 
they, fometimes, not only procure 
a competency, but grow rich, 
This latt fort are not very numer- 
ous, for the greateft number of them 
only deal in blind wera out jades, 
which they drive about to diterent 
markets, to fell or barter. When 
not fortunate enough to tind a chap 
tor them, they lead them to the 
collar-maker, who values the hide, 
and takes him off their hands forw 
tew grofchens. In order to avord 
being reduced to this neceflity, they 
often practice the ilyeit tricks to 
conceal the animal’s ¢deiect:. In 
Spain thercfore, Gitano and Gita- 
neria (Gipfey and Gipieitin) are 
grown into common expreilions, to 
imply a cheater in hories with the 
tricks he makes ule of, In the year 
1727, they became fo notorious in 
Sweden, that it was taken into con- 
fideration at the diet, and their to- 
tal expulfion voted to be a necetlary 
meature. ‘The following trick is 
frequently played in Hungary, and 
the adjacent country, to make an 
horfe appear brifk and active. The 
rider alights, at a fmall diflance 
from the p'ace where he means to 
offer his horfe for fale, and belabors 
the poor beaft, till he has put the 
whole mufcular fyftem in motion 
with fright, he then mounts again 
and proceeds. The poor beaft, 
recdllecting the blows he has re- 
ceived, jumps about, or fets out 
full fpeed, at the leaft fignal; the 
F buyer, 
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buyer, enrirely ignorant of the pre 
paratory difcipline he has under 
gone, look upon this as natural vi- 
vacity, and in hopes that good 
feeding with care, will render him 
ftill more lively, ftrikes a bargain ; 
but the next day he has the mor- 
tification to difcover, that he has 
bought a jade, on which all his care 
will be thrown away, as the beatt 
has not a leg to ftand upen. In 
Swabia and onthe Rhine, they have 
another device; they make an in- 
cifion in fome fecret part of the 
fkin, throuch which they blow the 
creature up, till he looks ficfhy and 
plump, they then apply a ttrong 
flicking plaifter, to prevent the air 
from coming out again. It what 
Wolfgang Franz aflures us, be true, 
they fometimes make ufe of another 
device with a live eel, to this blown 
up horfe, that he may not only ap- 
pear in good condition, but fpirited 
and lively. One would imagine, 
that on account of thefe, and fuch 
like pieces of roguery, nobody 
would ever venture to deal with a 
Gipfey for an horfe, was not the 
poflibility of it proved by the fact 
itfelf. But we fee inftances.of this 
infatuation in other tranfactions : it 
is well known that every Jew will 
cheat, whenever he has an oppor- 
tiinity, yet thefe people have lived 
by trade, ever fince their difperfion 
from Babel. Then thefe frauds do 
not conftantly happen; the Gipties 
too always fell their horfes cheap, 
and poor people cannot afford to pay 
dear for them, which is the reaton 
that the Gipfies can continue their 
traffick in hortfes. 

‘© Tothe above two trades, com- 
monly followed by the men, may be 
aided, that fome are carpenters or 
turners ; the former make watering 
troughs and chefts, the latter turn 
trenchers, diftes, make fpocns and 
other hofchold furniture, which they 


hawk about. Others make fieyes 
or maintain themielves by cobbling 
fhors. Many of thefe, as well as 
the biackfmuhs and whitefmiths 
find conftant employment in the 
houfes of the better fort of people 
for whom they work the year round. 
They are not paid in movey ; bar 
befides other advantages, find a cere 
tain fublittence. Thofe who are not 
thus provided for, do not wait at 
home, for cuftomers, but throw 
their implements in a fack, over 
their floulders, feeking bufinefs in 
the cities or villages: when any one 
calls, they throw down the bundle, 
and prepare the apparatus for work, 

before the door ot their employer, 
The Gipfies have a fixed aver- 
fin to agriculeure, and had rather 
fuffer hunger or want, than follow 
the plough, to earn a decent liveli- 
hood, from the grateful earth. But 
as there is no general rule without 
an exception, fo, befides the flaves 
to the Bojars, in Moldavia and 
Wallachia, who are conttrained to 
apply to it, there are fome in Hun- 
gary, Who do it of their own ac- 
cord. Since the year 1768, the 
emprefs Therefa has commanded, 
that the Hungarian and Tranfilva- 
nian Gipfies fhould be inftruéted in 
hufbandry, but thefe orders have 
been very little attended to. At 
this time there are fo few of them 
farmers, in this country, that they 
are not worth mentioning, though 
in Spain, and other European coun- 
tries, they are Rill more fcarce, as 
it would be difficult to find one who 
had ever made a furrow in his life. 
*¢ It was formerly very common 
in Hungary, andin Trantilvania, al- 
moft univerially the cuftom, to em- 
ploy the Gipfies for hangmen and 
executioners. They ftill peitorm 
the butinefs of flayers in Hungary, 
and of executioners in different parts 
of Tranfilvania,. Their aflidvity in 
Lurturing, 
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torturing, their cruel invention in 
rormenting, are defcribed by Top- 
peltia to de fo thocking, as plainly 
proves nO peopte fo well calculated 
tor works of barbsriry as the Gip- 
fies. Flaying is not their regular 
protefion in any place, but merely 
a cafual occupation, which they 
follow, over and above their finith’s 
or other work. Whenever a beait 
dies, near where they chance to be, 
wt is a fortunate circumitance, if 
there happens to be no fkinner in 
inthe place; not becaufe they can 
make much of the tkin, which they 
always leave with the owner fora 
trifliug confideration, but they are 
fure thereby to procure a plentiful 
yovihon of ficth for the tamily. 

« Such are the men’semploy ments. 
I fhall now proceed to he women, 
ad thew their particular methods of 
geting their bread. Ie was fore 
merly, and Millis the cuftom, among 
the wand: ring Gipfies, efpecially 
ia winter, that the man does not 
maintain the wife, but the wife the 
huiband. Where this is not quite 
the cafe, as in fummer, when the 
men have the before recited occupa- 
tions, or among thofe, who havea 
regular fertiement, yet the women 
always endeavour to contribute their 
fhare towards the maintenance of 
the family : fome deal in old cloaths, 
others frequent brothels, or let their 
perfons our, in fome other way, 
forhire This iscommonin Spain, 
ftili more fo in Conflantinople, and 
all over Turkey : probably becaufe, 
in other places, nobody likes to be 
connected with fuch uncleanly 
beings. There are others in Con- 
ftantinople, who make and fell 
brooms, and this trade is followed 
by thofe, chiefly, who are too old 
to get a livelihood by their debau- 
chery. Dancing is another means 
they have of getting fomething, 
they gederally prattifc this when 


begging, particularly from men in 
the ftveets, or calling in at houfes 
aking charity. Their dances are 
the moft ditguiting that can be con- 
ceived, always ending with fulfome 
grimaces, or the mott lafcivious at- 
nrddes and geltures, uncovering 
thofe parts, which the rudeft and 
mott uncultivared people carefully 
conceal; nor is this indecency cons 
fined to the married women only, 
but is rather more practifed b 
young girls, travelling with their 
fathers, who are alfo muficians, and 
for a trifling acknowledgement, ex- 
hibit their dexterity to any body, 
who is pleafed with thefe sakennaley 
dunces. They are trained up to 
this impudeace, from their earlieft 
years, never fuffering a pafleuger to 
pais their parents hut, without 
trying to get fomething, by frifking 
about naked befuré him. 

*¢ I fhall not fay any thing con- 
cerning fortune-telliog, with which 
they impofe on people’s credulity, in 
every diftrict and corner ot Europe ; 
this being athing univerfally known. 
Yet it is extraordinary, that wvomen, 
generally too not till they become 
old hags, fhould be fo tharpfiyhted, 
as to difcover, in every perfon’s 
hand, the dark myftery of tuturiry. 
A few initances there are of mea being 
thus gifted, but they are fo few, 
that they ae only exceptions to a 
general rule. Itis theretore owing 
to the Gipfey women alone, that 
faith in divination flill remains, in 
the minds of millions of people. It 
is true, Europe is not originall 
beholden to the Gipfies for it, it 
being deep rooted in the ftupidity of 
the middle ages, when they arrived 
and brought it with them alfo. 
This fcience was already broughe 
to a greater degree of perfection 
than among them, rules were ine 
vented to tel! lies from the infpece 
tien of the hand, whereas thefe 
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poor wretches were efleemed mere 
bunglers.. During the lait, and be- 

inning of this century they were 
Fooked upon as only a fupernume- 
rary party ; as there wale meo of 

reat learning, who not only read 
Cases in college, on the divine 
art of chiromarncy, but wrote many 
books, vilifying the Gipfies, and 
endeavouring to fpoil their market 
by expofing their ignorance. But 
thefe enligitened men are no more, 
their knowledge is depofited in the 
dead archives of literature; and 
probably, it there were no Giphies, 
with them would alfo have died the 
belief in chiromancy, in the fame 
manner as, inatlrology, necromancy, 
oneirocritica, and the other off- 
fprings of fancy. By thefe alone, 
will this deceit be kept alive, tll 
every Gipfey is conftrained to ack- 
nowledge fome country, and to have 
fome oftenfible mode of gaining a 
livelihood. We can only pity the 
poor deluded wretches, «ho pay 
their grofchen or kreutzer, for a 
few unmeaning words ; as if it were 
poffible, for people to inftruét US, 
concerning Our future fortune in 
life, who are ignorant of their own; 
being unable .to determine whether 
a day or two hence, they may fill 
be telling fortunes, or taken up by 
the magiftrates, and hanged for 
theft. 

ss I muft add to the chiromantic 
deception of the Gipley women, 
that they alfo, but not exclufive of 
the men, cure bewitched cattle, dif- 
cover thefts, and poffefs noftruims 
of various kinds, to which they af- 
cribe great virtues. Thefe nof- 
trums confift principally of roots, 
and amulets made of uafermented 
dough, marked with ftrange figures, 
and dried in the air. Grifelim 
fays that, in the Banat of Temef- 
war, they fell certain {mall ftones, 
chiefly a kind of fcoriz, which they 
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fay poffefs the quality, to render the 
wearer fortunate in love, play, and 
other things. Were that true, they 
are the nearefl, why deliver tg 
another, what they have fo much 
occafion for themfelves ? Why do 
they beg and fteal, when, with the 
ailiftance of thefe ftones, they might 
honorably acquire riches and good 
fortune ? Yet thefe ftones are pur. 
chafed not only in the Banat, but 
inGermany. People ufe their quack 
mediines, call the Gipfey woman 
into the flable, to exorcife their 
bewitched cattle, without fufpecting 
any trick, although the whole is 
founded on deceit. So the open- 
hearted farmer, in Suabia and Ba- 
varia, has recourfe to the Gipfies 
on many occafions, making ule of 
them as dectors for man and beaft: 
and conttantly in cafes of enchant. 
ment, flies to the Gipfey ; this cir- 
cumiiance happens ofteneft among 
thofe of the common people, who 
rail ‘inoft againft witches and witch- 
craft. Whenever a cow does not 
feed “kindly, fomething is immedi- 
ately fufpefed, and the Gipfey 
woman is called, who is often fo 
fuccefsful as to remove the coms 
plaint. She goes into the ftable, 
orders the cow to be fhewn to her, 
remains a few minutes alone with it, 
after every one elfe is gone out: 
having finifhed her operations, fhe 
calls in the mafler, acquaints him 
with the beait’s recovery, and be- 
hold it eats heartily. How happens 
this? Was it nota piece of enchant- 
ment, wherein the Gipfey really 
acted the magician ? Certainly not. 
The fraud is this. When the cattle 
are feeding abroad, the Gipfey 
woman takes advantage of the md 
per’s abfence to entice fome of them 
with a handful of fodder to follow 
her, then finears them, over the 
nofe and mouth, with fome natti- 
nefs, fhe has ready im the other 

hand, 
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hand. From that moment the crea- 
rure louths all kinds of food or 
drink, as every thing fmells of the 
nattinefs. When fhe is called in to 
apply a remedy, the whole fk'll re- 
quired, is to wipe off the tuff, the 
had put on, a day or two before: 
by this means the true finell is ref- 
tored, and the cow being hungry, 
it is no wonder fhe fhould fall to 
greedily. From this fingle inftance, 
a judgment may be formed of other 
cafes. 

“© The common Gipfey occupa- 
tions, wherein men and women take 
an equal fhare, are, in Spain, keep- 
ing inns; principally mufic in Hun- 
gary and Turkey; and gold-wafh- 
ing in Tranhilvania, the Banar, 
Moldavia and Wallachia. They 
ufed, formerly, to be concerned in 
fmuggling, and probably ftill are, 
although it is not mentioned by any 
later writerss 

* Both men and women Gipfies, 
attend at entertainments, with their 
mufic, and flew great proficiency 
in the art; befides fome wind in- 
trument, they have aeoper a vio- 
lin: many have attained to fo great 
a perfection ‘on that inflrument, as 
to be employed in the chapels of 
the nobility, and admired as great 
mafters. Barna Mihaly, was an 
Orpheus of this kind, in the countr 
ef Zips, who diftinguithed himéelt, 
about the middle of the prefent cen- 
tury, in the chapel of the Cardinal, 
Count Emerick von Cichaky. The 
Cardinal, who was a judge of mulic 
himfelf, had fo great a value for 
him, that he rendered his likenefs 
immortal, by one of the moft capi- 
tal painters. Such inftances are not 
wanting in the other fex ; it is well 
known that a Gipfey girl, was fo 
famous, asa fidler, at fourteen years 
ot age, that the richeft and mott 
fafhionable people in Hungary, ufed 
to fend twenty or thirty miles, for 


her, to play at their balls. There 
are likewife many fcrapers, to whom 
Zeiller’s words ave applicable, * that 
their mufic has a difnal found.” 
But thefe are generally fuch as have 
learned of other fcrapers, at their 
own expence. This hind travel 
about, with the dancers above mene 
tioned, or play tothe peafants, who, 
not having much tatte, always make 
them welcome at their weddings, or 
dances. They ferarch away on an 
old patched violin, or ramble on a 
broken bafs, neither caring about bet- 
ter in(lruments, nor vy hi to flop 
in tune, being what they are, more 
for want of application, than capa- 
city. Others practife vocal mulic, 
and make their fortunes, particu- 
cularly in Spain, by finging. 

‘¢ Goldwathing, in the rivers, 
another occupation, by which many 
thouland Gipties, of both fexes, pro- 
cure a livelihood, in the Banat, 
Tranifilvania, Wallachia and Mole 
davia. As this is only a fummer 
employment, they are unter the 
necetlity of finding fome other me- 
thod of maintaining themfelve:, 
during the winter. It is not per- 
mitted for every one without ex- 
ception, to be a goldwafher: in 
Tranflvania, fuch only can do ir, 
who have leave from the office of 
Mons; and thefe only enjoy the 
privilege under certain rettri¢tions. 
It is the fame in Wallachia and 
Moldavia, where none of the Bojar’s 
flaves, thence called Bojarefk (Bojar 
Gipfies) ure allowed co meddle with 
goldwaflyny, that being a liberty 
granted, only to thofe who, like 
other fubjects, are immediately un- 
der the prince, thence called Dom- 
nefk (princely Gipfies) which are 
alfo fubdivided into three claffes ; 
the firft named Rudar; the fecond 
U-far; and the third Lajafchen 
The Rudgars alone have the licence 
above mentioned; the two luft are 
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obliged to get their livelihood in 
fome other way. Each perfon is 
forced to pay a certain tribure to 
government. The goldwathers in 
Tranfilvania and the Banat, pay 
four guilders annually, which 1s 
difcharged in gold duit: the fame 
fum is due from every Gipfey, 
though na vy evade if. They cone 
trive to keep out of the way, wheoa 
the time for pay mcnt comes On, 
pirticularly the Hungaria, Gip- 
Nes. 

* Theart of goldwafhiog is brought 
to mu@h greater perfection in Tran- 
filvania. !n the defcription of it in 
thofe parts, it is faid, that all the 
rivers, brooks, and even the pools 
which the rain forms, in Tranfil- 
vania, produce gold; among thefe 
the Aranyofch is the richeft, info- 
much, that hiftorians in thofe coun- 
tries, Compare it to the Tagus and 
PaGolus. Befides the Wallachians, 
who live by the rivers, the gold- 
wafhers conofift chiefly of Gipfies. 
They kw, with the greateit ex- 
actnefs, where they can wath to ad- 
vantage. ‘Their apparatus for this 
work, is a crooked board, four or 
five teet long, by rwo or three broad, 
generally provided with a wooden 
rim on each fide; over this they 
fpread woollen cloths, and fhake 
the gold fand mixed with water, 
upon it; the fimall grains remain 
flicking tothecloth, they wath theie 
cloths in a.weffel of water, then ice 
parate the gould by means of the 
trough. When they find larger 
particles of fand, in their wafhing, 
they have deeper channels made in 
the middle of their crooked boards, 
which ftop the fmall pieces as they 
roll down ; they examine thefe {mall 
ftones afterwards, and pick fome 
out, which are frequently found to 
have folid gold fixed in them. 

*¢ Thefe are the cultomary tranf- 
actions, and occupations of Gipiies, 


in the different countries, and ftates 
of Europe. People muft not ina. 
gine, that their fmiths fhops are 
continually refounding with the 
hammer, or that thofe of other pro. 
fefhons, are fo attentive to their 
callings, are to provide even a daily 
fublittence ; not to think of acom. 
fortable maintenance. Their Jazi- 
nefs, on the contrary, makes fo 
many idle hours in the dav, that 
their family 1s eiten reduced to the 
ereateft ditrefs ; for which reafon, 
begging or ttealing, are by far more 
common methods, than diligence 
and affiduous application to butinefs, 
for quieting their hunger. If you 
except foldiers, who are kept in or- 
der by the d.fcipline of ihe corporal, 
with fome of the Trantilvanian 
goldwafhers, who apply to mufe, 
and living feparate from their own 
cait, ia conttant habits of intercourfe 
with people of a better fort, have 
thereby. acquired more civilized’ 
manners, afd learned the diflince 
tion, if not Leuween right and wrong, 
at leatt between focial honour and 
difvrace, the reuinder are in the 
moft ualunited fenfe, arrant thieves. 
They feem only to mike a pretence 
of working, in order the better to 
carry on their thieving, as the arti- 
cles which théy prepare for fale, in 
the cities and vil'ages, furnifl) an 
excellent blind, for fneaking into 
houfes, to pry where there 1s any 
thing which they may appropria‘e 
to themfelves. This kind of artilice 
is particlarly the province of the 
women, who have always been recs 
koned more dextrous than the men, 
in the art of ftealing. ‘They com- 
monly take children with them, 
which are tutored, to remain be- 
hind, in the outer part of the houfe, 
to purloin what they can, while the 
mother is negociating in the cham- 
ber. It is generally the women’s 
office, to make away with the boor’s 
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geefe and fowls, when they are to 
he found in a convenient place. 
If the creature makes a noife when 
feized, it is killed and dreffed tor 
the confumption of the family, bur 
if, by chance, it thould have ttrayed 
fofar, from the village, that its cry- 
ing cannot give any alarm, they keep 
it alive, to fellac the next market 
town. Winter is the time when the 
women generally are moft called 
upon to try their fkill in this way : 
during that feafon, many of the 
men remain in their hurts, fending 
the women abroad toforage. “They 
go about under the dijguife of beg- 
gars, in a very {feientific manner, 
and commonly carry with them a 
couple of chiidren, miferably ex- 
pofed to the cold and troft; one of 
thefe is led in the hand, the other 
tied in a cloth to the woman’s bivky 
in order to excite coniftaflion, in 


well difpofed people. They alfo 
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tell fortunes, and inpofe on the cree 
dulous with amulets. Befides all 
this, they feldom return to their 
hufbands without fome _ pilfered 
booty. Many writers confine the 
thetts of Gipties to fmall matters, 
and will not allow that they are 
ever guilty of violevce. This is 
not only denied by the teltimony 
of others, but abfolutely contra- 
dicted by fome recent inftances. 
It is true that, on account of their 
natural timidity, they do not like 
to commita robbery, which appears 
to be attended with great danger, 
nor oiten break open houfes by 
night, as other thieves do: they 
rather content themfelves with fmall 
matters, than, as they think, def. 
troy themfelves at once by a great 
and dangerous action. Yet we have 
more than one proof, that they make 
no fcruple to murder a craveller, or 
plunder cities and villages.” 
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{ From the Third Volume of Baron Riesseck’s Travels through Germany.) 


as HE peculiar turn of the 
Germans feems to be for 
philofophy ; they are diftinguifhed 
from all the nations in Europe, tor 
cool and juft judgment, united with 
extreme indultry ; they were the 
firit who threw a light on mathema- 
tics and general phylics; next they 
darted through theology; then hif- 
tory, and finally, legiflation, with 
the fame philofophical fpirit. — 
They will do well to leave to other 
nations the prize of wit, for which 
they will always contend in vain. 

** It Germany could make itfelf 
One great people; if it was united 
under one governor ; if the prefent 
satercits of a finzle prince were not 


often in oppofition to the good of 
the whole ; i! all the members were 
fo well compacted into one body, 
that the fuperfluous fap of the one 
could circulate and invigorate the 
reft, what much greater tleps towards 
cultivation would the empire then 
make! But then Germany would 
give laws to all Europe. How 
powerful, as things ‘even now are, 
are the two houfes of Auttria and 
Brandenburg, the greatnefs of whofe 
ftreneth confifts in their German 
pofleflions, and who yet neither 
poffefs the half nor even the bett 
parts of the country. Conceive this 
country in fuch a fituation as that 
no burthenfome excife fhould op- 
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prefs the internal commerce of the 
different provinees; no cuftoms 
fhould prohibit experts all over the 
world; in fuch a fituation as that 
the immenfe fums that it gives for 
outlaucilh commodities, which irfelf 
can turnifh, fhould be fpared—or 
that it could become a raval power, 
tor which it has fuch ports and fuch 
plenty of provifions, that it could 
iticif employ the numerous colonies 
it fends out to the reft of Europe :— 
convene this—what country tn the 
world could then cope with Ger- 
many ? 

*¢ The charafer of men depends 
for the mott part on their govern- 
ment. ‘The character of the Ger- 
mans has in general as little bril- 
hancy in it as the conflitution of the 
empire; they have none of the na- 
tional pride and parriotifm by which 
the Britons, Spaniards, and our 
own countrymen are diftinguifhed ; 
fond as cheir poets have been, for 
fome time palt, of alcribing thefe 
qualities to them. ‘Their pride and 
patriqric fentiments only extend to 
the part of Germany in which they 
are horn; to the relt of their coun- 
tryinen they are ftrange as to any 
ftrangers, nay, in feveral parts of 
Germany, they are much fonder of 
ftrangers than they are of their own 
countrymen. It is the fenfe of 
weaknefs ot the lefler powers of 
Germany which damps their natio- 
nal pride; it is only becaufe Ger- 
many cannot ufe its power altoge- 
ther, and that other nations teel 
their ftrength, that it has been def- 
pifed by the inhabitants of other 
countries, who yet have nothing to 


hoaft above it, fave a fafler bond of 
union among themfelves, or a rig). 
culous pride. We feldom judge of 
men of their inner worth, fo much 
as trom the external appearance they 
make in the world. We eitimare 
the Ruidlians, Englith, &c. accord. 
ing to the idea we have taken up of 
the whole nation ; and though the 
individual may happen to be, as he 
often Is, ten times more barbarous 
than a German, we give him credit 
for the tame and worth of his iliuf, 
trious countrymen, 

‘* Though the character of the 
Germans be not fo brilliant as thatof 
other nations, ftill it is not dettitute 
of its peculiar excellencies. The 
German is the man of the world, 
He lives under every fky, and con- 
quers every natural obttacle to his 
bappinefs, His induftry is inex. 
hauftible. Poland, Hungary, Ruf. 
fia, the Englith and Dutch colonies, 
are much indebted to German emi- 
grants. Even the firft ftates in 
Europe owe to Germany great part 
of their knowledge, Rectitude is 
alfo an almott univerfal charadter- 
iflic ot the people of this country ; 
nor are the manners of the peafants 
and thofe of the inhabitants of the 
lefler cities, by any means fo cor+ 
rupt as thofe of France and other 
countries; it is owing to this that, 
notwithftanding the great emigra- 
tions, the country is fill fo well 
peopled. To conclude, frugality 
on the fide of the Proteitants, and 
franknefs and goodheartednefs on 
the fide of the Catholics, are bri}, 
liant national characterilics.”” 
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CHARACTERISTIC PICTURE of the BAVARIANS. 


{From the Firit Volume of the fame Work.] 


“ Piéture of the Bavarian 

character and manners by 
Hogarth, would be extremely in- 
rereiting. Great fingularity of cha- 
racter is often to be met with in 
England ; but what Bavaria offers 
exceeds any thing to be feen elfe- 
where. You know 1am no painter; 
fo if I endeavour to point out to 
you the peculiarities et Bavaria in 
the abftract, my deferiptions will 
have none of that life and exprefion 
which diftinguith Hogarth’s groups, 
or Shakefpeare’s fcene : however I 
will do my endeavour. 

“ To proceed methodically—for 
you-cannot conceive what a method 
iticks to me én all I do, fince I have 
breathed the air of Germany—I 
fhall anatomize the body of the Ba- 
varian, before I proceed to the ana- 
ivfis of his mind. In general the 
Bavarian: is ftout bodied, mufeular, 
and fiefhy. There are, however, 
fome {lender ple among them 
who may pafs for hanidfome. They 
are f mething lefs rofy cheeked than 
the Suabians, a difference probably 
arifing from their drinking beer in- 
ftead of wine; as the others do. 

“« The charaéteriftic of a Bava- 
rian is a very round head, a little 
peaked chin, a large belly, and a 
- complexion. Many of them 
ook like caricatures of man. They 
have great fat bellies, fhort clubbed 
feet, narrow fhoulders, a thick round 
head, and fhoit necks, They are 
heavy and aukward in their carriage, 
and their fmall eyes betray a great 
deal of roguery. The women, in 
general, are fome of the moft beau- 
tiful creatures in the world. They 
are indeed fomething grofs, but their 


fkin furpaffes all the carnation ever 
ufed by painters: the purett lily 
white is foftly tinged with purple, 
as if by the hands of the graces. I 
faw fome peafant girls with fuch 
clear complexions, that they ap- 
peared quite tranfparent. They are 
well fhaped, and more lively and 
graceful in their geftures than the 
men. 

*¢ Tn the capital they drefs in the 
French flyle, or at leatt imagine 
that they do fo, for the men are 
fill too fond of gold and mixed co- 
lours. The country people drefs 
without any tafle at all. The chief 
ornament of the men is along, broad 
wailtcoat, ftrangely embroidered, 
from which their breeches hang 
very low and loofe, probably to 
give free play to their bellies, which 
1s the chief part of a Bavarian. The 
women difguife themfelves with a 
fort of ftays in thefhape of a funnel, 
which cover the breaft and fhoul- 
ders, fo as to hide the whole neck, 
This {tiff drefs is covered with fil- 
ver beads, and thickly overlaid with 
filver chains. In many places the 
houfewife has a bunch of keys, and 
a knife appendant to a girdle, which 
reach almoft to the ground. 

** Asto the characters and man. 
ners of the Bavarians, the inhabi- 
tunts of the capitel naturally differ 
very much from the country people. 
The character of the inhabitants of « 
Munich is a riddle to me, and 
would remain fo if I wereto flay 
here many years. | believe, indeed, 
that it may be truly faid, that they 
have no character at all. Their 
manners are corrupt, as muft be the 
cafe with forty thoufand men who 
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depend intirely on a court, and for 
the moft part go idle at its expence. 
‘+ Amongft the great nobles you 
meet here, as well as clfewhere, 
with very well bred, and polite 
people; but the people, taking the 
word in its full extent, are in an 
cminent degree deftit ute of any fente 
of honour, without education, with 
out any activity for the ilate, attache 
ment to the country, or generous 
feeling whatever. ‘The foriunes of 
this place are from 1500 to three 


or four thoufand pounds per annum, 


but the poffeffors know no other ule 
of their money, than to fpend ir in 
fenfual gratifications. Many good 
houfes have been entirely ruined by 
play. The fathionable game at the 
court was formerly called xcvicken, 
or pinch; but fince Hombefch, the 
minitier of finance, has pinched their 
falaries fo confoundedly, they call it 
Hombc{ch. Many of the court la- 
dies know of no other employment 
than playing with their parrots, their 
dogs, or their cats. One of the 
principal ladies whom I am acquaint- 


ed with, keeps a hall full of cats,. 


and two or three maids to attend 
them: fhe converles half the day 
long with them, often ferves them 
hericlt with coffee and fugar, and 
dreffes them according to her fancy 
differently every day. 

“ The fmall nobles, and. fer- 
vants of the court, have a pitiable 
pailion for titles, Bcfore the pre- 
fent elector came here, the place 
fwarmed with exceliencies, honour- 
able, and. right honourable. As 
this was not the cuftom at Man- 
heim, an order was made to afcer- 
tain the different, ranks of. noblefle. 
All thofe whom it deprived of exe 
cellency, honourable, &c. avd par- 
ycularly, (would you think it?) the 
women, were funk in defpair, and 
for the firft time, complaints were 
made of tyranny, of which none 


before feemed to have any concep. 
f10n. 

“ The remainder of the inhabi. 
tants are Imimeried w the moft fean. 
dalous debauc hery. Every night the 
fireets re-echo with the noife of 
drunkards iflumg from the ny 
merous taverns where they have 
been revelling and dancing. Who. 
ever is at all noble here mug 
keep his miftrefs ; the ret indulge 
ia ‘promifcuous love. In this ref. 
pect things are not much better ip 
the country. 

‘* Bavaria, indeed, well deferves 
the character given it by an officer 
of Gafcony, of being the greased 
brothel in the world, 

‘* ‘The country people are ex. 
tremely duty. A few miles diftang 
from the capital, one would hardly 
take the hovels of the peafants for 
the habitations of men. Many of 
them have large puddles before the 
door of their houfes, and are obliged 
to ftep over planks into them. The 
thatched roots of the country people, 
in many parts of France, have a 
much better appearance, than the 
miferable huts of the Bavarian pea. 
fants; the roots of which are cover. 
ed with ftones, in order that the 
flates may not be carried away by 
the wind. Mean as this looks, cheap 
as nails are in the county, and 
often as halt the roofs are torn away 
by ftrong winds, yet cannot the 
rich farmer be perfuaded to. nail 
his fhingles properly together. In 
fhort, from the court to the fmallef 
cottage, indolence is the mott pre- 
dominant part of the character. of 
the Bavarian, 

** This great indolence is con- 
trafted, in.an extraordinary manner, 
with a flill higher degree of bigotry. 
I happened to firoll into a dark, 
black country beer-houfe, filled with 
clouds of tobacco, and on entering 
was almoft. ftunned with the - 
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ofthe drinkers. By degrees, how- 
ever, my eyes penecrated through 
the thick vapours, when I difcus er 
ed the prieft of the plaice in the 
middle of fittcen or twenty drunken 
fellows. His black coat was juft as 
much bedaubed as the frocks of his 
fock, and like the reit of them, he 
had cards in his lett hand, which 
he firuck fo forcibly on the dirty 
table, that the whole chamber 
yembied. At firft, I was thocked 
at the violent abufe they gave each 
other, and thought they were quar- 
relling; bur foon found that all 
the blackguard appellations which 
{fhocked me, were only modes of 
friendly falutation among them. 
Frery one of them had now drank 
his ix or eight pots of beer, and 
they delired the landlord to give 
esch a dram of brandy, by way, 
they faid, of locking the ftomach. 
But now their good. humour depart- 
ed, and I prefently faw, in all their 
looks and geftures, the moft ferious 
preparation for, a fray. ' This at 
length broke out. At frit, the prieft 
took vain pains to fupprefs it. He 
fwore and roared at laft as much as 
the reit. Now one feized a pot 
and threw it at his adverfary’s head, 
another clenched his fift, a third, 
pulled the legs from a fiool to knock 
his enemy on the head. Every 
thing, in fhort, feemed to f{pesk 
blood and death; when on the 
tinging ot the bell for evening 
prayer, ‘ Ave Maria yea!” cried 
the prielt, and down dropped their 
arms, they pulled off their bonnets, 
folded their hands, and repeated 
their Ave Marias. It put me in 
wind of the adventure in Don 
Quixote, where peace is fuddenly 
refiored in the great fray, on ace 
count of the helmer of Mambrino, 
and the afs’s collar, by the recollec- 
tion of what paffed in the Agra- 
Mantine camp. As foon, however, 


as prayers were over, thev were all 
feized again with their tormer fury, 
which was the more violent, from 
the momentary interruption it bad 
met with. Pots and glafles began 
to fly. 1 obterved the curate creep 
under the table for fecurity, and I 
withdrew ino the landlord’s bed- 
chamber. 

‘** The fame fcenes occur in the 
inland towns among the citizens, 
ofhcers, clergymen, and fhudents. 
They all falute each other with 
abufive language ; all vie in hard 
drinking ; and clofe toevery church, 
which are icarce lefs than 28,700, 
there is regularly a beer-houfe and 
a brothel. A thudent at the unis 
verfity of Ingolitadt mutt carry a 
thick cudgel, and wear a neat cut 
har; he mutt be able to drink.from 
eight to ten quarts of beer at a fit- 
ting, and be always. ready to fight 
right or wrong, with the officers of 
the garrijon that is quartered there. 
You may fuppofe that this does not 
tend to ratte the reputation of the 
vniverhity, which is, indeed, but 
thinly vitited, though the profefiors 
are able men, and do their dury, 
although a proclamation came out 
fome years ince, to forbid any Ba- 
vatian from iludying out of the 
country, 

** No pen can. deicribe the ridi- 
culous mixtures of. debauchery and 
devotion which every day happen. 
The moft notorious is that which 
took place in the church of Se, 
Mary, Octtingen, a few years fince, 
when a prieht actually deflowered a 
girl whow he. had jong purfued, 
and could only make a prize of 
there before the altar of the Vir- 
gine 

‘* The country people join to 
their indelence and devogion a cer- 
tain ferocity of temper, which often 
gives rife to bloody fcenes. When 
they mean to praile a church ‘ioli- 
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day, or fome public feftival which 
has lately becn kept, they fay, — 
fuch a one was a charming affair ; 
there were fix or cight people kill- 
ed or madecripples at it. If nothing 
of this kind has been done, it is call- 
ed a mere nothing, a fiddle-faddle 
bufinefs. In the laftcentury, and the 
beginning ef this, the Bavariantroops 
maintained the firft reputation a- 
mong the German forces. At the 
battle of Hockftedt, they kept their 
ground and imagined themfelves 
victors, till the eleétor who led 
them was informed that the French 
had given way in the other wirg. 
Under Tilly and Merci they like- 
wife did wonders; but fince the 
time of thefe generals, military 
Gifciplive has fo far relaxed amongit 
them, that they are no longer fol- 
diers. Indeed no people can fhew 
more abhorrence to every thing 
which is called difcipline and or- 
der, than the Bavarians do. ‘They 
might, however, ftill be ufeful as 
freebooters, whofe robberies and all 
irregularities are more pardonable 
than thofe of regular troops, There 
are bands of robbers about, which 
are one thoufand men firong, and 
would undoubtedly make good ra- 
vaging parties in time of war, 
There have been inftances of their 
fighting againft the military, under 
bold leaders, to the very laft man. 
But the pooreft peafant confiders it 
as a hardfhip to be drafted into the 
regular troops of his prince. 

‘¢ The inhabitants of the capi- 
tal, on the other hand, are the 
moft weak, timid, and fubfervient 
people in the world. They have 
no quicknefs of parts at all, and 
you will feek in vain in the town 
tor that liberty, which fometimes 
indeed degenerates into coarfenefs 
of manners, but is fill the moft a- 
greeable qrait in the character of 


the country people. Under the 
lat government, while the people 
of Munich were crouching y 
a defpotic minifter, and only vep. 
tured to murmur in feeret, the 
country people difcovered their dif. 
content with a freedom which threat. 
ened dangerous confequences. At 
the fame time, an unbounded and 
inexpreffible love for their prince 
prevailed on them to pull down the 
inclufures of their fields at the 
command of the matter of the 
hounds, in order that the game 
might pafture there. They fpake 
with raptures of the amiable quali 
tics of their lord; indeed they did 
not pafs over his faults, but tried 
to excufe him for them, and load. 
ed his fervants, without referve, 
with their heavieft curfes, and thus 
gave every itranger a juft idea of 
the court, while the inhabitants of 
the town, in the dedicatory ad. 
dreffes of books and poems, extol. 
led the tyrants of the land to hea- 
ven. The country people judge 
as impartially of the prefent go- 
vernment. I fhould not, however, 
have obtained any account of the 
prince or his fervants, if I had 
not got acquainted with fome fos 
reign artiits belonging to the court, 
who were more interefted in the 
ftate of them both than the natives, 
who were infatuated with their 
beer pots, Every fhoe-black in 
Paris knows all the great people of 
the court, pries into their private 
life as well as their politics, and 
condemns or approves at difcre- 
tion; but here you meet with 
many court-counfellors and fecres 
taries, who know nothing of the 
great pecple, except their names, 
To conclude, the unadulterated Ba- 
varian peafant is gruff, fat, dirty, 
lazy, drunken, and undifciplined ; 
but he is brave, ceconomical, patri- 
Olly 
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etic, and fuch a flave to his word, 
that when it has once been given 
itis never broke. As to his hatred 
of reguiar difcipline, it is partly 
owing to the difcouragement thrown 
upon the military way of life by 
the clergy, and partly to there be- 
ing no provifion for difabled fol- 
dicts. Something too arifes from 


the prince’s not being military ; 
for in the year 1778, when the 
imperial troops were recruiting at 
Straubingen, and carried about with 
them a pifture of the emperor in 
his uniform, many of the natives 
immediately enlifted on hearing that 
the emperor was a foldier,” 
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C RITICI-<«S M, 


Of th GREEK COMPOSITION, 


(From the Fourth Volume, on the Origin and Progrefs of Languages.) 


8 Come now to fprak of com- 

pofition in Greek, the moft 
material thing in every language, 
and for the fake of which all the ret 
of the grammatical art is intended, 
It is almoit needlefs to obferve that 
by compofition here I mean not that 
compofition by which fingle words 
are formed, of which I have already 
treated, but that compofition by 
which words are put together in fen- 
tences; as to which, I have already 
obferved, that the chief beauty of 
it is variety ; for, if it were always 
the fame, though ever fo beautiful, 
it would foon become difgufting. 
Now, the Greek language, expreti- 
ing all the various connections of 
words by flexion, particularly by 
genders, numbers, and cafes, ad- 
mits of a wonderful variety of ar- 
rangement, in fo much, that it is 
only indeclinabke words that require 
to be connected by juxta-pofition. 
In this way, not only the ear muft 
be greatly pleafed, but I think I 
have fhowo, that, by the polition 
of emphatical words in certain paris 
of the fenteace, the fenfe is convey 
ed more forcibly than it could be 
otherwife; and, as the meaning, 


where the compofition is in periods 
or long fentences, cannot be divided 
and taken feparately, but mutt be 
apprehended altogether or not at all, 
it is evident that the fenfe in th.t 
way comes upon the mind move 
clofe and embodied, as it were, and 
confequently more forcibly than 
when broken down, and fritered 
into fmall pieces. 

This compofition, fo various, 
and fo different from our uniform 
compofition, and which, therefore, 
appears to us unnatural, is no doubt 
at firft difficult to the young begin- 
ner, both in Greek and Lana, 
But it is furprifing how foon it 
becomes eafy to us, and even 
familiar ; and, at laft we defpile 
every other kind of compofition ; 
which is the reafon why the learned, 
after the reftoration of learning, 
and for more than one hundred 
years after that, fcorned to write in 
their vernacular language, which 
they confidered to be fit only for 
Servants or flaves, as the word de- 
notes; but they wrote in Jatin 
(fometimes in Greek), and cone 
verfed in Latin with one another. 
In Germany, they fill write im 
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Latin upon any learned fubject, 
though the Latin be not fo good as 
might be wifhed. For my own 
rt, if L could wrive in Latin as 
well as fome of the fcholars in Eng- 
land, and particularly my triend 
fr George Baker phyficiun in Lon- 
don, writing, as 1 do, not for the 
sulyar, 1 would never write in Eng- 
ji, Of in any modern language. 
When I was at a foreign univertiry 
many years ago, I was in the habit 
et both {peaking and writing Latin, 
and could do it tolerably well; but 
this faculty I have vow lott, and I 
em too old, much too old, to re- 
cover it—But to return to the fub- 
ject. 

" «4 Thefe long periods in Greek 
or Latin, fo artiticially arranged, 
and confitling of feveral members, 
various not only in the ftructure of 
the words but in the matter, (which 
fhould be the cafe of every long 
period well compofed,) if they be 
por well read, with a proper varia- 
tion of tone fuitabletothe difference 
of matter, will not be iptelligible 
even to the moft learned ears. But 
this very change of tone, at the 
fame time that it makes the fenfe 
quite clear and diftinét, gives a 
beautiful variety to the pronuncia- 
tion, as we mult be fenfible from 
hearing well read the periods of 
Demoithenes or Milton. 

“ There is one thing remaining 
to he fpoken to, which, in my ap- 
prehenlion, gave.2s great a flow to 
the Greek compofition as any thing 
I have hitherto mentioned, and 
made them fpeak ore rotundo, more 
than any other people in the world. 
Wiatl mean, is the ufe of fo many 
particles, or little words, more by 
tar than are to be found, I believe, 
in any other language in the world. 
By the flexion ot nouns, adjectives, 
and verbs, words are conneéted to- 
gether; but by chefe partickes the 
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fenfe is conne&ted, fo that we know 
what is to follow by what goes be- 
fore, and there is no gap or inter- 
val in the fumen orationis, any 
more than in a natural ftream. Thus, 
when a wer goes before, we are fure 
that fomerhing is to follow that has 
the relation of oppofition to the 
thing preceding, and which is mark- 
ed by the correfpondent particle d ; 
and, when a rs goes before, we are 
fure another conyun¢tion is to follow, 
joining the fubfequent thing to the 
preceding. The particle & gives 
an emphafis to what follows, which 
we can hardly exprefs in Englith 
even by a circumlocution, 

The particle ro: ferves a like pute 
pofe of raifing the attention, though 
I think not fo emphatically as a. 
It is the Dorick of coi, and anfwers 
to the Latin #/4/, which is afed by 
Lucretius in the fame fenfe, where 
he fays, 


His tibi me rebus quedam divina vo- 
luptas 
Percipit atque horror, —— 


** Ov» I uoderftand to be a parti- 
cle which connects in the way of 
reafoning what follows with what 
goes betore, importing that the one 
is a contequence of the other. 

‘© Ts appears to me to be a limit- 
ing particle, reftricting the generalie 
ty of the word or propotttion te 
which it is applied. ‘Thus, the 
meaning of that common expreffion, 
aos yt oxts, ity I at leaf “oe y- 
ewhatever ot/ers may think; and it 
may generally be rendered by a 
leaft in Englifh. 

** As the Greeks compound other 
words, fo they compound thofe par- 
ticles, and they fav, tvtos Tovyapour, 
&c. all which, I am perfuaded, 
have a meaning, but which ft is 
very difficult to exprefs in Englith 
or in any other language. And this 
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has inclined many to believe that 
the greater part of them had no 
meaning at all, bur were emploved 
mercly to give a greater flow to the 
compolition, Bat, though they 
certainly have that effect, I cannot 
believe that a people of {fo correcta 
taille as the Greeks would employ 
words, and fo many of them too, 
merely for the fake of the found, 
without any meaning, efpecially in 
their profe compotitions, and in 
their orations, where they were 
fpeaking to the people upon butinets 
of the greateft importance. The 
learned world, theretore, I think, 
are much obliged to the German 
profefior Hoegenville, who has en- 
deavoured, and I think for the 


greater part fuccefsfully, to give a 
meaning toevery one of them. 

** Being obliged, for the reafon 
I have mentioned, to write in En- 
glifh, it often grieves me that I can- 
not yive, both to my words and 
matter, the connection which the 


Greeks give by the means of theie 
particles, fo that my fentences, do 
what I can, are often as much'un- 
connected, as if there were no con- 
nection in the matter. 

«© Ij what I have faid of the 
Greek compotition be true, how 
wonderful mutt the orations of De- 
mofthenes have been, fpoken by 
himtclf, with all the graces of ac- 
tion and pronunciation? For, be- 
fides his action, ip which he is al- 
lowed to have excelled, what plea- 
fure to the car muft have given the 
melody and rhythm of his lan- 
guage, both much ftudied by bim 
—the variety «lfo of his artificial ar- 
rangement, his periods divided into 
members of difierent lengths, and 
containing matter of different kinds, 
and which, therefore, muit have 
been fpoken, as I have obferved, 
with changes of tone—his flile too, 
adoracd with figures very dufercut 
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from the figures now ufed, whick 
ftick out of the work and alter quite 
the colour of the ftile, fuch as ex 
clamation, Much uted even by Cice- 
ro, and iuch as epithets which are 
the dittinguithing characteritlic of 
the poetic file, but of which the 
fiile of Demoithenes is almoft en. 
tirely free, (for | have read whole 
orations ot his, where there is net 
a tingle epither), the figures he ules 
being fuch as efcape the attention 
of the unlearned, and, though the 
learned perceive that they give an 
unufual caft to the flile, yer they 
do not know what name to give 
them ?—When I contider li thef 
things, I fy again that the orations 
of Demoithenes, pronounced by 
himfelf, not read even by Efchines, 
who, as he was a very good plead. 
er, I fuppofe, was alfo a good rea 
der, muit have been a mott wonder. 
ful thing, and of beauty fo tranf- 
cendent, that we cannot have any 
idea of it; or, if we could form an 
idea of it, we fhould not be able to 
imitate it, even in writing, much 
lefs in fpeaking, not having the 
materials upon which he wrought. 
In other arts, fuch as ttatuary, 
though we have the materials, yet 
all connoifieurs acknowledge that 
no modern artilt has equalled the 
beauty of the antient Greek ftatues; 
bur, when a modern language is 
the materials upon which the writ 
ing artift muft work, it is by nature 
impotlible to equal the beauty of 
the Greck compolition, as impofli- 
ble as it would be to build a fine 
palace of rough unhewn pebbles. 
“Though Demofthenes exceeded, 
I believe, all the men of his age in 
the art of pronunciation, yet aa 
oration muft firft be well compofed, 
before any pronunciation can make 
it pleafe a man of fente and tafle. 
Now; we know that Demofthenes 
applied as much to compolition 
’ te 
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t0 pronunciation ; and, as a model 
of compofition, he ftudied the au- 
thors before him, particularly Thu- 
cydides, whom it is faid he tranf- 
cribed eight times with his own 
hand; but he has thown wonderful 
judgment in the imitation of him, 
Yor he has avoided his perplexed 
and involved periods, fo much 
crouded with matter, that he was 
reckoned an obicure writer in the 
tine of Dienyfius the Halicarnaffi- 
an, and, I believe, even when he 
wrote himfelf; nor do I think that 
Demotthenes could have been un- 
derftood, even by the people of 
Athens, fenfible and acute as they 


of HISTORY. {or} 
were, if he had fpoken to them in 
the file of Thucydides ; but he has 
imitated him with fo much difcre- 
tion, that, though he has diverfi- 
fied his ftile by figures without 
name or number, yet he has not 
crouded them together fo much as 
Thucydides has done; (for a ftile 
may be too much varied as well as 
too much the fame); neverthelefs 
his ftile, fuch as it is, is fo much 
varied, and fo artificial, that he was 
not well received at firlt by the 
people, I fuppole becaufe they did 
not perfectly underftand him, till 
he had learned the'art of proaoun- 
cing his own periods.” 
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{From the fame Work. ] 


AM now to treat of the file 

of hiitory, according to the 
order 1 propofed to follow in this 
work. By hiftory I mean not the 
hiftory of flies or reptiles or of 
other animals, commonly called 
natural hittory ; but the hiftory of 
mar, and not of particular men, 
but of nations: for I diftinguifh 
betwixt biography and hiltory, as 
I diftinguifh betwixt an individual 
and the nation of which he makes a 
part. 

‘* That the ftile of hiftory ought 
to be different frei the ttile of con- 
verfation or dialogue, of which I 
have already treated, or from the 
didaftic, the rhetorical, and poeti- 
cal, of which I am to treat, muft 
be evident at firft fight: and I am 
now to flow wherein that difference 
confifts, 

* As the fubje&, or matter treat- 
ed of, is principal in every work, 
the tile ought to be fuitabie to it. 
Now, the fubject of hiftory, is the 
1°87. 
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narrative of the tranfactions of a 
nation. Whatever therefore in 
hiitory is not narrative, muft be 
confidered as not principal, bue 
only epifodical; and if the epifodes 
are too long, or not belonging to 
the principal fubjeét, and arifing 
naturally out of it, the work is in 
that refpect faulty. The queftion 
therefore is, what epifodes are pro- 
per for hiftory? How frequent? 
And how long continued ? 

* In the firit place, I think it is 
evident, that philofophical reflec- 
tions upon government, or political 
differtations, are not the proper bu- 
finefs of hiltory, which, no doubr, 
furnifhes a text for them; but it is 
not the bufinefs of the hiftorian to 
be the commentator upon that text. 
This he ought to leave to the rea- 
der; and all that he has to do, is 
to give him a text exa€tand cones, 
I therefore take upon me to cone 
demn all digreffions of that kind, 
efpecially when they rum gut to any 
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length, fuch as the political reflece 
fions of Sallaft upon the Roman 
flate, in his introduction to Cata- 
Jine’s confpiracy, OF his philofophical 
cbfervations of human aature, in 
his preface to his Jugurthine <var ; 
both which might have beet pro- 
per, if he had been writing a fyttem 
of morals or politic:, or might have 
been more excufable, if he had been 
writing a general hiftory of the Ro- 
man ftate, ‘but, I think, are very fo- 
reign to the hiftory of fingle events 
in a nation, fuch as the confpiracy 
ot Cataline, or the war of Jugurtha. 

*¢ But by what I have faid, I 
would not be underftood to mean, 
that the explanation of particular 
cuttoms and manners of the nation 
whofe hiftory. you write, 1s impro- 
per in hittory; but, on the con- 
trary, I think it is extremely p O- 
per; and I regret very m: ich, that 
the Roman hifiorians have not been 


at more pains to explain feveral 


things of that kind. — Their excufe 
is, that fuch explications w were qt wite 


unneceflary to thofe for whom they 
wrote, But they fhoult ! cons 
fidered, that they were wiiing for 
pofterity, and for men of-orher na- 
tions, who knew nothing of the Ro- 
man cuftoms and manners. And, 
indced, this defect in them would 
have made the Roman hifiory b ard- 
ly intelligible to Us, if it had not 
been fupplied by the Greek hiftori 
ans, particularly by the Ha licat- 
naflan and Polybius; who, writing 
for their own countrymen, have 
been at pains to inform us of m ny 
things concerning the cuftoms of th 
Romans both in peace and war, an ri 
the nature of Keie aero 
which otherwife we could not hay 
unde: flood. Ir appears, therefore, 
that bittory m ay have fomething of 
the dida@iic file in if, 
© Bat what. fhall we fay of the 
rhetorical ftile, I mean the flile of 


ave 
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the fpeeches in the antient hiflories ? 
Are they foreign to the fubject ? 
And I fay they are not, bur, on the 
contrary, very proper; for they 
not only vary the ftile mott agrec. 
ably, and relieve the reade; Fron 
the dif, vult of hearing nothing but 
lacts, without reafon or argument 3 
but they are a part, and a “Materia 
pan of the hiftery of nations, 
where the public bufinefs was carried 
on chiefly by fpeaking; for, in 
fuch a nation, the fpeeches are to 
be confidered as marers of fa& - 
and accordingly Thuevdides tells 
us, that the {peeches he has viven ué, 
many and long as they are, were 
really fpoken, at lewft in fubftance, 
he himtelf having heard them, or 
being informed by them who heard 
them. And, even where the hifto. 
rian could have no fuch knowledge, 
which is the cafe of Livy and the 
Lalicarnathan, with ri fpect to the 
{peeches which they put into the 
mouths of the perionages of the 
firft aves of the Roman ftate; yer, 
as we are fre that pu ihhie bufinefs 
was then carried on by fpe aking, 
as well as in later times, they are 
not at ali improper, more efpecially 
as they give the hittorian an oppor- 
tunity of explainin « the counfels 
and motives of actions, without di. 
greffing or letting his ftory ftand 
fiill. Such fpeeches, rherctore, are 
not to be conlideted as ep'fodes, but 
as parts, not ornamental merely, 
burt very ufetul, of the hiftory. 
And here the author has an 
opportunity of bringing into his 
work, without violating the rules 
of hiftory, political, and even phi- 
lofophi: cal "refled tions, and likewrfe 
a ood deal of the hitto ry of other 
nations, by way of exam; ple, and of 
the fame nation in mo: eantient times. 
*¢ And it appears, that hiftory is 
a moft pleafant and various com 
pofition, taking in not only the nat- 
racive 
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-stive but thedidactic and rhetori- 
cal ftiles, andeven fomething of the 
philofophy of morals and politics, 
torether with examples frem the 
hiitory of other nations and of other 
gimes. 

‘¢ It remains therefore only to 
be inquired, whether hiftory does 
not partake of the poetical ftile, as 
well as ot the other ftiles I have 
meationed: and | fay it does not; 
and that hiitory is as different from 
poetry, as it is from painting; for, 
as Horace fays, uti pidura poofis. 
And the chiet difference betwixt 
poetry and painting is the infirw- 
ment of uNiation, painting imutat- 
ing by lines and colours, poetry by 
words. And hence comes the dif. 
ference betwixt the ftile of poetry 
and hiftory. One of the chief ‘cha- 


r.cteritlics of the poetical ttile is 
epithets, by which’the object is-re- 
prefented to the imagination, as it 
is by painting to the eyes; and it 
is tor this reajon, that Homer a- 
bounds to very much in epithets, 
bettowing them not only on pertons, 


but on things; and even the moft 
common things, fuch as earth and 
water, which in that manner may 
be painted or reprefented to the 
imagination in poetry, as to the eye 
in painting. But in hiflory, even 
perfons the moit Hluftrious, ought 
not to be deicribed in that way; 1 
condemn therefore in hiftory the 
deligning perions by epithets, fuch 
as the brave prince, the gallant war- 
rier, the Poe goa Sage, and the 
like; though 1 know fuch expreffi- 
ons are reckoned ornaments of the 
hiftorical {tile by thofe who cannot 
make the proper diftinétion betwixt 
the ttile of poetry and of hiftory. 
And as to sAings, I fay there ought 
never an adjective to be applied to 
any {ubftantive, merely for the fake 
ot adorning it, or exciting any paf- 
hon in us, which is the proper de- 
Battion of an epithet, but only for 
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the purpofe of narrative or argu. 
ment. Then there is the ule of fi. 
milies, by which a thing that may 
not be fo confpicuous in itfelf, is 
made more confpicuous by convpari- 
fon with another thing. This fi- 
gure very much orvaments the itile, 
by deferiptions of beauriful things 
in nature, or art: and accordingly 
the fimilies of Homer are the moit 
ornamented parts of his poems: 
Then there is the frequene ufe of 
metaphors in poetry, which are 
fhort fimilies: and, lafily, there id 
a particular and a minute defcrip- 
tion of things, called by the antient 
critics daterack, by which things 
are fo circunftantially and accuratés 
ly detcribed, that 4 painter may res 
prefent them in coldurs, by exactly 
copying the defcription given of 
them. Of this kind are many de- 
feriptions in Homer, and particu- 
lariy one in the Odpiigy; where he 
paints as much, as is poflible for 
words to do, an évenr moft interett- 
ing, as all of the kind in poetry 
ate; I mean the difcevery of Ulyt+ 
fes by his old nurfe, when fhe was 
wafhing his feety an event upon 
which his wholé fortune and the 
eataftrophe of the poem depended. 
Now, fuch painting does not be- 
long even to oratory, as I have elfeé 
where thown, but mach lefs to hifs 
tory. The réafon of which is, 
that the chief end of poetiy'is to 
move -the patlivas; whereas, the 
bufinefs of hiftory is to infrucét by 
a faithful narrative, accurate and 
circumftantiat enough to make the 
things be perceived by the under. 
ftanding, but not fo minute, or fo 
much colouféd, as‘to make them 
an object of thé imagination. Such 
being therefore thedrfference betwixt 
poetry ahd hiftory, I blame the file 
of every hiftory which abounds with 
epithets and fimilies, or ‘makes 
much ufe of metaphors that are not 
common in the language, or which 
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by a particular defcription of things, 
applies itfelt tothe imagination and 
pafiions. 

The ftile of hiftory, as well as 
every other ttile, confiits of two 
things, the choxe of words, and 
the compofition of thefe words: 
The laft of which is acknowledyed 
by all the maflers of the art to be 
the moft difficult part, as well as 
that which gives the greateft beauty 
to ftile, when well executed. As 
to the choice of words in hiftory, 
they fhould be all the common 
words of the language, but of the 
beit kind, that is, fuch as are ufed 
by the politeft and beft educated 
men, {peaking or writing with gra- 
vity and dignity upon fubjects of 
importance. Of metaphors and 
other tropes none fhould be ufed but 
fuch as are common and familiar, 
nor any words that are obfolete and 
antiquated, In this particular, 
Salluft, as I have obferved elfe- 
where, is very faulty; for he a- 
bounds with obfolete words and 
phrafes, which are an ornament to 
poetry, if judicioully employed ; 
and, accordingly, they are much 
ufed by Homer, in whom it is not 
difficult to difcern two languages, 
the language of his own time, and 
that of times much more antient. 
And, I think, it is a very great 
beauty in the beft rhyming poetry 
we have in Englifh, I mean Mr. 
Thomfon’s Caffle of Indolence. But 
I hold them to be improper both in 
hiftory and rhetoric, or in any other 
kind of writing or fpeaking, the 
fubject of which is the ordinary af- 
fairs of life. 

“© The compofition, therefore, 
is that by which the hiftorical ftile 
is chiefly to be diftinguifhed from 
any other. How much the file in 


Greek and Latin may be varied and 
diftinguifhed from common fpeech by 
a different arrangement of the words, 
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I have more than once obferved 
in the courfe of this work. Bur] 
have alfo obferved, that the flinted 
genius of our language, fo defeétive 
in its grammar, and wanting that 
varicty of fleétion, and thofe num- 
bers and genders, by which words, 
at a diftance from one another in 
polition, are joined together in fyn- 
tax, does not admit of that beauti- 
ful variety of arrangement, which, 
at the fame time that it pleafes the 
eur, conveys the fenfe more em- 
phatically. Neither does the fim- 
ple fyntax of our language admit of 
all that variety of figures of con- 
ftruction, with which Thucydides 
has adorned his ftile fo much, that, 
as the Halicarnatlian has obferved, 
the grammarians have not names for 
them all. Thefe figures, though 
they be what the antient critics call 
conesmc Pavets, that is, having the ap- 
pearance of foleci/ms, yet, if they 
be not intemperately ufed, or fo as 
to produce an obicurity in the fenfe, 
which is often the cafe in Thucy- 
dides, are a beauty of ilile, but fuch 
as our language does not admit. 
The only way therefore remaining, 
by which our hiitorical flile in En- 
glifh can be dittinguifhed from com- 
mon fpeech, is by compofition in 
periods. And, indced, it is the 
greatell beauty of all compofition, 
whether in learned or unlearned 
languages, in profe or in verfe. I 
have {aid a good deal upon this fub- 
ject eliewhere in this volume, which 
I will not here repeat. In volume 
third, I have given definitions of a 
period from Ariftotle and Cicero, 
and have fhown how much better 
the philofopher has defined it than 
the orator; I have alfo illuftrated 
what I have faid upon the fubjeé 
by examples. from Demofthenes, 
Cicero and: Milton. 1 will only 
add here, that whoever is not fen- 
fible of the beauty of a period, does 
net 





Of the GREEK COMEDY and irs CHRONOLOGY. 


not appear to me to know what 


beauty is, which cannot be, as I 
have fhown eliewhere, without a 
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fyftem and a whole, of a certain 
extent, having beginning, middle, 
and end,”” 
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[From the Third Volume of the Obferver. ] 


«“ ¥ SHALL now proceed to lay 

before the public, fuch an 
account as I have been enabled to 
collect of the feveral Greek writers 
of comedy. 

“ The learned reader needs not 
to be informed, how little is to be 
found in Ariftotle’s Poetics on the 
fubject of comedy ; that weatife by 
no means anfwers to the general 
profeffion of its ticle ; it it had come 
down to us as periect and entire, as 
it probably was whea the author 
put the latt hand t6it, and prefent- 
ed acorrect copy of his work tu A- 
lexander, we might conclude other- 
wile of it; but to fpeak of it as it 
is, we can call it nothing more than 
a differtation upon shane, in which 
many things are evidently out of 
place and order, fome no doubt 
loft, and others mutilated. It is 
thus confidered by the learned com- 
mentator Daniel Heinfius, who in 
his fupplementary treatife annexed 
to his edition, profefledly {peaks 
only of the conftruction of tragedy, 
and endeavours with yreat diligence 
and per!picuity to methodize the 
whole work, and difpofe his author’s 
fyiiem into fome order and regu- 
larity. 

‘** With the exception of a few 
obvious remarks upon the epic, as 
tending to illuftrate the drama, and 
two or three paflages where ney 
is fpoken of only as contrafted wit 
tragedy, the whole of this celebrat- 
ed diflertation is nothing more than 


a fet of rules for the drama, which 
are mere tranfcripts from the com. 
politions of the great writers of the 
Homeric tragedy, Bfchylus, So- 
phocles, and Euripides: he ana- 
lyzes and defines a poem, then actu- 
ally carried to its perte&tion ; but 
gives no new lights, no leading in- 
ftructions, for the furtherance and 
improvement of what had not ar- 
rived to the like Mate of maturity. 

** With the remains of the three 
tragic poets above mentioned in our 
hands, I protefs I do not fee how 
we are edified by Ariftotle’s differ- 
tation, which offers nothing but 
what occurs upon the reading of 
their dramas; unlefs pofterity had 
feen fit to abide by the fame laws, 
which they obferved, and the mo- 
dern tragedy had been made exactly 
to conform tothe Greek model. 

** Ariftotle, as we have before 
remarked, fpeaks of no comedy an- 
tecedent to the comedy of Epichar- 
mus: there is reafon to think that 
this author did not fail in with the 
perfonal comedy in the licentious 
manner it prevailed upon the Athe- 
nian flage, even to the time of 
Ariftotle ; for it was not reformed 
there, till the perfonal faririfts were 
awed into better refpect by the Ma- 
cedonian princes, who fucceeded 
to Alexander; whereas Epicharmus 
wrote for the court of an abfolute 
prince. 

‘* Now it is remarkable, that 
Ariftotle makes no ftridtures upon 
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the licentioufnefs of the Athenian 
comedy, nor offers any rulcs tor 
the correction of the ftage, though 
the fchools proferibed ir, and the 
tribunals were at Open holulicy with 
it, Ic is plain he flats things as 
they were, not as they ought to 
have been; for he pronounces of 
comedy—that it is a picture of hu- 
man nature, worfe and more de- 
formed than the original, 

‘© 1 cannot hold this to be a juit 
character of comedy, as it ftood at 
the time when Arittotle pronounced 
it: the only entire comedies we 
have to refer to, are a contradiction 
to the affertion; for no one will 
contend that the corrupt and abo- 
minable manners of the times ia 
which Aritophanes wrote, did not 
fully warrant the feveiity of his fa- 
tire, or that his characters of .de- 
pravity are in general overcharged, 
and bis pictures of human nature 
more deformed than their originals. 
As for the rett of the comic frater- 
nity, their fragments only can plead 
for them; but they are fragments 
of fuch a nature, as prove them to 
nave been moralifts of the fublimeft 
fort, and they have been collected, 
trantlated, and applauded, by the 
graveft and moft fentcntious of the 
Chritian writers for many ages, 
T will venture to fay, that in thefe 
fcatrered reliques of the comic ftage, 
more ufeful knowlege and good 
fenfe, better maxims for right con- 
duét in life, and a more generous 
difplay of benevolence, juilice, pub- 
lic fpirit, and all the moral virtues 
of natural religion are to be found, 
than in all the writings of the phi- 
lofophers, which are fo much more 
entire. 

* Socrates, it is true could hard- 
Jy be prevuiled upon to enter the 
comic theatre, but I infer very lit- 
tle againft the pocts on that ac- 


count; Plato, I am aware, thoug 
ah Intinate of Arillophanes, banith. 
ed the drama out of bis villonary 
republic ; but what is that more 
than to fay, that if all men were 
virtuous there would be no need of 
{utivitts? The comic poets in re- 
turn lafhed the philofophers over 
the aye, and they had what they 
merited, the public applaufe on 
their fide; the fchools and acdde- 
mics of fophifis furnifhed an in- 
exhauflible fund for wholefome 
ridicule; their contradictory firft 
piiaciples, their demons and clouds, 
and water and fire, with all their 
idle fyftems and hypothefes, their 
fabulous conceits, dreams and de. 
vices to catch the vulgar, and the 
affected rigour of their manners, 
whilf in fecret they were addicted 
to the gtofleft debauchery and im- 
purity, were continual fubjects of 
fatire ; and if hypocrify is not the 
comic poet’s lawful game, what is ? 
There is net a play of Ariftophanes 
to be named, in which thefe fancti- 
fied finners have not their fhare in 
the ridicule; and amongft the frag. 
ments above mentioned, a very 

large proportion falls to their lot. 
*¢ Ariftotle, who had very little 
feeling for Plate and his academy, 
or indeed for practical philofophy 
in general (which he feems to have 
profeffed only in oppofition to Xe- 
nocrates) concerned himfelf no furs 
ther about the ftate of the ftage, 
than to comment and remark upon 
the tragedies of the three chict 
writers above mentioned ; and it is 
humiliating enough to the pride of 
criticifm to obferve, that tragedy, 
after all his pains to hold it up to 
the ftandard of Sophocles and Eu- 
ripides, funk with thole authors, 
and was no more heard of; whilit 
comedy, without his help, and in 
defiance of his neglect, rofe in cre- 
ait 
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die with the world, till ie attained 
p-riection under the aufpices of 
Me ‘nander, 

* [ have fpoken of tragedy as a 
written poem before comedy of the 
fame defeription, becanfe [ think 
that Sufarion did not write comedy, 
though he acted it fo early as the 
ifieth Olympiad ; and I alfo think 
that Thetpis did write tragedy in 
the fixtyefirit Olympiad, if not 
fooner 5 in other words, ‘although 
the complexion of the original dra- 
iha was comic in the mott extrava- 
cant degree, yet it appears proba- 
ble that tragedy had the fkart in 
point of publication. The nature 
of the firit comedy, compared with 
that of the firft tragedy, feems to 
Warrant this Opinion ; tor it is eafy 
to fujpofe that the raillery and fas 
tire of the villave mafques, which 
would pafs off ac a layvlefs feltival, 
jpoken off-hand and without the 
malice of premeditation, would not 
fo readily have been committed to 
writing by the poet, as the tragic 
‘rama; which being compofed in 
hi nour of deceafed ‘he roes, or on 
religious and grave fubject » not 
only called for greaicr deliberation 
on the part ot the author, but 
would alfu be made public without 
canger or oflence. 

** It now remains to enquire ins 
to the chronology of the written 
comedy, 

‘© | have already obferved, that 
Arftotle a‘cribes the firft written 
comedy to F pichs armus, 

Both Ariflotle and Horace call 
him a Sicilian, but in what particu- 
lar place he was born is not agreed ; 
fome contend that he was a Syra- 
cufan, fome that he was a native of 
Craftum, others of Megara in Sici- 
ly: Diomedes the grammartag 
fays he was born in Cas, and de- 
rives the werd co nedy from the 
name of that ifland, a derivation 
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that fers afide his authority altos 
gether, The tather of Epicharmus 
wis named Chimarus, or accotding 
to others ‘Tiryras, and his mothec 
Sicida. Cicero in’ his Tufculans 
calls him, acutwm nec infulfiem hoe 
minem: Demetrius Phalereus cele- 
brates him for the elegant and ap- 
polite choice of his epithets, on 
which account the Grecks gave the 
name of Epicharmion to his ftile, 
making it proverbial for its beauty 
and purity. It is difficult to fix 
the preci ¢ time when he began to 
write comedy, efpecially as he lived 
to the great age of nincty-feven 
it is certain however he was ftilt 
writing in the reign of Hiero, jn of 
about Olympiad feventy-four, at 
which time Phormis alfo wrote cog 
medy ig Sicily; and Chionides, 
Dinolochus and Magnes, comic po- 
ets, flourifhed atc Athens. 

** Suidas’s chronology does not 
agree with Ariftotle's, tor he makes 
Chionides antecedent to Epichar- 
mus, and calls him the firfl writer 
of comedy ; adding, that Evetes, 
Euxenides, and Mylus, all Atheni, 
ans, were his contemporaries ; he 
allows, however, that Epicharmus 
and Phormis were the firft writers 
in the ifland of Sicily ; but this id 
in the vague manner of his dates, 
and not to be rehed upon: he takes 
no notice of Ariftotle’s exprefs af+ 
fertion that Epicharmus was long 
fenior to Chionides; and yet he 
might have recollected, that facts 
are fo far in favour of Ariftorle’s 
chronology ot thefe poets, that there 
is a title upon record of one of Chi- 
onides’s plays called The Perfians, 
which mutt have been pofterior to 
the Perfian wera, when it is on all 
hand: agreed that Epicharmus was 

tng. 

« Amon? ft the epigrams of The- 
pubiithed hy Heary Ste- 
veus in 4570. there are fome lines 
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upon Epicharmus, which appear to 
have been infcribed upon the pe- 
defial of a ftarue of brafs, which 
the Syracufans had fet up in his 
honour as their fellow citizen: it 
confiits of ten lines in the Doric 
dialect, which he ufed; it fettles 
the point of his birth, exprefly fay- 
ing he was a Syracufan, and af- 
cribes to him the invention of co- 
medy— 
xa “py o Tay napwdrar 
Euper Emin ros. 
¢* Epicharmus, the man who in- 
vented comedy.” 

In the conclufion, it celebrates 
him for the many ufeful maxims 
which he gave for the inftruction of 
youth ; bur this I am difpofed to 
think may apply to the circum- 
ftance of his having been a fchoo!- 
mafter at Syracufe; for if we are 
to take our judgment of Epichar- 
mus’s drama from his imitator Plau- 
tus, perhaps its morality, though 
not to be overlooked amongft other 
excellencies, is neverthelefs not the 
moft ftriking feature in its charac- 
ter. And though it is probable 
that Epicharmus did not launch out 
jnto that perfonality, which the 
freer Athenians indulged to fuch 
excefs, yet I can fuppofe him to 
have been not very chafle in his dt- 
alogue, from the anecdote which 
Plutarch gives us, of his being hea- 
vily fined and compelled to ma- 
nual labour by order of Hiero 
for certain obfcene jefts, which he 
fuffered to pafs in hearing of his 
queen: | muft ground another re- 
mark upon this anecdote, refpecting 
the time in which he is generaliy 
thought to have ftruck out his co- 
medy, as being long antecedent to 
the time of Hicro; which being ad- 
mitted, it will follow that he was 
near the clofe of his life, when this 
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fentence of manual labour was exe. 
cuted upon him ; a kind of punith. 
ment fo very unlikely to be inflic- 
ed on a man of ninety-fix years by 
a prince of Hiero’s magnanimiry 
and benevolence, that if I am to 
take the anecdote fir granted, I 
cannot affent to thofe aurhorities 
that have placed him fo high in 
time, for the purpofe only of put- 
ting his title of firft tounder of co- 
medy out of difpute. ' 

*¢ Upon the whole, I think i¢ 
likely the Athenians wrote comedy 
as foon as the Sicilians, bur that 
Epicharmus was the firit, who forme. 
ed his drama upon the poems of 
Homer: it is alfo clear that his 
countryman and contemporary Phor- 
mis wrote comedy as foon or nearly 
as foon as he did; for although 
Theocritus, in the epigram above 
cited, fays exprefly that Epicharmus 
ftruck out comedy, yet ic mutt be 
remarked that ‘Theocritus was a 
Syracufan by birth, living in the 
time of Ptolemy Lagus; and in 
giving this teftimony for his fellow. 
citizen, it is more than probable he 
fpoke locally of the Sicilian comedy 
only, as Suidas did in after times, 
when he faid that Epicharmus and 
Phormis firit ftruck out comedy in 
Sicily. 

*¢ | would therefore fix Epichar- 
mus’s firit comedy antecedent te 
Olympiad feventy-five, at the low- 
eft date, becaufe we have it from | 
good authority that he was teaches 
ing fcholars at Syracute four years 
before the Perfian wra; and this 
date is confirmed by the age of 
Phormis, who certainly flourithed 
in the time of Gelon, and was in 
great favour in the court of that 
prince, who was predeceflor to Hie- 
ro, and was fucceeded by him in 
Olympiad feventy-feven.” 

DE- 
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DEFENCE of ARISTOPHANES againft PLUTARCH and ZLIAN. 


[From ,the fame Work]. 


« y SAID in my former paper 

I that Plutarch had made a 
comparifon between Ariflophancs 
and Menander, and given his de- 
cided judgment for the later. It 
might well be expected, that a 
Greek of the lower ayes, living in 
the time of Trajan, and in court- 
favour with that emperor, fhould 

reier a polifhed elegant author like 
Menander to one fo bold, perfonal 
and farcattic as the poet he com- 
pares with him, Horace even in 
the time of Auguflus had begun to 
decry the Plautinos Sales, and the 
manners were much more refined 
jn Plutarch’s time than in his. As 
we can take little eftimate of Me- 
nander from the fragments only of 
his comedies which now remain, 
we cannot fee what general reafons 
Plutarch, or any ovher critic of his 
time, might have for preterring 
him; but as far as he has emered 
jnto ftrictures and objcétions in his 
examination of Ariftophanes, fo tar 
we can follow him; this part at 
leaft of his criticifm is fill open to 
be controverted, and if it fhall ap- 
pear that he has condemned one 
party without reafon, it may be 
prefumed he has preferred the other 
without juftice. 

‘* Plutarch afferts that Arifto- 
phanes is a puntler, a quibler upon 
words, and ridiculouily given to pa- 
rody. It is unfortunae tor this 
charge that he follows it up with 
quotations, in every one of which 
Ariitophanes is pot on!y to be de- 
fended but applauded; he could 
not have fele&ed paffages lefs to the 
purpofe; and the aceufation has 
accordingly been turned againft him 
by Frifchlinus and other advocates 
oO 


the poet. 


“ He arraigns the ftyle of Arifto- 
phanes on account of iis inequali- 
ties and variations, obferving rhat 
it is fometimes high and fometimes 
low, now turgid and inflated, now 
grovelling and deprefled—as if he 
had not been aware that the great 
variety of characters, which his 
comedy exhibits, naturally demands 
as great a variety of ftile. he ap. 
plauds Menander for the uniform 
and equal tenor of bis flile, not 
feeming to recolleét that his come- 
dy on the contrary had one uniform 
complexion, contained no chorufles 
and introduced no living charac- 
ters; whereas Ariftophanes, accords 
ing to the {pirit of the old comedy, 
makes ufe of chorufles, many of 
which are of fo fanciful and imagi- 
nary a nature, that it is neceflury 
to employ all the powers of poetry 
in their difplay, and in fome cates 
even to create a new flile (and al- 
moft language) for the oceafion: 
He alfo introduces gods, heroes, po- 
ets, or tors, philotophers, ambaffa- 
dors, prictis on his fcene; fome of 
thee protefiedly demand a fwrlling 
tragic pomp of words, for inttance 
JRichylus, Sophocles, and Euri- 
pides: in (hort, the very excellence 
ot Ariftophanes is diferimination of 
itile and charaéter. S»ould Soe 
crates and a tlave {peak in the fame 
phrafe? Should Lamachus ‘a mere 
miles glorio/as » talk in the tone ot a 
beggarly Megarenfian pedlar ? Cer- 
tainly not; nor is there any need 
to dwell longer on this criticifn of 
Plutarch’s, in which the ingenious 
author has fhewn little of his ufual 
candeur or judgment. That he 
fould be prepotiefled in favour of 
the new comedy is very natural ; 
elegant and moral fictions are borh 


more 
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raore pleafing and more proper fub- 
i, than bold and 
living realities ; 
ele 


‘ . 
peets ror tne aran 


coaric truths and | 
tee cven fuavity of Meander’s ts 
micht be more to his taite than 
the irregular fublimity of Artito- 
phanes’s ; but when I fee him ma- 
nave the argument in a manner 
tu much below his ufual fugacity, I 
cannot help fefpecting there might 
be forme other befides general pre- 
yudice in his mind againtt Arifio- 
phanes, and I mike no doubt he 
had foitered ttrong refentments a- 
gaint him for his attacks upon 
pocrates 3 1 alfo fee fome grounds 
for believing that he had been ep- 
poted by Pliny in his partiality 
¢or- Menander, whom that author 
calls omnis lnxurie interpres; 4a 
charge which was refented by Plu- 
tarch, who neverthelefs was com- 
pelled to admit it: 1 1s not impro- 
babie therefore that this might have 
given fome oceation to him tor 
entering into a more formal com- 
parifon between the two authors, 
and tor publithing his ttrictures up- 
on Ariftophanes. Upon looking 
over the titles of the comedies of 
the latt-named ainthor, which are 
loit, I find one entitled Bevotia, 
which play was tranflated and 
brought upon the Roman ftage by 
Plautus, as it is generally thought, 
though we are told that M. Varro 
gave it to one Aquilius ; be this as 
yt may, the comedy was produced 
by one or the other, and there is a 
tragment of it in proof, which will 
be fownd~ in~Pareus’s edition of 
Plautas: here is frefh reafon for 
Plutarch (who was a Baotian) to 
take up a refentment againit Ari- 
tophanes ; and, it it were a fubject 
worth tollowing, I could fhew that 
Plutarch’s national prejudices were 
uncommonly firong. the comedy 
indeed is not in exiftence, both o- 
riginal and tranflation being perith- 
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ed; but we can eafily believe that 
Bwotia did not cleape out of Arif. 
tophanes’s h inds without a pretty 
finare flag ‘lation ; and this wags 
the more galling to Plutarch, bee 
caufe it was naturalized on the Roe 
man flare, and, if it was {till in 
reprefentation, might give a han. 
die to the wits ot the time for a 
run Upon hts native country. But 
I perceive my zeal is carrying me 
into an unprofitable refearch, and [ 
proceed with my fubject. 

«¢ Arittophanes has fometimes been 
reproached tor his attack upon Eu. 
ripides ; but this author was a fair 
fubject for fatire in his literary 
character, and, though he was the 
friend of Socrates, his private mo- 
rals were no lefs open ta reproof, 
‘The voice of the heathen world 
has been fo loud in the praife of 
Socrates; he is fo decidedly the 
hero of all the Ciceros and de- 
claimers upon morality, that even 
now, after fo manv centuries of 
Chriftianity, it is with a kind of 
fuperttitious reverence we approach 
his character. His contempora- 
ries, who faw in the neareft light, 
treat him with the leatt refpect ; 
Ariftophanes-(as Ben Johnion ex- 
preffes it “ hoifted him up with a 
pulley, and made him play the phi- 
lofopher in a bafket ; meafure how 
many foot a flea could fkip geome- 
trically by a juft feale, and edify 
the people from the engine.”— 
‘Time and prejudice have fince cat 
a veil before him, that it would be 
a hardy deed to attempt to with- 
draw. 

This attack of Ariflophanes has 
doomed him to almoft univerfal 
deteitation ; the praife we give him 
is no more than his fuperior genius 
extorts, and it is paid grudgingly 
like a tax, without cordiality of 
eood-will : we admire him for his 
bold attacks upon Cleon, and we 
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ean find fome pallianion for his 
jrictares upon Euripides; the lan- 
uid afiectation of the poet, and 
re turbulent ferocity of the dema- 
gozue, juttity. the fatyrift; but 
when he affaults the facred charac- 
rer of Socrates, when he arraigns 
the unfpotted purity of the great 
yiatter of morality, it is no longer 
jatire, it is facrilege. But is all 
this to pais without one word for 
the poet? Was he given up by his 
contemporarics for this atrocious 
act ?. was he given up by the friends 
and difciples of Socrates? by none ; 
not even by Plato himfelf, who on 
the contrary carefied, admired and 
extolled him both in verfe and 
profe; he adopted his fentiments 
en the fubject of love, and engrait. 
ed them into his own /ympofum : 
he applauded him to Dionyfius ot 
Syracufe, and put his comedies in- 
to his hands as the only pure and 
perfect model of Attic elegance : 
che tyrant readthem, admired them, 
and even rehearfed them by heart ; 
nay he did more, he turned poct 
himfelf, and wrote a play tor the 
Athenian ftoge, which of courfe 
was honoured with a prize. And 
now why fhould we be more angry 
than Pilato was? What have we 
ditcovered, which we did not know, 
that we fthould take the matter 
up fo high ? We have difcovered 


that Ariftophanes took a bribe of 


Melitus and his faction to attack 
Socrates, and pave the way tor 
their criminal charge, by which 
he fuffered ; and this we take upon 
credit from A®lian’s infinuations in 
an article of his Various Hitlory, 
which for its authority in this cafe 
is about as good an evidence, as 
any ftory out of the Incredibilia 
ot Palephatus Heraclitus. lian 
however does not hardily advance 
this as a fact, but hooks it in by 
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way of queftion—“ Where is the 
abiurdity,”’ he atks, ** of {uppoting 
that the poet, whe was known to 
be needy, had taken a bribe ?”— 
This is a mere infinuation, 
which he tries the credulity of his 
readers : it they will believe it, fo 
much the better tor his purpofe g 
it not, he has nothing elfe to offer ; 
he has done his beit to blacken the 
character of Arittophanes in this 
cafe, as he did in that of his intem- 
perance: he has accufed him of 
writing plays when he was drunk, 
and now he accufes him of taking 
a bribe for writing them: the maa 
who believes the one, may take 
the other into the bargain; for his 
own part, the improbability ttares 
him fo fully in the tace, that he 
immediately fubjoins to his infinu- 
ation above quoted—* that for the 
truth ot this, it was beit known to 
Arittophanes himiclf.””—‘This can 
never pats with any candid reader, 
As tor the fuccefs of the attack, 
that he confefies was beyond all 
example; the comedy was ap- 
plauded to the fkies; never did 
any poet receive fuch honours from 
the public, as Ariflophanes tor this 
play of The Clouds. 

** As to the charge of the bribe, 
I nced not obferve, that as it was 
not an ealy thing for any advocate 
of the poct to prove the negative in 
Hadrian’s days, when Allian threw 
it out, it cannot be lefs difficult 
now to do it, when more than two 
millenniums have interpoied be- 
tween the fat and our examination 
of it: and yet we know that Arif- 
tophanes, in a thort time after the 
reprefentation of his Clouds, 


brought this very Melitus, who is 
fuppofed to have fuborned him by 
a bribe, before the audicnce, and 
expofed his vicious character with 
the mot unfparing feverity. If 
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this is not proving a negative, it is 
as near it as circumitance and pre- 
tuinption Can go. 

‘¢ But there is another part of 
Ailian’s charge which can be more 
clearly difproved than the above, 
and this is the affertion he ad- 
vances, that this attack upon So- 
crates from the ftage was contrived 
by Anytus and Melitus as a pre- 
lude to their criminal accufation of 
him: this Ailian exprefly afferts, 
adding that the faction were afraid 
of his popularity, and therefore fet 
Aritlophanes upon him to tecl the 
pulle of the people, betore they 
ventured to bring their public 
charge againit him. Here he flat- 
ly contutes himfelf; for bad this 
been the proving attack, what ex- 
periment could anfwer more com- 
pletely, when even by his own ac- 
count all Athens was in raptures 
with the poet, and the comedy 
went off with more general ap- 
plaule than any was ever known to 
receive ? pay, more than this, So- 
crates himfelf according to A&lian’s 
own account was prefent im the 
theatre, and ftood up in view of 
the people all the while; yet an 
ipite of his pretence, in defiance of 
this boid appeal, the theatre rung 
with plaudits, and the philofopher 
only tiood up to be a more con- 
fpicuous mark of raillery and con- 
tempt. Why then did not the tac- 
tion feize the oppormnity and fe- 
cond the blow ¢ Could any thing 
aniwer more fully to their withes ? 
Or rather, could any event turn out 
more beyond their expectation ? 
From .Elian’s account we are left 
to conclude that this was the cafe, 
and that this attack was literally a 
prelude to their charge ; but this 
ymferenee is alake difingenuous with 
ali the reit, for we know from in- 
dubitgble dates that The Clouds 
was acted at leait eighteen years be- 


fore the death of Socrates : it was 
in the firft year of Olympiad eighty. 
nine, when Ifarchus was archon 
that Ariltophanes acted his firit co. 
medy of The Clouds, which was 
driven off the flage by Alcibiades 
and his party: in the year imme. 
diately following, when Aminias 
was archon, he brought out the fe. 
cond of that name, which is the 
comedy in queftion, now in oyr 
hands: thetfe are authentic records ; 
take the earlicit date for the death 
of Socrates, and it will not fall til] 
the tirft year of Olympiad nincty. 
five, when Laches was” archon ; 
the interval is as | ftate it; a pret. 
ty reafonable time for fuch a plot 
to be ripening: and who will give 
credit to Ahan aud his Various 
Hiftory ? 

“ Having taken fome pains to 
prove what Ariflophanes’s motives 
were not, it now remains to thew 
what they were. 

** The Clouds is a fatirical and 
perfonal comedy, the moral ot 
which is to fhew how the fophiftry 
of the fchools may be employed as 
an iniirument of fraud and evafion 
in matters of right and property ; 
this is its principal object: but it 
touches allo upon other points by 
the way, and humouroufly expofes 
certain new and chimerical notions 
about the relation of children to 
their parents, and of the influence 
of The Clouds, as fuperior to the 
fuperintending power of Jupiter. 

‘¢ Of its moral therefore, fepa- 
rately confidered (comprehending 
the chief duties and relations of 
men, whether to the goJs, to their 
parents or to fuciety at large) there 
can be no doubt; its excel'ence 
and importance fpeak for them- 
felves. 

‘* The comedy being written be- 
fore the practice was retrained ot 
bringing living characters on the 
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flare, a fchool is here introduced, 
and the greateft philofopher of the 
time is reprefented in perfon on 
the flage: this philofopher is So- 
crates himfelf, and the fchool is the 
fchool of Socrates. 

« Socrates is made to advance 
the hypothefis of The Clouds be- 
fore mentioned ; but it-fhould be 
conftantly kept in remembrance ; 
that he lays down no dottrines, as 
rinciples of fraud or injuflice: it 
1s not the teacher who recommends, 
but his difeiples who pervert his 
inftruétions tothe evil purpofe of 
defrauding and eluding their cre- 
ditors: the like remark holds good 
in the cafe of the natural duty of 
children to their parents: the fon 
in the play it is true flrikes and 
beats his father on the ftace, and 
he quotes the maxims of Socrates 
in jullitication; bur he docs not 
quote them as politive rules and 
injunctions for an aé¢t fo atrocious ; 
he only fhews that fophiftry may 
be turned to defend that, or any 
other thing equally violent and 
outrageous. 

“© There are two lights in which 
Socrates is to be viewed; firft, in 
his public character as a teacher; 
fecondly, in his private one as a 
man. It is chiefly in the former 
of thefe that Ariitophanes has at- 
tacked him; and (as I before ob- 
ferved) it is to expofe the evil ufes 
rather than the evil nature of bis 
doétrines, that he brings his fchool 
upon the ftage; for when the dif- 
ciple is queftioned about the fludies 
which his mafter is-employed in, 
he makes report of fome frivolous 
and minute refearches, which are 
introduced only for the purpofe of 
raifing a harmlefs laugh, and fo far 
there can be no offence in this 
fcene. 

“* After all it muft. be allowed, 
that thefe feminaries of fophiftry, 
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which the flate of Athens thought 
it neceflary to put down by public 
edict, could not have been impro- 
per fubjects for dramatic ridicule ; 
tor if the fchools were found fo 
detrimental to the morals of youth, 
that the archons and their council, 
after due deliberation, refolved up- 
on a general expulfion of all ma 
ters and teachers thereunto belone- 
ing, and effectually did expel them, 
furely the poct may be acquitted, 
when he fatirizes thofe obnoxious 
parties, whom the lawsof his coun- 
try in a fhort time afrer cut off 
trom the community. 

** There can be little doubt bur 
this was a public meafure founded 
in wifdom, if it were fur no other 
reafon, than that the Lacedamo- 
nians never fuffered a matter of 
philofophy to open fchool within 

ifdiAti hold- 
ing them in abhorrence, and pro- 
fcribing their academies as fermma- 
rics of evil manners, and tending 
to the corruption of youth: it is 
well known what peculiar care and 
attenti n were beftowed upon the 
educstion of the Sparian youth, 
and how much more moral this 
people was, who adinitted no phi- 
lofophers to fettle among them, 
than their Athenian neighbours, in 
whofe diffolute capital they fwarm- 
ed. In fact, the cnormity becrme 
too great to be redreffed; the whole 
community was infected with the 
enthufiafm of thefe feétaries; and 
the liberties of Athens, which de- 
pended on the piblic virtue of her 
citizens, fell a fucrifice to the cor- 
ruptions of falfe philofophy : the 
wifer Lacedemonians faw the fatal 
error of their rivals, and availed 
themfelves of its confequences: 
they rofe upon the ruins of Athens, 
and it was the triumph of wifdom 
over wit : thefe philofophers were 
ingenious men, but execrable ciri- 
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zens ; and when the raillery of the 
itave was turned againit them, the 
weapons of ridicule could not be 
more laudably employed. 

«© As for the fchool of Socrates 
in particular, though it may be a 
fafhion to extol it, there is no rea- 
fon to believe it was in better cre- 
dit than any other; on the con- 
trary, it was in fuch public difre- 
pute on account of the infamous 
charatters of many of his difciples, 
and of the ditgraceful attachments 
he was known to have, that it was 
at one time deferted by every body 
except Aifchines, the paralite of 
the tyrant Dionyfius, and the moit 
worthlefs man living: this A‘i- 
chines, his fole and tavourite dif- 
ciple, was arraigned by the pleader 
Lyfias, and convicted of the vilett 
frauds, and branded as a_ public 
cheat: he was a wretch, who em- 
ployed the fophitiry and cunning 
argumentation, which he learnt of 
his matter, to the purpofe only of 
evading his debts, contracted by 
the moti profligate extravagancies : 
he afterwards went over to the 
fchool of Plato, and when Socrates 
was dead, had influence enough 
with Xantippe to obtain of her 
fome dialogues from her hufband’s 
papers, which he publithed as his 
own, and fet up for an author and 
preceptor in philofophy. It is very 
probable Arittophanes had in view 
the character of this very ichines, 
when he brings his old man on 
the feene, coniulting Soerates for 
fophiitical evations how to clude his 
creditors. 

** Another of the fcholars of So- 
erates was Simon the Sophiit, a 
man whole rapacity became a pro- 
verb (Linwres AemanTd aTegrcy Simoni 
repaeior). ‘This Simon was fuch a 
plunderer of the public money, 
that Ariftophanes in his itrong 
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manner fays, ‘the very wolves 
run off at the fight of Simoa.” 

“ The defpicable Cleonymus 
whofe cowardice was as proverbial 
as Simon’s rapacity, and the pro- 
tligate Theorus, who buried him- 
feltin the ttews at Corinth, were 
alio tellow ttudents under Socrates, 
and it 1s with juit indignation a- 
gainit fuch execrable characters that 
Arittophanes exclaims—** O Jupi- 
ter, if thy bolts are aimed at per- 
jury, why do thefe wretches, of 
all moit perjured, Simon, Cleony- 
mus and Theorus, efcape the 
ftruoke ?” 


*Esmregoa? Ate Th: Parsientc, Tus vie ¥ 
Liuws’ ixizpnces, 

"Ouds Krndvvuov, oes Cewgor ; “ab Toe 
oPcdva + si” itrropuase 

“ Ariltippus, the Cyrenaic foun. 
der, was a diftinguifhed difciple of 
the Socratie ichool, a parafite alfo 
in the court of Dionyfius, a buffoon 
and drunkard, the avowed oppoter 
of every thing virtuous, a matter 
and proteifor of immorality, who 
laid down infiitutes of fenfuality 
and reduced it to a fyftem, 

“© Of Alcibiades I fhall briefly 
fpeak, for the itories of Socrates’s 
attachment to him are fuch as need 
not be enlarged upon; they obtained 
fo generally, that he was vulgarly 
called Alcibiades’s Silefius. When 
1 glance at thefe reports in dista- 
vour of a character, which proba- 
bly ftands fo high in the opinion 
of the learned reader, I mutt hope 
for a candid interpretation of my 
motives for collecting thefe anec- 
doies, which I do not with to ap. 
ply to any other purpofe than meres 
ly to fhew that Amftophancs was 
not fingular in his attack upon this 
celebrated philofopher ; neither did 
this attack bear fo hard againk 
him, as many flories, then in g¢- 
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eral circulation, otherwife did : 
great t authorities have afcribed his 
attachment to Alcibiades to the 
moft virtuous principle; common 
fame, or perhaps (more properly 
ipe aking) | common berries ae 
turned it into a charge of the im- 
pureit nature: in ike” manner we 
tind him ridiculed tor his devotion 
to the noted Afpafia, in whofe 
company he 1s faid to have patted 
much of his time; and Atheneus 
quotes fome pailages of his dia- 
loeues with her, which he tells us 
were publifhed by Herodicus, and 
which we mutt either totally reject, 
or allow him to have been fubject 
to fuch private weaknefles and frail- 
ties, as were unfuitable to his pub- 
lic character: what were the real 
motives for his frequent vifits to 
Afpafia, as well as for bis feemiug 
attachment to the ftrumpet Theo- 
dore, muft be left to conjecture ; 
of the faét there is no room to 
— He is ftigmatized for his 

ruilty connections in his youth 


with his preceptor Archelaus, and 


yet this charge (however improba- 
ble it m: iv fe em) reits upon the au- 
thority of Ariitoxerus, a man of 
the moft candid charafer, and 
whole credit flands high with all 
true critics. Herodicus the hifty- 
rian whom [ have betore mention- 
ed, and who lived abour three hun- 
dred ard fifty years before the 
Chriftian zra, feems to have treat- 
ed Socrates with the creatcit feve- 
rity, charging him with fitting up 
all night drinking and caroufing 
with Agatha and others, whom 
when he had left drunk and atleep, 
he reeled into the Lyceum, more 
fit (in the words quoted from the 
relator) for the fociety of Homer’s 
cannibals, than of thofe he found 
there: in this debauch it is pre- 
tended, that although Phedrus, E- 
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ryximachus and manv other potent 
eon fed “the company, Se- 
rates fate to the lait, twallowing 
piven ne of wine out of enormous 
goblets of filver: he deferibes him 
fitting amonett lafviviqus revellers 
at a banquer, where dancing girts 
and boys were exhibiting their in- 
decent attitudes to the mutic of 
harpers and minftrels: he expofes 
this matter of morality entering in- 
to a controverfy with his fcholar 
Critobulus upon the fi ubject of male 
beauty; and becaute Crirobulus 
had dieu tiled htm for his uy glinelt, 
he afferts that Socrates ch; allen; ged 
him to a naked exhibition, and 
that he a‘tually expofed his un- 
feemly perfon to a Pathic and a 
dancing girl, the appointed um- 
pires ot the dif; pute; the con ecres, 
was to be rewar “ded with an embrac 
from each of thefe umpires, as the 
prize of fuperior beauty, or the 
decition was of confequence given 
ex abfurdo to the philofopher, in 
preference to one of the handfomeft 
young men in Greece, and he en- 
jov ed the prize annexed to the des 
cree. If we can believe this anec- 
dote to have been gravely related 
by an hiftorian, w ho lived fo near ta 
him in paint of time, we fhall ceafe 
to wonder that Ariftophanes had 
the whole theatre on his fide, when 
fuch ftories were in circulation a+ 
gainft the character of Socrates. 

*¢ As I have no other object in 
view but to offer what occurs to 
me in defence of Ariftophanes, who 
appears to have been moft unjuftly 
accufed of taking bribes for his at- 
tack upon Socrates, and of having 
paved the way for the cruel fen. 
tence by which he fuftered death, I 
fhall here conclude an invidjous 
talk, which my fubjeét, not my 
choice, has laid upon me,” 
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An EXAMINATION of the MORAL EFFECTS of TRAGEDY, 


(From the Firit Volume of the Lounger. } 


s¢ YN forming the minds and regu- 

lating the conduct of men, no- 
thing feems to be of greater impor- 
tance than a proper fyitem of what 
may be termed domeffic morality ; 
the fcience of thote relative duties, 
which do not apply only to particu- 
lar fituations, to large fortunes, to 
exalted rank, to extenfive influence, 
but which conflitute that part and 
character in life which almott every 
one is called to periorm. 

* Of all above the lower ranks, 
of all whoclaim the ftation or the 
feelings of a gentleman, the know- 
ledyve of this fcience is either incul- 
cated by family precept and exam- 
p'e, or is endeavoured to be inftil- 
led by reading. In the latter cale 
the works made ule of for that pur- 
pofe are either purely didattic, 
which {peak the language of autho- 
ritative wifdom; hittorical, which 
hold forth the example of palit e- 
vents to the judgement; orthey are 
of that fort which are calculated to 
mould the heart and the manners 
through the medium of the tmagin- 
ation. Of this latt clats the prin- 
cipal are fortes or novels and theatri- 
cal compofitions. On the fubjects 
of novels, I have in a former paper 
delivered a few general remarks, 
calculated to afcertain their moral 
tendency. In this I propofe ex- 
tending my confideration to dra- 
matic writing; and, as it is neareft 
to the novel, at leaft to that fpecies 
which I principally confidered in 
the paper alluded to, J thall begin 
with a fimilar examination of tra- 
gedy. 

“ The engines which tragedy 
protefits to ufe tor moral initruc- 
tion, are the paffors, The father 
of dramatic criticifm has told us, that 


tragedy ‘ purges the paffions by 
** exciting them :” a propotition, 
which, trom its thort apothegmati- 
cal torm, is fubjeét to confiderable 
obfcurity. A modern writer, in 
his defence of tragedy as a meral 
exhibition, explains its meaning, 
by the analogy of the Spartan cuf- 
tom of making their flaves drunk, 
and fhewing them in that beaftly 
ttate to their children, in order ta 
infpire a deteftation for the vice of 
intemperance. But if this is to tur- 
nifh us with an illuttration of Arif- 
totle’s aifertion, 1 am afraid it will 
not aid the caufe of tragedy asa 
fchool of morals. It was from the 
previous contempt of the rank and 
manners of the drunkard, that the 
Spartan boy was to form his eftimate 
of drunkenneis. The vice of a 
Slave could hardly fail to difguit 
him. But had they fliewn him the 
vice itfelf, how loathfome and de- 
grading foever in its own nature, in 
a perfon of fuperior refpect and eili- 
mation, what would have been the 
contequence? The fairett anfwer 
may be drawn from the experience 
of thofe countries where freemen 
get drunk, where. fenators and lea- 
ders of armies are fometimes intoxi- 
cated. The youths who behold 
thefe examples the ofteneit are not 
the lefs liable to fgllow them. I 
am afraid it is even fo with trage- 
dy. Scenes prefenting paffions and 
vices, round which the poet throws 
the veil of magnanimity, which, be 
decorates with the pomp of verie, 
with the f{plendor of eloquence, fas 
miliarize the mind to their appears 
ance, and take from it that natural 
difguft which the crimes, prefente 
in their native form, would certain- 
ly excite. Cruelty, revenge, and 
murder, 
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murder, are often the attribute of 
the hero; for be muft always be 
the hero on whom the principal 
itrefs of the action lies. What pu- 
nifhment awaits, or what mistor- 


tunes attend his crimes, is little to. 


the purpofe; if the villain is the 
prominent figure of the piece, he 
will be rhe hero of the tragedy, 
as the robber, though he is abour 
to be hanged, is. the hero of the 
trial or the execution. But even 
of the nobler charadiers, does not 
the morality of fentiment often yield 
to the mmmorality of fhtuanon? 
Treachery is often the fruit of wile 
dom and of refolution; murder, an 
exertivu of valour; and fuicide, the 
refource of virtuous affliction, If 
will be remembered, that it is not 
fo much from what the hero fays, 
as from what he does, that an im- 
preflion is drawn. The repentant 
lines which Cato fpevks when he 
is dying are never regarded. It is 
the dagger only we remember, that 
dagger by which he efcaped from 
chains, and purchafed immortality. 

But the leading-pafion ot moderna 
tragedy is one to which Ariftotle 
could fearce have meant his ruie to 
apply ; becaule in ancient tragedy 
it was almoft unknown. The paf 
fion I allude ta is love. The man- 
ners and fociety of modern times 
neceflarily led to this change in the 
drama. For the obfervation which 
fome authors have mde is perfectly 
jut, that the fentiments of the 
flage will always be fuch as are 
flattering, rather than corrediive of 
national manners and national fail- 
ings; fuperitition in Greece, gal- 
jantry in Frence, freedom and cou- 


rage in England. In every popu- 


lar exhibition this mutt be the cafe. 
Even the facvednefs and authority 
of the pulpit is vot exempted from 
its influence. 
1787. 


In polue chapels 


preachers exhort to morality: in 
crouded churches of lefs fafhionable 
people they enlarge on doétrinal 
fubjects, on faith and fanétification. 
ta the very exifience of the flage 
epends on that public opigion 
which it is not to an but aie 
ciliate: and Dr. Johnfon’s expref- 
fion is not the lef true for its 
qualotnels, 


“ They that live to pleafe, muft pleafe 


to hve.’’ 


To this neceflary confermity to 
the manners of the audience ig 
owing the introduction of love into 
almoit all our dramatic compoli- 
tions; and thofe, as might be ex- 
pected, are moft in tavour with the 
young, where this paflion is allowed 
the moit extenfive influence, and 
the moft unlimited power. It was 
this which, when it was the fafliion 
tor genteel people to pay attention 
to tragedies, drew fuch audiences to 
Lee’s Theodofius, and to Dryden's 
Anthony and Cleopatra, where the 
length of the fpecches, and the 
thinnefs of the incidents, would 
have been as tirefome to them as a 
fermon, had it not been for a ten- 
dernefs and an extravagance of that 
pallion, which every girl thought 
fhe could feel, and believed fhe could 
underfland, ‘The moral confe- 
quences of fuch a Drama it is un- 
neceflarv to queftion. Even where 
this pailion 1s purified and refived 
to its utrmoft degree, it may be faire 
ly held, that.every fpecies of com- 
pofition, whether narrative or dra- 
matic, which places the only felicity 
of life in fuecefsful love, is unfa- 
vourable to the ftrength and puri: 
of a young mind, It holds ree 
that Gagle obje to the ambition 
and purfuit of both fexes, avd thus 
tends to enfeeble and reprefs every 
ether exertion, This increafes @ 
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fource of weaknefs and corruption, 
which it is the bufirtefs of a good 
initructor to correct and overeome, 
by fetting before the ntinds of his 
pupils other objects, other atiain- 
ments; of a nobler and lels felfith 
Mind. But in that violence, tn that 
tyranny of dominion, with which 
love is invefted in many of our tra- 
gedies, it overbears every virtue 
and every duty. The obiigations 
of juftice and of humanity fink be- 
fore it. The kiny, the chief, the 
— forgets his people, his fol- 
owers, and his country ; while 
arents and children mention the 
dearelt objects of natural attach- 
ment only to lead them in the tri- 
umph of their love. 

‘¢ Ie is the bufinels of tragedy 
to exhibit the paflions, that is, the 
weikneffes of men. Ancient trage- 
dy fhewed them in a fimple min- 
ner; virtue and vice were ttrongly 
and diftin¢tly marked, wifdom and 
weaknels were eafily difcriminated ; 
and though vice might be fome- 
times palliated, and weaknefs ex- 
cufed, the fpectator could always 
difcover the character of each. 
But in the modern drama there is 
an uncertain fort of outline, a 
blended colouring, by which the 
diftinftion of thefe objects is fre- 
quently loit. The refinement of 
modern audiences calls for fhades 
of character more delicate than thofe 
which the ftage formerly exbibired ; 
the confequence is, that the bounds 
of right and wrong are often fo un- 
certainly marked as not to be eafily 
diftinguifhed ; and if the powers of 
poetry, or the cloquence of fenti- 
ment, fhould be on the fide of the 
latter, it will require a greater 
firmnefs of mind than youth or in- 
experience is mafter of to refift it. 

*¢ Reaton condemns every fort 
‘ef weaknels; but paifion, enthuii- 
afin, and fickly fenlibiliry, have 


dignified certain weakneffes With 
the name ot amiable; and the young, 
ot whom fome are fufceptible, and 
ethers affect fufceptibiliry, think it 
often an honour to be fubject to 
their coutroul. In tragedy, or tra. 
gic writing, they often find fuch 
characters tor their imitation. Such 
characters, being various, compli- 
cated, and fluctuating, are the pro 
pereft tur tragedy. The poets have 
not neglected to avail themfelves of 
that circumftance ; their dramas are 
filled with fuch charatters, who 
fhifte the hue and colour of their 
minds, according to the change of 
fituation or the variety of incident ; 
or fometimes, whofe minds, im the 
hand of the poet, produce that 
change, and create that variety, 
Witdom and virtue, fimple, uni- 
form, and unchanging, only fupe- 
rior artifts can draw, and fuperio: 
fpeCtators enjoy. 

** The high heroic virtue we 
fee exemplified in tragedy warms 
the imagination and twells the 
mind ; but being dittant from the 
ordinary feelings and exertions 
of life, has, I fufpect, bur lirtle 
influence upon the conduct. On 
the contrary, it may be fairly 
doubted, whether this play of the 
fancy, in the walks of virtue and 
benevolence, does not leffen the ex- 
ertion of thofe qualities in practice 
and reality. ** Indocilis privata lo- 
¢ gui,” taid Lucan of Cefar: fo 
in fume meature, he who is deeply 
converfant in the tragic phrafe, in 
the {welling language of cempaf- 
fion, of generofity, and of love, 
finding no parallel in his common 
intercourfe with mankind, will not 
fo readily open his heart to the calls 
on his feeling, which the vulgar 
diftreties of bis fellow creatures, of 
the ordinary relations of life, may 
occafion. Isc age-misfortuncs, 
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the figure hides its form; and real 
diftrets, coming in a homely and 
unornamented itate, difguits the 
eye which had poured irs tears over 
the hero of tragic mifery, or the 
martyr of romantic woe. Real ca- 
lamity offends with its coarfenels, 
and therefore is not produced on the 
fcene, which exhibus in its ftead 
the fantaftic griefs of a delicate and 
high-wrought fenfibilys Lillo, in 
his Fatal Difcovery, prefented® ex- 
treme poverty as the diftrefsof the 
fcene ; and the moral of his piece 
was to inculeate, that poverty was 
not to be fhunned,. nor wealth pur- 
{ued, at the expence of honefty and 
virtue. A modern audience did not 
relith a diltrefs-fo real, but .gave 
their tears to the widow of St. Va- 
lori, who was mad tor the lofs of a 
hufband killed twenty years before. 
From the fame caufe, the Gametter, 
one of the beit and moft moral of 
our later tragedies, though fuccef- 
fively reprefented by the greateft 
players, has never become popular, 
And even now the part of Mrs. Be- 
verley, (the firft character of the 
firit a¢trefs in the world), is per 
formed to indifferent houfes. 

** The tragic poet is ttriving to 
diftrefs his hero that he may move 
his audience: it is not his bufinefs 
to equalize the affliction to the evil 
that occations it; the effeét is what 
he is to exhibit, which he is to 
clothe in the flowing language of 
poetry, and the high colouring of 
imagination; and if the caufe be 
not very difproportionate indeed, 
the reader, or the fpectator, will 
not find fault with it. Cattalio, in 
the Orphan, (a play fo grofsly im- 
moral, that it were unfair in me to 
quote it, except as illuftrative of 
this fingle argument), is mad with 
anguith and with rage, becaufe his 
wife’s maid refufes him accefs to 
her apartment, agcording to the 


previous appointment ihey had+ 
made; and Orofmane, in Zayre, 
remains ** immobile, ec fa langue 
** glacée,”” becaufe his bride begs 
him to defer their marriage for a 
day. Yer thete were dijappoint= 
ments which the lover of Otways 
and much more the hero of Voitaire,’ 
might furely have borne with greats 
er tortitude. 

** It we are to apply all this in 
exampie, it feems to havea tenden- 
cy to weaken our mind to our own) 
fuffcrings, without opening it to the 
fufferings of others. The real evils 
which the dignity of the feene 
hides from our view, are thofe 
which we ought to pity in out 
neighbours ; the fantaitic and imae 
ginary diftrefies which .it exhibiis,’ 
are thofe we are apt to indulge ia 
ourfelves. Here then tragedy adds 
to the lift of our calamities, with 
out incieafing the catalogue of our 
virtues, 

** As tragedy thus digriifies the 
diftrefles, fo it elevates the attions 
ot its perfonages, their virtues and 
their vices. Bur this removes vir 
tue at a greater diltance from us, 
and brings vice nearer; it exalts the 
firft to a point beyond our imitation, 
and ennobles the latter to a degree 
above our abhorrence. Shakefpeare, 
who generally difcriminates ftrong- 
ly the good and ill qualities of his 
characters, has yet exhibited a Mace 
beth, a tyrant and a murderer, 
whom we are difpofed rather to 
pity than to hate. * Modern tra- 
* gedy,’ fays a celebrated critic, 
* has become more a fchool of vir- 
tue than the ancient, by being 
more the theatre of paifion: aa 
Othello, hurried by jealoufy to 
murder his inoocent wife; a Jaf 
fier, enfnared by refentment and 
want to engage in a confpiracy, 
and then ftung with remorfe and 
involved in ruin; a Siffredi, 
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through the deceit which he em- 
ploys for public-fpirited ends, 
bringing deftruction on all whom 
he loved: thefe are the examples 
which tragedy now difplays, by 
means of which it inculcates on 
men the proper government of 
their paffions.’ I am atraid, it 
we appeal to the feelings of the au- 
dience at the conclufion of any of 
thole pieces, we fhall not find the 
effect to be what is here fuppofed. 
Othello we rather pity for his jea- 
loufy, than hate as a murderer. 
With Jaffier and his affociates we 
are undoubtedly leagued againit the 
rulers of Venice; and even the faith 
and tendernefs of Belvidera hardly 
make us forgive her for betraying 
their fecret. The fentiments of 
Siffredi, however wife and juil, are 
difregarded where they impeach the 
dignity and fupereminence of love. 
His deceit indeed is blamed, which 
is faid to be the moral of the piece: 
but it is blamed becaufe it hindered 
the union of Tanered and Sigifmun- 
da, which, from the very beginning 
ot the play, is the object in which 
the reader or {pectator is intereited. 
Reverfe the fituation, make it a 
contrivance to deteat the clown of 
the tyrant’s daughier, to give the 
throne to Tancred, and to place Si- 
gifmunda theregat his fide, the au- 
dience would admire its ingenuity, 
and rejoice in its fuccefs. 

*¢ In the mixture of a plor, and 
amidit the variety of fituations, 
where weaknuefles are flattered and 
pailions indulged, at the fame time 
that virtues are difplayed and duties 
performed, one fet of readers wili 
enjoy the pleafure of the firft, while 
thofe only who have lefs need to be 
inftructed will feize the inftruction 
of the latter. When Marcus dies 
for his country, the ladies im the 
fide-boxes only coniider his death 
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as removing the har to the marriage 
of Lucia with his brother Portis. 

_ * In tragedy as in novel, which 
is fometimes a kind of tragedy, the 
author is obliged, in juftification 
ot weak churaciers, to elevate vil]s. 
nous Ones, or to throw round their 
vices a bewitching addrefs, and cap. 
tivating manners. Lovelace is made 
a character which the greater num- 
ber of girls admire, in order to 
juftify the feduction of Clarify, 
Lothario, though very inferior, is 
fomething of the fame cat, to miti- 
gate the crime of Caliila, The 
itory would not be probable elfe ;— 
granted: but in proportion to the 
art of the poet, in rendering it pros 
bable, he heightens the immoral ets 
fect, of which I complain. 

¢* As the incidents mutt be forme 
ed, fo mutt the fentiments be in- 
troduced, according to the charac. 
ter and condition of the perfon 
fpeaking them, not according to 
the laws of virtue, or the diGates of 
pradence. To give them this pro. 
priety, they mutt often be apolo- 
gies for vice and for fraud, or con- 
tain ridicule againit virtue and ho- 
nelly. It is not fuiicient to anfwer, 
thar if the perfon uttering them is 
punithed in the courfe, or at the 
end of the play, the expiation is 
fufhiciently mace; if the tentiments 
at the cime are threwdly imagined, 
and toreibly exprefied, they will 
have a powerful effect on the mind, 
and leave impreffions which the te- 
tribution ot poetical jutiice will hard- 
ly be able co efface. 

“ On poetical juitice, indeed, I 
do not lay fo much ftrefs as fome 
authors have done. [ incline to be 
of the opinion of one of my prede- 
ceffors, that we are frequently more 
roufed to a love of virtue, and a ha- 
tred of vice, when virtue is unfor- 
tunate, and vice fuccefstul, than 
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when each receives the recompence 
jr merits. But I impute more to 
ftriking incidents, to thg fentiments 
running through the tener of a 
piece, than to the general impreffion 
of its denouement. Monf, d’Alem- 
bert fays, that in any fort of fpec- 
tacle which would leave the poet 
more at liberty than tragedies taken 
from hiftory, in the Opera, for ex- 
anple, the author would not eahily 
be pardoned for allowing vice to go 
unpunifhed. ¢ I remember to have 
¢ feen,’ continues he, ‘a MS opera 
‘ot Atreus, whee that moniter pe- 
‘rithed by a thunderbolt, exclaim- 
* ing, with a favage fatistuction, 


‘ Tonnez, Dicvux impu'flans; 
‘ Frappez ; je duis venge! 


‘This would have made one of the 
* happictt denouements that cun well 
‘be imagined,’ As to theatrical 
efile, 1 an quite of his opinion , 
but as to the moral, I cannot agree 
with him. The line which he 
quotes, brilliant, forcible, and bold, 
would have remained with the au- 
cience, not to recal the punhment 
of guilt, but to mark the pleafure 
of revenge. 

‘* Bur it is not only from the 
vices or imperfections of tragic cha- 
racteis that we are to fear the dan- 
ger of familiarifing the approach of 
evil, or encouraging the growth of 
error. Their very virtues, I fear, 
are often dangerous to form the 
piinciples, or draw the imitation of 
their readers. Theirs are not fo 
much the ufeful, the productive 
virtues (if I may be allowed the 
expreffion) of real lite, as the thio- 
ing and fhowy qualities which at- 
tract the applaufe, or flatter the va- 
nity of the unthinking. The ex- 
treme, the enthufiafin even of a 
laudable propenfitv, takes from its 
utefulnefs to others, and degene- 


rates into a blind and headlong in- 
dulgence in the poffeffor. In the 
greatcit part of modern tragedies, 
fuch are the qualities of the perfons 
that are moft in favour with the 
public. In what relates to paffive 
excellence, prudence to avoid evils, 
or fortitude to bear them, are not 
the virtues of tragedy, converfant 
as it is with misfortune; it is proud 
to indulge in forrow, to pour its 
tears without the controul of rea- 
fon, to die of difappointments which 
wildom would have overcome. 
There is an ra in the life of moft 
young people, and thofe too the 
molt amiable, where all this is their 
creed of excellence, generofity, and 
heroifm, and that creed is drawn 
from romance and tragedy. 

** In the remarks which in this 
and two former papers I have made 
on Novel and on Tragedy, two of 
the mott popular of all kinds of writ. 
ing, L have ventured, in the hardi- 
hood of a moralift, rather beyond 
the ufual caution of a periodical pas 
per, that wifhes to conciliate the 
tavour of the public. By thofe 
whofe daily and favourite reading 
is crofled by my obfervations, [ 
fhall be afked, if I mean to pro- 
fcribe every novel and every trage- 
dv, or of what kind of each I am 
difpofed to allow the perufal, and 
to what clafs of readers their perufal 
may be trulted? To fuch I would 
anfwer in general, that if I had in- 
fluence enough to abridge the lift of 
both fpecies of reading, I believe 
neither morals nor tafle would faf- 
fer by the refirition. I have point- 
ed out the chief dangers to which f 
conceive the perufal of many fuch 
works is liable, 

** Lam-not, however, infenfible 
of the value, perhaps but too fen- 
fible of the power, of thefe produc- 
tions of fancy and of genius. Nor 


am I fo much a bigot tothe opinions 
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I have delivered, as to deny that 
there are ufes, noble ufes, which 
fuch productions may ferve, amidit 
the dangers to which they fome- 
times expole their readers. The 
region of exalted virtu., of digni- 
fied fentiment, into which they 
tranfport us, may have a confider- 
able effect in changing the cold and 
unfecling temperament of worldly 
minds ; the indifferent and the fel- 
fih may be warmed and expanded 
by the fiction of diftrefs, and the 
eloquence of feeling. In the pre- 
{ent age, and among certain ranks, 
indifference and felfifhnefs have be- 
come a fort of virtues, and fathion 
has fometimes tangh! the young fo 
pride themfelves on qualities fo un- 
natural tothem To combat thefe 


«‘* Giants of the Rock,’’ romance 


d travedy may be very ufefuily 
employed; and that race muit have 
become worthlefs and degenerate 
indeed, whom their terrors thall 
fail to roufe, and their griefs to 
melt. 

‘¢ Nor, as an amufement, can 
the elegance of that which is drawn 
from the perufal of a well-written 
noyel, or the reprefentation of a 


well-campofed tragedy, be difputed. 
It certainly is as much a nobler, as 
it is a more harmlefs employment 
of time, Nn its wafte in frivolous 
diffipation, or its abufe in the vigils 
of play. But there is a certain fort 
of mind common in youth, and 
that too of the moft amiable kind, 
tender, warm, and vifionary, to 
which the walks of fancy and en- 
thufiafm, of romantic love, of ex- 
aggerated forrow, of trembling fen- 
fibility, are very unfafe. To rea. 
ders of this complexion, the amufe- 
ment which the works above mep- 
tioned afford, fhould, I think, be 
fparingly allowed, and judicioufly 
chofen In fuch bofoms, feeling 
or fufceptibility muft be often ree 
preffed or direéted ; to encourage 
it by premature or unnatural means, 
is certainly hurtful. They refem- 
ble fome luxuriant foils which may 
be enriched beyond a wholefome 
fertility, till weeds are their only 
produce; weeds, the more to be re- 
gretted, as, in the language of a 
novelliit himfelf, ‘¢ they grow in the 
«© foil from which virtue fhould 
“ have f{prung.” 








PECULIAR FEATURES of ENGLISH LANDSCAPE, 


[Fram the Firft Volume of Gilpin’s Obfervations relative chiefly to Pic- 
turcfque Beauty.) 


a NE of thefe peculiar fea- 

tures arifes from the inter- 
mixture of wood and cultivation, 
which is found oftener in Englifh 
landfcape, than in the land{cape of 
other countries. / In France, in 
Ita'y, in Spain, and in moft other 
places, cultivation, and wood have 
their feparate limits. Trees grow 
in Getached wood ; and cultivation 


occupies vaft, unbounded common 
fields. But in England, the cuf- 
tom of dividing property by hedges, 
and of planting hedge-rows, fo 
univerfally prevails, that almott 
wherever you have cultivation, 

there alfo you have wood. . 
‘¢ Now although this regular in- 
termixture produces often deformi- 
ty on the nearer grounds; yet, at 
a diflance 
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a diftance it is the fource of great 
beauty. On the fpot, no doubt, 
and even in the firit diftances, the 
marks of the fpade, andthe plough ; 
the hedge, and the ditch ; toge- 
ther with ali the formalities of 
hedge-row trees, and fijuare divi- 
fions of property, are difgutling in 
a high degree. But when all thefe 
reguiar forms are foftened by dif- 
tance—when hedge-row trees begin 
to unite, and Jengthen into ftreaks 
along the herizon—when farm- 
houles, and ordinary buildings lote 
all their vulgarity of fhape, and 
are feattered about, in formlefs 
{pots, through the teveral parts of 
a dittance—it is inconceivable what 
richnefs, amd beauty, this mafs of 
determity, when melted together, 
adds to landfcape. One vait tract 
of wild, uncultivated country, un- 
jefs either varied by large parts, 
or under fome peculiar circum- 
ftances of light, cannot produce 
the effect. Nor is it produced by 
unbounded tracts of cultivation ; 
which, without the inrermixture of 
wood, cannot give richnefs to dif- 
tance.—Thus Englifh landicape 
affords a fpecies ot rich diitance, 
which is rarely to be found in any 
other country.——You have like- 
wile from this intermixture of wogd 
and cultivation, the advantage of 
being fure to find a tree or two, 
on the foreground, to adorn any 
beautiful view you may meet with 
in the diftance. 

‘“¢ Another peculiar feature in the 
landicape of this country, ariies 
from the great quantity of Englith 
oak, with which it abounds. The 
oak of no country has ejual beauty : 
nor does any tree aniwer all the 
purpofes of fcenery fowell. The 
oak is the nobleft ornament of a 
fore-ground ; fpreading, from fide 
to fide, its torruous branches ; and 
foliage, rich with fome autumnal 


tint. Ina diflance alfo it appears 
with equal advantage ; forming it- 
felt into beautitul clumps, varied 
more in fhape: and perbaps moge 
in colour, than the clumps of any 
other tee. The pine ot Italy has 
its beauty, hanging over the bro- 
ken pediment of fome ruined tem- 
ple. ‘The chefnut of Calabria is 
confecrated by adorning the fore- 
groun:'s of Salvator, The elm, 
the ath, and the beech, have all 
their refpective beauties: but no 
tree in the foreit is adapted to all 
the purpofes of land{cape, like 
Englifh oak. 

‘* Among the peculiar features 
of Englith landfcape, may be added 
the embelliflied garden, and park- 
feene. Ip other countries the en- 
virons of great houfes are yet une 
der the direction of formality. 
The wonder-working hand of art, 
with i:’s regular cafcades, {pouting 
fountains, flights of terraces, and 
other atchievements, hath {till pof- 
feffion of the gardens of kings, and 
princes. In England alone the 
model of nature is adopted, 

This is a mode of fcenery intirely 
of the fylvan kind. As we feek a- 
mong the wild works of nature for 
the fublime, we feek here for the 
beautitul: and where there is a va- 
riety of lawn, wood, and water; 
and thefe naturally combined; and 
not too much decorated with build- 
ings, nor difgra:ed by fantattic or- 
naments; we find a {pecies of land- 
{cape, Wiich no my ty’ ut En. 
gland, can difplay in fuch perfec. 
tion: not only becaufe chis jul 
tattle in decoration prevails no 
where elfe; but alfo, becaufe no 
where elfe are tound fuch propes 
materials. The want of Englifh 
oak, as we have juft obferved, can 
never be made up, in this kiad of 
landfcape efpecially. Nor do we 


any where find fo clefe ani rich 4 
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verdure. An eafy {well may, every 
where, be given to ground: but it 
cannot every where be covered with 
a velvet turf, which confitutes the 
beauty of an embellifhed lawn. 

“ The moiilure, and vapoury 
heavinefs of our atmofphere, which 
ocean the rich verdure of our 
awns ; gives birth alfo to another 
peculiarfeaturein Englifh landfeape 
—that obfcurity, which is often 
thrown over dittance. In warmer 
climates efpecially, the air is purer. 
Thofe mills and vapours which 
fteam from the ground at night, are 
difperfeg with the morning-fun. 
Under Italian fkies very remote 
obje4s are feen with great diftinct- 
nefs. And this mode of vifion, no 
doubt, has it’s beauty; as have all 
the works, and all the operations 
of nature.—But, at beft, this is 
only one mode of vifion. Our 
groficr atmofphere (which likewife 
hath it’s feafons of purity) exhibits 
various modes; fome of which are 
in themfelves more beautiful, than 
the moft diltiné vilion. 

“© The feveral degrees of ob- 
fcurity, which the heavinefs of our 
atmofphere gives to landfcape, may 
be reduced to three—hazinefs, 
mifts, and fogs. 

“© Hazinefs juft adds that light, 
grey tint—that thin, dubious veil, 
which is often beautifully fpread 
over landfcape. It hides nothing. 
It only fweetens the hues of nature 
—it gives a confequence to every 
common object, by giving it a more 
indiftinét torm—it corrects the 
rare of colours—it foftens the 
Farthnefs of lines; and above ail, 
it throws over the face of landfcape 
that harmonizing tint, which blends 
the whole into unity, and repofe. 

“ Milt goes farther. It doresite 
ftill more ob{curity over the face 
of nature. As hazinefs foftens, 
and adds'a beauty perhaps to the 


correcteft form of land{cape ; mig 
is adapted to thofe land{capes, in 
which we want to hide much: to 
foften more: and to throw many 
parts into a greater diftance, than 
they naturally occupy. 

“‘ Even the fog, which is the 
higheft degree of a grofs atmof- 
phere, is not without it’s beauty in 
landicape ; efpecially in the moun- 
tain-feenes, which are fu much the 
objects of the following remarks. 
When partial, as ir often is, the 
effect is grandeft. When fome vat 
promontory, iffuing from a cloud 
of vapour, with which all it’s up- 
per parts are blended, fhoots into 
a lake; the imagination is left ae 
a lofs to difcover, whenceit comes, 
or to what height it afpires. The 
effect rifes with the obicurity, and 
the view is fometimes wonderfully 
great. 

“© To thefe natural features, 
which are, in a great degree, pe- 
culiar to the landicape of England, 
we may laftly add another, of the 
artificial kind—the ruins of abbeys; 
which, being naturalized to the 
foil, might indeed, without much 
impropriety, be clafied among it's 
natural beauties. 

‘* Ruins are commonly divided 
into two kinds; caftles, and ab- 
beys. Of the former few countries 
perhaps can produce fo many, as 
this ifland; for which various 
caufes may be affigned. The feu- 
dal fyflem, which lafted long in 
England, and was carried high, 
produced a number of caftles in 
every part. King Stephen’s reign 
contributed greatly to multiply 
them. And in the northern coun- 
ties, the continual wars with Scot- 
land had the fame effect. Manv of 
thefe buildings, now fallen into 
decay, remain objects of great 
beauty, 
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*¢ In the ruins of caftles 
ever, other countries m: ay compare 


how. 


with ours. But in the remains of 
abbeys no country certainly can. 

«Where popery prevails, the 
abbey is iti!l inure and inhabited ; 
and of courfe lefs adapted to land- 
icape. 

«+ But it is the m de of archi- 
tecture, which gives fuch excel- 
lence to thefe ruins. - The Gothic 
ftyle, in which they are generally 
compofed, is, I apprehend, unri- 
valled among forcign nations; and 
may be called a peculiar feature in 
Enelith landfcape. 

‘¢ Many of our ruins hove been 
built in what is often called the 
Saxon ftyle. This is a coarfe, 
heavy mode of architecture; and 
feldom affords a beautiful ruin. In 
gener: al, the Saxon prev: ails moft in 
the northe rn counties; and the 
Gothic in the fouthern: though 
each divifion of the kingdom at- 
tords fome inftances of both: and 
in many we find them mixed. 

«¢ What we call Saxon architec- 
ture feems to have been the awk- 
ward imitation of Greek, and Ro- 
man models. 
Roman origin were left in England, 
were probably dettroyed by tne 
ruth!efs Saxon in his early ravages. 
Afterwards, when Alfred the Great, 
having eftablifhed government, and 
religion, turned his view to arts, 
we are told he was obliged to fend 
tothe continent for architects. In 
what fpecies of architecture the 
buildings of this prince were com- 
pofed, we know not: but probably 
in a purer ftyle, than what we now 
call Saxon; as "Alfred lived nearer 
Roman times; and perhaps pot- 
fefied in his own country fome of 
thofe beautiful models, which might 
have efcaped the rage of his an- 
cetlors. Even now, amidft all that 
heavinefs, and barbarifma, which 


What buildihy's of 


we call Saxon, it is not dificult ee 
trace fome features of Roman ori- 
gin. Among the ruins of Brink- 
burn abbey, between Rothbury, 
and Warxworth, in Northumber- 
land, we difcover in fome parts 
even Roman elegance. 

“ This tpecies of architeCture is 
fuppofed to have continued till the 
time of the Crufades ; when a new 
fiyle of ornament at leatt, fantatftic 
in the highett degree, began to ap 
peir. It forms a kind of compo- 
fire with the Saxon; and hath been 
called by fome antiquarians the Sa- 
racenic: though others difaliow 
the term. Many ruins of this kind 
are ftill exi‘iing. 

*“ The Enehth architec how- 
ever began, by degrees, to ftrike 
out a new mode of architecture for 
himfelt ; without fearching the 
continent for models. This is cal 
led the Gothic; but for what rea- 
fon, it is hard to fay: for the 
Goths, who were never in England, 
had becn even forgotten, when it 
was invented; which was about 
the reign of Henry Il. It is be- 
fides found no where, I believe, 
but in England; except in fuch 
parts of Fran e, as were in pofleiiion 
of the Fnglifh. 

“¢ In this beautiful fpecies of ar- 
chitelure the antiquarian points 
out three periods. 

‘* When it firft appeared, the 
round Saxon arch began to change 
intuthe pointed one; and the fhorr, 
clumfy pillar began to clufter; but 
fill the Saxon heavinefs in part pre- 
vailed. Salifbury cathedral, which 
was finithed about the year 1250, 
is generally conlidered as a very 

ure fpecimen of the Gothic, in 
it’s firft, and ruder form. 

“* By degrees improvements in 
architecture wereintroduced. The 
eatt- window being inlarged, wag 


trailed over with beautiful p at 
work ; 
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work; while the cluffered-pillar 
began to increafe in height, and 
ele,ance; and toarch, and ramify 
along the roof. Inthort, anivtire 
new mode of zrchiteéture, purely 
Brith, was introduced. “he 
grandeur of the Roman —the hea- 
vinefs of the Saxon—and the gro- 
tef{que ornament of the Saracenic, 
were all equally relinquithed. An 
airy lightoefs pervaded the whole ; 
and ornaments of a new invention 
took place. Thecathedral of York, 
and part of Canterbury, among 
many others, are beautiful exam- 
ples of this period of Corhic archi- 
tecture. 

«© About the time of the later 
Henries, the laft period began to 
obtain; in the architecture of 
which the flat, ftone roof, and a 
variety of different ornaments were 
the chief characteriftics. Of this 
inriched fiyle King’s college chapel 
in Cambridge, and Henry VII.’s at 
Weflmintter, are two of the moft 
elegant examples. ‘ihe flat, ftone 
root is generally, even at this day, 
confidered, as a wonderful effort of 
art. It is iaid, that Sir Chrifto- 
pher Wren himfelf could not con- 
ceive it. He would fay, « Tell 
me where to place the firft ftone ; 


‘and I will follow it with a fe. 
** cond.” 

*« This ftyle is generally con. 
fidered as the perfection of Gothic 
architecture. I own, it rather ap- 
pears to me the decline of the art, 
"The ornaments fo aftectediy intro. 
duced, and patched on; as the 
rofe and portcullis in King’s cole 
lege chapel, have not, in my eye, 
the beauty of the middle ftyle; in 
which every ornament arifes na- 
turally from the feveral members 
of the building; and makes a part 
of the pile itfelf. Nor has the flat 
roof, with all it’s ornaments, in 
my opinion, the fimplicity and 
beauty of the ribbed, and pointed 
one. 

“ Abbeys formerly abounded 
fo much in England, thar a delie 
cious valley could fearce be found, 
in which one of them was not fta- 
tioned. ‘The very fites of mapy of 
thefe ancient edifices are now obli- 
terated by the plough ; yer flill fo 
many elegant ruins of this kind are 
left, that they may be called, not 
only one of the peculiar features of 
Englith landfcape; but may be 
ranked alfo among it’s moft pictu- 
ref{que beauties.” 
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Dr. HERSCHPL’s ACCOUNT of the DISCOVERY of TWO SA- 
TELLITES revolving round the GEORGIAN PLANET. 


[From the Seventy-feventh Volume of the Philofophical Tranfattions.} 


HE great dittance of the 
Georgian planet, and its 
refent fitvation in a part of the 
zodiac which is fcattered over with 
a multitude of {mall fars, has ren- 
dered it uncommonly difficult to 
determine whether, like Jupiter 
and Saturn, it be attended by fatel- 
lites. In purfuit of this inquiry, 
having frequently directed large te- 
lefcopes to this remote planet, and 
finding myfelf continually difap- 
pointed, I afcribed my failure to 
the want of fufficient light in the 
inftruments I ufed; and, for a 
while, gave over the attempt. 

‘* In the beginning of laft month, 
however, I was often furprifed 
when I reviewed nebule that had 
been feen in former fweeps, to find 
how much brighter they appeared, 
and with how much greater facility 
Ifawthem. The caufe of it could 
be no other than the quantity of 
light that was gained by laying 
afide the fmall fpeculum, and in- 
troducing the front-view; an ac- 
count of which has been inferted, 
by way of note, to the catalogue 
of nebulz contained in the Philo- 
fophical Tranfactions, vol. Ixxvi. 
P- 499- 

“ It would not have been par- 
donable to neglect fuch an advan- 
tage, when there was a particular 
objeét in view, where an acceffion 
of light was of the utmoft confe- 
quence; and I wondered why it 
had not ftruck me fooner. The 
ith of January, therefore, in the 
courfe of my general review of the 
heavens, I felected a {weep which 


led to the Georgian planet; and, 
while it paffed the meridian, I per- 
ceived near its difk, and withm a 
few of its diameters, fome very 
faint ftars whole places I noted 
down with great care. 
** ‘The next day, when the pla- 
net returned to the meridian, [ 
looked with a moft {crutinizing eye 
for my {mall ftars, and perceived 
that two of them were miffing. Had 
I been lefs acquainted with optical 
deceptions, I fhould immediately 
have announced the exillence of 
one or more fatellites to our new 
planet: but it was neceflary, that 
{ fhould have no doubts. ‘The 
lea? hazine(s, otherwife impercep- 
tible, may often obfcure fmall ftars ; 
and I judged, therefore, that no- 
thing lefs than a feries of obferva- 
tions ought to fatisfy me, in a cafe 
of this importance, To this end I 
noticed all the {mall ftars that were 
near the planet the 14th, 17th, 
i8th, and 24th of January, and 
the 4th and cth of February; and 
though, at the end of this time, I 
had no longer any doubt of the ex- 
ilience of at leaft one fatellite, I 
thought it right to defer this com- 
munication till I could have an o 
portunity of feeing it actually in 
motion. Accordingly I began to 
purfue this fatellite an Feb, the 7th, 
about fix o’clock in the evening, 
and kept it in view tll three in the 
morning on Feb, the 8th; at which 
time, on account of the fituation 
of my houfe, which intercepts a 
view of part of the ecliptic, I was 
obliged ro give over the chace: and 
during 
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during thofe nine hours I faw this 
fatellite faithfully attend its prima- 
ry planet, and at the fame time 
keep on, in its own courfe, by 
delcribing a confiderable arch of 
its proper orbit. 

«© While I was chie ly attending 
to the motion of this fate!lite, [ did 
not forget to follow another fimall 
fiar, which I was pretty well af- 
fured was alfo a fateilite, efpecially 
as I had, on the night of the 14th 
ot January, obferved two {mall 
flars which were wanting the 173), 
and again miffed other two the 24tu 
which had been noticed the i<th; 
but, whether owing '0 my great 
attention to the former fatellite, or 
to the clofenefs of this latter, which 
was nearly hidden in the rays of 
the planet, I could not be well af- 
fured of its motion. Indced, to- 
wards morning, when a change of 
place, in fo confiderable an inter- 
val as nine hours, would have been 
moit confpicuous, the moon inter- 
fered with the faint light of this 
fatellite, fo that 1 couid no longer 
perceive it. 

‘6 The fir! moment that offered 
for continuing tiefe obfervations 
was on Friday the gth, when I faw 
my firlt difcovered fatellite nearly 
in the place where I expected to 
find ix. 1 perceived alfo, that the 
next fuppoied fatellite was not in 
the fituation where I had le't it on 
the 7th, and could now diftinguifh 
very plainly that it had advanced in 
irs orbit, fince that day, in the 
fame direction with the other iatel- 
lite, but at a quicker rate. Hence 
it is evident, that it moves in a 
more contracted orbit; and I fhall 
therefore call it in future the firit 
fatellire, though latt difcovered, or 
rather latt afcertained ; fince 1 do 
not doult but chat I faw them both, 
for the firit time, on the fame day, 
which was January the 1ith, 1787. 

*¢ J now directed all my atten- 





DISCOVERY OF TWO SATELLITES. 


tion to the firit fatellite, and had 
an Opportunity to fee it for about 
three hours and a quarter ; curing 
which time, aS fur as one micht 
judge, it preierved its courfe, The 
interval which the cloudy weather 
had afforded was, however rather 
too fhort for fecing its motion fuf- 
ficiently, fo that I delerred a final 
judgment til the roth; and, in 
order to put my theory of thefe 
two fatellites to a trial, I made 4 
iketch on paper, to point out be- 
fore-hand their fituation with je. 
{pect to the planet, and its paraliel 
of declination. 

“The long expected evening 
came on, and, notwithttanding the 
moit unfavourable appezrance of 
dark weather, it cleared up at laf. 
And ihe heavens now difplayed the 
original of my drawing, by fthew- 
ing, in the fituation I] had deli- 
neated them, ihe Georgian planet 
attended by two fatellites. 

** | confefs that this fcene ap- 
peared to me with additional beau- 
ty, as the little frcondary planets 
feemed to give a dignity to the 
primary one, which raifes it into 
a more confpicuous fituation among 
the great bodies of our folar fyflem. 

“} have noticen themlong enough 
to afligu their periodical times with 
great accuracy ; but fuppofe that 
the firft performs a fynodical revo- 
lution in about eight days and 
three-quarters, and the fecond in 
nearly thirteen days and an half. 

“ Their orbits make a confider- 
able angle with the ecliptic; but 
to allign the real quan.ity of this 
inclination, with many other par- 
ticulars, will require a great deal of 
attention, and much contrivance: 
for, as eftimations by the eye can- 
not but beextremely tallacious, I do 
not expect to give a good account 
of their orbits till I can bring fome 
of my micrometers to bear upon 
them; which, thefe laf nights, I 

have 











Account of THREE VOLCANOS in the MOON. 


have i vain atrempted, thetr light 
being fo fecble as not to fuffer the 
leatt illumination, and that of the 
planet not being ftrong enough to 
sender the fimall filk-worm’s threads 
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_ot my delicate micrometers vifible, 


I have, neverthclefs, feveral re- 


fo irces in view, and do not defpair 


of fucceeding pretty well in the 
end,” 





Dr. HE aoe 
MOON, 
- [From the fame Work.] 


“© YT will be neceflary. to fay a 

few words by way of intro- 
duction to the account I have to 
give of fome appearances upon the 
moon, Which I perecived the toth 
and zoth of this month. The 
yhanomena of nature, etpecially 
thofe that fall unter the infpection 
of the aftronomer, are to be viewed, 
not only with the ufual attention to 
facts as they occur, but with the 
eye of reafon and experience. In 
this we are however not allowed 
to depart from plain appearances ; 
though their origin and fignifica- 
tion fhould be indicated by the mott 
characterifing features. Thus, 
when we fee, on the furiace of the 
moon, a great number of eleva- 
tions, from half a mile to a mile 
and an half inheight, we are ftria- 
ly intitled to cali them mountaws ; 
but, when we attend to their pur- 
ticular fhape, in which many of 
them refemble the craters of our 
volcanos, and thence argue, that 
they owe their origin to the fame 
caufe which has modelled many of 
thefe, we may be faid to fee by 
analogy, or with the eye ot re ifon. 
Now, in this latter cafe, though ir 
may be convenient, in {peaking of 
phenomena, to ufe exprethons that 
can only be juttified by reafoning 
upon the facts themfelves, it will 
certainly be the fatelt way not 
to neglect a full defcripion of 
them, that it may appear to others 
how far we have been authorized 
to ufe the mental eve. This being 


premifed, I may fafely proceed to 
Bive my obfervations. 


April 19, 1787, toh. 36! fidereat 
time, 

_ T perceive three volcanos in 
differeat places of the dark part of 
the new mon. Two of them are 
eithe: already nearly extinét, or 
otherwive in a ftate of going to 
break out: which perhaps may be 
decided next lunation. ‘The third 
fhews an actual eruption of fire, or 
luminous matter. I meafured the 
dittance of the crater from the nor- 
thern limb of the moon, and found 
it 3° 57,3. Its light is much 
brighter than the nucleus of the 
comet which M, Méchain difcover- 
ed at Paris the 10th of this month. 


~~ 


April 20, 1787, 10 h. 2” fidereal 
time. 

*¢ The volcano burns with greut- 
er violence than latt night. I be- 
lieve its diameter cannot be lefs 
than 3”, by comparing it with that 
of the Georgian planet; as Jupiter 
was near at hand, I turned the te- 
lefcope to his third fatellite, and 
eftimated the diameter of the burn- 
ing part of the volcano to be e jual 
to at lealt twice that of the fatellite. 
Hence we may compute that the 
fhining or burning matrer mutt be 
above three miles in diameter. It 
is of an irregular round figure, and 
very fharply defined on the edges. 
The other two volcanos are much 
farther towards the center of the 
moon, and refemble large, pretty 
faint nebula, that are gradually 
much brighter m the middie; bue 
no well defined luminous {pot can 
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be difcerned in them. Thefe three 
fpots are plainly to be diftinguifh- 
ed from the reit of the mar«s upon 
the moon ; for the reflection of the 
fun’s rays from the earth is, in its 
prefent utuation, fufficiently bright 
with a ten-feet reflector, to fliew 
the mvon’s fpots, even the darkeft 
ot them: nor did I perceive any 
fimilar phenomena lait lunation, 
though I then viewed the fame 
places with the fame inftrument. 

“ The appearance of what I 
have called the actual fire or erup- 
tion of a volcano, exactly refem- 
bied a finall piece of burning char- 
coal, when it is covered by a very 
thin coat of white afhes, which fre- 
quently adhere to it when it has 
been fome time ignited ; and it had 
a degree of brightneis, about as 
itrong as that with which fuch a 
coal would be feen to glow in faint 
daylight. 

«¢ All the adjacent parts of the 
volcanic mountain feemed to be 
faintly illuminated by the eruption, 
aud were gradually more obfcure 
as they lay at a greater dittance 
trom the crater. 

«¢ This eruption refembled much 
that which I faw on the 4th of 
May, in the year 1783; an ac- 
count of which, with many remark- 
able particulars relating to volca- 
nic mountains in the moon, I fhall 
take an early opportunity of com- 
municating tothis fociety. It dif- 
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fered, however, confiderably in 
magnitude and brightnefs; for the 
volcano of the year 1783, though 
much brighter than that which is 
now burning, was not nearly fo 
large in the dimenfions of its erup- 
tion: the former feen in the tee 
lefcope refembled a ftar of the 
fourth magnitude as it appears to 
the natural eye; this, on the con. 
trary, thews a vilible dik of kus 
minous matter, very different from 
the fparkling brightnefs of flare 
light. 

P. S. M. Meéchain having fa. 
voured me with an account ot the 
difcovery of his comet, I looked 
for it among the Pieiades, fuppofs 
ing its track firice the roth of this 
month to lie that way ; and faw it 
April igth, at 10h. 10’ fidereal 
time, when it preceded Fr d 
Piciadum about 54” in time, with 
nearly the fame declination as that 
ftar; but no great accuracy was 
attempted in the determination of 
its place. As I have mentioned 
the comet in a foregoing paragraph 
of this paper, I thought it proper 
here to add my obfervation of ir. 
*¢ The comet is nearly round, with 
** a fmall tail towards the north 
“ following part: the chevelure 
** extends to about four or five 
** minutes; and it has a central, 
** very fimall, ill-defined nucleus, 
** of no great brightnefs.” 





EXPERIMENTS on the MOISTURE abforbed from the ATMO- 


SPHERE by various 
THOMPSON, Kat. F.R.S. 


SUBSTANCES, 


By Sir BENJAMIN 


[From the fame Work.] 


* PPEING engaged inacourfe of with refpect to heat, and particu- 


experiments, upon the con- 
dutting powers of various bodies 


larly of fuch fubitances as are com- 
monly made ufe of for cloathing, 
: DY 
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in order to fee if I could difcover 
any relation between the conducting 
powers ot thofe fubftances, and 
their power of abforbing moitture 
from the atmofphere, I made the 
following experiments. 

*¢ Having provided a quantity of 
each of the undermentioned tub. 
{tances, in a ftate of the mot per- 
fect cleannefs and purity, I expofed 
them, fpread out upon clean China- 
plates, twenty-four hours in the 
dry air of a very warm room (which 
had been heated every day tor fe- 
veral months by a German ftove), 
the laft fix hours the heat being 
kept up to 85° of Fabrenheit’s 
thermometer; after which I entered 
the room with a very accurate ba- 
lance, and weighed equal quantities 
of theie various fubitances, as ex- 
prefied in the following tabie. 

“ This being done, and each 
fubitance being equally fpread out 
upon a very clean China plate, they 
were removed into a very large un- 
inhabited room upon the fecond 
floor, where they were expofed 48 


Weight after 
being dried 24 
hours in a hot 


The various fubftances. 
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hours, upon a table placed in the 
middle of a room, the air of the 
room being at the temperature of 
45° F.; atter which they were care- 
fully weighed (in the room, and 
were found to weigh as under men- 
tioned. 

** They were then removed into 
a very damp cellar, and placed up- 
on a table, mm the middle of a vaule, 
where the air, which appeared by 
the hygrometer to be completely 
faturated with moitture, was at the 
temperature of 45° F. ; and in this 
firuation they were fulfered to re. 
main three days and three nights, 
the vault being hung round, during 
all this time, with wet liven cloths, 
to render the air as dump as puilible, 
and the door of the vault being 
fhut. 

** At the end of the three days I 
entered the vault, with the balance, 
and weighed the various fubfances 
upon the fpot, when they were 
found to weigh as is exprefled in the 
third column of the following table. 


Weight after 
being expofed 
48 hours in a 


Weight after 
being expoled 


72 hours ina 





room. cold, uninabit- damp cellar. 
ed roum. 
Pts. Pts. Its. 
Seep’s wool + ete 1000 = 1084 183 
Beaver’s tur - - - 1000, —= 1072 —= 112g 
The fur of a Ruffian hare - 1000 — «1065 — 11g 
Eider’ down - ° ° 1d0c0  — 1067 — i112 
. Raw, fingle thread - 10090 — 1057 — 1107 
Silk . : 
} Ravelings of whiretaffet 1000 = «= 1054 == _~—s—: 1103 
Otis Fine hint Pt oe soco hUu— «81046 — 11028 
Ravelings of fine linen 1000. == 1044 == 1082 
Silver wire, very fine, gilt, and 
flared, being the ravelings oth 1000 =— 1000 *= 1000 
gold lace. 


N.B 
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N.B. The weight made ufe of 
in thefe experiments was that of 
Cologne, the parts or leatt divifions 
being = ¢.% 46 pertof a mark, con- 
fequently 1000 of thefe parts make 
about 524 grains of Troy. 

«+ I did not add the filver wire to 
the bodies above mentioned from 
any idea that that fubflance could 
poilibly imbibe moitture trom the 
atmofphere ; but I was willing to 
fee whether a metal, placed in air 
faturated with water, 1s not capable 
of receiving a fmall addition of 
weight from the moifture attracted 
by it, and attached to its furtace ; 
from the refult of the experiment, 
however, it fhould feem that no 
fuch attraction fubtifts between the 
metal J made ule of, and the watery 
vapour diffol ved in air. 

«¢] was totally miftaken in my 
conjectures relative to the retults of 
the experimen:s with the other fub- 
ftances. As linen is known to at- 
tract water with fo much avidity ; 
and as, on the contrary, wool, hair, 
feathers, and other like animal fub- 
flances, are made wet with fo much 
difficulty, I had little doubt but 
that linen would be found to attract 
moiiure from the atmofphere with 
much greater forcethan any of thote 
fubtiances ; and that, under fimilar 
circomftances, it weuld be found to 
contain ‘much more water: and I 
was much confirmed in this opinion 
upon recollecting the great difler- 
ence in the apparent dampreis of 
linen and of woollen clothes, when 
they are:both expofed to the fame 
atmofphere. But thefe experiments 
have convinced me, that all my fpe- 
culations were founded upon erre- 
neous principles. 

6 Te fhould feem, that thofe be- 
dies which are the moft eafily wet, 
or which receive water, in its un- 
elettic form. with the createft eafe, 
are not thofe which in all cafes at- 





tract the watery vapour diffolved in 
the air with the greateft force. 

* Perhaps the apparent dampnefs 
of linen, to the touch, arifes more 
from the eafe with which that fyb. 
flance partswith the water it contains, 
than trom the quantity of water it 
actually holds: in the fame man. 
ner as a body appears hor to the 
touch, in coniequence of its parting 
frecly with tts heat, while ano her 
body, which is actually at the fame 
temperature, but which witholds 
i's heat with greater obilinacy, af- 
fects the fenfe of feeling much leis 
vio.ently. 

** itis well known, that woollen 
clothes, fuch as flannels, &c. worn 
next the tkin, greatly promote in. 
fenfibie perfpiration. May not this 
arife principally from the firong 
attraction which fubfds between 
wool and the watery vapour which 
is continually iffuing from the ha- 
man body ? 

‘* That it does vot depend entire- 
ly upon the warmth of that cover. 
ing, is clear; for the fame degree 
of warmth, produced by wearing 
more clothing of a different kind, 
does not produce the fame ettect. 

*¢ The perfpiration of the human 
body being abforbed by a covering 
of flannel, it is immediately diuri- 
buted through the whole thickneds 
of that fubftance, and by that means 
expoted by a very farge furface to 
be carried off by the atmofphere ; 
and the lois of this watery vapour, 
which the flannel fuftains on the 
one fide, by evaporation, being 
immediately refiored from the other, 
in confequence of the ftrong attrac. 
tion between the flannel and this 
vapour, the pores of the fkin are. 
difencumbered, and they ase conti- 
nually furrounded by a dry, warm, 
and falubrious atmoiphere. 

‘Tam aftonifhed, that the caf- 
ton: of wearing flannel next the fkin 


fhould 
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f:eult not have prevailed more uni- 
verially. I am confident it would 
srevent a multitude of difeafes ; 
and I know of no greater luxury 
than the comfortable fenfation 
which arifes from wearing it, efpe- 
cially after one is a little accuftomed 
to it. 

« It is a miftaken notion, that it 
is too warm a closthing for fummer. 
1 have worn it in the hotteft cli- 
mates, and in all feafons of the 
year, and never found the leaft in- 
convenience from it. It is the 
warm bath of a perfpiration con- 
fined by a linen fhirt, wet with 
fweat, which renders the fummer 
heats of fouthern climates fo infup- 
portable ; but flannel promotes per- 
{piration, and favours its evapora- 
tion; and evaporation, as is well 
known, produces pofitive cold. 

‘*] firit began to wear flannel, 
not from any knowledge which I 
had of its properties, but merely 
upon the recommendation of a very 
avle phyfician (fir Richard Jebb) ; 
and when I began the experiments 
of which I have here given an 
account, I little thought of dif- 
covering the phyfical caufe of the 
good effects which I had experienced 
from it; nor had I the moft diftant 
idea of mentioning the circumflance. 
I thall be happy, however, if what 
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I have faid, or done, upon the 


fubjeét, fhould ‘induce others to 
make a trial of what | have fo long 
experienced with the greatest ad. 
vantage, and which, I am confident, 
they will find ro contribute greatly 
to health, and confequently to ail 
the other comforts and enjoyments 
of life. re 

“* 1 thall then think thef expe. 
riments, trifling as they may appear, 
by far the moil fortunate, and the 
moft important oncs I have ever 
made, 

«* With regard to the original 
object of thefe experinients, the 
difcovery of the relaion which I 
thought might poffibly fubiift be- 
tween the warmth of the fub. 
ftances in quetlion, when made ule 
of as cloathing, and their powers 
of attracting moitture from the at- 
mofphere ; or, in other words, be- 
tween the quantities of water they 
contain, and their conducting pow- 
ers with regard to heat; ) could 
not find that thefe properties de- 
pended in any manner upon, or 
were in any way connecied with, 
each other. 

“ The refult of my experiments 
upon the conducting powers of thefe 
fubitances, I referve for a future 
communication.” 





2 ——. 


On the PRODUCTION of BORAX. In a Letter from WILLIAM 
BLAZE, Efq. 


{From the fame Work.] 


es Y journey to the northern 

mountains in January laft, 

in attendance upon the vizier, gave 

me an opportunity of fatisfying, in 

fome degree, my curiofity on the 

— you are fo defirous of being 
417 7° 


informed of, the produ‘tion and 
manufacture of borax. The place 


which his exceYency vifited is called 
Betowle, and is a {mall principality 
in the firtt of the northern moun- 
tains, where they rife from the 

1 plains 
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plains of Hindoftan, and is diflant 
from Lucknow about two hundred 
miles N.E. The town is a prin- 
cipal mart, where the commodities 
of the mountains are exchanged for 
thofe of the plain. The raja, or 
prince of the country, holds his 
poffeffions in the hills as an inde- 
pendent fovereign ; but tor thofe un 
the plain he owes fealty, and pays 
tribute to the vizier. He there- 
fore embraced this opportunity of 

aying homage in perfon to his lord. 

uring his flay at court, I had an 
opportunity of making the enqui- 
ries I wifhed from his peopie, and 
particularly from his dewan or mi- 
nifler, who had with him fome of 
the inhabitants of the place where 
the borax is made. 

*¢ This faline fubftance, called in 
the language of this country /wa- 
gah, is brought into Hindottan from 
the mountains of Tibbet. The 
place where it is produced is in the 
kingdom of Jumlate, diftant from 
Betowie about thirty days journey 
noith. Jumlate is the largeit of 
the kingdoms in that part of the 
‘Tipbet mountains, aid is confidered 
as holding a fupertority over all the 
reft, 

*¢ The place where the borax is 
produced is deferibed to be in a 
final] valley, furrounded with fhowy 
mountains, in which ts a lake, about 
ix miles in circumference, the wae 
ter of which is conitantly hot, fo 
much fo that the hand cannot be 
held init for any time. The ground 
found the banks of the lake is_per- 
fectly barren, not producing even 
a blade of grafs; and the earth is 
tull of a faline matter in fuch plenty 
that, after fulls of rain o: fnow, it 
concretes in white flakes upon the 
furface, lke the natron in Hindof- 
tan. Upon the banks of this lake, 
in the winter feafon, when the fails 
of fuow begin, the earth is formed 
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into {mall refervoirs, by raifine x 
into banks about tix inches high ; 
when thefe are filled with fnow, the 
hot water from the lake is throwa 
upon it, which, together with the 
water trom the melted fhow, remains 
in the refervoir, to. be partly ab- 
forbed by the earth, and partly 
evaporated by the fun ; aiter which 
there remains at the bottom a cake 
of fometimes half an inch thick, 
of crude borzx, which is taken up 
and referved for ufe. It can only 
be made in the winter feafon, be- 
caufe the talls of {now are indifpen- 
fably requifite, and alfo becaufe 
the faline appearances upon the 
earth are ftrongeft at that feafon, 
When once it has been made upon 
any {pot, in the manner above de- 
feribed, it cannot be made again 
upon the fame place, till the {now 
fliall have fallen upon it and dif- 
folved three or four times; after 
which the fa‘ine efflorefcence re- 
appears, and it is again fit tor the 
operation. 

** The borax in the flate above 
defcribed, is tranfported from hill 
to hill upon goats, and pafles through 
many different hands before it 
reaches the plains, wich increafes 
the ditticulty of obt.ining authentic 
information rega'ding the original 
manufacture. When brought down 
from the hills, it is refined trom the 
earth and grofs impurities by boil- 
ing and cryfiallifation. 1 could 
obrain no anfwers te any quettion 
regarding the quality of rhe water, 
and the mineral productions of the 
foil. All they could fay of the 
former was, that it was very hot, 
very foul, and as it were greatly; 
that it boils up in many places, and 
has a very offenfive fmell: and the 
latter remarkable only tor the faline 
appearances above deicribed, That 
country, however, in general, pro- 
duces coafiderable quantities of iron, 
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copper, and fulphur. After being 
purified it fells in che market here 
tor about fifteen rupees per maund ; 
and Iam affured, by many of the 
natives, that all the borax in India 
coines only from the place above- 
int ntioned. 

‘+ | am afraid you will think this 
at beft but a very unfatisfactory and 
unphilotoph cal account of the mat- 
ter; but what can be done, where 
the only mode of information is 
through fome ‘of the wild and un- 
{ettled mountaineers ? for the place 
is inaceeflible even to the inhabi- 
tants of Hindoflan, and has never 
been vilited by any of them, ex- 
cept a few wandering Faquires, who 
have been fometimes led that wav, 
either to do penance, or to vifit 
fone of the temples in the moun- 
tuinse The cold in winter is de- 
fcribed to be fo intenfe that eve: 
thing is frozen up, and that lite 
can only be preferved by loads of 
blankets and fkins. In the fummer 
again, the reilection from the fides 
ot the mountains, which arte fteep 
and clofe to each other (there being 
intle or no plain ground betwixt 


them), renders the heat infuffer- 
able. 

“ I have not loaded this account 
with any reficctions or conjectures 
of my own. I have fimply given 
you the narrative of thofe from 
whom I had my information; and 
having put into.your pofleffion al} 
the data I have been able to collect 
upon the fubject, you may make 
what ufe of them you pleate. 

** | fhall conclude with a few ob 
fervations regarding the credibilit 
of the relation: and, firft, that it 
is really broughr from the Tibbet 
mountains is certain, as I have my- 
felf often had occafion to fee large 
quantities of it brought down, and 
have purchaled from the Tartar 
mountaineers, who brought it to 
market; fecondly, I have never 
heard of its being either produced 
or brought into this country from 
any other quarter; and, thirdly, if 
it was made on the Coromandel 
coatt, as fome books mention, I 
think there can be little doubt, but 
that the whole procefs would have 
been fully enquired into, and giver 
tothe public long before this time,” 
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WILLIS’s Method of preventing STONE RETORTS from breaking 
during CHEMICAL OPERATIONS. 


(From the Fifth Volume of the Tranfactions of the Soctety for the 
Encouragement of Arts. ] 


‘6 W Have always found it neceffary 

to ufe a previ us coating for 
filling up the interflices of the 
earth or ftone, which is made by 
diffolving two ounces of borax in a 
pint of boiling water, and adding 
to the folution as much flaked lime 
as will make it into a thin patte ; 
this, with a common painter’s broth, 
may be f{pread over feveral ictorts, 


which when dry, are then ready 
for the proper preferving coating. 

*« The intention of this firft coat- 
ing is, that the fubftances thus 
fpread over, readily vitrifying in 
the fire, prevent any of the diffill- 
ing matters from pervading the re- 
tort, but does in no wife prevent it 
from cracking. 

** Wherever I want to ufe any 
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of the above coated retorts; aftcr I 
have charged them with the fub- 
fiance, to be diitiiled, I prepare a 
thin pafle, made with common lin- 
feed oil and flaked lime well mixed, 
and perteétly platiic, that it may be 
ealily {pread: with this let the re- 
torts be covered all over except that 
part of the neck which is to be in- 
ferted into the receiver, this is rea- 
dily done with a painter’s brush ; 
the coating will be futticiently éry 
in a day or two, and they wiil then 
be fit for ufc. 

«* With this coating, I have for 
feveral years worked my ftone re- 
torts, without any danger of thcir 
breaking, and have frequently ufed 
the fame retort four or five times ; 
obferving particular], :o coat it over 
with the laft mentioned compofition 
every time it is charged with frefh 
materials ; before I made ufe of.this 
expedient, it was an even chance, 
in conducting operations in ftone 
and earthen retorts, whether they 
did not crackevery time; by which 
means great lofs has been futiaimed, 

«It at any time during the epe- 
ration, the retorts fhould crack ; 
fpread fome of the oil compotition 
thick on the part, and {prinkle fome 


On the CURE of SMOKY CHIMNEYs. 


powder of flaked lime on it, and 
it immediatcly tlops the fiffure and 
prevents any of the diftilling matter 
trom pervading; even that fubtile 
penetrating {ubitaoce the folid phof. 
phorus will not penetrate through 
it. It may be applied without any 
danger, even when the retort is red 
hot; and whem it is made a litth 
ititfer, is more proper for luting 
veflcls than any other I ever have 
trict; becaufe if poperly mixed, 
it will never crack ; nor will it in- 
durate fo as to endanger the break- 
ing the necks of the vefiels when 
taken off. 

‘*¢ As the above method of pre. 
ferving retorts may be of fingular 
fervice to philofophical chemitts, as 
well as thofe who practife the {ci- 
ence for commercial purpofes ; it 
is my with it fhould be generally 
known ; as many curious operations 
may be eariied on with greater 
fatety, afd at an eafier expence. I 
have communicated it t the duke 
de Chaulnes, who ne doubr will 
make it known to the French che- 
mits ; and fhail Se happy to hear 
of its being of advantage to a fei- 
ence fo much cultivated in the pre- 
fent age.” 





Dr. RUSTON’s Letter to Dr. FRANKLIN on the CURE of SMOKY 
CHIMNEYS. 


{From Dr. Frank in’s Philojophical and Mifcellaneous Papers. } 


“ HE fubjeét of fmoky chim- 

neys, of which I had the 
honour of converfing with you at 
vour own houfe laft evening, is of 
fo much importance to every indi- 
vidual, as well as to every private 
family, that too much light caanot 
be thrown upon it. 


“- 


* A fmoky houfe and a feolding wife, 

Are (faid to be) two of the greatett 

ills in 1] fe.” 

‘* And however difficult it may 
be to remedy one of thofe ills, yet 
any advances we may be able to 
make towards removing the incon- 
venicnecs arifing trom the other, 

can- 
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eannot fail to be favourably received 
by the public. As they are fhortly 
to be favoured with your fentiments 
on that fubyect, portibty the follow- 
ing obfervations, which were in 
fact occafioned by uecctfity, and are 
the refult of my own experience, 
may not be altogether undeferving 
of notice. 

‘¢ When I left London and went 
to live in Devonfhire, in the latter 
end of the yerr 1777, it happened 
to be my lot to dwell in an old 
manfion which had been recently 
modernifed, and had undergone a 
thorough repair. But as in mott 
of the old houfes in England, the 
chimneys, which were perhaps ori- 
ginally built for the purpofe of 
burning wood, though they had 
heen contraéted in front, fince coal 
fires came into general ufe, to the 
modern fize, yet they were fill, 
above, out of fight, extravagantly 
large. This method of building 
chimveys may perhaps have an- 
fwered well enough while it was 
the cuftom to fit with the doors 
and windows open; but when the 
cuftoms and manners of the people 
began to be more polifhed and re- 
fined, when buildings and architec- 
ture were improved, and they began 
to conceive the idea of making their 
chambers clofe, warm, and com- 
fortable, thefe chimneys were found 
to fmoke abominably, for want of 
a fufficient fupply of air. ‘This 
was exactly the cafe with the houfe 
in which I firit lived, near Exeter, 
and I was under the neceffity of 
trying every expedient I could tnink 
ot to make it habitable. 

“ The firft thing I tried, was 
that method of contracting the chim- 
neys by means of eirthen pots, 
much in ufe in England, which are 
made on purpofe, and which are 
put upon the tops of them; bur 
shis methed by ne means anfwered. 
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[then thought of contratting them 
below, but as the method of con- 
tractiog them in front to the fize of 
a fmail coal-fire grate has an uns 
fishtly appearance, as it makes a 
difagreeable blowing like a furnace, 
and as it is the occafion of confum- 
ine a great deal of unneceffary fuel, 
the heat of which is ishteedienely 
hurried up the chimney, I rejeted 
this method, and determined to 
contract them above, a little out of 
light. For this purpofe I threw au 
arch acrofs, and alfo drew them in 
at the fides. This had fome effett, 
but as this contraction was made 
rather fuddenly, ani the fimoke, 
by ftriking againft the corners that 
were thereby occafioned, was apt to 
recoil, by which means fome part 
of it was thrown out intothe room ; 
I determined to make the contrac- 
tion more gradually, and therefore 
run it up at the back, where the 
depth of the chimney would admit 
of it, and alfa fhelving or loping 
in a conical kind of direétion at the 
fides, as high as a man, ftanding 
upright, could conveniently reach, 
and by this means braught the ca- 
vity within the {pace of about twelve 
by fourteen or fixteen inches, which 
] found fufficiently large to admit a 
boy to go up and down to fwee 
the chimneys. This method 
found to fuceeed perfectly well, as 
to curing the chimneys ot {moking, 
and it had this good effeét, of muk- 
ing the rooms confiderably warmer ; 
as this experiment fucceeded fo 
well, fince the only ufe of a chim- 
ney is to convey away the finoke, 
I determined to carry it ftill farther, 
in order to afcertain, with precifion, 
how much fpace is abfolutely ne- 
ceffary for that purpofe, becaue all 
the reft that is thut up muft be fo 
much ‘gained in warmth. Accord- 
ingly I laid a piece of flate acr fs 
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13 af 








- 


i a r 


ra 


3. 
| 
a 
7 


ee 








(134] On the CURE of SMOKY CHIMNEYS. 


at pleafure, fo as to contract the 
{pace above two thirds, leaving 
about threeinches by twelve remain- 
ing open; but this fpace, except 
when the fire burnt remarkably 
clear, was {carcely {ufficient to carry 
away the fmoke. I therefore en- 
larged it to half the fpace, that is, 
to about fix by feven or eight inches, 
which I found fully fufficient to 
carry away the fmoke trom the 
largeft fires. 

** When I removed into the Bed- 
ford Circus in Exeter, though the 
houfe was modern, and almott per- 
fectly new, yet the chimneys were 
large; in confequence of which 
almoft every room of it fmoked. 
My predeceffor, who was the firtt 
inhabitant, had been at great ex- 
pence in patent iloves, &c. but 
without effect ; but by adopting the 
method | have juft now defcribed, 
I not only cured every chimney of 
fmoking, but my houfe was remark- 
ed for being one of the warmett 
and moft comfortab!e to live in of 
any in that large and opulent city. 

‘¢ The houfe I now live in in Phi- 
ladelphia, I am told, has always 
had the character of being both 
cold and fmoky ; and I was con- 
vinced, as focn as I faw the rooms 
and examined the chimneys, that 
it deferved that character; for 
though the rooms were clofe, the 
chimneys were large: and we fhall 
ever find, that if our chimneys are 
large, our rooms will be cold, even 
though they fhould be tolerably 
clofe and tight ; becaufe the conftant 
rufhing in of the cold air at the 
cracks and crevices, and alfo at 
every opening of the door, will be 
fufficient to chill the air, as faft as 
it is heated, or to force the heated 
air up the chimney; but by con- 
trating the chimneys I have cured 
it of both thefe defects There 
was one remarkable circumflance 


attending the contraction of the 
chimney in the front parlour, which 
deterves to be attended to; which 
was, that before I applied the cait 
iron plate, which I made ufe of in. 
ftead ot ilate, to diminith the {pace 
requifite for a chimney-fweeper’s 
boy to go up and down, the fuction 
or draught of air was fo great, that 
it was with difficulty I could thut 
the door of the room, infomuch 
that I at firft thought it was owing 
to a tightuefs of the hinges, which | 
imagined muft be remedied ; but up- 
on applying the iron plate, by which 
the {pace was diminithed one half, 
the door thut to with the greatet 
eafe, ‘This extraordinary prefiure 
of the air upon the door of the 
room, or fucuon of the chimney, I 
take to be owing in fome meature 
to the unufual height of the houfe. 

‘¢ Upon the whole, therefore, 
this fact feems clearly afcertained, 
vize That the flue or fize of the 
chimney ought always to be pro- 
portioned tothe tightnefs and clofe- 
neis ot the room: fome air is un- 
doubtedly neceflary to be admitted 
into the room in order to carry up 
the fmoke, otherwife, as you juitly 
obferved, we might as well expect 
fmoke to arife out of an exhaufted 
receiver; but if the flue is very 
large, either the room is tight, and 
the fmoke will not afcend, or it is 
pretty open, and the confequence 
will be, that the air of your room 
will be fo frequently and io con- 
fiantly changed, that as faft as it is 
heated, it will be hurried away, with 
the fmoke, up the chimney, and of 
courfe your reom will be conftantly 
cold, 

‘«* Cne great advantage attending 
this method of curing fmoky chim- 
neys is, that, in the firit place, it 
makes no awkward or unlightly ap- 
pearance, nothing being to be teen 
but what is ufual to chimneys in 
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eommon ; and, in the fecond place, 
that it is attended with very little 
expence, a few bricks and mortar, 
with a plate or covering to the 
aperture, an: da little labour, being 
all that is requifite. But in this 
new country, where crops of houfes 
may be expected to rife almott as 
quick as fields of corn, when the 


principles upon which chimneys 
thould be erected ought to be tho- 
roughly underitood, it is to be 
hoped, that not only this expence, 
fmall as it, but that all the other 
inconveniences we have been fpeak- 
ing of, will be avoided, by con- 
fructing the flues of the chimneys 
fufficiently {mall.”” 





THOUGHTS on the CAUSE of the VARIATION of the NEEDLE. 


{From CavAtio’s Treatife on Magnetifm.]} 


ss HIS wonderful phenomenon 
has, fince it was firft difco. 

vered, employed the thoughts of 
very able philofopbers ; many hy- 
pothefes having been offered, not 
only tor its explan: ition, but even 
to foretel the future variations in 
various parts of the worid. I need 
not detain my reader with a parti- 
cular hiitory of thote hypothefes ; 
b ut fhall only obferve, in general, 
that neither have their predictions 
antwered, nor were any of them 
foun’ed upon evident principles. 
The fuppofition of a large magnet 
being inclofed within the body of 
the earth, and of its relatively mov- 
ing with refpedt to the outward fhell 
or crult; the fuppofition of there 
being tour moveable magnetic poles 
within the earth ; the hypothetis of 
a magnetic power, partly within 
and partly w thout the turf.ce of 
the earth; together with feveral 
other hy pothefes on the fame fub- 
ject, are not only unwarranted by 
actual experiments, but do neither 
feem analogous to the other opera- 
tions of nature. The late ingeni- 
ous Mr. Canton, F.R.S. was the 
firt, who endeavoured to account 
for the daily variation of the mag- 
netic needle by the heating and 


cooling of the magnetic bodies in 
different parts of che earth’s furface ; 
which was in confequence of his 
having firit obferved, that the ac- 
tion of the magnet on the needle 
was diminifhed by heating, and in- 
creafed by cooling. 

* Following Mr. Canton’s judi- 
cious method of deriving the ex- 
planation of natural appearances 
trom properties actually proved by 
experiments, I think, that the in- 
creafe and diminution of magnetic 
attraction, by heating and cooling 
of the magnet, as obterved by Mr. 
Canton, together with the refult of 
the experiments defcribed in the 
preceding chapter, feem fully futti- 
ent to account for the general varia- 
tion of the needle. 

“ It we collect under one point 
of view all the caufes hitherto af- 
certained, which can inereafe or 
diminifh the attraction between 
magnetic bodies, we fhali find, that 
the attraftion between the magnet 
and iron, or between magnet and 
magnet, is increafed by — oY 
a regeneretion of iron, or phlog 
tication of its calx, and, within 
certain limitations, by the action 
of acids upon the iron; that this 
attraction is diminifhed by heating, 
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and by the decompofttion of iron ; 
and, laftly, that it is probably an- 
nibilated by a very great degree of 
heat. 

‘© Thefe truths being premifed, 
it muft be confidered, firft, that, 
according to innumerable obferva- 
tions and daily experience, the 
body of the earth contains almoft 
every where ferruginous bodies in 


* various tlates and bulks. Secondly, 


that the magnetic needle muft be 
attracted by all thofe bodies, and 
its firuation or direétion mutt be de- 
termined by all thofe attra‘tions 
contidered together, viz. from their 
common centre of action. Thirdly, 
that by removing or altering the 
degrees of attraciion of fome of 
thofe bodies, which are fiiuate on 
one fide of the magnetic meridian, 
more than of thofe fituated on the 
other fide, the above-mentioned 
common centre of aitrodion:, and, 
of courte, the direction of the mag- 
netic needle, mutt be altered, which, 
in fact, is the variation of the nee- 
dle. And, laftly, that this altera- 
tion in the attractions of fome of 
the ferruyinous bodies in the earth 
muft undoubtedly take place, it be- 
ing occafioned by the parts of the 
earth being irregularly heated and 
cooled, by the action of volcanos, 
which decompote or otherwife alter 
large mafics of ‘erruginous fub- 
ftance ; by earthquakes, which re- 
move terruginous bodics trom their 
original places; and we may add 
allo by the awrora borealis; tor 
though we aie as yet ignorant of 
the caufe of that furpriing pheno- 
menon, it is, however, certain, that 
the magnetic needle has been fre- 
quently difturbed when the axrora 
borealis appeared very ftrong. 

‘* jhe magnetic needle, there- 
fore, being necetiartly aflected by 


thefe caufes, and they appearing 
fufficieat to account for its variation 
it feems unneceflary to have recourfe 
to other hypothetical caufes, which 
are not eftablifhed on actual expe- 
rience. : 

* In order to exemplify this ex. 
planation of the variation in a fa- 
miliar manner, I made the fellow- 
ing experiment : Four earthen 
veffels were difpofed round the mag- 
netic needle, two near its fouth, 
and the other two near its north 
pole, but not at equal diftances. 
In one of thofe velels there was 
placed a natural magnet; the fe- 
cond contained feveral {mall bits 
of magnetic iteel mixed with earth ; 
and in each of the other two there 
Were put about four ounces of iron 
filings. Things being thus difpof- 
ed, and left undifturbed for about 
halt an hour, the needle remained 
unaltered. ‘Then the pieces of mag- 
netic fteel and earth were ftirred 
with a ftick, in confequence of 
which the needle was agitated. Af- 
ter this, fome diluted vitriolic acid 
was poured upon the filings in one 
of the veffels, the action of which 
attracted the needle that way ; but 
whilit the needle remained in that 
fituation, fome diluted vitriolic acid 
was poured upon the iron filings in 
the other veflel, which flood on the 
other tide ; in confequence of which 
the needle went back again towards 
its former direction. Whil(t the 
effervefcences were going on in the 
two veffels, the magnet in the firtt 
vefl.- was heated by means of boil- 
ing water, which occafioned another 
alteration in the direction of the 
magnetic needle; and thus, by al- 
tering the ftate of the ferruginous 
{ubitances in the veffels, the ceedle’s 
direction was altered, in evident 
imitation of the natural variation.” 
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Oa the PERCEPTIBILITY of VEGETABLES. 


[Froin the Fifth Volume of Dr, Watson’s Chemical Effays.} 


<¢ J VERY one thinks that he 

knows what an animal is, 
and how it is contradittinguifhed 
from a vegetable, and would be of- 
fended at having his knowledge que- 
jlioned thereupon, A dog ora horfe, 
he is truly pe:fuaded, are beings as 
clearly diftinguifhed from an herb 
or a tree, as light is from darknefs ; 
vet as in thefe, fo in the produc- 
tions of nature, the tranfition from 
one to the other is effected by im- 
perceptible gradations. 

‘+ ‘The loco-motive powers which 
appertain to moft animals, whether 
they proceed from the Cartefian 
mechanifm, or from fenfation, are 
fo manifeft in quadrupeds, birds, 
jibes, and infeéts, that in our firit 
and fuperficial inquiries into nature, 
we are apt to confider the poffef- 
tion or want of thefe powers, as 
making a decilive and efiential dif- 
ference between animal and veget- 
able bodies ; and it is not without a 
certain degree of regret, as it were, 
that we find ourfelves obliged to 
predicate animality concerning a 
great varity of beings, which are 
ceilitute of every power of progret- 
five motion. It at the fame time 
we happen to have entertained fome 
preconceived opinions, no matter 
whence they have been derived, 
concerning the ufual fhapes of ani- 
mals, (though they are far more 
different from one another than 
fome of them are trom vegetables) 
our repugnancy to the admitting a 
being of the outward form’of a 
fhrub, into the clafs of animals, is 
much increafed. Hence bave pro- 
cceded moti of the objéctions which 
have been made to the fine diico- 
veiics of Pe) ffonel, Jutlieu, Ellis, 


and others, relative to the animal 
nature of corals, madrepores, mille- 
pores, corallines, fpunges, and 4 
numerous tribe of bodies which the 
very ingenious labours of Marligli 
had tormerly removed from the 
mineral kingdom, where they kad 
been placed by Woodward and other 
mineralifts, and allotted to that of 
vegetables, 

*¢ if rejecting fpontaneous motion 
and figure as very inadequate teits 
of animality, we adopt perception 
in their ftead; no doubt, he would 
be efteemed a vifionary in philofoe 
phy who thould extend that faculty 
to vegetables; and yet there ave 
feveral chemical, phytical, and me- 
taphyfical reafons which feem to 
render the fuppoiition not altogether 
indefenfible. 

‘“‘ The greater the quantity of 
perceptign exiiting in the univerfal 
fyiiem of creation, the greater is 
the quantity of happinefs produced 3 
and the greater the quantity of hap. 
pinels produced, the greater is the 
goodnefs of the Deity in the etti- 
mation of beings with our capaci- 
ties. The latter part of this pro- 
potion needs no proof; and the 
tormer is liable but to one objec- 
tion, and that grounded upon a talfe 
fuppolition, If, it may be urged, 
all the f{pecies of percipicat beings 
be not accommodated with objects 
congruous to their faculties of per- 
ception, and productive of more 
pleafure than pain to the whole 
{pecies taken collectively, then the 
avination of that matter of which 
they conlift is an introduction of 
evil, and no teit of benevolence. 
This may be granted ; but in all 
the fpecics of beings which come 

within 
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within the obfervation of our fenfes, 
the fuppofition of their not being 
furnifned with objects fulred to their 
well being is evidently not true, and 
therefore ought, from analogy, to 
be rejected with reference to iuch 
as by their magnitude, their mi- 
nutenefs, or their dulnefs ot per- 
ception efcape our examination. 

“* That antmals fheuld feed one 
upon another, is a law of nature 
fuli of wifdom and goodnefs, life 
and happinefs being indefinitely 
multiplied thereby. For a given 
quantity of what are called veget- 
ables, annually produced upon a 
= of a given diameter, being 
ufficient but for the fupport of a 
given number of herbaceous animals, 
whofe place in the univerfe not ad- 
mitting their immortality, it hath 
been wifely contrived that their 
bodies, which from their ftructure 
muft perifh, thould in ceafing to 
live, become the tnitruments of fup- 
porting life in beings, which could 
not by any other means have had 
an exiftence, at leatt Oo this 
globe; and of the other parts of 
the univerie we know nothing ex- 
cept from analogy, and trom that 
we mutt conclude that the +2 wa», 
be it finite or infinite, is as full of 
life as this particular part with 
which we are conneéted. Nay, 
animated matter, containing as it 
were the concentrated virtue of 
many vegetables, ferves for the (up- 
port of life, and the confeguent 
communication of happinefs in a far 
more ample manner than vegetables 
themfelves; animal fubfiances in 
equal weights furnifhing more mu- 
trnment than vegetable. It is by 
death a feeming impertedtion in hits 
workmanfhip, that the Deity pre- 
ferves vegetable life, fupports the 
animal kingdom, daily regulates 
and renews the economy of nature, 
and continues this wonderful fyflem 
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of things in full youth and vigour, 
not interrupted by difeafe, nor en. 
fecbled by old age. 

“s No objection therefore to the 
auimality of vegetables can be 
brought from any confidcrations 
refpecting their daily dettruction ; 
for the cettruétion of animals by 
other animals, the del/em omnium in 
omnia, 1s an univerfal law of nature, 
derived from the fame benevolence 
to which we attribute creation it. 
felf. If then every part ef the 
vegetable kingdom hath a degree 
of percepivity, however fmall, 
there will be a gain of happinefs 
to the whole fyiiem; the aggregate 
may be of a value not to be over- 
looked by him, to whom the exiii- 
ence of ull things is equally poli. 
ble, and from whom all created ex- 
ittences are equally dittant in per- 
fection. 

“ Wherever there is a vafcular 
fyftem, containing a moving nutri- 
tive /uccus, there is lite ; and where- 
ever there is life there may be, for 
aught we can prove to the contrary, 
a more or lefs acute perception, 
a greater or lefs capacity for the 
reception of happinefs ; the quan- 
tity, indeed, of which after we have 
defeended below a certain degree 
of fentibility, will (according to 
our method of eftimating things, 
which is ever partial and relative 
to ourfelves) be fmall in each indi- 
vidual; yet is the exiftence of it 
in the nature of things poffible, 
from the analogy of nature proba- 
ble: and who can tell whether in 
a fyitem of nature, confefledly 
contrived for the production of the 
greateft poffible good, it may not 
alfo be neceffary ? 

‘6 It fhould be well weighed by 
the metaphyficians, whether they 
ean exclude vegetables from the 
poffeffion of the faculty of percep- 


tion, by any other than compara- 
tive 





On the PERCEPTIBILITY of VEGETABLES. 


tive arguments ; and whether the 
fame kind of comparative reafoning 
will not equally exclude from ani- 
mality thofe ammals which are pro- 
vided with the feweft and the ob- 
tufeit fenfes, when compared with 
fuch as are furnifhed with the moit 
and the acuteit. The perception 
of a man (though it may be doubr- 
ed whether there are not feveral 
animals which have all the fentes 
more acute) reems to be indefinitely 
greater when compared with th: at 
of corallines, fea-pens, and oy tiers, 
than the perception ot thefe, which 
are allowed to be animals, doth 
when compared with the figns of 
perception manifefted by a variety 
et what are called vegetables. 

Spunges open and thut their ma- 
milla, corals and fea-pens protrude 
or draw back their fuckers, fheil- 
fii open or keep clofe their thells 
in fearch of food or avoidance of 
injury ; it is from thefe and fimilar 
mufcular motions that we judge the 

beings to which they belong to 
have perception, thar is, to be 
animals. Now in the vegetable 
kingdom, we may obferve the muf- 
cular motions of many plants to 
be, to the full, as definite and dif- 
tinguithable as thofe of the clafs 
of animals jutt mentioned. The 
plants called heliotrope turn daily 
round with the fun; by conitantly 
prefenting their ({urfaces to that lu- 
minary, they feem as detirous of ab- 
forbing a nutriment from its rays, 
as a bed of mufcles doth from the 
water, by opening their fhells upon 
the afflux ot the tide. ‘The Flores 
are as uniform in their 
opening and fhutting as animals are 
in their times of feeding and digett- 
ing; fome in thefe motions do not 
obierve the featons of the year, but 
expand and thut up their flowers 
at the fame hour in ail feafons ; 
others, like a variety of infects 


olares 
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which appear, or not, according to 
the heat of the weather or climate, 
open later in the day, or do not 
open at all, when they are removed 
from a fouthern to a more north- 
ern latitude. ‘I'vefoil, wood-forrel, 
mountain ebony, wild fenna, the 
African marigold, &c. are fo regu- 
lar in fold ng up their leaves before 
rainy weather, that they feem to 

have a kind of inttinét or foretight 
fimilar to that of ants ; which how- 
ever deferts mapy of them as foon 
as they have propagated their kind, 
by fhedding their pollen. Young 
trees, in a thick toreft, are found 
to incline themfelves cowards that 
part through which the light pe- 
netrates, as plants are obferved ro 
do in a darkened chamber towards 
a ftveam of ligh: let in through an 
orifice, and as the cars of cora do 
towards the fouth. ‘The roots of 
plants are known to turn away with 
a kind of abhor rence: from what. 
ever they meet with which 1s hurt- 
ful tothem, and to defe re their ore 
dinary direction, and to tcad with 
a kind of natural and irretiitible 
impulfe toward collections of water 
placed within their reach: many 
plants experience convulfions of 
their ftamina upon being flightly 
touched. Whatever can produce 
any effect upon an animal organ, 
as the impact of external bodics, 
heat and cold, the vapour of burn- 
ing fulphut, of volatile alcali, want 
ot air, &c. are found to act allo 
upon the plints called fenfitive. 
But not to infift upon any more in- 
ftances, the mufcular motions of 
the Dioxaea Mufipula, lately brought 
into Europe from America, feem 
far fuperior in quicknefs to thofe of 
a variety of animals. Now to ree 
fer the mufcular motions of fhell 
fifth, and zoophytes, to an internal 
rinciple of voliion, to make them 

indicative of the perceptivity of she 
being ; 
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being ; 2nd to attribute the more 
notable ones of vegetables, to cer- 
tan mechanical dilatations, and 
contractions of parts ogcafioned by 
external impulfe, la to err azaintk 
that rule of philofophyzing which 
aifigns the fame caules ior efiects of 
the fume kind. ‘“Hhe motions in 
both cafes are equa!ly acconimodat- 
ed to the prefervation of the being 
to which they belong, are equally 
difinct and uniform, and fhould be 
equally derived trom mechanifm, 
») equally admitted as critcrvions of 
pe ception. 

+} ]J-am fenfible that thefe ond 
other fimilar motions of vegetables 
may by fome be confidered as ana- 
Jovous to the automatic or invo un- 
tary motions of animals; but as it 
is not yet determined amongfi the 
phyifiologifls, whether the motion 
of the heait, the periflaltic motion 
of the bowels, the contractions ob. 
fervable upon external impulf+ = 
the mufcles of animals deprived on 
their heads and hearts, be attribut- 
able to an irritability upaccompa- 
nied with perceptivity, or to an 
uneaty fenfation, there feems to be 
no reafon for entering iato fo ob- 
fcure a difquifition ; efpecially fince 
irritability, if admitted as the caufe 
of the motions of vegetables, muft, 
a fortiori, be admitted as the caufe 
of the lefs exquifite and cifcernible 
notions of beings univerfally re- 
ferred to the animal kingdom, 

‘¢ Phyfical obfervations concern- 
ing the generation, nutrition, or 
ganization, life, health, ficknefs, 
and death of plants, help us as lit- 
tle towards the eftablifhing a dif- 
criminative characterittic between 
them and animals, as metaphyfical 
{peculations relative to the quantity 
of happinefs, or degrees of percep- 
tivity. , ' 

“¢ The eaflern practice of faecun- 
dating the female palm tree by fhak- 


ing over it the duft of the male, 
which Herodotus mentions in his 
account of the country about Ba- 
bylon, and of which Dr. Haffel- 
quill in the year 1750 was an eye. 
witnels, was not unknown to Arif- 
totle and Pliny: but the ancients 
feem not to have carried the fexual 
fyitem beyond that fingle inttance, 
which was of fo remarkable a kind, 
that it was hardly poffible for them 
to overlook it ; at prefent there are 
few boianifls in Europe who do not 
admit its univerfality. Ie feems 
generally agreed, that a communi- 
cation ot fexes, in order to produce 
their like, belongs to vegetables as 
well as tq animals, The difputes 
fubfitting among the anatomiils, 
concerning the manner in which 
conception is accomplifhed, whether 
every animal be produced ad ovo 
femellc, OF a vermiculo in femine 
maris, are exaétly fimilar to thofe 
amongft botanifts concerning the 
manner in which the farina fe- 
cundaas contributes to the rendering 
the feed prolific : but however thefe 
doubts may be determined, they 
affect not the prefent inquiry, fince 
it is allowed on all hands, that as 
the eggs of oviparous animals, 
thovgh they arrive at their full 
magnitude, are incapable of being 
vivitied by incubation, uniefs the 
female hath had commerce with the 
male ; fo the dates of female palm 
trees, and the fruits ot other plants, 
though they ripen, and arrive at 
maturity, will not grow unlefs they 
have been forcundated by the pollen 
of the male. 

“In like manner, notwith{tand- 
ing the diverfity of opinion which 
hath long fubfiited, and in a mat- 
ter fo little capable of being en- 
lightened by experiment, probably 
ever will fubft, concerning the 
moilus agendi by which nature ela- 
borates the nutritive fluid, admi- 

nifters 
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niflers it to the foetus in the womb, 
and produces an extention of parts ; 
yet ince a placenta and an umbili- 
cal chord are by all thought eflen- 
tial co the effecting theie ends ; 
and fince the cotyledons of plants, 
which include the corcu/um or firtt 
principle of the future plint, with 
which they communicate by means 
ot tubes branched out into infinite 
ramifications, are wholly analogous 
to the placenta and umbilical chord 
of animals, we have great reaton 
to fuppofe that the embryo plant 
and the embryo animal are nourifh- 
ed and dilated in their cimeniions 
after the fame way. ‘This analogy 
might be extended and confirmed 
by obferving that the lobes, within 
which the toecundated germ is plac- 
ed, are by putrefaction converted 
into a milky fluid, well adapted as 
an aliment to the tender tta'e of the 
plant. 

«¢ Exfpiration and infpiration, a 
kind of larynx and lungs, perfpira- 
tion, inbibition, arteries, veins, 
laéteals, an organized body, and 
probably a circulating fluid apper- 
tain to vegetables as well as to ani- 
mals. Life belongs alike to both 
kingdoms, and feems to depend up- 
on the fame principle in both: ftop 
the motion of the fluids in an ani- 
mal limb by a ftrong ligature, the 
limb mortifies beyond the ligature, 
and drops off; a branch of a tree 
under hke circumftances, grows 
dry, and rots away. Health and 
ficknefs are only other terms for 
tendencies to prolong or to abridge 
the period of life, and therefore 
mutt belong to both vegetables and 
animals, as being both poffeffed of 
life. An eaft wind, in our climate, 
by its lack of moifture, is prejudi- 
cial to beth; both are fubject to 
be froft-bitten, and to confequent 
mortifications ; both languith in ex- 
eeflive heats; both experience ex- 
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travafations of juices from reple- 
tion, and pinings from inanitien 3 
but can fuifer amputation of limbs 
without being deprived of life, and 
in a fimiar manner both form & 
callus; both are lable to contract 
ine difeafes by infection ; both are 
ftrengthened by air and motion: 
Alpine plants, and fuch as are ex- 
poted to frequent agitation trom 
wiruls, being tar firmer and longer 
lived than thofe which erow in 
hady groves, or hot houfes; both 
are incapable of ailimilating to their 
proper fubflance all kinds of food ; 
for fruits are found to tatte of the 
fuil, ju(t as the urine, and milk, 
and ficfh, and bones of animals, 
often give indications of the parti- 
culir pabhli. m with which they have 
been ted: both die of oid aze, from 
execfs of hunger or thirtt, trom 
external injuries, trom inte mpera- 
ture of weather, or poifoned food. 
*¢ Seeds of various kinds retain 
their vegetative powers for many 
years: the vivificatitn of the eva, 
from which the infects occafioning 
the {Mut in corn, and the infaforra 
animalcula ob feivable in water after 
the maceration in plants, probably 
proceed, may be cilecemed a fimilar 
phenomenon. It is not yet clearly 
decided amongft naturalilis, whe- 
ther the feeds of mufhrooms, of 
mucors, and of the whole clafs of 


fungi, be not ina tepid, humid ma- 


trix, changed into vermicular ani- 
mals, which lofe in a little tim¢ 
their power of fpontaneous motion, 
coaleice together, and grow up into 
thefe very fingular plants: the 
quicknefs of their increafe, and the 
irrefiftible force with which the 
mouldinefs propagates itfelf, and 
deftroys the texture of the bodies 
upon which it fixes, feem to point 

towards an animal nature. 
‘* Different vegetables require 
different foils, as different animals 
de 
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do different food for their fupport 
and well being ; aquatics pine away 
in dry fandy grounds, and plants 
which love rocks and barren fitua- 
tions, where they imbibe their 
chiet nutriment from the air, be- 
come difeafed and putrid in rich 
bogs and twamps. 

«© There are aquatic animals 
which become immovable and lite- 
lefs when the rivulets in which they 
fubfiited happen to be dried up, but 
which recover their life and loco- 
motive powers upon the defcent of 
rain: in this circumftance they are 
analogous to the clafs of moftfes a- 
mony vegetables, which, though 
they appear to be dried up, and 
ready to crumble ino cutt during 
the heats of fummer, yet recover 
their verdure and vegetable life in 
winter, or upon being put into a 
huinid foil. 

“Trembley, Bonnet, and Spal- 
Janzani have vatftly amplificd our 
views of nature; they have difco- 
vered to us divers tpecics of ani- 
mals, which may be cut into a va- 
riety of pieces without lofing their 
animal lite, each piece growing up 
into a pertect animal of the tame 
kind: the multiplication of veget- 
ables by the planting ef branches, 
fuckers, or joints of roots is a hi- 
milar effect. ‘he re-production of 
the legs of craw-filh, lobiters, crabs, 
of the horns and heads of fnails, 
Jeys of lizards, of the bony legs 
and tails of falamanders, when by 
accident or defign they have been 
deprived of them; and the great 
difference in the time of the repro- 
duction, according to the feafon of 
the year in which the limb is lait, 
are wonders in the animal kingdom, 
but wholly analogous to the repul- 
lulation of trees after lopping. 

* All plants, except thofe of the 
clafles munecia and diecia, are 

esmaphrodites ; thatis, they have 


the male and female organs of ge. 
neration within the fame empale- 
ment. Shell-fifi, and fuch other 
animals as refemble vegetables in 
not being able to move far in fearch 
of mares, with which they might 
propagate their kind, are herma- 
phiodites alfo: Reaumur hath prov- 
ed that vine fretters do not want an 
union ot fexes tor the multiplica- 
tion of their kind. 

‘¢ From the conjundtion of ani- 
mals of different fpecies are pre. 
duced /ybrides, which in many cafes 
cannot propagate: botanifts have 
tried the experiment, and by tor. 
cundatin? female flowers with the 
male duit of another fpecies, have 
produced hybridous plants, of an 
intermediate fhape, the feeds of 
which are barren and citete. 

© Trees fhed their leaves as birds 
do their feathers, and hirfute ani- 
mals their hair. At particular fea- 
fons the juices of vegetables move 
with fulnefs and vigour; at others 
they are lefs plentitul, and feem to 
fiagnate; and in this they refemble 
dormice, bats, frogs, and number- 
leis other animals of cold blood, 
which le terpid and dettitute of 
every fign of life during the winter 
time ; the action of the lungs and 
of the heart being, if any, imper- 
cepubly weak and languid. 

‘“* Few, if any animals can exift 
without a reciprocal fucceflion of 
fleep and vigilance, and the younger 
the animal, the greater is its pro- 
penfiry to fleep: the fame alterna- 
tive feems neceflary for the health of 
feveral vegetables ; a great variety 
of plants fold up their leaves, and 
feemingly compofe themfelves to 
reit, in the night time, and this dif- 
polition for fleep is more remarkable 
in young plants than in old ones ; 
nor does it, as might be fufpetted, 
depend upon the influence of light 
or heat, tince plants in hor houles, 

where 
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where the heat is kept at the fame 
degrec, told up their leaves at a 
ftated time in the evening, and ex- 
pand them in the morning, whether 
the light be let in upon them or not. 
It may deferve to be inquirtd, whe- 
ther by a relaxation of fibres thefe 
plants become fubject to a more co- 
pious pertpiration during fleep than 
in their ftate of vigilance, as Sanc- 
torius hath proved to be the cafe 
in animals. 
‘© There is a great diverfity, but 
a regular fucceffion in the times, in 
which animals of different fpecies 
feel the @frum, by which they are 
ftimulated to the propagation of 
their refpective kinds; an order 
equally determined, is obfervable 
in the times of accomplifhing the 
/ponfaiia of plants. ‘The periods of 
incubation in oviparous, and of get- 
tation in viviparous animals are not 
more various in different fpecies, 
nor probably more definite in the 
fame, than the periods requinte for 
the germination and maturation of 
ditfevent feeds. By the influence 
of heat and cold, abundance and 
fearcity of nouriflment, the feafons 
of propagating may be fomewhat 
accelerated or retarded in animals 
as well as in vegetables : the effects 
of a cold ungenial {pring are as re- 
markable in the retardation of the 
procreative intercourfes ot birds and 
beafls, as in the ftoppage of the 
leafing of trees, or the flowering of 
fhrubs. In a word, there are fo 
many circumftances in which the 
anatomy and. phyfiology of fome 
plants agree with thofe of fome 
animals, that few, I believe, can be 
mentioned in which they difagree. 
«© When ic is confidered that ani- 
mals are either mediately or imme- 
diately wholly nourifhed from ve- 
getables, it might be expected, a 
pon. that the products obtainable 
yy a chemical analyfis from the two 
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kingdoms fhould be different rather 
in quantity than quality, and that 
we could not from thence difcover 
any criteria by which they might be 
dittinguifhed trom one another: this 
obfervation is confirmed by experi- 
ment. Animals, it is true, in ge- 
neral yield a greater proportion of 
a volatile alkaline, than of an acid 
falt by diftillation ; vegetables on 
the contrary abound in acid, and 
yield not any volatile alkali, unlefs 
with the lat degree of heat, or when 
they have undergone putrefadtion : 
in jaying this, 1 am aware that I 
differ from the opinion commonly 
received. Muttard feed, water- 
crefles, horfe radifh, and other plants 
of the te‘radynamia clafs are gene- 
rally faid to contain a volatile alkali 
already formed, and to yield it with 
the heat of boiling water; from 
none of thefe however could I ever 
obtain by that heat a phiegm which 
would give a precipitation with 
corrofive fublimate, the moft indu- 
bitable teft of a fluid’s containing 
even the minutelt portion of volatile 
alkali; the pungent fmell feems to 
have been mifiaken here, as fir John 
Pringle hath well obferved the fever 
to have been in the putrefaction of 
many animal fub{ances, _as pro- 
cecding from a volatile alkali; and 
which may, perhaps, be with greater 
truth attributed to a volatile oil, a 
fmall portion of which is fometimes 
procurable from pepperwort, by 
the heat of boiling water impreg- 
nated with fea-falt. However, as 
fome animals, and fome parts of ' 
moft animals yield a portion of acid, 
and as moft vegetables, by a ftrong 
fire in clofe veffels, or when con- 
verted into foot, afford a volatile 
alkali, altogether fimilar to that ob- 
tained from animal fub@ances, we 
cannot from thefe citcumftances 
eftablith any diftinétive mark be- 
tween the two kingdoms.” 

We 
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We have been favoured by the Aurnor with the following ortyinal 
ComMMUNICATIONS. 


OBSERVATIONS on the SILK COTTON of SUMATRA. 


Dr. Pexcivat, of MANCHESTER, 


Few wecks ago I received, 
A from the archbifhop ot York, 

a finall quantity of the dombax celllal 
or filk cotton of Su: natra, with a 
requett that I would enquire whe- 
ther it might not be applied to fome 
important ufes in the manufactures 
of Manchefler. The fpecimen was 
given ta his Grace by Mr. Wm. 
Marfden, F. R. S, late fecretary to 
the prefident and council cf Fort 
Marlborough, and author of a valva- 
bie work, entitled the Hiftory of Su- 
matra. I have fhewn the cotton to 
feveral ot our moft ingenious manu- 
facturers, who unite in admiring its 
foftnefs, finenefs, beauty, and filky 
glofs; but are apprehenfive, from 
the fhortnefs and extreme tender- 
nels of its filaments, that it is unfit 
for the operations of carding, fpin- 
ning, or weaving. Bucit occurred 
to me that in the manufacture of 
hats, no operation feems to be re- 
quired, which would overftrain the 
texture of this delicate fubftance ; 
that it is adapted to the reception 
ofa bright and permanent dye; and 
that its finenefs and foftnels might 
render it a good fubftitute for bea- 
ver. A gentleman, however, con- 
verfant in this branch of trade, to 
whom I fhewed the cotton, and 
communicated the foregoing con- 
jeQures, is of opinion that it has 
not fufficient firmnefs for matting 
together in the ftruéture of a hat. 

Norwithftanding thefe difcou- 
ragements, | am not yet convinced 


© Sc@ his Treatife on the Virtues and Operations of Medicines. 


By 
December 29, 1785. 


that the Sumatra cotton might not, 
by a mixture with other fpecies, 
with filk, or with worfted, be ren- 
dered ufeful to our manufadtares. 
And pofhily its fibres may, when 
feparately employed, be fufficiently 
ftrengthened for the wheel or the 
loom, by undergoing a due prepa 
ration, Hairs of the fame length 
vary much in their powers of ex- 
tenfion, when wetted with different 
fluids, as Dr. Bryan Robinfon has 
roved *, Aod may we not infer, 
Back analogy, that the fame diver- 
fity would take place in the fila- 
ments of cotton? The faét might 
eafily be afcertained; and I take 
the berry of recommending the 
invefl ligation of it to fome i ingenious 
experimenter, interefted im the im- 
provement of our manufactures. In 
this undertaking —e objects may 
be held in view: To increafe 
the powers of cohefion i in the fibres 
of cotton, without proportionably 
augmenting their powers either of 
extenfion or -elaflicity. 2. To 
augment the power of extenfion, 
without affecting that of elatticity. 
3+ To increafe the power of -elatfti- 
city, in ¢onjunction with that of 
extenlion, Different fubfances may 
be found to poffefs qualities adapted 
to thefe feveral ends, each of which 
may be appropriate to fome particu- 
lar kind of manufature. 

Since the foregoing remarks were 
written, I have confulred Mr. 
Mariden’s Hiftory of Sumatra, aud 


Page 17%. 
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On the ACID of TAR. 


yall tranferibe from it, what he 
cclivers concerning the bombax 
« The filk cotton is alio 
‘to be met with in every village. 
Chis is to appearance one of the 
moit beautiful raw materials the 
‘ hand of nature has prefented. ts 
finene(s, glofs, and delicate foft- 
nefs render it, to the fight and 
touch, much fuperior to the la- 
‘+ bour of the fiik worm; but, 
owing to the fhortnefs and brit- 
‘ tlenefs of the fluple, itis eteemed 
unfit for the reel and loom; and 
is only applied to the unworthy 
purpofes or ftuffing pillows, and 
mattrafles, Poilibly it has not 
‘undergone a fair trial in the 
hands of our ingenious artifts; 
and we may yet fee it couverced 
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« jnto a valuable manuficture. Ie 
‘* grows in pods, from four to fix 
‘‘ inches long, which burit open 
‘* when ripe. The feeds entirely 
** refemble black pepper; but are 
** without talte. The tree is ree 
‘“* markable from the branches 
‘“* growing out perfectly ftraight 
** and horizontal, and being always 
“« three, forming equal angles at the 
“fame height. he diminutive 
* fhoots, likewife, grow flat ; andthe 
«* feveral gradations of branches ob- 
** ferve the fame regularity to the 
$* top. Some travellers have calle 
*¢ ed irthe umbrella tree; but the 
*¢ piece of furniture called a dumb 
** waiter, exhibits a more ttriking 
«* picture of it.” (Hiltory of Sus 
matra, page 126.) 





On the ACID 


of TAR, 


[By the Same. } 


AR, boiled to drynefs, with- 
T out addition, yields an acid 
liquor, in confiderable quantity, 
which the workmen injudicioufly 
throw away; though an able che- 


mift informs us, he has known 
a perfon in France fave by it many 
thoufand dollars *. I have lates 
ly procured feveral gallons of 1:, 
from a large pitch manufactory at 
Hull. It exceets greatly in pun- 
gency other vegetable acids; and I 
am perfuaded that it might be em- 
ployed to advantage, both in phar- 
macy and the arts, as a cheap and 
active menitruum. Such are its 
corrofive powers, that I am inform- 
ed, it foon proves dettructive to the 
large metallic veffels, in which it 
is uillilled. If thefe be of copper, 


they bear about a year's working ; 
if made of tin, they are prefently 
eaten into holes, like a honey-comb, 
It is not cay to form an exact efti- 
nate of the comparative ftrength of 
different acids; but from aed 
experiments which I made, it ap- 
peared to me probable, that the 
acid of tar is to the fp. vitriol. fort, 
in this refpect, as one to fourteen. 
For five drops of ‘he former, and 
feventy drops of the latter gave the 
like degree of pungency to equal 
portions of water; and feemed to 
be faturated with equal quantities 
ot fixed alkali. A thin piece of 
lead, weighing twenty-three grains, 
was fufpended by a fring, feveral 
weeks, in two ounces of the acid of 
tar. The menftruum gradually 


® See Newmami’s Chen ftry by Lewis, page 288, 
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loft its natural hue, and affumed a 
light yellow. At firft the colour- 
ing matter fwam on the furface ; 
but afterwards the whole fluid be- 
came uniformly tranfparent., Its 
acidity was diminifhed, and a flight 
degree of fweetnefs was perceptible 
in it. The piece of lead, when 
_ taken out, weighed only feventeen 
~ grains and a halt; and the furface 
of it was covered with a black pig- 
ment which ftained the fiagers. 

Another piece of lead, exactly 
fimilar in form and weight, was im- 
meried, during the fame period of 
time, in two ounces of white-wine 
vinegar, with the lofs only of haifa 
grain. 

From the refult of thefe expe- 
riments I think we may conclude, 
that the acid of tar would be pre- 
ferable to vinegar, both in the pre- 
paration of faccharum faturni, and 
acet. lithargyrites; perhaps if it 
could be freed, by farther diftilla- 
tion, from the pitchy matter which 
it contains, the manufacture of ce- 
rufs or white lead might be greatly 
benefited by it. For the pigment, 
communicated to the piece of lead, 
fufpended in the acid of tar, proba- 
bly arofe from the fuperabundant 
phlogifton of the menitruum. A 
fimilar phanomenon occurs in the 
operation for making lunar cauftic. 
The cryftals of tilver, when fufed, 
affume a black colour, which Mr. 
Macquer afcribes to the inflam- 
mable principle of the nitrous acid, 
that attaches itfelt fuperficislly to 
the filver. Perhaps the acid of 
tar might be employed, in a puri- 


On the ACID of TAR. 


fied ftate, for making verdigrife, 
I attempted to afcertaio this point; 
but an accident put an end to my 
experiment, before it was com- 
pieted. 

As I have given fpecimens of 
this acid to feveral of my chemical 
friends, I flatter myfelt that fome 
valuable difcoveries will be made 
of its application to pharmacy, and 
to the aris. 

May 14, 1783 


Since this paper was written, 
I have been favoured wit! a lerter 
from Mr. Charles Taylor, an emi. 
nent callico printer, and a compes 
tent judge of the fubject, who ex. 
prefies himfelé in the fellowing 
terms: ‘** The acid of tar, I am 
confident, might be rendered of great 
confequence in various Ot 
tures, particularly in the callicos 
printing bufineis, in which a very 
great confumption is made ot folu. 
tions of iron in the vegetable acid, 
as well as of folutions of lead in the 
fame acid. I think the folution of 
lead in the acid of tar, though the 
liquor may not be perfectly clear, 
would be an excellent fubstitute 
for the faccharuin faturni, ufed in 
that branch ot bulinefs ; more par. 
ticularly as the expence of the cry- 
ftallization would be avoided.” 

The acid liquor which is procured 
from pit coal, when diftilled for 
tar, Is at prefent thrown away, as I 
have been informed by a perfon 
who is much engaged in this bull- 
nefs.”” See bifhop Watfon’s Che- 
mical Effays, vole II, page 353. 
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HISTORY of th VIRGINIAN MOUNTAINS. 


[From Jerrerson’s Notes on the State of Virginia. ] 


‘6 WT is worthy notice, that our 

mountains are not folitary and 
{catered contufedly over the face 
ot the country; bur that they com- 
menace at about 150 miles from the 
fea-coaft, are difpofed in ridges one 
behind another, running nearly pa. 
railel with the fea-coait, though ra- 
ther approaching it as they advance 
north-cuitwardly. To the fouth- 
weit, as che rra¢t of country between 
the fea-coait and the Miliflippi be- 
comes narrower, the mountains con- 
verze into a fingle ridge, which, as 
it approaches the Gulph of Mexico, 
fublides into plain country, and 
gives rife to fome of tle waters of 
that gulph, and particularly to a 
river called the Apalachicola, pro- 
bably from the Apalachies, an In- 
dian nation formerly refiding on it. 
Hence the mountains giving rife to 
that river, and feen trom its various 
parts, were called the Apalachian 
mountains, being in fact the end 
or termination only of the great 
ridges pafling through the conti- 
nent. European geographers how- 
ever extended the name northward- 
ly as tur as the mountains extend- 
ed; fome giving it, after their fe- 
paration into different ridges, to the 
Blue ridge, others the North moun- 
tain, others to the Alieyhaney, o- 
thers to the Laurel ridge, as may 
be feen in their different maps. But 
the fuct I believe is, that none of 
thefe ridges were ever known by 
that name to the inhabitants, either 
native or emigrant, but as they faw 
them fo called in European maps. 
In the fame direGion generally are 
the veins of lime-ftone, coal and o- 
thee minerals hitherto difcovered ; 


and fo range the falls of our great 
rivers. But the courtes of the great 
rivers are at rightangles with thefe. 
James and Patowmac penctrate 
through all the ridges of mountains 
eaftward of the Alleghaney ; that is 
broken by ne watercourfe. It is in 
tact the fpine of the country be- 
tween the Atlantic on one fide, and 
the Miffifippi and St. Laurence on 
the other. The patlage of the Pa- 
towmac through the Blue ridge is 
perhaps one of the moft fupendous 
fcenes in nature. You ftand on a 
very high point of land. On your 
right comes up the Shenandoah, 
having ranged along the foor of the 
mountain an hundred miles to feek 
a vent. Ona your lett spproaches 
the Parowmac, in queft of a paf- 
faye allo. In the moment of their 
junction they ruth together againt 
the mountsin, rend it afunder, and 
pats off to the fea. ‘The firit glance 
ot this fcene hurries our feafes into 
the opinion, that this earth has been 
created in time, that the mountains 
were formed firft, that the rivers 
began to flow afterwards, that in 
this place particularly they have 
been dammed up by the blue ridge 
of mountains, and have formed an 
ocean which filled the whole val- 
ley ; that continuing to rife they 
have at length broken over at this 
fpot, and have torn the mountain 
down from its fummit to its bafe, 
The piles of rock on each hand, 
but pirticularly on the Shenandoah, 
the evident marks of their difrup- 
ture and avullion trom their beds 
by the moft powertul agents of na- 
ture, corroborate the impreffion. 
But the diftant finifthiag which na- 
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ture has given to the picture is of a 
very different character. It is a 
true contratt to the fore-ground. 
It is as placid and delighttul, as 
that is wild and tremendous. For 
the mountain being cloven afunder, 
fhe prefents to your eye, through 
the cleft, a {mall catch of fmooth 
blue horizon, at an infinite diitance 
in the plain country, inviting you, 
us it were, from the rict and tu- 
mult roaring around, to pals through 
the breach, and participate of the 
calm below. Here the eye ulti- 
mately compofes itielf; and that 
way too the road happens actually 
to lead. You crofs the Patowmac 
above rhe junétion, pafs along its 
fide through the bafe of the moun 
tain for three miles, its ternble 
precipices hanging in fragments o- 
ver you, and within about twenty 
sniles reach Frederic town and the 
fine country round that. This 
fcene is worth a voyage acrofs the 
Atlantic. Yet here, as in the 
neighbourhood of the natural bridge, 
are people who have paffed their 
lives within half a dozen miles, and 
have never been to furvey thefe 
monuments of a war between rivers 
and mountains, which muft have 
fhaken the earth itfelf to its centre. 
The height of our mountains has 


not yet been efiimated with any de- 
gree of cxatineis. The Allegha- 
ney being the great ridge which di, 
vides the waters of the Atlantic 
from thofe of the Miffiiipi. its fum- 
mit is doubtlefs more elevated above 
the ocean than that of any other 
mountain. But its relative height, 
compared with the bafe on which 
it ftands, is not fo great as that of 
fome others, the country rifing bes 
hind the fucceffive ridges like the 
fleps of ftairs. The mountuins of 
the Blue ridge, and of thefe the 
Peaks of Otrer, are thought to be 
of a greater height, meafured from 
their bafe, than any others in our 
country, and perhaps in North A- 
mericas From data, which may 
found a tolerable conjefure, we 
fuppofe the higheit peak to be about 
4000 feet perpendicular, which is 
not a fifth part of the height of the 
mountains of South America, nor 
one third of the height which would 
be neceflary in our latitude to pre-e 
ferve ice in the open air unmelted 
through the year. The ridge of 
mountains next beyond the Blue 
ridge, called by us the North moun- 
tain, is of the greateft extent; for 
which reafon they were named by 
the Indians the Endlefs mountains.” 
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Of the SETTLEMENT of the PHOCEANS at MARSEILLES. 


{From Governor Pownatt’s Notices and Defcriptions of Antiquities 
of the Provincia Romana of Gaul.] 


ee ASSILIA, property fo 

called, was a fettlement 
made by a body of Phoceans mi- 
grating from the Ionian coaft, from 
a civilized and polifhed people. 
This country, where they fettled, 
abounded with grain, herbs, and 
fruits, productive of food, health 
and even luxuriant enjoyment, 
proportioned to the ftate of civili- 
zation in which the natives lived. 
Thefe colonitts brought with them 
the meliorated grain and fruits 
which cultured lands, of a fruitful 
foil and genial clime, had brought 
forward, wheat, the vine, the olive, 
the fig; I might add to thefe, the 
quince, the plum, the pear, the 
apple, the apricot, the peach, the 
pitachio, the almond, the cherry, 
the grenadine, the laurel. Many 
other fruits, as the orange and ci- 
tron, a8 well as flowers, all exotics, 
brought at various periods, might 
be here noted, were I writing the 
natural hiftory of the country. I 
mark only thofe which ftand on 
record, and are found on the mo. 
numents of the firft and carly 
Greek inhabitants. They brought 
with them the commerce of the 
Eaft, and combined it with that of 
Gaul. They fettled pofts and fac- 
tories in the feveral ports of the 
Mediterranean fea from the mari- 
time Alps to the Pyranefe. With 
their fhipping they held a naval 


command throughout the Mare 
Maffilienfe, afterwards called Sinus 
Leonis, from the enfign of their 
flag, which dominared there: which 
enfign, as may be feen in the fe- 
ries of their coins, was the lion. 
Ia procefs of time, various colonies 
proceeded from them, as thofe of 
Antibes, Hieres, loulon, Emporia, 
and the Ephefion of the Pyra- 
nees. 

‘They were great navigators, 
and made by long voyages many 
inveftigations of diftant countries, 
The voyages of Pythrus and Eu- 
menes are aftonifhing examples of 
this. They were fied out at the 
public expenee, and pafling the 
Straights, the we plus ultra of the 
ancients, purfued their rout and 
difcoveries ; the one to the north, 
as far as Thulé; the other along 
the African coafts fouth, as far as 
the river Senegal. Thefe were 
voyages, in thofe days, and in the 
imperfedt ftate of their navigation, 
equal in enterprife at leaft to the 
voyages of Cook. 

«The academy at Marfeilles, 
deriving a worthy pride from this 
fpirit of enterprife in their ancef- 
tors, animated with a liberality and 
noblenefs of fentiment, which no- 
thing but an inward confcioufnefs 
of kindred merit could give, have 
this ycar, in a manner that does 


them great honour, propofed as a 
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fubject for a prize, the euloge of 
the Britifh navigator Cook. 

‘The Phoceans brought with 
them the religion and conftitution 
of government obferved in their 
mother country. They brought 
not the depraved and luxurious, 
but the corrected and fevere man- 
ners of a people forced to emigrate 
from home by misfortunes and 
diftrefs. Domeflic economy was 
a habit which they guarded by 
fumptuary laws. They retained 
this to their lateft times, as is men- 
tioned by Tacitus. They brought 
with them not only the religious 
worfliip, but a confecrated image 
and prieftets of Diana of Ephe- 
fus, and built the Ephefion, as 
they did alfo a temple to Delphic 
Apollo, in their Acropolis. Their 
church was a member of the me- 
tropolitan church at Ephefus ; and 
their chief prieftefs a fuffragan of 
the pontiff of Ephefus, and one of 
thefe actually fucceeded to that 
facred dignity. ‘They brought 

with them an opinion common 
to their anceftors; that fuch 
was the pertect purity and infinite 
juftice of the Deity (their gods) 
that divine juflice mutt be deitroy- 
ed, if the death and bloud of the 
finner did not expiate and make 
atonement for it; that however, 
their prieits could fo compromife 
the matter, that fome one man, 
for the whole might become a re- 
prefentative finner, making, by his 
fucvifice, atonement and expiation 
for the whole people ; and on th’s 
principle they ufed human facri- 
fices, chooing fome wretch, on 
whofe head they heaped every ex- 
ecration, and whom, as a icape- 
man, they facrificed, in events of 
public calamity ; this fallacious 
pe inciple, and this horrid practice 

excepted, their fyftem of police was 
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of a fpirit of wifdom and pru- 
dence. 

*¢ Their government was ariito- 
cratic; being governed by a coun. 
cil of fix hun. dred as chiet magife 
trate. They were rigid maintain- 
ers of feverity in manners, and 
{trict difcipline in public conduct. 
On the one hand, they perm.tted 
no fcenical rhimes on their ttage, 
which tend only to inflame the in- 
flammable patlions, and to corrupt 
the morals by the exhibition of 
bad examples : on the other hand, 
they futiered not to enter theix 
gates, any fanatic or hypocritic re- 
ligionilt, impoftors, who ufe their 
my tteries to the deriving of a main- 
tenance in idlenefs, feeding on the 
follies of the people, 

“The {word of juftice, which, 
us was fuppofed, they brought 
with them at their firit fettlement, 
hung, though eaten through with 
rult, and unequal to its oifice, in 
their public hall, as a fymbol that 
itrict and fevere execution of jul- 
tice was, as the original, fo the 
continued fpirit of their judicature. 

** They ufed the fervice of flaves, 
and had a peculiar, and, as it feems 
to me, unlefs it was regulated in 
fome way which I do not under- 
fland, an arbitrary law refpecting 
their manumillion. If the flave 
manumitted, and become a liber- 
tus, could be charged with ingrae 


titude to his patron; this pa- 
tron, kis former maiter, could 
refuind the nanumillion, and fu- 


perfede the liberty, and this even 
the third time after a third manu- 
miffion; but if, after this, the 
matier againg a fourth time, ma- 
numitied his flave, he could not 
claim benefit of this law. The law 
imputed the error to the fault or 
the foily of the matier, not to the 
flave. 

« They 
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‘s They confidered death not fo 
much an evil as an event of ordi- 
nary occurrence in the human ftate 
of being ; not as a matter of grief, 
or to be lamented in public form 
or oltentatious mourning; as an 
event of courfe for which men 
thould always be prepared and pro- 
vided: they had, therefore, at their 
gates, ftanding always ready, two 
bicrs ; One, in which the cerpfe of 
the citizen, another, in which the 
corpfe of the flave, were put, to 
be carried in a waggon to the place 
of fepulture. No other ceremony 
of external forms of mourning was 
allowed than a domeitic facrifice, 
and the attendant facrificial fup- 
per; at which the immediate rela- 
tions and friends of the deceafed 
affitted. 

«¢ This peculiar manner of treat- 
ing the event of death led toa cu- 
rious and fingular cuftom, which 
was this. There was kept, under 
the public care, a poifon of the in- 
fution of c’cuta, which was admi- 


niffered to any citizen who could 


exhibit fufhicient caute to the {fe- 
nate, as the reafon why he withed 
to put an end ro his life; a cuf- 
toi in which, faith Valerius Max- 
imus, benevolence was mixed with 
a proper regard to manly fortitude, 
that, on one hand, did not permit 
rafhnefs, and an impatient it ntempe- 
rance, to prefume to judge and aé& 
of itfelf under circumilances§ in 
which it was incompetent to judge 
and act; but, on the other hand, 
avowedly gave the public autho- 
rity, and afforded a quick acceis of 
fare to thofe who acted on wiiely- 
grounded reafons. 

‘+ There was, as appears to my 
mind, more folid wifdom in this 
cuftom than at firft ttrikes the eye 
The public magiftrate, by thus be- 
coming the confefior, advifer, and 
friend of the miferable, pitying the 
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miferies, and feeling for the infire 
mities, of human nature, Was ¢n- 
abled to give advice, confolation, 
and relief, which would fuperfede 
all thofe impatient wifhings for 
death, and reconcile the citizen a- 
gain to life; but, in cafes where 
confolation and relief, of which the 
prudence of the public magiftrate, 
and not the feverifh mind of the 
individual, was to judge, were def- 
perate, and not poffible; in cafes 
where a man’s misfortunes had ren- 
dered him a burthen to himfelf, 
and ufelefs to the public, they per- 
mitred the act of fuicide, as a pub- 
lic aét, to be done under the pub- 
lic eye. There is no account in 
hiflory, or by any anecdotes, of the 
effect of this cuftom. But one 
might venture to fay, that amongit 
a people of fuch temper and fpirit, 
where regulations about fuicide 
were become neceflary, this was the 
moit effectual guard againft it; 
and there would be very few ine 
(tances of felf-murder, where the 
poor wretch was thus permitted to 
reafon and advife with the public 
magiftrate about it. 

** The fettlers and founders of 
this city, coming from a policied 
people, far adv anced in fcience and 
in the arts, were cognifant in the 
one, and cultivated the other. 
They founded an academy, which, 
in the later time of the Romans, 
was a rival to that at Athens; fo 
that the very firit people of Rome, 
inttead ot fending their children on 
their travels to Athens, fent them 
to Maffilia. Faéts, as well as con- 
current circumftances, mark the ex- 
iftence of the arts there. Paufani- 
as mentions a brazen ftatue of Mi- 
nerva at Delphos, fent as a prefent 
by the Mafiilians.* Strabo men- 
tions alike ftatue fent from hence, 
and erected in the Mons Aventi- 
nus; and even amongit the few. 
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remains of thofe ruins and antiqui- 
ties, there are fine exemplars of the 
cultured arts. I might here, by 
tranfcripts from Strabo, Cicero, 
and others, give a detailed account 
of their commerce, and of the routs 
by which it was conducted ; how 
the commerce of the Norhera 
Ocean was combined with that of 
the Mediterranean Sea, by means 
of the navigation of the rivers 
which run into the one and into 
the other, and by means of the 
carrying places where the heads of 
thofe rivers interlock in the upper 
and interior parts of the country. 
1 have fhewn above, that this part 
of Gaul was a granary to the Ko- 
mans. ‘There is every reafon to 
fuppofe, that Arles was not only 
an entrepot and barcadore to this 
city, but a depot for naval flores, 
with docks and flips for fhip-build- 
ing. If there had not been fuch 
at Arles in the time when Ceatar 
befieged Marfeilles, he could not 
have built there twelve fhips ot 
war in thirty days trom the firtt 
cutting down of the timber ; a fleet 
equal to meet, and even beat, the 
combined fleet of Pompey and Mor- 
feilles. All this, combined with 


the Levant trade, rendered this ag 
opulent city. In fuch a city as 
this, there muft have been, and in 
tact there were, many public edi- 
ices; fuch as temples, pretoria, 
baths, alfo an academy ; every fpe- 
cies of houfhold furniture and do. 
meitlic veffels, fuch as the arts, ens 
couraged by the rich, fupply to 
the luxury or clegance ot living, 
‘There mutt have been many fia- 
tues of their gods; all the facred 
utenfils of their ritual. There mut 
havg been many monuments erect. 
ed to the honour of meritorious 
citizens, as alfo multitudes of fe. 
pulchral monuments confecrated 
tu the manes of the dead; exem- 
plars of moft of thefe latter both 
in Greek and Latin {lill exit; yet 
fuch hath been the fate of this 
ancient Greek, and afterwards Ro- 
man city, that 1 may venture to 
fay, there is not in the known 
world a place, once fo replete with 
edifices, monuments, and every ar- 
ticle of ancient fplendor and mag- 
nificence, fo abounding in commer- 
cial affluence, where there are, at 
the prefent day, fo few remains or 
exemplars of antiquity of any great 
merit or importance.” 
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[From the fame Work, ] 


* HEN Ptolemy had com- 
pleted the city of Alex- 


andria, had girt and fortified it with 
walls, and found that it became the 
refidence of people of all nations, 
languages, and religions ; he with- 
ed to erect fome comprehending 
fymbolie idol, which might become 
a general object of worfhip to all 
people refiding there, He pre- 


tended, like a wife prince, that he 
had received the divine command 
to do this. He was converfant in 
all the phyfiologic mythology of 
Alia, and acquainted with the na- 
ture of the mixed fymbolic idols. 
Any local one, whofe numen and 
worthip was known, and was al- 
ready efiablifhed as local, would 
not do, He was to look for jome 
Kok 
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idol of a god, fuch a fymbolic mix- 
ed one as might be comprehenuve- 
lv catholic, which was not known, 
but which was willing to be eila- 
blifhed at Alexandria. He there- 
fore pretended that a god, fuch as 
he detcribed, clothed in flame, had 
vifited him in a dream, and ordered 
him to ettablifh his idol at Alexan- 
dria. Whatfoever it was that he 
defcribed, he, upon founding the 
Egyptian priefis on the matter, 
could not induce them to under- 
ftand what God he meant, nor 
where fuch God dwelt. He wite- 
ly dropped the bufinefs for the pre- 
fent; but fome time after pretend- 
ed a fecond dream, wherein the 
god appeared to him in a terrific 
form. <As the god had in the for- 
mer vifion promifed all profperity 
to his kingdom if he eftablifhed his 
idol at Alexandria, he now threat- 
ened deftruction to it if he did not 
fet it up and eftablifh its worfhip 
there. The king affected to learn 
from an Athenian that which the 
Egyptians pretended to be ignorant 
ot, the place where this god dwelt, 
namely, at Sinope, in Pontus. In 
obedience, therefore, to the divine 
command, he fent a fhip and am- 
baffadors to fetch the idol of this 
god; but, to engage and add a 
corroborating authority to this em- 
bafly, he ordered the ambafladors 
to confult the Pythian Apollo on 
the fubject. This god added his 
fanction, in confirmation of the 
command of the vifion. They pro- 
ceeded to Sinope; but the king of 
the Sinopians would not litien to 
the requelt of the ambaffadors. 
However, at length, won by the 
irrefiftible bribes and prefents of 
the Alexandrians, he agreed to fell 
his god. The people, however, 
would by no means agree to it, and 
became tanatically frantic, in oppo- 
fition to the parting with their god, 
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fo that the king was not capable 
to fulfil his engagement. During 
thefe embroils, the god, not regurd- 
ing the zeal and religicus love 
which the people bore to him, fo 
as to be ready to facrifice theme 
felves to him, flole off, and in a 
miraculous manaer not only con- 
veyed himfelf on board the fhip, 
but by like a miraculous interpoti- 
tion accelerated the fhip’s way fo 
as to make its paflage from Sinope 
to Alexandria in three days. This 
idol, thus imported, was fet up in 
all the pomp and circumitance of 
idolatry, and was, I believe, the 
fiift miraculous idol fet up as a 
comprehenfive obje& of general 
worthip. The religious policy of 
Ptolemy had its effect ; for all peo- 
ple, ot all nations and religtons, 
refiding at or coming to Alexan- 
dria, joined in the common worfhip 
of this catholic object. The E- 
gyptian prieits, who could nor, 
whilit Ptolemy defcribed it as a {pes 
culation, underftand what god he 
could mean, very prudently and 
wily, as foon as it was fet up, 
and its worfhip eftablifhed at Alex- 
andria, found out that it was an 
ancient Egyptian numen worfhip- 
ed at Memphis of old time. 

‘To underfland what this idol 
was, and what the numen which it 
was the fymbol of, we will fir 
examine what Tacitus, who gives 
the hiflory of its eftablifthment, fays 
of it, when the ambafladors con- 
fulted the Apollo Pythius. His 
anfwer was, that they might go 
and fetch the idol of his father, 
but that they muft leave his fifter, 
In another part of this narrative 
Tacitus fays, that the Athenian 
high prieft of the Eleufinian myf- 
terics, whom Ptolomzus confulted, 
told him, there was at Sinope in 
Pontus, a temple of Jaodis; and 
that a female idol far befide the god 
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of the tempic, whom they, the 
Greeks, fuppoted to be Proferpine. 
Thefe two are the father and iifier 
of Apollo, to whom the Pytiian 
oracle refers. 

“Jn Macrobius we read a de- 
fcription and phyfiologic explana- 
tion of a like yroup of idols in 
Hierapolis, a country holding and 
obierving the fame ritual as the 
Phrygiansand Paphlagonians. **The 
Hierapolitani, of the Affvrian race, 
reduce all the powers and efiects 
of the fun to one fymbo.ic dol, 
and call it Apolio. ‘the tace ot 
this image is formed with a long 
pointed beard; has a calathus, or 
recolt bafket, on the top of its 
head. ‘The bufto of the imace is 
armed with a thorax. t hath, in 
ms right hand, a fhaft of a ipear, 
on the top of which is placed the 
common figure of victory ; 1s left 
holds ferth a bouquet of tlowers. 
A Gorgonian mantle, reaching trom 
the fhoulders downwards, aud 1d 
with ferpents, forms its fespula ; 
the figure of an eagle, in the act of 
flying, accompanies tt. Letore this 
ttatue fits a female idol, in whefe 
hands, the right and le't, are two 
temale figures. A dragon ferpent 
is wound round her with its tinu- 
ous tolds.” It would be tireiome 
to read, and more tirefome to tran- 
feribe, the childith explanations 
which Macrobius gives of this. It 
is enough to the purpole tor which 
I cite this defeription to remark, 
that in general this group corref- 
ponds with that defcribed by ‘Ti- 
motheus in Tacitus; and to ob- 
tevve, by the bye, that this group 
reprefented the fun and moon; or 
rather, as the Pythian oracle ex- 
plains it, the father of the fun and 
the moon. The male ftatue ap- 
pears, by the calathus on his head 
diretly, as well as by the ether 
fymbolic accompaniments, to be 


OcservaTIons re‘ative tothe History of Szrapis. 


Serapis, or what was afterwards {o 
called in Egypt. The female one 
nearly the figure of Artemis or 
Ifis, as we have feen above; the 
niale idol migrated (not indeed car. 
rying his temple with him) to A- 
lexandria. 

““ When the Egyptians faw the 
god, they faid it was fao-Dis, 
whom the Greeks call Pluto, to 
whom was inmate the feraph. fer. 
pents whom the Greeks expreffed 
xy the word Serapis. Betore I 
proceed to deicribe the ftatue of 
Serapis at Alexandria, or this fruf- 
tum of an idol at Arles, 1 beg is 
may be obferved, that the idol 
brought from Pontus was the fa. 
ther of Apollo; and was called by 
fome Pluto, to whom was conjoin- 
ed Serapis. 

** Various are the idols of this 
fymbolic numen. Some, a beau- 
utul young prrion with four Wings, 
furrounded by the convolutions of 
a ferpent; others, bear the cha- 
racter of the terrific figure which 
tormed the vition in the fecond 
dream of Ptolemy. Macrobius 
gives another defcription of Sera- 
pis, and tuys, ** that the idol was 
iymbolic of the fun, appears in 
that they placed the calathus on 
its head, and that they grouped 
with this image a beait with three 
heads, round which a dragon fer- 
pent twined, ending in convolu- 
tions at the right-hand of the hu- 
man perfon who fed it.” ‘There 
are various jorms of this fymbolic 
idol given both in flatues and in 
bouk detcriptions; but all coin- 
ciding in the characterittic parts ; 
that of a human figure, to whom 
is conjoined a dragon ferpent, 
twining either round his imme. 
diate perion, or round a holy ftaff, 
or round tome ftrange beaft (as in 
Macrobius), which ferpent is fup- 
ported aud futlained by that hu- 

man 
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man perfon. This characeriitic 
feature of the fymbol is uniformly 
univerfal in all the mixed idols of 
Babylon, Pertia, Syria, Pontus, and 
Egypt. 

* We have feen above, that a 
ferpent was the emblem of the fun. 
It has appeared, thet Mithras, re- 
prefenting the tun, was not the fu- 
preme God: this was Mithres. In 
the Perfian mixed idol the ferpent 
reprefented Mithras; the human 
fieure Mithres. This Alexandrian 
ftatue is fometimes called Pluto and 
Dis, and at other times Serapis. 
Now this is explained above by 
Porphyrius, who fays they con- 
joined Serapis to Pluto. ‘This plu- 
to is Jao-Dis, and the father of 
Apollo, according to the Pythian 
oracle itfelf. This ido) therefore, 
as the Perfian idol did, reprefents, 
ina mixed fymbol, the fird inteth- 
gent caufe, the father, fupported 
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and fuftained by whom the feraph 
ferpent, fymbol of the fun, called 
by &he Greeks Serapis, winds his 
courfe through the heavens, which 
the Gorgonian, or flame-coloured 
veil of the human figure, repre- 
fents. ‘To this fymbolic idol, 
therefore, the vulgar idolaters, the 
worfhippers of the fun, and thofe 
who carried their views of worthip 
to a firft intelligent caufe, might 
and did equ: illy look up. This, 
therefore, miraculous im: age, which 
brought itfelf, by its divine power, 
to Alexan Iria, and was there fee 
up by divine command, would of 
natural confequence, as in fact it 
dd, become a kind of catholic ge- 
neral object of worthip to all na- 
tions and all religion-, not even 
the Jews and fome heretical fect ot 
Chrittians excepted, if Hadrian's 
letier is to be believed.” 


GLO- 
INT. 


{From an Hiftorical View of the Englith Government, By Jous 
Miva, Efq. } 


HE different parties of the 
Saxons, who invaded Bri- 
tain, were each of them under the 
conduct of fome adventurer, whofe 
fortunes they had followed, either 
from perfonal attachment, or from 
a contidence in his abilities. After 
they had fettled in the country, 
the fame perfon continued to have 
the command of their forces, and 


became alfo the chief civil officer of 


the community. The longer he 
had remained in that high ftation, 
his poffeflion of it was reodered 
more fecure by the continuance of 


a fame circumfances which had 
gimally proc uced his elevation. 
military talents deriving luftre 
import: ince from the diftin- 
euiflied point of view in which they 
were be held, excited the admiration 
and refpect t of his tollowers ; while 
cers with which et! cy were 
furrou: nde dy and a fenfe ot their 
common interefl, unired them in 
fighting under his banner, By 
every new expedition they became 
more accuftomed to fubmit to his 
direction ; and the oftener they had 
found it neceflar y to folicit his pro- 
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teftion and affiflance, under thofe 
calamities to which they were ex- 
pofed, they felt more fentibly the 
advantages derived trom his favour, 
as well as the inconveniences arif- 
jing from his difpleafure. 

* In the early hiltory of the 
Anglo-Saxons, the leader of every 
fepirate tribe or party, is accord- 
ingly reprefented as poffefling a 
permanent office, with the title of 
heretoch or duke, in place of which 
that of king was afterwards af- 
fumed. 

‘© The king was in pofleffion of 
a landed efiate, acquired in the 
fame manner with that of every in- 
ferior leader, by whofe aiflitance 
the conqueit had been made. As 
the booty, arifing from avy fuc- 
cefsful_enterprife, was divided a- 
mony the free people or heads of 
families concerned in the adventure, 
and, as on thofe occalions, each 
individual obtained a portion, both 
of land and moveables, fuited to 
his rank and abilities; it may eafily 
be conceived that the property ac- 
cumulated, in a courfe of time, by 
the fovercign, would be much 
ereater than that of any one of bis 
fubjects. His ettate was naturally 
diftributed among his dependents, 
according to the fame plan which 
was adopted by every other landed 
proprictor. <A part of it was be- 
flowed upon his kindred or free re- 
tainers, under the condition of 
military fervice; and the remain- 
der was cultivated by his villains, 
or bondmen, for fupporting the ex- 
pence of his houfehold. Over 
thefe two clafes of people, he ex- 
evcifed the rights of a fuperior, and 
of a mafier. Throughout the rett 
of the kingdom, exclufive of his 
own particular effate, his autheriry 
was much more limited, Every 
allodial proprietor, unaccuftomed 
to fubjection, and fupported by 


his own retainers, was more or lefs 
in a condition to maintain his inde- 
pendence ; and thofe who had ac- 
quired confiderable property, be- 
holding with jealoufy the fuperior 
dignity and pretenfions of the king, 
were commonly ready to combine 
azaintt him, either in refenting or 
oppoling, whatever they deemed 
an infringement of their liberties. 

‘«* The powers with which the 
fovereign came to be invefted, ei- 
ther in the different ftates of the 
heptarchy, or in the fubfequent 
monarchy which arofe from the 
union of thofe kingdoms, were fuch 
as, in order to prevent confufion 
and pramote the difpatch of public 
bufinefs, were tacitly devolved 
upon him, or as, from the nature 
ot bis tituation, he had found en- 
couragement to atlume, and had, 
without oppofition, been permitted 
to exercife. The dignity and of. 
fice of the king, though higher in 
degree, were perfectly timilar to 
thofe of the tythingman, the hun. 
dreder, andthe earl; and he pof- 
feffed nearly the fame powers over 
the whole kingdom, which thofe 
inferior officers enjoyed in their 
own particular ditiricts. 

‘* a. By having the command 
of the forces in the time of battle, 
the original fource of his greatneis, 
he was led-to direct their move. 
ments on other occations; to take 
preparatory fteps for bringing them 
into the field; to fuggeft particular 
enterprizes, to plan the meafures 
for conducting them, to execute 
treaties with foreign flates, and in 
general to fuperintend the defence 
of the kingdom, and the whole 
courte of its military operations. 

*¢ 2. In confequence of his being 
at the head of the military depart- 
ment, the king was led alfo to ex- 
ert his authority in fuppreffing in- 
ternal diforders, in quelling tu- 

multa 
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mults and infurre¢tions, in reftrain- 
ing private rapine and violence ; 
in feizing offenders, and preventing 
their efcape from juttice: in a 
word, he obtained the province of 
maintaining the ordinary’ police of 
the country, and the fecurity of its 
inhabitants. 

«s 2, As, from thefe two bran- 
ches of power, he became the prime 
mover, and propofer of public 
meafures, and as, in matters of 
great moment, the concurrence 
of the Wirtenagemote was necef- 
fary ; he acquired, of courfe, the 
exclufive privilege of calling that 
aflembly, and of prefiding in all its 
deliberations, ‘he influence which 
he thence obtained, with regard 
to its determinations may cafily 
be imagined. The pretident of 
every numerous aflembly, has 


many opportunities of moulding 
the bufinefs that comes before it, 
into uch a fhape as will promote 
his own defigns; more efpecially, 
if by the permanent enjoyment of 


that office, he has leifure to form a 
regular plan of management; and 
if, by having adifcretionary power 
of calling the particular meetings, 
he may regulate his motions ac- 
cording as the affembly happens, 
in different conjunctures, to be at- 
tended by different members. But 
while, by thefe favourable circum- 
flances, the fovereign was capable 
of advancing his mee intereit, 
he enjoyed the additional advan- 
tage of fuperior opulence and dig- 
nity ; which put him ina condition 
to intimidate, as well as to over- 
reach oppofition. To a prince, 
therefore, poffeffled of much pru- 
dence, and of popular talents, it 
was not difficult, in ordinary cafes, 
to procure the confent of the Wit- 
tenagemote to thofe meafures which 
he thought proper to fuggeft; and 
the refolutions of that affembly, 
while they appeared to limit and 
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controul the power of the crown, 
were at botrom, very often directed 
by the monarch, and rendered fub- 
fervient to his will. 

“© 4, As the Wittenagemote e 
nacted laws, diftributed jultice ia 
the latt refort, and regulated the 
adminittration of public affairs ; fo 
the duty of entorcing the decrees 
and regulations of that affembly, 
and, in general, the executive part 
of the government, were naturally 
devolved upon the king. That 
great officer, who conduéted the 
miliary force of the kingdom, 
could hard'y fail to affume the pro- 
vince of cauling the punifliments 
decreed again{t offenders to be re- 
gularly inflicted, and of compelling 
every individual to fulfil the dect- 
fions of the liw. ‘The fame perfon 
was led :o procure information with 
refpect to the commiflion of heinous 
crimes, and to direst that they 
fhould be profecuted before the 
proper tribunals. In thefe em- 
ployments, the fovereign acted as 
the head and reprefentative of the 
community. Inthe fame capacity, 
he obtained the nomination of 
many inferior officers in church and 
ftate ; the privilege of coining mo- 
ney, and of fuperintending weights 
and meafures; together with the 
exercile of all thoie powers which, 
from their nature, could not be 
conveniently devolved upon a po- 
pular atlembly. 

‘* Thefe prerozatives, which, 
from the natural courfe of things, 
and probably without any formal 
or exprefs regulation, were gradu- 
ally annexed to the crown, became 
the fource of fuch perquifites and 
emoluments, as more than compen- 
fated the trouble with which they 
were attended, The chief execu- 
tive officer, who profecuted a crime 
in the name of the public, had a 
plaufible pretence, upon the fame 
account, for levying the fine or 

forfeitures 
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forfeiture arifing from the convsic- 
tion of the criminal. Befides, in 
government, as well as in religion, 
the bulk of men are commonly fo 
engrotied by the image or picture, 
as to forget the original, and to 
beftow upon the reprefentative the 
fentiments due to the object it re- 
prefents. Thus the fovereign, who 
appeared to direét, and put in mo- 
tion, all the wheels and fprings of 
government, who enforced the 
laws, who vindicated offences, and 
took upon himfelt the whole bur- 
den of providing tor the public 
fafety, was apt to be contidered as 
exercifing, in his own right, thofe 
owers with which the community 
had invefted him. ‘Thole laws 
which he enforced were conceived 
to be more immediately calculated 
for his own benefit: thofe officers 
whom he appointed were looked 
upon as the fervants of the crown ; 
and thofe crimes which he profe- 
cuted and punifhed, were re- 
garded as crimes committed againft 
him in particular, for which he 
was, therefore, entitled, of him- 
felf, to demand reparation. 

«© The public revenue of the 
Anglo-Saxons, therefore, by which 
the rank of the fovereign was main- 
tained, and out of which the varie 
ous expences of government were 
defrayed, confifted aimott entirely 
of two branches: the original de- 
mefnes of the hing, acquired in the 
{ame manner with the private eftate 
of each allodial proprietor; and 
the various forfeitures and fines, 
whether of land or moveables, 
which, from time to time accrued, 
or were tran{mitted to him, as the 
head of thecommunity. From this 
latter fource he derived a continual 
accumulation of wealth. ‘The dif- 
order and violence, that prevailed 
fo univerfally, gave occafion to the 
forfeiture of many rich individuals ; 
and the king was commonly dil- 


pofed to neglect no opportunity of 
feizing and improving fuch favour. 
able conjunctures. In the greater 
part of crimes, as it frequently 
happens in the infancy of governs 
ment, the criminal was not punith- 
ed in a manner adequate to the 
purpofes of public juitiwe, but was 
admitted to atone tor his offence, 
by making a pecuniary compotition 
with the fufferer. In thofe cafes, the 
king exacted acompofition as well as 
the private party; and the profits 
ariline to the crown, from the in- 
numerable fines and amerciaments, 
to which this gave occafion, were 
one great caufe of the long continue 
ance of that imperfect mode of pu. 
nifhing off nces. 

** In this early flage of conftitu- 
tion, the revenue above mentioned 
was fulhicient for all the charges of 
public adininittration ; which were 
then inconfiderable. ‘There was 
no mercenary army to be paid by 
the king. ‘ihe judges were cither 
willing to determine differences a- 
mong individuals, and to take cog- 
nizance of crimes, without any 
confideration for their trouble ; or 
they obtained a compeafation, by 
exacting fees from the parties who 
came betore them. Taxes, therefore, 
were almofl entirely unknown. 
Their introduction belongs to the 
hiftory of a more advanced period 
of fociety. 

* But even this primitive reve- 
nue of the crown appears to have 
laid a foundation for the Wittena- 
gemote to interfere in the difpofal 
of it; fince the eftate, acquired by 
the king, in the character of the 
chief executive officer, and as re- 
prefenting the community, was, 
in a proper fenfe, the ettate of the 
public. This conclufion wa; not, 
indeed, applicable to the whole, 
though it undoubtedly was to a 
confiderable part of the royal de- 
mefnes, But it was not the genius 
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of that age to make nice diftine- 
tions; and the interpofition of the 
national council, in the manage. 
ment of fome branches of the crown 
revenue, might eafily be extended 
to others that were placed in differ- 
ent circumftances. 

ss We find that, not only in 
England, but in the other itates 
von the continent of Europe, the 
arrangements which took place in 
the management of the king’s 
houfehold, and private effate, had 
neceflarily great influence upon the 
government ot the kingdom. Ac- 
cording as the fovereign advanced 
in opulence and dignity, he was 
led to employ a greater number of 
fervants in the feveral branches of 
his cdomettic economy; and the 
fame perfons, who, enjoyed the 
chief confidence of their matter in 
that private capacity, became, in 
courfe of time, his miniffer. in con- 
ducting the bufinefs of the nation, 
In all the European feudal king- 
doms, the management of the 
king’s houfehold was anciently di- 
vided into five principal depart- 
ments; and fell under the infpec- 
tion of fo many great officers. 

«s 1, The firlt of thefe was the 
fteward, or mafter of the houfhold, 
called, upon the continent, the 
major domo, the mayor of the pa- 
lace, or fenefchal; who had ori- 
ginally the care of the king’s rable. 
Upon him was naturally devolved 
the bufinefs of gathering in the 
rents of the crown lands: for, as 
thofe rents were all payable in 
kind, and were intended for imme- 
diate confumption, it was moft 
convenient, that they fhould be 
delivered inta the hands of that 
perfon by whom they were after- 
wards to be laid out for the fup- 
port of the king*s family. 

“© We may eafily believe that, 
from the nature of his office, the 


mafter of the houfhoid was in a 
condition to acquire much influence 
over all the tenants and vaflals of 
the crown. He was the perfon 
with whom they were obliged to 
fettle their accounts; and who, 
fiom his minute acquaintance with 
their circumitances, was the moft 
capable of giving his mafter infor- 
mation concerning them. He was, 
thereiore, the perfon molt likely to 

e employed in adjulling their dif- 
ferences with one another; and in 
confequence of his being the depu- 
ty judge upon the royal demeine, 
he came, at a fubfequent period, 
to be intrutted by the crown with 
a fimilar power over the whole 
kingdom. 

*¢ 2. As the collection and ma- 
nagement of the victuals, with 
which the king’s table was fupplied, 
fell under the direciion of the few- 
ard ; fo the care of the liquor was 
co wmitted to a feparate officer, the 
cup-bearer, or butler. Ip all the 
Gothic nations, perfons of wealth 
and diftinstion lived in great fplen- 
dor, and were much addicted to 
dr.nking; for which reafon, it is 
not furprifing that the accommoda- 
tion of the fovereign, in this re- 
fpect, was exalted into a feparate 
employment, and became an ob- 
ject ot fuitable importance. 

© 3. Thecare of the chambers 
was commuted to a third oflicer, 
the chamberlain; whofe bulinefs 
it was to fuperintend the lodging 
of his mafter’s family. As this 
oflicer was entrufled with whatever 
required to be locked up in the 
houfe, for the future fervice of the 
houfhold, he feems, upon this ac- 
count, to have become the kceper 
of the wardrobe, and, at a fubfe- 
quent period, when the crown 
rents were paid in money, the 
king’s treafurer or fuperintendant 
of the finances. 
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‘¢ 4. Another of the king’s prin- 
cipal fervants obtained the infpec- 
rion of the ftable; and was deno- 
minated the comes fabal’, or con- 
ftable. When, by the keeping of 
many horfes, this department was 
rendered extenfive, it appears to 
have been divided into two bran- 
ches; the one belonging to the 
chief groom, or conttable; and 
the other torhe marefchal, or finith. 
It is difficult to mark the period 
when this divifion was compleied: 
nor is it an eafy matter to a{certain 
the relative degrees of importance 
and rank which might then be an- 
nexed to thele two kindred employ- 
ments. 

« When the ufe of cavalry in 
war became frequent, We may ea 
fily fuppofe, that the perfons, who 
had been accuftomed to rear and 
manage the king’s horfes, would 
ftand forth, as claiming fuperior 
diftin¢étion, and as having a pecu- 
liar title to be confulted. hey 
were thus employed, under the fo- 
vereign, in conduGing that impor- 
tant part ef the troops; and, by 
an eaty tranfition, acquired a jurif- 
dition in fuch controverfies ws 
were either of a military nature, 
or had arifen in the army while it 
remained in the field, 

“© 5, The writing of the king’s 
letters, and the executing of the 


charters, or other deeds, that iffued - 


from the crown, hecame allo the 
fubject of a diftin® occupation, 
that of the fecretary. In thofe 
times, when the clergy acquired 
great influence, and when a profi- 
ciency in the art of writing fup- 
pofed an uncommon degree of li- 
terary education, the only perfon 
likely to be qualified for this em- 
ployment was the chaplain; who 
might be confidered as, in fome 
degree, the keeper of the king’s 
confcience; and who, from the 


nature of tho’ religious offices 
which he performed, couid feldom 
fail to acquire the confidence of his 
matter. 

‘* When fignatures were intro- 
duced, for afcertaining the authen- 
ticity of writings, the office of 
keeping the king’s feal, and of ap- 
pending it to his deeds, was com- 
mitted to the fame perfon who had 
been employed in writing them. 

* As in determining law-fuits, 

it was found expedient, in many 
cafes, to take down the fentence of 
the judge in writing, the fecretary 
vas naturally employed for this 
purpofe ; and became kceper of the 
records of the king’s court. From 
this branch of his duty, he gor the 
appellation ot chancellor; which 
is (aid to have originally denoted a 
fcribe, Or notary; being derived 
from cancella, the place under the 
Reman goverament, allotted to 
perfons of that profeilion for carry- 
ing on their bufinefs. 

‘© As this arrangement in the 
domettic adminiftration of the fo- 
vereign, fuppofes confiderable 
wealth and magnificence ; it was 
probably of a later origin in Eng- 
Jand than in feveral of the king- 
doms upon the continent, It is 
reafonable to fuppofe that the whole 
of the king’s houfhold was at firt 
committed to one principal fervant; 
whofe bufinefs having been, by 
little and little, augmented and 
rendered more burdenfome, was at 
length divided into thefe five dif. 
ferent departments. A fimilar plan 
of adminittration, in a more limited 
fphere, was adopted by every great 
landed proprictor; who naturally 
multiplied his chief domettics in 
proportion to the extent of his 
wealth; and often followed the 
example of the king, by dividing 
the affairs of his houfhold into the 
fame number of branches. 

“ Ths 
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«« The longer thefe great officers 
had been ettablifhed, they rofe to 
higher degrees of confideration ; 
and their authority was farther ex- 
tended, from the fuperintendence of 
the eg’s houfhold, to the direc- 
tion and management of the khing- 
dom. As, for the mott part, taney 
were originally chofen by the fo- 
vereign, upon account of their 
{upenior wealth, or abilities, which 
rendered them capable of fupport- 
ing his dignity in the execution of 
the bufinefs committed to them ; 
{fo the truft and confidence which 
he repofed in them, together with 
the fhare of public adminiftration 
which they enjoyed, afionled them 
numberlefs opportunities of aug 
menting their private fortunes, ‘and 
of increafing their influence. In 
proportion to their advances) im 
wealth and power, they were ina 
condition to render their offices 
more permanent. ‘Jhey were 
originally nominated by the king 
during pleafure; but that fuperi. 
ority, Which had been the induce- 
ment to their. fini; promotion, be- 
came commonly more and more 
con{picuous during the continuance 
of their employments. It was, 
therefore, feldom found convenient 
to difplacé them: and, even after 
their deceafe, the heir of that eflate 
which they had acquired was na- 
turally regarded as the perion beft 
qualified, and who had a preterable 
claim to inheric their dignity. By 
long uiage, thefe offices were thus 
rendered hereditary in particula 
families. To this. observation, 
however, the office of chancellor, 
in moft European countries, is an 
exception. As the chancellor was 
unavoidably a clergyman, who 
held bis rank in the church, and 
the eftate connected with it, only 
during life, he would commonly 
have neither any Opportunity of f- 
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curing the office to his family, nor 
any defire of annexing it to his ec- 
clefiattical dignity. 

* Of the influence eftablithed b 
the great officers of the. king's 
houfhold, the political confitution 
of Germany affords a remarkable 
inftance. When the dominions of 
that empire, by the conqueit of 
large territories in Italy, and in 
the Southern part of France, had 
been fo enlarged as to comprehend 
three didinct kingdoms, the empe- 
ror was induced, in that firuation, 
to appoint three different fecreta- 
ries. The officers of his houfhold 
were, upon this account, increated 
to the number of feven, In the 
progreis of the German govern- 
ment, the power of thefe great of- 
ficers advanced, as that of the em- 
peror declined ; and after the im, 
perial dignity had become intrely 
eleciive, they affumed the privilege 
of propofing, to, the national al- 
fembly, the fucceflor tothe crown 
from which they atlength pioceed- 
ed to claun a fole right.of electing 
him. Hence the origin of that 
precife number of perions who 
compofed the priminve German 
electors. 


% The fteward was generally the 
officer of greatefl importance ia the 
king’s houlbold ; ,pecaule the fup- 
plying of his majeity’s table with 
p:ovitions was regarded asthe chief 


concern of the family. We accord- 
ingly find that, in feveral counties 
of Europe, the perion who enjoyed 
this hereditary office, attained a de- 
giee of sank and opulence which 
rendered him formidable to the fo- 
vereign. In France, the mayors 
of the palace, after heaving for a 
long time the real power 
and authority of the crown, were 
at length emboldened to throw off 
the mafk, and openly to mount the 
throne, 
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* When the ufe of cavalry in 
war had become very extenfive, and 
when that part of the feudal armies 
had the principal thare in deciding 
the fate of battles, the conttable, 
or matifhal, was frequently in a 
condition to difpute the fuperiority 
with the fleward or mayor of the 
palace. Thus, in Germany, when 
the throne happencd to be vacant, 
the cleétor Palatine, the mayor_of 
the palace, was anciently appointed, 
for preventing the bad confequences 
of an inter-regnum, to be the vicar 
of the empire. But in a fuble- 
quent period, this high dignity was 
claimed by the elector of Saxony, 
the conftable; and, after violent 
difputes, and various determina- 
fions of the diet, was at lalt divided 
between thofe powerful competi- 
tors. 

‘¢ In the ages of greater civility 
and improvement, when, from the 
complicated conneétions of fociety, 
its laws became numerous and of 
dificult interpretation, and when, 
from the anxiety of individuals to 
afcertain their rights, the charters 
and writings proceeding fiom the 
crown were mutltiphed in propor- 
tion, the fecretary, or chancellor, 
to whom the king committed that 
branch of bufinefs, was invefted 
with powers of the greateft confe- 
quence, and therefore was exalted 
to the higheit rank. 

‘¢ In thofe opulent and polifhed 
nations which have long been re- 
duced under an equal and regular 
government; in which the impar- 
tial diftribution of juflice is looked 
upon as almoft a matter of courte; 
and which the fovereign is accuf- 
tomed to foverp by influence, more 
than by the exertion of his prere- 
gative; im fuch'nations, the-perftn 
who prefides over the pubfie tréa- 
fury, who may’ Be regard &s ‘the 
fabitigute of the chamberlainy be- 
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comes the great channel throuch 
which the revenue of the itate ig 
conveyed, and by which the autho. 
rity of the crown is maintained, 

** It is hardly neceflary to ree 
mark, that this diftribution of the 
bufinefs in the king’s houthold, 
into five departments, reaches far 
below the fimple period of the An- 
glo-Saxen government which we 
are now contidering. But, on the 
other hand, it merits attention, that 
when the exaltation of the fovercign 
had multiplied the occupations be- 
longing to thefe different branches, 
it became expedient, in fome of 
them, to appoint a variety of de- 
puties ; many of whom, in parti- 
cular kingdoms, rofe by degrees to 
fuch confideration and rank, as to 
appear no longer in a fubordinate 
ftation, and even to make the ori- 
gin of their appointment be forgot. 
ten. This circumftance muft not 
be overlooked in perufing the enu- 
mcration, given by many hiftorians, 
of the principal officers in the court, 
or houthoid of particular princes. 

“ From the foregoing imperte& 
fketch of the powers of the fove- 
reign, as well as of the conftitution 
and privileges of the Wittenage- 
mote, we may be enabled, notwith- 
ftanding the darknefs of our an- 
cient hiftory, to form an idea of 
the original Englith conftitution. 
How remote this was from an ab- 
folute monarchy, muft be apparent 
to every one, who confiders that 
the privilege of legitlation, toge- 
ther with that of determining peace 
and war, and even that of con- 
trouling the executive power, was 
lodged in the national aflembly. 
Neither can this government be 
‘deemed in a high degree, arittocra- 
tical; fince the mational council 
‘was compofed, not ef a {mall junto 
of nobles, but ‘of all the landed 
proprigtors, cowprehcading a great 
pro- 








ORIGIN OF THE PETTY ANDGRAND JURY. 


sroportion of the whole le. 
ie "ste in fact, to be that nek of 
political fyitem which is likely to 
be ettablifhed in all rude and ex- 
tenfive countries ; before a few in- 
dividuals have accumulated fo 
much wealth as enables them to 
domineer over their interiors ; and 
before the king, in confequence of 
his high @ation and prerogatives, 
has had leifure to acquire a revenue 
fufficient to overthrow and bear 
down any oppofition that can be 
apprehended from the moft opulent 
of his fubjeéts. It cannot, how- 
ever, efcape obfervation, that, al- 
though the powers commited to 
the monarch by the early Saxon 
conflitution, were fmall, they were 
not accurately defined; and that 
in,the exercile of them he enjoyed, 
upon this account, a good deal of 
latitude. | Accurate hmitations of 
power, anda regular fyftem of fu- 
bordination, the fruit of experience 
and forefight, cannot be expected 
to characterize the infticutions of 
a fimple people ; who are ufually 
guided by their feelings more 
than by reflection, and who at- 
tend more to the immediate effects 
of any meafure, than to its remote 
confequences. As the Anglo-Sax- 
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on princes were entrufted with every 
branch of public admiuittration, in 
which the Wittenagemote did not 
think proper to interfere; their 
conduct was dire‘ted in a gréat 
meafure, by particular conjunc- 
tures, and by the different unfore- 
feen events which accidentally re- 
quired their interpofition. We 
need not be furprifed, therefore, if 
in perufing the hiftory of that pe- 
riod, while we difcover’ fron 
marks of the weaknefs of the crown, 
we fhould alfo meet with fome ex- 
traordinary exertions of the prero- 
gative; and fhould at the fame 
time obferve, that thefe were fuf- 
fered to pafg without cenfiire, or 
even without notice. It is a com- 
mon fource of mitlake, among po. 
litical wrirers, to confider theft ex- 
traordinary exertions as provfs of 
the ordinary ftite of the govern- 
ment; and to adduce as an illuftra- 
tion of the geveral practice, what 
is only the random and cafual exer: 
cife of a power, not yet brought’ to 
a regular flandard. We fhall now 
examine the changes produced in 
the Englifh conftitution from the 
reign of Egbert to the Norma 
conqueft.” 
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Of the ORIGIN of the PETTY JURY, and the GRAND JURY. 


[From the fame Work.] 


. ROM the progreffive altera- 

tions, which have been 
mentioned, in the Englifh courts 
of juftice, it is natural to conclude, 
that the judges were continually 
advancing in experience and know- 
ledge, and that the forms of judi- 
cial procedure were daily attaining 
higher degrees of perfection. Of 


all the inftitutions relative to the 
management of judicial ‘bufinefs, 
which may be conlidered as the ef* 
fect of that improvement, ein of 
the jury, and the grand jury, 
are ge defervedly the. boat of 
Englith jurifpridence ; and as, in 
the period which we are now exa- 
mining, both of them appear to 
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have arrived at their complete efta- 
blifhment, a review of the circum- 
ftances from which they proceeded, 
and of the fleps by which they were 
introduced, may not be improper. 

«© y. Thad tormerly occafion to 
obferve, that, under the govern- 
ment of the Anglo-Saxon princes, 
the chief magiftrate of a county, or 
of a hundred, found it unneceffary, 
in the determination of law-fuits, 
to call a full meeting of the courts 
over which they pretided; and, for 
the yreater difpatch of the bufinefs, 
as well as for the eafe and conveni- 
ence of the people, were accuftomed 
to feleé&t a certain number of the 
freemen, or allodial proprietors, in 
each particular caufe, to aflilt in 

iving a decifion, Hence sthe firt 
idea of the petty jury was probably 
fuggefted. 

“ Ta a fubfequent period, a fimi- 
lar practice was adopted in the 
courts of a barony. When the 
vailals of a fuperior had acquired 
hereditary ficfs, they were no lon- 
ger under the neceflity of fubmit- 
ting to his arbitrary will ;. and in 
regulating their conduct, as well as 
in dittributing juftice among them, 
he found it expedient to act. with 
their advice salt Cemeattener To 
have aflembled the whole of his vaf- 
fals, for the determination of every 
lawefuit, would have been too great 
a hardfhip upon them ; but a mo- 


derate number were convened, in, 


order to fatisfy the parties, and to 
give weight and authority to the 
fentence. 

‘** The-calling, occafionally, a 
number of the vafTuls, in each cafe, 
to. aifift the fuperior, was a more 
natural expedient, than the ap- 
pointment of cerfain. permanent 
afleffors. It was attended with 
vo trouble or expence ; for every 
xaflal was bound net only to fighs 
for the {vperior, but alio to pere 
~via S uw 


form fuch other fervices as might 
be requilite, in order to fupport his 
authority and dignity. According 
to the imple notions of that age, 
thefe perions were fufficiently qua- 
lified to determine the points refer. 
red to their decilion; more efpe- 
cially as they might receive advice 
and direction from the magiftrate. 
In fome refpeéts they were held 
even preferable to every other fort 
ot judges; being men of the fame 
rank and condition with the parties > 
and, from their fituation, having 
frequently aceefs to know the ftate 
of the controverfy, as well as the 
circumftances of the faéts in queftion, 

“ ‘The introduction of juries ia 
the courts of a barony, arofe from 
the eftabliflament of hereditary fiefs ; 
tor, fo long as vaflals held their 
land pecarioully, Or even were not 
fecure of tranfmitting it to their 
potterity, they had too much de- 
pendence upon their fuperior, to 
difpure his authority, either in fet- 
tling their differences or punifhing 
offences. We may ealily fuppofe, 
therefore, that, under the Anglo- 
Saxon government, this mode of 
paces was not very common ; 

caufe the cuftom of fecuring land- 
ed eitates to the heirs of a vaflal 
was then far from being general. 
It is from the reign of William the 
Conqueror, that we may date the 
remaik :ble extenfion of jury-trials ; 
proceeding partly from the imita- 
tion of Norman or French cuftoms ; 
but flill more from the completion 
of the feudal fyitem, and the con- 
fequent multiplication of hereditary 
fiets. 

*¢ It merits attention, that this 
inftitution bad been hitherto limited 
to the hundc:ed and county courts, 
and to thole of a feudal barony, but 
never had taken place in the judi- 
ciary proceedings of the national 
council. The caufes which came 

: undes 
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under the cognizance of the Wit- 
tenagemote were not fo numerous, 
as to create much trouble to its 
members, or to fuggeft the meafure 
of devolving that branch of bufinefs 
upon any fort of committee, or 
partial meeting, in place of the full 
afiembly. 

*¢ Upon the eftublithment of the 
Anglo-Norman parliament, its ordi- 
nary judicial bufinefs was, in a fhort 
time, committed to the aula regis ; 
a court which at firit contiited of 
feveral members, bur was after- 
wards held by a fingle magiftrate, 
the deputy judge of the fovereicn. 
This tribunal was properly the or- 
dinary baron-court of the king ; 
and, being in the fame circumi{lan- 
ces with the baron-courts of the 
nobility, it was under the fame ne- 
ceflity of trying caufes by the inter- 
vention of a jury. As the vaffals 
of the crown were ufually more in- 
dependent of the king, than the 
rear-vaflals were of their immediate 


fuperior; it is not likely, that, 
while jultice was adminiftered by 
the pares curie to the latter, the 
former would fubmit to the decifions 
of a fingle magifirate, named at 


pleafure by the fovereign. We 
find, accordingly, that, by a gene- 
ral law in the reign of Henry the 
Second, either party in a law fuit 
was allowed to decline the cullomary 
mode of trial by tingle combat, and 
to demand that his ¢aufe fhould be 
determined by an atlize or jury of 
twelve perfons. From this time 
forward, there can be no doubt that 
jury-trials were admitted in all the 
courts of ordinary junifdiction. They 
are exprefsly recognized and etta- 
biifhed by the great charrers of king 
John, and of Henry the Third. 

‘© When the office of the grand 
jufticiary was abolifhed, in the reign 
of Edward the Firft, and wheo the 
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powers of the aula regis were diftri- 
buted to the king's bench, the com- 
mon pleas, and the exchequer, it 
was natural for thefe courts to fol- 
low the fame forms of procedure 
which had been obferved by that 
high tribunal to which they were 
fubiticuted. The former practice 
ot determining law-fuits by a jury, 
was doubilets viewed, at the fame 
time, in the light of a privilege, 
which the nation would not have 
been willing to refign. The num- 
ber of judges, in each of the court 
ot Wettminiter-hall, was much in. 
ferior to that of the ordinary fize ; 
and, as they were not men of the 
fame rank with the parties, it was 
not likely that the fame degree ot 
confidence would be repoied in 
them. To have transterred the 
powers of an intticution fo populir 
as that of juries, toa fet of courts 
conttituted in this manner, would, 
notwithitanding the late advances 
of prerogative, have been a dange- 
rous meafure. What is called the 
petty jury was therefore introduced 
into thefe tribunals, as well as into 
their auxiliary courts employed to 
diftribute juftice in the circuits; and 
was thus rendered eflentially necef- 
fary in determining caules of every 
fort, whether civil, criminal, or fifcal. 
** But, previous to the profecu- 
tion of offences, there muft be in- 
formation of their exiltence; and 
frequently, too, the immediate in- 
terpofition of the magiilrate is ne- 
ceflary, to apprehend and imprifon 
the offender. In a rude nation, 
however, efpecially it it is of con- 
fiderable extent, many crimes are 
likely to be hid from the public 
eye, and to efeape the examination 
of any court. It appears, accord- 
ingly, that, in modern Europe, 
this branch of police had early be- 
come an object of general attention. 
L3 - To 
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To make inquiry concerning the 
commiffion ot public offences, and 
to tran{mit an account of them to 
the criminal court, was one great 
pu pole ot the appointinent of coro- 
ners; a fet of officers who had 
piace not only in England and 
Scotiand, but in the greater part, 
if not in all, of the feudal king 
doms vpon the continent. 

‘¢ The office of the coroners, in 
England, is of fo great antiquity, 
that the commencement of it 1s en- 
tircly loit inobfeuriry. It feems to 
have been an immemorial cuftom of 
the Anglo-Saxons, that feveral per- 
fons of diflinétion flould be named 
by the frecholders in each county, 
with power to fecure and imprifon 
crminals of all forts, to the end 
that they might be brought to a 
trial. Fromthis employment, thefe 
officers, as in after times the juliices 
of the peace, found the means of 
affluming a criminal jurifdiction, 
which, from fmall beginnings, be- 
came gradually more and more ex- 
tenfive. Another branch of buf- 
nefs, devolved upon the coroner, 
and which may be regarded as an 
appendage or confequence of the 
former, was that ot afcertaining 
and de:ermining the value of the 
fines, amerciaments, and forfeitures, 
or ot any other emoluments, which 
accrued to the fovereign, either from 
the condemnation of public offen- 
ders, or trom the right of the crown 
to all the goods, of which no other 
proprietor could be found. 

‘¢ Whenthe coroner had occafion 
to enquire into the truth of any 
taét, either with a view to determine 
thofe matters which fell under his 
own jurifdiction, or in order to 
tranfmit an account of it to fome 
other criminal court, he proceeded, 
in the fame manner that was cuf- 
tomary in the courts of the hundred, 
and of the county, by the ailiftance 
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of an inqueft or jury ; and the num- 
ber of jurymen, who, in thofe cals, 
were called trom the neighbouring 
townfhips, was not lefs than was 
employed in other judicial invetti- 
gations. 

«* After the Norman conqueft, 
when the auli regis drew to itfelf 
the cognizance ot the greater part 
of crimes, it became the duty of the 
coroner to certify co that court his 
inquifition conceruing thofe offences 
Which fell under its jurifdiéion ; 
and wpon this information, the moi 
authentic that could well be pro- 
cured, atrial before the grand jutli- 
ciary was commenced. Upon the 
eftablifhment of the king’s bench, 
and of the commiffions of oyer and 
terminer and gaol delivery, the like 
cerufication, and for the fame pure 
pole, was made by the coroner of 
thefe tribunals. 

** But in proportion to the ad- 
vancement of the prerogative, the 
authority of the corener, an officer 
clected by the county, was dimi- 
nifhed ; his jurifdiction was daily 
fubjected to. greater limitations ; 
and his reports became gradually 
more narrow and defective: whe- 
ther it be that, by having a fellow- 
feeling with the inhabitants, he en- 
deavoured to fcreen them trom juf- 
tice, or that, from the ruil and re- 
laxation to which every old inftitu- 
tion is liable, his operations became 
tardy and inaccurate ; certain it is, 
that he came to overlook the greater 
part of the offences wich require the 
interpofition of the magiftrate, and 
his inquifition was at length con- 
fined to a few of thofe enormous 
crimes, which excite univerfal in- 
dignation and refentment. 

** To fupply the deficiency of the 
coroner's inqueft, the fheriff, who 
had come, in a great meafure, un- 
der the appointment of the crown, 
was directed, upon the meeting of 

judges 
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judges in the circuits, or of the 
other criminal courts, tocalla jury, 
in order to procure information con- 
cerning the crimes committed in 
particular diftriéts. Hence the 
origin of what is called the grand 
jury, by whofe inquifition the 
judges were authorifed to proceed in 
the trial of public offenders. 

** It is probable, that when the 
grand jury were firft called, they 
made an inquiry at large concerning 
every fact which ought to become 
the tubje& of a criminal trial, and 
of their own proper motion delated 
the perfons whom they found to 
deferye an accufation; but, by de- 
grees, when the agent for the crown 
had been led to fufpeét any particu- 
lar perfon, he was accultomed to 
lay before them the immediate quef- 
tion, how far that fufpicion was 
well founded? Hence the two me- 
thods of finding the fact; by pre- 
fentment, and by indiétment. 

*¢ I: feems evident, from what has 
been obferved, that the original 
purpofe of the inquifition by the 
coroner, and of a prefentment by 
the grand jury, was to prevent ot- 
fenders from being overlooked, and 
from efcaping a trial, When the 
cuftom ot preterring indictments to 
the grand jury was introduced, the 
intention of that meafure was, pro- 
bably, to avoid the trouble and ex- 
ae of a fruitlefs profecution, 

ut, whatever was originally in- 
tended by this practice, the necef- 
fity of procuring the previous ap. 
probation of a jury, by one or other 
ot the forms abeve-mentioned, was 
productive of the higheft advantage 
to the people, that of fecuring them 
from groundlefs or frivolous accu- 
fations. If a perfon is known te 
have commirted a crime, or lies 
under a ftrong fufpicion of guilt, 
the voice of the whole neighbour- 


hood wil! probably call aloud fer 
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jufiice, and demand an immediate 
trial ot the offender. Burit, on the 
contrary, an innocent man is at- 
tacked, if he is threatened with a 
“seg ee from apparently ma- 
icious motives, or for the purpofe 
of ferving » political job, it is moft 
likely that his fellow citizens will 
view this proceeding with indigna- 
tion; that they will confider his 
misfortune as, in fome meafure, 
their own ; and that, from a prin- 
ciple of humanity and juftice, as 
as well as from a regard to their 
own intereft, they will be excited 
to ftana forth as the protectors of 
innocence. 

** This is anew inftance, perhaps 
more confpicuous than any that we 
have had occafion to obferve in the 
hiftory of the Englifh government, 
of a regulation whote confequences 
were not forefeen at the time when 
it was introduced. The great bene- 
fit arifing to focicty from the inter- 
pofition of the grand jury is not 
only totally different, but even dia- 
metrically oppofite to that which 
was originally intended by it. The 
original purpofe of that inftitution 
was to aflift the crown in the difco- 
very of crimes, and by that means 
to encreafe the number of profecu- 
tions, But when an accurate po- 
lice had been eflablifhed in the 
country, there was little danger 
that any crime of importance would 
be concealed from the public; and 
it became the chief end of the grand 
jury to guard »gainit the abutes of 
the defcretionary power with which 
the officers of the crown are invett- 
ed, that of profecuting publi¢e of- 
fences. 

** The employment of the coro- 
ner in Scotland, was the fame as in 
England: and he appears to have 
ufed the fame forms in the exercife 
of his jurifdidtion. With the affift- 
ance ot a jury, he enquired into tha 

l4 cou- 








commiffion of crimes; and either 
punifhed them by bis own authority, 
or tranf{mitted information concern- 
ing them to the comperent court. 
‘The negligence of this officer feems, 
in that country, to have hikewile 
produced the imterpofition of the 
theriff, or chief Faget we of parti- 
cular diitricts, by calling a jury 
tor the fame purpoic. By. a itutute 
in the reign of Alexander the Se- 
cond, it is enafted, that no proie- 
cution, at the inilance of the crown, 
fhall procced aguinft any perion, 
unlefs by an accufatic yn, upon the 
inquilition of a jury, confitti ing of 
the chief magittrate of the place and 
three refpectable perfons in the 
neighbourhood. This rule con- 
tinued till near the end of the fix- 
teenth century; when, in ceafe- 
quence of the eftabliflinent of the 
court of feflion, and from other 
caufes, the invelligation of judicial 
matters, by a jury, came to be 
much more limited than it had for- 
metly been. By an act of the Scot- 
wih parliament, in 1587, certain 
commifiioners, inftead of the inqueit 
torinerly called, were appointed in 
the feverul counties, for enquiring 
into public offences; and indi¢t- 
ments, framed upon the report ot 
thefe commiifioners, were put into 
a lift, which got the name of the 
porteous roll. 

“ The fame flatute empowered 
the King’s advocate to profecute 
crimes of his own proper motion : 
and, ashe was the perfon employed 
to raife indictments, upon the in- 
formation te She by the com- 
mifhoners, he naturally afluined the 
privilege of determining whether 
the facts laid before him ought 
to be the ground of a_ profecution 
or not. Thus in Scotland the an- 
cient grand jury was abolithed; and 


criminal aétions, at the inftance of 
the public, came, in all cafes, to 
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be directed at the dilcretion of a 

crown officer. 

The attorney-general, in Eng. 
land, and the matter of the crowne 
office, have acquired, in like manner, a 
pow er of profecuting by laformation, 
without any previous authoriry of a 
grand j jury; oat this mode of profe- 

cution is confined to mildemeanours 
tending to ditturb the government, 
or the peace and good order of fas 
ciety, and is never extended to 
crimes of a capital nature. 

How far the nations upon the 
continent were pofiefled of a fimilar 
provilion, to fecure the people from 
unjuft and groundlefs profecutions, 
it is not eafy to determine. That 
in the greater part of them the co- 
rover’s inqueflt was employed tor 
bringing to light thofe diforders 
which required the interpofiton of 
a criminal court, there is no room 
to doubt. But when, trom the 
circumitunces which have already 
been pointed out, the method of 
trial by the poy jury had tallen 
into difufe, it is not likely that a 
previous inquett would {till be em- 
ployed to judge of the neceffity or 
expediency of commencing a criuni- 
nal accufation, From the rapid 
advancement of the prerogative in 
theie nations, the fovereign was 
treed from any reftraint in this 
branch of adminifiration, and an 
unbounded liberty of trying public 
off nces was committed to the ofhcers 
of the crown. To whatever caules 
it may be afcribed, the Englith 
grand jury is now the only intlitu- 
tion ot the kind that remains in 
Europe; and perhaps, as it is mo- 
delled at prefent, there cannot be 
found, in the anuals of the world, 
a regulation fo well calculated for 
preventing abufes in that part of 
the exccutive power which relates 
to the profecution of crimes.” 


SP E- 
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SPECIMENS of LOVE LETTERS in the Reign of EDWARD IV, 


[From the Second Volume of a Colle“tion of Original Lerrers, Written 
during the Reigns of Henry VI. Epwaro 1V, and Ricuaav UI, 
By Joun Fenn, Big. M.A. and F. R.S.) 


IGHT reverend and wor- 
fhipful, and my nmght well 
beloved Valentine, I recommend me 
unto you, full heartily detiring to 
hear of your welfare, which I be- 
feech Almighty God long for to 
preferve unto hjs pleafure, snd your 
heart’s defire. 


«+ And if it pleafe you to hear of 


my welfare, Iam net in good hecle 
| “ealtd | of body, nor of he:rt, nor 
fall be all I hear trom you, 
For there wottes [énows ] no creature that 
pain | endure, 

yd for to be dead [ for my life} 
. po dyicur fdifcver]. Ah 

*¢ And my lady my mother hath 
laboured the matter to my father 
tull diligently, but fhe can no more 
yet than ye know of, tor the which 
God knoweth I am full forry. But 
it that ye love me, as I truit verily 
that ye do, ye will not leave me 

theretore; tor if that ye had not 
half the livelihood that ye have, 
for to do the greateft labour that 
any woman alive might, I would 
not forfake you. 


l dare it 


And if ye command me to keep me true 
wherever I go, 

I w's | will do all my might you to love, 
and never no mo. 

And if my friends fay, that I do amifs. 

1 os. fhall not me let fo for tudo, 

Mine heart me | ids ever more to love you. 

Jruly over all earthly thing, 

And if they be never fo wrath, 

i trutt ie fall be becter in time coming. 


‘¢ No more to you at this time, 
but the holy Trinty have you in 
keeping ; and I befecch you that 
this bill be not feen of none earthly 
cicature lave only vourtelt, &c. 


** And this letter was endited at 
Toperott, with full heavy heart, 
&e. 

By vour own, 


MARKGEKY BREWS,” 


IGHT worfhipful and well 

beloved Valentine, in my 
mott humble wife, | recommend me 
unto you, Ke. And heartily I 
thank you for the le tter, which that 
ye fend me by John Beckerton, 
where by I underitand and know, 
that ye be purpofed to come to 
Topceroft in fhort time, and with- 
out any errand or matter, but only 
to have a conclufion of the matrer 
betwixt my father and you; I 
would be moft glad of any creature 
alive, fo that the matter might 
grow to effect. And thereas 
[ewhereas] ye fay, and ['/] ye come 
and find the matter no more to- 
warés you than ye did afore time, 
ye would no more put my father 
and my lady my mother to no coft 
nor bufinets, for that caufe a good 
while after, which caufech my heart 
to be full heavy ; and if that ye 
come, and the matter take to none 
effect, then fhould I be much more 
forry, and full of heavinefs. 

And as for myfelf I have 
done, and underftand in the matter 
that | can or may, as God knoweth ; 
and I let you plainly underftand, 
that my father will no more money 
part withal in that behalf, but an 
100 l.and 50 marks (331. 6s. 8d.) 
which is right far from the aceem- 

lifhment of your detire. 
«¢ Wherefore, if that ye could be 
content with that good, and my 
poor 
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poor perfon, I would be the merri- 
eft maiden on ground; and if ye 
think not yourlelf fo fatistied, or 
that ye might have much more 
good, a3 I have underitood by you 
afore ; good, true, and loving va- 
Jentine, that ye take no fuch labour 
upon you, as to come more for that 
matter, but let (cwbat) is, pafs and 


never more be fpoken of, as I may 
be vour true lover and beadwoman 
during my life. 

‘No more unto you at this 
time, but Almighty Jefu preferve 
you boih body and foul, &c. 

by your valentine, 
MARGERY BREWS.” 
Toperoft, 1476-75 





KING RICHARD the Third’s Addrefs aganft HENRY TUDOR. 


[From the fame Woik.] 


The copy of a letter of king Richard 
ILI. perfuading bis fubjic4s to ree 
Sift Henry Tydder {Tudor} after- 
avards king of England, and de- 
claring from whom the faid Hene 
ry was defi endede 
Ricwarp R, 

Richard, &c. wifheth heaith, we 
command you, &c, 

“ ORASMUCH as the king, 
K our fovereign lord, hath 

certain knowlege that Piers, bifhop 

of Exeter, Jafper Tydder [ Tudor}, 
fon of Owen Tydder, calling him- 
felf earl of Pembroke, John late 
earl of Oxford, and fir Edward 
Wodevile, with others diverfe, his 
rebels and traitors, difabled and at- 
tainted by the authority of the 
high court of parliament, of whom 
many may be known for open mur- 
derers, advowterers [adulterers], 
and extortioners, contrary to the 
pleafure of God, and again¢t all 
truth, honour and nature, have 
forfaken their natural country, tak- 
ing them firft to be under the obey- 
fance of the duke of Bretagne and 
to him promifed certain things, 
which by him and his council, 
were thought things too greatly 
unnatural and abominable, for them 


to grant, obferve, keep, and per- 
form, and therefore the fame ut. 
terly refufed. 

“The faid traitors fering the 
faid duke and his council would 
not aid nor fuceour them nor fol- 
low their ways, privily departed 
out of his country into France, and 
there taking them to be under the 
obeyfance of the king's ancient 
enemy, Charles calling himfelf 
king of France, and to abufe and 
blind the commons of this fuid 
realm, the faid rebels and traitors 
have chofen to be their captain one 
Henry Tydder [Tudor], fon of 
Edmund ‘Tydder, fon of Owen 
Tydder, which of his ambitious 
and infatiable covetife [covetoufu/i} 
encroached and ufurpeth upon him, 
the name and title of Royal Efiate 
of this realm of England ; where- 
unto he hath no manner of intereft, 
right, title or colour, as every man 
well knoweth; for he is defcended 
ot battard blood, both of father’s 
fide, and of mother’s fide; for 
the faid Owen the grandfather, 
was baftard born; and his mother 
was eaughter unto John, duke of 
Somerfet, fon unto John, earl of 
Somerfet, fon unto dame Kathe- 
nine Swynford, and of their indow- 
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ble avoutry gotren; whereby it 
evidently appeareth, that no title 
can nor may in him, which fully 
intendeth to enter this realm, pro- 
poting a conqueft ; and if he fhould 
atchieve his falfe intent and pur- 
pole, every man’s life, livelihood, 
and goods, fhall be in his hands, 
jiberty, and difpofition; whereby 
fhould enfue the difheriting and 
dettrudiion of all the noble and 
worlhipful blood of this realm for 
ever, andto the refiflance and with- 
ftanding whereef every true and 
natural Englifhman born, mutt lay 
to his hands for his own turety and 
weal. 

‘“* And to the intent that the 
faid Henry Tyder might the ra- 
ther atchieve his falfe intent and 
purpofe by the aid, fupport, and 
aififtance of the kings ancient ene- 
my of France, (4e) hath covenant- 
ed and bargained with him, and 
all the council of France, to give 
up and releafe in perpetuity all 
the right, title, and claim, that the 
king of England have had, and 
ought to have, to the crown and 
realm of France, together with the 
duchies of Normandy, Anjou, and 
Mayne, Gafcoign and Guyfnes, 
Cafiell, and the towns of Calais, 
Guyfnes, Hammes, with the 
marches appertaining to the fame, 
and diflever and exciude the arms 
of France out of the arms of Eng- 
land for ever. 

* And in more proof and fhew- 
ing, of his faid purpofe of con- 
queit, the faid Henry Tydder hath 
goven [given], as well to divers of 
the faid king’s enemies, as to his 
faid rebels and traitors, archbi- 
fhopricks, bifhopricks, and orher 
dignities {piritual; and alfo the 
duchies, earldoms, baronies, and 
other poffeifions and inheritances 
of knights, efquires, gentlemen, 


and other the king’s true fubjeéte 
within the realm; and intendeth 
alfo to change and fubvert the laws 
of the fame, and to enduce [inrre- 
duce) and ettablith new laws and 
ordinances amongit the king’s faid 
fubjects. 

** And over this, and befides the 
alienations of all the premifes into 
the poffetlion of the king’s faid ane 
cient enemies, to the greateft anyn- 
tifhment [an2/hilation,] fhame, and 
rebuke, that ever might fall to this 
faid land, the faid Henry Tydder 
and others, the king’s rebels and 
traitors aforefaid, have extended 
[/nxterded] at their coming, if they 
may be of power, to do the moit 
crucl murders, flauchters, and rob- 
beries, and difherifons, that cver 
were feen in any chriftian realm. 

** For the which, and other in- 
eflimable dangers to be efchewed, 
and to the intent that the king’s 
faid rebels, traitors and enemies, 
may be utterly put from their {aid 
malicious and falfe purpofe and 
foon difcomforted, if they enforce 
[endeavour] to land. 

“The king our fovereign lord 
willeth, chargeth, and command- 
eth, all and every of the natural 
and true fubjects of this his realm, 
to call the premifes to their minds, 
and like good and true Enelilhmen 
to endower [ furnif>] themfelves 
with all their powers for the de- 
fence of them, their wives, chil- 
dren, and goods, and heredita- 
ments, againft the faid malicious 
purpofes and confpirations, which 
the faid ancient enemies have made 
with the king*s faid rebels and trai- 
tors, for the final deftruction of this 
land, as is aforefaid, 

** And our faid fovereign lord, 
as a well willed, diligent, and cou- 
rageous prince, will put his mott 
royal perfon to all labour and pain 

necef- 
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neceflary in this behalf, for the 
refiftance and. fubduing of his faid 
encmies, rebels, and traitors, to the 
moft comfort, weel, and furety of 
all his true and faithtul liege men 
and fubjeéts. 

‘¢ And over this, our faid fove- 
seign lord willeth and commandeth 
all his faid fuljects, to be ready in 
their moft defentible array, to do 


his highnefs fervice of war, when 
they by open proclamation, or 9. 
therwife fhall be commanded fo to 
do, for refifiance of the King’s faid 
rebels, traitors, and enemies, And 
this under peril, &c. 

“© Witnefs myfelf at Weftminfter 


;, 
the 23d day of June in the fecond 
year of our reign,” 
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MISCELLANEOUS PAPERS. 





LETTERS on the BREEDING and TREATMENT of SILK 
WORMS. 


[From the Fifth Volume of the Tranfactions of the Society for the 
Encouragement of Arts, Manntactures, and Commerce. } 


Mifs Ruoprs’s Lerter. 
“FT QUALLY influenced by 

EK your requett, and che re- 
collection of my own promife, I 
again renew the tatk on which the 
fociety has beftowed fuch an high 
degree of attention, and approba- 
tion: and although in the pretecu- 
tion of my fcheme, I have expe- 
neneed difappointments which et- 
fectually exclude me from the prize 
my ambition led to, 1 cannot think 
myfelf totally unfortunate, fince 
thefe very difappointments may 
fupply the moit ufetul hints to o- 
thers, and, however paradoxical it 
may appear, are fo many new 
proofs of the practicability of my 
plan. 

“ T congratulate myfelf on your 
having feen my manufactory lait 
fummer, as you can witnefs the 
number of filk worms I fed. 1 had 
calculated that thirty thoufand 
would produce me about five pounds 
of filk, and at the time you faw 
them, I had many more than that 
number, They were exdremely 
healthy, and fupplied plentifully 
with tood by the generous exertions 
of my friends, who, with unex- 
ampled kindnefs, fent me frefh 
leaves daily, although fome of them 
2 


refided at the dittance of fifteen, 
and twenty miles from me. 

“ About the beginning of July, 
the worms had attained their tull 
growth, and arrived ot that fiate 
ot beautiful trantparency which 
predicts their difpofition to fpin: 
but at this crifis, a chilling north 
eait wind fet in, and we felt a de- 
gree of cold little {hort of fome ot 
the fevere winter months. Such 
un uncommon feafon had never 
been remembered here, and its bane- 
ful effects were vilibly difplayed on’ 
my little family. All thote that 
were ready ro {pin became of fuch 
an iy coldnefs, that it was {carcely 
poilible to bear them on the hand ; 
they mude fome feeble efforts to 
eject the thread from their mouths, 
but in vain, for they flrunk into 
their chryfalis flate, without being 
able to form even the web, which 
inclofes the cone. This was equally 
new and alarming to me, and I 
watched them with the molt anxious 
attention. The principle of lite 
was vifible in them as in the chry- 
falis’s which had fpun. ‘That this 
change was the effect of cold, I had 
no doubt ; but I withed to difcover 
how that effect was produced, and 
this I could only do by ae 
fome of them. On examination 

found 
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found that the glutinous matter 
which forms the filk, was become 
fo highly congealed by the cold, 
that, it refembled a ftrong tendon, 
both in appearance, and tenacity ; 
whereas 1 had ever found it to be 
perfectly fluid in thofe worms which 
were employed in fpinning. 

“¢ My dittrefs encreafed hourly, 
for thoufands went off thus every 
day. It was fufficiently obvious 
that the making of tires would re- 
medy the evil; but they were un- 
fortunately fituated over a range of 
warehoufes, which rendered that, 
not only dangerous, but impoffible. 
‘To remove fuch numbers into the 
houfe was equally impracticable ; 
bur alas! they were foon iufficiently 
reduced for me to adopt that plan, 
and in one of the coldeft days I 
almoft ever felt, with the ailiiiance 
ot feveral of my friends, I removed 
them to their former apartment. 
Here | kept large and conttant fires, 
and the worms as they arrived at 
maturity, purfued their induttrious 
occupations with alacrity. 

‘From this you will perceive 
fir, that cold, though it impedes 
their growth, does not effentially 
injure the worms, until they arrive 
at the ftate for tpinning ; and that 
then, a certain degree of heat is 
requifite to render the filk fuifici- 
ently tluid, for them to eject it with 
eafe. if 1 could have made fires at 
firit, | am perfuaded that the dread- 
ful havoc would have been prevent- 
ed; and thofe who rear them for 
profit, may readily con {truct piaces, 
where an artificial heat may coun- 

eract the effects of an uncommon 
feafon, and prevent fuch a cala- 
mity. 

“Although the whole fummer 
was with us, unufually cold, 1 lott 
none until the time I have men- 
tioned : but thofe which I prelerved, 
by a removal into the houfe, were 


Comparatively few indeed! 
mor tha fe or fx tht 
v that the generalje 
of the world, form their o Dad 
of the expediency of fuch 2 " 
cet oe thie By ie era 
be compared ; me a 
pared to that of the poor 
farmer, who bcholds with delight, 
a plenteous crop bending for the 
fickle, which by a fad reverfe, a 
fucceffion of defcending torrents 
dettroys ; and who nevertheledg re. 
news his toil of culture, with bet. 
ter hopes from the fucceeding year, 
True it is that in one inftance we 
differ materially, tor he has fo fe. 
curity again{t another bad feafon, 
whilft am artificial arrangement can 
to me, diitribure a fufficient degree 
of warmth. ‘The effort I made this 
year, if fuccefsful, would have 
been final: | muft now perfevere 
two or three years. longer, for I 
have refolved not to relinquith my 
defign until I have obtained the 
quantity of filk neceflary for a 
drefis, This was originally my 
fole motive, but | have the pleafure 
of thinking, that I have abundant. 
ly eftablifhed the following facts. 

‘¢ Firit, ‘That the management of 
the filk worm, is by no means dif 
ficult, the principle objection have 
ing been obviated, by the difcovery, 
that they may be fupported fo long 
a time, on an indigenous plant, 
which may be procured in all fitua- 
tions. 

“¢ Second, That our climate fup- 
plics a fufficient degree of warmth 
to bring the filk to the highelt per 
feGion, unlefs in very extraordinary 
feafons, which may be guarded a 
gainft by the conitruction of fire 
places. 

« Third, And that the profits 
which arife from the manufacturing 
of filk, are immenfely advantage 
ous, one fourth part of the sa 
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of filk being adjudged enough to 
defray the whole expences. I know 
ef few circumtiances which would 

ify me fo much, as the having 
been the means of promoting the 
efablifhment of a filk manufactory 
en a large feale. 

« There was a patent granted by 
George the Fir(t, for the encourage- 
ment of one; and two thoufand 
mulberry-trees, were actually plant- 
ed at Chelfea for that purpofe : 
how it mifcarried I have not learnt ; 
but many of the trees mutt certain- 
ly remain, therefore that would be 
the {pot beft calculated tor the trial. 
For this circumftance, I am in- 
debted to a very ingenious Effay on 
the Silk Worm, publithed by Hen- 
ry Barham, efq. in the year 1719, 
which abounds with the mot ufeful 
information I have yet met with 
on the fubject; and in which, my 
opinion of the prodigious profits, 
and certain fuccefs, that would at- 
tend the eftublifhment of the filk 
manufactory in England, is moft 
amply and inconteitibly fupported.” 


Mr. Swatn’s Letter. 
* vy HAVE juft now perufed the 

fourth volume of the Tranf- 
a¢tions of your patriotic fociety, 
and it is with inexpreffible fatisfac- 
tion, 1 obferve the rapid progres 
towards perfection which the arts 
and manufactures of this country 
are daily making under their aut- 
picious patronage. What I am 
particularly pleafed.with in the vo- 
Jume I have juft read, is, the at- 
tention flill continued to, and the 
encreafing proofs of the practica- 
bility of the railing of filk in this 
iland. The elegant letters of mifs 
Henrietta Rhodes, inferted therein, 
have induced me to fend you the 
following remarks, together with 
the {pecimen of filk, inclofed in the 
fame cover; thefe however, are by 
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no means intended as candidates for 
a dittinction fimilar to that where- 
with the letters of that ingenious 
young lady have been med deferv- 
edly honoured by the fociety, (as 
Tam confcious they have no pre. 
tentions of this kind) or inthe lighe 
of rivalfhip; but merely to corres 
borate the teftimony there adduced, 
that the production of merchant. 
able {ilk from worms fed in this 
ifland, is not only practicable, bue 
that there would be almoft a cere 
tainty of a manufactory of that 
kind fucceeding, were there a fufli- 
ciency of proper food eafily pro- 
curable for the worms which pro- 
duce it. That food I am confident 
will never be found in the leaves 
of any other tree, or plant, than 
thofe of the mulberry. For al- 
though filk worms will feed on the 
leaves of lettuces, and will fome- 
times {pin theirweb, and go through 
their feveral metamorphotis with- 
out any other tood, when they have 
been accuftomed to that from their 
firft exclufion from the eggs; yet 
they will never thrive fo weil, be- 
come fo large, or fpin a web either 
fo good in quantity, or fo abundant 
in quality, as when they have been 
fed during their whole exiitence in 
the larva dlate, on their natural 
food mulberry-leaves. And fup- 
pofing the leaves of lettuces to be 
an equally proper food for them, 
yet the great extent of land necef- 
{ary for the growth of lettuces fuf- 
ficient for the confumption. of any 
confiderable number ot worms, muft 
furely render ineffectual every at- 
tempt to raife filk upon that plan. 
‘¢ In the fociety’s fecond volume 
we have an account of a very am- 
ple reward beftowed on a Mrs. 
Williams, of Gravefend, for her 
communications on the fubjeé of 
filk worms, chiefly tending to thew 
that afubftitute for mulberry- leaves 


had been difcovered. I have tried 
moft of thofe plants recommended 
by her, and feveral others, without 
the fmalleft appearance of fuccels, 
The worms would fometimes eat 
them, but whenever they did, it 
always proved prejudicial to them, 
and generally deilructive. 

«* In the valuable paper fubjoined 
to Mrs. William’s Letters, written 
by the honourable Daines Barrtng- 
ton, it is hinted that a fuccedaneum 
for mulberry-leaves might be dif- 
covered by examining what infects, 
in this country, feed upon the mul- 
berry, in common with other plants ; 

refuming from thence, if any 
fhould be found, that thofe plants 
would refemble each other in their 
flavour and nutritive qualitics. 
Could any infects be found in the 
circumftances betore mentioned, it 
might poffibly lead to fuch a difco- 
very. But your correfpondent mils 
Rhodes, has remarked (and | have 
myfelf noticed the fame) that no 
indigenous infect of this country 
preys on the leaves of the mulberry ; 
not even the race of whe aphides, 
thofe almoft univerfal plunderers. 

* Asafarther direction to a re- 
fearch of this kind, the obfervation 
of botanifts may be adduced, that 
plants of the fame natural clais and 
order have a near refemblance in 
their virtues and qualities. This 
clue would lead us to only a jew 

lants of the native growth of this 
ifland, which tland in the above 
degrees of affinity to the mulberry: 
and thefe arc, the nettle, the box- 
tree, the birch-tree, and the alder. 
The moft likely of thefe | fhould 
fufpect would be the birch; for | 
have not tried either of them, nei- 
ther do | recommend the experi- 
ment to others; as i think ail ex- 
periments with a view to procure a 
fubititute for the mulberry quite 
unneceflary, For what neceihty 
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can there be for ranging in que 
of other food, when the mulberry 
tree itfelf, the acknowledged a 
per and natural ood of thete infec 
will thrive and profper in this coun. 
try as well as moft other trees, Jp 
very poor foils indeed they crow 
{purigly. But in foils tlerabl 

rich, either thofe that are naturaily 
fo, or enriched by art, they veges 
tate with all the luxuriance that can 
be withed, I at prefent know the 
owner of two mulberry-trees, which 
have not been planted more than 
fifteen or fixteen years from the 
layers, which, in my opinion, 
would each of them have maintain. 
ed tor theie two or three years patt 

near three thouland worms in a fen. 
fon. 

* The chief reafon alledged for 
the neceility of finding outa fub. 
ftitute tor mulberry leaves, is, that 
thefe leaves are not produced early 
enough in this climate to become 
the food of the infant worms. It 
is well known, that the leaves of 
the mulberry-tree, ieldom begin to 
untold themfelves before the latter 
end of May, or the .beginning of 
June. It is likewife a matter of notos 
riety, that thofe few filk worms which 
have as yet been bred in this ifland, 
have moitly been hatched by the 
beginning of May, or even earlier. 
From hence there has been {uppofed 
a neceflity for providing fome more 
early vegetating plant for their food, 
before the leaves of that tree are 
ready for them. That no fuch ne- 
ceffity exifts is to me very apparent. 
Is it not natural to conclude, that 
the conilitution of the air, refpecs 
ing Warmth, fhould at one and the 
fame time expand the leaf, and pro- 
trude the infect which was intended 
by all-wife providence to inhabit 
und feed on that leat? This, we 
may obferve is the conitant caurfe 
of nature, with refpect tovall yx 

infects 
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tafetts and their food. We have 
every reafon to fuppofe that this is 
the caie with the filk worms, and 
the mulbcrry leaves, in thofe coun- 
thes where both are indigenous: 
and I have not the fhadow of a 
doubt that this effect would natu- 


rally and invariably obtain as well’ 


in this climate as any other, did 
not human im prudence interpofe to 
prevent it, and art ol ftruct the in- 
tention of nature. The eggs of 
flk worms, have in this country, 
been generally configned to the 
care of young people, and chiefly 
thole of the temale fex. They 
have been preferved in bureaus, 
and chelts of drawers, in rooms 
where fires have been conftantly 
kept during the winter feafon. In 
the fpring, as foon as the influence 
of the fun began to be powerful, 
the eagerne{s ot youthful curioiity, 
has caufed them to be removed to 
windows, where the fun exerted its 
full power: and in this firuation 
they have been generally forced in- 
to exillence, within a few hours, 
ina feaion, when the temperature 
of the air was unfit for them, and 
when their ;roper food could not 
be procured, 

* Oue of your late correfpond 
ents on this fubject, Mrs. Williams, 
has proved that the hatching of the 
eggs may be accelerated, and has 
averted, that it is even poilible to 
hatch them in the midft of winter: 
the other, mifs Rhodes, has expe- 
rienced that it may be returded be- 
yond the ufual time, fince in her 
fecond letter, dated the 24th of Au- 
guft, 1785, fhe informs you, that 
her filk worms eggs, in that year, 
Were not hatched until the fecond 
of June, and not even then, with- 
out being placed in the funfhine. 
Thave this feafon retarded it longer, 
Until the middle of June; when 
likewi'e it was effefted, by expoting 
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the eggs to the vivifying influence 
of that great fource of life and 
hght. There cannot then, I think, 
be the leaft doube that the eggs of 
filk worms may be hatched at al- 
moft any time. And I fhould re- 
commend it to every perfon who 
fhall hereafter engige in the bufi- 
nefs of breeding the.e worms, uns 
lefs it be for mere amufement, to 
take care that this effe‘t does not 
take place until the mulberry-tree 
is nearly in full leaf, 

*¢ There are three r.afons which 
appear co me of great weight for 
recommending the full foliation of 
the mulberry-tree, as the regulator, 
in this matter,. The firit is, that 
there may be a fuiticiete ftore of 
their natural food ready for the 
young worms, as {oon as they come 
forth from the eggs, which will 
preclude all neceflity for feeking 
after other food. <A fecoad is, that 
thefe worms being originally natives 
of a warm climate, may be fure to 
be brought.to life when the air is 
of a temperature congenial, and 
avrecable to them ; fince it is a gee 
neral obfervation among gardeners, 
that when the mulberry-tree begins 
to expand its foliage, it is a certain 
lign of the near approach of fine, 
warm, fettled weather. ‘A third 
reafon is, that the mulberry-trees 
may be permitted to put forth a 
good quantity of leaves before any 
of them are plucked, that fo they 
may not fuffer fo much in health 
from that operation, as they other- 
wife would do, and may be eqnal 
to the fupport of a much larger 
flock of infe&ls. For it is certain, 
that the leaves are as neceflary to 
the life of a vegetable, as the {kin 
or the lungs are to that of an ani- 
mal. If therefore moft of the 
young leaves are immediately crop- 
ped off, as foon as they are put 
torth, the confequence undoubtedly 
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will be, that the tree will bd fo 
weakened and retarded in putting 
wth its leaves, that it will not 
roduce near the quantity it would 
otherwife have done, and if this 
tfage be often repeated, will inevit- 
ably be dettroyed ‘To this att 
fnentioned circumflance I impute 
it, that the tender heart of your 
fair Shropfhire correfpondent fut- 
feted thofe: mortifying apprehen- 
fions which the has fo feclingly de- 
feribed in her firtt leiter of your 
lute publication ; and that fo con- 
fiderable a number as twelve large 
 mulberry-trees were fearcely ade- 
quate to the maintenance of ten 
thoufand worms. 

“Tf what Ll have aflertedsin the 
beginning of this letter be a fact, 
that no other vegetable can ever 
be fubilituted, with advantage, as 
the food of filk worms; it will 
follow, that before any attempt to 
breed them upon an extenfive plan 
ean fucceed, it is abfolutely necef- 
fary that the mulberry-trees fhould 
become much more numerous than 
they are at prefent. Of this the 
fociety, it fhould feem, have long 
been convinced ; fince they have, 
through a fuccetlion of years, prof- 
fered rewards for incr@iling their 
number; but hitherto, L believe 
without fuccels. 

‘© From the premiums No, 40, 
and 41, in the clafs of Agriculture, 
as they now fland in the latt vo- 
lume, l was led to apprehend, that 
the fociety had given up the matter 
in defpair ; and that thole premi- 
wins were intended to be difcon. 
tinued. I hope my apprehenotions 
will prove groundlets ; and to have 
been occalioned merely by typo- 
graphical error. 

“Tf ic would not fubject me to 
the imputation of impertinence or 
prefumption, I would recommend 
it to them to multiply their premi- 
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ums on this head, and to be parti. 
cularly liberal in their offers. 
I nee bot are three modes of rajf. 
ing mulberry-tre rty 
in directed by mart . wees gs 
y-men. The 
raifing them from layers, from 
feed, and from cuttings, The chief 
method now In practice for thofg 
few trees there is a demand tor, is 
by layers. But this 1s luppofed to 
be an infufficient mode, where great 
numbers are Wanting. And yer 
elin-trees, which are planted in 
fuch numbers in this country, are 
chiefly propagated by this method, 
The mode of raifing them from 
feed, 18 not only tedious but uncer 
tain; as the feed feldom ripens 
fufliciently in this climate, and the 
dependence on foreign feeds of any 
kind 13 extremely precarious, The 
late premiums of the fociety have 
refpected only the lat method, 
namely, that of railing them from 
cuttings: this would be doubtiefs, 
the moft advifeable method for waif 
ing a large number of trees in a 
fhort time, provided the cuttings of 
the mulberry-tree could be made 
to take root as readily as the cute 
tings of willow, poplar, and fome 
other trees. This however 1s not 
the cafe, for with the greatett care 
many of thefe cuttings will not 
grow, ublefs affifted by artificial 
heat. 

‘© T have taken notice, that when- 
ever the branches of a fig-tree have 
been fomictimes inclofed in the 
flareis, by which they are ufually 
tacked to the wall after pruning, 
abundance of budding roots are 
generally put forth. From hence 
i furmifed, that cuttings of any 
trees might probably be prepared 
for taking root more certainly and 
expeditioufly, by tying a thread of 
old woolen cloth or fuch like fub- 
ftance, pretty tight round every 
hoot ihat is intended for a Com 
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4¢foon in the furnmer as it has made 
any contiderable progrefs, at the 
ace where it iffued trom the lait 
ear’s bud; I tried this experiment 
t feafon, on fome cuttings of the 
arbor vitw, and the althawa, the 
cuttings of which fhrubs are known 
to take root in the common method 
with great difficulty. And though 
thefe did not fucceed agreeably to 
my fanguine expectations, yet I am 
very uowilling to think this experi- 
ment decifive. May not fome fub- 
flance be difcovered which would 
more powerfully folicit the incipient 
roots, than that which I have tried ? 
What would attract the moifture of 
the air, and at the fame time be 
void of cauiticity, or other corrod- 
ing or injurious quality, I fhould 
imagine would be mott likely to 
have this effect, if any fuch could 
be found, 

* Perhaps the following proffer 
(provided the fociety’s fund was 
equal to it, which trom the very 
numerous and refpectable lift of 
members I have no doubt of) might 
have very beneficial confequences 
in refpect to this object, the fpeedy 
iacreafe of mulberry-trees. To any 
perfon who in the year — fhall 
plant, or caufe to + planted in any 
one parifh, townfhip, or place, any 
number of mulberry-trees, not lefs 
than fifty, of the height of three 
fect or upwards in places well fe- 
cured, and not within the diitance 
of eighteen feet from each orher, 
the {um of five guincas; to the 
perfon who fhall fo plant, or caufe 
to be planted the greateft number, 
the gold medal in addition; to the 
fecond greateft number the filver 
medal in addition. Claims with 





Certificates to be fent in immediately 
after planting ; and other certificates 
to bg fent, that the plants are in a 
growing condition two years after- 


wards, when the claimants fhould 
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be entitled to the rewurds. And 
any perfon to have the liberty of 
claiming the pecuniary port of the 
aboye premium soties, until the foe 
ciety fhould think fit to difcontinue 
its 

** This, I fhould think, would 
ftimulate gardeners and nurfery- 
men, to raile great quantities of 
thefe trees to plant them out for 
people in gardens, otchards, &cs 
at a low price; or even, if they 
could not get purchafers, to plant 
them gratis. ‘The obtaining of 
mulberry-trees, I look upon as the 
firit and grand object. In the feare 
city of thefe, lics the great ftumbs 
“ling-block, and whenever this thall 
be effectually removed, I »m confia 
dent that the railing of filk in this 
country, will te no difficulr tatk, 

“¢ The fpecimen of filk, herewith 
fent, contains fix fmall fkeins, each 
of them the whole length of the 
web (cxcept the wafte filk firft taken 
off, and a very little lett furround- 
ing the aurelias) of a dozen worms 
reeled off together. The bit of pa- 
per rolled round a part of each fkeing 
was fet as a mark to find the extre- 
mities, and to prevent all entungle« 
ment. They are fent in this dea 
tached manner, that the fociety 
may, if they pleafe, fatisty theme 
{elves as to the length, by cauling 
an actual meafurement of each tkein 
or thread to be taken. Whether 
cither of them will equal the length 
of the fpinning, meafured by mifs 
Rhodes, | much doubt. The coc 
coons were recled off in hot water, 
wherein a little gum Senegal had 
been diflolved. 1 have resfon to 
think, that the young lady juft men- 
tioned, has been mifinformed ref- 
pecting the gum being the criterion 
whereby to judge of the gordnefs 
of filk; fince 1 have been affured 
by a very intelligent filk-throw fer, 
thas the gum, fo apparent in the 
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bales of filk imported from abroad, 
is not the natural production of the 
filk-worm, but chiefly the addition 
of art: and that the filk when re- 
ceived, is oftentimes fo highly ttif- 
fened, that the workmen are obliged 
to diicharge much of the gun, by 
diluting it in water, before they can 
reel the filk off from the fkein, or 
manufacture it any way whatever, 
J have tried the experiment of reel- 
ing off the coccoons in boiling wa- 
ter; it hasa good effect in ditfolv- 
ing the natural gluten, which caufes 
the web to part more freely ; but I 
was never fo fortunate as to find the 
lives of the infects preferved after 
pafling through this fevere ordeal, 
The mott troublefome office in the 
bufinefs of breeding filk worms, is 
the cleanfing them. ‘This in the 
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common mode, is a tedious and dif. 
agreeable tofk, as well as incommos 
dious, if not injurious, to the worms, 
Mifs Rhodes did not think this Ope. 
ration necellary oftener than once q 
week = It has appeared to me to be 
abfolurely neceflary to the health of 
the infects, when they are fyll 
grown, or nearly fo, that it fhould 
be performed at leaft once a day, | 
have the idea of a fimple apparatus 
whereby I imagine this obitacle will 
be totally removed, as well as fome 
other iuconvenicuces, which | mean 
to get realized before the next breede 
ing feafon. Should it pleate me fo 
well when reduced to practice, as it 
does at prefent in theory, I thalf 
take the liberty to fend you either a 
model or defeription of it,” 





Mifs GREENLAND*s OBSERVATIONS on the Ancient GRECIAN 
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[f rom the fame Work.J 


“ AK E an ounce of white wax, 

and the fame we ieht of yum 
maftick in lachryma, that is, as it 
comes trom the tree, which mutt 
be reduced to a coarte pow der. Put 
the wax ina glazed eaithen vefiel, 
over a very tlow fire, and when it 
is quite diflolved, ftrew in the maf- 
tick, a little at atime, ftirring the 
wax continually, until the whole 
quantity of gum is perfeétly melted 
aud incorporated; then throw the 
pafte into cold water, and when it 
is hard, take it out of the water, 
wipe it dry, and beat it in one of 
Mr, Wedywood’s mortars, obferv- 
ving to pound it at firft in a linen 
cloth to abforb fome drops of water 
that will remain in the pafte, and 
would prevent the poilibility of re- 


ducing it toa powder, which muft 
be fo fine as to pals through a thick 
gauze. Itfhould be pounded ina 
cold place and but a little while at 
a ume, as after long beating, the 
friction will in a degree foften the 
wax and gum, and inftead of their 
becoming a powder they will return 
to a pate. 

*¢ Make fome flrong gum arabick 
warer, and when you paint, takea 
little of the powder, fome colour, 
and mix them together with the 
gum-water. Light colours require 
but a fmall quantity of the powder, 
but more of it mutt be put in pro- 
portion to the body and darkneis of 
the colours; and to black, shere 
fould be almoft as much of the 
powder as coleur. 
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4 Having mixcd the colours, and 
no more than can be ufed before they 

row dry, paint with fair water, as 
18 practifed in painting with water 
colours, a ground on the wood be- 
ing firit painted of fome proper co- 
lour prepared in che fame manner as 
is detcribed for the picture; walnut- 
tree, and oak are the fortis of wood 
commonly made ufe of in Italy for 
this purpofe. ‘The painting thould 
be very highly finifhed, otherwife, 
when varnilcd, the tints will not 
appear united, 

“* When the painting is quite dry, 
with rather a hard bruth, pafling ic 
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one way, varnith it with white wax, 
which is put into an earthen veflel, 
and kept melted over a flow fire till 
the picture is varnifhed, taking great 
care the wax docs not boil. Aftere 
wards hold the picture before a fire, 
near enough to mele the wax, but 
not make it run; and when the var. 
nifh ts entirely cold and hard, rub 
it geutly with a linen cloth, Should 
the varnith blifter, warm the pic. 
ture again very flowly, and the bub. 
bles will fubfide. 

‘When the picture is dirty, it 
need only be wafhed with cold wae 
ter.” 





JUDICRE. 


{From the Third Volume of the Oxserver,] 


“ T)Rejudice is fo wide a word, 

that if we would have our- 
felves underfteod, we muft always 
ufe fome auxiliary term with at to 
define our meaning : thus when we 
fpeak of national prejudices, preju- 
dices of education, or religious pre- 
jadices, by compounding our ex- 
preflion we convey ideas very differ- 
ent from each other. 

*« National prejudice is by fome 
called a virtue, bue the virtue of it 
contifts only in the proper applica’ 
tn and medecrate degree of it. It 
mutt be confefled a happy attach- 
ment, which ean reconcile the Lap- 
lander to’ his freezing fnows, and 
the African to his fcorching funy 
There are fome portions of the globe 
fo partially endowed by Providence: 
with climate and productions, that 
Were it wot for this prejudice. to the 
natale folum, the greater part of the 
habitable world would be a feene of 
envy and repinings National pre- 





diletion is in this fenfe a bleffing, 
and perhaps a virtue ; bur if it ope 
rates otherwife than in the bef fenfe 
of its definition, it perverts the 
judgment, and in fome cafes vitiates: 
the heart. Jt is an old faying, that 
** Charity begins at home,” but this 
is no reafon it thou!d not go abroad ; 
aman fhould live with the world ag 
« citizen of the world ; he may have 
w preference for the particular quars 
ter, or fquare, or even alley in which 
he lives, but he fhould have a gene- 
rous fecling for the welfare of the, 
whole; and if in his rambles through 
this great city (the world) he may 
chance upon a man of a different 
habit, language or complexion from 
his own, ftill he is a fellow-citizen, 
a fhort fojourner in common with, 
himfelf, fubject to, the fame wants, 
infirmities and neceffities, and one 
that has a brother’s claim upon him; 
for his charity, candour and relief.) 
It were to be wifhed no traveller 
M 3 would 
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would leave his own country yith- 
our thele impreffions, and ic would 
be fiili better if all who live in it 
would adopt them ; but as an Ob- 
ferver of mankind (let me {peak it to 
the honour of my countrymen) I 
have very little to reproach them 
with on this account; it would be 
hard if a nation, more addiéted to 
travel than any other in Europe, 
had not robbed off this rutt of the 
foul in their excurfions and colli- 
fions ; it would be ‘an indelible re- 
proach, if a people, fo bleft at home, 
Were not benevolent abroad. Our 
ingenious neighbours the French 
are lefs agreeable guetts than holts ; 
J am atraid their national prejudices 
reach a little beyond candour in mokt 
cates, and they sare too apt to ine 
dulge a vanity, which, dors not be- 
come fo enlightened a nation, by 
fhutting thely sexes again every 
hieht except they awn; but Ildoa 
wolénee to my teelings, when | ex- 
prefs myfelf untavourably of a peo- 
pie, with whom we bare long been 
Imp tcuted wy the mott honourable 
of all Condectinms, the mutual pure 
fsuts) at literary'tame, and a glorious 
eshitlacion in arts and feiences, 


: /¢* Prejudices df education are lefs 


dangerous.than religious prejudices, 
leis commen than national ones, 
gad mort roufable than any ; in 
general they are little lefs than ridie 
calous habus, which cannot obtain 
much in a country where publie 
education prevails,/ and fuch as a 
commerce with the world can hardly 


fai to cure : they are characteriftie, 


feraglio princes; ‘the: property of 
fequetlered:beings, who live in celi- 
bacy’and: vetirement, contracted in 
cinidbead and confirmed by age: a 


man, who has paffed: his life on thipe. 
bismrly will pact the len&th of his: 


uarter-deck: on the terrace before 
}iis houfe, were it a mile in length. 
* Thefle are harmlefs pecullare 
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ities, but it is obvious to experience 
that prejudices of a very evil nature 
may he contracted by habits of edus 
cation ; and the very defeétive flate 
of the police, which is fuffered yet 
to go on without reform in and about 
our capital, furniflies too many ex. 
amples of our fatal  inartention 
to the morals of our infant poor 
among ft the many wretched culprits 
who fuffer death by the law, how 
many are there, who, when ftand. 
ing at the bar to receive fentence of 
execution, might urge this plea in 
extenuation ot their guilt! 

‘¢'This action which you are pleaf 
ed to term criminal, [ have been 
taught to confider as meritorious; 
the arts of traud and thieving, by 
which I gained my living, are arts 
initilled into me by my parents, hae 
bits wherein I was educated from 
my Infancy, a trade to which J was 
regularly bred; if thefe are things 
not to-be allowed of, anda violation 
of the laws, it behoved the laws to 
prevent them, rather than to punihh 
then; for | cannot fee the equity 
of putting me to death for actions, 
which, if your police had taken any 
charge of me in my infancy, I ne» 
ver had committed. If you would 
fecure yourlclves ‘from receiving 
wrong, you fhould teach us not to 
do wrong ; and this might eafily be 
effected, if you had any eye upoa 
your parith poor,, For my part, ! 
was born and bred in the parifh of 
Saint Giles; my parents kept a fhop 
for the retail of gin, and old rags; 
chriftening I had none ; a church I 
never entered, and no, parith officer 
ever vifited, our habitation: if he 
had done fo, he would have found 
a feminary of thieves and pick- 
pockets, .a magazine of ftolen goodsy 
a houfe of call where nightly depres 
dators met together to compare a¢- 
counts, and make merry over their 


inder : (f thefe and 
plunder: among the 

















thefé I was educated ; I obeyed them 
a my mafters, and I looked up to 
thém as my examples: I believed 
them to be great men 5 I heard them 
recount their actions with glory; | 
{aw them die like heroes, and I at- 
tended their executions with triumph, 
It is now my turn to fuffer, and I 
hope I fhall not prove myfelf un- 
worthy of the calling in which I 
have been brought up: if there be 
any fault in my cohdutt. the faule 
is yours; for, being the child of 

verty, [ was the fon of the pub- 
lic: it there be any honour, it is 
my own; for I have acted up to 
my inftructions in all things, and 
faithfully fulfilled che purpofes of 
my education, 

* T cannot excufe myfelf from 
touching upon one more preju. 
dice, which may be called natu- 
ral, or felt-prejudice: under cor. 
rection of the Dampers 1 hope I 
may be allowed to fay, that a certain 

rtion of this is a good quickener 
in all conftitutions ; being feafonably 
applied, it acts like the {pur in the 
wing of the oftrich, and keeps in- 
duftry awake: being of the nature 
of all volatiles and provocatives, the 
merit of it confifts in the moderation 
and diferetion which adminifter it; 
if aman rightly knows himfelf, he 
may be called wife; if he jufily 
confides in himfelf he may be ac- 
counted happy; but if he keeps 
both this knoy ledye and this contir 
dence to himfelf, he will neither be 
lefs wife nor lefs happy for fo doing ; 
if there are any decrets, which a 
man ought to keep from his nearett 
friends, this is one of them. If 
there were no better reafon why a 
man fhonld not vaunt. himfeli, but 
becaufe it is robbing the poor moun- 
tebanks of their livelihood, methinks 
it would be reafon cnough ; if, he 
mult think aloud upon fuch occas 
fons, let him lock himfelf into his 
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clofet, and take it out in foliloquy * 
it he likes the found of his own ° 
praifes there, and can reconcile him, 
felt to the belief of thém, it will 
then be time enough to try their 
effect upon orher people. 

“ Ventidius is the modeftett of 
all men; he blufhies when he fees 
himfelf applauded in the public pas 
pers; he has a better reafon tor 
bluthing than the world is aware 0: ; 
he knows himfelf to be the author 
of what he reads, 

‘“« Ic feems a matter pretry gene- 
rally agreed between all teliers and 
hearers. of itories, that one parly 
fall work by the ruce of addition, 
and the other by that of tubtraction ; 
in moft.narratives, where the relatet 
is a party mm the feene, Lhave ree 
marked that the dain has a decided 

+ 


advantage in a dialogue over the 


fayshe; few peapie take an unders 


part in their own, fable, ‘There isa 
falvo, however which fome gentlemen 
make ule (hut 1 cannot, recommend 
it) of hooking in a word ta ther 
own advantage, with the preface of 
J think I may fay without amily = 
and alter all, it it wag nde for sh 
vanity of it, there would be no ate 
to fay it all, Aealtiealtest. lal 
+] knew;a gentlergin who pof- 
fefled more real accomplifhments, 
than.tg'l to one man’s lot in a thous 
fand;, he was. an excellent painter, 
a fine mufician, a good fcholar, and 
more than alla very worthy man— 
bur.he cauld not ride; it fo hap» 
yened, that upon a ynorning’s aire 
ing 1 detected him in the attempt oF 
mounting on the back of alittle ger 
ny, .no taller than his whip, and as 
quiet as.a"lamb : two flout fellow 
held the animal by the head, whil 
my friend was performing a vanety 
of very ingenjouls mangurres for 


lodging bimfelf upon the faddle b 

the aid of a ftirrup,, which nearly 

touched the grouhd ;. I am afraid, [ 
Jl 4 


(milieg 
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{miled when I ought pot fo to have 
done, for it is certain it gave offence 
to my worthy ftiend, who foon af- 
ter joined me’on his pony, which 
he affared me was remarkably viti- 
ous, particularly at mounting ; but 
that he had been giving him fome 
proper difcipline, which he doubr- 


ed not would cure him of his evil 
tricks ;” for you may think hes 
you pleafe,” adds the, « o ae 
painting, or my Mufic, or any = 
ther little talent you are pleafed to 
credit me for; the only art, which 
1 réally pique myfelf upon—is the 
arr of riding.” 
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PASQUIN’s Comparifon of ANCIENT with MODERN TIMES. 


[Prom the Firft Volume of the Louncer.] 


$6 HERE are a fet of cynical 
old men, who are perpe- 

tually dinning our ears with the 
praifes of times patt, who are fond 
of drawing comparilons between 
the ancients and moderns, much to 
the difparagement of the latter, and 
who take a mifanthropic deliehe in 
reprefenting mankind as degenerat- 
ing from age to age, both in‘met- 
tal and corporeal endowments. 
With thefe ‘people; all fcience is 
held to be upon the decline ; arts 
are retrograde; the greater virtues 
abfolutely annihilated ; and morae 
Vity itfelf tending fait to utter ex- 
tmn@ion. ’ E¥en’ the human. ficure 
is dwindling away in ftature, and 
diminifhing tn flrength; the ‘cli- 
mates arecaltered, the feafons be- 
come yearly more inclement ; the 
earth is lofing its fertility, and the 
fun as heat.’ Now, fir, a'though 
I am difpofed to admit that here 
is fume toundation for’ thefe com- 
plaints in a very few particulars, 
and will, for inttance, readily al- 
low, that the mulic of the moderns 
is not quite fo powerftl in‘ its ef- 
feds as that of O:pheus; that Au- 
guftus king of Poland, though ‘he 
could bend a horfe-flioe, could not 
have pitched a bar with Hercules; 
‘that fwans have lott the faculty of 
finging ; and that, even in the pe- 


riod of my own remembrance, there 
is a great decay in the art of mak- 
ing plumeakes ind penny-pyes; 
yet Pthink it might ‘be ‘eafily prov- 
ed, that in other refpeéts the pies 
ture is a ve ry falfe on *; and J 
am thoroughly convinced, that up. 
on an imparual eflimare of the 
merits of the ancient and modern 
world, the feale of the latter'would 
very greatly preponderate. , 

*¢ 7] do not intend at prefent ta 
enter into a complete difcuffion of 
this important fubject, but thal 
content myfelf with’ advancing a 
very few ‘argumens ‘in refutation 
of the opinion of thofe old gramb- 
lers I rave mentioned : and {think 
it will be no difficult matter ta 
fhew, that the fault lies entirely 
in their own fplenetic and peevith 
humours; and that the world, fo 
far from growing worfe, is In re: 
ality much better now than in ane 
cient times. “You will excule my 
negleé of methodical arrangement; 
for as this is a picture conlifting of 
many detached groups, .it does not 
fignify at which end we begin. 

s¢ Ihave been often much amazed 
at hearing it ferioufly maintained, 
that mankind are more vicious and 
abandoned in modern times, than 
they were in the days of antiquity. 
The moderns, no daubt, have 
made 
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made many potable difcoverics in 
the arts and {cicnces ; but I do not 
find chat murder, robbery, perjury, 
adultery, &c. are among the num- 
her. li is true, that as there isa 
fafion in all human affairs, which 
giters with the times, its influence 
may be oblerved ip crimes, as well 
ds in every thing elfe.: but here 
the advantage, 1 wall. be bold to 
fay, lies entirely on the fide of 
the moderns. Long ago, in com- 
mitting crimes, they had a barba- 
rous and brutal method of going 
direcily to the point. If a man 
had an il-wilj at his netvhbour, be 
knocked him on the head the firtt 
time he met him, or perhaps fef 
fire to his houfe, and made a holo 
cauft, of him, his wife, and chil- 
dien. But now the mode dis al- 
tered much tor the bettere . We 
fee none of thofe wild beaks in 
fociety. An enemy now wears the 
countenance of a fen s he fhews: 
you all the politengis ii, the world 
to your fage, and only, suins your 
fepu:ation behind yaur back: he, 
lends you njonev, at you are much 
in nécd of it, and only throws you 
into jail whea you are flarving out 
of it; he Would be rhe. laft.man in 
the world to revenge himfelt on 
you by fhooting or fiabbing ; but 
u through his means you grow fo 
dred of life as to cut your own 
throat, to be fure it 1s. no fault of 
his, | ; aaa pay” 
“In cafe, however, it fhould be. 
necetlary, tor him tg be your ex- 
ccuuoner, which often happens 
where the injury is of a very atror 
cious nature; fuch as, if you 
fhoui\ by chance joftle a gemtle- 
Manin A fireet, fpit “by accident 


4n his fhoe, or, difturb him: in a 
private converfation with, your 
wife; he gives you warning, 19 
the politedt manner, if his inten- 
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tigns ; fays, he. believes you to be 
ln every reipecta man of honour; 
and only requetis you, by. a civil 
card to come and be fhot through 
the head. 

“¢ ‘The ancients, it muft be own. 
ed, were rcimarkably. inferior. to 
the moderns, both in good taite 
and in good manners. That refine- 
ment of tatie which munifefls irfelf 
by a polite contempt of all home- 
productions, and a generous admii- 
ration, of every, thing that is fo- 
riegn, feems indeed to, be a quali. 
fication” pecuiiar to the moderns, 
A, well-educated Briuth gentleman, 
it. nay be truly faid, is of no coun. 
try whatever... He unites in hime 
felf. the. characteriflics of all diffe- 
rent nations: jhe talks and drefles 
French, and fings Italian: he ti- 
vals the. Spaniard in indolence, and 
the German in drinking: his houfe, 
is Grecian, bis ofices Gothic, and 
his, furniwure Chinefe. hie pre- 
feryes the dame jmpaptiality in his 
religion; and, finding no folid 
reafons for preterring Confulius to, 
Brama, or Mahomctanifm to Chrife 
unity, he has forall their docs 
trings)an equal iifulgenge, 4 
-* Rut how different. from this 
the character of the,.Greeks and 
Romans! Servilely attached to, 
theic own manoers aod cuttoms, 
thev treated foreign rs, with cane 
tempt. What, in. effe¢t, could be, 
expected of them, who. were fuch. 
barbarions, themielves, as to ftige, 
matife al! other nations by that op- 
probrious epithet f | 

“4 There is no, virtue for;which 
the ancients haye got greater cree 
dit than for their patriotifm ; x8 
on examination, it will appear, thi 
their merits. in this article have 
heen very, much exaggerated. At 
ig true. that we find among them 
fame itriking inflancea of this wr-, 

, tue 











sy Pasavin”’ Comparifon of Awciry’t with Monty Times, 


fie in indivittials; but it never 
wis diffufed,’ as with us, among 
che great body of the people. The 

nrters’ and hackney coachmen at 
Rome and Athens were’ -deplor 
ably ignorant of the affurs of 
flare, "There were no clubs in 
thofé capitals ‘for conititutional re- 
formation; Carpenters and brick- 
lavers reformed the boroughs only 
by the axe and hammer ; thoemak- 
ers and taylors were dextrous _¢ 
ridtich at the awk and the needle,’ 
rt could Adt’ mehd the govera:' 
ment, re? 
« “ Pethaps even ‘the patrotifm 
of individutils anjong the Ancietits' 
HAS gol more thay its due thare oF 
praife ;and upén'a fait eftimate it’ 
thieht be found; that the sioderns’ 
gould profuce equal, if nor ' fiipe- 
rior exainples of the fame heroic 
Virtue, What is there, for ing. 
fiance, fo remarkable in the boalt- 
ed example of Themiftotles and’ 
Ariffides ? They were bitrer ene’ 
mies, but forget their. quarrels 
When their country was in dan- 
ger, and joined their interefts to 
prevent its falling a prey to the 
Perfians : foour modern flatefmeny 
Who the one day d:clare the mot 
rooted abhorrence and deteftation’ 
ofeach other, both in their public 
amd private characters, the next 
day diake hands for the good of 
their country, agree in every mea- 
fire, and pYofefs for each othér 
the moft fincere efteem and venera- 
flor, Decius, it js true, devoted 
himfeif for his. country, and, by: 
fierificihg his own life, won a 


So victory over the enemizs of’ 


omé: but our commanders go 
much farther: for they devote 
Whole armies from a pure fpirit of, 
patriotifn. In fhort, it may’ be. 
confidently afferted, that all thofe 
bright examples’ we read of in an-~ 


cient ftory, may find their paralfetg 
itt a modern new{paper. 

“ And: now, tir, that I haye 
mentioned a newfpaper, allow me 
rt obierve, that thofe brief chro. 
nicles of the times afford every day 
numbertets ‘proofs of the fuperio- 
rity of the moderiis to the ancients, 


in many of the moft ufeful arts and 


feiences. In that mott noble of Al 
arts, the art of healing, fo orexr 
is the perfection to’ which the mo- 
derns have attained, that one of 
your predeceflors has very juill 

expreffed his aftonifhment at reall. 
ing th the bills of mortality the 
great number of people who chufe 


to di¢ of fuch sind fuch dittempers,. 


for every one of Which there are 
infallible and fpecitit cures To be’ 
fure, there is no helping the folly 
of. fome people, who will petfitt in 
refufing a cure till they are in a 
manner fu articulo mortis, (in the 
laft agony) ; but it i3 to be hoped’ 
We'fliall hear, no imore of fuch de- 
terthined (fuicilt, when we read, 
that fome' of thofe modern’ Efcula- 
piufes chufe only fuch patients as 
dre precifely in the fitdation of in- 
curables, to be the fubjects of their 
prattice. One of thoft, excellent 
phyficians profeffes, in his adver- 
tifements, that he wifhes none (his 
words are’ ftrongly exclufive) 1 
apply to ‘him, but fuch as have 
been’ deemed incurable, or made 
fuch by the faculty ; thereby en- 
couraging the difeafed of all kinds 
firft to take every poflible meaus to 
render themfelves incurable, that 
they may thus be qualified’ tor be- 
ihg perfectly cured by him. | 

U Somewhat analogous to the 
fciénce of medicine, is the art of 
repairing the human figure. And 
hére, fir, the pre-eminence of tho 
moderns is equally diltinguifhed. 
Ti this most uieful art, the skill “of 


the 
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fhe ancients went no farther than 
to give a little exterior embeilifh- 
ment ro the countenance. They 
knew nothing of that creative pow. 
er which extends to the making of 
fimbs and organs as weil as fea- 
tures. ‘The parchment-calves, the 
cork-rump, and boliter’d = fpring 
boddice; the making of glafs eyes, 
and the tran{plantation ot teeth, are 
all inventions abfolutely modern. 
And fince we know for certain, that 
mechani!m is now fo perfected, that 
a wooden man’‘can be made to per- 
form a folo on the violin, play a 
game at chefs, walk, and even ut- 
ter articulate founds ; I fee no rea- 
fon to doubt, that in procefs of 
time we may have artificial men 
currently walking the itrects, per 
forming all the functions of life 
and diicharging their duty in fo- 
ciety jult as well and more peace- 
ably than the real ones. When 
the art of making automatons has 
attained to this perfection, which’ 
we may reafonably hope will hap- 
pen in a very few years, we may con- 
gratulare ourfelf on the very great 
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political benefits which muft atife 
trom this admirable invention, As 
there is no doubt that the merits 
of this clafs of men will entitle 
them tothe higheft promotions, it 
Is then we may expec every de 
oe of the flate to be fupplied 
y a fet of upright und inflexible 
mugiftrates; the great machine of 
government will be moft ably cone 
ducted: judges will adminitter jui- 
fice with the moft rigid impartiae 
lity; and (what is the great defide« 
ratum of the prefent age) a wooden 
king may fit at the helm of affairs, 
who will fupport the dignity of the 
crown with no expérice’ to the na- 
tion, and relieve thein' at the fare 
time of all their Adxious. fears’ a- 
bout the extention of his prerogas 
tive. : 
© T ‘could eafily, ‘fir, draw out 
this eflimate to a much greater 
length ; but believing I have al- 
ready faid enously to produce a 
thorough: conviétion of the trutli 
of my propofition, I fubferibe my- 
felf with great refpest, yoursy &c.”* 
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[From the Second Volume of the fame Work. ] 


es T the age of thirty-five I 

fucceeded, by the death of 
a near relation, to a confiderable 
Jand-eftate, Upon this event I re- 
folved to fix my refidence at the 
tamily manfion-houfe. I was. very 
little acquainted with that part of 
the country where it was fituated 
but I was told it was an uncom- 
monly good neighbourhood; and 
that I fhould be particularly fortu- 
nate in having it in my power to 
grjoy an excellent fociety. 1 found 


a.tolerable library of old books, ta’ 
which I added a pretty extenfive 
collection. of modern ones: from 
the perufal of them, from the at-’ 
tention which I propofed to give 
to the culture of a part of my ef- 
tate which | meant to farm my felf, 
and from the enjoyment which I 
expected to reap from the company 
and converfation of my good neigh- 
bours, I was in hopes that my life 
would flide on ina very agreeable 


manner, : 
¢* Being 
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‘+ Bring «naturally of an caly 
temper, and defirous of being on 
good terms with every one around 
me, as foon as I cane to fix my 
abode, I made it a principal, object 
to get acquainted with my neigh- 
bours, and to cftablifh a familiar, in 
tercourfe bewween us, Our .tirtt 
wilits were: rather formal and dif- 
tant; bur this gradually wore off, 
and our correfpondence betame tre- 
quent and repeated, Their invi- 
tations to me Were Numerous ;. and 
A did mot fail to-ak them in return, 
J endeavoured to make my welcome 
as warm as theirs, and to. treat 
them with the fame marks of hofpi- 
tality whch | received, 

But, fir, I now find that what 
I expected would have been one of 
the bleilings of my fituation, bas 
become One of its gredtelt misfor- 
tunes. My, neighbours having 
once found the way to my houle, 
are now fcarce ever out of it. 
When they are idle in the morn- 
ings, which is almoft always the 
cate, they diredl their ride or their 
walk my way, and pay a friendly 
vilit to their neiyhbour Dalton, I 
am by this means toterrupted in 
my atiention to my farm, and have 
not tine k(t te give the yeceilary 
orders. If is in Vain to think ‘of 
making ufe of my library: when 
I fic down to-fead, I am ditturbed 
belore | get the length of a few 
ayes, and am obliged to break off 
in the mulit of an inereiting ftory,’ 
or an initrutivé piece of yeafuning. 
[cannot deny myfelf, or order my 
fervants to tell | am not at home,’ 
This: is Oné Of Your privileges in 
town; but, in the country, if one’s 
horfes are in thé flable, or one’s 
chaife in the caach-houle, one is 
of neceifity bound tw receive alPin-- 
truders. Io this manner Are my 
mornings conftantly loft, and f am 


~ 
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not allowed to have a fingle half, 
hour to my/clf, 

s This, however, is one of the 
fliyitett of ny dritrefles ; the morn. 
ing intrulions are nothing to the 
more furmal vilitations ot the af. 
ter noons. tal ‘ly a day pales 
without my being obliged to have 
a great dinner for ther ception of 
my neighbours ; and when they 
are Not With me, good neighbour. 
hood, I am told, requires I thould 
be with them, and yive then my 
yilitations in revurn. Even of the 
very beit comp DY, Where the bett 
converfation takes place, A man is 
apt, at leatt [T have felt this in my. 
felf, fometimes to tire, and to wilh 
for the indulgence of that liftledfe 
nefs, that fort of dreaming indo- 
lence, which you, lir, are {> well 
acquainted with, and which ‘can’ 
Only be had alone, But to be 
conftantly expofed to be in a crowd, 
a crowd felected from no other cir- 
cumftance than from their refiding 
within, ten miles of you s~—the 
keeper of an inn is not, in point of 
company, in a worfe lituation ! 

‘¢ But the merely being obliged 
to fpend my mornings in the way 
I have deferibed, and my after. 
noons in a conftanct crowd of pros 
mifcuous company, is not the only 
evil I have to complain of, The 
manver in which I am obliyed to 
fpend it in that comvany, is ttl 
more difaurveable. Hofpitalicy im 
this! part of the country dogs Yot 
comilt folely in« keeping an open 
houfe, and receivims ail your neigh- 
bours for many: miles round ; but 
one muit fill them drunk, and get 
drunk with them one’s felf, THav- 
ing no fund of converfation with 
which they-can entertain their land- 
lord or each other, they are obliged 
to have recourferto their glafs)to 


make up for every other want, and 
deti- 
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deficiency of matrer is fupplied by 
repeated bumpers. It is a favourite 
maxim here, that converfation fpoils 
ood company; and this maxim 
13 molt invariably followed in prace 
tice, unlefs noife and vociferstion, 
after the {wallowing of more than 
one bottle, can be called converfa- 
tion. Without injuftice it may be 
fiid of mott of my neighbours, 
that when fober they are filent, and 
when not fober, it wore better they 
remained filent. I have frequently 
made efforts to check the riot and 
intemperance of my guetts, and to 
with-hold the bottle from them, 
when I have thought they have 
drunk fully as much as was good 
for them; but I have always tound 
myfelf unable to do it. 1 thould 
hate to be called a ftingy fellow ; 
and I know, if I were to ettablitfh 
fobricty, | fhuld be called flingy. 
W or I cannot keep my guetts fo- 
ber, I fometimes try to clcape the 
glafs s, and to be fober mytelf; but, 
when I do this, I fiad fome of them 
look upon me with an evil eye, as 
it | meant to be a ipy upon the 
unguarded moments of my Jy its; 
others laugh at me for giving my- 
felt airs, as they call it; and Cun- 
not bear to be laughed ar, 

*¢ But riot and drunkennefs are 
not ail the ills L have to fubmit to. 
Atter we have drunk oceans ot 
liquor, cards are commonly pro- 
poled ; and gras mbling and drunk- 
eanels, th up very unfit com pa- 
nions, are ] red tog there We do 
hot play Son avery deep flake, burt 
fill we play for fumething confider- 
able. IL co not like ° lofe, and 
yl itis equal y difagrceable to win. 

am commonly pretty lucky; and, 
in a run of luck, often fuffer a 
good deal in gaining their guineas 
from people who | know well can- 
het atlord to lofe them. It is a 


morufying fpectacle, to fee thofe 
who aie trequently togéther, and 
feem to be the greate itiriends wheh 
the bottle is going round, after 
they have drunk as much as they 
can hold, fit down to pilfer one an= 
other of fums which they cannot 
eufily pay, and which, in their fo- 
ber moments, they will feel the dif- 
trefs of paying. 

‘* Sometimes, to avoid play, I 
countcrteit fleepinefs, and efcape 
to bed. Bat this does not break up 
the party ;—they are only left more 
at their liberty ; and the morning 
is far ulvonced before matters are 
brought to a conclufion, The e- 

vil conte quences of this to my do- 
meflic economy are obvious. My 
family is difturbed with noife dur- 
ing the whole night, and my fer- 
vants are prevented from going to 
bed. My houtle 1s thus rendered a 
{cence of contulion, and every houfe- 
hold-concern is neglected. I with 
to vet up by tines in the morning. 
and to have break fait at an early 
hour: bue this cannot be accom. 
pli el; for when | ring for John 
to bring up the tea-kettle, [ am 
told he has not been above an hour 
in bed. 

‘ The col iption of the higher 
orders of the fami! yl find is fpre sad- 
ing among the lower. Going into 
the ‘ery: ints hall one night ata late 
hour, when | had et (caped from the 
gainbling party in the drawing 
room, I found the whole fervants 
engaged at brag. I could hardly 
be angry at them; they were only 
doing on a finaller fcale what was 
doing on a larger above fairs; and 
being forced to fit up all night, 
they were obliged to fill up their 
tiine with fomething. 

©] have thus, fir, laid before 
you fome of he diftreffes of my 
fituation, all of which feem to 
pio 
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ed from my having a good 
neighbourhood. I have frequently 
refolved to exert my(elt mantully to 
put a ftop to thele grievances, to 
quarrel with all my neighbours, and 
to tell them, that for the future I 
am to leck up my doors, and nei- 
aher to give nor receive their vifits. 
But my refolution has hitherto fail- 
ed me. One of the comforts I ex- 
pected to have received from liv- 
ing in the country, was, that [ 
might live undifturbed; that the 
ealinefs of my temper fhould not be 
broke in upon; and that I fthould 
have no eccalion tor vigorous ex- 
ertion. Detlirous of being on a 
goo! footing with every body, and 
unable to bear either the cenfure or 
the derifion of others, I have not 
been able, nor do I believe I ever 
fhall be abie, to fummon up as 
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much refolution as to expofe myfelf 
to the fcorn or to the hatred of 
thofe around me. ’ 

** In this fituation it has occurred 
to me, that if you think proper to 
publith this letter, it may poflibly 
without my taking any fringes 
meafure, have a good ‘effect: jt 
may perhaps afford a hint to my 
neighbours, which may relieve me 
in tome meafure, without any lee 
ther ftir of mine. But if this fhall 
not happen, and it my grievances 
fliall fill continue, I find J hall 
be obliged, however unwillingly, to 
give up my habitation in the coun. 
try, and to take a houfe in town, 
in order that 1 may fometimes en- 
joy the pleafures of folitude and ree 
tirement, and efcape the evils ef a 


good neighbourhood, | am, &ec.” 
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{From the fame Work. } 


“¢ HEN I was, laf autumn 
at my friend colonel 


Cauitic’s in the country, I faw, 
there, ona vitit to mifs Cauflic, a 
young gentleman and his fiffer, 
children of a neighbour of the co- 
lonel’s, with whoie appearance and 
manner I was peculiarly pleafed.— 
“The hittory of their parents,” 
faid my friend, ‘* is fomewhat par- 
ticular, and L love to tell it, as I 
do every thing that is to the ho- 
nour of our nature. Man is fo 
poor a thing taken in the grofs, 
that when I meer with an inftance 
of noblenefs in detail, Iam fain to 
reit upon it long, and recall it of- 
ten; as, 10 coming hither over our 
barren hills, you would look wish 


double delight on a fpot of cultie 
vation or of beauty. 

“The father of thofe young 
folks, whofe looks you were ftruck 
with, was a gentleman of confider- 
able domains and extentive influ. 
ence on the northern fronticr of our 
county. In his youth he lived, 
as it was then more the fafhion 
than it is now, at the feat of his 
ancettors, furrounded with Gothic 
grandeur, and compafied with feu- 
dal followers and dependents, all of 
whom could trace their connection, 
at a period more or lefs remote, 
with the family of their chiet. 
Every domettic in his houle bore 
the tamily-name, and looked on 


himfelf as jn a certain degree par 
paking 
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king. its dignity, and flaring ig 
erst. Of theie, one was in a 
articular manner the favourite. of 
ee mafter, Albert Bane (the fir- 
pame, you know, is generally lott 
ina name deferiptive of the indi- 
vidual) had been his companion 
from his infancy. Of an age fo 
much more advanced as to enable 
him to be a fort of tutor to his 
youthful lord, Albert had early 
taught him the rural exercifes and 
rural amufements, in which himfelf 
was eminently fkilful; he had at- 
tended him in the courle of his 
education at. home, of his travels 
abroad, and was {lill the conitant 
companion of his excurfions, and 
the aflociate of his fports. 

“On one of thofe latter occa- 
fions, a favourite dog of Albert’s, 
whom he had trained himfelf, and 
of whofe qualitics he was proud, 
happened to mar the fport which 
his matter expected, who, irritated 
at the difappointment, and having 
his gun ready cocked in his hand, 
fired at the animal, which, how- 
ever, in the hurry of his refent- 
ment, he miffed. Albert, to whom 
Ofcar was as a child, remonitrated 
gainft the raflinefs of the deed, in a 
manner rather too warm for his 
matter, rufficd as he was with the 
accident, and confcious of being in 
the wrong, to bear. In his paf- 
fion he ttruck his faithful attend- 
ant; who fuffered the indignity in 


filence, and retiring, rather in grief 


than in anger, lett his native coun- 
try that very night; and when he 
reached the nearelt town, enlitted 
with a recruiting party of a regi- 
ment then on foreiga fervice. It 
Was in the beginning of the war 
with France which broke out in 
1744, rendered remarkable for the 
rebellion which the policy of the 
French court excited, in which fome 
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of the fir families of the High. 
lands were unfortunately engaged. 
Among thofe who joined the tland- 
ard of Charles, was the matter of 
Albert. i 

*¢ After the batt'e of Culloden, 
fo fatal to that party, this gent 
man, along with others who ti 
cfeaped the flaughter of the field, 
flieltered themfelves from the rage 
of the unfparing foldiery, among 
the dittant recefies of their country. 
To him his native mountains of- 
tered an alylum, and thither he nae 
turally fled for protection, Ace 
quainted, in the purtuits of the 
chafe, with every fecret path and 
unworn track, he lived for a con- 
fiderable time, like the deer of hia 
foreft, clofe hid all day, and onl 
venturing down at the fail of even- 
ing, to obtain from fome of his 
cottagers, whofe fidelity he could 
truft, a fcanty and precarious {ups 
port, Ihave often heard him, tor 
he is one of my oldeft acquaint. 
ances, deferibe the fcene of his hide 
ing-place, at a later period, when 
he could recollect it an its fublim- 
ity, without its horror.”—* Ae 
tiumes,”’ faid he, ** when I ventured 
to the edge of the wood, among 
fome of thofe inacceilible crags 
which you remember a few miles 
from my houfe, | have beard ia 
the paufes of the breeze which roll- 
ed folemn through the pines be- 
neath me, the ditlant voices ot the 
foldicrs, fhouting in anfwer to one 
another amid their inhuman fearch. 
I have heerd their fhots re-echoed 
from cliff to cliff. avd icen reflected 
from the deep ftill lake below, the 
gleam of thofe fires which confuimed 
the cottages of my people. Some 
times fhame and indignation weil 
nigh overcame my fear, and [ have 
prepared to ruth down the ficep, 
unarmed as I was, and to die at 
once 
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once by the fwards of my enemies ; 
but the initingtive love of life pre- 
vailed, and tlarting as the roe bound- 
ed by me, I havevagain flirank back 
tothe thelter I had left.” 

« One day,” cotrinued he, ‘the 
poife was nearer than ufual; and at 
Jaft, from the cave in which | lay, 
] heard the parties tmmeciately be- 
low fo clofe upon me, that 1 could 
diftinguifh the words they fpoke. 
After fome time of hortible ful: 
penie, the voices grew weaker and 
more dittant; and at laft | heurd 
them die away at the further end 
ef the wood. I rofe and ttole to 
the mouth of the cave ; when fud- 
denly a dug met me, and gave that 
fort quick bark by which they in- 
dicate their prey. Armutt the ter- 
ror of the circumitance, L was yet 
mafier enough of mytelt to difcover 
that the dow was Otcar; and Lown 
eo you I felt his appearance like the 
retribution of juitice and of Heaven. 
Stand! cried a threatening voice, 
and a fokdier prefled through the 
thicket, with his bay onet charged, — 
It was Albert! Shame, contufon, 
and remorte, ftopped my utterance, 
avd | ftood motionlets before him,.— 
* My mutter,” faid he, with the 
flitled voice of wonder and ot tear, 
and threw himfelf at my feet. 1 
had recovered my recollection. 
** You are revenged,” fuid |, ** and 
lam your prifoner.”—* Revenged ! 
alas! you judged woo hardly of me ; 
I have not had one happy day tince 
that fatal one on which I lett my 
matier; but I have lived, I hope, 
to fave him. ‘The party to which 
i belong are pafled; tor 1 lingered 
behind them among thofe woods 
and rocks which I remembered fo 
well in happier days.—There is, 
however, no time to be lott. Ina 
few hours this wood will blaze, 
though they do not fulpect that it 
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thelters yous "Take my dre(s, which 
may help your efcape, and | will 
endeavour to difpofe of yourss On 
the coat, to the wettward, we have 
learned there fs a {mall party of 
your friends, which, by followin 

the river’s track till dufk, ang then 
ftriking over the thoulder of the 
hill, you may join without much 
danger of difcovery."—« | felt the 
difgrace of owing fo much to hiin 
I had Injured, and remonittrated a. 
gainft expofing him to fuch immi. 
nent danger of its beine known that 
he had tavoured my elcape, which 
from the temper of his commander, 
I knew would be infant ‘death. 
Albert, in an agony of fear and 
iftrefs, befought me to think only 
of my own § fatety.~ * Save us 
both,”’ faid he, ** for if you die, | 
cannot live. Perhaps « e may meet 
again; but whatever becomes of 
Albert, may the blefling ot God 
be with his matter!” 

‘* Aibert’s prayer was heard. 
His matter, by the exercife of ta- 
lents which, though he had al- 
ways poffefled, advertity only taught 
him to ufe, acquired abroad a tta- 
tion of equal honour and emolu- 
ment; and when the proferiptions 
ot party had ceated, returned home 
to his own native country, where 
he found Albert advanced to the 
rank of a heutenantion the army, 
to which his valor and merit had 
raifed him, married to a lady, by 
whom he had got fime lite for- 
tune, and the father of an only 
daughter, for whom nature had 
done gouch, and to whofe native 
endowments it was the chief ftudy 
and delight of her parents to add 
every thing that art could bettow. 
The gratitude of the chief was only 
equalled by the happinefs of his 
follower, whofe honett pride was 
not long after gratified, by hs 

daugh- 
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daughter’s becoming the wife of 
that mafter whom his generous fi- 
delity had faved. That mafter, by 
the clemency of more indulgent and 
liberal times, was again re{tored to 
the domain of his anceflors, and 


had the fatisfaction of feeing the 


erandfon of Albert enjoy the here- 
ditary birthright ‘of his race. I ac- 
companied colonel Cauftic on a 
rifit to this gentleman’s houfé, arid 
was delighted to obferve his grateful 
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attention to his father-in-law, as 
well as the unaffluming happinefs of 
the good old man, confcious of the 
perfect reward which his former fi- 
delity had met with. Nor did it 
efcape my notice, that the fweet 
boy and girl, who had been our 
guefts at the colonel’s, had a fa- 
vourite brown and white fpaniel, 
whom they carefled much after dine 
ner, Whole name was Ofcar, 








“y Ya 


ee ne 


€ ‘ : daa 


' ‘ i” 
; ‘ 


ODE’ for the NEW YEAR,- 1787, 
By. the Rev, T. Wakton, B.D. Poct-Davreat, 
I. 


N rough magnificence array’d, 
When ancient chivalry difpl: ay’d 

‘The pomp of her heroic games ; 

And erefted chiefs and tiffued dames, 

Affembled, at the clarion’s call, 

In fome proud caftle’s high arch’d hall, — - 

To grace romantic glory’s genial rites 3 
Affociate of the gorgeous fettival, 

The minftrel truck his kind: red ftring, 

And told of many a fteel-clad king, 

Who to the turney train’d his hardy knights ; 

Or bore the radiant red crofs fhield 

Mid the bold peers of Saleim’s field ; 

Who travers’d pagan climes to quell 

The wifard foe’s terrific {pel ; 

In rude affrays untaught to fear 

The Saracen’s gigantic fpear— 

The liitening champions felt the fabling rhime 
With fairy trappings fraught, and fhook their plumes fublime, 
Il. 

Such were the theme: of regal praife 

Dear to the bard of elder days ; 

The fongs, to favage virtue dear, 

That won of yore the public ear! 

Ere polity, fedate and fage, 

Had quench’d the tires of feudal rage, 
Had ftemm’d the torrent of eternal ftrife, 
And charm’d to re{t an unrelenting age. 

No more, in formidable ilate, 

~l 9 4 The cattle fhuts its¢hundering gate; 
New colours fuit the icenes of foften’d life ; 

No more, beltiiding barbed fiteeds, 

Adventurous valour idly bleeds! 

And now the bard in alter’d tones, 

A theme of worthier triumph owns ; 

: By focial imagery beguil’d, 


He moulds his harp to mauners mild ; N 
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Nor longer weaves the wreath of war alone, 
Nor hails the hoflile forms that grac’d the Gothic throne. 


Ill. 


And now he tunes his plaufive lay 
‘To kings, who plant the civic bay ; 
Who choofe the patriot fovereign’s part, 
Diffufing commerce, peace, and art ; 
Who {pread the virtuous pattern wide, 
And triumph ina nation’s pride : 
Who feek coy fcience in her cloifter’d nook, 
Where Thames, yet rural, rolls an artlefs tide ; 
Who love to rule the vale divine, 
Where revel nature and the Nine, 
And cluftering towers the tufted grove o’erluok ; 
To kings who rule a filial land, 
Who claim a people’s vaws and pray’rs, 
Should treafon arm the weakeft hand ! 
To thefe, his heart-felt praife he bears, 
And with new rapture hattes to greet 
This fettal morn, that longs to meet, 
With luckieft aufpices, the laughing {pring ; 
And opes her glad career, with bleffings on her wing 


ODE from the Perfian of Harzz. By J. Nort. 


NLESS my fair-ones cheek be near 
To tinge thee with fuperior red, 
How vain, O rofe, thy boafted bloom ! 
Unlefs, prime feafon of the year, 
The grape’s rich ftreams be round thee fhed, 
Alike how vain is thy perfume! 

In fhrubs which fkirt the fcented mead, : 
Ox garden’s walk embroider’d gay, | a 
Can the fweet voice of joy be tound— ) 
Unlefs, to harmonize the fade, | 
The nightingales foft-warbled lay H 
Pour melting melody around? | 

Thou fow’ret trembling to the gale, | 
And thou, O cyprefs ! waving flow | 
Thy green headin the fummer air 5 _ | 
Say — what will all your eharms avail, | 
If the dear maid, whofe blufhes glow | 
Like living tulips be not there ? seats ) 

The nymph who tempts with honied lip, 
With cheeks that fhame the vernal rofe, 
In rapture we can_ne’er behold ; 

Unlefs with kiffes fond we fip 
The lufcious balm that lip beftows— 
Unlefs our arms that nymph enfold. 
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Sweet is the rofe-empurpled bow’r, 


. And fweet the juice ditiilling bright 


In rills of crimfon from the vine : 
Butare they fweet, or have they power, 
To bathe the fenfes in delight, 
Where beauty’s prefence does not fhine ? 
Nay, let the magic hand of ait 
The animatéd picture grace, 
With all the hues it can devife 
Yet this no pleafure will impart, 
Without the foul-enchanting face 
Tin@tur’d with nature’s purer dyes. 
But what’s thy life, O Hafez, fay ? 
A coin that will no value bear, 
Altho’ by thee ’tis priz’d in vain— 
Not worthy to be thrown away * 
At the rich banquet of thy Fair, 
Where boundlefs love and pleafure reign. 


HYMN to Narayena. By Sir Witriam Jones. 


I, 


PIRIT of fpirits, who, thro’ every part 
Of {pace expanded, and of endlefs time, 
Beyond the ftretch of lab’ring thought fublime, 
Bad’ it uproar into beauteous order itart, 
Before Heaven was, thou art: 
Ere f{pheres beneath us roll’d or {pheres above, 
Ere earth in firmamental ether hung, | 
Thou fatt’it alone; till, through thy myftic love, 
Things unexifting to exiftence fprung, 
And grateful defcant fung. 
What firft impell’d thee to exert thy might? 
Goodnefs unlimited. What glorious light 
Thy power directed ? wifdom without bound. 
What prov’d it firft? Oh! guide my fancy night ; 
Oh! raife from cumbrous ground 
My foul in rapture drown’d, 
That fearlefs it may foar on wings of fire ; 
For thou, who only know’ ft, thou only canft infpire. ° 


II. 


Wrapt in eternal folitary thade, 

Th’ impenetrable gloom of light intenfe, 

Impervious, inacceffible, immenfe, 

Ere fpirits were infuf’d or forms difplay’d, 
Brehm his own mind furvey’d, 





* Alludin g to the oriental cuftom of throwing handfuls of coin to the populace at 


public entertainments, and on other occafions of feftivity. 
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As mortal eyes (thus finite we compare 
With infinite) in fmootheft mirrors gaze: 
Swift as his look, a fhape fupremely fair 
Leap’d into being, with a boundlefy blaze, 
That aa fun’s might daze. 
Primeval ya was the goddefs nam’d, 
Who to her fire, with love divine inflam’d, 
A cafket gave with rich ideas fill’d, 
From which this gorgeous univerfe he fram’d ; 
For when th’ Almighty will’d 
Unnumber’d worlds to build, 
From unity diverfified he fprang, 
While gay creation laugh’d, and procreant nature rang, 


Ill, 


Firft an all-potent, all-pervading found, 
Bade flow the waters—and the waters flow’d 
Exulting in their meafurelefs abode, 
Diftufive, multitudinous, profound, 
Above, beneath, around; 
Then o’er the vail expanfe primordial winds 
Breath’d gently, till a lucid bubble rofe, 
Which grew in perfect fhape an egg refin’d ; 
Created fubftance no fuch luttre fhows, 
Earth no fuch beauty knows. 
Above the warring waves it danc’d elate, 
Till from its buriting fhell, with lovely ftate, 
A form cerulean flutter’d o’er the deep, 
Brighteft of beings, greateft of the great ; 
Who not as mortals fteep 
Their eyes in dewy fleep, 
But heavenly penfive on the lotos lay, 
That bloffom’d at his touch, and thed a golden ray, 


IV, 


Hail, primal bloffom! hail, empyreal gem! 

Kemel or Pedma, or whate’er high name 

Delights thee, fay, what four-form’d Godhead came, 

With graceful ftole and beamy diadem, 

Forth from thy verdant item ? 

Full-gifted Brehma! wrapt in folemn thought 

He ftgod, and round his eyes fire-darting threw: 

But, whilft his viewlefs origin he fought, 

Once plain he faw of living watérs blue, 

Their {pring nor faw nor knew ; 

Then in his parent-flalk again retir'd, 

With refilefs pain for ages he enquir’d, i! 
What were his powers, by whom, and why conferr d; Wit 
With doubts perplex’d, with keen impatience fir’d, 

N 3 He 
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He rofe, and rifing heard 

Th’ unknown all-knowing word ; 

« Brehma! no more in vain refearch perfift, 

‘¢ My veil thou canft not move—Go ; bid all worlds exift.” 


V. 
Hail, felf-exiftent, in celeftial fpeech 


Narayen, from thy watery eradle, nam’d ; 
Or Venamaly may I fing wablam’d, 
With flowery braids, that tothy fandals reach, 
Whole beauues who ean teach ? 
Or high Pictamber, clad in yellow robes, 
‘Than fua-beams brighter in meridian glow, 
That weave their heaven-fpun light o’er circling globes ? 
Unwearicd, lotos-eyed, with dreadful bow, 
Dire evil’s conitant foe ! 
Great Redmanabha, o’er thy cherifh’d world 
The pointed Choera, ty thy fingers whirl’d, 
Fierce Hytabh thal! deftroy, and Medhugrim, 
To black defpair and deep deits uction hurl’d. 
Such views my fenfes diin, 
My eyes in darknefs {wim : 
What eye cun bear thy blaze, what utterance tell 
Thy deeds. with filver trump or many-wreathed fhell, 


VI. 


Omnifcient fpirit, whofe all-ruling power 
Bids from each fenfe bright emanations beam: 
Glows in the rainbow, {parkles j in the flream, 
Smiles in the bud, and cliftens in the flower 
That crowns each vernal bower ; 
Sighs in the yale, and warbles in the throat 
Of every b ird that hails the bloomy fpring, 
Or tells his love in many a liquid note, 
Whillt envious artifts touch the rival firing, 
Tillrock and forefts ring ; 
Breathes in rich fragrance from the fandal grove, 
Or where the precious mufk-deer play ful rove ; 
In dalcet juice from cluftering fruit diflils, 
And burns fwlubrious in the tafteful clove: ° 
Soft banks and verdurous hills 
The prefent influence fills ; 
Tn air, in floods, ih caverns, Woods, and plains, 
‘Thy will isfpirits all, thy fovercign Maya reigns. 


VII. 
Blue eryf al vault and elemental fires, 
Thatin th’ etherial fluid blaze and breathe ; ; 


‘Thou toffing main, whofe fnaky branches wreathe 
This peafile orb with intertwifling gyres ; 


Mountains, 
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Mountains, whofe radiaut {pipes 
Prefumpruous rear their fummigs to the tkies, : 
And blend their emerald hue with fapphize light sp 


Smooth meads and lawns, that giow with varying dyes 


Of dewabetpangled leaves and blofloms bright 
Henge! vanith from my fighe, $4 wie 

Delufive pictures! unfubftantial thows!o —. , 
My foul abforb'd one only being knows, . ' 
Of all perceptions one abundant fource, 
Whence eyery object, every moment flows. 

Suns hence derive their torce, 

Hence planets learn their courte ; 
But funs and fading worlds | view no more, 
God only I perceive, God ouly I adore, 


POEM addrefled to SENSIBILITY. 
i [From the Second Book of Poems by Aon Yearfley.] 


H! Senfibility! Thou bufy nurfe 
Of Inj’ries once receiv’d, why wilt thou feed 
Thofe ferpents in the foul? their flings more fell 
Than thofe which writh’d-round Priam’s prieitly fon ; 
I feel them here! They read my panting breatt, 
But I will tear them thence: ah! effort vain ! 
Difturb’d they grow rapacious, while their fangs 
Strike at poor Memory ; wounded the deplores 
Her ravith’d joys, and.murnurs o’er the paft. 
Why fhrinks my foul within thefe prifon walls, 
Where wretches fhake their chains? Lll-fated youth, 
Why does thine eye run wildly o’er my torm, 
Pointed with fond enquiry? ’ lis not me, 
Thy reftlefs thought would find ; the filent tear 
Steals gently down his cheek: ab! could my arins 
Afford thee refuge, I would bear thee hence 
To a more peaceful dwelling.. Vain the with! 
Thy pow’rs are all unhing*d, and thou wouldf fit 
Intentible to fympathy : farewell. 
Lamented being! ever loti to hope. 
I leave thee, yea defpair myfelf of cure. 
For, oh, my bofem bleeds, while griefs like thing 
Increafe the recent pang. Pentive 1 rove, 
More wounded than the hart, whofe fide yet holds 
The deadly arrow: Friendfhip, boaft no more 
Thy hoard of joys, o’er which my foul oft hung 4 
Like the too anxious mifer o’er his gold. 
My treafures all are wreck’d ; I quit the fcene 
Where haughty infult cut the facred tes 
Which long had held us: cruel Julius! take 
‘ N 4 
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My laft adieu. The wound thou gav’tt is death, 
Nor can’ft e’en thou recall my frighted fenfe 
With friendthip’s pleafing found ; yet will I clafp 
Thy valued image to my aching mind, 

And viewing that, forgive thee ; will deplore 
The blow that fever’d two congenial fouls ! 

Officious Senfibility! ’tis thine 
To give the fineft anguish, to diffolve 
The drofs of fpirit, till all eflence, the 
Refines on real woe; from thence extracts 
Sad unexifling phantoms, never feen, 

Yet, dear ideal mourner, be thou near 
When on Lyfander’s tears I filent gaze; 

Then, with thy viewlefs pencil, form his figh, 
His deepelt groan, his forrow-tinged thought, 
With immature, impatience, cold defpair, 
With all the tort’ring images that play, 

In fable hue, within his wafted mind, 

And when this dreary group fhall meet my thought, 
Oh! throw my pow’rs upon a fertile fpace, 
Where mingles ev’ry varied foft relief. 

Without thee, I could offer but the dregs 

Of vulgar confolation ; from her cu 

He turns the eye, nor date it foil his lip! 

Raife thou my friendly hand ; mix thou the draught 
More pure than ether, as ambrofia clear, 

Fit only for the foul; thy chalice fill 

With drops of fympathy, which fwiftly fall 
From my afflicted heart: yet—yet beware, 

Nor ftoop to feize from paflion’s warmer clime 

A pois’nous fweet.—Bright cherub, fafely rove 
Thro’ all the deep receffes of the foul! 

Float on her raptures, deeper tinge her woes, 
Strengthen emotion, higher waft her figh, 

Sit in the tearful orb, and ardent gaze 

On joy gr forrow. But thy empire ends 

Within the line of Spirit. My rough foul, 

O Sentibility ! defencelefs hails, 

Thy feelings moft acute. Yet, ye who boat 
Of blifs I ne’er muft reach, ye, who can fix 

A rule for fentiment, if rules there are, 

(For much I doubt, my triends, if rule e’er held 
Capacious fentiment) ye fure can point 

My mind to joys that never touch’d the heart. 
What is this joy? Where does its effence reit ? 
Ah! felf-confounding fophifts, will ye dare 
Pronounce that joy which never touch’d the heart ? 
Does education give the tranfport keen, 

Or fwell your vaunted gricf? No, nature feels 
Mott poignant, undefended; hails with me 

The pow’rs of Senfibility untaughe. 
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FTO INDIFFERENCE 


[From the fame Work. } 


NDIFF’RENCE come! thy torpid juices thed 
On my keen fenie: plunge deep my wounded heart, 
In thickeit apathy, till it congeal, 
Or mix with thee incorp’rate. Come, thou foe 
To tharp fenfation, in thy cold embrace 
A death-like flumber hall a refpite give 
‘To my long reftlefs foul, toft on extreme, 
From blifs to pointed woe. Oh, gentle Pow’r, 
Dear fubftitute of Patience! thou cantt eafe 
The foldier’s toil, the gloomy captive's chain, 
The lover’s anguith, and the miter’s fear. 
Proud Beaury will not own thee! her loud boaft 
Is Virtue—while thy chilling breath alone 
Blows o’er her foul, bidding her patfions fleep. 
Mittaken caufe, the frozen fair denies 
Thy faving influence. Virtue never lives, 
But in the bofom, itruggling with its wound ; 
‘There the fupports the conflict, there augments 
The pang ot hopelefs love, the fenfele(s ftab 
Of gaudy ign’rance, and more deeply drives 
The poiton’d dart, buri’d by the long lov’d friend ; 
Then pants with painful victory. Bear me hence, 
Thou antidote to pain! thy real worth 
Mortals can never know. What's the vain boaft 
Of Senfibility but to be wretched ? 
In her beit tranfports lives a latent fling, 
Whick wouuds as they expire. On her high heights 
Our fouls can never fit ; the point fo nice, 
We quick fly off—fecure, but in defcent. 
To Senfibility, what is not blifs 
Is woe. No placid’medium’s ever held 
Beneath her torrid line, when ftraining bigh 
The fibres of the foul. Of pain. or joy, 
She gives too large a thare ; Lut thov, more kind, 
Wrapp’t up the heart from both, and bidd’ft it reff 
Tn ever-with’d-for eafe. By all the pow’rs 
Which move within the mind for dift’rent ends, 
I'd rather lofe myfelf with thee, and fhare 
Thine happy indolence, for one fhort hour, 
Then live of Senfibility the tool 
For endlefs ages. Oh! her points have pierc'd 
My foul, till, like a fponge, it drinks up woe. 
Then leave me, Senfibility ! be gone, 
Thou chequer’d angel! Seek the foul refin’d : 
I hate thee! and thy long progreflive brood, 
Of joys and mis’ries, Soft Indiff’rence, come ! 








In 
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In this low cottage thon fhalt be my gueft, 
“Till death fhuts out the hotr s+ here down ('ll fink 


With thee upon my couch of homely ruth, 
Which fading forns of friencthip, tug or hope, 
Mutt ne’er approach. Abd quickly hide, thou pow’: 
Thole dear intruding images! Oh, feal : 
The lids of mental tight, deft I abjure 
My freezing fupplication.—-All is till. 

idea, tmother’d leaves my mind a watte, 
Where Senfibility muft lofe her prey. 


The STORY of FOSCARI. 


[¥rom the ‘Second Book of Potwhere’s Englith Orator.) 


——— i URN thine eyes 


Where light the gaudy gondolas glance o’er 
The fubject gult of Adra-—Mercy there 

Sheds agonizing tears, as terror points 

To young ingenious Fofeari ; whoie fad fate 
"Told in Venetian ftory, hath afpers’d 

Its page.-—Donato, a Venetian lord, 

Near his piazz’d dome, at twilight eve, 

Féli by a haod unknown ; when, fudden, paft 
A flave of noble Foicari—who, ere morn, 

Had fled from Venice. Hence the fenate deem*d 
The eloping menial but an juitrument 

Of Fofcari’s fancied villainy, O loft— 

Too carly loft to all thy country’s hopes, 

Much injur’d youth! What tho’ thy purer fame, 
Thy undifguis’d demeanor, and thy looks 

Of open candor, mingled every charm 

Which might have feal’d the eye, that never felt 
The clofing lid—Sufpicion’s reftlefs orb — 

The guilty ftain!—No figh from Virtue’s foul 
Avail’d to foothe the fenarorial voice, 

‘That bade thee fly Venetia’s rage, aud hide 
*>Mid Candia’s clitis, an exile—Candia, once 
The glorious feat of Jegitlative fame, 

"The, nurie of antient Minos—the retreat 

Of heaven’s bright race; where each ambrofial vale 
Embower’d a god! Ah funk amid the ifles, 

A den for flavery, whilft Oblivion’s breath 
Spreads o’er its hundred cities, as the dews 

Of its own Lethe !—Yet its groves, {hill rich 
With truits and foliage, wave—its yellow fields, 
With Various grain ; and its purpurcal hills 

Suill {welling with the cluitering grape, announce 
The promis'd vintage !—but in vain they wave, 
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In vain they blah, to the poor exile’s eye 

Which wildly wanders o’er the reftle(s jurge ; 
And ihraining from the lone beach te the mitts 
‘That dim the horizon, atks if fome white {gil 
Might, haply, gain upon the fight~fome bark 
Streaming the well-known pendant. Many a year 
Heavily linger’d, while “ thro’ hope deferi’d 
Sicken’d his heart”—tho’, oft, her golden light 
Gleam’d, flectingly—when, near, Venetian fails 
Seem’d o’er his trefhen'd fpirit, as they came, 

‘To waft the fweetnels of his mative air! 

Alas! his triends, tho’ pitying, fill declin’d 

The mediatorial talk. ‘To Milan’s duke . 

(Now his lait hopelefs refuge) he entrutts 

His prayers for friendly refcue—with a flave, 
Who, faithlefs, ‘to Vertetia’s lords betrays 

The tale of woe. Incens’d the nobles hear— 
And (as their law condemns the wretch who flies 
To foreign potentates) remand him home 

Doom’d to feverer anguifh. His wan. limbs 

Now itretch’d along the wheel of torture, hanes 
Upon his bloodlefs lips the faultering voice; 

* May heaven forgive my perfecuting focs— 

¢ My heart forgives them! yet, a moment, hear— 
‘Yet, but a moment, pity! while I tell 

‘ That him who bore my meflage I beliew’d 

¢ In treachery not uupractis’d ; nor mifdeem’d 

* He would betray the truft! thus, o’er the feas 

* Hurried to meet my judges, I yet hop’d 

¢ Once more to vifit the delightful {por 

¢ That gave me birth—to flare, thro’ racking paines 
¢ Tho’ death repay’d, a friend’s lait lingering looks ; 
¢ And bathe my bofom in parental tears, 

¢ And dic iri peace !’—He fpoke, and look’d around 
In vain, for Mercy, thro’ the prifon-gloon— 

She beam’d not, there. Inilead of Mercy’s voice, 
The fentence echoed: * That, to Candia’s ifle 

¢ Returning, he fhould lie, tor one long year, 

¢ Chain’d to the defolated dungeon ; thence, 
‘(The term expir’d) to wander o’er its rocks 

¢ Thro’ life an out-caft.’ Yet, one little {pace 
The defpot’s pity granted, for the throbs 

Of filial duty from its fondeti joys 

For ever torn. His age-bent parents came— 
The vencrable father—on whofe brow 

Hoar Time had {catter’d many a filver hair 
Diftinétly trac’d, and who full thirty years 

Had worn the purple—the pale mother, wild 
Thro’ grief—* My fon (exclaim’d the fire) ’tis thine 
¢ To bear thy fate with firmnefs!’ ¢’Tis a tate, 
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¢ (Anfwer’d the finking Fofcar?} which I dread 

¢ Beyond the extremer agonics that rend 

¢ The ftroggling frame! O by this burfting heart 
¢ Which ever own’d affedlion’s purett glow, 





_ © Warm for a parent’s welfare—by the tears 


¢ Of innocence, that afk a farher’s love 

¢ To give it yet unfullied to the world— 

¢O, by the mercies of a Saviour, fhield 

¢ Thy fon—nor let each folitary groan 

* Beat—the flow knell pf his departing foul!” 

* Alas! my Fofcari! m®y power were vain— 

* Submit thee to thy country’s laws’—the doge 

Replies ; and hurrying from his fon’s embrace, 

Shiver’d thro’ mifery’s keener pangs too fharp 

To fuffer, ’till the chillnefs that benumbs 

The fainting, ic’d his aged bofoin o’er 

Yet left life’s feeble fpirit !—but to paint 

The mother’s torm—O ye, whofe hearts have felt 

The fond maternal yearnings—ye, whofe eye 

Hath caught the lait fir’d glances of your child ‘ 

uft finking into death’s cold dews—’tis yours— 

vere preheminence ! to paint that form. 

At length, the dire difattrous ftory ran 

Thro’ Venice: and the accumulated woe 

Touch’d the relenting fenate ; while Remorfe 

That ftrove to borrow the benignant air 

Of Mercy, the poor exile’s pardon feal’d. 

Strait flew the mandate of recall: (for long 

In Candia’s pris’n immur’d, the youth had mourn'd 

His country loft—) But ah! too late the ray 

Of Mercy glimmer’d. Lo the haplefs youth, 

Amidft his difmal durance as he breath’d 

The folitary gcoan, on the drear wall 

Had etch’d his tale of mis’ry and expir’d. 


M ON A. An Ove. By the fame Author. 


{An Original Communication, ] 


“ Sapte the billowy mift’s deep-bofom fhroud 
“¢ My ravifh’d ifle !"—-the voice was vain! 

Mona! mark yon’ kindling cloud 

That feems to fire the main : 

As flafhing to the incumbent kies, 

Broad the hoftile flames arife 

From the reverential wood ; 

Red its central gloom with blood ! 

Many a white-rob’d Druid hoar 

Totters in the ftream of gore ; 

Meets the falchion’s furious blow ; 


Sinking, execrates the foe! 
? Or, 
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Or, acrofs the Cromlch’s ftone, 
* Struggling, gives te Death a groan! 
Or, within the circling fane, 
Pours his dark myfterious ftrain ; 
Or grafps his fhrine, and hails the ftroke, 
Stabb’d beneath his holy oak ! 
Yelling while the maniac maid 
Hurries down the dimwood glade ; 
And uproots her briftling hair, 
Paler amid the ghailly glare ! 


Ii. 


But lo! the.fcenes of o:her days are fled! 
Yet myfterious horror fills 

The long fcoop’d dales where Druids bled, 
And deepens the dark hills! 

Through the tree-tufted rock, that wide 

Opes, as rent, its chaimy fide, 

“ Ivied ruins gleaming-grey, 

Mar the torrents foamy way ! 

There the enthufiaft loves to dwell, 

Loft in the romantic del! ; 

Tracing temples, abbey-walis 

Shiver’d arches, caftle-halls : 

Whether the fun dart his light 

*Mid the branches mofiy-white ; 

Or the ftar of eve, aflaunt, 

Glimmer on the fpectre-haunt 

Ott as the moon light echoes round 

Add their ftore of mellow found 

To the crath of tumbling heaps 

That o’erbrow’d the craggy fteeps 

To each murmur of the cave, 

Fretted by many a reftlefs wave! 





The BLUSH of SIMPLICITY, i 


(By the fame. ] 


' 

vet 
HILE Charlotte confcious that fhe loves, | i } 
Would hide the crimfon’s tranfient hue ; | 

She veils the blufh, which only proves We 
A heart to love and Corin true. My 

In erring maids that fondly ftray 
A tinge as bright as thine we fec ; 
Yet clouded looks its fource betray 
Unknown to innocence and tLee,. 
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No cloud thine eyes of candour know 
To thade their fweet expreilion o’er ; 
But to the foft fuffuling glow 
They kindle quick, ‘ana {parkle more. 
Ah! may fuch glances ever pe: uk 
The /imple dlu/b on Charlotte’s cheek ! 


ODE on His MAJESTY’s BIRTH-DAYy, 


Written by Mr. Warton. 


HE nobleft bards of Albion’s choir 
Have ttruck of old this feital lyre, 
Ere fcience ftruggling oft in vain, 
Had dar’d to break her Gothic chain, 
\ ictorious Edward gave the vernal bough 
Ot Britain’s bay to bloom on Chaucer’s br ow : 
Fir’d with the gift, he chang "d to founds, fublime, 
His Norman mintirelfy’s difcordant chime ; 
In tones majettic hence he told 
The banquet of Cambuican bold ; 
And oft he fung (howe’er the rhyme 
Has moulder’d to the touch of time) | 
His martial maiter’s knightly board, 
And Arthur’s ancient rites reftor’d ; 
The prince in fable tteel that tternly frown ‘d, 
And Gallia’s captive king, and Creify’s wreath renown'd, 


Il. 
Won from the fhepherd’s fimple meed, 
The whifpers wild of Mulla’s reed, 
Sage Spenier wak’d his lofty lay 
To grace Eliza’s golden fway : 
O'cr the proud theme new luftre to diffule, 
He chofe the gorgeous allégoric mufe, 
And call’d to life old Uther’ s clin tale, 
And rov’d thro’ many a necromantie vale, 
Pouriraying chiefs that kne W totaMe , 
The goblin’s ire, the dragon’s Aime, 
To pierce the dark enchanted hall, 
Where virtue fat in lonely thrall. 
From fabling, Fancy’s sanioft tivre 
A rich romantic robe he bore ; 
A veib With vifionary trappings hung, 
And o’er his virgin-queen the fairy texture flung. 


Ill. 
At length the magchlefs Dryden caine, 
To light the mufe’s clearer flame ; 
To lofty numbers grace t6 tend, 
And iirength w ith “melody to blend Te 
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‘To triumph in the bold career of fong, 
And roll th’ unwearied energy along. 
Does the mean incenfe of promifcuous praife, 
Does fervile fear difgrace his. regal bays 2 
I fpurn his panegyric flrings, 
His partial homage, tun’d'to kings ! 
Be mine, to catch his mantier chord, 
That paints th’ impaffion’d Perfian lord, 
By glory fir’d, to pity fo. - 
Rouz’d to revenge, by love fubdu’d; 
And ftill, with tran{port new, the ttrains to trace 
That chaat the Theban pair, and Tancred’s deadly vate, 
IV. rors 
Had thefe bieft bards beemcall'd, to pay 
The vows of this aufpicious day, 
Each had con‘efs‘d, a faifer throne, 
A mightier fovereign thar his own! 
Chaueer had bade his hero-monarch yield 
The fame of Agincourt’s triumphal field 
To peaceful prowefs, and the conquett’s calm, 
That braid the fcepter with’ the patriot’s palm ? 
His chaplets of fantaftic bloom, 
His colourings warm from Fiction’s loom, 
Spenfer had caft in feorn away, ° | 
And deck’d with truth alone the-lay ; a 
All real here—the bard, had feen * 
The glories of his, pictus 'd queen! 
The tuneful Dryden had not flatter’d here, 
His lyre had blamelefs been, his tribute all fincere? 


{) 


ODE toa LADY going ABROAD. 
[From the Third Voltime of the Lounger.] 
» Bilod » 
AR, from memy.Deliagocs, =... ., 
And all my prayr’s, my tears are vain; °° | * 


Nor fhall I know one hour’s repofe, 
Till Delia blefs thefe eyes again. 


Companion of the wretched,come, 
Fair hope! and dwell with me a while; 

Thy heavenly prefence gilds the gloom, 
While happier fcenes in proipett fmile. 


Oh! who can tell what time may do? 
How all my forrows yet may end? 
Can the rejectalovefotrue? — 
Can Delia e’er forfake her friend 


Un- 
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Unkind and rude the thorn is feen, BA 
No fign of future fweetnefs thows ; 

But time calls forth its lovely green, 
And fpreads the blufhes of the rofe. 


Then come, fair hope, and whifper peace, 
And keep the happy fcenes in view, 

When all thefe cares and fears fhall ceafe, 
And Delia blefs a love fo true. 


If. 


-Hope, fweet deceiver, ftill beliew’d, 


In mercy feat to foothe our care : 
Oh ! tell me am I now deceiv’d, ' 
And wilt thou leave me to defpair ? 


Then hear, ye powers, my earneft pray’r, 
This pang unutterable fave ; 

Let me not live to know defpair, 
But give me quiet in the grave : 


Why fhauld I live to hatethe light, 
Be with myfelf at conftant ftrife, 

And drag about, in nature's {pite, 
An ufelefs, joylefs load of life ? 


But far from her all ills remove, 
Your favourite care let Delia be, 


Long bleft in friendthip, bleft in love, 


And may fhe never think on me. 


IIT. 


But if, to prove my love fincere, 
The fates a while this trial doom ; 

Then aid me, hope, my woes to bear, 
Nor leave me till my Delia come ; 


Till Delia come no more to part, 
And all thefe cares and fears remove, 
Oh, come! relieve this widow’d heart, 
Oh, quickly come! my pride, my love! 


My Delia come! whofe looks beguile, 
Whote finile can charm my Cares away j= 
Oh! come with that enchanting fmile, 
And brighten up life’s wint’ry day ; 


Oh, come! and make me full amends, 
For all my cares, my fears, my pain ;— 
Delia, retiore me to my friends, 
Reftore me to myfelf again. 


BAL: 
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ROM thy waves, ftormy Lannow, I fly, 
From the rocks, that are lafh’d by their tide ; 

From the maid, whofe cold bofom, relentlefs as they, 
Has wreck’d my warm hopes by her pride! 
Yet lonely and rade as the fcen», 
Her {mile to that fcene could impart 
A charm that might rival the bloom of the vale ;—. 
But away, thou fond dream of my heart! 

To thy rocks, ftormy Lannow, adieu! 
Now the blafls of the winter come on, 
And the waters grow dark as they rife ; 
But ’tis well !—they refemble the fullen difdain 
That has lour’d in thofe infolent eyes. 
Sincere were the fighs it reprefs’d, 
But they rofe in the days chat are flown !— 
Ah, Nymph! unrelenting and cold as thou art, 
My fpirit is proud as thy own. 

To thy rocks, ftormy Lannow, adieu ! 
Lo! the wings of the fea-fowl are fpread, 
To efcape the rough ftorm by their flight! 
And thefe caves will afford them a gloomy retreat 
From the winds and the billows of night. 
Like them, to the home of my youth, 
Like them, to the fhades I retire ;— 
Receive me, and fhield my vex’d fpirit, ye groves, 
From the ftorms of infulted defire ! 

From thy waves, rocky Lannow, I fly! 


THE COURT BELLE. 
[From Swirt’s Temple of Folly.} 


Gilded chariot, that eclips’d the day, 
A O’er the proud pavement urg’d its rattling way, 
Of filk the reins, for which the murex bled, 
And ftain’d the harnefs with Sidonian red. 
The whirling wheels, on burnifh’d axles roll’d; 
The fpokes were filver, and the naves were gold, 
Six Ariels, rang’d behind, attendant wait, 
The flaves of beauty, as the moves in ftate, 
’ Her milk-white fteeds the brilliant wonder drew, 
With confcious pride th’ elated courfers flew : 
The birth-day carriage of a well-bred belle :—= 
Comet more flaming ne’er alarm’d Pal-mel. 
The regent of the Blazing ftar defcends, 
And to the throne with courtly homage bends + 
3787. 
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BALLAD, in the STILE ef Mr. CROW’s SONG, “ Ssarow 
Cuirrs.” By Milfs Sewarp. 


Delufion, 


[sre] 
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Delufion, with a fimile, the nymph furvey’d, 
Th’ accomplith’d nymph, and thus, approving, faid 

«¢ By education well-bred nymphs are known, 
Who ftudy Gallic grace, and lifp bon-ton. 
What proud aceompli(lments adorn the fair! 
Frizeur the head improves, the feet Noverre; 
With folos Signor foothes the tender breaft, 
A quaver, or a crochet, does the ref, 
fa Pesce the tinfel of her tongue fupplies, 
The loofe entendre in @ whilper flies ; 
Unfailing confidence imbues the whole, 
And fixes the cameleon of the foul. 
For her the coxcomb billet-doux prepares, 
And Smith’s own odours breathe immortal airs; 
Warren’s kind art the chymic rofe fupplies, 
And fee this hand, for which the ehicken dies ! 
Fathion is her’s, and drefs her punctual care, 
‘The naked neck, the beau bewitching air, 
The face that’s knowing, amd the face that’s known, 
The tofs of breeding, and the laws of ton, 
The plumes of pride, that high in triumph tower, 
The rage of conqueft, and the luit of power, 
Now, her ambitious fpirit mounts the moon, 
Thion’d with Lunardi in his proud balloon, 
*Tis thus accomphifh’d beauty foars to fame, 
And Folly’s daughters thus diftiation claim.” 

** O cried the Goddefs, in exulting ftrain, 
Behold the promis’d triumphs of our reign > 
See awful Beauty totter on her throne, 
And Levity pretidey where Wifdom fhone! 
See Virtue tremble, Decency expire, 
The blufhing Graces filently retire ; 
See Britain’s Genius mourn her greatnefs patt, 


When alt her fons were brave, and ail lrer daughters chafte.” 


Dr. CORBET to his SON VINCENT CORBET. 


(From Hzaprey’s Selec Beauties of Antient Englith Poetry.) 


HAT f thall leave thee none can tell, 
But ail fhall fay E with thee well. 
T¥ with thee (Vin.) béfore alk wealth, 
eg bodily and ghoftly health ; 
or too much wealth nor wit come to thee, 
So much of either may undoe thee¢ 
I with thee learning, not for thow, 


Enough for to inftruét, and know » 
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Not fuch as gentlemen require 

To prate at table or at fire, 

I with thee all thy mother’s graces, 
Thy father’s fortunes and his places, 
1 with thee friends and one at court, 
Not to build on, but fupport ; 

To keep thee not from doing many 
Oppretlions, but from fuffering anys 
I with thee peace in all thy ways, 
Nor lazy nor contentious days, 

And whtn thy foul and body party 
As innocent as now thou art, 


ELEGY ON THE BURYINGPLACE 
called CAMPO SANTO, * near FLORENCE. 


‘ 
{From a Poetical Tour in the Years 1784, 1785, arid 1786.} 


N that bleft ifle, by heaven’s high favor born, 
Whofe cliffs the f»bjeét billows vainly beat, 
From the main land by {trong convulfions tora, 
To form for freedom a below’d retreat ; 


Oft as thro’ other climes I muting ftray, 
The dews of pity fill my melting eyes, 

For thofe, who, trampled by defpotic tway, 
Reftrain their murmurs, and fubdue their fighs. 


Beneath the yoke how fad Florentia bends! 

Her fons eftape not with the lof; of breath, 
E’en then fell Tyranny his rod extends 

That waves new horrors o’er the realms of death. 


Lo! where amid the dreary Appennines, 
Whofe barren tops the meeting fkies affail, | 
Where featter’d olives, and unfruitful vines, ile 

Bow their weak heads beneath the fighing gale; + WE 


— inn —**. __ 





* After the ufual rites being performed in the churches, the bodies remain in a 
houfe near the gate of the city till midnight, when they are carried on mules, im 
boxes made for that purpofe, to this place of interment, where they are depolited 
three in a grave, without coffins or auy further ceremony. There is no diftin@ion of, 

fons, nor are the nobility allowed private vaults, or even the privilege of beitig 

uried at their country houfes: their difcomtent may be conceived, bur all remon- 
frances are in vain ; and whatever may be the — of its expediency to preven® 
difkempers, many people will be apt to impute this tyrann cal proceeding tq the levele 
ling principles of the Auftrian family. A number of beavfifui villas near the road are 

dcferted on account of the horrer it wccafions." 
O2 Wheo 
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When night’s dark wings the mournful fcene enfold, 
On mules, unconfcious of their filent load, 

Of the pale dead the huddled relics cold 
Are borne unfcemly o’er the lonely road. 


No long proceffion pours the pious fong, 

No fable hearfe difpleys its nodding plume, 
No kind domeftics move in grief alony, 

And with funereal torches gild the gloom. 


Perhaps fome victim from the feats of day 
Too foon is hurried by precautions dire, 
Perhaps too late fliall wake the fleeping clay, 
And ftruggling with oppreffive mould expire. 


The ftartled trav’ler views with honeft rage 
The face where late fuperior beauty fmil’d, 
The wafted form of once revered age,» 
By fome rude hireling’s ruffian hands defil’d. 
In earth’s dread bofom undillinguith’d thrown, 
Noclofing rites in decent {late are paid ; 
No weeping friends their loft companion own, 
When duft to duft is finally convey’d. 


Shall the meek virgin’s pure untafled charms, 
The manly breaft that felt anothei’s griel, 

Meet the worn proftitute’s lafcivious arnis, 
Or niggard hands which never gave relief ? 


Shall the rapt bard, who pour’d th’ immortal lay, 
With vice and dulnefs in one grave unite ? 
Oh "twere enough to warin th’ indig’nant clay, 
And ftop th’ afcending {pirit in its flight! 
Thither in vain, impell’d by wild defpuir, 
The wretched widow, and the orphan fly ; 
Alas! no monumental ftone is there, 
To mark the {pot where their protectors lie. 


No holy text, no warning fentence, feeds 

The thoughttul moraliit with wholefome truth, 
No fculptur’d trophies of hervic deeds 

Allure to Glory’s path admiring youth. 


Degenerate age! when on the banks of Nile, 
Barly matur’d, fair fcience rear’d her heed, 

On che cold corfe was fpent her patient toil, 
And Araby’s rich gums embalim’d the dead. 


When the proud fceptre, and high-founding lyre, 
Bade Roman breaits with vaft ambition burn, 
The valued afhes, purified by fire, 
Drew frequent tears upon the itoried urn. 


Ev‘'n 
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Ev’n the rude natives of the late-found ifles, 
Where fome lott friends attract their frantic way, 

With fond attachment view the ruttic piles, 

Sooth’d by the honours of the known morai. 





Shall then th’ unfeeling Auftrian’s ftern commands 
To quell thefe facred fentiments prefume, 
While with the name of prejudice he brands 
The charities that glow beyond the tomb ? 


Thus might rebellious fons be taught to fly 
The long obedience which they owe their fires, 
Thus be diffolv’d chafte wedlock’s dearer tie, 
And all that habit adds to nature’s fires. 


But fooner far muft ceafe that flavith awe 
The humbled vaflal to his tyrant pays, 
Crumble that edifice which pow’r and Jaw 
On weak convention’s bafe fo proudly raife. 


Then tremble thou, left foon th’ impatient throng 
Tear the vain crown from thy too impious head; 

Ne’er can the living be refpected long, 

Who teach their fubjects to defpife the dead. 
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DOMESTIC LITERATURR 


Of the Year 1787. 





N enumerating the theological 

publications of the year 17>8>, 
we fhall give the firft place to thofe 
which are devoted to the improye- 
ment and extention of Brblical lne- 
yature. 

In this clafs, the ** Remarks on 
feleét Paffages in the Old Teftament ; 
to which are added, Eight Sermons, 
by the late Benjamin Kennicott, 
DD. D.” will be refpectfully received 
by the learned world, as the laft ex- 
piring efforts of that truly great 
man in the fervice of Divine Reve- 
Jation. This work was undertaken 
by him, foon atter he had complet- 
ed his grand object, the colla:ion of 
the Hebrew MSS, and continued 
with his ufual atrention and care, 
while his faculties were capable of 
exertion. It is to be lamented, 
however, that at the time of his 
death, only a {mall part of his ule- 
ful defign had been perfected by 
hin. ‘To thi. part the editors have 
added, accor‘ing ‘o the author’s ine 
ftruétions in his wil!, whatever they 
fovud among his papers evidently 
dcligned for th's work ; and fuch of 
his hints and ampe: fect fketches as 
may de ufetul to iuture commenta- 
tors. Thefe remarks begin with the 
book of Genefis, and are continued 
to the Vials. ‘They are accom. 
panied likewile, with obfervations 
on different paffages of the prophet 
Hofea ; and fome fhort, unfinithed 
notes» Phe obfervations an the 


book of Job will be found particu. 
cularly valuable to the Biblical {cho. 
lars OF the Sermons which are 
added, fome -afford difplays of Dr. 
Kennicott’s critical powers; and 
the feft are on practical and uleful 
fubje&ts. With the friends. of divine 
truth, thefe valuable remains of the 
moft diftinguifhed Hebrew fcholar 
and induftrious feriprure critic whom 
the prefent times have produced, 
will be fecure of a proper and libe- 
ral reception. ‘They will not ex- 
pect to find them recommended by 
elegancies of language, or the dil- 
plays of a brilliant fancy ; but by 
the fame marks of learning, and 
fuccefstul endesvours to reftore the 
purity of the facred pages, which 
have diftinguifhed the former works 
ot this suthor, And in this expect 
ation they will not be difappointed. 
Dr. Henry Owen, to whofe abi- 
lities for Scripture criticifm we have 
on a former occafion paid our tribute 
of refpeét, hath publithed ** A brief 
Account, Hiftorical and Critical, of 
the Septuagint Verfion of the Old 
Teftament. To which is added, a 
Differtation of the comparative kx- 
celleucy of the Hebrew and Sama- 
ritan Pentateuch.” This treatife 18 
divided into feven feétions, The 
firft is employed in enquiries refpect- 
ing the time when and the perfons 
by whom the Septuagiyt Verfion 
was made. The object of the {e- 
cond feétion is, to fhew, that the 
verfioa 
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gerfion was made from Samaritan, 
and not from Hebiew copies. The 
third fection treats of the manner in 
which this verfion was made, and 
the methods which the tranflators 
probably followed in elucidating the 
original, from their acquaintance 
with other eaftern languages. In 
the fourth fection the accuracy and 
fidelity of this verfion is infifted on: 
and in the fifth and fixth we havea 
hifttory of the general eftimation in 
which it was: held for a long period 
of years; of the trantlations which 
have been made from it; and of the 
caufes ot the alterations which, at 
different times, have been made in 
it by the rulers of the fynagogues. 
The latt fection is on a fubject which 
had before employed the pen of our 
author, the celebrated Hexapla of 
Origen, and on the injuries which 
our author conceives to be done by 
it to this verfion. ‘The eftablifhed 
character which Dr. Owen hath al- 
ready acquired in the ficld of facred 
literature, renders it unneceflary for 
us to fay, that iis learned readers 
may promife themfelves much plea- 
fure and information from his valua- 
ble little work. His obfervations 
are equally acute, fenfible, and im- 
portant; and will add confiderably 
to his well earned fame in the fer- 
vice of Revelation. 

“©The Sixth and Eleven follow- 
ing Chapters of Genelis, tranflated 
from the original Hebrew; with 
marginal Illuftrations and Notes, 
by Abraham Dawton, M.A. &c.” 
is a publication which fuggetts many 
juft and proper variations from the 
language of our common verfion, 
and which the author hath fupport- 
ed with no fmall fhare of critical 
frill. Thofe particularly, which 
are introduced into the accounts of 
Melchizedeck’s meeting with Abra- 
ham, Noah’s prophecy refpecting 
Canaan, and the difpertion of man- 
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kind, together with the notes and 
illuftrations by which they are con 
firmed, give a favourable teftimony 
to the author’s attention, and liberal 
way of thinking 5 and are adapred 
to tree the facred Yecords from fome 
of the wild conje&tures and extravae 
gant abiurdities by which commens 
tators have obfcured their fimpli- 
citys In many other parts, where 
Mr. Dawfon hath not enlarged f@ 
much as might be wifhed, he hath 
neverthele(s, offered tuch hints and 
general obfervations as will be wce 
ceptable and ufeful to the (tudenr ig 
facred philology, ' 
Mr. Harmer’s ** Obfervations on 
divers paflages of Scripture, &c." 
in two volumes, are a continuation 
of an entertaining and ufeful work, 
which he began to publifly in 1765, 
and which he repubtithed, with ad+ 
ditions, in two volumes, in 17776 
The objet of our author is to il. 
luitrate different parts of Scripture 
‘*more amply than has been yet 
done, by means of Circumftances 
incidentally mentioned in Books of 
Voyages and Travels intothe Eat.” 
The obfervations in the prefent voe 
lumes relate to the weather of Jus 
dxa; the manner of living in tents 
in that country ; the houfes ani ci- 
ties of its inhabitants ; their mane 
ner of travelling; the eaftern man- 
ner of doing homage; their books ; 
and the natural, civil, and military 
ftare of Judea. To thefe he hag 
added remarks on Egypt ; its adjoin- 
ing wildernefs; the Red Sea; to- 
gether with feveral mifcellaneous 
matters; and prefixed to the whole, 
a {pecimen of illuftrating the Greek 
and Roman claifics from the fame 
fources. Notwithflancing that we 
think our author fometimes need- 
lefsly employed, in eftablifhing im- 
material facts, and difcuiling unime 
portant objections, we cannot but 
{peak in high terms of his ingenious 
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and commendable Jabours. They 

vince us that he hath examined 
sit the fources of information within 
bis reach, with great care and dili- 

¢; and that he hath been equal- 
Sr erentive to th arrangement of 
bis materials. To ai] defcriptions 
al aden we cam veniure to pro- 
mife much pleafure as well as in- 
firuétion trom the perufal of thefe 
yolumes, 

* An Attempt to illuftrate various 
important paflages in the Epiltles, 
ic. of the New Teftamenr, from 
our Lord’s Prophecies of the De- 
ftruétion of Jerufalem, and from 
fome Prophecies of the Old Tefta- 
ment, by N. Nifber, M. A,” though 
a {mall, is an acceptable addition to 
our yaluable commentaries and il. 
Juftrations of Scripture. His in- 
tention is to prove, that the expref- 
fions in different parts of the New 
Teflament, which have been fup- 
pofed to relate to the day of judg- 
ment, fuch as, the Lord 1s at hand, 
and the day is approaching, &c. 
and which, taken in that fenfe, have 
introduced mifapprehenfion and ob- 
{fcurity, are, in reelity, applicable 
only tothe defirudtion of Jerufalem, 
and the extin¢tion of the Jewith na- 
tion, Difquifitions of this kind are 
exceedingly interefting to thofe who 
with to extend the boundaries of 
religious knowledge, by explaining 
jn a natural and eafy manner the figu- 
rative and metaphorical language of 
the facied writings. And when con- 
ducted with this heneft vicw, they 
will meet with a candid reception 
from thofe on whom the author’s 
reafunings may not produce convic- 
tion. It is with this defign that Mr. 
Nifbet hath, apparendly, written ; 
and we cannot burc think thar he 
hath profecuted it with confiderable 
fuccefs. His language is plain and 
intelligible ; the {pirit which he 
edifcovers modeit and unaffuming ; 


DOMESTIC LITERATURE, 


and his critical abilities fuch as ene 
title him to refpecttul attemion, We 
wifh him encouragement in his ufe. 
ful enjuiries ; and entertain hopes 
that the prefent is bur an earnest a 
future and more extenfive produc. 
tions, 

Dr, Macknight’s ** New Tranfla. 
tion, from the Original, of the Apoj- 
tle Paul’s Firtt and Second Epitties 
to the Theflalonians, with a Com. 
mentary and Notes,’’ isa part on! 
of a larger work by that refpectable 
and well known author, which has 
been the refult of many years fudy 
and application, and which, we hope, 
the reception of this fpecimen will 
encoursge him to publifh. His de. 
clared o jeét is, to make his verfion 
“© as exact an linage of the Greck 
text,” asthe nature of the Englih 
language will permit. Whenever 
he meets with a doubtful paffage, 
he afligus his reafons, in the notes, 
for the particular trantlation which 
he adopts, In a column oppolie 
to the cranflation, the Doctor has 
given his Commentary on the text, 
Which is, in general, praétical and 
wietul, though it will not be impli- 
citly received by thofe who are at 
variance with what is commonly 
deemed the orthodox fyttem of theo- 
logy. To each epiftle the auihor 
hath given a preface which treats of 
the occafion on which it was com- 
pofed ; the character of the perfons 
who are mentioned in i; the place 
in which it was written, and other 
circumftances. And he hath added 
to the whole, Efflays on the Com- 
miffion given by Chritt to his Apof- 
tles, and on the Nature and Autho- 
rity of their Writings ; on the Ufes 
which the Chriflian Churches were 
to make of the Epiftles, and the 
Manner in which they were publifh- 
ed and preerved; on S$. Paul’s 
Style and Manner of Writing ; and 
on the Greek Language as ules 
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by the Writers of the New Tefta- 
ment. Of Dr. Macknight’s abili- 
ties as a judicious Scripture critic, 
the world has already formed an 

inion from his Harmony of the 
Cofpels, which was received with 
very gencral and warm approbation, 
The pretent work bears marks of the 
fame abilities and application. And 
when we contider the creat diflicul- 
ties which atrend the proper illuf- 
tration of the apoltolic writings, we 
rejoice that the number of learned 
commentators on them increafes, 
From every endeavour to illuilrate 
peculiariries in their language, or in 
the circumtlances of the times when 
they were written, fome advantages 
may be gained ; and the perfect un- 
derftanding of them becomes more 
eafily attainable to the fedulous en- 
quirer. 

Dr. Smith’s ‘* Summary View 
and Explanation of the Writings of 
the Prophets, &c.”’ was drown up, 
as we are informed in the adcertife- 
ment, in the Gaelic language, at 
the detire of the fociety in Scotland 
for propagating Chriltian know. 
ledge, to accompany a Gaelic tranf- 
lation of the Writings of the Pro- 
phets, for the familiar and eafy il- 
luftration of that part of Scripture. 
The reafons which he afligns tor 
publifhiog itin the Enylifh language 
are, the fugyeftions ot his friends, 
that by the conftruéting of fuch 
books, upon fo fmall a feale, an 
important obiect would be gained to 
the poor, who want -means to pur- 
chat, and to the rich, who want 
leifure or inclination to perufe our 
larger and excellent commentaries. 
This work is executed with great 
plainnefs and fimplicity; and ap 
pears to be well adapred to anfwer 
the good det'gn of the author, and 
to the eftablithment of a rational 
faith and piety. 

The anonymous author of ** An 
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Effay on the Gift of Tongues,” 
undertakes to prove, that it was not 
the gitt of shilerfianting and {pcak- 
ing different languages, but that of 
{peaking in tones, or mufical founds. 
This hypothefis the author twkes 
great pains to defend; and his ar- 
guments, if not convincing, are ine 
genious and plaufible We appre- 
hend, however, that he fails in his 
moft material proof; and that his 
criticifm on the original will nor be 
fupported by an appeal to the belt 
Greek writers. 

Ot the treatifes which have been 
written in defence of Revelation, 
the firtt which claims our notice is, 
Dr. Pricfiley’s ** Letters to a Philo. 
fophical Unbeliever, Part IT. con- 
taining a State of the Evidence of 
Revealed Religion, &c.” The au- 
thoi’s principal uim is, to obviate 
the prejudices ayainit Revelation 
which obrain fo frequently in perfons 
devoted to philofophical purfvits. 
In doing this, he has introduced 
fome admirable remarks on the na- 
ture of human teilimony ; on the 
evidences of Revelation, and the 
circumftances which relate to a fu- 
peroatural interpolition ; and on the 
neceflity of calling men’s minds, by 
fuch means, tothe contemplation of 
God, and his perfc€tions, Tothefe 
fucceed his enquiries into the nature 
of the prejudices for and againft 
Revelaiion, and efpecially into the 
caufes of infidelity in perfons of a 
{peculative turn of mind; the dif- 
tinct chiraétcre of the Jewilh and 
Chriftian Revelations, and the cir- 
cumftances under which they were 
promulgated ; the different grounds 
on which the evidence of the truth 
of thefe Revelations and thofe of 
other religions ftands; and the 
caules deduced trom the cleareft hif- 
torical teftimony, why Chriftianit 
was received fo flowly, and with fo 
much difficulty by the heathen 

world, 
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world. Theconcluding letters con- 
tain an account of the objections 
brought againtt the hiftorical evi- 
deuce of Chrifianity in early times, 
and anvimadverfions on Mr. Gib- 
bon’s endeavour to invalidate the 
tcllimony of the firft Chrifians, in 
his Hillory of the Decline and Fall 
of the Roman Empire. It was not 
ealy for our author to add to the 
credit which he had acquired as an 
advocate for revealed religion againt 
its open and avowed enemies. Ia 
the letters before us, however, he 
hath execu'ed a more arduous tatk, 
in developing the mifconceptions, 
and unantwerably refuting the objec- 
tions of its moft fubtle and dange- 
yous Opponents, whole opinions de- 
rive a fanciion from their intimacy 
with the fources of knowledge, and 
their imagined fuperiority over 
weak and vulgar prejudices. To 
perfons of the defeription jut men- 
tioned we particularly recommend 
this rational and philofophical ile- 
fence of the divine origin of Chrif- 
tianity. They will find it to be li- 
beral as 1s the genius of the religion 
which it is meant to fupport; and, 
if they can diveft themfelves of their 
prepofleffions, farisfactory as mathe- 
matical truth, By the friends of 
Chriftianity in general, and even by 
thofe who may difapprove of the 
author’s peculiar views of Chriftian 
doctrine, it will be received as one 
of the molt weighty and valuable 
apologies tor thtir religion, 

Mr, Morgau’s ** Demonftration, 
that true Philofophy hath no ten- 
dency to undermine Divine Revela- 
tion, and that a well grounded Pwi- 
lofopher imay be a true Chriftian,” 
was publifhed originally among the 
T) ffertations on natural and revealed 
Religion, to which the prizes have 
been adjudged by Teyler’s ‘Thcolo- 
gical Society at Haarlem: and it 
appears in its prefent feparate form, 


for the benefit of the Encglith reg. 
der. Philofophy he juftly defines 
to be the difcovery of trurh, by a 
careful attention to, and invefliga. 
tion of the appearances and Opera- 
tions of nature. After this he pro- 
ceeds to fhew, ft. thar the princi. 
ples of philofophy, thus defined, 
are not inconfiftent with the princis 
ples of revelation; 2dly, that the 
very act of in veltigation, by improve 
ing the fagacity of the mind and 
ftrengthening the judgment, is fa- 
vourable to the caufe of revelation ; 
gdly, that the actual pollellion of 
knowledge can have no tendency to 
produce unbelief. After difcuffipe 
thefe feveral propo4rions, with 
great perfptcuity of reafoning, and 
ftreneth of language, he concludes, 
by explaining the caufes which have 
given rile to the opinion, that the 
purfuit of philofophy is prejudicial 
to the intereiis of revelation. With 
refpect to the general execution of 
this work, we think that it docs 
great honour to the author’s abili- 
ties and penetration; and we re- 
commend it to our readers, as an 
in{tructive and interefting pertor- 
mance. It were to be wifhed, how- 
ever, that as our author was not 
obliged, in this edition, to confine 
himielf within the forms of a gene- 
ral eflay, he had been more parti- 
cular and circumftantial in fome of 
his excellent illuftrauons, His per- 
formance, as far as it goes, cons 
vinces us, that his talents would have 
enabled him to have done great 
juftice to fuch an important fubject ; 
and he would have been entitled to 
{till warmer thanks from the friends 
of philofophy and religion, 

Dr. Cooper, in his “One great 
Argument for the Truth of Chritt- 
anity from a fingle Prophecy evin- 
ced, in a new Explanation of the 
ath Chapter of If{aiah, &c.”* {up- 
pofes that the prophecy delivered to 
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Ahaz, as recited in that chapter, 
plates more pointedly and exclu- 
fvely to Chrilt, than moft commen- 
tators are willing to allow The 
opinion very commonly held, that 
jt covtains two prophecies, the 
completion ut the former of which 
was typical of that of the other, he 
conceives to be attended with in- 
fuperable objections. His own fenle 
of the paflage he founds on a differ- 
ent tranflation of a confiderable part 
of it, in which he deems himielf 
juftiied by the genuine fenfe of 
the Septuagint verlion, To the 

d intention and ingenuity of our 
worthy author we readily fubferibe ; 
but we are not fatisficd that his ex- 
planation frees this intricate paf- 
fage of {cripture from all its difficul- 
ties. His object, however, is high- 
ly laudable: and it is from fuch en- 
Dccate profecuted under the au- 
fpices of found literature, and ge- 
nuine liberality, that we may hope 
for fuch light as fhall refcue this 
and other difficule parts of the pro- 
phciic writings from the imputation 
of obfcurity. 

Mr. Boificr’s tranflation of ** Phi- 
lofophical and Critical Enquiries 
concerning Chrittianity, by Charles 
Bonnet o: Geneva, F. R.S.” in- 
trovuces to the Englifh reader an 
excellent work, trom which the ine 
genious author has received diftin- 
guifhed honour, and the caufe of 
religion powerful fupport. This 
work is judicious, forcible, and 
perfuafive ; and the tranflator, 
though he has not prefented us with 
the whole of his original, appears 
to have executed his tafk, fo tar as 
he has gone, with great fidelity. 
Befides the prefent tran{lation, ano- 
ther hath appeared of a tmaller part 
of this work under the title of 
**Tnterefting Views of Chrittianity,” 
the auther of which, likewife, will 
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have the thanks of the friends of 
revelation. 

* The Hiftory and Philofophy 
of Judaifm, By Duncan Shaw 
D. D.” is defigned ta detend the 
Jewith difpentation againft the at- 
tacks of modern fceptical writers, 
and, particularly, thofe of Mr. 
Hume, ‘This work is divided into 
three parts. The firft treats of the 
divine Origin of the law; the relic 
gious and civil eftablifhment of the 
Jews ; and difcufles the objections 
againft what have been commonly 
deemed the mott exceptionable parts 
of the Jewith Theoeracy. The fe- 
cond part is on the Duration of the 
Mofaic Difpenfation, thewing that 
it was intended to be temporary 
only, and to prepare the way for 
the chriftion reliyion. The third 
part is employed in proving, that 
tue Gofpel contains the laft Reyela- 
tion of the Will of God, which 
mankind are to expect. ‘To thefe 
fucceed fome general Corollaries 
drawn from the preceding Inveftiga- 
tions. In this work Dr. Shaw aps 
pears to be actuated by the mott 
laudable motives, and difcovers a 
confiderable acquaintance with the 
fubject which he has undertaken to 
illuitrate. His ftyle and lunguage, 
however, are frequentl: inelegant 
and obfcure, and will be thought, 
fometimes, to be too declamatory, 
But it he is not the moft able and 
fuccefsful champion who hath ad- 
vanced to this ground of contro- 
verfy, we think that his work hath 
fufficient merit to recommend it to 
the ferious candid enquirer, and 
that it may be read with wore 
by the Believer and by the Infidel, 

Mr. Whiteley’s ** Eflay on the 
Advantages of Revelation,” is a 
republication, with confiderable al- 
terations and additions, of what 
gained the author, at a very early 
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age, the firft Norrifian prize in the 
Univerfity of Cambridge. In this 
little work the author dilcovers con- 
fiderable literature and information. 
He has compr: fled, within a nar- 
row compat’, fome of the ttrongett 
arguments in favour of Chrittanity, 
and judicious anfwers to the objec- 
tions of unbelievers; and he has 
delivered thefe in language that 1s 
correct and elegant. 

In our laft Annual Regifter we 
exprefled our hepe, that Dr. Priett- 
ley’s Letters to the Jews would en- 
gage the ingenious and learned a- 
mong them, in a candid and liberal 
difcutlion of the evidences of Chrif- 
tianity. The challenge which was 
thrown out in thofe letters has been 
accepted by David Levi, known in 
the learned world asthe author of 
a Hebrew Grammar and Dichonary, 
and a Treatile en the Ceremonies of 
the Jews. This ingenious writer 
in his ** Letter, to Dr. Prieftley, 
&c.”’ contends, that the difperfion 
of the Jews, inflead of being the 
confequence of their rejeétion of 
Jefus as the Mefliah, is but a con- 
tinuation of the Babylonifh Capt. 
vity. The prophecy of the feventy 
weeks, he maintains, has no reter- 
ence to the Meffiah, but was in- 
tended only to fatisty the mind 
of the prophet with refpect to the 
duration ot the punithment which 
was infhi¢ted on the Ifraelites, He 
next compares the Mitlions of Mo- 
fes and ot Jefus; and repeats many 
of the common o!jectons againit 
the Miracles of Chriit, made ute of 
by Deitlical writers, the weaknefs 
and futility of which have been fre- 
quently pointed out and expofed, 
Notwithitanding that we conlider 
this advocate for Judaifm as a 
fbrewd and fkilful difputant, we do 
net think that much credit is due to 
him for his liberality and candour. 
ln this opinion we are confirmed 
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by the repeated doubts which he in. 
finuates re{pecting Dr. Prieftley's 
fincerity in the religion which he 
hath undertaken to defend, 

To this reply Dr. Priettley has 
publifed an antwer in his “ Letters 
tothe Jews, part the Second.” In 
thefe Letters he complains of his op- 
ponent’s deficiency in candour and 
learning, and contends, that no fa. 
tistalory account can be given of 
the difpgrfion of the Jew s, without 
confklering it as a divine puni(h. 
ment for their rejedion of Chri; 
and thar the prophecies cannot be 
rationally explained, if their refer- 
ence to Jefus as the Mefliah is de- 
nied. His arguments be prefles 
with renewed force and f{pirit, with- 
out loting that difpaffionate candid 
temper, in which his firft publica- 
tion on this fubje&t was written. 

Mr. Bicheno’s ‘* Friendly Ad- 
drefs to the Jews, &c.” feems to 
have originated in a perfuafion, that 
the arguments in favour of Chritti- 
anity, would be more likely to pro- 
duce conviction, if fupported on 
the ground of orthodoxy. This 
addrets is written with great atten- 
tion, earnettnefs, and candour; and 
the author is particularly fuccefstul 
when he combats the opinion of 
Mr. Levi, that the prefent flate of 
the Jews is only a continuation of 
the Bubylonifh captivity ; and when 
he contends, that ** however his 
arguments may affeét the opinions 
ot Dr. Prieitley, they form no ob- 
jection againft the Chriftian religi- 
on.” 

The * Letter to the Jews: with 
occafional remarks on a late addrets 
to them by Dr. Priefiley, by a Lay- 
man,” is alfo deferving of praife, 
as a benevolent, candid, and judi- 
cious performance. Although the 


author differs greatly from Dr. 

Prieftley in his opinion refpecting 

the perfon of Chnit, he — 
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the fpirit with which his letters are 
gritten, and warmly recommends 
god fupporis the evidence and rea- 
foning which they contain in favour 
of Chriftianiry. 

Mr. Swain in his examination of 
“ The Objections of Mr. David 
Levi to the Mifffon, Conduct, and 
Doctrine of our Lord Jefus Chriit,” 
befide,endeavouring to remove the 
general prejudices of the Jews, is 
particularly employed in reconciling 
their minds to the reception of the 
doftrine of the Trinity. How tar 
his labours will be ferviceable to the 
interefls of the gotpel, we will not 
take upon ourfelves to decide. 

** Jetus Chriit che true God, and 
only objeét of fupreme adoration, 
in 2 vols. by J. Hodfon M. D.”” is 
a work which appears to have been 
written under a tlrong conviction of 
the truth and importance ot the 
doctrine for which he contends. In 
the firit vol. he endeavours to efta- 
blith his opinion, which he thus ex- 
plains: ** That the telf exittent 
Deity is unapproachable; that the 
fon, or glorified humanity, is the 
medium by, through, or im which 
we worlliip the father, or divinity ; 
that in worfhipping the Lord Jefus 
Chriff, we worthip the one true 
and only God, in whom is a Triniry 
of nature, Father, Son, and Holy 
Ghott, united in one glorified per- 
fon.”? In the 2d. vol. he coniiders 
the objections which may be broughe 
againit his hypothetis; and con- 
cludes it by an appendix, contain- 
ing obfervations on an examination 
of Mr. Robinfon’s piea. It our 
author has not brought forwards 
any, powerful critical abilities in aid 
of that fide of the queftion which 
he favours, he has convinced us, 
peverthelefs, of his acquaintance 
with the belt arguments which are 
ufually adduced, and of the com- 
mendable view with which he has 
publithed them. 
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Mr Parkhurft, in bis demonfiru- 
tion from feripture, of “ The Di- 
vinity and pre-exiftence of our 
Lord and Saviour Jefus Chrift; in 
aniwer to Dr. Prieiiley’s Introduc- 
tion to his Hiftory of Early Opini- 
ons, &c.”’ retts a confiderable pare 
ot his proof on the plural termina 
tion of the word elohim, which he 
endeavours to fhew, implies that 
there is more than one perfon in 
the godhead. ‘This reafoning he 
fupports by bis explanation of the 
language of the New Teftsment, 
and, particularly, by that of the 
Evangelitt John. In a pofticripe 
he detends the conclufions which 
he draws trom the plural termina- 
tion in the name of God, again 
the critical obfervations of Mr. Gil- 
bert Wakefield. Whatever claims 
Mr. Parkhurft may have to jearning 
and ingenuity, we do notthink that 
he has been more fuccefsful than 
others who have gone betore him, 
in defence of his tuvourite fubje ct. 
His reafonings are not new; the 
paflages ot Scripture to which he 
makes an appeal, are fuch as have 
again and ayain been difcufled by 
the writers in this controverfy : and 
as to apy additional iumination we 
have not reccived it from the treae 
tite before us. 

Dr. Geddes in his * Letrer to 
Dr. Pricitley attempts to prove, by 
one prefcriptive Argument, thar the 
divinity of Jefus Chrift was a Pri- 
mitive Tenet of Chriftianity.” The 
argument which our author fixes 
on is, the decilion of the firft gene- 
ral council ot Nice. ‘Their teitimo- 
ny, {uppofing them to be men of 
common fenie, and common inte- 
grity, together with the difputes 
between the Homoufians and Ho- 
moioufians, who agreed in receive 
ing the doctrine, but differed in 
their manner of explaining ir, he 
confiders to be cecilive of the quef- 
tion. It would be foreign to the 
nature 
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nature of our work, to enquire into 
the credit due, in this debate, to 
the determination of a number of 
men, in the fourth century, who 
were called together by Conttantine, 
for the exprefs purpofe of condemn- 
ing Arius and his followers, and 
of eftablithing, by an authoritative 
decree, the orthodox do¢trine. We 
cannot but oblerve, however, that 
the argument does not lofe any of 
its weight in our author’s hands. 
His letter difcovers him to be pof- 
feffed of extenfive knowledge, and 
equal ingenuity; and is written 
with a fpirit and temper that add 
credit to his character asa man, and 
as a Chriftian. 

Mr. Madan’s ‘ Letters to Dr, 
Prieitiey, &c.” are employed in fup- 
porting the arguments in favour of 
the Trinity, which are drawn from 
the Old Teftament ; and in defend- 
ing the character of Paul againit the 
alledged mifreprefentations and at- 
tacks of that writers If Mr. Ma- 
din haped for faccefs and fame from 
entering the lits againit the great 
ehampion of berefy, he has taken 
the moitt effectual meafures to defeat 
his own withes; as the mott grofs 
‘liberality, and total want of ail 
proper decoruin, are the moft pro- 
minent features in his publication. 

Dr. Prieitley’s ** Letters to Dr. 
Horne, dean of Canterbury; tothe 
Young Men who are in a Courfe of 
Education for the Chriitian Minifiry 
at the Univerfities of Oxford and 
“ambridge ; to Dr. Price ; and to 

‘y. Parkhurft, on the Subject of 
the Perfon of Chriit,”’ are intended, 
partly, to defemd the Unitariaa doc- 
trine, and his former labours in the 
fupport of it, againit the advocates 
for Athanafianifm and Arianifm ; 
and, partly, to exeite in the minds 
of the ftudents in divinity in the 
wniverfities, a fpirit of enquiry into 
the truth of thofe doctrines which 


they are called upon to fubferibe 
In this work our author manifetts 
his ufual acutenefs and addrefs as 
a polemic, and fuccetsfuily vindj. 
cates himfelf againit the infinua- 
tions which had been thrown out 
refpecting his deficiency in the 
knowledge of the learned languages, 

The laft publication was - {oon 
followed by an angry * Addrefs to 
the Candidates+.a¢ Orders in both 
Univertities, on he fubject of Dr, 
Prieftley’s Letters to them,” in 
which the writer is fo warm and 
virulent, as to injure rather than 
ferve the caufe which he efpoutes, 
Inftead of pitying his opponent for 
his mittaken views of divine truth, 
he roundly charges him with im. 
piety and blafphemy; and doubts 
not, that if he had lived in the 
time of our Saviour, * he would 
have been among the foremott of 
thofe, whofe deiettable hands were 
lifted up to deftroy the God of their 
lite, the author of their eternal fal- 
vation.” 

The ‘** Letter to the Rev. Dr. 
Prieitley, by an Unuer-graduate,” 
contauis an attack on the addrefs 
of that gentleman to the itudents of 
the two univerfities, fultained with 
much threwdnefs and humour; and 
occalionally animadverts on the 
auxiliary labours of Mr. Lindfey 
in the Unitarian controverfy, 

*¢ A Declaration of my. lait Sen- 
timents on the different Doctrines of 
Religion, by the late Pierre Frangois 
le Courayer, D. D.”’ trantlated trom 
the edition publifhed in French from 
the MS. ot theauther, by Dr. Bell, 
prebendary of Weftminiler, is a pub- 
lication that reflects great honour 
on the memory of that worthy mao, 
from the unaftected fpirit of liberali- 
ty and candour which it breathes. 
Notwithftanding that he lived and 
died in the communion of the Ro- 
man Catholic church, he was far 
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from approving many of the opini- 
ons and fuperilitions which have 
been introduced into it.  Againtt 
thefe he delivers his proteft with 
Chriftian freedom and fimplicity. 
But the moft ftrikine part ot thefe 
lait fentiments explains the view 
which he entertained refpecting the 
perfon of Chrift. This is fo clear 
and fimple, apd fo happily illuitrat- 
ed by the language of the New 
Teftamenr, that it highly deferves 
the attention of thofe who are en- 
yaged in the difpuic re{pecting the 
Trinity. 

The ‘* Thoughts on the Pro- 
grefs of Socinianifm ; with an en- 
quiry into the Caufeand Cure, &c.” 
appear to be the production of more 
than one perfon, auxious to pre- 
vent the fpread of what is deemed a 
dangerous and growing herefy. 
Thefe Thoughts are addreffed to 
minifters of all denominations, who 
are earneftly exhorted to unite their 
zealous efforts in this good work, 
We can have no doubt of the feri- 
oufnefs and good intention of the 
authors of this pamphler; but we 
cannot well underftand from it what 
particular mode of oppofition they 
would recommend, or what parucu- 
lar doctrine refpecting the perfon of 
Chrift they would adopt in the 
room of the Socinian. To thefe 
Thoughts is added a letter to Dr. 
Price, on his late Sermons on the 
Chriftian Doétrine, in which the 
authors blame him for not giving 
fome more favourable views of the 
doétrine of the Trinity, as well as 
for being filent refpecting the Holy 
Spirit. 

Dr. M‘Gill’s * Praétical Effay 
on the Death of Chrift,” is di- 
vided into two parts; the firft of 
which treats of the Hiftory, the fe- 
cond of the Doétrine and Death of 
Chrift! The fentiments of our 
author are liberal and rational ; they 
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are delivered in perf{picuous and 
Nervous language; and appear to 
be the conclutions of a pious and 
well informed mind, after a diligent 
and honett enquiry after truth. 

The treatife on ‘* The Liberty 
of the Human Will; or Salvation 
attainable to all within the Sound of 
the Gofpel,” isa modeft endeavour 
to prove that the doctrines of pre- 
deitination and reprobation are ine 
confittent with the natural and jut 
fenfe of {cripture. In the Appendix, 
the author offers his thoughts oa 
the divine preicience, in which, 
while he allows of the poffibility of 
that attribute, in the moft exten- 
five fenfe which has ever been ad- 
mitted, he thinks it reafonable to 
conclude that God ** did not ex- 
ercife fuch a forefight, as fuch an 
exertion appears inconfiftent with 
infinite wifdom, becaufe contrary to 
order; a3 laying a reilraint en ine 
finite gooduefs and mercy, which 
are free and unconfined, and cone 
tradicting all the rules of moral go- 
verpment.”” 

Mr. Cornifl’s “ Brief Treatife on 
the Divine Manifeflations to Man- 
kind in general, and to fome ia 
particular,” is a ferious, plain, and 
ufeful litth: work; calculated to 
imprefs the mind with juft and en- 
couraging views of the divine ade 
miniftration, and to excite the e- 
motions of rational piety. 

The * Le¢tures fuppofed to 
have been delivered by the Author 
of a View of the Interoal Evidence 
of the Chriftian Religion, toa felect 
Company of Friends,” contain an 
ingenious and plaufible defence of 
methodiftical principles, by a ftu- 
dent in the {cheol ot the late Soame 
Jenyns. The fubjects of them are, 
taith in Chrift, as fomething wide- 
ly differing from, and fuperior to a 
rational conviction of the truth of 
Chriftianity ; the caufes of infideli- 
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eh among which are enumerated 
e candour, and rational refine- 
ments of modern divines; the ne- 
eeffity of revelation; the afcenfion 
of Chrift; the credibility of reveal- 
ed religion ; the importance of ree 
velation; and humility. The lan- 
guage in which thele Lectures are 
Written is, in general, accurate and 
elegant: and the talents of the au- 
thor appear fo refpectable, that we 
could with to fee them employed in 
a@ more rational fervice. By thote, 
however, who can relif the doc- 
trines of the Tabernacle, this per- 
formance will be held in high etti- 
mation. 

In mentioning the fermons of the 
year 1787, we ‘hall, in the firtt 
place, announce the publication of 
2 third volume of ** Sermons on 
various Subjects, and preached on 
feveral Occations, by’ the fate rev. 
‘Thomas Franklin 1D. D. Chaplain 
in ordinary to his Majeity, &c.” 
The fubjects ot thefe difcouries are 
plain and practical; and the execu- 
tion of them is fuch as will juftity 
the hope of the editor, that the 
will be found ‘ not lefs valor 4 
ing, or lefs worthy of patronage 
than thofe of the preceding vo- 
lumes.” For the character ot thofe 
volumes, we refer the reader to our 
account of the Domettic Literature 
of the year 1786. 

Mr. Dupre has, likewife, pub- 
lithed an additional volume of 
* Sermons on various Subjects,” 
which poflefs many ef the fume ex- 
celiencies, and we wilh that we 
were not obliged to add, fome of 
the fame defects whith we noticed 
in his firt volume. His imagina- 
tion itil] continues to be more lively 
than his tafte is correct; and his 
metaphars ae frequently indift nc 
and mifapplied. But we do not 
mein, bv thefe obfervations, to 
detract from our author's real 


| 


merits. Thefe are difcoverable in 
in the fpirit of chearfu! Piety which 
his difeourfes breathe ; and their 
uniform tendency to promote vir- 
tuous moral conduct. To thole 
who read ferinons for inftruétion 
and not for amufement ; and ef. 
pecially to thofe whofe fentiments, 
ike our authou’s, are conformable 
to the articles of our ettablithed 
church, this voluine will be an ac- 
ceptable prefent. 

A fecond volume of * Sermone 
by David Lamont, D. D. Chaplain 
to His Royal Highnefs the Prince 
of Wales,” hath alfo been publifh. 
ed during the prefent year. The 
firit volume, which appeared before 
the commencement of our annual 
labours, was remarkable for the 
author’s frequent affectation of pue- 
rile conceits, incongruous meta. 
phors, and a difgutting protufton 
of merctricious ornaments. The 
volume before us is a laudable tef- 
timony to the great improvement 
which he has made, in tafte and in 
judgment. The ftyle of it is, in 
general, correct and elegant; the 
language manly and animated ; and 
the fentiments hberal and juft. 
Still, however, there is roem for 
improvement: and we would re- 
commend to the author a grewing 
jealoufy of his fondnefs for fplen- 
did imagery, and far-fetched fimi- 
lies. By exercifing that attention 
and care cf which he is evidently 
capable, we fhould not defpair of 
feeing Dr. Lamont acquire a very dif- 
tinguifhed rank among pulpitorators. 

When we publifhed our account 
of Domettic Literature for the year 
1786, we had not met with a vo- 
lume of ** Sermons on different 
Subjects, by the rev. John Hewlett, 
of Magd lene C llege, Cambridge, 
&c.” which, otherwife, would have 
been juitly entitled to our notice. 


Thefe difcourtes afford unqueftion- 
able 




















able proofs of the abilities, liberality 
and piety of the author. The fub- 
jects of them are interefting and 
important; their language fimple 
and elegant; and the uleful and 
valuable {entiments which they con- 
tain are conveyed ip a manner that 
is powerfully adapted to affect the 
heart, and to influence the conduct. 
As for thofe trifling defects which 
a rigid ceafor might point out in 
this volume, they are abundantly 
counterballanced by its general and 
itcrling merits. 

The ** Sermons by G. Gregory 
F. A. S. Author of Effays Hittori- 
cal and Moral, &c.” form another 
valuable addition to the excellent 
publications of this kind, by which 
our countrymen have been emi- 
neatly diftinguifhed, They are fen- 
fible, ferious, and inftructive, Their 
ityle, in general, is correct and 
energetic; and in their conftruction, 
the author hath maintained a hap- 
py medium between the loofe eflay- 
form of many modern compofitions, 
and the perplexing arrangment of 
the fermons of the laft century. 
Theiv liberal fpirit, likewife, will 
be a Warm recommendation of them 
to the candid and dilpailionate rea- 
der. To thefe difcourfes 1s prefix- 
ed an effay on the compolition and 
delivery of a fermon; in which 
Mr. Gregory has given many ex- 
ccllent obfervations on the fubject, 
arrangement, and ftyle of fuch 
compofitions, which are highly de- 
ferving of the attention of the 
younger clergy. 

In the ** Difcourfes preached at 
the Cathedral Church of Winchef- 
er, by James Webiter, B. D. Fellow 
of St. John’s College in Cam- 
bridge,” befide feveral ufeful and 
practical fubjects, which the author 
has treated in a plain, fenfible, and 
judicious manner, we are prefented 
with an examiaation c the five 
373875 
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caufes) to which the fudden propa 
gation ot Chrittiaitiry is imputed by 
Mr. Gibbous and aa enquiry inid 
the rife, progrefs, and doctrines of 
methodifin. The auchor’s remarks 
on Mr. Gibbon are by no means 
deftitute of ingeauity and Weg ht ; 
though they are fometines deliver- 
ed in a phraftoloyy which the 
friends of that gentleman will co w- 
plain of, as unWarrantable and iili- 
beral. But the difcourte relaung 
to the methodiits, does not thew the 
author to be thoroughly acquatared 
either wath the hiftory, or the pria- 
ciples of that party of Chriflians. 
Of this they reader will want no 
other pfoof whea he finds Mr. 
Webiter obferving, that wé are to 
look back to the ara of Jotun Cal- 
vin’s minittry in rggt, for the ort- 
gin of this fect; and that their dif 
unguifhiig principle is the ductrine 
of predeilination and clection. 

The volunte of ** Sermous b 
Charles Symonds, B. D. of Clare 
Hall, Cambridye,” is a publication 
ot confiderable merit, though the 
author indulges too treely to the 
fire and luxuriance of youth. M.- 
hy of his prelintinary obfervations 
on the compolition of a fermon, 
and on the trequent ufe of the words 
of feripture, meet with our ready 
concurrence. His illuftrations of 
fcripture are often natural and 
beautiful; aod his remarks forcible 
and pious. His arrangement, Ike- 
wife, is generally jult and perfpi- 
cuous. We would, however, fe- 
commend it to our author, in any fu- 
ture publication, to avoid novel and 
affected epithets, in which there is 
more quaiutnefs than encryy; and 
to labour more alfiduoully, after 
correctnefs. By an atiention to 
this advice, he will be in no dan- 
get of repretling the proper warmtit 
and ardour ot his compofitions; and 
may outltrip mpy of his compey- 
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tors for the palm of pulpit elo- 
uence. 

Of the “* Eighteen Practical Ser- 
mous upon interefling Subjects, by 
the Rev. William ‘Jaber, B. A. 
late Lecturer of St. Bartholomew’s 
Chapel in Birmingham,” we are 
told, in an advertifement, that they 
were never intended by the author 
for the public eye ; and that they 
are pow printed for the beneht of 
his widow and tamily. Under thefe 
cirgymftances, it would be unjutt 
atid cruel to judge of them by the 
rules of ftrict criticifm. They are 
‘piain and pious; and evidence the 
author’s zealous attachment to the 
principles of orthodoxy. 

Such alfo is the character of the 
** Sermons on Evangelical and Prac- 
tical Subjects, by the late Rev. 
William C ruden, A. M. Minitter 
of the Gofpel, in Crown Courr, 
London ” which are publifhed un- 
der fimilar circumflances. ‘Thole 
who were accuftomed to be editied 
under the exhortstions of Mr. 
Cruden, will recoguize, in this vo- 
lum:, his genuine productions, 
and confider him, though dead, as 
yet {peaking to them. 

Dr. Priettley’s ** Difcourfes on 
various Subjects, including feveral 
on pasticulur occafions,’’? confiil, 
partly, of fuch as have been printed 
feparately, on different oceations ; 
and, parily, of fuch as are new to 
the public. The fubjects of the 
latrer are, the Dunger ot bad Ha- 
bits ; the Duty of not being afham- 
ed of the Gofpel ; clorying in the 
Crots or Chritt; taking the Crofs 
and tollowing Chritt; and the Evi- 
dences of Chriftianity trom the Per- 
fecutions of Chrittians. Thefe fub- 
jects are treated in a familiar and 
ufeful manner, with the author’s 
ifual good fenfe and liberality ; 
and will attord pleature and inttruc. 
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tion to thofe who hold no a- quian. 
tance with the do¢tor’s peculiar o. 
pinions. 

From the number of fingle fer. 
mous which have been publithed 
during ‘the prefent vear, we thall 
fclect only the two following as the 
objects of oar particular novice 
The firit is Dr. Horfley’s difcourfe 
*©On the Analogy between the 
Light ot Infpiration, and the Light 
of Li -arning, aS Quahfications fer 
the Minittry ; preached in the Ca. 
thedral C burch of Glocefter, ata 
public ordinirion of Priefts and 
Deacons.” The intention of the 
author is to fhew, that as the mira- 
culous gifts bellowed upon the firft 
preachers of Chriftianity, were de- 
firned to fupply the want of learn- 
ing, ** fu, in thefe later ayes, 
learning i is inftead of them:” and 
that the practice of modern enthu- 
fiatls, who aftect to defpife its ad- 
vantares, and to depend on their 
zcal and fervor, is not lefs incon- 
fiftent with the true fpirit of the 
apotiles, and the genume craning 
of their language refpecting the 
vain pretenders to feience, than it 
is contrary to reafon and common 
{enie. "This difcourfe i3 a learned 
and elegant compofition ; and dif- 
covers marks of Dr. Hortley’s ufual 
ingenuity and acutenefs. But we 
cannot give our fanction to feveral 
of his incidental obfervations, and 
the conclutions which he draws 
trom them. And we imagine, that 
many of his readers will objet » in 
the firtt inftance, to the conjecture 
on which his fubf quent reafon ng 
is built; viz. that there were none 


dilting ‘extraordinary gifts of the 
{fpirit beftowed upon the firft Chril- 
tian churches, and nine dittnét ec- 
cletisit:cal offices, corre! (ponding to 
the former: and ‘that in thefe offi 
ces is evidently difcernible the eflae 
blifh- 
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blifiment of a Chriflian hierarchy, 
within little more than halt a cene 
tury after the death of Chrift. 

ihe other fingle fermon of which 
we fall make any mention, is that 
af De. Price on * The Evidence of 
a future Period of Improvement in 
the State of Mankind; with the 
Means and Duty of promoting it; 
delivered tothe Supporters ota New 
Academical Laftitution among Pro- 
teftant Ditlenters.”” This difcourfe 
is writen under fuch liberal and cn- 
larged views of things, as muft ren 
der it highly acceptatle to the ye- 
nerous and benevolent mind. ‘The 
leading idea ot the author, that 
human nature is in a gradual fate 
of progretlion, is a pleafing and 
beautttul, as well as a philofophi- 
cal idea, and is ably fiipported by 
an appeal to feripture and te tacts. 
His obfervations on the analogy 
between the improvements in nas 
tural, and in religious knowledge, 
are fenfible ind ftriking; and bis 
conclufion fair and juft, that ** it 
would be ftrange, indeed, if men 
were not likely to underitand reli- 
gion beft, when they underftood 
bett all other fubjects; or if an in- 
creafe of general knowledge only 
lcft us more in the dark in ‘Theolo- 
gy: The reatfons, alfo, which he 
alligns for the tlow and partial pro- 
pagation of Chriftianity in the 
world, are convincing and fatisfac- 
tory. To this difcourte there are 
annexed reports of the progrefs and 
funds of the new inftitution; from 
which it appears, thatthe fpirit and 
liberality of its funders continue 
warm and active, as atthe firft; 
and that they enjoy increaling pros 
{pects of its extentive uulity. 

As we have no recollection of 
the publication of any metaphyfical 
treatifes, during the prefent year, 
We fhall now proceed, according to 
our citablifhed order, to take notice 
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of fuch works as areto be referred to 
the head of government and law. 

In ** An Hittorical View ot the 
Englih Governmen’, &c. by John 
Mallar, efq. Profetior of Law in 
the Univerfity of Glitgow,” we 
meet with an interetting difplay of 
the gradual progrefs ot the bnelids 
conititution, from the earlicit pe- 
riods of its hiflory, accompanied 
with philofophical reflections on 
human nature, and the progrefs of 
fociety. The whole of the author's 
plan is divided by him into three 
books. The firft comprehcids the 
feries of events from the fertleent 
of the Saxons tn Britainto the Nor- 
man Conquefi; the fecoad trom 
the reign of William the Conqueror 
to the accellion of the houfe of 
Stewart; and the third trom the 
reign of James the Firft to the pres 
fenttime. In his firil book Mr. 
Millar, afcer giving a preliminary 
account of the flate of Britain under 
the dominion of the Romans, treats 
of the conqucft ot England by the 
northern Barbarians; the divifion 
of the country under the various 
chiefs by whom that people were 
conducted; the fubfequent union 
of thofe principalities under one 
fovereign ; and the courfe of public 
tranfactions under the Saxon and 
Danifh monarchs. In a clofe and 
diligent invefligation of thefe dark 
times in which the foundation of 
our prefent conftitution was laid, 
our author has given fuch eviden- 
ces of patient enquiry, and calm 
judicious reafoning, as reflect the 
higheft honowr on his abilities and 
ingenuitye ‘Ihe fecond book is de- 
voted to enquiries refpecting the 
changes introduced into :he Eng lifts 
conititution at the time of the Nore 
man conqueit; the courts of juftice; 
the gradual progreis of ¢ ch fiattical 
juritdiftion and authority ; the hif- 
tory of the parliament; the kings 
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ly power fromthe reiyn of Edward 
the Firit, to that of Henry the 
Seventh; the alterations in the fiate 
of the ordinary courts of juftice; the 
eilablifhmentofthe courtsefcommon 
law at Wetiminfter; the petty jury 
and the grand jury; the Circum- 
ftances which prevented the civil 
law trom being fo much ingorpo- 
r.ted in the fyttems of Englith ju- 
rifprudence, as in that of other 
European countries; the rife of the 
court of Chancery; and the cir- 
cumitances which promoted com- 
merece, and the arts, in modern 
Europe, and particularly in Eng- 
lind. In this book Mr. Millar in- 
veitigates the changes that took 
place in the Enghth government 
with unufual accuracy and perfpi- 
cuitv; and when he ditters from 
thofe who have written before him 
on the fame tubjects, he fupports 
his opinions, either by unqueition- 
able hittorical evidence, or by the 
molt torcible and fatisfactory rea- 
foning. For the third pare of our 
autho:’s plan, which is defynd 
to point out the improvement made 
in the Englith government, from 
the acecifion of the heufe ot Stewart 
to the piefent tine, with the pre. 
fent flate of the Britith conflitution 
m all its prive:pal branches, we 
look forward with much impatience, 
and with the highett expectations. 
The ftyle of this work is, in gene- 
ral, nervous and chafte, and fuffi- 
ciently ornamented tor a philofo- 
phical pertoimance. And its gene- 
ral merits are fo great, as to fecure 
to its author a latting reputation in 
the republic of letters. 

*¢ Pou-Row: an Hiftorieal and Cri- 
tical Enquiry into the Phyfology 
and Pathology ot Parliaments,” is a 
work of that mixed complexion, that 
we were for fome time at a lofs, whe- 
ther so introduce it in this place or 
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in our political department, Teg 
quaint and znigmatical title is come 
pofed of two fyllibles, by which 
as we are informed, the Egyptians 
exprefled the executive power, In 
the firit part of this work the author 
enquires into the origin and conitis 
tution of parliaments; in which 
his knowledge ot the fundamental 
principles of the Britith conftitution 
appears to be exceedingly defedive, 
The deétrine of modern reformers 
he dereils and execrates: and as 
they derive al! power from the peo- 
ple, he endeavours to prove that it 
refided originally with the king ; 
and that parliaments were in their 
{tate of perfection at a time when 
it has been generally tuppofed that 
the Englith conttitution was but in 
embryo; when, as he fays, the 
commons were contented with 
their own place, and had not yet 
conceived tbe flattering, but perni- 
cious idea of a popular government,” 
In the pathological part the author 
gives an account of the real and 
fuppofcd defects in the prefent con- 
{titution of parliament, together with 
his new plan for a reform. The 
purport of this plan is, to extend 
the prerogatives of the crown, but 
under a nominal fubjection to the 
laws; to increafe the influence of 
the ariftocratic branch of the cone 
ftitution ; and to diminish the power 
of the people. From this account 
of our author’s principles, which 
we have given in as compreffed a 
form as poffible, our readers will be 
able to judge of the detign and ten- 
dency of this publication. As to 
its general execution, it is written 
in a peculiar and fanciful, but at 
the fame time in a fpirited and 
pleafing manner: and we have 
often found the author’s obfervae 
tions to be acute and fenfible, though 
the Opinions which he cadeavours 
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to efablifh are not confentaneous 
to what we judye to be the fpirit of 
the Britifh conitirurjon. 

The * Comparative Reflections 
on the paft and prefert Political, 
Commercial, and Civil State of 
Great Britain, with fone Thoughts 
concerning Emigration, by Rich- 
ard Champion, efq.” are delivered 
in the form of letters toa friend, 
dated at fea, in 1784, on the author’s 
paflage fiom Englind to America. 
The fubjects of thefe letters are of 
confiderable importance, and have 
frequently employed the pens of 
our ableft writers on finance, com- 
merce, and politics. After an in- 
troductory letter on the motives for 
his quitting this country, the au- 
thor enters into a difcuffion of the 
national debt, and the preient peace 
eftablifyment, in which he indulges 
to the moft gloomy views, which 
experience and the prefent ftate of 
things will by no means concur in 
juftitying. After this he takes a 
view ot the fyftem of government 
during the prefent reign; which, 
excepting the adminiftrations of lod 
Rockingham and the duke of Port- 
land, he feverely cenfures as ‘* an 
heterogeneous mixture of debility 
and intolence, tyranny and corrup- 
tion.”” Mr. Champion, in the next 
place, enquires into the principles 
of the different parvies who have by 
turns fucceeded to the helm, and 
the motives of the whig leaders in 
forming the coalition, of which he 
ig atriend and admirer. The fol- 
lowing leiters are on the ftate of the 
commerce of Great Britain before 
the war, and fince the peace ; the 
former and the prefent itiate of the 
manners of the people of Great 
Britain ; and on the fubject of emi- 
gration from this country. In thefe 
letters the author is evidently guilty 
et palpable errors, and biafled by 
Wojultifiable prejudices aguinit the 
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country which he has deferted. In 
the reprefentation which he gives 
of the corruption of the people, 
and in the compariion which he 
draws between the vices of Rome 
before its full, and thofe which vre- 
vail in England, he exaggerates 
matters beyond all pofible trurh, 
We do ‘not fay that many of his 
obfervations relating to France, the 
principles of foreign commerce, 
and the public manners, are not des 
ferving of attention and regard: 
but his reflections are fo frequently 
accompanied by the effulions of a 
virulent party fpirit, that they are 
not likely to fecure to themfelves a 
difpaffionate and favourable recep. 
tion. 

From the pen of the marquis de 
Cafaux, the public hath received a 
** fecond”’ and “ a third Continua 
tion of Thoughts on the Mechanifm 
of Societies.’” In thefe publications 
our lively and entertaining writer 
engages in a vindication et the doce 
trines which he had laid down in his 
former work, againtt the objections 
which have been brought againft 
them as paradoxical and vifionary, 
Though we think that, in feveral 
initances, he hath fucceeded, and 
have received greater pleafure from 
his defences, thin from his original 
thoughts, yet we find ourfelves ob- 
liged {till to except againtt many of 
his principles and conclulions. Thefe 
continuations, however, hold oue 
to the Britifh reader the fame bright 
profpects with the author’s former 
work ; and may be recommended as 
affording a proper antidote to that 
gloominefs and de{pondency, which 
the dark colourings and ominous 
predictions of the lait mentioned 
writer are calculated to excite. 

«© A Political Survey of the Pree 
fent State of Europe, &c. by F. A. 
W. Zimmermann, Proteffor of Na- 
tural Philofophy at Brunfwic,” con- 
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fifts of fixteen different tables, con- 
taining a general comparative view 
of the forces, government, extent 
and population of the different king- 
doms of Europe; to which are 
added, obfervations and remarks on 
the productions, wealth and com- 
merce of the countries which he 
defcribes. The author does not 
prefent this work to his readers * as 
the refult and effence of what is 
known concerning the prefent ftate 
of Europe,” but only as the out- 
lines of a larger treatife, which he 
means to * fill up, at a future pe- 
riod, with «ore circumftantial and 
beter arranged intelligence.” The 
chief fources of his information 
have been the political works of 
his countrymen the Germans, 
whofe attention has been very much 
engaged, of late years, by fuch kind 
of diiquifitions, From the work 
before us we have received much 
pleature and in‘ormation, which we 
coniider as an earneft only of what 
we may farther expect from the au- 
thor’s abilities and application. 
The “* Detence of the Conftitu- 
tion of Government of the United 
Stites ot America, by John Adams, 
L.L.D."" was pubhithed to combat 
an opinion of Mr. Turgot’s in his 
letter to Dr. Price, that the flates of 
America, in forming their conftitu- 
tion’, have imirared the cuftoms of 
Enyland, without any particular 
motive ; and that inftead of colle&- 
ine all authornty into one centre, 
thot of the nation, they have efta- 
bifhed ditf rent bodies ; a body of 
reprefentatives, a council, and a 
governor, becaufe there is in Eng- 
Janda houle of commons, a houfe 
of lords, and a king, The great 
object of Alr, Adams is to enquire 
into the meaning of Mr. Turgot’s 
indeterminate expreffion, ** one cen- 
tre, that of the nation;” to expofe 
the adfurd:ty of hie theory; and to 
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fhew, that a mixture of the three 
powers, the regal, the ariftucratical 
and the democratical, properly ba: 
lanced, compofes the mot periect 
form of government, and is the beft 
calculaied jor the fecurity of poli. 
tical happinefs. Of this important 
and intereiling work, two volumes 
have been publifhed during the pres 
fent year. In the firit volume the 
author examines, with a penetrating 
and philofophical eye the mott ce. 
lebrated ftates and commonwealths 
of antiquity, and the opinions of 
the beft ancient and modern philo- 
fophers, who have written on the 
hy, en of their government, 

is remarks on thefe are fenfible 
and valuable; and his conclufions 
are fupported by an appeal to the 
unequivocal and decilive teftimony 
of hiftory and experience, In the 
fecond volume Mr. Adams lays be- 
fore his re.ders a fkeich of the hif- 
tory of the Italian republics of the 
middle age; to which he has ane 
nexed obiervations on the excellen- 
cies and imperfections of their go- 
vernments, ‘Thefe obfervations are 
ingenioufly and forcibly applied by 
him to the confirmation of his fa- 
vourite principle. Of this work we 
cannot but exprefs a very high and 
favourable opinion, It poficiles nus 
merous proofs of the author’s learn- 
ing, judgment, and manlinefs of 
fentiment, as well as of his tincere 
and ardent defire to be ferviceable 
to his native country, But we, 
perhaps, are the more partial in its 
favour, on account of the fine pane- 
gyric which it contains on our own 
happy conftitutton; a panegyric 
which is fupported not only on the 
ground of general reafoning, but by 
authentic facts and determinate xe 
periments. 

The * Obfervations on the Land 
Revenue of the Crown,’’ contain 


an authentic and accurate aceount 
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of all the crown lands; of the 
changes in their value, at different 
periods, from the reign of Wiiliam 
the Conqueror to the prefent time ; 
and the ftroyg reafons which may 
be alledged in favour of the propofed 
alienation of them. This land re- 
venue the author divides into fuch 
hereditaments of the crown, as 
© may be fuid to be either in poflef- 
fion and actual enjoyment, or in 
reveriion and expectancy. Of the 
former kind are, firft, the demife- 
able eftates, which being actually 
leafed out, or in a courte of leafing, 
produce a rent annual y, and alfoa 
fine upon renewal. Secondly, fee- 
farm reats, aud other reats of vari- 
ous kinds. Thirdly, honours, ma- 
nors, and hundreds, not in leafe, 
but under the care of tiewards ap- 
pyinted by patent, or by conititu- 
tion from the chancelior of the exe 
chequer, Fourthiy, lands in the 
occupation of the crown for the 
convenience of his maicity or the 
public fervice. And, ftilthly, all 
eflates and intere{ts which the crown 
hath in forefts and waties. Of the 
other kind, which may be con‘idered 
as being 1m reverfion or expectancy, 
are all hereditaments which may 
come tothe crown. Firil, for want 
of heirs ; or fecondly, by forfeiture ; 
or thirdly, by the limitstion of re- 
mainders to the crown.” We have 
pemesieny fpecified thefe different 

ranches of the land revenue, to 
give our readers a general idea upon 
the fubject, After ftating the whole 
ainount of this revenue, and de- 
feribing the manner in which it is 
now managed, the author fuggeiis 
a variety of meafures and projccts 
for the improvement of this 1mpor- 
tant object, Thefe obfervations are 
the refule of great attention to the 
fubject, and convey much uleful 
information to thofe who are defir- 
cus of becoming acquainted with it. 
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And they are peculiarly feafonable, 
at the prefent time, when it is the 
enquiry of parliament, how they 
can beft convert thefe unimproved 
and neglected eftates into an object 
of great national benefit. If public 
fame is to be credited, the ath ine of 
this interefling work is the honours 


able Mr. John Si. John, who was. 


for many years furveyor of the 
crown lands ; and who, confequent- 
ly, muft be peculiarly qualified to 
collect and to digett fuch a body of 
iniormation. 

** An Account of all the Manors, 
&c. in the different Counties of Eng- 
land and Wales, held by Leafe from 
the Crown, as con:ained in the Re. 
port of the Commulivners appointed 
to enguire into the Srate oa Condi- 
tion of the Royal Forells, &c.” 
will be principally acceptable to 
perfons potleifing, or interefted in, 
eitates held by leafe from the crowr, 
aud t@ geniicmen of thelaw. The 
particulars of this account are ar- 
ranged in columns, under diflinct 
heads. ‘The firit gives the countics 
in alphabetical order, with a brief 
defcription of the lands, houfes, 
&c. demifed in each. To thefe 
fucceed the names of the Icfites ;. 
the dates of the Lift leafes; the terms 
thereby granted; the periods of ex- 
piration ; the yearly value of the 
premifies .by the laft furvey; the 
fines received on the renewal; the 
old rents formerly received; the 
increafed and new rents furcharged, 
and to take place when the old oncs 
determine; ana oblervations on pare 
ticular matters contained in the ref 
vective leaics. 

Of a fimilar nature is another 
publication, entitled, * Report of 
the Commiflioners appointed to en- 
quire into the State and Condition 
of the Woods, Forefts, aod Lande 
Revenue of the Crown.” 

Mr. Howlett, in his pamphlet 

P 4 cailedy 






































—> 


» oe 


-_— 








(o323]9 DOMESTIC LITERATURE, 


called, “* Enclofures a Caufe of im- 
proved Agriculture, of Plenty and 
Cheapnets of Provifions, ot Popu- 
larion, and of both Private and Na- 
tional Wealth, &c.’’ enters into a 
particular examination of a pamph- 
let publithed about two years ago, 
called, a ** Political Enquiry into 
the Confequcnces of encloting Wafte 
Lands, &¢. and the *¢ Curtory Re- 
yoarks UpPo Knelolures, by a Coun- 
try Farmer,’ which we noticed in 
our Regifler of the laft year. In 
the courfe of this examination, our 
intelligent author reafons with his 
ufusl force and perfpicuity, and fa- 
tisfactorilv ‘points out the errors and 
jnaccuracies Of his antagonifts ; 
while he’ eftablifhes the pofitions 
with which he fets out, by a detail 
of acute and matterly arguments. 

' The * Suggeftions for rendering 
the Enclofure of common Fields 
and wafte Lands a Source of Popu- 
Jation and Riches, by Thomas Stone, 
Land and Tythe Surveyor,” are in- 
tended to counteract the vulgar pre- 
judices ayainit the practice for which 
he contends ; and as they are penned 
tn a plain and intelligible manner, 
they are better adapted than more 
clofe and laborious inveftigations, 
to the people for whom they are 
chiefly defigned. 

The * Letter to the Court of Di- 
rectors of the Society for improving 
the Britifh Fifheries, with a Plan 
for the Ereétion ot Villages,” ap- 
years to be the production of an in- 
telligent and judicious writer, and 
to merit the atrention of the gentle- 
men to whom it is addrefled. One 
particular object of his pamphlet is, 
to recommend the letting out land 
on building ‘leafes for twenty-one 
years, intlead of ereMing buildings 
fit the éxpence of the fociety. How 
far his propofal’ may meet with, or 
Oppole the prejudices of the inha- 


bitunts, we are not comprtent to de- 
e** ‘ 


termine. We doubt not, however, 
but that the direétors will delibe. 
rately weigh this and every other 
circumftance which ts meant to con. 
tribute to the fuccefs of their crear 
national object. , 

4 A Collection of Pamphlets con. 
cerning the Poor; with Abftraés 
of Poor's Rates; Expences of dif. 
ferent Houfes of Induftry, &c.” 
contains, 1. Some Propofals for em.- 
ploying of the Poor, efpecially in 
and about the City of London. By 
Thomas Firmin. Firft printed in 
1678. 2. Bread for the Poor; or, 
a Method of thewing how the Poor 
may be maintained and duly pro- 
vided for in a far more plenuiul, 
and yet cheaper Manner than they 
now are. By R. D. printed at Exe. 
ter, 1698. 3. Giving Alms no Cha- 
rity. By Daniel De Foe. Firit 
printed in 1704. 4. A Letter to 
the Citizens of Glafgow, contain- 
ing a fhort View of the Management 
of the Poor Funds. By a Citizen of 
Glafgow. Printed in 1783. 5. Some 
Reflections on the Poor’s Rates, and 
fome Tables taken from the Abftract 
of the Returns of the Overfeers of 
the Poor, made to the Houfeof Com- 
mons in 1776. 6. Specimen of 
Books of Accounts for Parith Poor. 
Thefe pamphlets do all of them 
contain ufetul hints and obfervations 
on the fubjects to which they refer; 
and are particularly deferving of 
recommendation at a time when the 
atrention of the nation is directed to 
revifal and correction ofour poor laws. 

The * Confiderations on the 
Bills for the better Relief and 
Employment of the Poor, &c. in- 
tended to be offered to Parliament 
this Seffion, by Thomas Gilbert, 
efq.’’ are the fruits of that gentle- 
man’s long and patient attention to 
the fubje¢t of our poor laws and 
their improvement. The principal 
propofals in his plan of reformation 

ares 
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are, that each county fhould be di- 
vided into diftriéts; that ** certain 
commillioners fhould be named in 
the bill tor each county; and that 
they, as perfons bei! qualified from 
ther reficence and knowledge of 
the country, fhould prefcribe what, 
and what number of parifhes fhould 
be thrown into a dittrict ;” and that 
houfes ot induliry fhould be erected 
in each diftrict tor the retidence and 
employment of the poor. Thefe 
ave the objecis which are intended 
to be comprehended in the firft of 
Mr. Gibert’s bills; and which are 
examined and difcufled in the pam- 
phlet betore us. The incorporating 
the poor ot feveral parifhes together, 
is an experiment which hath already 
been made in different parts of the 
kingdom; and, it fhould appear 
trom the returns delivered in to the 
houfe of commons, with confider- 
able fuccefs. ‘Thefe inftances the 
author adduces in fupport of that 
giteration in eur poor laws for which 
he is an advocate; and hopes that 
he may be -¢ juflified in the confi- 
dence, that what has had a good 
effect in fomecounties, may be likely 
to produce the fame good effect in 
the whole kingdom, efpecially when 
further improved by fuggeftions 
founded on later experience.’? What- 
ever be the opinion generally enter- 
tained of this new fyftem, and 
however powerful the objections 
which may be brought againtt it, 
Mr. Gilbert is entitled to the grate- 
ful acknowledgments of bis country. 
His labour and induftry have been 
unwearied and unexampled; and 
whether fuccefs attend them orother- 
wile, he muft enjoy thofe pleafing 
gratifications which are the reward 
ot active benevolence. 

‘© A Draught of a Bill for the 
Relief and Employment of the Poor, 
with Introductory Remarks, &c.”’ 
is an interefting and well written 
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pamphlet, an which the author une 
dertakes to prove, that all our alarms 
re{pecting the poor, have their fource 
only in the milapplication of the 
path money, in the relief of the 
poor, and the general neglect of 
finding proper employment tor thofe 
who are able; and that a revifionary 
act, founded on the fpirit of our 
prefent fyftem, * will furmoune 
every obftacle, and produce a reform 
at once fimple, certain, and imme- 
diately beneficial.” He is particus 
larly hoftile to thofe parts of Mr. 
Gilbert’s plan which recommend the 
eftablifment of county work houfes, 
and the appointment of public com- 
miiiioners inflead of the prefent ma- 
nagers of the poor, One part of 
his pamphlet is employed in fug- 
getting the idea of parith wo kfhops, 
which by affording employment to 
the induftrious poor, would enable 
them to relieve themfelves; and 
heave them at liberty to retire from 
them every day, ** to the comforts 
of their own fire fide, apd to engage 
in any other occupation that jnighe 
offer.” The reflections of this ano- 
nymous writer are fo fenfible, dif 
paffionate, and humane, that we 
cannot but recommend them to the 
aitention of all who are engaged in 
a reform of our poor laws, 

The author of ** the True Alarm! 
an Effay, fhewing the pernicious 
Influence of Houfes of Indufiry on 
the Political Interetts of this Coun. 
trv,” argues, alfo, fenfibly and 
fhrewdly, again{t the impolicy as 
well as inhumanity of uniting great 
numbers of the poor under one ju- 
rifdition, and in one houfe. Sych 
a plan, he apprehends, would tend 
greatly to the decreafe of popular 
tion, and have a fatal influence in 
s¢ {ubduing the manly fpirit of the 
lower ranks of the people, who, 
poor as they may be, are our great 
dependance for protection, fhould 

evs 
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our national intereft or fafety be in 
danger from foreign invafion or do- 
metic broils ; and who, poor as the 
lowelt are, ought not furely to have 
their condition rendered full worfe, 
by reducing them to a {late cf fla- 
very, in the fatal confequences of 
which even their fupeiiors might 
in time, be involved,”’ 

“A General Plan of Parochial 
and Provincial Police, by William 
Man Godichall, ef. one of his 
Majefty’s Juftices of the Peace for 
the County of Surry,’’ is the produc- 
tion of an intelligent and judicious 
author, who efidcavours to promote 
the great work of public reforma- 
tion, by urging on his brother ma- 
giftrates the prevention of crimes, 
by a ftrict execution of the laws 
calculated to fupport morality, and 
by an attention to the inftruction 
and morals of the rifling generation 
of the poor. The inflructions, like- 
wife, which he has added, to over- 
feers and conflables, for better re- 
gulating their refpecting parifhes, 
&c. appear well calculated by the 
worthy author to give them a tamj- 
liar and diftinét comprehenfion of 
the genera] duties of their offices. 

Mr. Gale in his fourth effay ** on 
the Nature and Principles of Public 
Credit, &c.”” brings torward a va- 
riety of objedlions againft the fyf- 
tem of redemption laid down in the 
late act of parliament for difcharg- 
ing the public debts; and explains 
the means by which the finking fund 
*¢imay be preferved in its proper 
line af fervice.” This effay is di- 
vided into four fections. In the 
firit Mr. Gale confiders the contents 
of the late act, which he declares 
to be not only extremely defective, 
but entirely ineffectual ; as the ac- 
tual reduction of the debt, for which 
it was intended to provide, can only 
take place in the time of peace, and 
that fuch parts of the debe as fhail 

3 


be redeemed during peace, muft in. 
evitably be again incurred during 
war. In the fecond fection, he is 
engaged in pointing out the means 
of correéting that defect, and of 
rendering the finking fund efficient, 
as wel! during war as peace. This, 
he fays, may be done, by a con. 
verfion of the debt into ftocks bears 
ing a higher intereft than that of 
the marker, {ubject toa limited cen- 
der tor the periodical redemptjon of 
the capital. The third fection is 
on the comparative value of anauity- 
flocks bearing different rates of in- 
tereft, and fibject to ditlerent tene 
ders for their redemption, In the 
fourth fection we are prefented with 
a brief account of the rile, progrefs, 
and prefenc thate of the public debis, 
From this fhort account of the work 
before us, our readers will be en- 
abled to form fome idea of the au- 
thor’s plan, which he fupports with 
confiderable abilities and ingenuity. 
To this Effay are added, in an Ap- 
pendix, many ufeful tables of the 
comparative values of redeemable 
annuity-flocks, bearing different 
rates of intereft, fubject to different 
tenders for the redemption of the 
capital, 

The author of ** Confiderati- 
onson the Annual Million Bill, &c.” 
exprefles, likewife, his diffatistaétion 
with it, chiefly, on account of that 
part of its principle which admits 
of horrowing money, in cafe of a 
deficiency, This practice he repro- 
bares as impolitical and ruinous; and 
warmly attacks thofe writers who 
have recommended it, The mea- 
fures which he recommends for dif- 
charging the public burthens are, 
by all honourable means to endea- 
vour to preferve the continuance of 
peace ; economy ; a linking fund 
fupported by a clear annual furplus, 
and not by lovns ; to lower the in- 
terc& of our debts when that can 
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with propricty be done; to avoid 
new loans, if poffible; but if that 
mutt, be to create new funds which 
fliall be more than fuflicient to pay 
the interefts; and lattly, to put an 
end, at once, to a very heavy an- 
nual expence, and to the principal 
caufe of a confiderable part of our 
prefent national debt, by the reftor 
ration of Gibraltar to the Spaniards, 
for a proper equivalent, 

The intennon of *¢ An Exami- 
nation of Mr, Pitt’s Plan for dimi- 
nifhing the Public Debt, by means 
of a Sinking Fund,” is to give fuch 
an account of that plan as may be 
intelligible to thofe whofe knowledge 
of calculation is exceedingly limited 
and confind. And this intention 
the author has executed ina clear and 
fatisfactory manner. In anfwering 
fome of the vulgar objections to the 
minifter’s plan, he explains the 
operation of it during the period of 
four years and a half, and cighteen 
years refpectively ; from which, the 
time neceffary to liquidate the whole 
ot the debt, will be found a plain 
and eafy matter of calculation. 

Mr. Herrenfchwand’s *¢Differtati- 
onon the Public Credit of European 
Nations,” is a continuation of his 
Syitem of :aodern poiitical Oecono- 
my, of which we gave an account 
in our Lit Annual Regifter. This 
work, while it add. frefh teftimony 
to the ingenuity aud good fenfe of 
the author, atiords pew intlances of 
his b'ameable tondnefs tor hy pothe- 
fis and neediefs digreilion, and of 
his ‘oo trequently drawing conclu- 
fions trom politions of a doubtful 
nature, which are fupported by his 
bare afieriion, and not by proof. 
As we are taught to expect future 
diflertations trom Mr. Herrenich- 
wanc, before bis fcheme 1s com- 
pleted, we cannot but exprets our 
renewed with, that he would be 
more careful 10 avoid thote failings 
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which deftroy the importance and 
value of his labours, And if he 
had not been fo free and magnificent 
in his promifes of what may be ex- 
pected, by the nations of Europe, 
from the fy{t.m which he is to pro- 
duce, we fhould wait for it with 
more favourable impreffions, and 
with fewer apprehenfions of a difap- 
pointment, 

The * Difcourfe on the external 
Commerce of European Nations,” 
by the fame gentieman, contains 
many juft and fenfible obfervations 
on the improper attachment of Eng 
land and of France to external com- 
merce, while they have negleéted 
their internal; and retarded the 
‘pat J to which they mighe¢ 

ave arrived, by impeding agricul- 
ture, and mifapplying the force of 
national induftry. But though we 
adinit of the general principle for 
which our author contends, we de 
not always feel the turce of his rea- 
foning, and are forry to oblerve the 
faine impertections in this difcourfe, 
as in thofe productions of his which 
we have already noticed, 

With uncommon pleafure have 
we peruted a * Defence of Ufury; 
fhewing the Impolicy of the prefeut 
legal Ketiraints on the ‘Terms of 

ecuniary Bargains ; in a Series of 
pai to a Friend; by Jeremy 
Bentham, of Lincoln’s-Inn, eig.” 
In this ingenious and vgluable work, 
the author lays down the followin 
propotition, viz. ** that no man ot 
ripe years, aud of a found mind, 
a¢tng freely, and with his eyes 
open, ought to be hindered, with a 
view to his advantage, from make 
ing fuch bargain, in the way of 
obtaining mouey, as he thinks fits 
nor any body hindered from fup- 
ply:ng him, upon any terms he 
thinks proper to accede to.” The 
truth of this propoliicn he cita- 
blifhies, by en julring lato the @alj, 
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dity of the arguments which may 
be adduced in fupport of the con- 
trary practice. ‘Thefe arguments he 
clafies under five heads, viz. the 
prevention of ufury; the preven- 
tion of prodigaliry ; the protection 
of indigence aguinit extortion ; the 
repreffion of the temerity of pro- 
jectors ; and the protection of fim- 
plicity againft impofition. On each 
ot thefe grounds he fh:ws, clearly 
and farisfuétorily, that no juft and 
rational argument can be alledved 
in favour of the anti-ufurious laws. 
With equal force of reafoning does 
he point out the evils and miichiefs 
which they have a tendency to pro- 
duce. In the following part of the 
work, he ably defends the clafs of 
men called projectors, to whom this 
country owes fo much for the im- 
provement of her arts and manu- 
faétures, from the animadverfions 
which are thrown out againft them 
by Dr. Adam Smith, in his cele- 
brated work on the Wealth of Na- 
tions. The fubject of this treatife 
is exceedingly interefting and im- 
portant, in a national view. And 
the argument and fpirit with which 
the author attacks the principle of 
our reftraining laws, will, probably, 
engage other ingenious writers in 
the ferious and public difcuffion of 
it. From fuch a difculfon we may 
ultimately expeét the moft important 
and beneficial confequences. With 
refpeét to the language of this work, 
it is, in general, cayrect and perfpi- 
cuous ; and though occafionally de- 
feAtive in elegance, itis by no means 
fo in pointednefs and energy. 

In the ** Elements relating to the 
Law of Ivfurances, by John Mil- 
Jar, jun. efg. Advocate,” we have 
a valuable addition to the treatifes 
which have already been publifhed 
on this fubje¢ét. ‘Vhe firft part of 
this work relates to the circumftances 
requifite to produce a valid infur- 


ance; which are the form of the 
contract; and the accidental or de. 
figned effects of fraud and error, in 
its form, from either of the parties 
concerned. To this part is fub- 
joined an enquiry, how far the pare 
ties have a right ro recede from their 
engagements. The fecond part is 
on the nature of an infurance-con- 
tract, and the obligations arifing 
from it; together with the fubjeét 
ot average, which is clearly exa- 
mined and explained. The third 
part is employed on the circum. 
{tances peculiar to infurance, which 
extinguifh the obligation of the 
parities, and vacate the policy: to 
which is added, a chapter on the 
premium, and the return of the 
premium when the policy is vacated, 
In every part of this work Mr. 
Millar gives evidence of great pro- 
fetlional induftry and juft reflection. 
His doétrines and opinions are fup- 
ported by authentic decifions ; and 
the whole may be pronounced a ju- 
dicious and perfpective guide to an 
acquaintance with this kind of ju- 
rifprudence. In the author’s intro- 
duction we meet with many fenfible 
and ufeful obfervations on the con- 
tract of infurance ; its nature, uli- 
lity, hiftory, and fubjects. 
Dr. Ruth of Philadelphia, in his 
*¢ Enquiry into the Effects of Pub- 
lic Punifhments upon Criminals, and 
upon Society,” argues very fenfibly 
on the inefficacy of fuch punifh- 
ments to produce reformation ; as 
they are always connected with in- 
famy, and deftroy that fenfe ot 
fhame in the mind, which is one 
of the ftrongeft prefervatives of vir- 
tue; as they are generally of fuch 
fhort duration, as to produce none 
of thofe changes in body or mind, 
which are abfolutely neceffary 20 re- 
form obftinate habits of vice; and, 
as experience teaches us, that they 
rather tend to increafe pyopenfities 
10 
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co crimess Many of his obferva- 
tions alfo, on the effeéts produced 
on the minds of the fpeétators, by 
the fortitude, infenfibility, or dif 
trefies which delinquents difcover, 
are juft and philofphical. But we 
think that he is too fpeculative and 
fanciful in the fpecifics which he 
prefcribes for the moral diforders of 
his patients; and, when he fays, 
©] have no more dcubt of every 
crime having its cute in moral and 
phyfical influence, than I have of 
the efficacy of the Peruvian bark in 
curing the intermitting fever. The 
only difficulty is, to find out the 
proper remedy or remedies for par- 
ticular vices.” 

“©The Emperor’s new Code of 
Criminal Law, publifhed at Vienna, 
and tranflated from the German by 
an Officer,” appears to have ori- 
ginated in the true fpint of huma- 
nity and philofophy, and to be ad- 
mirably adapted to promore the 10- 
terells of his fubjects. ‘This code 
ts divided into two parts; the firtt 
of which treats of criminal, and 
the fecond of civil offences. From 
that part of the code which deter- 
mines the punifhment of criminal 
offences, it appears, that capital pu- 
nifhments are to be entirely laid 
afide ; and that the offenders are to 
be condemned to public expofure, 
imprifonment for a longer or fhorter 
period, with different degrees of 
confinement, folitude, and hard 
work, proportioned to the injuries 
which they they have done to fo- 
ciety, The punifhments to be in- 
flicted for civil offences are, corpo- 
ral correétions, the pillory, confine- 
ment, condemnation to the public 
works, fetters, and banifhment from 
a determined place. No pecuniary 
penalties are to be impoted, excepts 
iny in the cafe of prohibited games. 
In reading this code, we have re- 
ccived much pleafure from obferv- 
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ing its uniform tendency to miti- 
gate the feverity of penal laws; to 
adminiiter impartial jultice; and to 
render offenders, after having fuf- 
fered the punifhiment of their crimes, 
good and ufeful members of the 
community, It is, however, a new 
experiment : and the changes 
which it introduces in the radicul 
laws of the emperor’s dominions, 
may produce fome temporary evils. 
Buc if it thould not meer, at firtt, 
with a favourable reception ; and 
be immediately fucceeded by all the 
advantages which its compilers may 
have expected ; we have no doubt, 
but that it will, ultimately, be fol- 
lowed by the mot important and 
beneficial confequences. The tranf- 
lator, as far as we are able to judge, 
appears tu have executed his tak 
with care and fidelity. 

From ‘** A Collection of Tras 
relative to the Law of England, 
trom Manuferipte, now firit edited, 
by Francis Hargrave, efq. Barritter 
at Law,” the lawyer and anti yuary 
will receive much gratification and 
amufement. It contiits of two ma- 
nulcripts of the celebrated lord Hule, 
prefented to Mr. Hargrave by Mr. 
George Hardinge, folicicor general 
to the queen; and various other 
manufcripts communicated by the 
hon. Daines Barrington, Jofeph Je- 
kyll, fir John Sinclair, lord chiet 
baron Skynner, and others of his 
learned triends. Among the moft 
valuable and interefting pieces to 
general readers, is a Treatile con- 
cerning the Cuftoms, by lord chief 
juftice Hale, which abounds in im- 
portant and ufeful information ; and 
another containing Conliderations 
touching the Amendment or Alte. 
ration of Laws, in which the reader 
will difcover marks of the fame ore 
der, peripicuity, and depth of 
thought, as diilinguith the other 
works of that judge, whieh hive 
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Already been publifhed. Two of 


the fubjects on Which he treats, will 
be particularly interefling at this 
time; thofe of reforms of ofhec, 
and the crown lands. 

Mr. Roffel, folicitor to the board 
of commiffioners for the affairs of In- 
dia, hath done a very acceptable fer- 
vice to the Eaft-India company, and 
to thofe who are concerned in the af- 
fairs of that cemmercial body, by 
publithing “ A Colleétion of Statures 
concerning their Incorporation, 
"Trade, and Commerce, and the Go- 
verninent of the Britith Poffeflions in 
India, &c.”” This compilation, be- 
fide pofleffing the merit which is due 
to patient and tedious enquiry, is 
recommended by a copious and ac- 
curate Index, in which the matter 
is arranged alphabetically ; and lays 
open to the public, for the firtt time, 
the by-laws, conftitutions, rules and 
orders, for the good government of 
the company, and an abridgment of 
the charter of incorporation, and 
other important grants. 

Williams’s ‘* Compendious Digetft 
of the Statute Law, &c, from Mag- 
na Charta, to 27 George III.” will 
recommend itfelf to gentlemen of 
the law, by the judgment and ac- 
curacy which the author has difco- 
vered, in compiling a copious ex- 
planatory Index to every aé of par- 
liament ; and by the clear view 
which it affords of the progrefs of 
the legiflature on the different fub- 
jeAs which they have inveftigated. 

‘‘ The Attorney’s Vade-Mecum, 
and Client’s lnftructor, &c. by 
John Morgan, efq. Barrifter at 
Law, in Two Volumes,” is defigned 
to facilitate practitioners in the law 
in an acquaintance wiih the method 
of profecuting and defending of 
agtions. In the execution of this 
‘work, the author has chiefly adopted 
the plan of Comyns’s Digeit; while 
he has not neglected to avail himielf 


of Bacon’s Abridement; the later 
reporters ; and other works of ac- 
knowledged mevit and utiliiy, He 
has, likewife, introduced many ya. 
luable obfervations, refulting from 
his own experience. As this work 
is drawn up in a plain and perfpicu- 
ous manner, and all Latin terme 
are avoided, as much as poffible, ie 
appears Well calculated for general 
ufe. 

Dogherty’s ** Crown Circuit At 
fiftant: being a Collection of In. 
dictments, Informations, Convictions 
before Juitices, Inquifitions, Pleas, 
and other entries in Criminal and 
Penal Proceedings,” is recommended 
as a ferviceable collcétion of prece- 
dents, in the branch of fpecial 
pleading to which it belongs. To 
this work is added, a Table, in 
which the different crimes are alpha- 
betically arranged, and the fatutes 
to which they relate, are accurately 
pointed out. 

‘© The Marriage Law of Scotland 
ftated, by John Martin of Lincoln’s 
Inn,” is publifhed with a view to 
afcertain with precifion, the law on 
a fubje& of fuch g:eat importance ; 
which appears from fome late trials 
not to have been generally and ace 
curately known, In this work the 
author endeavours to flew, from 
the authority of ftatutes, that no 
confent of partics, followed by mu- 
tual acknowledgymen: ; that ne ine 
tercourfe of the fexes in confequence 
of a promife of marriage, is futh- 
cient to conftirute a legal matrimo- 
nial contract; but that its leg ny 
mut be derermined by actual folem- 
nization, according to the rites of 
the church. It isa fact, however, 
that the decifions of the court ef 
Scotland, have for a long period 
paft, fupported the oppotite doce 
trine: which decjfions hav: n 
almott univerfally comtrmed Ly tae 
houfe of peers in England. 
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In pure Ma:hematics, we do not 
tecollect any publication during the 
prefent year, which hath a claim on 
our attention. Among the produc- 
tions of a mathemarical nature, it 
would be unjuft to overlook the 
“Tables of Intereit, from One 
Pound to Five Hundred Millions for 
One Day 3 by which the Interett of 
any Sum of Money withig thofe 
Limits, may be found with more 
Expedition than by any Tables hi- 
hitherto publifhed. By Thomas 
Hurry.” Thete tables of intereit, 
as tar as we have examined them, 
appear to be accurate and correct ; 
and to deferve the character claimed 
for them in the ttle page. To 
thefe fucceed other tables, thewing 
the value of the parts of an hundred 
weight, beginning at one pound, 
at diflerent prices, from 2s. to 2/, 
4s. per hundred weight; the va- 
jue of one hundred weight, and 
one tun, at different prices per pound, 
the decamal parts of a foot, with its 
ule in computing the tonnage of 
‘fhips, &e. which are equally deferv- 
ing of recommendation. 

Imifon’s ** Compendiuin of Arith- 
metic ; to which 1s added, the Art 
of Numbering by Numbering Rods, 
called Napier’s Bones,” is allo a 
perfpicuous and ufetul guide to an 
acquaintance with that art. 

As Mr. Young’s *‘ Examination of 
the 3dand ¢th Definitions of the Firft 
‘Book of Sir Ifaac Newton’s Prin- 
cipia,” appears to have been enter- 
ed into, from a total mifapprehen- 
fion of fix Ifaac’s meaning where he 
{peaks of the Vis Znertia of motter, 
a particular account of it, if it 
could be intelligibly given, is un- 
neceflary. 

With refpe& to the “ Elements 
of Taétics, and Introduction to Mi- 
itary Evolutions for the Infantry, 
tranflated from the original German, 
‘by J. Landmann, Profeflor of For- 
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tification and Artillery to the Royal 
Military Academy at Woolwich,” 
we know not where we can with f@ 
much propriety introduce the mev- 
tion ot them, as in this department 
of our Regiiler. Thefe Elements 
Were originally wricen by a Prof- 
han yeneral, whom the trantlator 
cails the Euci d of Tacticians. He 
begins his work with initruGions 
tor teaching a recruit; after which, 
he proceeds to detail the evolutions 
of a battalion; and, in the next 


‘place, thefe of a whole corps. Ma- 


ny of bis rules and obfervations will 
be found clear and fimple, and de- 
ferving of the attention of thofe 
oficers who are defirous of more 
than a meer practical knowledge of 
their profeffion. Thefe elements, 
and the leffons which they contaia, 
are illuftrated by plates, which are 
accurately and neatly engraved. 


{ When we turn our views on the 
publications of Philofophy of the 
year, we perceive, with pleafure, the 
objects of enquiry more numerous, 
and the eflays mere important. An- 
other collection muft be now added 10 
ourDomeftic Literature, if the events 
of war will permit us to confider the 
fecond volume of the Americaa 
Tranfations lately publithed by that 
title, Yet we cannot forget out 
former conneétions ; that the name of 
Franklin was once our own, and we 
with to retainit. We may alfo add, 
that as it is publifhed in Englith, we 
cannot with propriety look on it as 
a forcign work: we mutt, however, 
begin with our own collection. 

Mr. Herfchell, for Attronomy muft 
begin with him, has enriched his 
favourite {cience with fome new and 
important difeoveries. The Geor- 
gium Sidus, remote, and fcarcely 

erceived by the unaflifted eye, he 
hee found to be fimilar to the othee 


planets, ata diftance from the fun, 
in 
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in requiring the aid of fatellites: two 
have been found attending him in 
his orbit; and we may fuppofe 
from analogy, that more may be 
difcovered. But when we contider 
the diftance of the planet, and the 
difficulty of procuring fufficient light 
in the inftrument, tt will be more 
furprifing that two are difcovered 
than that the refit fhould remain 
concealed. In our own fatellite, he 
has made an important difcovery, 
that there is a fource of light inde- 
pendent of the fun. He calls the 
luminous fpots volcanos, with great 
reafon, and it a quibble can arife, 
it muft be tothe name. His filler 
* {weeps the heavens,” and in one 
of thefe houfewitely employments, 
fhe difvovered a comet, which the 
defcribes. Her brother, fo far as 
obfervations will perinit, traces its 
path ; and Mr. Woolafton has appli- 
ed his new fy (tem of wires in oblerv- 
ing it in Augult and September of 
1786. Though it be not in the 
Tianfactions of our Royal Socicty, 
we may mention in this place, Mr. 
Hancock’s **Aftronomy ot Comets,” 
‘publithed in this year, which gives 
a general account, and a fufhicicotly 
exact one, tor popular enquiry, of 
thefe excentric planets. 

On the tubject of Aftronomy, we 
ought to mention Mr. Bigge’s very 
accurate ** Determination of the He- 
hiocentric Longitude of thedefcending 
Node of Saturn,’? Kohler’s ** Obfei- 
vations on the Tranfit of Mercury, 
o>ferved May gth, 1785,”«t Dretden; 
and the obfervations of the fame oc- 
currence, at Peterfburgh, by M. 
Rumoutki. Mr. Smeaton has alfo, 
in this annual volume of the Tranf- 
ations, given an ** Obfervation of 
the right Afcention and Declination 
of Mercury, out of the Meridian, 
hear its greateft Elongation ”; and 
Mr. Vince, by a method equally 
fimple and exact, has calculated the 
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* Preceffion of the JEquinoxes.” 

Aftronomy owes fomewhat alfo to 
the American philofophers. Ip their 
Tranfactions, we are indebied to 
Mr. Rittenhoufe for fome aitrovnomi- 
cal obfervations, as well as for fome 
obfervations onacomet. The rev, 
S. Williams has given an ** Accouct 
of the Tranfit of Venus overthe Sun, 
as it was obferved at Newbery in the 
Maffachufett’s;”? and Mr. Patterfon 
has defcribed an ‘+ Eafy and accu- 
rate Method of finding the true Me- 
ridian, and thence the Variation of 
the Compafs.” To Mr. Rittenhoufe 
we alio owe fome calculations on a 
meteor, which Mr. Page had de- 
feridbed; and to Mr. Belknap, an 
accurate defeription of an Aurora 
borealis. The correfpondents of the 
American Philofophical Society de- 
ferve alfo our attention. Mayer has 
inferted fome ** Attronomical Obier- 
vations,” in Latin, in this volume; 
and M. de Grauchain fome obler- 
vations on a folar and lunar eclipfe, 
in French. 

In the Philofophical Tranfactions 
we receive an account of the meihod 
followed, in determining the relative 
fituations of the Royal Obfervatories 
at Greenwichand Paris, awork of the 
greatelt importance to aitronomy and 
other fciences, and conducted in a 
manner which confers the bighett 
honour on the abilities and attentiva 
of major-general Roy; no mea- 
furement of a fimilar kind, has hi- 
therto, we believe, been carried on 
with fo much accuracy: and the 
difficulties which have occurred, will 
point out the beft methods ot avoid- 
ing fimilar ones, in other works of the 
fame kind, and add fomething to 
philofophical knowlege. M. Caifini 
de Thury afférted, without fufficient 
reafun, that the longitude of the 
Royal Obfervatory at Greenwich, 
was not determined with accuracy ; 
burt this affertion has drawn from the 

Aflronomes 
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Aftronomer Royal, an excellent dif- 
fertation, in which he has expliined 
the foundation of the miftake, and 
fhewed the exattnefs ot his prede- 
ceffor’s compurations. 

In Meteorological remarks, the 
volumes, on either fide the Atlanne, 
are very rich. Independent of the 
‘ufual meteorological reviller, we find, 
in the Philofophical Trantactions “+a 
Defcription of a very extraordinary 
Set of Halos and Parhelia feen in 
North America” in 1771 by Mr. 
Baxter. ‘(Uhefe remarkable appear 
ances, which would have feemed 
prophetic in a ruder age, were pro- 
bably owing to local circumitances 
and effects merely optical, Mr. 
Bennet’s account of a new ele&ro- 
meter, andof a doubler of electricity, 
to fhew very minute changes in the 
electricity of the air, are of great im- 
portance. Ekcctricity has coatribut- 
ed alfo, in this volume, to explain 
the very peculier effects of a thun- 
der-itorm in Scotland, which Mr. 
Brydone has deferibed, and lord 
Stanhope explained. It was an in- 
{tance of the returning ftroke, which 
his lordthip pointed out, and cluci- 
dated, in his Prjaciples of Electricity. 
Mr. Moore’s ** Account 6f the Earth- 
quake, Auguit 11th, 1786,” is alfo 
Very cUripus, though it was not ve- 
ry confiderable, or its influence ex- 
tenfive. Sir Benjamin Thomp‘on’s 
“Experiments made to determine 
the relative and variable Quantities 
of Moifture abforbed from the Atmo- 
fphere, by various Sub{aaces in fi- 
milar Circumttances”’ fhould not be 
pafled over without remarks and 
without commendation. D:. For- 
dyce’s experiment on heat furnifhes 
little that was not known before. 

In America, well eftiblithed fa&s 
are ftill uncommon, dnd we envy the 
American philofophers the poffeffion 
of {0 rich, and fo fertile a field of 
difcovery, The experiments of Mr. 

1787 


“Williams * on Evaporation, and the 


Meteorological Obfervations made at 
Bradfield, in New England,” are. of 
great confequence. Mr. Maddifon, 
in a different part of America, has 
added to our knowlege of the weae 
ther, and the different flates of the 
armolfphere, Of the more aweful 
{cenes of atmofpherical convulfions, 
with which America abounds, we 
may perhaps attsin good information, 
Dr, Perkin’s ** Conje&tures (how- 
ever) concerning Winds and Water- 
Spouts,”” and Mr. Oliver’s ** Theory 
of Storms and Watcr-Spouts,” have 
not greatly inftructed us; they look- 
ed tor caufes when they fhould have 
accumulated facts. Mr. Rittenhoufe’s 
“* Explanation of an Optical Decep- 
tion”’ and his ** Solution of an Opti- 
cal Problem,” are not among the 
moft fuccefstul ¢fforts of deep invei- 
tigation. This gentleman’s** Account 
ot fomeExper:mentson Magnetifin,” 
and his ** New Method ot placing a 
Meridian Mark,” are of fomewhat 
more importance, becaufe more ap- 
plicable to ufes Mr. Hopkinfon’s 
* Machine for Meafuring a Ship’s 
way,” is of a ftill more pradtical ten- 
dency ; and Bernard Roman’s de- 
feription ** Of an improved Sea 
Compals,” is extremely valuable. 
While Mr. Pownall,! in his various 
voyages, has examined the ** Cur- 
rents of the Atlantic’®; and in a 
feparate publication given us his 
Hydraulic and Nautical Obferva- 
tions on the fubject; the aged Frank- 
lin has nor traverfed the fame courfe 
io vain. We receive, in the Amcri- 
can Tranfactions, his letters to M. 
le Roi, on maritime fubjects, where 
he has fometimes indulyed in tpecu- 
lations, but more frequently initruct- 
ed us by remarks of real utility and 
practical importance. Indeed the 
prefident, whether he direéts the fea- 
man, or defeends, with his humble 
aitendant Dr. Rufton, to explain the 
2 ** Caufe 
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*« Caufe and Cure of Smoaky Chim- 
fieys”; whether from the box which 
held his magnets, he fugegetts the 
wviility of a * Slowly fenfible Hy- 
grometer for certain Purpofes,” as 
to meafure, for inflance, the relative 
moiftire of different continents, or 
deferibes ** A new Stove forBurning 
Pit-oal, and confuming all the 
fmioke:” he is in every office amufing 
and inftructive: we read his various 
‘Articles with real pleafure. But we 
muft not difiifs the fecond volume 
of the American Tra:fadtions, with- 
out fome retriarks on the more mif- 
cellaneous philofophical articles, for 
thofe of a different nature muft be 
referved for their proper place. Mr, 
Hopkinfon fhould teceive his fhare 
of praife for his ‘* New Method of 
Guilling a Harpfichord”; Mr. Otto 
for his memoir ** On the Difcovery 
of America,” though he detracts a 
little from Columbus’s merit, by 
rendering it very probable, that the 
Wetlera continent was ditcovered 
before the period of this navigaror, 
who is faid to have received informs 
ation on this fubjeft in Madeira; 
and the very fcientifie and valuable 
account of the procefs of the filk- 
worm by Meff, Hare and Skiiiners 
Ip other branches of philofophy, 
this year affords no very ttriking im- 
provements. os Aftrology and an 
Attroloyical Catechifin” are not phi- 
lofophical works : but what aid 
they do not borrow from credulity, 
reits a little on philotophy, though 
the propis veryiniecure. * Thoughts 
onthe farther! mprovement of Acrof- 
ration” is Nearly in *ie fame predi- 
cament, for the fpectacle has now 
lotits powerofamufing. Mr. Caval- 
lo’s work “On Tagnetilm’” is, hows 
ever, valusble, forit contains the mott 
important tacts on this fubject, and 
in absract of the bet fyitems, while 
it includes, in fubftance, his various 
papers in he Philofophical Tranf- 
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actions, particularly the « Magne- 
tical Experiments,” in the volume of 
the prefent year. His opinion relar- 
ing to the magnetical power of brafs, 
is not generally admitted, We thall 


conclude this philofophical fketch 


with mentioning Mr. Kirwan’s lit- 
tle, but very valuable work, an “ E- 
ftimate of the Temperature of differ. 
ent Latittdes’; the volume though 
{inall, conrains a number of well- 
authenticated facts, and the etlimare 
is formed on a feries of convincing 
reafoning, and accurate experiments. 

The ttep is very inconfiderable 
from the condition of the earth, to 
its various appearances in different 
circumftances. Mr. Jetferfon’s*‘ Notes 
on the State of Virginia,’’ contain the 
outlines of a natural hiltory of that 
province, fketched with a flight buta 
matterly hand. It contains a great 
humber of very valuable remarks, 
The hiftorian of North America 
might alfo derive much affitance 
from theit ‘Tranfactions, and read 
with fome information, Mr, Belk- 
hap’s defctiption of the White Moun- 
tains in New Hampthire; white, 
from the fnow collected in the ra- 
vines; a *¢ Defcription of a rematk- 
able Rock and Cafcade on the Wett 
fide of the Youghiogeny River,” and 
a ** Defcription of a Grotto at Swas 
tara,”’ by Mr. P. Miller. If wemay 
truit Mr. Barton’s Obfervations, on 
fome parts of natural hiftory, 4 fe- 
parate publication, the hiftorian, in 
purfuit of nature, will find traces of 
art. Many are pointed ovt in his 
pamphlet, which feem to fhow, thxt 
America, in fome early period, 
was peopled by a race not lefs civi- 
lized than enlightened, On the 
other fide of the Alleghaney moun- 
tains alone, are thefe traces clear and 
indifputable ; burt they are fufficient 
to confound the diétates of profane 
hiftorians, and to baffle'the enquiries 
of the philofopher. At home, we 
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have done little, in enquiring into 
the ftare of the earth. ** A Defcrip- 
tion of the Strata obferved in finking 
a Well, at Botton in Lincolnthire,”’ 
occurs Only in the Philofophical 
Tranfactions. 

Butif we have negleCted the earth, 
we have carefully examined its in- 
habitants ; nor have thofe of the fea 
been overlooked. Mr. Hunter’s 
«« Obfervations, to fhow that the 
Wolf, the Jackall, and the Dog, are 
of the fame Species,”’ were rewarded 
by the Royal Society with Copley’s 
medal, and were inferted in the 
Philofophical Tranfactions. They 
are indeed curious, but not complete 
or conclufive : the fame author’s de- 
{cription of the ftructure and eeco- 
nomy of whales, is exceeding!y inter- 
efting, and fhows, that if man is 
deftined to rule on land, fomething 
which approaches to the human 
ftruéture and economy, forms the 
ruler, though not the deftructive 
tyrant, ofthe feas. In the American 
Tranfaétions, natural hiftory is not 
wholly unattended to: we find a 
defcription, by de Valois, of a pied 
negro girl and mulatto boy; of a 
worm in a * Horfe’s Eye,” by Mr. 
Hopkinfon and Dr. Morgan; while 
Mr. Gilpin more humbly attends 
on the annual paflage of herrings, 
which he does not explain very fatis- 
factorily, as his fa¢ts have as little 
foundation as his reafoning. Mr, 
Bryant’s Account of the Eleétrical 
Eel, and Mr. Collin Flagg’s De- 
fcription of the Numb-fifh, are of 
more importance, though they add 
little to what was before known. 

If we defcend from animated na- 
ture to vegetables, we fhall find an 
accurate tranflation, by the Litchfield 
Society, of Linnzeus” Genera Plan- 
tarum, irom Reichard’s edition; 
and the botanilt is affifted, in his 
firft ftudies, by a ufeful elemen- 
lary perfermance, ** Principia Bo- 
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tanica,” which would be ftill more 
valuable, if it were illuftrated by 
plates. For particular plants, we 
muft turn again to the ean 

Tranfactions, where we fhall’ fin 
an accurate defcription of a new ges 
nus of plants, ‘the cloranthus, who 
ouly fpecies bears a flower fo fm 5 
that it has obtained the namé of ihe 
con{picuus, by Dr. Swartz ; and the 
beft botanical account of the treé 
which affords the gum benjamin, @ 
drug once of high value, that has 
7° been publithed, by M. Dryander, 
t is found at lait to be a fpecies of 
ftyrax. Another fubttance of great 
value, both in medicine and the arte; 
viz. borax, we have ufually received 
from the Eaft Indies, without any 
information relating to its ofigin, 
In the fame volume we have the mes 
moirs on the fubject, which agree 
Only in ftating it to be the prostudfioit 
of nature: in one inftance where i¢ 
is found diffolved in a lake, it feema 
to be ervyitallized by the cold, proé 
duced by the addition of fnow :' ‘its 

acid occurs in a lake in Tufcany. 

Whatever is added to the Natural 
Hiftory of Medicines, little new ins 
formation has been received refpect- 
ing their virtuess Dr. C. Smyth 
has repeated what Mercurialis told 
us of the effect: of fwinging; but we 
are informed, that other expericrice 
has not confitmed the very great 
virtues attributed to it.’ Buchan’ 
‘© Cautions againft Cold Bathing’ 
are, with a fimilar fetvility, trans 
{cribed from other works. In Ame- 
rica, Mr. Hugh Martin cured cane 
cers by a particular powder, which, 
as Dr. Ruth found, owed i's virtues to 
arfenic; and Dr. Wright thoughe 
that he perceived peculiar antifepric 
virtues, from the union of vegetable 
acid with fea-falt: Dr. Morgan, in 
his Medical Hiftory of the Red Bark, 
has chiefly tranfcribed what has been 
publifhed on this fubje&t in London. 
Q,2 Thefe 
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Thefe: are. the only articles which 
their Tran factions furnifl on the vir- 
tues of medicines. On dict, we 
have feen, in this Country, concile 
** Obfervations on the Nature of our 
common Food,’”’ trantcribed, with 
little choice, and lefs difCiimination, 
from different authors ; an * Effay on 
the Virtues and Properties of the 
Ginfeng Tea,’’ which does not con- 
tain an atom of the pinfeng: on the 
oppolite fide of poifons, we have re- 
ceived a plain but ufletul tranflasion 
of Fontana’s work, by Mr. Skinner, 
and fome accurate ‘* Obfervations” 
on the fame fubjedt, by Dr. Houf- 
ton, Mr. Tickell has endeavoured 
to revive a medicine once in great 
repute. His * Concife Account of a 
new Chemical Medicinc,’’ relates to 
Hoffman's anodyne liquor, which 
he prepares with great exactnefs, and 
of whofe virtues he {peaks in no mo- 
derate language. It it be nearly fo 
ufeful as he deferibes, it mult be 
truly valuable, 
Medicines of a different kind, 
whichchemiftry analyzes rather than 
yrepares, are mineral waters. Dr. 
omith has publifhed fome ** Obfer- 
vations.on the Ufe of the Cheltenham 
Waters ;” but it has been objecicd, 
that his philofophy is of the corpuf- 
cular king, now exploded ; and that 
his encomiums are too much exag- 
erated. He bas not added two our 
ines of their nature by an ana- 
lyfis. Another author on the fubject 
of thefe waters, declares ayainit the 
neceility of an analyfisto under tland 
the nature of their incredients. Mr. 
Barker derives his knowlege from 
fome kind of intuition, and defends 
ity by a feparate pamphlet, entitled, 
* Obfervarions on a late Publication 
on Cheltenham Waters.” —r. Mad- 
difon, in the American Traufactions, 
has alfo given an imperfect analy tis 
of what are called the Sweet Springs. 
In the more general chemical 
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works we perceive a great defe 
and what remains ip this de partment, 
may perhaps be rather ttyled phila- 
fophical than chemical ; but as per- 
formed with chemical agents and 
chemical operations, we have re- 
ferved it for this place,x—In our lait 
volyme we menuoned Dr. Warfop 
and Mr. Kirwan’s analyfis of hepatic 
air. In the Tranfatticns of the 
prefent year, M. Haflentratz has 
added io our knowlege af this fubject, 
and fhown, that fulphur may be 
diffolvey in any kind of air; and thag 
what has, ufually been diftine uithed 
by this term, is the folution in in- 
flammable air. Sir Benj. Thompfon, 
in the fame collection, has given us 
fome ** Experiments on the Produce 
tion Of Dephiogifiicated Air from 
Water with various Subftances,”’ iv 
which he fhews, that particular be- 
dics immerfed in water, have a great 
efiet ; and that much depends on 
light. In the oppotice line of con- 
deniation, we muit mention Mr, 
Keir’s Experiments on the congela- 
tion of the vitriolic acid, which are 
in many refpects extremely curious, 
as the acid muft be of a particular 
ftrength for this purpofe, and nenher 
too firong nor too weak. Dr. Bed- 
does alfo gives an ** Account of fome 
new Experiments on the Production 
of Artificial Cold,” where the cold 
producedis very confiderable, and the 
operation is not complicated, or the 
ingredients.cxpenfive. Phe hift chee 
mical memoir, which we fhall mens 
tion, is Dr Blagden’s, ** On the An- 
cient Inks, and a new Method of ree 
covering the Legibiliry ot Ancient 
Writings.” It is yery correct and 
extremely ufeful in the difquihuon 
and its application. 
Chemiftry, in the period which 
we treat,of, has been well employed, 
in inveftigating the caufe, and regu- 
lating the cure of the moft painful 
difeaics of the human body; We 
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mean, gravel and gout. The au- 
thor, a man of found underftanding, 
and original reflection, has publifiied 
two editions of a ** Treatife’”’ on thef 
difeafes, differing from one another ; 
but in the fecond he confiders a pe- 
culiar acid as the caufe, and propofes 
to deftroy it by abforbents. We have 
heard much in its favody, from che- 
mills and from practitioners; and, 
whether it be really a peculiar 
acid, or only the phofphorie, it is of 
great importance to enquire how far 
an antiacid dict, and abforbent medi- 
cines, may be of fervice in prevent- 
ing the fits, without injuring, in 
other refpects, the conftitution. As 
this work does not propofé a quack 
remedy, it will not, probsbly, excite 
Dr. Adair’s refentment, who, in the 
fecond edition of the ** Medical Cau- 
tions,’” purfues the quacks, and par- 
ticularly Mr. ‘Tickell, whofe merits, 
and whofe character, are of a very 
{uperior kind, with unrelenting fe- 
verity : he has been, in his turn, at- 
tacked by Dr. Freeman, one of this 
refpectable tribe. This fame anti- 
empiric has publifhed *¢ a Philofo- 
phical and Medical Sketch of the 
human Body and Mind,” in which 
he explains, with fome perfpicuity, 
the outlines of the human fyilem. 
A work of much greater conféquence 
in this department, is Dr. Hunter's 
Collection of his Eflays publithed at 
different times, under the title of 
“ Obfervations on different Parts of 
the Animal Oeconomy.” This col- 
lect.on, which contains fome Effays 
not before printed, either as illuf- 
trating the phyfiology of man, or of 
animals, is very interefling and cu- 
rious. ‘The fame author has lately 
read to the Royal Society, and it is 
publifhed in their Tranfaflions ot 
this year, the account of “An At- 
temp: to determine the Effect of ex- 
tirpating one Ovarium, on the num- 
ber of Young produced.” The ex- 
perinient was made on {wine, and it 
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appeared probable, that it had fome 
effect on the number of each litter; 
but its chief operation was on the 
duration of the breeding feafon. Ie 
is a little remarkable, that, in the 
fume volume, we meet with an exe 
traordinary account of a very prolific 
birth, which is equalled het A in the 
Medical Records in Paris ; and, ia 
both inftances, the hufband was dee 
clining in a chronic difeafe. Dr. 
Garthfhore’s Collection of Cafes of a 
numerousO fispring in diftinct Births, 
occafioned by this fact, is very ime 
portant. In the Practice of Mid 

wifery, we have received much ine 
formation trom Dr. Denman’s “ A- 
phorifms on the Application and 
Ufe of the Forceps in preternatural 
Labours ;”’ his ** Effay on Natural 
Labours,”” and on Uterine He- 
morrhoges.”’-- It is but juftice to add, 
that no pra@itioner fhould be unac. 
quainted with thefe fhort, but value 
able treatifes. Dr. Leake’s ** Sy!la- 
bus on the Theory and Praétice of 
Midwifery,’” may be mentioned as 
one of the publications of this year; 
but, from its nature, it mul be 
fhort; and, in other refpects, it is 
not very promiling. Dr. Smellie’s 
Tables have been confidered always 
as valuable; and we are pleafed to 
fee them republifhed, with explanas 
tions, it is faid by Dr. Hamilton, 
They are ufeful illuttrations of the 
fubjeét which we are treating of. In 
the confequence of child-birth, we 
have received fome affiftance from 
Dr. Walth’s ‘* Practical Obfervations 
on the Puerperal Fever ;” and Mr. 
Mantell’s ** Short Directions for the 
Management of Intants,’? contain 
fome judicious remarks on the con- 
duct neceflary to be obferved in that 
helplefs ftate. It is enough to mene 
tion Mr. Rymer’s ¢ Phy fi logical 
Conjeftures concerning certain Func- 


tions in the Humsn Occonamy, in 


the Foetus and Adul:.” 


In other branches of Surgery, we 
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fee nothing of very great importance. 
Mr. Bell has publithed the fitth vo- 
lume of his **Syitem ;”” Dr. Kirk- 
Jand, the fecond valume of his ** En- 
quiry into the prefent State of Me- 
dical Surgery.”” The firit is a value 
able collection from other authors, 
sind the fecond dittinguifhed by the 
peculiarities of the firft valume, by 
dn éxtenfive acquaintance with me- 
dical and chirurgical authors, as well 
ds by experience and good fenfe. 
Ware’s ** Remarks on Opthalmy and 
Pforopthalmy”’ are of fome praétical 
importance ; and Jackfon’s ** Obfer- 
vations On the inefficacious Ule of 
Trons in Cafes of Luxation and Dif- 
tortion of the Ancle Joint,” which 
are to be followed by a d: tail of bis 
own method, can only be appre- 
ciated by examining their compara- 
tive advantages. 

‘The lues venerea, and Dr. Hun- 
ter’s Treatife on it, has occafioned a 
pretty fharp controverfy. Mr. Hun- 
ter’s work has been attacked with a 
violence which leads to fufpect per- 
fonal diflike rather than a profef- 
fional difference of opinion, to be its 
foundation, by Mr. Jefle Foot, a 
name of no great rank in furgery, 
and whofe luftre is not augmented by 
the ** Obfervations on the new Opi- 
nions of J]. Hunter.” He has been 
+“ anfwered’”’ by Mr. Brand, and 
** reviewed” by Mr. Trye. On fimi- 
Jar fubjeéts, we have Perry’s * Effay 
on the Lues Venerea,” a work of 
little importance ; and a more ufeful 
**E ffay on the Gonorrhea virulenta,” 
by Mr. Clubbe. 

By anticipating the account of 
publications, on the pra@ice of phy- 
fic, we have diminifhed a catalogue 
which was not, before, either exten 
five or important. Dr. Brown, the 
Bruno of his fect, has publifhed a 
new edition of his ** Elementa Medi- 
cine ;” and left that fhould be unin- 
selligible, we have received a partial 


tranfl ttich of, anda comme ntary og 
it, under the title of ** Obfervations on 
the old Syftem of Phy fic, exhibiting 
a Compendium of the new Dodrine, 
by a Gentleman converiant on she 
Subject.” He could net with pro. 
priety have faid on eisher fubjed, 
for he feems to know little of the old 
doftrine, But he is haltening to ob. 
livion, and we have no temptation 
to draw him back, Dr. Buarret’s 
** Treatife on the Gout,” we flall 
refer to Dr, Adair, for it is defigned 
to recommend a quack medicine ; 
and even Mr, Perteét’s * Cafes of 
diflerent Species of Infanity,” though 
fufficiently candid in the narrative, 
are a little fufpicious, when we re- 
flect that he fuperintends a private 
lunatic afylum. Mr, Harrifon’s “Obs 
fervations on the Cure of the Dry 
Belly-ache” are defi, ned to recom- 
mend a noftrum for worms, and 
fhow that he is little acquainted with 
the cifeafe, or its termination in pal- 
fy, The ‘Narrative of the Efficacy 
ot the Bath Warers” in theie and 
more general palfics, is extracted 
from the records ot the Bath Hof- 
pital, with great fidelity, and ftrongly 
evinces the utility of this remedy. 
Dr. Ruth, in the American Tranfac- 
tions, has given a good *Effuy on the 
Caufes and Cure of Tetanus, chiefly 
adapted to warm Climates, with 
Remarks on the Cavufes which 
produce Difeafes in new raifed 
troops.” * His ** Enquiry into the 
Caufes of the Incre.le of Bilious and 
Remittent Fevers in Penfylvania,” 
though feemingly of local import- 
ance, is generally ufeful. On the 
fubject ot periodical difeafes we 
ought alfo to mention M. Teita’s 
two learned and accurate volumes 
** De Vitalibus Agrotantium Perio- 
dis.””, Though the author 1s an Ita- 
lian, thefe volumes are proper'y an 
Englith publication, and are highly 
creditable to him. We mutt alfo 
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meotion Dr. Parkin’s ** Effay on 4 
nofolocical and comparative View 
ofthe Cvnanche Putrida,” though he 
adds litt’e to our knowlege of the 
treatment, and Dr. Hamilton’s * Re- 
marks on the means of obviating the 
fatal Efieéts of the Bite of a Ma d 
Dog,” which chiefly depends on cut- 
ting out the part, before the poifon is 
ablorbed. Itisa pleafing confider- 
ation to reflect, that irs abforption 
is not immediate; but that there is a 
fufficient time left to decide whether 
the dog is reafly mad, and to procure 
the beit affiftance, which fcience or 
which art can afford. 

Of the abforbents, we have an ac- 
curate and valuable treatife, by Mr. 
Cruikfhanks, iluftrated by a plate 
of their diftribution over the whole 
body. The defcription is complete, 
and the phyfiological part very exact. 
Of other branches of Anatomy we 
have received no sxccounts. Wecan 
hardly call the ** Art of making A- 
natomical Preparations,” deferibed 
by Dr. Morgan, in the American 
Tranfaciions, an art fufficiently un- 
derfiood, to the extent it is carried 
in that paper, an anatomieal work, 
The partridge witn two hearts, in 
the fume collection, can fearcely be 
ftyled even curious, till the facts are 
more accurately afcertained, Mr, 
Hunt’s * Obfervations on the Cir- 
culation of the Blood,” in which the 
action of the heart is particularly 
confidered, though lefs fttrictly ana- 
tomical, is of more real jmportance. 

Or the mifcellaneaus works the 
litt is alfo fmall# Dr. Duncan con- 
tinues the *¢ Medical Commentaries,” 
and has this year publifhed the firtt 
volume of the tecond decad, a dif- 
tin¢tion which he has borrowed trom 
the Leiptic Commentaries. We have 
received alfo the firft volume of a 
pew work, entithd, ** Memoirs of 
the Medical Society of London, 
which, as a fpecimem, 1s not very 
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promifing, fince it contains few fatty 
ot cupiolty or yalue, } 


In turning to the next department 
of literature which claims our ate 
tention, the firft work of imports 
ance thut prefents ittelt is, ** The 
Hittory of Great Britain, fram the 
Revolution in +688, tq the Accefy 
fon of George I, tranflated from 
the Latin Manuigript ot Alexander 
Cunningham, efy. Mini iter trom 
Great Britain to the Republic of 
Venice, Dr. William Thomp- 
fon ; ne publifhed by Dr. Holling. 
berry, archdeacon of Chichefter.”” 
We are intormed, in an ingenuous 
introduction drawn up by the tran{- 
lator, that Mr. Cunningham was 
peculiarly qualified for fuch a work 
from his intimate acquaintance with 
the principal characters among the 
ftarc{men ond heroes of the times 
Which he deferibes ; his confidential 
connection with the E nglith minif> 
try during a confiderable part of the 
reign of queen Anne; and a ree 
markable penetration of mind, which 
enabled him to make the ial advane 
tageous ufe of his fituation and op- 
portunities. In the firft book the 
author enters into a recapitulation 
of the ftate of affairs in England and 
on the Continent from the death of 
Cromwell to the death of Charles 
the Second. The remaining part 
of this work 1s c¢! hiefly employed 
about the public tranfactions dure 
ing the reigns of King William 
and Queen ‘Anne, which were dif- 
tinguifhed by fame of the moft 
intereltine and fplendid events in 
Englith ‘Hiftory. Mr. Cunning- 
ham’s manner ot writing 1s pec uliar 
and original: hut if nat ttrictly 
conform: ab eto the rules of hiifd- 
rical writing, it is, neverthelefs, 
entertaining and inftruétive, His 
account of the religious controver- 
(fies. and of the debates in both the 
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Englifh and Scotch parliaments, 
on the fubject of the union, is dif- 
tinét and perfpicuous ; and his de- 
{criptions of military tran({actions 
are remarkably lively and intereii- 
ing. Many of the facis and anec- 
dotes which he relates are fuch as 
have efcaped all other hifiori- 
ans, and will be found to throw 
confiderable light on the period to 
which they relate. In delineating 
the manners of the times, and in 
deferibing the intrigues of courts, 
his Ryle and manner are peculiarly 
excellent. Sometimes, indeed, he 
indulges himfelf too much in in- 
vective againit fuch individuals as 
were the objects of his diflike ; and 
is unjuftifiable in his “arcafms on 
the clergy and the fair fex. On 
the whole, however, Mr. Cun- 
ningham’s Hiflory is a valuable 
addition to our flores of informa- 
tion, and fources of amufement. 
With refpect to the tranflator, he 
hath executed his tafk, in general, 
with much fidelity and credit; 
though occafional inftances occur, 
in which he has miftaken the mean- 
ing of his original, or exprefled it 
in tertns thatare inclegant or pro- 
vincial. Thefe errors merit the 
attention of Dr. Thompfon, and 
will, doubrlefs, be corrected by him 
in future editions of this work. 
From **' The Hitory of Mexico; 
collected from Spenifh and Mexi- 
can Hiftorians, from Manufcripts 
and antient Paintings of the In- 
dians ; by Abbe D. Francefco Save- 
rio Clavigero, tranflated from the 
original Italian, by Charles Cullen 
elq. in 2 vols.”” we have received 
much information and entertain- 
ment, The Abbe, who is a native 
of Vera Cruz, refided thirty-fix 
vears in the provinces of New 
Spain; acquired the Mexican lan- 
guage; collected their traditions, 
end fludied their paintings: on 
2 


thefe accounts he poffeffed fingular 
advantages for writing the hitlory 
before us. The firit volume of 
this work contains the na ural and 
civil Wiflory of Mexico, to th 
time of the Spanifh invation, by 
Cortes; and an account of the 
manners, cultoms, and antiquities 
of the inhibitants. t his account 
is exceesingly interetting, and is 
diveriified, throughout, by a va- 
riety of entertaining incid: nts and 
anecdotes. In the fecond volume 
we have the author’s relotion of 
the firit voyages ef the Spaniards 
to this part of America, and of 
the expedition and conqueit of 
Cortes; in which he revects the 
marvellous and fictitious tiories 
which have difgraced the p-ges of 
many former biltorians, and con- 
tines himielt to unquetlionable tacts. 
To this volume the abbe has added 
nine diffe:tations on the land, the 
animals, and the inhabiians of 
Mexico ; which are intended to 
confirm what he had betore advan- 
ced on its natural and civil hit ry, 
and to guard his readers againil the 
errors and mifreprefensations of {ee 
veral wodern authors. Vhis work 
we recommend as containing the 
moft authentic and valuable aec- 
count of that extraordinary people, 
who, though turrounded by tavace 
and burbarous nations, had, by 
their own efforts, arrived at an 
aftonifhing pitch of knowledge anc 
civilization ; and who prefented the 
noblett and mott curious ipectacie 
to the difcoverers of the new world, 
‘* The Hiitory of the Turkith 
or Ottoman Empire, from 1s toun- 
dation in 1300, to the Peace of 
Belgrade, in 1740, trantlated from 
the French of Mignot, by A. Haw- 
kins, Kfq. in 4 vols.” is chietly 
drawn from the fources which our 
beit European authors fupply ; 0 
which have been added a trantla- 
tion 











tion of fome modern Turkifh An- 
palifts, and the remarks and obfer- 
vations of Baron de Tott. The 
three firit volumes comprehend the 
events from the commencemest of 
the Ortoman empire, to the death 
of Solyman Il. in 1691. ‘The 
rl volume continues the hitto- 
ry of the ‘Purks to the year 1740. 
Asa hittory 9 this work is prit 1clpal- 
ly valuable for the clearneis of the 
arrangement, and the accuracy of 
the relations. But if we except 
the characters which he draws of 
the refpective emperors, we meet 
with none of thote epifodes which 
relieve the mind from the faigue 
occafioned by a long continued 
nairation. ‘This however, mutt 
be attri! uted, in a great meafure, 
to the barrennets ot our author’s 
{ubyect. Asa fimple and impartial 
relation of facts, at will prove an 
acceptable fubtiutute te the Englith 
reader for the voluminous compila- 
tions to which he bas ufually been 
referred tor a knowledge ot ‘lurk- 
ifli Hittory. 

Greilman’s Differtation on 
the Gypties,” trantlated trom the 
German, by Matthew Raper, Eiq. 
F.R.S. and A. S, is the firil re- 
cular and circumittantial account of 
that extraordinary people, which 
we have met with. ‘The Gypties 
we a fingular phenomenon in ku- 
rope: whether we contemplute 
their habitations, attend at their 
meals, or only look in their faces, 
they always appear particular. For 
the {pace of between three and four 
hundred years they have gone wan- 
dering about, through civilized as 
well as rude countries, a ditiinct 
and feperate people, on whom 
neither ume, climate, nor exam- 
ple; have made the leaft alteration. 
This } ingeniour Difiertration, which 
comprehends in a connected form, 
what had before appeared on the 
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fubject, i in detached pieces, is dis 
vided into two parts. In the firtt, 
the learned author gives an ace 
count of the di! {pertion and number 
of the Gyplies in Europe ; the pro- 
perties of their bodies ; their tood 
and drefs ; their family ceconomy, 
occupations and trades ; their mar- 
riages, education, and funeral 
rites; their political regulations, 
language, tciences, and arts. In 
the ‘fecond part of this differtation, 
we are prefented with an enquiry 
into the origin of this peuple ; in 
which the author confiders the 
diflerent opinions ot tormer writ- 
ers on the tubject, and endeavours 
by a variety of arguments to efla- 
bith his own hypothefis, that they 
come trom Hindoftan. Without 
haiialy deciding on a quettion fo 
curious and dubcult, we think that 
the author's reatoning carries with 
it confiderable to: ce, and that it 
will require much ingenuity and 
learning to retute it. But it is 
from the ftirtl part of this work that 
we have received our principal ene 
tertainment; efpecially from Mr. 
Greliman’s Enquirics into the Cha- 
racier and Capa ities ofthe Gypties. 
Mr. Raper’s tranflation may potiefs 
the ment of fidelity, but we cane 
not allow it any clans to elegance. 
Whituker’s ** Mary Queen of 
Scots vindicated,’ in 2 vols, is an 
arduous attempt to throw light on 
a very important, but a very ob- 
fcure ‘period ot hiftory. Mr. Good- 
all, Mr. ‘Tytler, and Dr. Stuart 
had preceded our authorin the fame 
defign: but his labours are more 
clofely confined than theirs were, 
to an examination of the Letters 
and Sonnets faid ro have been writ- 
ten by Mary to Bothwell, with an 
inveltigation of a few of the cir- 
cumfiances relating to the death 
of Darnly, and the Queen’s mar- 
riage with Bothwell, Mr, Whita- 
ker 
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ker begins this work with an hifto- 
vical Account of the. Commiifion in- 
fijtuted, firff ac York, and after- 
waits at Weitminiter, for enquir- 
tg into the grounds of the ditfer- 
ences fubfiiting between Mary and 
her Subjects ; mw «whith he fairly 
convicts Elizabeth and her mim- 
fiers of the mol infamous duplicity 
and partialuy. In the uext place 
he proceeds to contider the Letters 
ra to have been written by the 
Queen to Bothwefl ; when he fub- 
itantiates the evidence of their being 
forgenes, fully and fatistactorily. 
He is equally fuccefsful in over- 
turning the authenticity of the 
Sonnet, and the pretended con- 
tiacts between Mary and Bothwell. 
We cannot, however, agree with 
our author in all the circumftances 
of his vindication; and we think 
him injudicious in not contenting 
himlelt with exculpating Mary 
from the oft weighty and mate- 
tial charges which had been 
brought againtt her, and in infitt- 
img fo trengly on the wifdom and 
prudence of her character. The 
abilities and acutenels of Mr. 
Whitaker in hiitorical controvertly, 
have been long known and acknow- 
ledged. . And in the publication 
before us he fupports his credit tor 
ingenuity and induitry ; though 
we think that his arguments are 
unnecefiarily amplified and extend- 
ed. His flile 99 tedious and decla- 
matory; and his language is fre- 
quently rendered difgu@tul by the 
iatroduction of bombattic aad at. 
fected expreflions, which are in- 
coniivent with the chaite dignity 
of billorical writing, | We are for- 
ry to oblerve fuch imperfections in 
a work of undoubted and ferling 
merit, as they render it lefs ac- 
ceptable: to general readers, and 
can ferve only to perplex and con- 
tule the philojophical enquirer. 


3 


In a new edition of his hiftory of 
Scotland, Dr. Rebertfon his pres 
fented the public with “ Additions 
and Corrections to the former Fdi- 
tlONs 5 ** which are alfo publithed 
lua feparat ¢ form, tor the benefit 
ot thofe who are already potter ‘d 
of that valuable work, In this 
publication our author, after a 
candid attention for twenty-eight 
years to the remarks of his triend $, 
and the ftrictures of thole who en- 
tertained diflerent {entiments from 
himielf, maintains his tormer Opi- 
nion reipecting the trap factions 
which took place during the = 

of Queen Mary which he fup- 
perts with new evid ence, collected 
trom diferent papers in writing and 
print, to which he has lately had 
accefs. Notwith{tanding our own 
periuation, which we treely declar- 
ed in the preceding article, it 
would be injuftice not to fay, that 
his arguments are powerful a and 
{triking ; and that the opinion of 
the Duke of Norfolk, which he 
exprefled not only in his public 
othciil letters, ‘but to his moft cons 
fidencial friends, is urged by him 
with peculiar force. 

The * Hiftory of the Internal 
Affairs of the United Provinces, 
from the year 1780, to the come 
mencement of Hoitilities in June 
1787," is the prodvu¢tion of a fen- 
fible and well-informed writer, on 
a fubjeét which is no lefs complt- 
cate, than it is intereiting and ime 
portant. After giving a concile 
and pe ripicuous account ot the con- 
ftitution ot the republic, our au- 
thor leads us to an acquaintance 
ttith the different parties ihto which 
it was divided, and the refpective 
views of each. Of thefe, and of 
the different rranfactions during the 
period under contideration, he ap- 
pears to be a judicious and faith- 
tul hittovian. How far his raiders 
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tnay agree with him in his political 
{peculations, will depend, in. a 
great wea en the creed whith 
they have adopted. Our author’s 
pri inciples lead him to with well to 
the democratical influence. And 
whether they are juit or not, can- 
not be d rene by the prevalent 
opinion, by the imaginary interetts 
of this country, or by yhe events 
which have taken place during 
the latter part of the year, but by 
an appeal to truth and reafon. 

The ** Defence of tne Stadtholder- 
fhip ; with a Review of the pernicious 
Con‘equences ‘hat have attended the 
Alliances and Connections of the 
United Provinces with France, &c. 
by John Andrews, L.L. D.” con- 


tain, likewife, a fhort hittory of 


efeven United Provinces; of the 
ee imftances which point out the 
necetlity of fupporting the office at 
Stadtholder ; and of the origin, 
progrefs, and prefent flate of the 
Louveftein, or French party ; 

which is drawn up with much li. 
bet ality and good fenfe, though 
the author entertains very different 

views from thofe attributed to the 
lait mentioned writer. 

Mr. Hamilton’s * Hiilorical Re- 
hation of the Origin, Progrefs, and 
final Diffolution of the Government 
of the Rohilla Afgans, in the Nor- 
thern Provinces of Hindoftan,”’ is 
a curious and intereliing account 
of a people, who have, of late, 


engaged much of the attention of 


the Engl fhnation. The materials 
for this “work Mr. Hamilton deriv- 
ed from a Perfian manufcript, and 
other papers which he procured 
from the confidential fecretary of 
the Rohilla chief, Kyzoola Khan. 
Thefe materials ‘he had arranged 
and tranflated into Englifh, ten 
years ago; but was prevented 
from publithing them, by reafons 
of delicacy, which, he imagines, 
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do no longer exift. Without ful 
pecting the impartiality of his 
views, in this publication, we think 
that his obfervations throw con- 
fiderable light on the flate of India 
under the government of the Ma- 
hommedans ; but muit leave his 
readers to eilimate the merits of 
the narrative part, from the au- 
thenticity and credit of the papers 
to which he refers in fupport of it. 
The ilyle and languare of this hif- 
torical relation do Mr. Hamilton 
no difcredit, 

Colonel Fullarton’s # View of 
the Englith Interefts in India, &e.” 
contains many well-written obfer- 
vations on the extent, and local cir. 

cumftances ofthe Englith poffeifions 
in that quarter of the globe ; trom 
which much ufetul information 
my be derived. His narrative, 
alfo, of the operations of the army 
un der his coinmmand, and the hints 
which he fuggeils for the im. 
provement of the military fyflem 
and difcipline, are fuch as reflect 
honour cn his profeffional charaérer, 
But whether the gloomy picture 
which he draws of declining agri- 
culture, trade, and population in 
that country, 1s taken from nature, 
we will not take it upon ourfelves 
to determine. But with refpect to 
hi. obiervations on the mifmanage- 
ment f the executive power, aid 
the meafures which he recommends 
for attaching the great body of the 
natives tothe Knglilh caule, they 
are certainly de ferving of the at- 
tention of government, 

In the “¢ Remarks upon coloncl 
Fullarton’s View of the Enelith In- 
terefis in India, by an Officer late 
in the Company’s Service in Ben. 
gal,”’ the obfervations of that writ- 
er refpecting the geveral ftate of 
that province, and the military ar- 
rangements there, are warm! 
cantefled, In other refpeéts chis 
anonymous 
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anonymous author coincides in 
opinion with the colonel, and Te- 
commends the improvements which 
he would have introduced in the 
military departments. How tar 
our awhor or colonel Fullarton is 
to be juflified, in the oppofite 
and contradictory accounts which 
they give of the flate and fitwation 
of Bengal, mutt be decided by col- 
hteral tcftimony. 

« The Hiftory of the Revolu- 
tion of South Carolina, from a 
Britifli Province, toan independent 
State, by David Ramiay M. D. 
Member of the Amencan Con- 

refs,” is a work which is deferv- 
ediy entitled to our approbation 
ne To the following de- 
elaration of the author we give full 
credit, that ** embracing every op- 
portunity of obtaiming genuine in- 
formution, he has fought for truth, 
and that he has afferted nothing, 
but what he believes to be fact.” 
The events which took place in 
South Carolina, which was the 
feeue of action during a coniider- 
able part of the American war, 
ave related by him in anintelligent 
and candid manner; his reficctions 
are manly and philoiophical; and 
the flile of his compolition is al- 
ways correct, and often animatd, 

Lieutenant Colonel Tarleion’s 
* Hitiory of the Campaigns of 
azso and 1781, im the Southern 
Provinces of North America,”’ 
commences with d’k{latgn’s attack 
on Savannah, in the autumn of 
8779, and procee’s to give a mi- 
mute detail of military operations, 
wail che furrender at York town 
and Gloucefler. Excluiive of what 
miy be learnt from the official let- 
ters of the Brith, Amerean, and 
French ofticers, and a compilation 
of the accounts given in different 
periodical publications, of which 
the public are already in poftiettion, 
we icarcely meet with any inior- 


mation in this work. The author’; 
evident intention is to vindicate 
his own character as an ofhcer, 
with regard to the iffue of fome 
unfucceisful engagements, and, pure 
ticulurly, that fatal one at Cow- 
pens. In doing this, we think him 
too tedious and laboured in reciting 
his own particular merits and fer- 
vices; and too free in cenfurin 
the conduct of Lord Cornwallis 
and Lord Rawdon. The obierva- 
tions which are properly his 
own, are frequently delivered in 
a lively and fpirited manper;: 
but the juflice of them hath beca 
called in quettion by military cri- 
tics ; and the accuracy of the nar- 
tative part ftrongly contefled both 
by American and Englith hittori- 
ans. 7 
Among the American hiftorians, 
Dr. Ramfay’s reprefentations, on 
every important military tranfac- 
tion, continually comradict him. 
And among the Briuth officers, 
who ferved in the fame army, and 
who were prefent at the fame 
actions, Roderick Mackenzie, late 
Lieutenant of the Seventy-firtt 
Regiment, has publifhed very fe- 
vere * Strictures on Lieutenant 
Colonel Tarleton’s Hittory.” ‘thefe 
ftrictures se.cue from oblivion the 
names of many gallant othcers, cf 
whofe fuperior merts, Cokonel Tar- 
leton had neglected to make the leatt 
mention; and, in a manly and 
pointed fiile, expofe his vain-glo- 
ous endeavours to etlablith the 
credit of his qwvn military atchieve- 
ments, Nor is pur author {paring 
m his remarks on his errors and 
mifreprefentations. Thefe he de- 
tects, inthe true fpirit of military 
criticifm ; and with a warmth and 
animation of language, that would 
fecm to be dictated by a love of 
truth, andthe refentments of of- 
fended honour. ‘To theie rictures 
Mr. Mackenzie has added a detail 
et 
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of the fiere of Ninety-fix, and an 
gocount of the rec apture of the 
Ifland of New Providence. 

The tranflation of Captain 
Ticlke’s ** Account of fome of the 
moit remarkable Events of the 
War between the Piuifians, Aufhi- 
ans, and Rulhans, from 1756 to 
$703 &c. by captains C. and R, 
Craufurd,” is a publication that 
will be pariicularly aecePtR ble to 

entiemen of the army. Captain 
‘Tielke futiains the firit rank among 
writers on military tactics, His 
prefeat work, which.in the origt- 
pal confils of fix volumes, is not 
intended to deliver a connected hifs 
tory of all the events of that feven 
years war; but to record the ac- 
count of fuch campaigns, and par- 
ticular a ions, as may afford the 
author examples of his military 
maxiuns; and enable him to illul- 


trate a ‘* Complete Treaife of 


every branch of Field Fortification, 
combined with, and adapted to the 
Principles of Tactics.” The vo- 
lume before us, which is the only 
one yet tranflated, contains the 
guthor’s detail of the affair of Max- 
en, iy which general Fink with 
an army of 15000 inen was ol bliged 
to furrender prifoner of war to the 
army of the empire; with his ac- 
count of the different plans of de- 
fence which might have been adopt- 
ed. The obfervations of Mr, 
Tiel\e, aud the rules and exam- 
ples by which he illuftrates them, 
as far as we are capable of j judging, 
appear adinirably adapted to con- 
yey knowledge and intiruction to 
the military findent; and they 
afford. real and important informa- 
tion tothe future hifloman. The 
tranihators, likewife, appear to have 
done juftice to their original ; and 
to be equally liberal a: nd accurate 
in the elegant eng rravings which 
agcompany this wolyspe. 


In Biography, the firt publica- 
tion which attracts our notice is 
“ The Hittory of the Lives of 
Abeillard and Heloifa; with their 
genuine Letters, from ‘the Collec- 
tion of Amboife. By the reverend 
Jofeph Berington.” The fubjects 
of this hiftory were diftinguithed 
for their accomplifim: nts, and 
their misfortuyes; and have been 
celebrated not only by the pen of 
the Hiftorian, but in the fong of 
the Poet. But both their characters 
have been reprefented in a falfe and 
injuriaus light; and, efpecially, 
that of the cemerous ‘and amiable 
Heloifa. It was with a view of 
of vindicating their fame, and of 
drawing a juft p werait of thofe 
** oreat and confpicuous perfon- 
ages, who had commanded the at- 
tention of the age, and whofe vir- 
tues their contemporaries even had 
been careful to celebrate,” chat 
Mr. Berington fat down to this 
hiiiory. ‘This tafk he has exeecur- 
e¢ with much fpirit and fuccefs. 
[lis recourfe has been to the bett 
authorities, with the aid of which 
he has compoted fuch memoirs of 
the unfortunate lovers, as are exe 
ceedingly curious and interefting. 
Bur our author’s labours are not 
confined to chis object. By giving 
an account of the literature ct the 
age, of the public tranfachons, 
and of the mott remarkable cha- 
ra¢ters who flourifhied in it, he has 
thrown confiderable light on a very 
dark period of ecclefiathical hiltory, 
This work, in genera’, difcovers 
much acurencfs and juitnefs of 
thinking. Notwithilandime the au- 
thor’s attachment to the principles 
of the Roman Catholic religion, 
«* he is unthackled in his thoughts, 
and free in his expreffions.”” His 
file is lively and animated; and 
frequently, though not uniformly, 
elegant. We fonetimes mect with 
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words and phrafes that are exccp- 
tionable in the judgment of fober 
ecritictrim. But thefe faults, into 
which Mr, Beringtoo has been be- 
trayed by the ardour of his imagt- 
nation, are trifling and infigniffeant 
when oppoted to the general merits 
of his hiftory. We are happy to 
learn, from the preface to this 
work, that our author intends to 
continue his hiftory through the 
brilliant and important periods 
which fucceeded to the age of A- 
betllard. 

«© The Life of Samuel Johnfon, 
L.L. D. By Sir John Hawkins, 
knight, ” confifts of a vaft mafs of 
heterogeneous matter, from which 
it is no eafy tatk to feparate the 
parts which properly belong to the 
hero of the ftory. Belide the life 
of fohnfon, our author has entered 
into a mumber of tedious digreflions, 
in which he has introduced an ac- 
count of all his contemporaries of 
whom he had any knowledge, and 
various unconnected fragments of 
criticifin, politics, and legal deci- 
tions. Wath refpect to Johnfon's 
lite, Sir John has acded little, if 
any thing, to the information of 
which we were before pofleffed: 
and, we are forry to obfcrve, that 
he has fhewn no more tendernefs, 
no more jutlice to the memory of 
his triend, than any of his former 
biographers. From many of the 
anecdotes refpecting the contem- 
poraries of Johnfon, and the lire- 
rary clubs of which he was a 
member, we have received con- 
fiderable entertainment. But we 
have been difgufted with the unjutt 
and rancorous abufe which he has 
wantonly poured on feveral excel- 
lent ciraracters, whofe names and 
merits will not foon be forvotten. 
Of the Koight’s critical powers, 
the ipecimens which we have in 
the volume before us do not lead 


us to entertain the highett eftima- 
ton ; and the opinions which he 
delivers on the fibjetts of politics 
and morals, are too crude and dog- 
matical to receive our implicit af- 
fent. On the whole, thouch this 
mifcellaneous compofition abounds 
in materials and facts which may 
prove of ufe to the patient hifiorie 
cal enquirer, it is too complex, ir 
regular, and inelegant, to pleafe 
the general reader, or to infure its 
author even a moderate fhare of 
celebrity. 

Dr. Difney’s ** Memoirs on the 
Life of Dr. John Jebb,” which he 
has prefixed to a collection of his 
works, is a juft and becoming tri- 
bute trom the author to the memo- 
ty of his deceafed and excellent 
friend. Dr. Jebb’s life was diftinr- 
guithed by the moft zealous efforts 
in the caufe of truth, and an un- 
daunted attachment to the civil and 
religious interefls of mankind. ‘To 
thefe he made fuch facrifices as af- 
ford ample and unequivocal tefti- 
mony to the integrity and upright- 
nefs of his views. The biographi- 
cal account before us, appears to 
be faithful and impartial. It con- 
tains a plain and accurare relation 
of the events of his ufeful and ami- 
able life, ** and on this batis refts 
his reputation.”” The memoirs of 
Dr. Jebb will be read with pleature 
even by thofe who entirely cifape 
proved of his theological and po- 
litical fentiments: and the thanks 
df the public are due to Dr. Dif 
ney, for the aythentic particulars 
which he has communicated of fo 
refpecta! Je a charaéter. 

Mr. Pugh’s account of * Re- 
markable Occurrences in the Life 
of Jonas Hanway, efq. &c.” isa 


performance the perufal of which 
has afforded us much pleafure and 
entertainment. It is divided by 


the author into three parts, In 
the 
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the fir& part, Mr. Pugh has given 
an abridgment of Mr. Hanway’s 

travels into Perfia; a work toe well 
known and received to ttand in need 
of any of our encomiums. The 


fecond part contains an account of 


the various public concerns in 
which Mr. Hanway difplaved un- 
common activity and public fpirit, 
and a degree of philanthropy and 
berevolence, of which we have burt 
few examples. In the third part 
we meet with the author’s delinea- 
tion of the character of Mr. Han- 
way, and his manner of living ; 
which is accompanied with a num- 
ber of anecdotes that will be tound 
honourable to his memory, and 
entertaining to the reader. *Mr. 
Pugh, who has executed his work 
in a pleating and interetting manner, 
appears to have been peculiarly 
qualified to become the biographer 
ot Mr. Hanway, as he had retided 
under his root trom his earlicit 
youth, and was admitted to his in- 
tumacy and frie ndihip. 

“ The Life of Scipio Africanus, 
and of Epaminondas ; intended as 
a Supplement to Plutarch’s Lives ; 
now firit trantlated into Englith, 
from the original French of the 
Abbe Seran de la Tour, by the rev. 
R. Parry,” is a well written and 

agreeable piece of Biography, white h 
was originally publithed fo tar back 
as the year 1739, and which we 
are glad to recognize in an Englith 
drefs. Scipio “and Epaminond: rT) 
were two of the moilt illuftrious 
characters in antiquity: and the 
foutces whence our author derives 
his information refpecting them, are 
the moft authentic Greek and Ro- 
man hiftorians. In availing him- 
felf of their aid to form a regular 
connetted hiftory, as well as in his 
abfervations and reflections, ovr 
author has difcovered contiderable 
tafte and jadgment; and his de- 


‘and interefting. 


fess] 


feriptions are frequently animated 
He, likewife, has 
the merit of relating many cir. um- 
ftances concerning thofe heroes, 
whica are but littl known. ‘The 
tranflation ts, in general, executed 
with fidelity ; though we meet oce 
cafionally with colle quial barba- 
rifms, and with forms of expre! thon 
inconliftent with the idiom of the 
english langage, 

The Life of M. Turrot, 
Costipnrotter. General of the Finan- 
ces of France, by the M: arquis de 
Condorcer, tranflated trom the 
French,’ contains a warm panes 
ryric on Pen able minitter, and an 
accurate vicw of his political fpe- 

ations and = opintons. his 
work is a curious and learned pers 
formance; compoted by an authot 
of extentive knowle: doe and albili- 
tics ; wad relatngw to a character 
eminently diftinguifhed by an en- 
liv hrened compre henfive mind, and 
an incetatiy. bl e zeal in the public 
fervice. And what rénders it the 
more valuable is, that the marquis 
has not confined himfelf to a dee 
tail of the virtues, opinions, and 
pians of M. Turgot, but has en- 
riched his narrative with his own 
fentiments and thoughts on the 
fubjects of government and finance. 
Thefe will be found far too jul! and 
liberal to be approved by the fup- 
porters of defpotifm and bigotry ; 
they are more congenial to the opi- 
nions and reafoninesof Englifhmen. 

In Monke’s * Life ‘of Vol- 
tairc,’’ we have a tranflarion of a 
wotk which has been sfcribed to 
the Marquis de Villette, who mar- 
ried Macemoifelie de Varicourts 
the adopted daughter of M. de 
Voltaire. Although it may admit 
of forme queflion whether this 


work be the aétual production of 
the nobleman juft mengioned, there 


is every reafon for coneluding that 
bre 
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hefurnifhed the materials for it; and 
that theie are genuine andauthentic. 
This publication, however, docs not 
fupply us with many new circum- 
flances relating to the philo{upher 
of Ferney. What is mott curious 
in it is, the detail of his bebavi- 
our in his lal moments; which 
differs materially from ali the for- 
mer accounts which have been laid 
beforethe public. We have, ona 
former occafion, lamented, that not 
one of the biographers of Voltaire 
has devoted any par: of his labours 
to counteract the mifchief to reli- 
gion and morals, which many of 
his writings have a tendency to 

reduce. In this refpect the writer 
ofore us pofleffés no recommenda- 
tions which give him any fuperiori- 
ty to thofe who have preceded him. 

The ** Memoirs of Mr. Henry 
Mafirs de la ude,” contain a 
very fingular and interefting nar- 
rative of the confinement of the 
author, for thirty-five years, in 
various ftate prifons of France ; 
and of the ttratagems which, at 
different umes, he fuccefsfully 
adopted in order to offect his efcape. 
Notwithtlanding that feveral of the 
circumilances rela‘ed in thefe me- 
moirs are {0 very extraordinary, as 
to feem to border on the marvel- 
lous and incredible, we have no 
juft reafon for doubting the vera- 
city of the author. His ftory is 
related in a manner that is pecu- 
liarly fimple and engaging, and 
will be found highly gratitying to 
the curious reader, 

Under ‘he head of Antiquities we 
mect with a curious and valuable 
publhicationin a collection of * Origi- 
nal Letters, written during the reigns 
of Heary VI. Edward IV. and Rich- 
ard iL}. by various Perfons of Kank 
or Coniequence, with notes Hitto- 
ricalond kxplanatory, by John Fenn 


efq. M. A, and F, S. A, im two vo- 


lumes.” Thefe Letters were mot 
of them written by, orto. particular 
perfns ot the family of Patton m 
Nortolk, from which they came in- 
to the poffeffion of the earl of Yur. 
muuth, Aiterward they became the 
property of that great collector and 
antiquary, Peter le Neve, efq.; trom 
hin they defcended to Mr. Martin, 
and were a part of his Collection 
purchafed by Mr. Worth of Dits in 
Norfolk ; from whom, in 1774 they 
came to the editor. The period to 
which they relate, was remarkably 
turbulent and -diftracted ; and is, 
perhaps, leds thluitrated by hittorical 
documents, han any other period 
fince the Norman Conqueil.** What- 
ever, therefore,” fays the edivor, 
** tends to throw a gleam of lighton 
fu clouded an horizon, mutt be a 
gratetul pretent to thofe who would 
inveiligate their country’s flory ; 
and when we have defpaired of re- 
covering any important documents 
ot thofe difaitrous times, the flight- 
eft relics of fo obfcure a featon may 
feem aloft as precious as the bet- 
ter preferved remains of periods ful- 
ly iliutlrated.”? As we find ourfelves 
under no difficulty in fubfcribing to 
Mr. Fenn’s obfervation, we do not 
hefitate in adding, that the pubiic 
thanks are duc to him, for his induf- 
try in arranging chronologically, 
and in tranfating into modern lan- 
guage this interefting collection, 
which will not only gratify the cu- 
riolity of the antiquary, but contii- 
bute to the information of the bifto- 
rian. it were to be withed, that 
other gentlemen of independent tor- 
tune, and-efpecially the owners of 
eliates which formerly belonged to 
religious houfes, ftimulated by the 
example of the editor, would fat- 
fer their collections of family pa- 
pers to be examined by perfons 
qualified tor the undertaking. By 
thefe means many new aad interett- 
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jing events in hiftory might be 
brought forward to view ; and much 
information be obtained concerning 
important circumi{tances, of which 
- our knowlege is exceedingly circum- 
feribed and imperfect. The work 
before us is enriched with a number 
of engravings of portraits, auto- 
graphs, paper-marks, and feals, 

«¢ A Collection of Original Royal 
Letters, written by King Charles 
the Firjt and Second, and the King 
and Queen of Bohemia, &c. by fir 
George Biomley, bart.” will alfo 
prove an acceptable prefent to the 
ftudentin biography and antiquities. 
The letters in this collection came 
into the poffeffion of fir George 
Bromley in confequence of his be- 
ing defceuded from Ruperta, a na- 
tural daughter of Prince Rupert, 
third fon of Frederic king of Bohe- 
mia, and nephew to Charles the 
Firlt, king ot England. Many of 
thefe letters are written in French ; 
others in Englifh ; a fewin Italian ; 
and tome in German. We do not, 
however, find in this colleétion 
much information refpecting public 
tranfactions. Their principal value 
confifts in the delineation which they 
prefentto us of the private character 
ot feveral illuftrious individuals, 
aud in the means which they afford 
us of afcertaining the motives of 
feveral of the principal actions in 
which they were concerned To 
this collection the editor has prefix- 
ed a fhort but intereiting account of 
the Palatine family, in order that 
the circumftances peculiar to thein, 
aad which are reterred to in the 
letters, may be the more intelligible 
tothe reader. ‘This volume is or- 
namented with portraits of prince 
Rupert, the qucen of Bohemia, 
Ruperta, and Emanuel Scrope 
Howe, efq. which are executed in aa 
elegant and mafterly manner. 

The eighth volume of ** Archa- 
A78>. 


ologia, or Mifcellaneous Traéts re- 
lating to Antiquity, publifhed by 
the Socicty of Antiquaries of Lon- 
don,” hike all the former collecions 
by that learned body, contains many 
valuable and entertaining papers. 
If trem the numerous articles of 
which it is compofed, we were to 
felect fuch as have particularly en- 
gaged our attention, we fhould 
mention a fketch of the afylum or 
fanctuary, trom its origin to the h- 
nal abolition of it in the reign of 
James the Firft, by the rev. Samuel 
Peyge; Mr. Willis’s effays on the 
Ikencid-ftreet of the Romans; the 
account of the difgoveries made in 
digging a fewer in Lombard -tlreet 
and Birchin-lane; obfervations on 
the antiquity of card-playing, by 
the hon. Daines Barrington, the 
rev. Mr. Bowle, and Mr. Gough ; 
Mr. Ledwich’s obiervations on our 
ancient churches ; Mr. Pegge’s cir- 
cumitantial detail of the battle of 
Lincoln, A.D. 12173 the account 
of Brimhain rocks in Yorkfhire, 
by Hayman Rooke efq. Mr. Mac 

neil’s detail of the caves of Ambo- 
la, Canmara and Elephanta, near 
Bombay ; and Mr. ‘Topham’s hifto- 
rical and defcriptive account of an 
ancient paintivog. To this volume 
there is allo added an appendiy, 
conlifling of felected mifcellancous 
matter, and a lilt of prefents and 
ublications. 

Tothe numbers of the * Biblio- 
theea Typographica Britannica,” 
which have already been publifhed, 
ten more have been added during 
the prefeat year, Of the fubjects 
of thefe Numbers we Shall endea- 
vour to give as diitinét an cnumera- 
tion as the nature of our work will 
admit of. They confift of an hifto- 
rical defcription of the Zetland 
iflands, from a manufcript of the 
late Thomas Gifford of Butta, efq. 
the hiftory and antiquities of Burn 
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well Abbey, and Srurbridge fair ; 
the hiftory and antiquities of the 
arith of Lambeth in the county of 
purry ; the -hillory and antiquities 
of the town, colleve, and caiile 
of Fotheringay, in the county of 
Northampton ; a fylloge of the re- 
maining authentic infcriptions rela- 
tive to the ereftion of our Englifh 
churches, by the rev. Samuel Pegge 
A. M. the hittory and antiquities of 
Rhadigund’s or Broadtole abbey 
near Beier. accompanied with a 
collection of tradefmen’s tokens iflu- 
ed inthe Ifle of Thanet, and the 
Kentith cinque ports ; a defcription 
of fome ancient buildings and mo- 
numental ftones in Kent, and a dif- 
fertation on the Urbs Rurupie of 
Prolemy, and the Lunden-Wic of 
the Saxons, by the rev. Janes 
Douglas, F. S. A.; the hitlory of Af- 
ton Framville and Burbach, includ- 
ing the hamlets of Sketchley and 


Smockington, and the granges ot 


Leiccfler and Horetton in the 
counties of Leiceffer and Warwick 
&c.; an hiftorical account of the 
parifh of Odall in the county of 
Bedford; an Appendix by Mr. 
Priddon, to the hiftory of Recul- 
ver and Herna; and an Appendix 
to the hiftory of Croydon, with a 
litt of the manerial houfes which 
formerly belonged to the fee otf 
Canterbury, a defeription of ‘T'rim- 
ty-houfe Guildtord, and brief notes 
on Batterfex, Cheliham, Nuttield, 
and Tatsfield in the county of Sur- 
ry. From thefe ftores the antiqua- 
ry and topegraphical hiftorian 
may promife chemielvet abundant 
information and entertainment. And 
from the pleafure which we have 
received on the peruial of them, we 
may fately predict that their moit 
fanguine expectations will not be 
difappointed. Nafmith’s edition of 
Tanner’s ** Notitia Monattica,”’ 
contains feveral valuable additions 
2 


to the former impreffion of that ex. 
cellent work; and feme alterations 
in the arrangement of it, which are 
advantageous and convenient. The 
additions confitt of accounts of re- 
ligious houfes not noticed in the 
former editions, and of references 
to books and manuferipts illuttrat- 
ing thetext, | he principal altera- 
tion in the arrangement of it, is 
made by placing the feveral articles 
in each county in alphabetical in- 
flead of chronological order, by 
which means the reader is able to 
comprehendin one view the accounts 
of all the religious houfes that were 
in the fame city or town. Mr. 
Nafmith, befide the eafy accefs 
which he had to many valuable li- 
braries, which he teems to have 
confulted with great care and aili- 
duity, was favoured with Dr. Tan- 
ner’s own copy of the Notitia Mo- 
nattica, containing many manu- 
feript notes and obfervations in 
the margin ; anda copy which had 
belonged to that eminent antiquary 
the late rev. Wm. Cole; which 
copy is depofited in the untverfity 
library at Cambridge. 

‘¢ The Hiftory of the Antiquitics 
of the Town and Church of South- 
well, in the County of Notting: 
ham, by W. Dickinfon  Rattall, 
A. M.” is a publication which 
does much credit to the abilities avd 
diligence of the author; and which 
is ornamented by many fuperb and 
elegant engravings ‘This work % 
divided into fix chapters. In the 
firit, the author examines into the 
fiate and hiftory of Southwell 
during the time of the Komans, 
and while it was in the hands of 
the Saxons, and points out the 
changés which it has undergone to 
the prefent time. In the fecond 
chapter Mr. Rajla!! enquires into 
the conftitution of the churcb at 
Southwell. The three following 
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chapters give an account of all the 
benefactors and patrons of the 
church; of the lives of all the 
archbifhops of York, who were 
connected with Southwell, from 
Paulinus the firft, to Dr. Markham 
the prefent Archbifhop ; and of the 
antiquities in-and about Southwell, 
The fixth chapter contains the mo- 
dern hittory of this place, from the 
civil wars in the reign of Charles 
the Firll, to the Rettoration; the pee 
digrees ot fome of the principal fa- 
inilies in the town and i's environs; 
and a number of anecdotes which 
will be principally acceptable to 
the inhabitants of Southwell. - On 
the whole, this work gives evident 
proots ot the author’s induftry, and 
of his accefs to valuable and curi- 
ous fources of information ; and 
bids fair for an honourable and 
lafting reputation among our 
choiceft produétions in local hiftory. 
*¢ Pretiwich’s Refpublica; ora 
Difplay of the Honours, Ceremonies 
and Entigns of the Common-wealth 
under the Protectorfhip of Oliver 
Cromwell,” is a mifcellaneous and 
curious performance, which will be 
principally acceptable to heralds 
and genealogifts. The firtt part 
of this work contains a genealogi- 
cal table, in which Cromwell is de- 
rived from Blethin ap Kynvyn, 
prince of Powis. In the fecond 
< we have an account of the fo- 
emn inveftiture and inftallation of 
Oliver into the protectorthip ; with 
a defcription of the flags and ar- 
morial bearings of fe:erak of the 
commanders and captains of com- 
panies in the armies of the com- 
mon-wealth, &c. &c. The third 
part defcribes the death and fune- 
ral of Oliver Cromwell, with the 
funeral enfigns of honour, and 
other particular circumflances re- 
lative to the ceremony and its ex- 
penes. The fourth part contains 
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a treatife on the conflitution of 
England ; and a difplay of the ftyle, 
title, and arms of the prefent royal 
familye Inthe latt part, we have 
an alphabetical roll of the names 
and armorial bearings of the pre- 
fent nobility, and ancient families 
of this kingdom. A continuation 
of this work is intended by the au- 
thor, Sir John Prettwich, who re- 
quetis the communications of thofe 
who are attached to this curious 
branch of fcieuce. 

Governor Pownall’s * Notices 
and Deferiptions ot the Antiquities 
ot the Provincia Romana ot Gaul, 
&c.”” are intended by the author 
to affift the enquiries of the anti- 
quary, and to inilruct the traveller 
who fhall pafs through the fcenes 
which he has undertaken to exe 
plore. Contidered in this view, 
his publication pofleffes a very 
great fhare of merit. His defcrip- 
tions, which are illuftrated by 
finely drawn and well engraved 
plates, are faithful and accurate ; 
and his differiations and conjec- 
tures contain abundant evidence of 
the author's learning and ingenuity. 
We were more particularly interett- 
ed by his accounts of the origin, 
and peculiar inititutions of Mar- 
feilles ; his defcription of the tro- 
phwal arch, and fepulehral monu- 
ments at Glanum Livii near St. 
Remis; his cdiflertation on the 
flatue of Serapis; and his difcut 
fion on the nature and itruéture ot 
the Roman aqueducts. Thefe, 
befide many of his reflections on the 
natural riches, and comparative 
magnificence of the ancient an4 pre 
fent flate of the country, are ex’ 
tremely curious and inRructive ; 
and will amply gratify the attcn- 
tive reader. 

Mr. Pinkerton’s ‘* Differtation 
on the Origin and Progrets of the 
Scythians or Goths,” is a perform- 
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ance in which the reader will dif- 
cover much ingenuity and learning ; 
and not a few of the peculiarities 
which we have on former occations 
obferved in the writings of this 
gentleman. ‘The prefent work is 
divided into two parts. The firtt 
is employed in proving the identity 
of the Scythians, the Geta, and 
the Goths; in fhewing that they 
came originally from Pertia into 
Europe; and in deticribing the 
eaftern and weftern fettlements of 
that people. In the fecond part, 
Mr. Pinkerton undertakes to prove, 
that the Germans are neither of 
Sarmatic nor Celtic origin, but 
thatthey were originally Scythians. 
To eftabhth this point, he appeals 
to the identity of their language, 
the teftimony of ancient authors, 
and the fimitarity of their manners, 
From this fhort analylis of the Dit- 
fertation betore us, our readers will 
perceive, that the author oppofes 
the generally received opinions of 
all modern hiltorians; and, we 
think, with much apparent fuc- 
cefs, The perufal of this work 
has afforded us both pleafure and 
intormation; while atthe fame time 
we were led te wifl, that he had 
referved to himfelf tome ot his inci- 
dental opinions, which have no im- 
mediate relation to his fubject, and 
that he had been more tparing of 
the contemptuous and grofs abuie 
which he pours on thofe who hold 
contrary fentiments from his own. 
*“« The Hittory of Limerick, Ec- 
clefiattical, Civil,and Military, from 
the carlicit Records to the Year 
1787, By J. Ferrar, Citizen of Li- 
merick,”’ is divided by the author 
into fix parts. The firit and fecond 
of thefe tveat of the ancient and 
prefent ftate of the city, and the 
moft remarkable events which have 
taken place in it, The third and 
fourth parts deferibe the churches, 


religious houfes, public “buil lent, 
&ec. ‘The fifth contains a lift of the 
provofts, mayors, the charter of 
the corporation, and of the men of 
genius and learning whom the place 
and neighbourhood have produced, 
The fixth part contains a deterip- 
von of the county of Limerick ; 
and fome particulars relative to the 
commerce, agriculture, and inter. 
nal ttate ot Ireland in general. This 
hiftory of Mr. Ferrar, which he 
has illuitrated by fifteen engravings, 
appears to be the refult of much in- 
duitry and application; and, while 
it will prove particularly acceptable 
to his tellow-citizens, is not unde- 
ferving of the notice of the hifto- 
rian and antiquary. 

Among the books of travels which 
have been publifhed during the 
year, Mr. Volney’s * Travels 
through Syria and Egypt, trant- 
lated trom the French, in two vo- 
lumes,” are enutled to our warm 
applaufe and recommendation. 
This gentleman, who in the early 
part of life had habituated himielt 
to literary purfuits, having fuc- 
ceeded to an independent fortune, 
determined to adorn his mind, and 
improve his judgment by travet- 
ling. And as Syria and Egypt pof- 
fefs powerful attractions, both on 
account of their ancient and prefent 
flate, he fixed on thofe countries to 
be the fcenes of his invettigation. 
In gratifying his laudable paffion, 
our author fpent no lefs than three 
years ; in which fpace he had time 
and abundant opportunities tor mak- 
ing himfelf maiter of the language 
of the people with whom it was ne- 
ceflary for him to converte, and for 
a repeated and intumate acquain- 
tance with the objects of his enquiry. 
In following Mr. Volney through 
thefe volumes, we have found our- 
felves uncommonly interefted and 


entertained. When delivering the 
obfervations 
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obdfervations which he made in 
Egypt, he frequently corretts the 
opinions of Mr. Savary, efpecially 
thofe relative to che enlargement 
and rife of the Delta, and the hif- 
tory of Ali Bey ; and equally i inte- 
refts the n: aturalit and the hittorian, 
by his account of the climate and 
ftate of the air in that country, and 
of its prefent political and commer- 
cial ftate. But the part of this work 
which will be more particularly ac- 
ceptable to European readers, is 
that which relates to the natural 
and political hiftory of Syria; its 
antiquities ; its feveral inhabitants, 
and their mannerof living. The au. 
thor gives an account of the rovern- 
ment of the Turks in Syria; the 
adminiftration of juftice; the flare 
of religien, of agriculture, of trade 
and commerce, and of the arts and 
fciences. Thefe volumes aftord e- 
qual teitimonies to the author’s 
learning, to his knowledge of man- 
kind, and to his fidelity and accura- 
cy as a narrator of facts: and we 
can ventute to promife the reader 
of them much rational information, 
and elegant entertainment. The 
tranflation appears to be faithtuily 
and neatly executed. 

The “ Travels through Germa- 
ny, ina Series of Letters, written 
in German by the Baron Riefbeck, 
and trantlated by the late reverend 
Mr. Maty, in three Volumes ,” pot- 
fefs a much higher degree of merit 
than mott of ‘the pu tblications of 
this defcription, which have lately 
been offered to the public. The 
author appears to have been a man 
of fentiment and obfervatiou, who 
viewed the inhabitants of the va- 
rious diftri¢ts of which Germany is 
compofed with a curious and phi- 
lofophical eye; and whote judi- 


cious refleSions ‘and remarks fhew, 
that he is not only well acquainted 
with the political tate of the cm- 
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pire, but withthe general hiftory of 
Europe, The picture which he 
draws of the inhabitants, and their: 
manners, is new and interefling. 
And his defcriptions of the princi- 
pal cities, and the country through 
which he patled, of the ttate of li- 
terature, of the arts and fciences, 
of agriculture and commerce, of» 
theirpublic and privateamufements,* 
are delivered with that accaracy 
and variety, that render them both 
inttructive and entertaining. It 
was with much pleafure that we 
found our intelligent author intro- 
duced to the Englith reader ; though 
we could with that fome friend had 
corrected many of the inaccuracies 
of tlyie, and unpolifhed expreilions, 
for which che trantlator's fevere and 
tedious indifpotition was his futtici- 
ent apolovy 

Of the Political Produétions of 
the year, which have been exceed- 
ingly numerous, we thall not ate 
tempt to give a diftinctaccount, but 
briefly mention the tubjects of them 
under the different clatles to which 
they are to be referred. 

Among the other objects of dif- 
cufion, the charaéter and conduct 
of Mr. Hattings have been alter- 
nately defended and attacked by our 
political writers, In the number 
of the advocates of that gentieman, 
the anonymous auther of ** An Ape 
peal tothe People of England and 
Scotland, in Behalf of Warren 
Haitings, Efq.”? as a {fpirited and 
fentible writer, who pleads the e- 
mergency of circumtt: unces, and 
the manners of the people, in ex- 
tenuationet the meafures for which 
he has been aceufed; efpecially in 
the inftance of the two begums. 
The Speech of Major Scott, in 
the Houfe of Commons, on the 
Fourth Charge againtt Mr. Haf- 
tiags,” is alfo an able and zealous 
endeavour to vindicate his tnend’s 
R 3 condyt 
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conduct in that tranfaction. The 
** Appeal to the People” has been 
vigoroully attacked in a pamphiet 
called ** True Policy ; or Helps to 
a right Decifion on the Principles 
advanced in Defence of Mr. Hat- 
tings, by One of the People ot 
England.” On the fame hide of the 
ueftion were publifhed ** Obferva- 
tions of the Court of Directors on 
the refpective Conduct of Warren 
Haftings, Fig. Sir John Clavering, 
K. B. Colonel Geo. Monion, R. 
Barwell, and Philip Francis, Efqrs.” 
and * Original Letters from Warren 
Haflings, Efq. Sir Evre Coote, 
K. B. and Richard Barwell, Efq. 
to Sir Thomas Kumboli, Bart. and 
Lord Macartney, K. B.” The 
firft of thefe pamphlets, inttead of 
being a publication of the court of 
directors, contitts of a number of 
extracts fromthe official letters of the 
court to the pretidency of Bengal. 
cenfuring the conduct of Metirs 
Haftines and Barwell, on tome par- 
ticular occafions, and commending, 
in particular inflances, the conduct 
of the oppofite party And the 
** Original Letters” are publithed 
to. fhew, thar difagrcements fub- 
filted between Mr. Hattings and his 
colleagues, of whieh he was folely 
and inproperly the caufe. Befide 
thefe publicarions, a fevere and 
fhrewd attack on Mr. Hatlings ap- 
peared in ** Obfervations on his 
Defence,” by an unknown author, 
who particularly undertakes to con- 
demn his conduct in regard to the 
Rohillawar. How far the conduct 
of Mr. Haftings on the occations to 
which thefe pamphiets reter, is to 
be juftified or condemned, remains, 
as yet undetermined by the high 
court of parliament. 

But the difcuffions on the fubject 
of Indian politics, have not been 
confined to the merits of Mr. Hat- 
tings. An act lately pafied tor re- 


gulating the fervants of the Eat 
India company has been Warinly 
atracked by the author of “* A Hine 
tothe Britith Nation on the Viola- 
tion of their Conititutional Rights :” 
who reprobates that ftatute as what 
tends to deprive thofe gentlemen of 
their moit valuable bleilings of free- 
dom, particularly of the trial b 
jury. The eftablifhment alto of the 
board of control, and the committee 
of fecrecy, has been condemned in 
fevere and pointed language, by 
George Tierney, ef}. in “ The 
real Situation of the Eaft-India 
Company confidered, with re{pe& 
to their Riyhts and Privileges, un- 
der the Operation of the late A& of 
Parliament.” 

‘The commercial treaty has prov- 
ed, as might have been expected, 
a great object of contention, and 
produced a plentiful harveit of po- 
litical fpeculators, both in defence 
and condemnation of it. Among 
the moft valuable of the publica. 
tions in defence of it we may rank 
the ** Hiflorical and Polrtical Re- 
marks on the Tariff ot the Com- 
mercial ‘Treaty ; with preliminary 
Obfervations ;”? in which the author 
has entered into an elaborate, but 
clear and perfpicvous ditcuthon of 
his fubject. In the fame lit we 
muft, in juftice, place ** The Ne- 
ceflity and Policy of the Treaty 
contidered, by Anglicanus ;"* ihc 
* Helps toa right Decihon on the 
Merits of the late Treaty ;”’ and 
«| A Commercio-political Eilay on 
the Nature of the Balance of Fo- 
reien Trade, as it refpects a Com- 
mercial Intercourfe between Great 
Britain and France, and between 
Great Britain and other Nations.”’ 
‘Thefe pamphlets are the produc- 
tions of fentible and well-informed 
writers; and deferve to be diltine 
guifhed from the mafs of common 
and temporary publications. Nor 
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might che * Anfwer to a Complete 
Inveitigation of Mr. Eden’s ‘I'rea- 
ty,” to be pafled by unnoticed. 
On the oppofite fide ot the quettion 
there have, hkewile, appeared fe- 
veral fenfible and lively writers, 
who have attached the weaty, and 
the framers of it with a variety of 
keen and powertul reafoning, A- 
mong the rei, the author of 
the ** Complete Inveitigation of 


Mr. Eden’s Treaty, as it my 
afiect Commerce, the Revenue, 


or the general Policy of Great Bri- 
tain,” is aa intelligent and fubtle 
dijputant, who endeavours to con- 
vict every part of that treaty of 
abiurdity; and to fiew, that it 
threatens deftruction on every poli- 
tical and commercial intereit of this 
country. Such alfo are the writers 
ot * A View of the Treaty, &c.” 
‘* The Principles of Britith Policy 
contratied with a French Alliance ; 
in five Letters trom a Whig Mem- 
ber of Parliament to a Country Gene 
tleman ;”” the *' Obtervations on 
the Agriculturaland Political ‘Ten- 
dency of the Commercial Treaty ;” 
and ** An Appeal to the Landed fn- 
iereft of Great Britain, on the Ope- 
ration of the Commercial ‘Treaty 
with France.””) Among the other 
pamphlets which have been pub- 
lithed, of the fame political coms» 
plexion, the reader may feleét 
‘* Danger at our Doors; an Ad- 
drefs to the Freemen of London, 
and of every Corporate Town in the 
Kingdom, on the unconilitutional 
and injurious Tendency of the Fifth 
Articleof the Commercial Treaty ;”" 
and ** ‘The Britifh Merchant for the 
Year 1787, addretled to the Cham- 
ber of Manutaéturers, &c.”’ 

In confequence of the diftur- 
bances which prevailedin the South 
of Ireland, of which an account 
was given in the hiftorical depart- 
ment of our Regilter of lait year, 
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feveral appeals have been made to 
the public by the clergy of the dif- 
ferent communions, Of thele we 
fhall endeavour to give. as compreif- 
ed a review as poilible.—The 
firit publication which we fthall 
mention is, ** The prefent State of 
the Church of Ireland, by Richard, 
Lord Bifhop of Cloyne.” ‘The 
object ot this prelate is to point out 
the precarious and dangerous fitua- 
tion ot the eftablithed church in 
Ireland, trom the number of ca. 
tholic and proteitant , diffenters, 
whom he confiders to be equally 
hoitile to its profperity; and to 
fhew, ** that of the three perfua- 
fions, the members of the eltablifhed 
church alone can be cordial tends 
to the entire conftitution of the 
realm, with perteét contiftency of 
principle.’ ‘Thete reprefentations 
he endeavours to recommend to the 
ierious contideration of the friends 
of the protettant intereit; and con- 
cludes with a pathetic detail of the 
fuflerings to which the etlablifhed 
clergy have beer cruelly and wan- 
tonly expoted. . 
This publication foon called forth 
an able advocate for the protettant 
diffenters, in Dr. Wm. Campbell, 
minifter of Armagh, who addrefied 
to the bifhop a temperate and maf- 
terly ** Vindication of the Prine 
ciples and Character ot the Prefby- 
terians of Ircland.”” Dr. Campbell 
recites at large the fufferings and 
merits of the party to which he 
belongs; and gives fuch proofs of 
their Joyalty and public fpint, as 
muit effectually eradicate the leaft 
jealoufy of their defigns, from the 
liberal and candid mind. Mr, 


O'Leary, likewife, whofe writings 
the bithop of Cloyne thinks caicu- 
lated to raife difcontent and indig- 
nation in the Roman catholic pea- 
fantry, againit the national clergy, 


and the legiftature, has itepped for- 
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ward in “ defence of his conduct 
and writings, during the late dif- 
fturbances 19 Munfter.”” In this 
pamphlet he Y gare ne with much 
laufibilicy and apparent truth, the 
rith catholics from the charge of 
being difaffected to government ; 
and traces the outrages of which 
the bifhop complains, to the exac- 
tions of the tythe farmers ; in op- 
pofition to which the protettants 
were full as active as the catholics. 
—— Soon afterwards appeared ** A 
Letter from the moft reverend Dr, 
Butler, titular Archbifhop of Cathel, 
to the right honourable Lord Vif- 
count Kenmare,” in vindication of 
the catholics againft the infinuations 
of the bifhop of Cloyne. The 
rincipal object of this publication 
1s to affert the fincerity of the ca- 
tholic bifhops in taking the teft of 
allegiance required by government; 
and to juttify the oath taken by them 
at. their confecration. How far he 
has fucceeded in the latter part of 
his defign, does not feem to be ge- 
nerally admitted by the members 
either of the proteitant or catholic 
communion, To this gon 
of Dr. Butler’s fueceeded * Ob- 
fervations on the Political Influence 
of the Doctrine of the Pope’s Su- 
remacy, by William Hales, D. D. 
Fellow of Trinity College, Dub- 
Yin.” In thefe Obfervations our 
learned and ingenious author con- 
tefts the pofition, that the contfecra- 
tion oath of the catholic bifhops is 
by no means inconfiflent with the 
Wrestinice of a fubjeét to his prince; 
and vindicates the bifhop of Cloyne 
againtt the mifreprefentations of his 
ailertions, both by Dr. Butier and 
Mr. O'Leary. 
' Jnturning our attention to the 
yeneral fubjeét of Irith politics, 
we meet with Mr. William’s endea- 
your to prove ™ An Union of Eng- 
land ung Ireland to be practicable, 





and equally beneficial to each King. 
dom, &c.”” In this pamphlet our 
author is a ftrenuous advocate for 
the completionof the meafure which 
he propofes, and is equally zealous 
in difluading the Irith from making 
any efforts toward independence, 
Bur though his fpeculations are well 
intended, his reflections on fuch a 
complex and important fubjeét feem 
rfot to have been futhciently matur- 
ed to call for the attention of the 
public. The fame fubjeé has been 
more ably and fully difcuffed in the 
*¢ Confiderations on the Political 
and Commercial Circumflances of 
Great Britain and Ireland, as they 
are connected with each other; and 
on the moft probable Means of ef- 
fecting a Settlement between them, 
tending to promote the Interefls of 
both.” The ingenious author of 
this publication examines his fub- 


jet with great attention, and enters 


largely into the obftecles which ren- 
der a legiflative union with Ireland 
impracticable. With thefe he fug- 
gefts other difficulties which ftrong- 
ly point out the inexpediency of 
fuch a political feheme. What he 
recommends is, a commercial union 
on the footing of liberal equality. 
This, indeed, is a defirable object ; 
but we fear the time is yet at a di- 
#ance, when the two kingdoms will 
be unanimous in adopting a fyttem 

of commercial regulations. 
No fooner was it under{tood that 
the diffenting laity had it in contem- 
lation to bring forward a motion 
in parliament for the repeal of the 
corporation and teft acts, than a 
variety of publications appeared on 
a fubjeét fo interefiing to a nume- 
rous and refpectable part ‘of the 
community. The committee who 
were appointed by them for the ma- 
nagement of that bufinefs, circu- 
lated a paper called ** The Cafe of 
the Protefiant Diffenters;” which 
wag 


. 
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was drawn up in a concife and maf- 
terly manner, ftating the hiftory of 
the corporation and teft aéts; the 
hardfhips to which confcientious 
diffenters were fubjected by thofe 
obnoxious ftatutesy ani the juitice 
as well as policy of granting them 
effetual relief. The principles laid 
down in this cafe were repeatedly 
fupported and oppofed, by various 
writers, of different defcriptions. 
This we fhall perceive from the fol- 
~ Jewing lilt of pamphlets on the fub- 
ject. The firft, in point of impor- 
tance, in favour of the meafure in 
quettion, was entitled ** The Right 
of Proteftant Diffenters to a com- 
ete Toleration aflerted ; or, an Hif- 
torical Review of their Situation 
under the Laws impofing the Sacra- 
mental Teft on Perfons admitted to 
Offices, &c.’? The fenfible and li- 
beral author of this performance 
has comprifed in it a complete view 
of the arguments which are urged 
in favour of the diffenters; and 
gives a faithful and impartial detail 
of the hiftorical circumttances which 
have any relation to his fubjed. 
On the fame fide appeareda judi- 
cious and well written treatife, en- 
titled *¢ Refleétions on the Oaths 
which are tendered to Subjects in 
this Country ;” a difpaffionate and 
fenlible ** Appeal to the Candour, 
Magnanimity, and Juttice of thofe 
itt Power, &c.”? anda republication 
of the excellent “*Bifhop Hoadly’s 
Refutation of Bifhop Sherlock’s 
Arguments againit a Repeal, &c.”” 
to which are added, by the editor, 
the fentiments of Dr. Sykes and 
Mr. Paley on the fame important 
fubject.—Soon atter this queition 


had been debated in the houfe of 
commons, the name alfo of Dr. 
Prieftley, appeared to ** A Letter 
te the Right Honourable William 
Pitt, on the fubjeét. of Toleration 
and Church Eftablifhments; occa 
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fioned by his Speech againft the Re- 
peal of the Teit and Corporation 
Acts ;”” in which the author warmly 
expottulates with the minifler on 
his oppofition to the motion of the 
diffenters, and juftifies the equity 
and expediency of granting their. 
claims. 

The fir publication which 
peared on the oppofite fide of the 
queftion, was written, if we are to 
credit the work itfelf, by a proteft- 
ant diffenter. In his ** Letter to 
the Deputies of the Proteftant Dif. 
fenting Congregations in and about 
the Cines of London and Weitmins 
iter, &c.”’ he difapproves of their 
application to parliament, as being, 
in his opinion, unwarranted by the 
general voice of the diflenters, and. 
unfavourable to the real interefts of. 
their caufe. The author of this 
pamphlet writes with temper and 
moderation, although his argue 
ments do not carry with them 
much weight orenergy. The fame 
occafion hath alfo called forth 
** Obfervaiions on the Cafe of the 
Proteftant Diflenters ;” in which 
the author objects ro the reprefen-. 
tatioas which had been given in 
that paper of the original reafons 
for pafling the teft aét; andintro- 
duces many of the common argu- 
ments againfl extending to the dif- 
fenters the benefit of a complete 
toleration ; and a republication of 
‘¢ Bifhop Sherlock’s Arguments a- 
gainftja Repeal of the Corporation 
and Teft Acts ;” the ftrength of 
which had been tried, and their 
fallacy fuiliciently afcertained, in 
the memorable Bangorian contro- 
verfy. A well intentioned, if not 
an able writer, has alfo publifhed 
«* Curfory Remarks on the reverend 
Dr. Pricitley’s Letter to the Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer, contain- 
ing Hints humbly offered in fa- 
vour of the Eflablifhment, ~~ 

ut 
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But the * Letter to 2 Member of 
Parliament, on the Cafe of the 
Proteftant Diffenters,” and * An 
Addrefs to the Proteftant Diffen- 
ters, &c. by the reverend Jofeph 
Berington,” are of a very different 
complexion from any of the pam. 
phlers, the citle of which we have 
announced. ‘They contend for the 
expediency of a general repeal of 
all penal ttatutes that regard relt- 
ave opinions; and plead, unan- 
werably, that the only teft of “a 
good citizen fhould be an obliga- 
tion to be a peaceable fubject, and 
an hone man.” In this fentiment 
we periectly agree with them; and 
think it the only one that can be 
fupported with any confiftency, 
And we think, that rheir ttriftures 
on the cafe of the diffenters, if not 
all equally well founded and hbe- 
ral, are, neverthelefs, many of 
them, deferving of the ferious 
contideration of the gentlemen by 
whom it was publickly circulated. 
Of the other Political Publica- 
tions, during the year, which do 
not fall under the heads we have 
{pecitied, thofe which we apprehend 
to be moft worthy of notice are, 
* A thort Review of the Political 
State of Great Britain, at the Com- 
mencement of the Yeur 1787 ;” 
«© A Retrofpect of the Portraits late- 
ly delineated in a Short Review, 
&c.”’; ** Political Sketches, by a 
Citizen of America ;”  Obferva- 
tions on the Corn. Bill, wherein the 
propofed Alteration in the Laws for 
regulating the Exportation and Im- 
rtation of Corn, is fairly examin- 
ed ;”’ ** A general View of the Rill 
ferred to Parliament, during the 
lat Seffion, for preventing the Il- 
licit Exportation of Wool, and five 
Sheep, by Mr. John Anftie, Chair- 
man of the General Meeting ;” **A 
Letter to the Duke of Grafton, on 
the Bill now depending in Parlia- 


ment, for preventing the % 
ation of live on Wee 
“* Reflections on a late Refolution 
of the Houle of Peers, re{pectin 
the Peerage of Scotland ; addrefie 
to the Chancellor, and C. J. of the 
Common Pleas ;” and ** The State 
of Alterations which may be pro- 
pofed in the Laws for regulating 
the Elections of Members of Parlia. 
ment for Shires in Scotland, by Sir 
Jobn Sinclair, Bart.” 

Under the head of critical, claf. 
fical, and polite literature, the firtt 
work which claims our notice is, 
** The Heetopades of Veefhnoo- 
Sarma ; in a Series of connected 
Fabies, interfperfed with Moral, 
Prudential, and Political Maxims ; 
tranflated from an Ancient Manu- 
feript, in the Sanikreet Language, 
with explanatory Notes, by Charles 
Wilkins.” ‘Thete fables are arrang- 
ed under four heads ;_ the acqui- 
fition of a friend; the fepara- 
tion of a favourite ; of difputing ; 
and of making peace. They have, 
undoubtedly, a claim to very con- 
fiderable antiquity. According to 
the account given of them by fir 
Wilham Jones, the fame of them 
had reached Pertia fo early as the 
lutter end of the fixth century ; 
when the fovercign of that country 
fent his chief phyfician into India, 
for the fole purpofe of obtaining a 
copy of what was deemed to con 
tain the choiceft treafures of mora- 
lity and policy, After much difh- 
culty, occafioned by the jealoufy of 
the rajahs, who preferved it among 
the moft fecret arcana of govern- 
ment, he obtained a Perfian trantla- 
tion of this celebrated work, with 
which he returned to his own coun- 
try. From this verfion, various 


tran{lations have, at different times, 
been made into moft European lane 
guages. Many of thefe fables, con- 
fidered feparately, are fimple and 
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perfpicuous ; and convey maxims 
of morality in elegant and beautiful 
language. But the fame imperfec- 
tion attends them, which is obferv- 
able in all compofitions of a fimilar 
kind ; that which arifes from at- 
tributing human faculties and paf- 
fions tothe brute creation. And we 
think that ther connection with each 
other is frequently confufed ; and 
that, fometimes, the relation which 
they bear to the fubject which they 
are intended to illuftrate, is not very 
eafy to be difcerned. Still, how- 
ever, they are a curious monument 
of antiquity ; and Mr. Wilkins is 
entitled toour thanks, for the neat- 
nefs and clegance of his veriion, 
and the ufetul explanatory notes 
which accompany it. 

The * Lectures on the Sacred 
Poetry of the Hebrews, tranflated 
from the Latin of the Right Reve- 
rend Robert South, D. D, &c. by 
G. Gregory, F. A. S. in two vo- 
lumes,” form a workavhich the Eng- 
lith reader will receive with much 
pleafure and gratitude, as a fource 
of elegant amufemenr, and ufetul 
inftruction. Few publications have 
attained to higher celebrity in the 
learned world, than the original 
leéftures, of which thefe volumes 
area tranflation, And one peculiar 
proof of their excellence is, that 
though intended to illuftrate the 
Hebrew poetry, their utility is by 
no means contined to that object, 
*¢ They embrace all the great prin- 
ciples of general criticiim as deli- 
vered by the ancients, improved by 
the keen judgment, and polifhed 
tafle of their author.”* And ‘though 
the learning and genius difplayed in 
them, mutt even excite our warmett 
admiration ; thoughthey abound in 
curious refearches, and in refined 
and exquitite obfervation ; though 
the {plendor of the fentiments and 


ei¢zance of the fiyle will captivate 
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the imagination and earof the claffi- 
cal er, they are calculated for 
perfons of tafle and general read- 
ing, as well as for what is com- 
monly called the learned world,” 
Much praile is due to Mr, Gregory, 
for the accuracy and fidelity with 
which he has tranflated this excel- 
lent work. Sometimes, indeed, he 
may appear to be deficient in exe 
preiling the fenfe of his author, ac- 
cording to the animation and {pirit 
of the original. But thefe inflances 
occur fo rarely, that they are loft 
in the gencral merits of his verfion. 
To this tranflation Mr. G 

has fubjoined the excellent criti. 
cifms of profeflor Michaelis, taken 
from the Gottingen edition ; and 
many valuable notes of his own, 
and of his friend Mr. Henley, which 
are a learned and acceptable addi- 
tion to thefe Lectures. 

Hawkins’s edition of the cele- 
brated comedy of ** Ignoramus,” is 
by far the mott perfect and corre@ 
of any which we have met with, 
The editor has beftowed great in- 
dutiry and care in collating all the 
printe. and manufcript copies which 
he could procure. He bas alfo add- 
ed a profufion of notes, and illuftra- 
tions ; many of which are curious 
and valuable, while a great part of 
them might have been omitted, 
without prejudice to the work, or 
to the critical abilities and tafte of 
Mr. Hawkins. What is molt in- 
terefling and amufing in this publi- 
cation is, that part of the prolego- 
mena which gives an account of 
King James’s vifit to Cambridge, 
when this play was firft performed, 
and of his reception and behaviour 
at she univerfity. 

The new and elegant edition of 
“ Bellendeni de Statu Libri tres,” 
is a work —_ will be read 
with liar pleafure by the poli- 
idutivend the claffical fcholar. Bel- 

lendenus 
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lendenus was mafter of the pleas in 
the reign of James the Firft ; who, 
being a patron of lirerature, fup- 
ported him at Paris, in honourable 
and affluent, circumitances, while 
he compofed the feveral admirable 
treatifes which reflect fuch honour 
on his literary character. His three 
books de Statu were become fo ex- 
ceeding ly fcarce, that very few of the 
learned world were acquainted with 
them. Thefe treatifes abound with 
admirable inftrudtions for the poli- 
tical condu€t of princes and -fub- 
jefts ; which are particularly ap- 
plicable to. mixed governments, And 
the language inwhich they aredrawn 
upistruly Ciceronian. ‘lo thefe the 
editor has affixed twoexcellent La. 
tin poems, by Bellendenus, which 
were found inthe Britifh Mufeum ; 
one of which is an epithalamium 
on the marriage of king Charles the 
Firft ; the other a panegyric on the 
embafly to Spain. In the editor’s 
pretace to this volume, we. meet 
with many judicious criticifms on 
the ftyie of Bellendenus ; and a de. 
teétion of the plagiarifm of Dr. Mid. 
dicton, who, in his life of Cicero, 
has borrowed not only much of the 
matter, buteven of the method and 
arrangement of our author, without 
the lealt acknowledgement of his 
obligations. But what will be found 
particularly interefting in this pre- 
tace are, the characters which the edi- 
tor draws of our moft famous modern 
politicians ; efpecially thofe of Mr. 
Burke, lord North, and Mr, Fox, 
Thefe gentlemen, whom he diftin- 
guithes by the epithet of the three 
Englith luminaries, are fpoken of 
by him in terms which convey the 
warmeft and moft ardent approba- 
tion ; and in language that is ele- 
gant and fafcinating : while the mi- 
nifterial party are attacked by the 
keeneft weapons of wit and fatire. 
Without aflenting to.our author’s 


political opinions, we eannot but 
admire the numerous beauties of 
his compofition ; and recommend it 
as a ftriking {pecimen of energetic, 
pure, and elegant Latinity. 
Dalziel’s ** Collefanea Greea 
Minora, ad ufum Tironum aceom- 
modata,’’. contain a number of jus 
dicious fele¢tions from Afop, Hi- 
erocles, Palaphatus de incredibili- 
bus Hiftoriis, Lucian, Plutarch’s 
Apophthegmata, Xenophon’s In. 
ftitutio, Anacreon, Bion, Mofchus, 
and Tyrteus,.which appear to be 
well calculated to. affift fuch as are 
but moderately advanced in Greek 
luerature. ‘lo thefe {elections are 
annexed a fhort account of each of 
the authors from whom they are 
taken ; annotarions illuitrating the 
more obfcure paffages ; and an ufe- 
ful lexion, explaining the different 
words which occur in the extracts. 
From lord Monboddo’s pen the 
public has received, during the pre- 
fent year, a fourth volume * Of the 
Origin’and Progrefs of Language.” 
This volume is divided by the au- 
thor into two books. In the firtt, 
he enters into a comparifon of the 
excellencies and defects of different 
languages, in which he treats of 
words, firfi, merely as articulate 
founds, capable of variety and me- 
lody ; and then as fignificant, fing- 
ly and in compofition. Under each 
of thefe heads he lays down the 
charadiers of gencral excellence, 
by which he tries the merits of fe- 
veral languages, ancient and mo- 
dern, and always decides in favour 
of the Greek. In the fecond book 
he explains the nature of ftyle 
in its different kinds, and points 
out the diftiné characters of the 
epiftolary, dialogue, and hiftorical 
ftyle. Tothefe he adds, remarks 
on Xenophon, Plato, Cicero, lord 
Shaftefbury, and Harris, as dia- 
Jogifis ; aud on Herodotus, on 
, whom 














whom he beftows the-palm, as an 
hiftorian. In the volume before 
us, as in the former productions of 
his lordfhip, ‘the reader will per- 
ceive evidences of his extenfive ac. 
quaintance with the objedts of lite- 
rature ; and may derive information 
from many of his juft and pertinent 
remarks. He will alfo meet with 
many of thofe peculiar and extra- 
vagant notions which will call forth 
the fmile on the graveit counte- 
nance. No one wil fufpect that we 
are influenced by prejudice againtt 
the author, when he is found main- 
taining, that ‘* men fing before they: 
fpeak ;"’ that ** the ufe of language 
was fir{t taughtin Egypt by the god 
Teuth;” and the ** cuckow, who 
articulates his own name mufically, 
railing the tone of the firit fyllable 
a third above the lait, comes nearer 
to the Greek pronunciation than 
any thing he knows,’’ 

Walker’s ** Melody of Speaking 
delineated ; or: Elocution taught 
like Mutic, by vilible Signs, adapt- 
ed to the Tones, Inflections, and 
Variations of the Voice, in Read- 
ing and Speaking, &c.”’ 4s equaliy 
deferving of our praife and recom- 
mendations, with his former valu- 
able works, which have tallen under 
our notice. The rules which in 
this volume he delivers tor modu- 
lation, are proofs of the accuracy 
of his judgment, and the nicencts 
of his ear, His examples in profe 
and verfe are *well chofen ; and 
given in one page without marks, 
and in the other with notes of in- 
flections, breaks, and inftructions 
for the variation of tones. We 
think, however, that his remarks 
on circumtiexes, one of which be- 
gins with the rifing, and ends with 
the falling inflexion upon the fame 
fyllable, and the other begins with 
the falling and ends with the rifing 
inflexion, cannot be perfectly com- 
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prehended without oral afliftance. 
To thofe who with to attain a full, 
diftin, and elegant elocutioa, we 
recommend this production as an 
ingenious and ufetul guide. 

The ** Concordance to Shake- 
fpeare, fuited, to all the Editions ; 
in which the dittinruithed and 
rallel Paflages in the Plays of that 
jualy admired Writer are methodi- 
cally arranged, &c.’ is the firft ac- 
tempt, of which we have any 
knowledge, towards fupplying the 
public with what has long been a 
defideratum in literature. The plaa 
of the editor is, ‘* to make the poot 
fometimes fpeak ‘in maxiins and 
fentences; and at ocher tunes to 
give his defeription of ove and the 
fame afiection and paffiony as it is 
feen in different perfons, and at dif- 
ferent feafons; or ag it, may be 
called forth by accidental, by fo- 
reign. and oppofed circumftances.” 
A work that requires. fo much la- 
bourand attention is, unqueltion- 
ably, deferving ot our thanks ;: and 
we hope that our authay wall meet 
with fuch encouragement as fall 
engage hun to enlarge his plan, and 
render it more pertect. But the 
principal excellence in this volume 
confifis of upward of three hundred 
notes and illuttrations, which are 
intended to elucidate the obfeuritics 
of our immortal bard, Thele notes 
fufficiently evince the author’s ac- 
quaintance with Shakefpeare ; and 
that he is poilefled of that genius 
and attention which quality him 
ter this line of criticnin. «Even 
his conjectures, in which he follows 
the impulfe of a bold imagination, 
and may feem, fometimes to betray 
too great a fondne(s tor innovation, 
do well deferve the attention ot tu- 
ture commentators. 

Grofe’s ** Provincial Gloflary ; 
with a Colleétion of Local Proverbs, 
and Popular Superititionsy’ is . 

wor 






work by which that ingenious gen- 
tleman has laid the public under 
freth obligations to him, in facili- 
tating their acquaintance with our 
‘ancient writers. Many partial 
colleftions, in the form of glof- 
- faries, have already been made, and 
well received. ‘¢ Thefe are all 
here united ‘under one alphabet, 
and augmented by many hundred 
words collected bythe editor in the 
ditferent places wherein they are 
ufed ; the rotation of military 
quarters, and the recruiting fervice 
having oceafioned him to refide, 
‘for fome time; in moft of the coun- 
ties of England.” !n this divitiqn 
of his work, our author has fo fa- 
tisfactorily explained the terms and 
phrafes which occur, that wecould 
with that it had been more full and 
complete. ‘The local proverbs in 
this colleGiion, are enlarged and 
corrected from Fuller, Ray, and 
other writers. With refpect vo the 
concluding part, which treats of 
popular faipantiicions, it has been 
chiefly collected from the works of 
king James the Firft, Glanvil, Dr. 
Henry More, Beaumont, Aubrey, 
Mather, Baxter, &c. Whut is new 
in this divilion, captain Grofe re- 
ceived “ from the mouth of village 
hittorians, as thev were related to 
a clofing circle of attentive hearers, 
affembled in a winter evening, 
around the capacious chimney of 
an old hall or mantion-houfe.” ‘This 
lait part, as it exhibits the ftrange 
vagaries which fill poflefs the 
minds of the vulgar in different 
parts of thefe ‘kingdoms, is pecn- 
tiarly interefling. On the whoie, 
we have received much pleafure 
and entertainment from the work 
defore us, although we think that 
fome of the author’s explanations 
ure crrontous. 

Mr. Cumberland has, during the 
prefent year, publifhed a new edi- 
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tion of the * Obferver,”’ in three 
volumes; In the aceount which 
we gave of the firtt edition of this 
inttructive and entertaining work, 
we beftowed on our author a 
due proportion of praife, for the 
learning, ingenuity, and excellent 
tendency of his writings ; while, at 
the fame time, we freely cenfured 
him for his numerous inacurracies 
and imperfections. We are now 
happy in being able to inform our 
readers, thatthefe blemithes are done 
away ; and that they were principal- 
ly to be attributed to an incautiouf- 
nefs which attended the working off 
the former numbets at a country 
prefs. The ftyle in which thefe 
volumes is writien is polified and 
refined : many of the mifcellancous 
papers are inftructive and pleating ; 
the criticifins ingenious and juit ; 
and the numbers which are devoted 
to religiwus fubjects ferious and ule- 
ful. In his continuation, likewite, 
of the hittory of Grecian literature, 
the author is entitled to our warmeit 
commendations. Much of the in- 
formation which has been buried 
in the voluminous annotations ot 
the fcholiatts, he has cleared from 
the rubbifh, and delivered in the 
form of a regular and interefting 
hartative. But while we accompany 
him with pleafure in his learned re- 
fearches, and view with genuine 
fatisfaction the fuccefsful defence 
which be fets up for Ariftophanes, 
we fee! ourfelves much hurt at the 
manner in which he involves So- 
crates in the deferved difgrace to 
which he coniigns the encmies of 
that Poet. We think chat this recri- 
mination was by no means neceflary 
to the vindication of his favourite ; 
and that it is condemned by the ge- 
neral fenfe of his virtue and inte- 
grity, which was entertained by his 
fellow citizens, the repentance uni- 


verfally thewn for the unjuft fen- 
tence 









tence pronounced againft him, and 
the united teflimony of the mott 
authentic hiftorians. 

*¢ The Lounger, a periodical Pa- 
per; free at Edinburgh, in 
the Years 1785, and 1786, in three 
Volumes,” is a work which pro- 
ceeds from the fame fchool with 
the Mirror, to which we gave our 
appiaufe in a former Regifter. And 
although we do not think it, on 
the whole, equally intereiting with 
that performance, we look upon it 
to be entitled to a confiderable fhare 
of approbation and praife. Many 
af the papers in thefe volumes are 
diftinguifhed by good fenfe, and 
elegant writing ; and many others 
by incereiting narratives, and juft 
and accurate obfervation. As this 
work has met with that kind of re- 
ception from the public, which bids 
fair to give it an e(tablifired character 
among our moft acceptable pertodi- 
cal writings, we would r commend 
te to the editors, to correct fiich in- 
elegancies and provinctal expref- 
fions as a careful perufal will eafily 
point out to them, that it may be 
confidered not only as an enter- 
taining mifcellany, but as a claffical 
authority. 

Colman’s * Profe on feveral Oc- 
cafions, accompanied with fome 
Vieces in Verfe, in three Volumes,” 
is chiefly a collection of his fugi- 
tive pieces, by which the public 
have, at different times, been enter- 
tained, and which they will receive 
with renewed plea‘ure in their pre- 
fent form. What is new in these 
volumes confilis of remarks on Shy- 
lock's reply to the fenate of Ve- 
ni¢e, which is ingenious, if not fa- 
tisfactory ; thoughts on public edu- 
cation, containing a mafterly de- 
fence of that practice, in oppofition 
to the arguments of Mr. Locke ; 
fome humorous and witty poems ; 
and fuch prologues and epilogucs 
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as were written by him for the pri- 
vate theatre of Wynniay. The 
claims of Mr. Coiman to a re 
{pectable rank in the literary world, 
have been long ago fubttantiared ; 
and his reputation will futter no lofg 
by his legitimating the various 
papers of which theie volumes are 
compofed, 

The Pharos ; a Colle&ion of pe- 
riodical Eflays, in two volumes,” 
is an elegant and amufing litte 
work, for which the public’ are 
indebted to a female pen. ‘The 
eflays of which it confitis, contain 
many excellent rules of virtue and 
morality ; and many ingenious and 
lively remarks on life and manners, 
delivered in neat and correét lan- 
guaye. From the nature of the 
fubjects difcuffed in this publica- 
tion, and the excellent shdeney of 
the fentiments which it inculcates, 
we may venture to recommend it 
to cur revsders, as what may be pe- 
rufed by them with pleature and 
profit. 

Mr. Webb’s “ Literary Amufe- 
ments in Verfe and Profe,” carry 
with them the fame marks of cor- 
rect tafte and cultivated *penius, 
which difttinguith the other writings 
by which he is known to the world. 
The prefent litte volume confiils 
of an imitation of the fotirth futire 
of Boileau; thoughts on mannets 
and janguages; an eflay on pirey 
writing, which was betore pub lids. 
ed in 1763; firi¢tures on Florus ; 
and two or three picces in verfe. 
"The remarks of ourown author are, 
in general, fo judicious, and his ac- 
quaintance with the fubjects on 
which he treats fo extenfive and fa- 


- miliary that his charaCter as a wri- 


ter will fuffer no injury from the 
St of this elegant -Mifcel- 
any. 

The fame ingenious gentietnan 
has alfo publifhed ** Some Reafons 
for 
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for thinking that the Greek Lan- 
guage was borrowed from the Chi- 
nefe ; .in Notes on the Grammatica 
Sinica of Monf, Fourmont.” Thefe 
reafons are deduced from the affinity 
which our author has remarked be- 
tween thefe languages; and a va- 
ricty of sefemblances which, he 
thinks, ought to be admitted as 
decilive proofs of a common parti- 
‘Cipation. But our knowledge of the 
Chinefe is too imperfect to enable 
ws to form any opinion of its rela- 
‘sion with the Greek. ‘Thofe who 
aie better acquainted with that On- 
ental language, will determine how 
far the arguments of Mr. Webb are 
fatisfactory. 

« The Microcofm, a periodical 
Work,”? is the production of fome 
literary youths at Eton, which con- 
tain ftriking evidences of genuine 
humour, elegant tatie, and exten- 
five infurmation. The ittyle allo 
in which they are written is remark- 
ably correct and pure. From thefe 
early efforts of talents and genius, 
the difcerning reader will form the 
higheft expectations of future excel- 
len Ce 

The author of “‘Two Dialogues, 
containing a Comparative View of 
the Lives, Characters, and Writ- 
ings of Philip the late Earl of Chef- 
terfield, and Dr. S. Johnfon,” pro- 
tefles to form a jut and difpaflionate 
eftimate of the merits and defects 
of thefe refpetive charafters: but 
we do not think that he has executed 
his tak with impartislity. We 
fhould rather characterife the pro- 
duction before us under the utle of 
_ an ingenious and elegant defence of 
the character of the abovementioned 
nobleman, at the expence of Dr. 
Johnfon’s abilities, and general me- 
rits. But how much foever we 
may admire the fpirit of the writer, 
whatever difagreeable impreffions 
the friends and foes of Dr. Johnfon 


have alternately made on our minds, 
we cannot fub{cribe to the conclu- 
fion of this author, that lord Chef- 
terfield ‘* was in truth, take him 
for all in all, as good a man, as 
found a moralift, and as eloquent 
awriter as the renowned philofo- 
pher.” Whatever defects attended 
the character of the lattcr, we mutt 
ever regard him as a warm and 
fteady friend to the interefts of vir- 
tue; and the former, notwith{tand- 
ing the eulogies of his panegyrifts, 
we muft clafs among the mott dan- 
gerous and fubtle advocates for im- 
morality. 

The * Difcourfe delivered to the 
Students of the Royal Academy, 
on the Diftribution of the Prizes, 
December i1, 1786, by the Preti- 
dent,” like the other annual dif 
courfes of fir Jofhua Reynolds, is 
a model of elegant compolition, and 
replete with the mott ufeful inftruc- 
tion. The intention of this dif- 
courfe is to fhew, ‘ that painting 
is not only, not1o be confidered as 
an imitation, operating by decep- 
tion, but that it is, and ought to 
be, in many points of view, and 
ftriétly {peaking, no imitation at all 
of external nature.” This afler- 
tion which at firft fight may feem 
too bold, is fufficiently confirmed 
in the fubfequent parts ef the dif- 
courfe, in which fir Jofhua defires 
to be underftood as difcouraging a 
fervile imitation, which muft ever 
reftrain the painter from exhibiting 
what is great, and from addrefling 
the imagination and feelings, which 
is the true object of his art. We 
need not add, that the obfervations 
of fuch a judge and artift are de- 
ferving of the repeated fludy of 
thofe who would excel in the art of 
painting. 

The laft place under our head of 
critical and polite literature we have 


referved for an account of ‘* Ob- 
* fervatiens 
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fervations relative to Picturefque 
Beauty, made in the Year 1772; 
on feveral Parts of England; par- 
ticularly the Mountains and Lakes 
of Cumberland and Weftmoreland, 
by William Gilpin, M.A.” Of 
_this elegant and valuable work it is 
not eafy to fpeak in terms of too 
high commendation, Mr, Gilpia 
conducts his readers through the 
moft romantic and interefting fcenes 


which this country affords, which: 


he defcribes in the moft pleating 
and luxuriant language; and ac- 
companies his defcriptions with a 
number of well executed and beauti- 
ful engravings. ‘Thefe fcenes are 
introduced by him, to confirm the 

rinciples which he adopts, and to 
illuftrate his critical remarks on the 
beauties and defects of land{capes. 
In thefe remarks, as well as in thofe 
which relate to the ornaments of 
parks and gardens; iv the reafons 
which he affigns for the pleafure 
which thefe beauties or embellifh- 
ments afford; and in his obfervations 
on compofition, our author difplays a 
refined tafte, and accurate judgment. 
We have followed him through 
thefe volumes with uncommon ples- 
fure, and have, not unfrequently, 
felt a fhare of the enthufiafm which 
has animated his pencil, transfufed 
into our own minds, by his energy 
and warmth of defcription. This 
entertaining work may alfo be read, 
with profit, by the naturalift and 
hiftorian, who may fele& from it 
feveral articles of information, that 
will not be unacceptable. 

The Poetical World has been very 
productive during the year 1787. 
Among the articles which are en+ 
titled to our diflina notice, we fhall 
give the firft place to ** Select Beau- 
ics of Ancient Englifh Poetry; with 
Remarks, by Henry Headley, A. B. 
in two. volumes.’ 
Mr. Headley in chis publicatien is, 


1787. 
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to reftore to notice the néglected 
and forgotten works of fome of the 
Englith poets, who floutifhed from 
a period confidéerably earlier than 
the reign of Elizabeth to the end of 
the lait century. In complesing hié 
defign, he has avoided, as much ¢ as 
poilible, touching thofe who have 
already juftly obtained the dittine- 
tion of being denominated our older 
claffics, and has confined himfelfj 
In general; to fome of the better 
parts of the unfortunate few who 
flill remain unpopular; and of 
whom it may be affirmed, that they 
may tind foils in many writers, who 
thfough accident and partiality till 
linger among the favourites of the 
day.” In the firft volume we meet 
with a number of defcriptive and 
pathetic poems : in the fecond, with 
didactic and moral pieces, elegies 
and epitaphs, mifcellaneous pieces, 
fonnets, and {peeches. The great- 
eft number and moft valuable of 
thefe are the productions of Dray- 
ton, Quarles, Drummond, Daniel, 
and King. In feleGing thefe pieces, 
the editor has given evidence of his 
judgment and tafte; and in his 
notes and remarks upon them, he 
difcovers a fund of various know- 
ledye, and an intimate acquaintance 
with our poets both ancient and 
modern. Mr. Headley’s preface to 
thefe volumes explains his defign, 
and gives an account of other fimi- 
lar publications which have appeafe 
ed. The igtrodudtion which fol¢ 
lows the pretace, contains 4 com- 
parifon between the ancient and 
miodern poets; in which, many of 
his obfervations are the evident re- 
fult of difcernment and genuine 
tafte, although We do not thoroughs 
ly approve of his partiality in fa- 
vour of the formers After this 
introduction we are prefented with 
fhort but pleafing biographical 
{ketches, which —— a a, 
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of entertaining remarks, jult criti- 
cifm, and many curious anecdotes 
of the writers from whom the {clec- 
tions are made. On the whole, we 
look upon thefe volumes as a valu- 
able # quifition to Englifi liters- 
ture ; and are happy to underftand 
that Mr. Heactcy has materials tor 
ewo additional volumes, with which, 
we hope, he will foon gratily the 
public. 

«Sean Dana; Le Oifian, Orran, 
Ulann; Ancient Poems of Offian, 
Orran; &c. colleéted in the Weftern 
Highlands and Ifles, &c.”” are the 
originals of the tranflations which 
were publithed fome time ago in 
the Gaelic Antiquitics, by Dr. 
Smith of Cambleton. ‘This work 
hwill, doubrlefs, be acceptable to the 
Jovers of Gaclic literature, who 
ewill be able to underitand and to 
reliflvits beauties. But as we are 
totally unacquainted with the Gae- 
lic language, we cannot pretend to 
judge of the intrintic merit of thefe 
~poems. We have no reafon to 
doubt of Dr. Simith’s being a taith- 
faleditor ; and that he bas fimply 
exhibited the:orginal poems, leav- 
ing them to ipeak for themiclves. 
ic would be unjult, however, not 
‘cv add; that his notes’and remarks 
‘prove him to be an acute and inge- 
niovs canuyentator. 

Of'the * Atiatic “Mitcel'any,” 
-printed at Calcutta, two numbers 
, o. been publifhed in this coun- 
-trv. The detign ofthis work, which 

is intended to: be periodical, is to 
‘bring together various original 
‘ produdtions, trantlations, fugitive 
* picces, imitations, mid extracts from 
‘curious publications which have 
any relation to oriental fubjects, 
and which are calculated to convey 
genuine information, or rational 
amufement. ‘Phe major part of the 
pteces of which thefe numbers con- 
nit,.are tales, chiefly moral, in 





profe; fome of which are remark- 
ably pathetic and elegant; tranfla- 
tions from oriental manufcripts ; 
and extracts from the works of Bu- 
ropean travellers who have vilited 
the different parts of Afia, which 
are now either out of print, or nop 
eatily to be procured. But we have 
introduced the mention of the Afia- 
tic mifcellany, in this place, on ac- 
count of the poetical pieces which 
it contains. Many of thefe are 
light and pleafant, and full of that 
fprightlinefs and vivacity which dif- 
tinguifh the compofitions of the 
Fatt. Bur the moft valuable and 
ftriking of thefe poems are, 
the hymns'to Camdeo and Nay- 
arena, by fir William Jones, and 
that to Serefwaty, which, though 
it has no author’s name annexed 
to it, we fufpet to be the produc- 
tion of the fame pen, Thefe poems 
are uncommonly ~ beautiful and 
{plendid : their conception is high- 
ly poetical; and their expretlion 
elegant and vigorous, If any ob- 
jection whatever can be made to 
them, itis only that they are ren- 
dered too fublime for common read- 
trs, by the frequent ufe of allu- 
fiens to Jndian mythology. 

Nott’s tranflation into Enclifh 
verte of **Seleét Odes from the Per- 
fian Poet Hafez,” was undertaken 
by him with the laudable defign of 
promoting the ftudy of the Perfian 
language. For this purpofe he def- 
cants with no little enthufiafm on 
the excellencies of the caftern wri- 
ters; and “ laments, while years 
are beftowed in acquiring an intight 
into the Greek and Roman authors, 
that thofe very writers fhould have 
been neglected from whom the 
Greeks evidently borrowed both 
the richnefs of their mythology, 
and the peculiar tendernefs of their 
expreffions.” Though we think 


that this eflertion of our authors 
rather 











father queftionable, we perfectly 
agree with his ideas of the import- 
ance of the Pertian language, in 
a literary, and is a commercial 
view. ihe traniflatons betore us 
are, in general, dittinguithable-for 
their tidelity and fimplicity; and 
together with the notes which ac- 
company them, appear well adapted 
to the defign for which they were 
avowedly publifhed. We cannot, 
indeed, award to them the palm of 
fuperior excellence. And we think 
that the author’s effort to rival fir 
William Jones in his elegant ver- 
fion of one of the odes of this 
poct, is a greater proof of his bold- 
nefs than of his prudence or poe- 
tical, abilities, 

Of Pye’s ** Poems on Various 
Subjects, in two volumes,” the 
principal have been feparately pub- 
lifhed, and have met with a favour- 
able reception. From the pieces 
in this volume which are new, as 
well as from his former productions, 
Mr. Pye appears to be poffeifed of 
confiderable knowledge, and a cla{- 
fical tafte. His language is ele- 
gant, and his numbers harmoni- 
eus; though we think him delici- 
ent in that invention and. fpirit 
which infure celebrity to the vota- 
ries of the mufes. 

Glover’s ‘* Athenaid, a poem,” 
is a pofthumous work, which was 
intended by the author io be a fe- 
quei to the heroic poem ot Leonidas. 
This work contains a poetical hif- 
tory of the wars between the Greeks 
and Periians, from the death of that 
prince, to the deiiruction of the 
Perfian. army commanded by Mar- 
donius, at the battle of Plata. 
Although we do.not think this per- 
formance equal to the tormer fruits 
of Mr. Glover’s genius, we cannot 
but acknowledge that it abounds in 
many ftriking and affecting paflages, 
and difcovers the fame liberality of 
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fentiment, and the fame zeal for 
the rights and liberties of mankind, 
The characters of, Arittides, The 
miflocles, and Yardomus are well 
drawn. But the events of «the 
poem are copied too ciofely from 
hiftoty ; and many cesitodes are 
omitie’, which might have. heen 
introduced with peculiar propriety, 
and which would have given the 
fubjet a confderable degree of 
antereft and importanee. 

Polwhele’s *+ Englifth Orator, 
Books the Second and Third,” treat 
of the eloquence of the hariand of 
the fenate, In that part’ which is 
appropriated to the eloguene of 
the bar, Mey Polwhele propofes to 
the confideration of the ttudents in 
forenfic oxatory, the fource, the 
end, and the object of argtiiient, 
which is the effencial of the oration ; 
and the circumfances ateendiny the 
bar, which is the fiene of attion; 
and: concludes his: observations on 
thefe fubjects with a view of the 
trial8 in other countries, and the 
proceedings in the Baftile, the In- 
quilition and the arbitrary tribu- 
nals of Turky and Venice. ‘The 
book which treats of the eloquence 
of the fenate contains a jutt analyfis 
of the talents necetliry for the ace 
complifhed femator; and prefencs 
us with well drawn portraits of the 
late lord Chatham and Mr. Burke. 
Theauthor of this poem is undoubr- 
edly potietied of knowledge and ge- 
nius.s Many of his sdeicriptions 
are interetting and j entertaining ; 
and his obfervations are calculated 
to afford inftruction to the fludent 
in the {chool of elaquence. 

Mrs. Yeartley’s ** Poems:on Va- 
rious Subjects, being her fecond 
Work,” poflefs the fame merit and 
originality which we atuibuted to 
her former publication: ‘the fame 
boldnefs and grandeur of unagery: 
the fame harmonious. modulation of 
S32 numbers ; 
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numbers; and the fame ftrong and 
animated expreflions. With her in- 
vocations to Senfibiliry and Indiffer- 
ence, which our readers will find 
in our poetical department, we have 
been ‘particularly pleafed, a3 they 
seprefent a picture of the different 
difpofitions by which the foul is at 
different times influenced, in lan- 
guage that is peculiarly beauti- 
tul and energetic. 

Whitchoute’s ‘ Poems confitt of 
Elegies, Odes, Sonnets, and In- 
{criptions.”’. The elegy writen near 
the ruins of a nunnery, is diftin- 
guifhed by many paflages which 
difcover much poetical feeling, and 
picturefque defcription. And the 
author's odes to fuperflition and 
melancholy, flew.marks of genius 
and @ecd. tafle. Upon’ the whole, 
though the reader may fometimes 
find tault with the imagery in thefe 
poems, and difapprove of the num- 
ber of epithets in which the 
abound, he will alfo find much wit 
Which to be gratified and pheafed, 

Swift’s ** Temple of Folly, in 
Four Cantos,”’ 3s a fuccefsful imita- 
tion of the Dunciad, in which the 
charateriftic follies of the prefent 
times are expofed with good fenfe 
and genuine humour. In the firft 
canto, the author beholds tn a vi- 
fion a building of prodigious mag- 
nitude, which he finds to be the 
Temple of Folly, in which Moria, 
the tutelary goddefs, fits wpen het 
throne, ferrounded by numerous 
attendants. *»The remaining cantos 
deicribe. the refpective characters 
which are introduced for the favour 
of the divinity; and the various 
puriuits of the votaries of folly. 
This poem isa pleafing allegorical 


tale, in which the fatire is, tor the, 


moft part, general; and on that 
account, the better adapted to cor- 
rect the abfurdities againit which it 
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by notes which thew the author’s 
knowledge and reading to be vari- 
ous and extenfive, and which are 
many of them ingenious and amuf- 
ing. 

‘© A Poetical Tour in the Years 
17°4, 1785, and 1786”, is a col- 
lection of ** little poem:, the effu- 
fions of momentary impreffions, 
haftily written on the fpots where 
thofe impreflions were received,” 
which are, unqueflionably, the 
productions of a man of tafte and 
genius, though not marked by any 
force of expreflion, or originality 
of thought. They confit princi- 
pally of elegies, odes, and epittles; 
in which there are a few faults and 
inaccuracies, but many elegancies 
and beauties to pleafe and charm 
the reader. 

From Peter Pindar’s pen we have 
received, during the prefent year, 
“The Loufiad, an heroi-comic 
Poem, Canto 11.” ** Ode upon Ode, 
or a Peep at St. James’s, or New 
Year’s Day ; or What you Will;” 
** An Apologetic Pottfcript to Ode 
upon Ode ;” * Initructions to a 
celebrated ‘Laureat; alias the Pro- 
grefs of Curicfity ; alias, a Birth- 
day Ode; ‘alias Mr. Whitbread’s 
Brewhoufe.” This laughter-lov- 
ing poet fill perfeveres in offering 
the public his treats of ** wit and 
fun,” with which it is impoffible 
for the moft grave and faitidious 
critic not to be highly entertained. 

Among the other poetical produ - 
tions of the year, of which our 
limits will only permit us to men- 
tion the names, we meet with  Ed- 
ward; or the Curate, a Poem, by 
the rev. Samuel Hoole ;” ** Puems 
imitated from the Perfian, by J. 
Champion, efq.” ‘ The Diftreffed 
Poet; a ferio-comic Poem, — by 
George Keate, efq.” ‘ A Poem 
written During a Short Excurfion 


is levelled. And it js illuftrated on .the Moors, by the -reverend 
: 6 


Wil- 











* Poems on various Subjects, by 
Jobn Thelwall ;” ** Poems on ie- 
veral Occafions, by the rev. A. 
Frefton ;” ‘* The Highlanders, a 
Poem, by the rev. L. Booker ;” 
*s Six Narrative Poems, by Ehza 
Knipe ;” «* Ode on General Elliot’s 
Return from Gibraltar, by A. Se- 
ward ;” *¢ the Fane of the Druids;” 
** the Wrongs of Atrica ;” ** Wett- 
Indian Eclogues;’’ and * Poems 
and Effays, by a Lady lately de- 
ceafed ; publiihed for the Benefit of 
the General Hofpital at Bath.” 

Of the dramatic productions of 
the year, the only tragedies upon 
the lift are, ** The Death of Dion, 
by Mr. Thomas Harwood, of Uni- 
verfity College, Oxford,” and * Ju- 
lia, or the Italian Lover, by Ro- 
bert jephfon, efq.”” The comedies, 
as ufual, are more numerous : their 
titles are ‘Such Things Are, by 
Mrs. Inchbald;” “ The New 
Peersge; or, Our Eyes may De- 
ceive Us, by Mifs Harriet Lee ;” 
“Seduction, by T. Holcroft ;” the 
* Pilgrim, written sabe woe by 
Fletcher, afterwards altered by 
Dryden, and now Reviled, with ma- 
terial Additions ;" and ‘* Nina, or 
the Madnefs of Love, in lwo Acts, 
tranflated from the French.” The 
comic operas and farces are, * Inkle 
and Yarico, by G. Colwan, jun.” 
‘the Midnight Hour, or War of 
Wits, in Two Acts,”’ tranflated from 
the French; ‘ Englif Readings, 
in One Aét ;”? “and the Sultan.” 

The firft article which we thail 
introduce under our fhort head 
of Mifcellaneous Publications is, 
** Chefs, by Mr. Twifs.”” This is 
a work which, to che/s-players will 
be. particularly interefling. The 
author prefents ys with a complete 
hiftory of that celebrated gaine ; 
all the anecdotes which he could 
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William Greenwood ;” * Poems 
by John Macgilvray, A.M.” 


poiibly collect relating to it; an 
account of all the books on cheis 
which he could procure; and an 
explanation of fome of the princi- 
pal terms ufed by the players. To 
this work he has added two papers, 
one communicated to him by Mr. 
Herbert Croft, called, ** The Mos 
rals of Chefs, by Dr. Franklin ;” 
the other, ** Anecdotes of Mr. Phi-~ 
lidor, by himfelf.” From the pe- 
rufal ot this publication we have 
received no {mall pleafure; and 
from many of the anecdotes, as well 
as from the hiflory of the game, 
our readers may promife themielves 
much curious information, as well 
as amutement. 

The ** Contfiderations on Paro. 
chial Mufic, by William Vincent, 
D. D.”’ contain many rational and 
judicious obfervations on the abufes 
Which at prefent exift in the com- 
mon methods of conducting that 
part of worlhip, and the remedies 
to thefe abufes. We particularly 
agree with the worthy author when 
he exprefles his with, that parochial 
mutic fhould be general, and not 
confined to felect bands. This prac- 
tice obtains pretty generally among 
the diffenters from the eftablithed 
church. And it would certainly 
cont:ibute much to the beauty and 
fpirit of our public devotions, if we 
adopted their practice in this ree 
fpect. 

The ** Academy for Grown Morfe- 
men ; containing the completeft In- 
{tructions for Walking, Trotting, 
Cantering, Galloping, Stumbling, 
and ‘Tumbling, iluftrated with 
Copper-Plates, by Geoffrey Gam- 
bado, efq.” is a mott humorous 
and laughable publication, which, 
in the fpirit ot Swift’s directions to 
fervants, by fatirically praifing 
the abfurdities to be avoided ia 
horfemanthip, points them our, 
molt effectually, as the objects of 11 

$43 dicule, 
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dicule. “The infru&tions of our 

leafant and fpornve author are 
suftrated by feveral excellent en- 
gravings, in the flyle of Hogarth, 
which are admirably fuited to thent ; 
and contain, each of them, ftrik 
ing and forcible leflons. This 
work is, we underflans, to be ar- 
tributed fo H. Bunbury, efq. whofe 
name is at the bottom of each of 
the humorous prints. 

i he fourth volume of the Ep'f- 
tolary Correfpondcace, Vifitation 
Charges, Speeches, and Micella- 
nies of the right reverend Francis 
Atterbury, D.D. Lord Bifhop of 
Rochetter,”? is c mpoted, chiefly, 
of a privete corre: pondence between 
him and his daughter Mrs. Mor- 
rice, and her huthband. To thele 
are added, the aét for the banifh- 
ment of the bifhop;: the various 
petitions to government during his 
confinement; the licences to vilit, 
and even t» be permitted to corret- 
pond with nim in his banifhinent : 
fome Latin compofitions ; and fe- 
veral letters to bifhop Tielawney, 
relating to the bufinefs of the con- 
vocation, and trom Dr. King con- 
cerning Dr. Bentley’s Phalaris. 
From the notes which accompany 
this volume, the reader may extract 
many curious picces ef literary in- 
formanon,. 

‘¢ | he Epiftolary Correfpondence 
of Sir Richard Steel, now firit 
printed trom the Originals which 
are depofited inthe Britiih Mufeum, 
illuitrated with Literary and Hifto- 
rical Anecdoies, by John Nichols, in 
2 vols.’? is a publication that will 
be very acceptable to the literary 
world, as it contains ‘* the private 
and undi!-uifed opinions ot the man, 
who took upon himfelf to be the 
cenfor of the age, and for years 
executed that delicate office with 
fuituble aignity, and general appro- 


bation,” it ts with real pleafure 


that we have perufed thefe intere(t- 
ing letters, which reprefent the 
private and public character of fir 
Richard Steel in the moti amiable 
points of view: and we think our- 
{elves much obliged to the ingeni- 
ous and indefatigable editor, for 
reicuing them from oblivion; and 
for the information and entertain- 
ment which we have received from 
his numerous anecdotes. 

The two volumes of * Refle“ions, 
Moral, and Political,” contiit of a 
variety of difquifitions on the con- 
ftitution of England, contratted 
with the government of France, 
and compared with the Roman and 
otherancient and modern republics ; 
and mifcellanies in profe and verte. 
Inthe political eflays, we meet with 
many excelleat obtervations on gos 
vernment in general, and on the 
government of this country in par- 
ticular; in which the auther dif- 
covers much knowledge and dif- 
cernment, and throws out many 
fenfible and ufeful remarks on the 
fubiects of finance and reform, A- 
mong the mifcellaneous eflays, the 
moit valuable are, reflections on 
tafle, and a°eritical diflertation. 
But in courting the mufes, the au- 
thor dees not teem to have chofen 
that line of flu¢y which is moit 
congenial to his abilities. 

We fhall, in the next place, in- 
troduce to our readers fuch mifcel- 
laneous publications as have any 
relation to education, and the im- 
provement of the mind. 

The firft place we fhall affign 
to ** Strictures' on Female Educa- 
tion; chiefly as it relates to the 
Culture of the Heart; in four Et- 
fays; by a Clergyman ofthe Church 
of England.” In the firft'of thefe 
eflays the author enters into a fur- 
vey of the treatment of Women in 
the different ages and nations ot 


the world, with an enquiry into 
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the caufes which have contributed 
to the obvious and fhaimeful neglect 
1) their education. The fecond 
contains his obfervations on the 
manner in which the treatment of 
this fex will be influenced by, and 
will reciprocally influence the tate, 
the fentiments, the habits and pur- 
fuits, the manners, the morals, the 
public and private happinefs of a 
people. ‘The third eflay is on the 
nature, quality, and extent of fe- 
male talents, with an enquiry into 
the comparative difference of under- 
ftanding in each fex. ‘The fourth 
is on the di: anger and infufficieacy 
of boarding {chools, as places of 
female education. En this fenfible 
and valuable treatife, the author 
delivers a number of  reflefions 
which are richly deferving of the 
attention of his female readers. 
They are the reflections of a warm 
and liberal friend, who would af- 
fift in rendering them, what they 
mutt all wifh to be, the ornaments 
ef fociciy. To parents, who feel 
for the happinefs of their children, 
and to thote who are entrufted with 
the care of young ladies we parti- 
cularly recommend the repeated 
perulal of the lalt of thefe effays. 
The * Thoughts on the Educa- 
tion of Daughters ; with Reflections 
on Female Conduct in the more im- 
portant Duties of Life, by Mary 
Woolftonecratt,’”’ contain, alfo, 
many judicious and wletul remarks 
on moral difcipline, exterior ac- 
complifiments, artifi jal manners, 
drefs, reading, temper, love, ma- 
trimony, and public places, which 
are equal evidences of the good 
fenfe and piety of the benevolent 
writer. Experience and rational 
jutt principles feem to have pecu- 
liarly qualified this lady to become 
the udvifer and inftructor of her 
fex. In the fame lift we thall place 
a4 volume of “ Familiar Eifays on 
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Interefling Subjects.” The author 
of this little work appears to be a 
perfon of found fenie and juft res 
flection; and to be anxious to eftae 
bifh in the minds of his readers, a 
regard to the intereils of religion 
and virtue. And, to advert to his 
modett apology for offering his la- 
bours to the world, it they may 
not prove interefting * to men in 
the. firth walks of lirerature and 
feience,”” they are well adapted to 
entertain and mprove, * thole 
whofe reading is not fo extentive, 
and particul: ily the youth of both 
fexes.”’—Such alfo is the character 
of * Dialogues and Letters on Mo- 
rality, Cconomy, and Politenels, 
in 3 vols;” afl ** May-day; or 
Anecdotes of Milfs L. ydia L, ively. "9 
We fhall conclude our catalogue 
of mikellancqus produGions, with 
the mention of two feperate pub- 
licatiens, which maintain a ree 
fpectable rank amoug the treatifes 
which are devoted to the pri 
tion of the young. The firtt « 
thefe confifts of * Characters i. 
the Kings and Queens of England, 
{elected trom ditlerent Hiflories ; 
with Obferva'ions and Reflections, 
chiefly adapted to Common Life, by 
}. Holt, in 2 vols.” Thefe cha- 
ra¢ters are taken from Hume, 
Smollet, Rapin, &c. commencing 
with that of Altred, and conclud- 
ing with Henry the Fighth. On 
‘ach of thote the author has made 
incenious and pertinent remarks, 
illuttrating the virtues andthe vices 
of the refpective monarchs, and 
pointing out tho fe parts of their 
conduct which are the obje¢ts cl- 
ther of praife or blame. ‘This in- 


ftructive little work is enlivened 
with many curious and entertaining 
notes, which are well adapted to 
introduce young pe rions to a genes 
ral acquaintanc e with hiftorical 
faéts and political details——The 
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other publication to which we re- 
ferred is, an epitome of “ Univer- 
fal Hiftory, Antient and Modern ; 
in a Series of Letters toa Youth at 
School; exhibiting a View of the 
Origin, Progrefs, Decline and Fall 
of every confiderable State, froin 
the Earlieft Times to the. prefent 
Period; by the Reyerend Richard 
‘Turner, Junior, LL.D.” This 
little treatife is drswn up in a plain 
and eafy ftyle, fo as to be well 
adapted for the ufe of young rea- 
ders; and it is rendered full more 
valuable by a copious and accurate 
ehronological table of remarkable 
events and occurrences from the 
creation to the year 1737. 

To this hiftory of the Domeftic 
Literature of the year, in which 
we are not confcious of having 
overlooked any work of merit and 
importance, we fhall add q fhort 
catalogue ofthe novels and roman- 
ces, with the names of which we 
have been made acquainted —Of 
thefe, ** The Hittory of Mifs Gre- 
ville, by the Author of Intereiting 
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Memoirs ;” ‘ Alan Fitzofborne, 
by Mifs Fuller; “the Adven- 
tures of M. Provence, tranflated 
from the French ;” * Georgina; 
or Memoirs of the Bellmour fami. 
ly, by a young Lady ;” * Ela, or 
the Delufions of the Heart;” “the 
Hiftory of Lady Emma Melcombe 
and her Family ;” ** Louifa, or the 
Cottage on the Moor.” ** TheDif- 
interelted Nabob;” and * Clara 
and Emmeline,” are fpoken of as 
fuperior to the generality of pub- 
lications of this nature, with which 
the prefs is inceffantly teeming, 
In addition to this lilt, we have 
met with the names of * Orlando 
and Seraphina;’”? * Reuben, or 
the Suicide; ** the Generous At- 
tachment; ‘¢ Lumlicy Houfe ;” 
‘¢ Exceffive Sentibility ;°? ‘* Caro- 
line ;” “* Edward and Sophia ;” 
¢¢ ‘The Platonic Gardener ;” ** The 
Schobdl of Virtue ;”? ** The School 
for Fathers ;” ¢ Retaliation, by 
Mis. Cartwright ;”’ * Seduction ;” 
‘© The Rattle of Modern Life ;” 
and * ‘The Weft Indian.” 
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Of the Year 1787.. 





Wee refpect to Foreign Lite- 


rature, Ruffia, during the 
prefent year, has contributed but a 
{mall fhare towards the general im- 
provement of knowledge in Europe. 
We find, however, that the grand 
plan ot the Emprefs for facil@ating 
the progrefs of icience in that wide- 
ly extended empire, which we an- 
nounced in our laft year’s Regifter, 
is carried on with activity and vi- 


gour. The labours of M. Pallas» 


grow more interetting, as he pro- 
ceeds in his philological enquiries. 
A {fpecimen of thefe has been pub- 
lifled at Peterfburg ; and encou- 
rages us to hope, that when per- 
fected, they will lead to fome cu- 
tious and important difcoveriés. 
—The fecond and third volumes of 
*¢ Obfervations made by the late un- 
fortunate Profeffur Falk; intended 
to illuttrate the Topography of the 
Ruffian Empire,” are, alfo, a va- 
luable contribution towards the fame 
patriotic object. The fecond vo- 
lume contains the obfervations that 
relate to the mineral and vegetablé 
kingdoms ; in which the plants are 
all arranged according to the {j- 
ftem of Linnzus. In the third vo- 
lume we have the hiftory of the a- 
nimals, which are divided into fix 
clafies, comprehending the mam- 
malia, aves, amphibia, pifces, in- 
fecta, and vermes, and accompa- 
nied with a great number of plates. 
‘Shis important work bas been pub- 


lifhed under the infpeftion and 
care of M. Georgi, who was emi-' 
nently qualified to fuperinvend fuch 
a pub‘cation, by his knowledge in’ 
philofophy and hittory, and his’ 
own travels through feverol parts 


of the Ruffien dominions.—At Ri-’ 


ga, ote Frederic Klauker-has 
pubdlithe “6 a \iflertation on the 
Nature nd Origin of the Doétrine 
ot Eman: tion among the Cabbalitts 5 
or, An Anfwer to the following 
Prize-quettion, propofed by the So- 
ciety ot Antiquaries at Caffel ; whe- 
ther the’ Doctrine of the Cabbalilts, 
concerning the Emanation of all 
Things trom the Subiiance of the 
Deity, derived its Origin from the 
Grecian Philofophy.” in this Dif- 
fertation the author enquires, firtt, 
how far it is truce, that the Cabbas 
lifts taught the dottrine of emanae 
tion, and what that doctrine really 
contuined. Secondly, what rela¢ 
tion that doétrine had to thofe cone 
tained in the holy feriptures, and 
to the philofophy of the ancient 
nations. And thirdly, from what 
fource the Cabbalilis drew the pe- 
culiar tenets of their fyitem of 
emanation. Under thefe {everal 
heads the author dijcovers great 
ingenuity as well as learning ; and 
fhews himiclft to be worthy of the 
prize which was adjudged to him, 


In Sweden there hath been pubs 
lithed ** A Defcription ot a Greek 
Manulcript 
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yn che Library of the Academy at 
Upial, collared by Father Ovvil- 
lievs’; which will, prove an ae- 
cemable pretent to the lovers of 
biblical jiterature. ‘This manu- 
feript which was purchafed at Ve- 
nice, and prefented to the academy 
at Upial, by M. Sparwenfeid, was 
written during the srthor the 12th 
century; an d trom its arreement 
with juch copies as are deemed the 
mott correct amd valuable, appears 
to have been the work of an intel- 
ligent and careful tran{criber. On 
this publication the editor has em- 
ployed confiderable atten.ion, ag 
well as on his lilt of the variations 
which he marked when compsring 
it with the edition of Stephanus, 
The volume of the ** Memoirs of 
the Royal Academy of Sciences of 
Stockholm, for 1785,” is divided, 
like the former volumes, into Sour 
parts, relative to the four quarters 
of the year. The fubjects of the 
different Papers which compofe 
thefe memoirs are, pure mathema- 
tits, meicorology, natural hiftory, 
chemillry, mineraloyy, and medi- 
cine. Thefe labours of the fociety 
contain much ufeful information : 
and under the heads of natural hif- 
tory and chemiftry, i in particular, 
many curious and important arti- 
cles will occur to the reader. A- 
mong the numerous contributors 
to this volume we meet with the 
non of M, Melanderhjelm, M. 
A. J. Hagitramn, M. exe, M. 
T hunberg, M. Edelfeld, M. Ma- 
rclius, M. Scheele, M. "Bergman, 
M. Gueyer, the Baron Clas Al- 
ftroemer, Dr. Sparmann, Moneau, 
aud NN. Bjerkauder.—Dr. Spar- 
mann, prefident of the royal 
demy of {Ciences at Stockholm, has 
alto rendered an acceptable fervice 
yo the lovers of natural hiltory, by 
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Manufcript of the New Teflament, 


publifhing ** A Colleéion of Rare 
Birds in the Poteth m of Mr. Gute 
tavus Curifon, § cretary Of State to 
his Swedifh elas ; engraved with 
their Natural Colours, and accom- 
panied with aC. meile Defeription of 
each.’? In this noble and iplendid 
work, thefe curious animals are 
arranged in the moft judicious man- 
ner; with accurate de! cripti ions of 
the character, ftructure, and native 
region of each. In the excelent 

plates accompanying thele deicrip- 

tions, Which are twe nty-five in 
number, they are reprefented 1a 
their natural att itudes, with the 
ciicumilances that indicate their u- 
fual places of refide nce.— Dr, Her- 
man Schur zencranz "5 «6 «Sy {tematic 
Theory of Midwitery,” is intended 
for the inflruGion ‘of young fur- 
geons ; and isi! 'luftrated with eleven 
ufeful plates-—M. de Mourad yea 
D’ Ohffon, knight of the orcer of 
Vafa, fecretary and late interpreter 
to his majefty, and charge des 
affaires Me the court of Conftanti- 
nople, has delivered propofals for 
publifhing a magnificent work en- 
titled ** Tableau generale de L’Em- 
pire Othoman”, which is intended 
to give a circumflantial account of 
the Mahometan legiflation and 
hiftory. ‘This hiftory will be 
chiefly extra&ted from the annals 
of the monarchy’, and the collec- 
tions of the ingenjous author ; who, 
from refiding the greateft part of 
his life in that country, and the 
character which he fuftained there, 
poffetted the greate(t advantages for 
information. As we have been i in- 
formed that this interefting work is 
already in great forwardnefs, and 
that fome ot the firft artifts in Paris 
are employed in engraving the nu- 
merous plates which are to accom- 
pany it, we hope to be able to géa- 
tify our readers with a particular 
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account of .it in our next volume. 
—The ** Eulogy on M. Tobern O- 
lof Bergman, read in the Academy 
of Sciences at Stockholm, by Mr. 
Hjeclm,” contains a juft tribute of 
refpect to the merits of that cele- 
brated philofopher. His papers on 
natural hittory and on HF amy 
which he delivered into the royal 
academy, gained him an early repu- 
tution among his contemporaries, 
But his inventions and improve- 
ments in chemiutry and mineralogy 
are his greateft glory. On account 
of thele, the diitineu fhed .ewards 
which he received trom his fove- 
regen were decreed to him; and it 
reviains a conteft between his coun- 
trymen and foreigners, who fhall 
pay the greateit honours to his me- 
mory. 


In Denmark, a particular atien- 
tion hath, of late, been paid to the 
interelts of literature, When we 
pubifhed our hiftory of the Foreign 
Literature of 1786, we had occa- 
fion tv announce a valuable work 
of Mr. Thorketin’s, extracted from 
the legacy of Arnas Magnus to 
the univeriity of Copenhagen. 
Since that time, the commillioners 
appointed by the prefent king to 
fuperintend the publication of all 
the remains of that learned hifto- 
rian and antiquary, have printed 
‘* An Hiliory of the Introduction 
of the Chriftian Religion into Ice- 
land;” ‘¢ ‘The Life of Gunnlang 
Ormitunga, an Icelandic Nobleman 
inthe tenth Century ; with Cuts ;” 
*¢ The Lives of the firtt Six Bifhops 
of Schalholt in Iceland ;” ‘¢ And 
Edda ; or the Ancient Mythology : 
conlitting of Sengs collected by Sa- 
mund the Sapient, in the eleventh 
Century,”? There have alfo been 
publithed at Copenhagen, at the 
expence of lord Suhm, a muni 
ficent patron of literature, The 


Hiftory of the Orkneys ;”. “ The 
Hitiory of the firft Setuement in 
Iceland, by Norwegians, Scots, 
Irifth, and emigrants from the 
Wetiern Iflands of Scotiand ;” 
** Hernager Saga; orthe mott An- 
cicut Hiitory of Sweden ;” “ Rym- 
bagla; or the ancient Aitronomy;” 
‘* Eyrbygeia; or the Hiilory of 
the firft Inhabirants of the Weftern 
parts of Iceland; and « Mifcella- 
niesot Ancient Teutonic Literature, 
collected trom Manofcripts which 
are preferved at Copenhagen.” 
Of thefe various works, little more 
thanthe names have hitherto reached 
us; and ¢ wait with impatience 
for an intimate acq vaintance with 
fuch rich ftores of knowledge. —But 
belides theie curious works, there 
are feveral others publithed at the 
expence of his Danifh majetty, 
which are equally entitled to our 
notice. ‘dhele arc ** A Colleétion 
of Ancient Danith Writers, in ten 
volumes,” of which fix only are 
yet nnifhed; * A Collection of 
Danith Coias and Medals,” ** Flo- 
ri Danica; or a Deicription of 
Plants growing in his Majefly’s 
Dominions, by Pyofetlor Vabl ;” 
*¢ Oeuvre de Conquillages; by 
Regenfas and Mr. opangier;” 
« Damith Monuments, within and 
without Denmark, with Drawings 
by Mr Abiligaard " to which 
fhould be added * Snorro Stube- 
fon’s Hittory of Norway, written 
in the Icelandic Dialect, and now 
accompanied with Latin and Da- 
nifhTranflations,”’ under the patvo- 
nage, and at the expence of his 
royal bhighnefs prince Frederic, 
brother to his majefty.—Mr. Fre- 
deric Sneadorff hay publifhed at Co- 
penhagen, a Latin * Differtation on 
the Hymns ofthe Ancient Greeks ; 
to which are added Three Hymns 
attributed to Dionyfius,”” which 
the lovers of ancient literature will 
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receive as a valuable addition to 
the learned labours of Meffrs. 
Hoeven and Groddeck on the fame 
fubjet.—Mr. Jobnftone, chaplain 
to bis Britannic majefly’s envoy 
-extraordinary at the court of Den- 
mark, has conferred a frefh obliga- 
tion on his countrymen, by pub- 
lithing, at Copenhagen, * Lod- 
brokar-Quida; or the Death’Song 
of Lodbrog: now firit correctly 

inted from various Manu(cripts, 
witha free Englifh’raoflation ; with 
explanatory Notes.” ‘This cele- 
brated fong is one of the moft curi- 
ous and valuable remains of Scan- 
dinavian antiquity. Lodbrog is 
believed to have reigned in Den- 
mark about the clofe of the eighth 
century. After he had been dif- 
tinguithed by a variety of warlike 
atchievements, he fell into the 
hands of Eils, a Northumbrian 
prince, by whom he was condemned 
to die by the bite of vipers. It was 
during the operation of their poifon 
that he is reported to have fung the 
Lodbrokar-Quida. This poem is 
valuable, not only on account of 
the beauties of the compofition, and 
the reprefentation which it gives us 
of the ftate of northern literature 
at that early period, burt as it con- 
tains a narrative of real events, from 
which the hittorian may derive in- 
formation. And Mr. Johatt ne’s 
vertion has the merit of preferving 
more of the {pirit of the original, 
than is the cafe with molt cranila- 
tions; and of being illuilrated by 
fuch criticil notes as are proofs 
both of his learning and tutte. 


In turning our attention to the 
biterature of the United Provinces, 
we meet with the fixth and feventh 
volufhes of ** Prize Liffertatious ; 
relatingto Natural and Revealed Re- 
livion . publithed by Teyle r’s Theos 
@gical Society at Haarlem.”” ‘The 
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fubject propofed to the competitors 
whofe difflertations appear in the 
fixth volume, was, to prove, that 
true philofophy has no tendency to 
undermine divine revelation ; and 
that a well-grounded, a real philo. 
fopher may be a true Chriftian, 
The gold medal, which is the firft 
prize, was decreed to the reverend 
Cefar Morgan, chaplain to the bi- 
fhop of Ely. For an account of 
this ingenious performance we re- 
fer our readers to our preceding hif- 
tory of Domettic Literature. The 
fecond differtation in this volume js 
written by Mr. J. F. Lentz. This 
gentleman’s production is diftin. 
guithed by a liberality of fentiment, 
and ftrength of reafoning, which do 
him the greateft honour; and it 
would afford us confiderable plea- 
fure to be able to congratulate our 
countrymen on its appearance in an 
Englith drefs. The third differta- 
tion, by Mr. Peter Veritap of Rot. 
terdam, is alfo a performance of 
great merit; and the lait, by the 
Reverend M. Laurentius Meyer, 
though inferior to the preceding 
performances, affords ample tefti. 
mony to the good intentions of the 
worthy author. The fubjeé& pro- 
pofed in the feventh volume, was, 
on the folly of fceptici{m; the ab- 
furdity of dogmatizing oa religious 
fubjects ; and the proper medium 
to be obferved between thefe two 
extremes. The differtation that 
obtained the gold medal was written 
in Englifh by the Reverend William 
Lawrence Brown, D. D, minitter 
of the Englith church at Utrechr, 
and jately appointed profetlor of 
moral philofophy and ecclefiaflical 
hiltory in the univertity of that city. 
In this performance the author pur- 
fues his fubject in an ingenious and 
fenfible manner, in the order proe 
pofed by the fociety; and cone 
cludes, ** that the only fure prefer. 
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“vative againft both a dogmatical 
and a fceptical fpirit, is the know- 
ledge of the principles of pure reli- 
gion, unfophitticated by the com- 
ments and inventions of men ;” 
and ‘* that Chriftianity never will 
appear in its true luftre, till the 
mott perfect unequivocal toleration 
be every where eftablifhed ; becaufe 
this alone will allow religion to ex- 
ert its natural energy, and enjoy the 
fame advantage with every other 
{cience, and by means of free ent 
quiry, extracting frefh light and e- 
vidence, bring it nearer and nearer 
to the pure ftandard of divinetruth.” 
The differtation in this volume, 
which obtained the filver medal, 
and was written by the reverend 
Gerrit Heffelink, A. L. M. and 
Phil. Dr. profeffor of divinity in 
the baptift cong:egation in Amfter- 
dam, deferves alfo to be commended 
for its philofophical accuracy, the 
great knowledge of the human 
heart which the author, difplays, 
and the truly liberalo»gnd candid 
{pirit which reigas in. every patt 
of it.The volume of ** Sermons 
on feveral Texts of Scripture, by the 
late Reverend Charles Chaife, Paf- 
tor of the French Church at the 
Hague, and Feilow of the Philofo- 
phical Societies of Haarlem and 
Dublin,” though they were proba- 
bly written wihout any view to 
publication, do great honour to the 
memory of their learned and pious 
author. The fubjects of them are 
interefting and important, and fuch 
as come home to men’s bufinefs and 
bofoms. Whether we confider 
them as argumentative difcourfes, 
or as cloguent compofitions, they 
are deferving of our warmeit com- 
mendation, as they poffefs the 
excellencies for which the French 
preachers have been famed, with- 
ut that extravagance of declama. 
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tion which render mof of their 
difcourfes difgufting to an Englifh 
reader.—-The . ** Obfervations on 
the Commerce of the Black Sea and 
the adjacent Country,’ priated at 
Amfterdam, confift of a fhort com. 
mercial defcription of the Crimea, 
and a minute account of the articles 
of trade there, and in various parts of 
Turkey and the Levant ; with diree - 
tuons concerning the beit methods of 
carrying on bufinefs inthofe countries 
The twenty-third and twenty-fourth 
volumes of the ** Memoirs pubtithed 
by the Philofophical Society at 
Haarlem,” confift of a variety of 
papers, which may be clafled. un 
der the heads of philofophy, natu. 
ral hiftory, and medicine. The 
moft important memoirs to the 
Dutch, are the following: a prize 
diflertation, which takes up the 
greateft part of the firft of thefe vo. 
lumes, by Jacob Otten Hufley, Arm 
chitect, of Amflerdam, concerning 
the beft method of preventing the 
encroachment of the fea on the 
dykes. of the Texe! and Marfiliep; 
and another, which ftates the rea. 
fons for Mr, C. Bruning’s affirma. 
tive anfwer to the following que 
tion propofed by the fociety : whe- 
ther the general principle of hydro. 
metry, that the greateft depth of 
water 1s always found in the nar. 
roweft parts of rivers, be applica. 
ble to inlets of the fea, where the 
fiream is occafioned by tides? Bat 
the philofophieal world will receive 
the greateit pleafare from a differ. 
tation which is the refult of the 
united labours and enquiries of 
thofe ingenious pare Dr. 
Deiman, and M, Paets Van Troof- 
twyk, of Amfterdam. The object 
of this differtation is, to prove, 
that the feveral kinds of aecriform 
and claftic fluids, which are feve- 
rally denominated fixable, dephlo- 
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gitticated, inflammable, nitrous, a- 
cid, and alkaline, are of the fame 
nature with atmofpheric air, and 
may be confidered as different kinds 
of air; and that armofpheric air is, 
like them, capable of being united 
to other fubftances, and of thus un- 
dergoing various modifications. This 
theory they fupport by a number 
of judicious arguments and well- 
éontrived experiments. Mr. Cuth- 
bertfon's ‘* Defcription of an im- 
proved Air Pump, &c.”’ contains an 
accougt of fome contrivances which 
he has invented to remedy the in- 
conveniencies which have attended 
the heft inftruments of that kind, 
which have been io ufe among ex- 
perimental philofophers. In pumps 
of his conttruction, dry air may be 
rarefied about fix hundred times; 
and they are fo fermed, that they 
may be made to condenfe, cither at 
the fame time that they exhautt, or 
feparately.—Mr, Ger, Nil. Heer- 
kens of Groningen, in his agree- 
able defcription of ** The Birds of 
Friefland,”? in Latin verfe, has 
blended together his fentible ob- 
fervations as a naturalilt, with the 
effort of his fancy in the fervice of 
athe mufes. The birds to whofe hil- 
tory and wconomy he here devotes 
his labours are, the lurk, the crofs- 
bill, the magpye, the fwallow, the 
goofe, thé creited wren, the quail, 
the ftarling, the theufh, and the 
black bird. From the notes which 
accompany this entertaining poem, 
the fludents in natural hiftory may 
derive many facts, which have not 
been recorded by former writers. 
—From Mr A. Bloom’s ‘* 'Treatife 
-on the Colony of Surinam, founded 
on Twenty Years Experience,” print- 
ed at Amtterdam, the botanift may 

ather information refpecting the 
natural hittory of that fertlement. 
Mr. Vofimaer’s * Defcription of 
the Camelopard, or Giraffe; and 
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of the gloffy green-hued Mole,’ 
are articles which form the fixteenth 
number of. a defcription of the un- 
common animals and remarkable 
produ¢tions in the cabinet and me- 
nageric of his ferene highnefs the 
prince of Orange. This very cu- 
rious and interetting work is recom- 
mended to the lovers of matural hif- 
tory, by Mr. Vofmaer’s extenfive 
knowledge of nature, and the pene- 
tration and accuracy with which he 
defcribes her productions: The 
number before us contains a judi- 
cious and authentic account ot two 
animals which are but imperfectly 
known to European naruralitis, and 
which are remarkable for their tare- 
nefs, and for their bequty.—Mr. 
Burja’s ** Cbfervations on Ruffia, 
Finland, Livonia, Courland, and 
Proffia,” publifhed at Maeitriche, 
are drawn up in the form of a jour- 
nal, and contain fuch remarks on 
the inhabitants and cufloms ot thofe 
countries,as might be expected 
from theapen of a learned and ju- 


dicious *traveller.~ Thefe obferva- 


tions are ‘mixed with much miicel- 
laneous matter, which is delivered 
in an eafy and lively tiyle.—The 
two volumes of “ Familiar and 
Friendly Correfpondciice between 
Frederic II. King of Pruffia, and U. 
F. De Suh, Privy Counfellor to 
the Elector of Saxony, &c.” con- 
tain the effufions of their private 
tricndilip, during an epiilolary in- 
tercourfe which commenced in 
March 1776, and continued to the 
death of M. Suhm, in 1740, jut 
atter the king’s acceffion to the 
throne. The fubjeds of thefe let- 
ters will not be very intere(ting or 
entertaining tothe generality of rea- 
ders. They contain no political or 
hiftorical anecdotes; and derive 
their principal recommendatton 


irom the enthufafin with which 
even the trifles of fo extraordinary 
a cha- 
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a charaSer as Frederic the Great 
are collected. —*“ A partic ular Ac- 
count, accompanied with a Specimen 
of a New Edition of the Works of 
Plutarch, by M. Wytterbach, Pro. 
feflor at Amiterdam,”’ announces’ the 
completion of a work, which has 
Leen promifed to the world for thefe 
fifteen years, by the learned and in- 
genious editor, and which bids fair 
to give him a high and laiting re- 
putation among the commentators 
on the ancients. From the {peci- 
mén of the text; veriion, emen- 
dations, and notes, which ‘we Have 
now before us, it appears that 'M. 
Wevettenbach has been indefatigable 
in his applicati on as a grammarian 
and critic ; and that by his profound 
knowledge of the ¢enius of the ' 
Greek language, and his intimate 
acquaintance with the philofophy 
of the ancients, he wasiwell qualified 
for the undertaking in which he was 
engaced, This edition is intended 
to contain all the tworks of Plutarch 
that are extant, beginning with his 
moral writings, and ending With his 
lives. — The léarned iwbrld will Hifo 
hear with pleature,, that a third vu- : 
lume et the * Biblivthéca Critica,’ 

has been publithed by' Mr. yeh. 
bach; and that he has'a’ promife of 
being aflijied in’ carrying on that 
learned work, by Schuitens, Van 
Santen, Tollius, &e.—A third vo- 
lume of Mr. Lavater’s ** Effay on 
Phrfiognomy, defigned to promote 
the Knowledge and Love of Mah- 
kind,” has appeared at the Hague, 
We have, tn a tormer Regifter, given 
our opinion of the labours of this 
ingenious and excentric gentleman. 
Many of his obfervations and re- 
marks, in the prefent volume, ‘are 


fenfible, liberal, and edifying ; while 
at other times, they are fo fanciful 
and incongruous, that we freely own 

ourfelves to be infidels with refpect 
‘to the philofophy of his fcience. As 
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a fplendid edition of this work is 
intended to be publithed in our own 
covntry, Which is to receive the cor- 
redions and emendations of the au- 
thor, we may, probably, be called 
upon to give fome farther account 
‘of it in-a future voluine. 

The firit place in our account of 
the literature of Germany, we fhall 
aflign to Dr. J. P. Eckerman’s tranf- 
batho } into verfe, of * the Prophecy 
of Jock with new Ex plications ; “2 
publithed at Lubec. This come 

“Hientary upon foel is divided inte 
five fections. The firlt relutes to the 
«method and text of the prophet. 
The fecond contains a comparative 
view of the beit exp ications of his 
prophecy. The third gives an ac- 
count of the tine when he prophefi- 
ed. In the fourth, the weight and 
importance of his precdiétions, and 
their poetical add religious charae- 
“ters aré difculTods And the fifth is 
Gonipofed of the authdr’’ philologi- 
cal, critical, and etymological re- 
marks. This performance abounds 
cin learned refearches, and judicious 
critteifins ; and will be received with 
peculiar pleafure by the fludent in 
facred literature. At Av fburg, 
~* Av Eff'y on the Ap: ftohe L 
turgies, and the Ancient the ies 
of the Weftern Church; explaining 
their Origin, Progrefs, Order, and 
Language,” has been publithed by P. 
Auguftin Krazer, in the Latin lan- 
guage. At Berlin a work has 
been publithed, enrisled, * The only 
true Syftem of the Chrillian Reh- 
gion,” which, aceoftding to the ace 
counts of the foreign Theiiveslide, 
contains a collection of the mofl exe 
travagant opinions, and unintel- 
ligible abfurdities, but intermixed, 
as it fhould feem, with a variety of 
judicious and threwd remarks. We 
cannot fay that the reprefentations 
which they have given, have en- 
abled us to form an accurate pudg- 
meng 
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ment of that clafs of religionifts to 
which the author is to be referred. 
We iulpeét, however, though per- 
. haps crroneoyfly, that he is one of 
‘the profyleres to the opinions of E- 
manuel Swedenborg. —— At Ham- 
burgh, Mr. Ferdinand Olivier Pe- 
tit-Pierre, formerly paftor of La 
(Chaux de Fonds, bas publifhed che 
firft volume of a work entitled, 
** The Plan of God, with regard 
‘to Man, as manitefied in the Relj- 
gion of Nature, andi the Goipel Dif- 
nfation.”” The whole of the au- 
thor’s plan is divided by him ipto 
four parts. The volume before us, 
which contains the firft ot thefe, 
treats of the infinite goodneis of 
God; which is defined to be his 
invariable inclination, eternally to 
communicate all poilible good to his 
creatures. The explanation of this 
definition takes up the firft chapter 
of this volume. 1p the fecond chap- 
ter Mr. Petit-Pierse confiders the 
proofs of the infinite goodnefs of 
God, as derived. from reafon and 
from Scripture. And in the third, 
he mentions the inferences or the 
cenfequences to be deduced from 
_the infinice goodnefs of Ged, as they 
relate either to the theory or prac- 
tice of religwn, This excelicnt 
work, which is evidently the refult 
of Jong: and clole reflection, and 
dictated by the urmoft fimplicity and 
: integrity ef mind, bears (uch marks 
of love to God, and benexalence to 
man, as muft ftrongiy recommend 
it to the liberal and difpailionare. Jt 
seprefents the genuine doctrines of 
the gofpel of Chrilt, in the moft ra- 
tional and engaging point of view : 
and we think it admirably calculat- 
ed to free Chriftianity from fome 
of the falfe opinions by which it hath 
becn for mapy ages encumbered, but 
which are totally inconfiftent with 
every rational klea of the divine per- 
fectiongy——Qt Jena, a Thetis has 
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been publifhed by M. J. C. Dé- 
derlein, the object of which is, to 
prove, ** that Chrift gave no civil 
laws,” In this Thetis the author 
fhews, that our great lawgiver has 
ordained nothing relating to tem- 
poral government; and that thofe 
commands which feem to have any 
reference to it, are :o be underitood 
only a8 private precepts, The il- 
luftrious ooh Dalhberg, Coadjutor 
to the electoral archbifhop of Mentz, 
has publifhed an excellent pamphlet, 
containing the fubftance of a me- 
moir read to the academy of 
feienges at Erfurt, called ‘* Con. 
fiderations on the Connection be- 
tween Morality and Politics.”? In 
this p..blication he fhews, that po- 
litics and morality, inflead of fland- 
ing in eppofition to each other, are 
intimately connected ; that politics 
are only a part or branch of mo- 
rality ; and that all the fchemes of 
pretended political wifdom, that de- 
viate from, or violate the rules of 
this mafer-fcience, turn out, in the 
iffue, often to the detriment of their 
contriver, always to that of the na- 
tion. This {ubject, though not new, 
our author diéeutirs with peculiar 
zeal and fpirit ; and his obfervations 
are abundantly confirmed by hif- 
tory and experience, 

In advernng to the philefophical 
productions of Germany, our atten- 
tion is called, in the firft place, to 
the ** Memoirs of the Royal Acade- 
my of Sciences, and Belles Lettres 
at Berlin, forthe Year 1784.”’ This 
volume opens, as.ufual, with the 
hiftory of the academy ; in which 
Mr. Formey, in an cloguent dif- 
courfe, celetrates the eminent cha 
racters of Frederic LI. who wasthen 
living, and thofe of Meff. Daniel 
Bernoulli, D’Alembert and Euler. 
The principal papers of which the 
memoirs confift, relate to experi- 
meatal philofophy, eae 
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fpeculative philofophy, and the 
belles lettres. To the department 
of experimental phiiofophy, the in- 
defatigable and ingenious M. Achard 
is the greateft contributor, The 
principal papers deliveredin by him, 

ive an account of the experiments 
which he made, to difcover the pro- 
portion in which different fluids are 
dilated by different and known de- 
grees of heat; to find out an exact 
method of meafuring the relative 
qualities of phlogiiton contained in 
a given fort of air, fo as that the 
degrees of the phlogittication of the 
air may be reduced, by the fame 
methods, to juft and numerical pro- 
portions; and to eftimate the falu- 
brity of the atmofpherical air, with- 
in the compafs of fixteen. miles. 
The memoirs alfo of M. Gerhard 
on the tranfmutation of earths and 
ftones, and their tranfition from one 
genus to another, are exeeedingly 
curious and interefting. Under the 
head of {peculative philofophy, Mr. 
Formey’s confiderations on the firtt 
TufculanofCicero,cgncerningdeath ; 
Mr. Secondat’s difquifition on the 
diftinction between common fenfe, 
judgment, tafte, fentiment, , wit, 
imagination, genius, and talent, are 
ftriking and elegant teftimonies to 
the abilities and ingenuity of thofe 
celebrated academicians. Among 
thofe who have contributed to the 
departments affigned to mathematics 
and the belles lettres, the names of 
M. dela Grange, M. Lambert, and 
the Count de Hertzberg are the moft 
‘confpicuous.—At Manheim, the 
academy inftituted by the Elector 
Palatine, in the year 1780, for the 
purpofe of improving meteorological 
obfervations, have publifhed, at 
different periods, the tefult of their 
enquiries, in five volumes, under the 
title of * Ephemerides Societatis 
Meteorologice Palatine.” In thefe 
volumes a number of differtations 


1787. 


FOREIGN LITERATURE. 


ocaur, relating tothe immediate ob- 
ject of their ialticution, and on col. 
lateral fubjects, which mutt prove 
highly interefting to the philofopher. 

Mr, Velthein, who has been for 
feveral years atthe head of the Ha- 
noverian and Brunfwick mines and 
works, has publithed at Leipfic, va- 
luable ** Obfervations on the For- 
mation of Bafaltes,”’ which are evi- 
dently the refult of great experience, 
and of long attention to the appears 
ances exhibited by mines and moun- 
tains. His opinions on this fubject 
are nearly fimilar with thofe of Mr. 
Hamilton, of which we gave an ac- 
count of in the Domeftic Literature 
of the year 1786.—The eighth aod 
ninth volumes of the “ Anvenitatcs 
Academicw Linnai,” publithed ar 
Erlangen, contain thirty-fix differs 
tations, by the different ftudents 
who took their degrees under that 
profeifor, intended to complete the 
fet which the carly death of bis fon 
obliged him to leave imperfect, Thefe 
are colleéted by ©M. Schreber.. The 
firft of thefe volumes confitts of dif. 
fertations in which the fkudents re- 
ceived the helping hand ot Linneus. 
To thofe in the tecond of thefe vo- 
lumes, he contributed litile, if any 
thing. Thefe additions to the cele- 
braced cotlection of the learned Swed- 
ith profeffor, contain many evidences 
of extenfive erudition, and curious 
enquiry, that muft enfure them a 
favourable reception with the public. 
—The ** Catalogue of the Articles in 
M. Link’s Muieum,” pubtifhed at 
Leipfic, contains a fyftematical ar- 
rangement of the particulars in that 
excellent colleétion, as they belong 
to the animal, the vegetable, and the 
fofil kingdoms ; and will prove a 
valuable addition to the libraries of 
naturalifts.——-M. G. Forfler, profefs 
for of natural hiftory and botany at 
Wilna, has publithed at Gottingen, 
a ** Prodromus Flor [nfularum Au- 
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ftralium,” in feven fheets in ovo, 
which he promifés {81l be followed 
by a defeription of the plants which 
he has brought from the South-Sea 
iflands. Many of thefe plants are 
unknown’; and were difcovered in 
the voyage which he made with his 
father and Drs Sparmano.—M. 
Krocker at Breflaw, bas predented 
the public with 2n edition of the 
** Flora Silefiaca,” with cor reGtions ; 
in which he has deferibed Linnus’s 
nine firft claffés of plants, after his 
manner, accompanied with the Ger- 
man nates ard their fignificutions. 
Among the hiflorical produdiions 
which have appeared in Germany, 
“The State of Goverament, Reli- 
gion, Literature, and the Arts, in 
Great Britatn, towards the Clofe of 
the cighteenth Century, by D.G. F. 
Auguitus Wendeborn, Minifter of a 
Gerinan Church in London,” print- 
ed at Berlin, in three volumes, is a 
work which has been réad With much 
eagernefs, and which, in general, re- 
fleéts no difhonour on the abilities 
and impartiality of the author. It 
is impoflible for us to follow D. 
Wenidebern, through the particulars 
of his imterefting and entertaining 
work > and, indeed, moft of our 
readers are well acquainted with the 
principal faéts which it reJates. We 
thall only obferve, in general, that it 
contains the moft circumitantial and 
authentic account of the prefentr itate 
of this country, which has been put 
into the hands of foreigners. It is 
written with a truly philofophical 
fpirit, and enlivened with many cu- 
rious anécdotes.—Mr. Mannet’s 
¢* Hiftory of the immediate Succef. 
fors of Alexander, taken from Origi- 
nal Sources, &c. Leipfic,” is intend- 
ed by the author to diffipate the 
obfcurity which covers the hiflor 
of that important period: in which 
difficult work he has proved re- 
markably fwecefful. “His critical 
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examination of the hiftorians whofe 
works he made ufe of, are teftimonies 
to his acutenefs and erudition. —The 
*¢ Letters on Calabria and Sicily,” 


by Henry Bartel, affiftant of the 


Royal Society at Gottingen, contain 
an account of the autho:’s journ 
from Naples to Reggio, foon after 
the great earthquake in 1783, with 
his obfervations on the remarkable 
changes introduced by that aweful 
event into the appearance of the 
country, and the fituation of the in- 
habitants. 

We fhall now proceed to take no- 
ttce of fueh German produétions as 
have any reference to critical and 
polite literature. Under this head 
we fhall firft announce the publica- 
tion of a kind of literary journal, 
by M. Wahl, profeffor and princi- 
pal of the iy acer of Bucke- 

ourgh, called ** The Magazine of 

Ancient Literature, particular! 
Biblical and Oriental,” This eal | 
confifts of a tranflation in verfe of 
three poems of Myron, and the firft 
Idylliam of Tseocritus, with expla- 
natory notes; and feveral picces of 
Hebrew and Perfian literature, with 
a lift of feveral Arabic words and 
fynonimes deciphered, taken from 
the Arabte of Niebuhr, and the 
Flora and Fauna of Forfkaol, This 
is a valuable and interetting work ; 
particulary that part which contains 
obfervations, and criticifms relating 
to oriental literature. For fuch kind 
of ftudics the learned author appears 
to be eminently qualified—At Leipe 
fic, M. Fred. Wm. Sturz has col- 
lected, from various authors, * the 
Fiagments of Hellanicus Lefbius ; 
with Illuftrations, and a preliminary 
Differtation on the Age, Life, and 
Writings of Hellanicus.”” Thefe 
fragments relate to hiftorical, geo- 
graphical, and mythological fubjects, 
The notes which accompany them, 
and the preliminary differtation, are 
katned 
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learned and ingen’o1s; and will 
prove particularly acceptabic to the 
lovers of antiquiry.—M. Wahl, 
whefe name we lately menti ned with 
refpect, has alfo publithed at Erfurt, 
“© An Attempt towards’ a General 
Hiftory of Literature.”’ This work 
is divided by the author into two 
parts ; the hittory of books, and that 
of the fciences. In the firlt part, 
which compoles the prefent volume, 
Mr. Wahl delivers his hiftory of 
books from the commencement of 
writing, to the introduction of Chrif- 
tianity, by Conftantine ; from that 
period to the revival of letters ; and 
from the revival of letters :o the pre- 
fent time. His obfervutions onthefe 
different periods, and his enquirics 
into the ftate of fcience in all the 
known nations of antiquity, contain 
numerous dilplays of his extenfive 
reading, and more particularly of 
his acquaintance with the Oriental 
languages,—‘* A Hiilory of Philo- 
fophy,”’ publifhed at Leipfic, by an 
anonymous author, is defigned for 
the ufe of thofe who, without enter- 
ing into labo: ious refearches, are de- 
firous of knowing the progrefs.of the 
human underftanding, in the differ- 
ent periods of time, And he feems to 
have completed his tafk with fidelj 
ty and perfpicuity. This volume 
contains the philofophy of the earl- 
eit periods, viz. that of the Indians, 
Perfiaus, Babylonians, Egyptians, 
Hebrews, Arabians, Phoenicians, 
Celts, and Scythians ; and alfo that 
of the Grecian philofophers, as far 
down as the Stoics, inclufively, The 
hiftory is intended to be continued 
down to the prefent time, in two 
fucceeding volumes.—** The Acadc- 
mical Difzourfes of Ch. G. Heyne, 
Profeffor of Eloquence and Poetry 
at Gottingen, &c,”in two volumes, 
were delivered im that univerity at 
different times, and on occafions of 
certain academical folemnitics. The 
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fubjects to which. they relate are 
fome of the mott important in polite 
literature, and the intrinfie merit 
which they poilef, exclufive of their 
excellence as compofitions, and the 
elegant tgite and learniag which they 
diplay, is fufficient to render them 
a very acceptable prefent to the lie 
terary world,—-Belide the publica. 
tions which we mentioned belong- 
ing to Germany, we fhall recite the 
titles of the following works which 
have appeared during the year 178>; 
“« The Hittory of Mufic, by M, 
Forkel, Dr, of Philofophy, and 
Director of Mufic, at Gottingen ;” 
*¢ New Dilcoveries on the Theor 


of Sounds, by E.. F. F, Chladai, | 


, Profeffor of Philofuphy in the A- 


“cademy of Wittemberg 3” and the 


fecond volume of “ An Attempt to- 


“wards a Deicription of the Libraries 


worthy Notice in Germany, in Al- 
phabetical Order, by Fred. C, Hirf- 
‘ching,”’ publifhed at Erlangen. For 
an account of the numerous books 
which have been printed in Germa- 
‘ny on the fubjects of medicine, 
anatomy, and furgery, we mull re- 
fer our readers to Dy, Simmons’s 
‘Medical Journal, 

In Switzerland, ‘* The Effay on 
IntelleCtyal Education, witha plan 


ef a New scicnce, by Alexander . 
Cafar Chayannes, Profeffor in the . 


Academy of Laufanne,’? is a ereatife 


which conrains muny valuable and 
ufeful obfervations, Itis impofible , 


‘for us to follow our author in hig 
long detail concerning the different 
branches of education, the abfurdi- 


‘ties in the modes ar prefent adopted, 


and the principles ,of hig mare eafy * 


and expeditious method. We can 
only obferve, in geqeral, that hig 


; 
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opinions on. this intyert agree, in . 


many refpects, with chofe of Rouf- 
feau ; but that they are free from 
the extravagancies which attend his 
fyilgm. Apd that Mr. Chavannes 
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appears to be pofleffed of a liberal 
well ‘informed mind; and to be 
well acquainted with the writers on 
edocation, both aritient and mo- 
dern. 

M. de la Metherie, in his ** Prin- 
ciples ot Natural Philofophy,” pub- 
lifhed at’ Geneva, undertakes the 
bold tafk of ‘fixing the true founda. 
tidns and timitgs of human know- 
ledge, of bariifhiing fcepticiim, and 
of afcertaining the principles of 
morals and policy. He propofes 
alfo to apply calculation to the 
perceptions and feelings of the hu- 
man mind, as the only way of ar- 
riving at precifion in the {cience of 
human natare. The philofophy 
for which our author contends, is 
nota new fyftem; it is as antient 
as the times of Epicurus and De- 
mocritus ; and it itands on no bet- 
te? ground in the reafonings of our 
philofopher, than it did in their 
deimonftrations. 

M. Landreau du Mainneau Picq. 
has, likewife, publifhed at Geneva, 
two volumes on * Philofophical, 
Political and Moral Legiflation,” 
which are highly {poken of, as the 
productions of a man of abilities 
and experience: and a continuation 
of that work in * a Diflertation on 
the Celibacy of Priefts and Soldiers, 
as it concerns Politics, Morality, 
and Religion.” ° 

M., de Savffure’s ** Short Narra- 
tive of a Journey to the Summit of 
Mont Blanc,” publithed at Geneva, 
contaids an interefting account of 
his adventures, and of the various 
plrepomena which he obferved dur- 
ing his vilit to that elevated: fitua- 
tion. This account is followed by 
an abridgment of his meteorological 
obfervations; of which the author 
promiffs, in another publication, to 
give a more full and circumftantial 
ex planation. 

At Zurich, M. Joh, Joach. Ef- 
chenburgh, aulic counfellor and pro- 
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feffor in the Caroline college | 


at Brunfwic, has publifhed a vo- 
lume entitled ** On W. Shake- 
fpeare,”” which is fupplemental to 
the elegant German ‘edition of the 
plays of our favourite bard, begun 
by the celebrated Wieland, and con- 
tinued and improved by our au- 
thor, The fubjeéts on which the 
profeffor treats are,Shakefpeare’s life, 
his learning, his genius, his defects; 
the fiate of the Englifh ftage in his 
time; the fucceffive order of his 
plays, criticiiins on the author, and 
his editors ; a catalogue of the fo- 
reign tranflations and imitations of 
Shakefpeare ; and his other poems, 
together with fpecimens of them. 


On thefe various fubjects of difcuf- 


fion, M. Efchenburg gives ample 
teflimonies of his diligence, learn- 
ing, and tafle; and many of his 
ftratures and articles of intormation 
are fuch as would be acceptable and 
ufeful to the Englifh reader, 

In our account of Italian litera- 
ture, we have to announce, in the 
firit place, the completion of Mr. 
Rofi’s ** Various Readings of the 


_Old Teftament, drawn froin a great 


number of Manafcripts, and Ver- 


-fions, &c.” Of the cenfequence 


and importance of this excellent 
work, we have already exprefled 
our opinion ; and the friends of Bib- 
lical learning will rejoice, that the 
labours of fo able and indefatigable 
a fcholar, fhould fo foon appear in 
aid to the efforts of our learned 
Kénnicott, in reftoring the facred 
writings to their primitive integrity. 
At Naples, “ ‘he Revolution of 
Human. Culture in the Two Sici- 
lies ; or 4 Rational Hiftory of their 
Legiflation, Government, and Li- 
terature, their Commerce, Arts and 
Amufements, in four volumes,” by 
Pierre Napoli-Signorelli, is a valu- 
able publication, whether confidered 
in an hiftorical or literary view. As 
an hiftorical work, it contains a 
number 
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number of excellent obfervations 
ou the objects expreffed in the ticle, 
and many excellent materials for a 
mere copious hiftory of the Two 
Sicilies. As a literary production, 
it prefents us with an accurate and 
compendious view of thé writers in 
thofe kingdoms, and the various 
works by which they have been dif- 


tinguifhed, From fuch a publica. | 


tion, as that before us, the reader 
may expect much information and 
entertainment.— At Modena have 
been publithed the firlt and fecond 
volumes of the fecond edition of 
“The Hiflory of Italian Litera- 
ture,” by the .\bbe Tirabofchi with 
confiderable Enlargements and Cor- 
rections. — ** The .Philofophy of 
Hiftory, in three Books, by the 
Abbe Aurelio de Giorgi, Bertola, 
Profeffor of Univerfal’ Hiftory at 
Pavia,” contains & curious analyfis 
not only of the caufes and princi- 
ples of the events, which occur in 
the hiftory of nations, but alfo of 
the confequences ahd effects which 
have refulted from theft, Of this 
ingenious and leatned work the fo- 
reign journalifts fpeak in the highett 
terms of approbation. 

‘At Parma, the Abbe Don Vincent 
Requeno, of the Clementine Aca- 
demy, has publifhed a fecond vo- 
luine of his elegant ** Effays on the 
Re-eftablifhment of the Ancient 
Arts of Grecian and Romaa Paint- 
inv.” The firlt volume which was 
publifhed by him fome years ago, 
gives a circumftantial account of the 
encaufiic painting, as practifed by 
the antients, by which the luftre of 
their works is preferved to the pre- 
{ent times. In this fecond volume 


he anfwers the objections which were 
made by fome o the Italian artifts 
on this fubject; and fupports his 
account of the invention, and its 
utility, by a multiplicity of 
tions from antient authors. 


Whe. 
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. ther the readers of the Abbe’s in. 


genious work, admit his fyilem or 
not, they will be entertained with 
many Of his obfervations on the 
graphic arts, and his hiftory of the 
improvements which they have un- 
dergone. 

The Chevalier Onofrio Boni's 
** Eulogy on Pompeo Girolemo Ba- 
toni,” publithed at Rome, contains 
a judicious abridgment of the origin 
and progrefs of painting; and a 
parallel between Batoni and the ce- 
lebrated Mengs, the former of 
whom was the painter of gature, 
the latter of art. But whatjs prin- 
cipally valuable in this Eulogy is 
the author’s explanation of the grand 
principles of the art of painting, 
into Which he is led by his criu- 
cifms on the firft productions of his 
hero. 

At Florence, Nicolas Pagni: and 
Jofeph Bardi have publihhed a 
** Profpectus of an Hiftory of 
Painting in Tufcany, illutrared by 
Engravings from the beft Pieces 
which remain of each Tufcan Art. 
ift,” from the times preceding Cima- 
bue to the middle of the prefent 
century, which is tobe written by 
a gentleman of reputation, in the 
literary world, 

M,. Artecaga’s * Revolutions of 
the Italian Opera, or Mufical Dra- 
ma; from its Invention to the Pre 
fent Time, "of which we gave a ta- 
vourable account in a former Regif- 
ter, has béen greatly enlarged in a 
fecond edition, publifhed at Rome, 
in three vols. He has added no lefs 
than feven entire pew and long 
chapters, which relate to the mott 
effential parts of his fubje&. To 
the lovers of the mufical drama 
this intelligence will not be unace 
ceptable, as they may promife them- 
felyes much entertainment from his 
mufieal criticifms, and fenfible {pi- 
rited remarks.—-At' Pifa; has been 

pub- 
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[ ‘ eo ; 
publifhed “ An Examination of Dr. 
Crawford’s Theory of “Heut, with 
fdme New Conjectures ‘on the Sub. 
jett:* by Leopold Vacca Berlinghieri, 
which is intended’ to overturn the 
theory of our Evglith philofopher. 
Had the aurhor, however, been ac- 
quainted with the laft editian'of Dr. 
Crawford's works, which contains 
nuiny new experiments, and fatis- 
factory aniwers to the objections of 
his Opponents, itis nor probable 
tar the publication before us would 


have ever feen the light. — At Rome | 


has appeared a fecond volume of 
** An Account of the Natural Ge- 
nera, divided into Six Claffes, ‘ac- 
cording ‘to the Syftema Nature of 


Linneus, &c." by the Abbe Filip.’ 


po Luivii Gilli. The prefeyt vo- 
lume contains the third aod fourth 


of thefe claffes. In this work the © 


author follows the fteps of the ctle- 
braved Swedifh naturatift, and gives 
an account of the ftroéture and 
diftinguifhing chura€teriftics of ‘the 


animals mm each of thefe claffes, ° 
with remarkable exadinefs and pre- ° 


cifion. From the fpecimens which 
the Jearned Abbe has already laid 


and ‘tafte in this department of 
{cience, very high expectations may 
be formed of what yet remains to 
complete his plan.—For a particu- 
lar account oF the medical treatifes 
which have appeared in Italy, we 
again refer our readers to Dr, Sim- 
mons’s journal. Of thefe, the moit 
confiderable and important are, 
«* An “Effay on the Difeafes moft 
frequently Incident to the Human 
Body, and on’ the Remedies moft 
Efficacious in thefe Difeafes; by Dr. 
Francifed Vacca, Proftffor in the 
Univerfiry of Pifa,” in 2 volumes ; 
and * The Philofophical Tolera- 
tion of Difeafts, with Medicb- prac- 
tical Obfervations,”? by M, Jof. 
Patta ; Bergamo, 


With refpeé to the Literature of 
France of the year 1787, we have 
mét with very few publications un- 
der the head of Theology. The 
*¢ Paftoral Inftruétions and Theo- 
logical Differtations, by the Bithop 
of B bol on the Apreement of 
Faith and Reafon in Myfteries in 


, general, and in particular ones,” 


in 2 volumes, form the moft volu- 
minots work which is to be referred 
to this clafs, and, on account of the 
erudition and fuperior talents of tire 
author, is the firft which is entiled 
to our notice. The fubjects of 
thefe Differtations are, an the agrees 
ment of fsith and reafon in myfte- 
ries in general, to vindicate and juf- 
tify them. from the calumnies of 
Bayle, J. J. Roffeau, and other im- 
pious philofopliers, who have dared 
to accufe them of being incredible 

unintelligible, contradictory, and 
abfurd ; on the trinity ; on the in- 
carnation and redemption ; on the 


my fteries of grace onthe myilery | 


of the eucharift; and on that of 
the creation, That a prelate of 
our author’s eminence and learning 


} : fhould -eniploy his abilities in- de- 
before the public, ‘of his knowledge * 


fence of the myfteries of the Romith 
faith, is a cireuinftance which will, 
undoubtedly, raife his charaéter in 
the eftimation of the orthodox Ca- 
tholic, and give a fanétion to the 
opinions for which he is a zealous 
advocate. But his arguments will 
have little weight in the Proteflant 
world: and the philofopher, of eve. 
ry country, will remain as {cepti- 
cal as ever with refpeét to the con- 
cord between myftery and reafon, 
—The Marchionefs de Sillery, late 
the Countefs de Genlis, is alfo a 
warm advocate for the orthodox 
doctrines of the Catholic church, 
in her treatife called “ Religion 
confidered' as the only Source of 
Happinefs, and of True Saasey cpl 
&c,” From the interefting title of 

, | thig 
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this work, and the reputation which 
the fair writer juftly acquired by 
her former excellent publications, 
we were kd to promife ourfelwes the 
highett gratificationin persfing what 
we thought would prove cher_ra- 
tional and ufefullabours ia the caufe 
of truth and virtue, . But to our 
utter furprize and difappointment, 
we have. met with little elie in the 
volume before us, than a defence of 
the moft gloomy do<trines which ob- 
tained in the darkeft ages of Chritti- 
anity; and_illiberal reflections on 
thofe who have wanted;faith to ad- 
mit all myfteries of her creed. That 
fuch fentiments fhould. be patro- 
nized by one of the moft elegant 
and pleafing writers of the prefent 
day, is one of the wonderful phe- 
nomena of the eighteenth century. — 
*¢ An Attempt towards an Element- 
ary Tieatife on Morals,”’ by an ano- 
nymous author, is a fenfible and ufe- 
ful little work, which we can freely 
recommend to our readers. The 
author lays down four principles, as 
the balis of his doctrine. Thefe are 
the effential characters of man, con- 
fidered as a fenfitive animal, a rati- 
tional animal, a fociable being, and 
the creature of God. By the firit 
of thefe characters, he is reprefent- 
ed as capable of perceiving and feel- 

ing good; by the. fecond, as in- 
ftructed in the means of purfuing 
it; by the third, as finding objects 
and relations thet furnish materials 
for its enjoyment; and in the 
fourth, as difcovering its fupreme 
fource, the powerful and directin 
principle that regulates or enforcesall 
the others. The conclufions which 
follow from thefe principles are ap- 
plied by the author to the different 
ftages of human life, to infancy, to 
youth, to mature years, and to old 
age. From the judicious reflections 
the author of this pleafing and 
ufeful work, the caufe of morality 
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and religion. may. be effentially 
benelitted.—M. Giu’s True 
Principles of the French Govera- 
meat,” are intended to-prove the 
fuperior exccilence of the. monare 
chial conftitusion; and particularly 
that of France, which in his opi- 
nion, exbibits the mott perfect moe 
del of that {pecies of government. 
In his difcuflions on this fubject, he 
gives many evidences of extentive 
reading, and juft reflection. But his 
conclufions are evidently tindétured 
by. his prejudices ia favour of defpo- 
tifm: and, if we conjecture aright, 
will be warmly controverted by ma- 
ny of his own countrymen,—The 
* Memorial concerning the Mare 
riages of Proteflants in France,” in 
2 voluines, which is attributed to 
Monf. de Matherbes, uncle of the 
chancellor of France, is a liberal 
and patriotic performance, intended 
to. fhew the neceflity of granting a 
civil exiftence to Proteftants in that 
country, by reiloring to them a 
part of the rights which they lof 
by the revocation of the edict of 
Nantz. This fenfible work is writ« 
ten. with fuch temper and iirength 
of argument, that itis not likely to 
meet with any formidable opponent. 
One of the facts which it relates, is 
fo very extraordinary, that we can- 
not deny ourfelves the pleafure of 
infjerting it; viz. that the protef- 
tants in France are as numerous at 
prefent, as they were at the revo- 
cation of the edict of Nantz..—-M. 
Jabineau’s treatife on ** Ufury, 
confidered with Refpeét to the Laws 
of Nature ;-or a Refutationot Gro« 
tius, Puffendorf, &c.”’ like our coun- 
tryman Mr. Bentham’s Defence 
> Ulury, fully eftablithes the in- 
juftice and impolicy of reflraining 
laws. with refpect to the intereft of 

money. 
‘¢ The Elements of Architecture, 
Fortification, and Navigation, by 
M. de 
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M. de la Ferté,” completes the cle- 
mentaty courfe of mathematics by 
that gentleman. His former la- 
bours had been devoted to geometry, 
attronomy, mechanics, and algebra. 
—The * Elementary Treatife on 
the Conftruction of Veffels, for the 
Ule of the Students of the Marine 
School ; compofed and publifhed by 
Order of M. le Marechal de Catltries, 
by M. Vial du Clairbois ;” and 
«The Art of War by Sea, or Na- 
val Ta¢ties, on new Principles, and 
a new Order of Battle, by M. le 
Vifcomte de Grenier ;” both illuf 
trated with excellent copper-plates, 
are works of confiderable merit and 
mmportance, which deferve the care- 
ful perufal of thofe who are connec- 
ted with the Britith navy.—Under 
the head of altronomy, it would be 
wnjuft not to mention, that the 
abbe Montignot, canon of Toul, 
has publithed at Strafburg, “* The 
State of the fixed Stars in the Second 
Century, by Claudius Prolomzxus, 
compared with the fame Stars in the 
Year 1°86, with the Greck Texte 
anda French Tranflation,” which 
13 highly fpoken of by attronomers : 
2nd that Mr. Pingré, chancellor of 
the univerlity of Paris, and one of 
the royal academy of fciences, has 
found time, fince the publication of 
his important work on comets, to 
tranflate into French the * Aitrono- 
my of Manilius,” and the * Phe- 
nomena of Aratus,’® which he has 
Muftrated and beautified with a num- 
ber of judicious and ufeful notes. 

In enumerating the productions 
in philofophy, the firft work which 
clams our notice is, ‘* The Hif- 
tory and Memoirs of the Royal A- 
cademy of Sciences at Paris, for the 
Year 1784,” publifhed during the 
prefent year. The hiftory of the a- 
cademy contains a difcourfe deli. 
vered in one of its meetings, when 


priace Henry of Pruilia was pre- 


fent ; an account of the experiments 
made in the examination of anima} 
magnetifm, by Mefirs. Franklin, 
Le Roy, Lavoifier, and Bailey ; and 
the eulogies of Macquer, Bergman, 
Morand, Caffini de Thury, and 
Count de Milly. The fecond of 
thefe articles contains a curious ac- 
count of the experiments made by 
the commiffioners appointed by the 
king to examine the merits of ani- 
nal magnetifm, with a philofophi- 
cal detection of the impofture, and 
an excellent theory defigned to point 
out the true origin ot the effects 
falfely attributed to that preiended 
fcience, on principles deduced from 
the faculties and operations of the 
human mind. The Memoirs which 
compofe this volume, are not clafled 
in the divifions under which we were 
accultomed to give an account of 
them. We fhall, therefore, only 
mention the fubjects of fome of the 
mott intereiting and valuable. Thefe 
are, the fecular inequalities of pla- 
nets and their fatellites, by M. de 
la Place; the firft cloth made of 
fuperfine wool of the growth of 
France, by M. Daubenton; a de- 
fcription of a fith of the genus of 
the filuri, and which is called fhaid, 
or fhaiden, by the Germans, by 
M. Fougeroux de Banderov ; con- 
cerning the efles of inflammable 
air on organized bodies, by M. 
Save; the verification of the new 
difcovery of fixed ftars made in 
Envland, by M. Caflini; concern- 
ing the ifland of Friefland, by M. 
Buache ; remarks and obfervations 
on the aitronomy of the Indians, 
and on the antiquity of that allros 
nomy, by M. le Gentil; and an 
eflay on the motion of animals 
and plants, comparatively confidere 
ed, together with a defcription of 
a kind of faintfoin, whofe leaves 
are continually in motion, by M. 
Brouffonet.—-Among the other pubs 
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ications in philofophy, which, if 
our lim'ts would admit of it, would 
be entitled to diitinct notice, we 
may mention, a fecond edition of 
M. Fourcroy’s ** Elenientary Lec* 
tures on Chemiffry and Natural 
Hittory, with contiderable Altera- 
tions and Improvements ;” atid “ An 
Attempt to point out a Method of 
Fulion by the help of Vital Air,” by 
Profeffor Ehrmann of Strafburg. 
—In natural Hiftory, M. Buchoz, 
phyfician botanitt, has publiftied 
the firit volume of a new edition, 
with confiderable enlargements and 
corre€ions, of a ‘“* New Phyfical 
and G@conomical Treatife of all the 
Plants that grow on the Surface of 
the Globe ; containing their botanical 
and trivia! Names in all Languages, 
their Clafles, Families, Genera, and 
Species, the Places where they are 
moft ealily found, their Chemical 
Analyfis, &c.’? This capital work 
is to be illuftrared with plates, 
drawn by the beit matters, from the 
moft rare plants, in the different 

ardens and principal herbals of 
Berens; and trom the grand Collec- 
tion of plants depofited in the clofet 
of prints in the king’s library, and 
accurately coloured from nature. 
— At Montpellier, M. Gouan, coun- 
fellor, phyfician to the king, has 
publified a very valuable work, 
which contajns an able defence of 
Linnxus. This work is called, 
** An Explication of the Botanic 
Sy item of Linnaus, defigned as an 
Introduction to the Study of Bota- 
ny."—At Strafburg, M: Fontalard 
has tranilated Me Voigt’s ‘* New 
Letters on Mountains; containing 
an Arrangement particularly de- 
figned for the Ufe of Young Perfons, 
and thefe who, though not profef- 
fional men, yet with to acquire an 
vfeful and fatisfactory Knowlodge 
of the Formation of Mountains.” 
M. Voigt’s rcpusagion has been 

£987. ' 
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eng eflablifhed in the world, by 
different treatifes which he has pub- 
liftied on mineralogy and foffiology. 
And the publication before us feeins 
Well calculated to anfwer the pure 
pole expreffed in the title.—* The 
Memoirs of Agriculture, and Rural 
and Domeitié Economy; publithed 
by the Royal Society of Agriculture 
at Paris, fot the Years i785 and 
1736, vols. If. Ill. 1V. and V."" 
Contain a number of intcrefting and 
Valuable papers, which throwa lighe 
on many ufeful facts relating to 
rural economies: For the mott im- 
portant articles in thefe volumes 
the public are indebted to the Mar- 
_ de Turgot, M. Fougeroux de 

anderoy, the Marquis de Bullion, 
and M. Fougerdux de B'avaus 
Thete volumes we recommend to 
the careful perufal of Gur own coun - 
trymen, as they contain many hints 
on the fubjett of agriculture, an at- 
tention to which may be productive 
of the greateft advantages. 

In Hittorical writing, Mademoi- 
felle de Keralio’s ** Hittory of Fli- 
zabeth Queen of England, compiled 
from original Englifh Writings, 
A&ts, Deeds, Letters, and other Ma~ 
nufcripts, never betore publifhed, in 
three Volumes,” is a molt valuable 
work, diftinguifhed throughout by 
juft and liberal reflections, which are 
equally favourable to the principles 
of moral virtue, and political free+ 
dom. Her arrangement also iscledr 
and perfpicuous; her facts fu dic 
outly feléted ; and her impartiality 
one of the moit ftriking and cha- 
racteriflic features which diftinguith 
her work: We have no doubt but 
that when the merits of this elegant 
and authentic hiflory are made 
known, the public will be anxious 
to receivé an Englifh rranflation of 
it.—Mr. Houel’s fpleadid work call- 
ed ‘* Travels through Sicily, Matra 
and Lipar’, containing an Account 

® 
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flill carricd on. Of the fecond vo- 
lume, numbers xxii, xxii, xxiv, 
xxv, xxvi, and xxvii, have already 
been publithed ; cach of which, like 
the preceding numbers, contains ix 
pilates, and eight pages of cetcrip- 
tion.—The abbe Papon’s ** ‘Tour 
of Provence, containing a Complete 
Delcriptioa of the Ancient and Moe 
dern State ot the Towns, the Curt- 
olitics they contain, &c.”’ is an ab- 
itract of his former valuable works, 
eutitled, ** A General Hittory ot Pro- 
vence,” andits *¢ Literary Hiflory ;” 
and will be tound intereiling and 
amuting to the generality of readgrs. 

We thall conclude our account of 
French literature, wich announcing 
two or three publications, which 
are rather to be referred to the head 
of critical and polite literature, than 
to any of the departments which 
have already pafled under our notice. 
M. L. Langle’s trantlation from the 
Perhan of Abu-Taleb-al-Hoffein, 
of the * Political and Military In- 
diitutes of Tamerlane, properly call- 
ed Timur, written by himfelf in 
the Mogul Language,” is a work 
on which much labour and erudi- 
tion have evidently been employed. 
Bur as it is principally intended to 
convey hiftarical and political infor- 
mation, the ftyle is tree and para- 
phrattic, To this verfion is added, 
the * Lifeot Timur, compiled from 
the bett Oriental Writers,”? which is 
drawn up with eafe and {pirit, and 
exhibits a juft and ftriking portrait 
of that extraordinary character. 
—Mcilis. Panckoucke and Framery 
have publifhed, at Paris, a new 
tranflaiion of ** Orlando Furiofo, 
an Heroic Poem of Ariofto.”? This 
tranflation, on which the French 
critics beilow a large fhare of praile, 

3 ' 





a. 3 
FOREIGN LEBFERATUR®E, 


of the Antiquities of thofe [flands, 
the Naturei Phenomena they exhi- 
bir, and the particular Cuiioms and 
Manoers of the Lohabituots,” is 


is in profe ; and-each ftanza has the 
original one printed oppolite to ir, 
To this work Mr. P. bas pretixed a 
difcaurle on tranflations, in which 
be contends that they {lould be 
ftricly liteyal, as far as is confiftent 
with elegance of ityle, and that all 
the peculiarities of the origina! fhould 
be dcrupuloufly preferved.—Made- 
moifelle Keralio’s *¢ Collection of 
the Works of celebrated French 
Women’® has been properly flyled 
a repolitory of the female literature 
of France. It is to be compre- 
bended in thirty-fix volumes; of 
which three only are yet publifhed, 
which contain the lives of Heloife, 
Chriflina of Pisano, and of Mar- 
guente de Valois, Queen of Na- 
varie, with their letters, hiliory, 
and poems. Many of the {peci- 
mens which M. de Keralio has given 
of the works ot her country women 
are taken from manuferipts in the 
library of the king of France, and 
are valuable both on account of their 
antiquity and intrinfic merit. lo 
thele volumes we are prefented, alto, 
with her enquiries into the progrefs 
of letters in France, which are cu- 
rious and interefting ; and with her 
remarks On the literary effiys of the 
different periods, which attord equal 
evidences of her judgment and tatle. 
We rejoice to fiud that this intiruc- 
tive and entertaining work is to be 
followed by another, devoted to the 
labours of the women of England 
and Italy, ' 
In Spain, improvement and libe- 
rality are making rapid and ationifh- 
ing advances. Ob this. fact, the 
tranflation, at Madrid, of Mauper- 
tuis’s *¢ Effay on Moral Philotophy,”* 
by D. Lopez Nuynez de Peralveia 
is an unequiyocal and convincing 
proot. /And we may add to this, 
the teitimony which arifes trom Dov 
John Paul Foraer’s “ Philofophical 
Diicourfes on Man ;”’ which ce cree 
‘ ’ q Mant 
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the higheft encomiums on account 
of the rational hberal {pizit which 
they breathe, as well as theig lite- 
rary merit.—At Madrid have alfo 
been publithed the third and fourth 
volumes of *¢ an Hiftorical and Cri- 
tical Difplay ot Spanifh Eloquence,” 
which forms a k.nd of hittory of 
Spanifh literature, and marks the 
ftriking revolution in tafle which is 
taking place in that kingdom. 
Among the other Spanifh works 
which have been produced during 
the year 1°87, are a tranflation into 
Spanith of the * Inititutiones Phi- 
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lotapbiques ” of P. Jacquier ; anew 
work ot the abbe Cavenilles on the 
* Geranium,” of which he has de- 
feribed one hundred and twenty -cight 
fpecies, illutrated with plates ; 
* The Inititutes of the Roman and 
Spanifh Laws, forthe Ufe of Schools 
and the Bar,’ which js a pofthu- 
mous work of D. Jofeph Maymo 
and Kibes; ** Deanira, an Kelogue,” 
by kather Bafil de Santiago; and 
“ All the Works ot Thomas de 
Yriarte, in Profe and Verfe, in Six 
Volumes,” 



















































